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A. 


CCOUNTS,  relative  to  Bar- 
racks fince  the  year  179I9  72a 
-^— Of  the  extraordinary  expeoces 
of  the  Army  from  15  November 
to  December  24,  1795,  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament,  723— 
Of  the  unprovided  fcrvices  be- 
longing to  the  Office  of  Ordnance, 
as  on  the  31ft  December,  1795, 
725 — Eftimate  of  the  Debt  of 
His  Majedy's  navy,  as  on  the 
31ft  December  1795.  726— Of 
money  due  on  various  Accounts 
to  the' Army,  April  21,1 796,  730 
— ^f  money  advanced  by  the 
Bank  for  the  public  fervice  and 
outftanding  December  31,  1792, 
and  December  31,  1795,  731 — 
Of  the  fame  on  the  loth  Odtober, 
179s,  and  5th  January,  1796, 
y^2— Of  money  given  For  1796, 
how  difpofed  of,  didinguiflied 
under  the  fevcral  heads,  until 
March '3,  1796,  and  the  parts  re- 
maining unfatisfied,  with  the  de- 
ficiency thereupon,  733— -Of 
Ways  and  Means  for  anfwering 
the  lame,  748 — A  particular  Ac- 
countof  the  feveral  fums  included 
in  the  account  of  the.dillribution 


of  money  g^ntcd  by  an  aft  of  the 
lad  fe;ffion,  for  enabling  His  Ma- 
jefty  toraife  2,^oo,oool.&c.75o— 
Of  the  fums  granted  by  Parliament 
fmce  O^f^obcr  29,  1795,  and  ex- 
pended before  April  5,    17Q6, 
with  a  datement  of  the  fervices 
to  which  the  fame  were  applied, 
•  2^6— Of  Navy»  Viftualling.  and 
Tranfport  Bills,  regidered  lince 
December  31,   175^5,    757— ^f 
Exchequer  Bills  iflued  on  the 
Vote  ot  Credit  granted  for  1 796, 
with  the  cxpence  attending  the 
fame,  and  the  amount  .idued  to 
difcharge  the  Arrears  due  De- 
cember I,  1795,  7S^ — ^^  *^* 
total  net  produce  of  Taxes  for 
one  year  ending  April  5,  1796, 
750— Of  the  income  of  the  Con- 
folidated  Fund  for  one  quarter 
ending  April  J,  1795,  7^1    -Of 
the  charges  upon  the  Confoli- 
datedFund  for  the  quarter  ending 
April  5, 179$;   763— Of  the  in- 
come of  the  ConfoliJated  Fund, 
in  the  quarter  ending  July  5, 
'79S»  76^— Of  the  charges  upon 
the  fame,  in  the  fame  quarter, 
yy  I — Of  the  income  of  the  Con- 
folidated    Fund,  in  the  quarter 
ending  October  10, 179S,  777"* 
aa 


INDEX. 

X 

Of  the  charges  upon  the  fame,  in  AddrefTet   to  the  Ktngt    Q^een^ 
the  lame  <|uarter«   77g-'Of  the       Prince  and  Princefs    of  Wales 
income  of  the  Confolidated  Fund       moved  for,  on  the  fafe  deliveiy 
for  the  quarter  ending  Jaaaary       of  the  Princefs  of  a  Daughter,'  2 
S»   1796,  786 — Of  the  charges       — Their  anfwcrs  to  the  Tame,  6. 
upon  the    fame,  for  the  fame  Anatomization;  motion  for  leave  to 
Quarter,  788— Of  the  income  of       bring  in  a  bill  to  anatomife  the 
tDC  Confolidated  Fund  for  the       bodies  of  perfons  executed  for 
quarter  ending  April   $,  1796,       burgUriesand  felonies,ncgativedy 
794 — Of  the  charges  upon  the       2S7. 
iame,  for  thp  fame  (quarter,  796  Annuities,  See  Accounts. 
—Of  the  value  of  imports  into  Army  £xpences.  See  Accounts. 
Great  Britain  in  I79t,  5,  4,  and 
c,  didinguifliing  each  year,  &c.  B. 

.802— Of  the  value  of  exports 

from  Great  Britain,  in  the  fame  Barracks ;  converfation  refpe£ling 
period,  806 — Of  the  value  of  the  expence  incurred  in  crcding 
imports  into,  and  exports  from,  them,  4-— Farther  converfatioa 
Great  Britain,  in  the  Jafl  ten  on  the  fame,  1 2 — ^General  Smith 
years,  810 — Of  the  produce  of  moves  for  an  account  of  the  ex** 
the  Duties  of  Cufloms,  Excife,  pendicure  in  erc6ting' Barracks, 
Stamps,  and  Incidents,  refpec-  371 — Accounts  relative  to  the 
tively,  for  crc  year,  ending  Otflo*  ercdion  of  Barracks,  722. 
bene,  1795,  ^'^ — Ofalladdi-  Bank,  ^^^  Accounts, 
tions  made  to  the  annual  charge  Blake,  Sir  Francis,  Petition  of,  rtf- 
of  the  Public  Debt,  &c.  811-—  pe6ling  the  national  debt,  &c. 
Of  the  produce  of  the  Duties  im-       !•• 

pofcd  for  the  purpofe  of  defray-  Blood-hounds  ;  General  Macleod 
ing  the  increafed  charge  occadon-  fiates  their  having  been  employed 
ed  by  annuities  granted  in  pur-  againfl  the  Maroons  in  the  Weft 
fuanceof(everala(^s,8i3— Otthe  Indies,  lit — Moves  to  address 
produce  of  duties  to  be  applied  His  Majefty  for  copies  of  the 
maid  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  in  corrcfpondence  relative  to  the 
refpe£^  of^he  charge  thereon  by  carrying  on  the  War  agsunft  the 
the  annuity  and  management  on  Maroons*  in  Jamaica,  537— 
6,2  co,oool.  payable  out  of  the  Which  motion  he  withdraws, 
faidFund,  814 — Of  the  money       346. 

paid  to  the  different  departments.  Budget,  the,  opened  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
payable  from  the  Civil  Lift  from       441 — Debate  on  the  Report  of 
January  5,  1795,  to  September       the   Committee    of   Ways  and 
12,   1795,  8i9--Of  money  re-       Means,  475. 
ceived  on  the  Loan  of  1795,  ^^ 
money  received  for  the  Lottery  C. 

of  I  ''95,  of  money  iifued  for  the 

Land  and  Malt  Tax  for  1795,  Cawthorne,  Colonel, — Motion  that 
ofwhat  fums  have  been  raifed  on  the  papers  refpe£ling  his  Court 
the  Vote  of  Credit  for  1795,  of  Martial  fliould  be  printed,  270 
monies  refcrved  for  payment  of  — Motion  for  taking  them  into 
the  Civil  Lift  from  January  4,  to  con fi deration,  48  ^ — The  pro- 
September  12,  179*5,  ^21 — Of  ceedings  of  the  Court  Martial 
Supplies  grafted  by  Parliament  read,  571 — His  defence,  571— 
for  1796,  835 — ^Of  Ways  and  Motion  made  and  carried  that  he 
Means  for  railing  the  Supplies  be  expelled  the  Houfe,  592. 
granted  for  1796,  837,  Civil  Lift,  See  Accounts. 
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Confolidated  Fund,  Set  Accounts. 
Corn  ;  Mr.  Lechmerc  moves  for  a 
bill  to  be  introduced  to  prevent 
tbe  exportation  of  Com,  and  to 
prevent  it  being  fold  at  Market 
by  fmall  famglcs,  1 1 3— DelcriD- 
tion  of  a  hand-mill  ufed  in  India 
for  grinding  Corn,    217 — Mr» 
Lechmere  moves  for  an  account 
of  Corn  exported  in  1776,  i777» 
1794,    and    1795,    &C.    346— 
Moves  to  rcfolvc  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  high  price  of  Corn, 
700. 
CornwalUs's,  ^Admiral)  letter,  in 
return  to  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
of  tbe  loth  November,  1795,  i. 
C mates  ;  Committee  on  the  bill  for 
their  relief  deferred,   C34— Bill 
read  a  fecond  time,  598. 
Cufloms,  See  Accounts. 


D. 


Debts ;  Mr.  Alderman  Ludiington 
moves  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  tho 
better  recovery  of  fmall  debts 
within  the  city  of  London,  18 — 
The  bill  withdrawn^  504, 

Divifion,  See  Lift. 

Dogs ;  Mr.  Dent  moves  for  a  tax 
on  dogs,  j64-«  Motion  for  a 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  deferred 
430 — Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chiir  on  the  fame,  ne- 
gatived, 5o6-^Mr.  Pitt's  refolu- 
tions  refpe^ting  the  fame,  530 — 
Motion  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
7Q2. 


E. 


Exports^  Sf^AccouotK 

G. 

Game  Laws-^Mr.  Curwcn  move$ 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Game  Laws, 
and  to  fubflitute  other  proviiions* 
231 — Mr.  Curwen  moves  to  go 
into  a  Conmiittee  on  the  Game 
Laws,  290 — Bill  read  a  firfl  time, 
and  the  fecond  reading  deferred, 
332  -Debate  on  the  motion  for 
the  fecond  reading,  560. 

H. 

Hats — Converfation  refpc£ling  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  Dutj'  on 
them,4857-'f'he  Houfe  in  a  Com- 
mittee  on  the  fame,  529 — Debate 
on  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 

532. 

Harvey's,  (Admiral)  letter,  in  re- 
turn to  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
of  the  2d  November,  17^;,  2. 

Hunter's  (Dr.)  Mufcum — Sir  G. 
S,  Evelyn  moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Petition  to  dctermmc 
whether  the  Houfe  would  pur- 
chafe  the  Mufeum,  191 — Which 
Petition  is  referred  to  a  Scle<^t 
Committee,  194. 

I. 

Imports,  See  Accounts. 

-    K. 


Eaft  India  Budget — Motion  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas  to  defer  the 
confideration  of  it,  715. 

Ele^ions — Mr.  Douglas  moves  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enforce  the  at- 
tendance  of  Members  on  the  days 
appointed  to  elert  Committees 
on  controverted  Eledions,  59. 

Eftimate,  See  Accounts. 

Exchequer  Bills,  S^e  AcGounts. 

Excife,  ,9^^  Accounts. 

Expired  and  expiring  Laws,  See 
Laws. 


King's  (The)  Speech  on   clofing 
Parliament,  719. 


L. 


Labourers,  IVIr.  Whitbrcad  moves 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  tor 
regulating  their  wages,  19. 

Lanu — Morion  to  p  re  ven  tits  being 
let  into  large  farms,  Jkc,  ^6— Sir 
J.  Sinclair  moves  to  inquire  into 
tha  lof's  likely  to  be  fuftained  by 
the  Cfiicers  of  t{ie  Houfe,  if  the 
Bill  for  the  general  enclofure  of 
Waitc  Lands  fliould  pais,  1 1  ;• 


INDEX. 

Land  Tax,  See  Accounts.  Lotter}^  See  Accounts. 

Landed  Succeilion  Tlx  Bill,  read  a 

firft  time,  486— Motion  to    re-  M. 

commit  it,  602 — Toconfiderthe 

Report,  643 — For  the  third  read*  Majority,  See  Lifl. 

ingofit,  705— 'The  third  read-  Malt  Tax,  ^^p^  Accounts. 

ing  deferred,  708.  Manning,  Captain,  Petition  of  re- 

Laws — Mr.  Abbott  moves    for  a  fpefting  his  being  in  pofTeffion  of 
Committee  to  take  into  confide*  a  bill  of    exchange  drawn  on  si 
ration  and  Report  an  account  of  larger  (lamp  than   the    Law  re- 
al! temporary  Laws  expired  and  quired,  which  Petition  is  ordered 
about  to  expire,  422 — Names  of  to  lie  on  th?  table,  483. 
the  Committee  appointed,  425 —  Minority,  ScelA^* 
Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, 822.  N. 

Legacy  Succeflion  Tax-I3ill — Mr. 

Chancellor  Pitr  brings  up  the  Nation,  State  of,  Debate  on  M-^ 

amendments  and  moves  to  have  Grey's  motion  to  go  into  a  Com- 

thcm  read  a  fit  ft  time,  226— The  mittecon  the  State  of  the  Nation, 

fame  read  a  fecond  time,  227—  252,— Debate  on  Mr.  Fox's  mo- 

Deb^itc  on  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  tion  to  addrefs  His  Majefty  on  the 

/     motion  to  confidcr  the   Report,  fame,  656. 

:^47 — On  the  third  reading  of  the  Navy   Bills,    See    Accounts    a9d 

bill, 362 -Mr.  Sheridan  moves  to  Supply, 

poftpone  carrying  it  into  cfic«f^,  Navy  Debt,  See  Accounts. 

708.  Negroes,  See  Slave  Trade. 

Lill  of  the  Minority  on  Mr. Grey '3 

Alotion  to  negociate  for  Peace,  54  O. 

— OftheMinority  onMr.  Smith's 

Motion,  re rpc<5t i ng  negociai ing  of  Ordnance  Services,    ^Ir^  Accounts* 

the  loan  with  the  Emperor,  191 

— Of  the  Minority  on  Mr.Grey's  P. 

Motion  to  go  into  a  Committee 

on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  287  Peace — Debate  on  Mr.  Grey's  mo- 

— Of  the  divifion  on  the  queftion  tion  to  negociatc  for  a  Peace  with 

for  aboliQiing  the  Slave  Trade,  the  ExecutiveDire^tory  of  France 

3*3-  34- 

Loans — Mr.  M.    Robinfon  moves  Pewter  Pots,  See  Pots. 

that  1:0  Member  of  the  Houfe  Police  Bill- -Debate  on  the  motion 
Ihall  have  a  (liare   in  any  con-  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  it  per- 
tiart,  loan,  8cc,  15 — Debate  on  petual,  89 — The  motion  to  con- 
Mr.  W.  Smith's  motion  refpec-  tinuc  it  for  five  years,  carried^ 
ting  the  ncgoci:uion  of  the  late  SiQv 
loan  to  the  Emperor,   100 — De-  Poor,   if e  Labourer, 
bate  »on  the  refolution  that  free  Pots — Mr,   Fox's  motion  for  the 
and    open    competition    it   the  fecond  reading  ot  the  bill  to pre- 
gcneral  principle  of  negociating  vent  the  ftealing  of  pewters  pots 
loans,      118 — Debate    on    Mr.  deferred,  429 — -The  fame  motion 
Jckyll's  motions  rcrpc<^ting  the  again  made  and  rejeftcd,  480. 
time  loan,  194. — Farther  obfer-  Public   Money,     Debate   on    the 
vationsou  the  loan,  471,  475 —  motions  of  Mr.  Grey    relative 
Convcrlation  rcfpediing  another  to  the  expenditure  of  it,  608. 
loan  to  the  Emperor,  651. — Ac- 
count of  the  money  received  on 
the  loan  of  1795,  821.  i 
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Quakers — ^Mr.  STicant  Adair  peti- 
tions the  Houi'e  in  their  behalf, 
484 — Moves  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  their  relief,  5  23-The 
bill  read,  532 — Motion  to  con- 
fider  the  Report,  712 — The  bill 
read  a  third  time,  713. 

R. 

Report  from  the  Committee  upon 
temporary  Laws  expired  or  ex- 
piring, 822. 

S. 

Sardinia,  King  of— motion  for  a 
fuhfiJy  to  him  ot  200,00 '^1.  5:^3 
i— Convtirfatioo  between  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Jekyll 
on  the  fame,  704. 
Slave  Trade— Debate  on  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce's  motion  to  aboil fli  the 
Slave  Trade  at  a  limited  time,  61 
— -Converfntion      on     General 

*  Smith's  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day  on  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  229 — Debate  on  the 
fecond  reading,  231— Debate  on 
the  motion  forgoing^  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Slave  Trade, 
248 — Debate  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  aboli- 
tion cf  the  Slave  Trade,  292 
—Mr.  Francis  gives  notice  of  his 
intended  motion  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  Nc«rroe8  in  the  Weft 
India  iflands,  336  —Debate  on 
Mr,  Francis's  motion,  39'*— The 
Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  the 
Slave  carrying  bill,  526. 

Sombrcuil,  Count  de ;  General 
Tarleton  moves  for  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  the  Count  de  S.  to 
the  S.'crcrary  at  War,  relative  to 
the  Qjii)cron  expedition,  426 — 
Mr.  Sheridan  reads  copies  of  tnro 
letters  from  Count  de  S.  to  the 
Secretary  at  War,  relative  to  that 
expedition,  from  the  newfpaper 
of  the  True  Briton — Convcrfa- 
tion  refped^ing  the  fame,  431— 
Debate  on  Mr. Sheridan's  motion 
for  Official  t:opies  of  them,  434 

Stamps,  See  Accounts. 

Stfite  of  ^c  ^atioDi  Sec  Natio|i, 


Supply— Mot'ons  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  m 
Committee  of  Supply,  ^569 — The 
Houfe  in  a  Committee  of,  and 
dc  ate  thereupon,  640. 

Supplies,Account  ot,  See  Accounts* 

T; 

Taxes,  Produce  of,  See  Accounts. 
Tranfport  Bills,  See  Accounts. 

V. 

Veterinary  College,— Petition  from 
praying  for  the  aid  of  Parliament, 

,597- 

Victualling  Bills,  See  Accounts. 

Vote  of  Credit  Bill — Motion  to 
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•  TUf/day;  2d  February. 

Tj 
HIS  day  the  Houfc  met  purfuant  to  their  laft  adjoummeiit 
Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  rec«ivc<^y' 
from  the  honourable  Vice  Admiral  Cormvallis,  the  following  letter, 
in  return  to  the  thanks  of  this  Hqufe,  iigniBed  to  him  by  Mn 
Speaker,  in  obedience  to  their' commands  of  the  loth  day  of  No- 
vember laft. 

SIR,  '  '      . 

.  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter,  with  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ujlon  the  conduct  of  a  fquadron  offi'is  Majcfty*» 
ihips  under  my  orders  on  the  i6th  and  X7th  days^pf  June  laft. 

1  feel,  Sir,  moft  fcnfibly,  the  very  high  honour  conferred  upon  rae 

To  have  in  any  degree  obtained  the  favouiable  opinion  of  the  Houfe 

of  Commons,  was,  indeed,  far  be3^ond  any  thing  I  could  have  afpircd  to, 

*   It  wasch^^uTidaunted  fph-itof  tlie  Captains,  Officers,  aniimen  of  every 

^efcription,  on  hoard  of  rhofe  lliips,  which  dcterrcj  the  eaemy  from  maV- 
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ine  a  more  vigorous  attack:  I  will  not  fail  to  communicate  to  them  the 
diftinguidied  and  honourable,  manner  which  it  bat  pleitfed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  reward  their  good  fenrices. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  add,   that  I  am  deeply  impreffed  with  the  very 
obliging  maaner  in  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  convey  the  vote  of 

thanks. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greateft  refpeJt^ 
SIR, 

your  moft  obedient 
humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CORNWALLIS. 
Dated  on  board  the  Rayal 
Sovereign,  at  Spithcad, 
30th  of  December,  1 7^5. 

To  the  Bight  Honourable  Henry  Adiington^  Speaks. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  alfo  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  be  had  received, 
from  Rear  Admiral  Harvey,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the 
thaqks  of  this  Houfe,.  (ignified  to  him  by  Mr.  Sppakcr#  in€>be(Kcnce 
to  their  commands  of  the  ad  day  of  November  laft.  ~ 

Prince  of  Wales^  Spitbead^  JanuMrjittb,  1796. 
SIR, 

I  have  this  day  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  td  of  November  laft« 
tranimitting  to  rae  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  pre« 
ceding  day,  on  the  vi<3ory  obtained  over  the  enemy  the  23d  of  |une 
lad,  by  a  detachment  of  His  Majefty's  fleet  under  the  command  of  Ad* 
miral  Lord  Biidport, 

I  requeft  the  favour  that  you  will  be  pleafed  fo  atTure  the  honourable 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  I  entertain  the  higheft  fenfeof  the  honour 
they  have  been  pleafed  to  confer  on  me  by  their  vote  of  thanks ;  this  tri- 
bute of  approbation  on  my  endeavours  to-  promote  the  fervice  of  my 
King  and  country  cannot  but  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  an 
officer,  and  for  which  I  (lull- ever  retain  the  moft  grateful  remembrance*/ 
I  beg  you  will  allow  me  to  return  vou  mv  thanks  for  the  very  polite 
manner  in  which  you  have  been  pkafed  to  agnify  to  rae  the  lewmions 
of  the  Houfe* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
Your  moft  obedient 
humble  Servant, 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

Right  Honourable  Henry  Addingfon* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  an  addrefs  (hould  be  pre* 
fentcd  to  His  Majcfty,  congratulating  himt)nthc  bWi  of  a  Princefs, 
which  was  agreed  to  rKm.  can.  that  a  fimilav  one  Ihould  be  prcfented 
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to  Her  Majeflj ;  and  that  a  mefliige  to  the  fame  eftd  (hould  be 
fcnt  to  the  Prince  and  Princcft  of  Wales. 

The  Houfc  having  rcfumcd  the  confideration  of  the  Re^drt  of 
the  Committee  on  wafte  lands,  upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  refo* 
lutionsy 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  ^''  to  facilitate  the  divifion  of  wafte  lands  by  agreement  among 
the  parties  interefted,  and  to  remove  certain  legal  difabilitieS'to  car* 
rying  ftich  meafures  into  cfibA."  He  faid,  it  might  have  been  his 
duty  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  this  nature  to  enhrge 
upon  the  high  importance  to  the  community  6f  the  objc6l  to  vhich 
It  was  direflcd,  had  not  the  attention  of  the  Public  been  of  late  fo 
much  turned  to  the  fubje6t,  and  had  not  it  been  fo  an^ly  explained 
in  the  Report,  which  every  Member  had  3ui  opportunity  to  perufe. 
Ill  another  ftage  of  the  buflnefs,  however,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  delivering  his  fentiments  more  at  large.  At  prcfent,  he  would 
only  fay,  that  in  whatever  view  the  matter  was  confidered,  whether  * 
as  in  its  confequences^  aficdting  the  population  of  the  country,  and 
of  courfe  its  na\*al  and  military  power,  or  as  influencing  its  com* 
merce  and  manufadures,  by  improvements  in  agriculture,  from 
which  the  ftrcngth  of  a  ftate  was  derived,  it  defervcd  the  moft  fe- 
rious  attention  of  the  I^iflaturc.  As  far  as  he  could  judge  ftom 
an  excurfion  he  had  made  into  the  bed  cultivated  parts  of  this  ifland, 
particularly  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  from  furveylng  the  improve* 
ment  that  had  taken  place  both  in  land  of  the  richeft  foil,  and  that 
which  was  originally  barren,  he  was  convinced  that,  great  as  thcfe 
were,  they  were  nothing  compared  to  the  advantages  that  would  re- 
fult  from  the  plans  propofed  by  the  Committee,  provided  they  were 
fan£lioncd  by  this  and  the  other'  Houfc  of  Parliament.  The  bill 
would  have  the  advanfige  of  being  drawn  by  a  Scledl  Committee 
of  that  Houfe.  It  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  infpeiiion  of  the  moft 
refpeftablc  Judges,  the  moft  diflinguiflie^  Lawyers,  and  moft  en- 
lightened  country  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  nation  had  to  boaft,  and 
even  in  its  prefent  (hapc  many  perfons  of  the  grelteft  eminence  had 
pronounced,  that  by  it  (licre  would  be  no  difficulty  in  dividing 
any  lands  in  the  kingdom.  Its  intention  was  to  diminifti  the  ex* 
pence  of  Inclofing  lands.  Including  thofe  that  might  have  the  lanc- 
tion  of  this  Houfc  before  the  end  of  the  feflion,  there  had  already 
pafTed  in  all  1900  private  bills,  the  expence  of  which  had  been  at 
leaft  8co,oool.  Inftead  of  impofing  fuch  an  expence  upon  private 
perfons,  before'  they  could  inclofe  their  own  lands,  if  the  Lcgifla* 
turc  had  employed  the  fame  fum  in  encouraging  agriculture,  die  j 
fcarcity  now  prevailing  might  not  have  been  felt,   nor  would  we 
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bofve  beep  vi4ef  the  neceflity  of  expending,  perhaps,  -  the^fam  pf  5 
jnillions  annually  in  bounties  upon  com,  and  in  (Undulating  the  in^ 
duflry^  atid  promoting  the  agriculture  of  other  countries..  Bj  giv- 
ii^  t&&  ^  the  meafure  recommended  by  the  Cpmmittee,  a  ^mi* 
lar  preffure  might  in  future  be  prevented,  and  the  wealth  of  the 
|ia|^  itiQnitely  increafed^—^  Leave  granted  nem,  am. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  Ukewifc  moved  "  That  this  day  Ife'n- 
night  ^e  Houfe  do  reiblve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whote 
Houfe,  toxonfider  the  propriety  of  granting  a  bQunty  pa.  the  railing 
of  potatoes."— Agreed  to. 

.  Mr.  GREY  rofe  and  faid,  that  previous  to  the  adjournment  a 
inefiage  h^Kl  been  received  from  His  Majefty, .  announcing,  that  fuct| 
t  ftateof  things  had  taken  pl^ce  in  France,  as  would  induce  him 
to  give  the  fpeedieft  €fk&  to  any  defire-  for  peace  AaX  might  be  (hewn 
by  the  French  Government.  This  communicatlcxi  had  raifed  a 
very  general  hope  of  peaj^e,  and  he  trufted  that  no  circumftances 
ba4  intervened  by  which  it  wQuId  be  difappointed.  At  prefent  he 
only  rofe  to  afk  His  MajeAy's  Mipifters'if  they  meant  to  givq  any 
cmnoiunication  to  the  Houfe  in  purfuance  of  this  meflage,  on  the 
ftate  of  affairs  relative  to  a  peace. 

,;  Mu  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  that  it  was  not  incumbent  upoo 
him  to  make  any  anfwcr  to  the  queftion. 

Mr.  GREY  then  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  fe  nnight  h^ 
would  make  a  motion  relative  to  peace. 

.Mr.,M»  ROBINSON  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  fe  nnight 

be  tfould  move,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incapacitate  Members 

ofiP^rliamcnt.from  having  any  fhare  in  loans. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
« 

fVedhefdayy   3^  February, 

Lord  STOPFORD  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  His  Mnjefty 
had  been  waited  on,  with  the  addrefs,  congratulatory  on  the  birth 
of  a  Princefs,  which  he  was  picafed  to  receive  moft  gracioufly. 
.  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  make,  to- 
morrow fortnight^  a  motion  rcfpeding  the  abolition  of  tlie  (lave 
trade. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  prefcnted  fomc  accounts  of  the 
tsipencefc  incurred  in  the.  erediion  of  barracks. 
"  Gehdral  SMITH  faid,  he  was  happy  to  fee  even  a  part  of  tholc 
accounts  which  had  been  fo  long  required.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, but  feci  fomc  furprifc,  that  after  a  delay  of  two  months  the 
whole  of  thefe  accounts  were  not  yet  in  readinefs.  The  certain  ex- 
Tu?n<ic of  thefc  crcdlions  was  more  than  650,0001.  exclufivc  uf  wh^t 
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might  be  ix>cunrfd,  and  yet  dtat  Houfe  was  ^vlthout  any  precife  in* 
formation  6n  the  fubje£i.  He  hc^,  however,  that  die  reft  would 
be  (hortly  prepaitd,  that  the  fubjed  might  come  r^ularly  under 
Parliamentary  difcuffion. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  was  furprifed  that  the  honour- 
^able  gentleman  ihould  impute  it  as  matter  of  blame  to  him  that 
^Parliament  had  adjourned  for  iix  weeks,  for  certainly  it  was  im- 
p<^ible  that  he  could  bring  down  Recounts  to  that  Houfe,  when  ie 
was  not  fitting.  The  reafon  why  the  accounts  wcreftill  incom* 
pleat  was,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  that  the 
accounts  of  thofe  which  are  ere£ting,  and  which  are  in  contcmpla* 
tion  to  be  ereded,  as  well  as  thofe  which  ^re  already  eredied,  (hould 
be  produced,  there  was  coniiderable  diiHculty  in  making  out  the 
accounts  with  precifion.  Of  orie  thing  he  was  confideiit,  tfiat  there 
had  been  no  delay  iathe  office  which  he  had  the  honour  to  fuper-> 
intend. 

Mr.  GREY  was  awa^e  of  the  pxtent  of  the  difliculty  which  was 
occaiioned  by  the  extent  of  the  fyftem  which  the  Executive  Govenv- 
ment  were  now  purfuing  in  the  building  of  barracks.  He  knew 
alfo  that  accounts  could  not  be  produced,  when  the  Houfe  was  not 
(itting.  But  the  order  for  their  produflibn  was  paffcd  three  weeks 
before  the  adjournment,  and  iince  that,  other  fix  weeks  had  elapfed, 
and  ftill  the  accounts  were  found  to  be  incomplcat.  He  hoped  that 
Minifters  were  not  fo  negligent  of  their  duty,  as  to  go  into  a  fyftem 
of  undefined  expence,  without  ading  upon  any  given  eftimate.  If 
this  was  the  cafe,  their  conduct  was  mbft  culpable  indeed  ;  but  at 
all  events,  the  delay  which  had  accompanied  ,the  making  out  of 
thefc  papers,  was  highly  criminal. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied,  that  there  were  Itill 
feveral  barracks  to  be  erected,  whicb  were  not  at  firft  in  contem- 
plation, and  of  which  the  eftimaces  had  not  been  as  yet  prefented 
to  the  board. 

General  TARLETON  reprobated  the  fyftem  in  toto.  There 
were  times,  he  faid,  fince  the  Revolution,  when  the  mention  of 
fucb  a  fyftem  would  have  made  every  man  in  that  Houfe  to  ihud- 
der.  But  now  every  fuch  meafurc  was  heard  with  philofophic  com* 
pofure,  and  it  fcemed  to  be  the  fole  duty  of  that  Houfe,  to  pay  the 
accounts  fent  in  by  Miqiftcrs,  whenever  the  latter  chofe  to  prefent 
them. 

The  accounts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  on  the  mo- 
ton  of  Mr.  Grey,  to  be  printed. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  there  be  laid  upon  the  table,  an 
account  of  the  quantity  of  corn  and  flo^  imported  into  this  kin?. 
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drnn,  iince  tho  pafling  of  the  late  bill,  with  the  ramcffof  the  poity 
at  which  the  entries  have  been  made,  and  die  names  of  the  peribtw 
who  claimed  the  bounty  on  fuch  imports* 
Ordered. 

7iurfdayt   February  4« 

Mr.  RYDER  acquainted  the  Houfc,  that  the  gmtlcmcn,  ap- 
|x>imed  to  attend  Her  Majcfty  with  the  congratulation  of  this  Houfe, 
had  attended  Her  Majedy  accordingly  ;  and  that  Her  Majedy  was 
pleafed  to  fay : 

I  return  ym  myjineerr  thanks  for  your  congratulations  an  the 
hirth  of  a  Princefs^  and  for  the  fliare  you  take  in  the  fatisfu^ion  I 
mufi  receive  from  an  event  in  which  I  feel  myfelffo  marly  inter ejlcd. 

Friday^  February.^. 

Mr.  EDWARD  JAMES  ELIOt  reported  to  the  Houfc, 
that  their  Roj'al  Highncflcs  the  Prince  and  Princef>  of  Wales  \a^ 
been  attended  with  the  congratulatory  mcflagc  of  this  Houfe,  upon 
her  Royal  Highncfs's  having  been  delivered  of  a  Princcfs  ;  and  that 
His  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following anfwcr : 

Geatlewen  of  the  Heufe  of  Cimfnons^ 

I  and  tije  Princefs  are  both  exceedingly  gratified  by  thisproofofymr 
duty  to  Hh  Majefiy^  and  of  the  interefl  you  take  in  the  increafe  ofHif 
family  \  and  we  return  you  our  particular  thanks  for  your  congratula* 
tions  to  us  an  the  prefent  occqfiin. 

Monday i   February  8. 

Mr.  MANNING  prcfcnted  a  petition  from  a  number  of  mer- 
chants reCJent  in  the  cities  of  London  and  WeftminAer  and  .the 
JBorough  of  Southwark,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  them 
to  ere&  and  eftabliih  n^w  wet-docks,  and  legal  quays  and  wharfs 
upon  the  river  Thames,  according  to  fome  plans  prcfentcd  with  the 
petition,  as  the  incrcafcd  commerce  of  the  country  required  fuch 
accommodations. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  begged  permiffion  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
ivith  a  few  words  before  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table.  He 
sgrced  with  the  petitioners,  that  the  increafed  commerce  of  the 
country  required  additional  accommodations ;  but  he  hoped  that 
the  Houfc  would  confidcr  that  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don enjoyed  certain  franohifcs,  privileges,  and  immunities,  as  fet- 
tled upon  ihcm  by  charters  and  variouo  ads  of  Parliament,  which 
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would  be  totally  done  a^ay  if  the  objeA  of  the  petitioners^  accord- 
ing to  their  prcfcnt  plan,  were  confirmed  by  law  and  carfied  into 

^execution. — Duriog.the  prefcnt  war  the  merchants  had  been  greatly 
incommoded  for  want  of  quays  and  wharfs  to  land  their  impoita» 
or  (hip  their  exports  from  this  country,  with  any  reaibnable  expe- 
dition,  owing  to  the  detention  of  veffels^  both  at  home  and  abroad^ 
for  convoy ;  whereby  the  river  Thames,  though  fo  admirably  large^ 
was  fcarcely  large  enough  for  the  quantity  of  traders  in  it,  at  the 
lime  time  to  unload  or  (hip  their  goods,  with  convenience  and  dif-* 
patch.  A  (imilar  inconvenience  was  experienced  and  complained  ^ 
of  fomc  few  years  ago,  and  a  bill  was  accordingly  brought  into  Par- 
liament to  obviate  it,  which  fSiScd  that  Houfe;  but  for  what  rea(bn 
he  did  not  know,  it  was  objeded  to  elfe where,  and  did  not  pafs 
into  a  law.  Now  in  refpe£l  to  the  prefent  meafurc  he  wa»  de(ired 
by  his  conditutents  and  the  corporation  of  London  to  inform  the 
Houfe,  that  the  corporation  had  already  authorized  fome  of  its 
members  to  attend  the  committees  of  the  petitioning  merchants,  and 
Was  deiirous  to  render  every  kind  of  accommodation  poflTibk,  cx>r- 
(ident  with  their  own  charters.  That  furthermore  they  had  already 
allowed  an  i  mmenfe  fum ,  as  the  expenditure  for  plans  of  improvement 
and  accommodation,  and  that  if  the  wharfs  were  cradled  and  efta^ 

'  blifhed  according  to  the  prefent  plans  of  the  petitioners,  the  whole 
of  the  wealth,  commerce  and  property  of  the  city  of  London  would 
be  diverted  to  another  place,  and  a  new  city  of  London  be  e(b- 
bli(hed  in  oppoiition  to  the  old  one.  He  hqped  therefore  that  the. 
pbjefl  of  the  petition  would  be  fairly ^nd  deliberately  examined,  and 
at  the  fame  time  afTured  (he  Houfc  that  by  the  next  feflion  of  Par* 
liament,  the  city  of  London  expe^cd  to  be  ready  with  fuch  plans 
of  improvement  and  accommodation  as  might  remove  the  complaints 
of  the  merchants,  and  prevent  the  evils  which  the  objeA  of  the  pe- 
tition, if  carried  into  effi^ct,  was  likely  to  produce. 

Mr.  Al^lerman  ANDERSON  enforced  the  £ime  arguments 
ag^inft  th^  6bje&  of  the  petition. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  hoped  that  while  the  mcmben  of 
the  city  of  London  were  doing  their  4uty,  th&  Hoitfe  would  not 
fuficr  any  prepofleflion  to  take  place.  He  faidi  that  with  regard  tt 
the  fum  which  had  been  expended  by  the  corporation^  the  benefit 
was  in  a  great  meafure  loft  to  the  petitioners,  whilft  they  were  de- 
portved  of  the  proper  conveniences  for  loading  and  unloading  their 
goods.  He  (lated,  that  at  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Hull,  th9 
merchants  had  entered  into  fubfcriptions  (imilar  to  that  of  the  peti* 
tioners,  for  forming  wet  docks,  &c.  which  they  found  to  be  fo 
materially  conducive,  to  their  cgavcniencc  and  advantage.     Hd 
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Hztcd  the  inconrvcniencics  which  the  Wcft-India  itierchants  had 
complained  of  in  the  port  of  London,  and  cemarked  that  Liver- 
pool wa$  growing  up  in  trade  and  rival  opulence^  folely  from  the^ 
convenience  of  its  quays. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  admitted  that  *hc  complaints 
4)fthe  petitioners  were  well  founded,  for  he  had  himfelf  experienced 
fome  of  the  inconveniences,  but  all  the  claim  of  thfc  city  of  London, 
in  refpeft  to  the  obje<S  of'  the  petition,  was  fimply  this,  the  claim 
of.  preference.  Hehsld  no  doubt  but  the  plans  of  die  city  of  Lon- 
don, when  prepared,  would  be  commenfurate  to  the  ncceflity,  and 
as  the  bill  propofed  involved  a  mitter  of  ferious  confcquence,  and 
threatened  to  injure  the  interefts  t)f  the  corporation  of  the  city,  the 
Houfe  (hould  be  cautious  how  they  fufFered  the  corporation  to  be 
trenched  upon,  for  if  this  were  done  in  the  prefent  inflance,  it 
might  be  farther  injurious  by  edalifhing  a  precedent  in  future. 

Alderman  LE  MESURIER,  in  addition  to  what  the  other 
Aldermen  had  Aated,  obferved,  that  there  were  certain  privileges  of 
the  Borough  of  Southwark  which  would  alfo  be  afiedted,  if  the  bill 
propofed  (hould  pafs  into  a  law. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  fald,  he  ^i(hed  to  put  the  Houfe  on 
Its  guard,  by  dating  the  magnitude  of  the  propofition  attempted  to  be 
brought  forward.  With  refped  to  the  wet  docks  at  Hull  -and 
Liverpool,  the  bill  in  thofe  cafes,  did  not  go  to  difpoflefs  the  cor- 
porations of  their  privileges,  whereas  this  petition  wefit  to  diveft  the 
torporation  of  London  of  rights,  which  they  had  enjoyed  fix)m  time 
Immemorial ;  it  made  a  dire6l  attack  on  the  immunities  and  privi- 
leges of  the  city.  He  therefore  viewed  the  propofed  bill  as  an  ob- 
jefl  of  very  great  magnitude,  which  deeply  affedted  the  corporation 
6f  London.  He  alkdged  that  this  petirion,  and  the  plan  it  pnxJ- 
|)ofed,  went  to  injure  and  difpoflcfs  1600  families,  befidcs  10,000 
labourers  about  the  quays,  &c.  who  would  be  thereby,  in  a  great 
ihfieafur^,  deprived  of  their  livelihood. 

Mr.  MANNING  rofe  to  obfcrve,  that  out  of  the  number  of 
thofe  iqumediately  concerned,  1 47  j  had  already  given  their  affent 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  of  whom  287  were  owners,  and 
1186  Wfere  occirpiere. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  faid,  that  however  the  corporation  of  the  city, 
as  a  body,  might  tfonfidcr  themfclvcs  to  be  afFe£^ed,  he  could  not 
but  regard  this  petition  as  containing  much  of  the  fcnfc  of  the  ref^ 
peflable  inhabitant^  and  leading  intcrcft  of  the  commerce  of  the  city 
of  London  ;  a  great  number  of  wealthy  and  tefped^able  merchants 
were  concerned  in  this  pcution,  and  he  was  pcrfunded  (hat  were  it 
^rried  round  from  houfe  to  houfe,  there  would  be  a  great  mnjority 
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of  the  mercantile  intcreft  in  its  favour  ;  fo  that  if  there  was  an  op- 
pofition  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  it  was  the  oppofition  and  the  intereft 
of  the  corporation  of  London,  againft  the  fenfc  of  a  great  nriajority 
of  the  commercial  inhabitants  of  London. 

llie  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee, 
confifting  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  the  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls,  the  members  of  the  city  and  counties  adjacent,  the  gentle- 
men of  the  long  robe  and  merchants.  ^ 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid,  that  on  the  firft  open  day  he  (hould 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  prefent  alarming  high  price  of  grain 
and  provifions.  After  fome  converfation  with  the  Speaker,  Friday 
next  was  the  day  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  ROSE  brought  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on  legacies 
and  eftatcs,  and  granting  other  duties  thereon.  He  faid  that  from 
the  general  underftandingon  a  former  day  of  the  propriety  of  having 
this  bill  well  confidercd,  he  (hould  move  for  the  firft  reading  of  it 
now,  the  fecond  on  Wcdnefday  next,  then  have  it  committed  the 
day  following,  and  the  blanks  filled  up  and  printed,, and  afterwards 
to  have  it  recommitted  on  fome  diftant  day. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  wiflied  that  the  notice  had  not 
been  given  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe. 

This  bill  was  read  a  firft  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Wcdnefday  next. 

Mr.  GREY  rofc  to  beg  leave  to  prefent  a  petition,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  and  ^^hich  was  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  inaf^ 
much  as  it  was  figned  by  only  one  perfon.  But  when  he  informed 
the  Houfe  th^t  that  perfon  was  rto  lefs  than  Sir  Francis  Blake,  a 
perfon  of  the  purcft  patriotifm,  and  of  tried  integrity,  he  trufted 
there  would  be  no  uneafy  apprehenfion  with  refpcft  to  its  tendency. 
When  it  was  recoile<^ed  that  the  national  burdens  have  rifen  to  the 
moft  alarming  amount,  it  would  not  furprife  the  Houfe  that  a  man 
of  his  difpofition  fhoi^d  turn  his  thoughts  to  the  prevention  of  that 
evil  which  had  often  been  foretold,  but  which  now  comes  more  im« 
mediately  in  profpeft,  a  national  bankruptcy.  Our  prefent  fitua- 
tion  called  in  a  peculiar  degree  for  fome  prudent  intervention,  fincc 
we  had  juft  fecn  that  taxation  could  no  longer  be  extended,  for  the 
bill  that  had  been  lately  read,  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  laftofour 
rcfources.  Some  remedy  was  required  to  meet  the  uncontfolable 
profufion  of  Minifters,  which  had  been  more  extravagant  during 
the  prefent  war  than  in  the  moft  extravagant  of  all  wars,  the  war 
with  America,  and  the  petitioner  had  attempted  lo  fuggeft  a  plan 
for  it.  There  certainly  were  many  objcdions  to  the  plan  of  the 
petition,  fome  of  which  he  could  ftart  himfclf  j  but  notwitKftandinj 
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he  thought  it  entitled  to  the  conflderatton  of  Ae  Houfe.  It  has 
been  a  repeated  aflertion)  that  the  land  of  the  kingdom  pay's  all  tax- 
ation,  for  commerce  can  (hift  it  off  and  elude  it  a  thoufand  ways, 
while  land  has  no  mode  of  evafion.  This  might  he  true  in  th« 
infancy  of  commerce,  but  now  it  was  matter  of  a  little  doubt.— 
When  the  Miniftcr,  however,  had  himfclf  computed  the  rental  of 
the  landed  property  of  the  kingdom  to  be  no  more  tlian  twenty-fiv# 
millions,  while  the  annual  taxes  were  equivalent,  fome  inquiry 
ought  to  be  made  as  to  the  fiate  of  the  national  finances.  Tba 
Houfe  might  probably  recoiled,  that,  fome  years,  ago,  a  perfonof 
the  name  of  Hutchinfon  made  an  ingenious  calculation  upon  this  fuh- 
jc(S,  affcrting  that  there  was  no  public  de>f,  for  it  was  the  debt  of 
individuals,  who  might  each  difchajgi*  his  (hare,  ahd,  in  lieu  of 
taxes,  propofcd  that  each  (hould  libake  a  contribution  for  its  dif- 
charge. — :Thc  petitioner  had  taken  up  this  idea,  andafied  upon  the 
ftimc  plan.'  As  to  the  general  objefi  of  the  expenditure,  and  the 
ncccflity  of  interpofing  fome  check  to  it,  the  fafety  of  the  country 
demanded  that  it  (hould  no  longer  be  delayed.  He  had  waited  thr^c 
or  four  davs  for  the  attendance  of  fome  of  the  Miniilers  before  he 
prefented  this  petition,  and  he  now  prefented  it  to  his  regret, 
when  there  was  only  a  (ingle  Minifter  in  the  Houfe. 
Tl)e  petition  was  read  as  follows  : 

^ 

To  the  Houfe  of  Commoni. 
The  kamble  Petition  of  Sir  Francis  Blakq  Bart. 
Shcweth 
1  hat  the  petitioner  may  be  permitted,  by  the  Hoafe,  to  (ketch  for  their 
conlidcracion  the  outline  of  ao  arraosemcDt^  which  takes  for  its  aim  the 
f  olitical  ifalvation  of  this  country,  tne  happinefs  of  the  community  at 
\jit%*^.^  and  of  every  individual ;  and  which  propo(es  to  work  its  eliei\  by 
means  which  are  apparently  both  eafy,  certain,  {aie>  and  honourable  : 
aiKi  the  petitioner  farther  prayeth,  that'  it  may  be  permitted  him  to  fts^e 
to  the  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  their  more  ready  determination,  therea- 
ions  which  have  influenced  him  to  fuppofe  the  arrangement  in  queftion  to 
be  fraught  with  the  benefits  fuggefted  by  him ;  which  are  briefly  as  follow 
•— That,  from  fources  of  inforpiation  the  beft  within  his  reach,  it  has  ap« 
pcared  to  the  complete  fatisfa^ion  of  the  petitioner,  that  trade  is  pot  an 
^objcifl  which,  by  any  poflible  human  contrivance,  can  be  made  amenable 
to  the  payment  of  any  tax>hat  can  afl!ed  the  parties  concerned  in  its  ms^ 
n:<grment,  inafmuch  as  the  parties  fo  concerned  can  always  contrive  to  rt- 
lifve  themfclves  by  (hifilne  the  weight,  which  in  that  ca(em^(l  ultimately 
and  principally  fall  upon  the  proprietors  of  land,  who  have  no  fuch  means 
«)f  (hifting  the  weight :  that  uniformly,  as  the  trade  of  the  nation  has  more 
or  Icfs  flouri(hed,  the  territorial  rental  has,  in  like  manner  and  in  foma 
fuch  proportion,  been  obferved  to  advance.  That  in  the  year  1600,  the 
CrrrhorUl  rental  did  not  exceed  fix  millions  per  annum  :  that  from  the 
year  1600  to  168 8*  under  all  the  difficulties  and  diftrefles  of  the  interven- 
ing fpace,  the  trade  of  the  country  iocreafed,  and  the  rental  advanced  from 
irx  (o  iburteen  millions  per  jUiauaa  ■-■computing  (hei  sfore^  by  the  raft  ki* 
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creafe  of  trade  from  the  period  laft  named  to  the  prefent  time^  comprizia^ 
a  feries  of  years  for  the  moil  part  favourable,  the  ikal  refolc  muft  be,  that 
the  prefent  renral  cannot  realonably  be  fuppofedtafall  (hortof  ^omiJUant 
per, annum;  which  led  of  courfe  to  the  following  cpncluHons — that  the 
wty  to  advance  the  land  is  to  give  ever/  poflible  encouragement  ro  trade 
—that  the  way  to  deprefs  the  land  is  to  burthen  trade— that  to  burthen 
tra4eis,  in  effe^,  to  burthen  land,  befides  deprcfiing  it.— Taking,  there- 
fore, the  prefent  territorial  renul  at  fifty  millions  per  annum — ^tbe  funded 
rental  at  ten  millions — the  two  together  at  iixty  millions  per  annum — the 
prelcnt  payments  to  Government  at  fifteen  millions  per  annum — the  prcf- 
fure  of  thofe  payments  on  the  rental  named,  authorized  by  general  acknow- 
,lodeenient,  at  fifteen  (hillings  in  the  pound — the  petitioner  proceeded-  to 
reau>n  upon  thofe  data,  as  fullows  :  if  it  be  true  that  the  territorial  and 
funded  rental  is  fixty  millions  per  annum — then  it  is  true  alfo,  that  five 
(hillings  in  the  pound 'on  fuch  rental  willraife  a  revenue,  of  fifteen  millions 
per  annum  :  if  it  is  truf,  that  we  now  pajr  at  the  fate  of  fifteen  (liillings 
in  the  pound  to  raife  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions — ^then  is  it  alfo  true,  chat 
the  trading  part  of  the  nation  can  always  contrive  to  create  for  thcrofelves 
an  exemption  from  ft  ate  burthens^  then  is  it  true  alfo,  that  the  landed  and 
funded  proprietors  are,  and  have  all  along,  to  their  irreparable  lofs,  been 
the  principal,  if  not  the  fole,  paymallersof  all  in^polls,  and,  confeqqently. 
that  little  or  no  injury  will  bt;  done  to  that  body  of  men,  but  that  great 
and  lailing  advantage  will  accrue  to  them  and  to  their  pofterity,  by  chang* 
ing  the  mode,  as  here  propofed,  of  colleding  the  revenue.    The  petitioner 
therefore  prays,  that  he  maybe  permitted  and  authorifed  to  cnarge  his 
real  eftates  with  the  payment  0130,000!.  or  with  the  payment  of  fuch 
other  fnm,  be  the  fame  more  or  lefs,  as  may  he  afccrtained  by  the  Houfe 
to  be  his  proportionate  (hare  of  the  public  debt  to  be.  parcelled  out  for  pay- 
ment among  the  feveral  proprietors  of  lands,  mines^  waters,  tythes,  rents 
in  any'  way  arifing  therefrom,  monies  fo  fecured  and  public  ninds  :  ai\4 
the  petitioner  farther  prays,  that  his  faid  eftates  may  be  made  fubjed  to 
the  payment  of  intereft  on  the  fum  to  be  fo  charged,  as  above,  at  the  rate 
of  4I.  per  cent,  or  any  other  rate  or  interefl,  be  the  fame  more  or  I^(j^, 
which  n)ay  appear  to  the  Houfe  to  be  his  proportionate  (hare  of  the  a)a- 
nual  charge  of  the  faid  public  debt,  fuppofmg  the  fame  to  be  transferred 
as  aforefaid  :  and  the  petitioner  fanher  prays,  that  he  may  be  permitted 
and  authorized  to  pay,  in  future,  his  proportionate  (hare  of  the  civil  lift 
and  peace  eftabliihment  by  an  annual  pound  rate,  the  quantum  of  which 
pound  rate  to  be  afcertained  by  the  Houfe  in  like  ma^nner  as  before  Ips 
been  named:  and  the  petitioner  farther  prays,  that  as  often  a^  the  exigen- 
cies of  government  may  require  a  farther  aid»  he  may  be  permitted  ai\^ 
authorifed  to  pay  his  proportionate  (hare  of  the  fame  by  fuch  an  additional 
pound  rate  as  may  be  afcertained  by  the  Houfe».  to  be  fiifficif  nt  to  acou* 
^nulate  the  fum  which  would  fall  to  his  lot  of  ps^m^nt,  fuppoCng  the 
whole  annual  fupply  to  be  raifed  within  the  year,  and  parcelled  out  for 
payment  among  the  feveral  proprietors  aforefaid  ;  and  the  petitioner  farther 
prays,  that  he  may  be  permitted  and  aotbofifed  to  make  fuch  temporary 
and  fuch  permanent  payments,  as  have  been  feverally  named  and  a(rented 
to  on  his  part,  by  half  yearly  inftalments,  and  that  the  (ame  may  be  de- 
clared to  be  accepted  in  fuU  fatisfa<5tion  of  his  proportionate  (haic:  of  all 
taxes,  cuftoms,  duties,  and  parliamentary  impoits,  laid  already ,  or  whti;h 
hereafter  vasty  be  laid,  on  the  fubjefis  of  this  country,  or  their  concerns. 

Ordered  to  lie  up:  in  the  table. 

C  % 
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The  Marine  Mutiny  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflcd. 

Sir  ROBERT  SALISBURY  wiOied  to  know  of  the  honour- 

« 

able  gentleman  who  had  given  notice  before  the  recefs  diat  he  in- 
tended to  propofe  a  tax  upon  dogs,  whether  be  intended  to  bring 
that  ^fubjeft  forward  ? 

Mr.  DENT  faid  he  had  that  intention,  and  that. he  Hiould  pro- 
pofe it  in  the  next  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  unlefs  he  (hould 
have  the  Minifter's  aflbrance  that  he  himfelf  was  determined  to 
pr6pofe  it  early  in  the  next  fcflion  of  Parliament,  in  which  cafe  he 
flioul4  give  it  up  under  a  conviflion  of  its  being  likely  to  be  more 
efFe£tual  than  if  it  came  from  him.  The  idea  he  had  of  this*  tax 
ivas,  that  it  (hould  be  appropriated  folcly  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

After  a  few  words  the  bufinefs  ended  for  the  prefcnt. 

Some  private  bufinefs  being  afterwards  gone  through,  the  Houfc 
adjourned* 

* 

Tuefday^  gfh  February. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  the  circumftanccs  of  the  late  loan, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Smith  hoped  that  it  might 
be  printed  on  Thurfday  Or  Friday,  as  he  Intended,  in  the  courfe  of 
next  week,  to  make  a  motion  on  the  fame, 

General  SMITH  rofe  to  (late  to  the  Houfc  a  motion  which  he 
would  then  fubmit,  refpefting  the  barrack  returns.  He  faw  'the 
name  of  General  Dc  Lanccy  to  the  accoimts  of  forty-four  ditfcrcnt 
barracks ;  but  the  rtianncr  in  which  the  expcnccs  were  applied  was 
not  fpccificd.  General  Smith  was  proceeding  at  large  againft  fuch  a 
niodc  of  furnifhing  accounts,  when 

The  Speaker  informed  him  that  he  was  irregular  in  making 
a  preamble  to  his  motion. 

Upon  which  he  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  account  of  the  number  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  for  which  the 
different  barracks  were  provided." 

Mr.  GREY  wi(hed  to  know  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  when 
the  farther  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  which  were  called  for  pre- 
vious to  the  recefs,  would  be  furnifhed  to  the  Houfe  r  a^  he  intended, 
if  he  did  not  get  a  fatisfax5lory  anfwer,  to  make  the  following  mo- 
tion, which  embraced  the  whole  of  the  queAion  on  which  he  wanted 
information :  **  That  there  be  hid  before  the  Houfe,  edimatcs  of 
the  ground  rents  of  grounds  on  which  barracks  have  been  built— of 
the  yfarly  rents  of  buildings  occupied  as  barracks — and  of  the  mo- 
r>ies  expended  in  the  purcliafc  of  grounds  for  the  farther  credlioa  of 
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barracks."  And  he  hoped  that  the  fame  delay  would  not  accom- 
pany the  production  of  this  which  had  attended  the  former  accounts. 
The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied,  that  he  believed  the 
accounts  which  the  honourable  gentleman  called  for,  were  to  be 
found  either  in  thofc  furnifhcd  to  the  Houfc,  or  in  other  accounts 
now  about  to  be  furnifhed.  He  was  certain  that  General  De  Lan- 
ccy  had  it  in  his  power  to  give  regular  returns  of  the  expcnces  of  the 
barracks  already  built  and  occupied  ;  and  this,  he  prefumcd,  was 
th«weafe.  It  was  true,  Government  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
build  more  barracks;  but  they  had  not  yet  deter m.ined  tc\  what  ex- 
tent. When  this  point  (hould  be  fettled,  the  accounts  could  be 
fubmittcd  widi  precifion,  till  then  there  cuuld  be  no  precife  calcu- 
lation. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  he  confcnted  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, '  on  account  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary's  Aatement, 
though  he  was  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  the  information  he  received. 
He  could  not  forbear  exprcfling  his  aftoninimcnt,  that  Government 
fhould  be  proceeding  on  a  fcalc  of  undefined  expences,  in  profc- 
cuting  an  objeft  which  in  any  times  but  the  prefent,  would  |iavc 
been  contemplated  with  jealoufy  and  horror.  He  did  not  mean 
now  to  enter  upon  the  argument,  as  the  fubjeft  would,  in  a  (hort 
time,  undergo  a  full  and  fcrious  parliamentary  difcuffion,  when  he 
hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  exprtfs  their  dctcftation  of  a  fyftcm 
which  had  been  adopted  without  their  confent,  which  had  involved 
the  country  in  an  immcnfe  expenditure,  without  their  concurrence, 
and  which  had  been  reprobated  in  all  good  times  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion.  It  was  an  alarming  circumdnncc  to  fee  1,158,0001.  laid 
out  already  in  this  bufinefs;  and  flill  more  to  fee  Adminiftration 
going  on  in  a  plan  of  undefined  cxpence.  Where  were  they  to  ftopi 
He  wiftied  again  to  afk  the  right  honourable  Secretary  when  Mi* 
niflers  would  have  their  minds  made  up — when  he  could  furnifli 
eflimatcs  of  thofe  barracks  to  be  built  ? 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  could  not  fix  any  particular 
time ;  he  had  before  faid  all  he  could  fay  on  the  fubjeft.  The 
honourable  gentleman  might  call  their  building  more  barracks  an 
indefinite  intention  perhaps,  as  they  had  not  their  minds  made  up; 
but  they  merely  were  mfiiCermined  as  to  the  number.  They  had 
no  idea  of  an  indefinite  erc£lion  of  barracks,  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tieman  feemed  to  argue. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  SECREl'ARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  a  paper,  cpntaining 
a  lift  of  the  late  promotions  0^  Officers*  in  India,  which  was  or- 
()crcd  to  lie  upon  the  table.  4 
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adopted.  In  the  times  of  Charles  II.  it  was  faid,  that  Lord 
Clarendon  was  confirmed  in  his  love  for  the  Conftitution,  hy  a 
very  remarkable  circumftance.  When  he  began  to  ftudy  the  laws 
of  his  courttry,  his  father,  after  laying  down  fomc  maxims  which 
he  recommended  as  proper  for  him,  to  conform  to  in  his  political 
condu£t,  immediately  expired.  The  prefent  Minifter  might  have 
learned  patriotifm  from  a  fimilar  occurrence  in  the  hiftory  of  his  il- 
luftrious  father,  who,  after  attempting  to  make  a  great  effort  in 
behalf  of  his  country,  dropped  down,  and  never  after  appeared  in 
public.  He  brought  forward  his  motion  with  fomc  precipitation, 
he  faid,  bccaufe  he  underftood  that  there  was  a  probability  of  pro- 
fee  uting  the  war  for  another  campaign  at  Icaft,  and  that  for  the 
purpofe  of  aiding  this  profecution,  another  loan  was  to  be  negociated 
for  the  Emperor  in  this  country,  and  he  wilhed  to  have  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfc  dccrde  upon  the  qucftion  with  unbiaffod  minds, 
fo  that  the  Public  might  have  no  ground  to  imagine  they  were  in- 
tereftcd  in  that  ncgociatidn.  Though  urged  by  an  impulfe  of  duty 
to  this  undertaking,  he  fpund  himfelf  fo  cmbarraffed,  as  to  be  un- 
able to  difcharge  it  in  the  manner  he  wiflied,  and  therefore  not  to 
intrude  any  longer  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the  Houfe,  he  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  any  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  having  any  fharc  in  a  contraft, 
commiflion,  pr  agreement  for  a  foreign  loan. 

Mr.  GREY  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  feel  himfelf  called  upon  to  trouble 
the  Houfc  much  at  length  on  the  prefent  occafion.  There  were 
two  points  of  view  in  which  the  fubjeft  had  been  confidered  by  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  the  firft  of  which  was,,  that  foreign  loans 
were  improper  means  of  profecuting  the  war.  But  as  all  foreign 
Ipans  rouft  neceffarily  come  direSly  under  the  difcuflion  of  the 
Houfe  before  they  could  be  granted,  he  faw  no  neccflity  to  antici- 
pate the  efFefl  of  that  difcuflion.  The  other  view  in  which  he  con- 
fidered the  fubje^S,  that  foreign  loans  were  means  of  minifterial 
influence,  feemed  to  him  to  be  equally  inconcluflve  as  to  the  objedl 
of  his  motion.  For  when  the  report  on  a  late  loan  came  under 
difcufllion,  which  would  fliortly  be  the  cafe,  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  deciding  how  far  the  negociation  of  loans  were  con- 
verted by  the  prefent  Adminiflration  into  inftruments  of  corruption. 
All  that  he  would  fay  now  was,  that  foreign  loans  were  not  more 
liable  to  be  abufcd  in  that  way,  than  domeflic  loans;  and  why 
Parliament  (hould  pafs  any  aS  to  encumber  the  negociation  of  a  fo- 
reign loan  in  future,  whep  perhaps  it  would  be  much  for  the  inte- 
fcA  of  the  country  that  fuch  a  loan  iliould  be  granted,  he  was  com* 
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plctcly  at  a  lofs  to  difcovcr.  He  believed  it  would  be  difHcult  to 
prevent  Members  of  Parliament  from  purchafing  fcrip  if  they  pleafed, 
after  any  loan  was  guaranteed  by  Parliament,  and  therefore  con- 
ceived the. whole  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  to  be  ufc- 
Icfs.  On  thefe  grounds  he  had  not  the  fmallcft  difficulty  in  giving 
a  decided  negative  to  the  ptefcnt  motion. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  explained,  that  he  did  not  mean  generally 
to  oppofe  all  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  but  that  he  difapproved, 
;it  aJl  times,  of  a  war  being  carried  ori  by  this  country  jn  any^ other 
way  than  by  fea,  a  warfare  which  continental  loans  were  by  no 
means  calculated  to  encourage. 

Mr.  FOX  found  no  difficulty  in  giving  his  aflfent  to  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  though  it  were  on  no  other  grounds 
than  the  impolicy  of  carrying  on  the  war  by  means  of  foreign  loans  ; 
iox  he  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  this  country  ought  never  to 
aflfida  foreign  potentate, by  way  of  loan,  becaufe  it  wasriflcing,  not 
only  for  ourfelves,  bift  for  our  poftcrity,  a  great  pecuniary  lofs,  for 
which  it  was  impoffible  at  prefent,  .for  us  to  provide*  He  had 
once  been  the  fupportcrof  a  bill  to  prohibit  contractors  from  fitting 
in  Parliament.  Then,  it  was  thought  wife,  on  account  of  the 
financial  embarraffments  of  the  country,  to  make  an  exception  in 
favour  of  thofc  who  advanced  their  money  for  the  public  fervjce,  in 
any  domeftic  loans.  But  the  principle  of  this  exception  never  could 
extend  to  contraflors  for  foreign  loans,  becaufe  the  objeift  was  not 
of  equal  public  importance.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  faid,  let  us  argue  the  queftion,  when  the 
propriety  of  granting  a  foreign,  loan  comes  under  difcuflion.  But 
what  was  the  argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ro^in- 
fon),  let  us  decide  upon  it  now,  while  every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe 
is  uninfluenced  by  perfonal.confideration  ;  l/ct  us  come  to  a  dccifion 
now,  before  we  are  bialTed  by  motives  by  which  it  is'  eafy  for  the 
judgment  to  be  mifled.  But,  faid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, we  fliall  have  the  fubjcifl  foon  under  difcuffion  when  the 
Houfe  came  to  confidcr  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on.  the  late 
loan.  That  Report  he  hoped  would  undergo  ample  and  ferious  dif- 
cuffion ;  and  when  it  comes  to  be  difcuffed,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  we 
muft  not  only  not  be  men,  but  we  muft  be  children,  if  we 
can  fuppofe  that  fo  great  advantage  can  be  derived  by  any  indivi- 
duals from  a  public  loan  as  has  certainly  accrued  to  certain  indivi- 
duals from  the  late  loan,  without  the  poffibility  of  this  advantage 
being  converted  into  an  inftrument  of  parliamentary  corruption. — 
And  if  this  was  the  cafe  in  domeftic  loans,  what  caution  ou^lit  to 
be  cxercifed  by  the  Houfe  when  they  fojnd  it  neccflfary  to  voteawav 
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foreign  loans  ?  If  the7  could  bring  themfelves  to  belieTC  that  there 
were  any  circum(tances  in  which  it  would  be  for  the  national  intereft 
to  grant  fuch  loans,  oqght  they  not  to  make  every  provifion  tofccure 
their  own  integrity  of  principle,  to  take  the  expediency  of  granting 
them  unbiafledly  under  confideration,  and  to  (hew  the  public  that 
they  never  would  allow  private  and  perfonal  views  to  interfere  witl^ 
thofe  difintercfted  ar^d  patriotic  motives,  which  ought  s^t  ^U  times 
to  regulate  their  public  conduct  ? 

The  Houfe  divided.  Ayes         —  19 

Noes,        ^-r-         70 

Majority     T—    51 
Adjourned. 

Friday^  February  12. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  within  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  bn  a  former  occafion  he  had  taken  aq 
opportunity  to  ftate  his  objections  to  a  bill  of  a  fimilar  nature  with 
the  prcfent,  which  had  been  thrown  out.  Now  when  he  faw  a 
bill  of  the  fame  tendency  introducec],  he  (hould  have  cxpedled  to 
have  been  appriled  of  the  defign  by  the  worthy  Aldermani  as  he 
bad  pledged  himfelf  to  oppofe  the  meafurc  if  revived.  The  bill 
went  to  extend  the  jurifdiftion  of  courts  of  confcience,  which  for- 
merly were  confined  to  fuirs  for  debts  under  40s.  In  his  opinion 
they  went  materially  to  infringe  the  rights  of  juries,  and  the  Houfe 
ought  to  be  well  affured  of  its  neccflity  before  they  gave  it  their  ap- 
probation. There  were  already  courts  of  law  in  London,  with  a 
jury,  where  fuch  matters  might  be  decided.  It  was  complained 
that  proceedings  in  thcfe  courts  were  expenfive,  but  the  quedion 
was  not  how  cheaply  but  how  well  juflice  was  adminidered  ?  He 
was  informed  however  that  the  faft  was  the  reverfe.  He  did  not 
mean  to  detra(St  from  the  commiffioners,  to  whom  the  right  of  judg- 
ing in  thefe  cafes  was  to  be  transferred,  but  he  was  certain  they 
were  not  profeffional  men.  Yet  in  queftions  to  the  extent  of  5I. 
was  it  not  probable  that  legal  points  would  arife,  which  the  commif- 
fioners  were  not  competent  to  determine  ?  He  did  not  impute  any 
blame  to  the  worthy  Alderman  ;  nor  did  he  fufpedt  any  improper 
motives  in  bringing  forward  the  bill.  He  thought,  however,  that 
it  was  carrying  from  a  court,  which  had  the  aflidance  of  a  jury, 
matters  that  could  be  very  properly  decided  by  it,  to  another  where 
the  advantage  of  a  JU17  was  wanting,  and  where  they  could  not  fo 
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well  be  inveftigated.     He  would  therefoit  oppoie  the  bill  in  every 
fiage. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  would  find  that  many  of  hi$  objections  were  removed 
by  the  prefent  bilU  When  the  courts  of  Confcience  were  firft  in- 
ftituted,  the  fum  of  40s.  was  much  greater  than  5I.  now,  and  it 
was  only  agreeably  to  the  original  fpirit  and  defign  of  the  inditution 
that  their  authority  was  now  to  be  extended.  He  highly  refpedted 
the  rights  of  juries,  and  no  man  could  afcribe  to  him  any  with  to 
abridge  their  power.  ^  i 

Leave  granted  to  bring  in  the  bill.  ^ . 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid  that  he  had  intended  to  bring  forward 
certain  motions  relative  to  the  high  price  of  corn,  which  he  believed 
would  come  better  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  this 
fubjeA,  which  flood  for  Monday.  As  he  underftood  that  Monday 
would  be  dedicated  to  important  public  difcuflionsi  he  would  move 
that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  high  price  of  cdm,  on  Monday, 
ihould  be  difcharged,  and  renewed  for  Tuefday. 

Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  preparatory  Committee,  in  which 
leave  wasgiven  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  carrying  of  flaves ; 
and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  received,  and  leave 
granted  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  order  of  the  day  tor  the  fecond  reading  of  a  bill  for  regula* 
ting  the  wages  of  labourers  being  read,  Mrl  WHITBREAD,  jun. 
rofe  and  faid,  that  (b  con(iderable  a  period  had  intervened  (ince  the 
firft  reading  and  printing  of  the  prefent  bill,  that  he  could  labour 
under  no  imputation  of  a  de(ire  to  hurry  it  precipitately  through  the 
Houfe.  Ample  room  had  been  given  for  members  to  confider  ma* 
turely  its  objefl  and  regulations,  and  to  collect  from  their  conditu- 
ents  fuch  information  as  they  mi^t  require.  He  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen had  Improved  the  opportunity  which  this  intetval  had  oiFer- 
ed  for  that  purpofe.  For  his  own  part,  from  fome  unforranate  pri- 
vate circumftances,  he  had  not  made  fuch  an  extenfive  inveftiga-* 
tion  of  the  fubje6t  as  he  could  have  wiihed  ;  but  every  ftep  which  he 
had  taken,  and  every  inquiry  that  he  had  inftituted,  convinced 
him  of  the  neceffity  of  remedying  the  prefent  grievances  of  the  in- 
duftrious  poor  by  fome  legiflative  provilions.  Whether  thofe  which 
he  had  fuggefted  were  the  moft  proper  to  be  adopted,  was  a  quefiion 
which  he  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe?  Having  beftow- 
ed  confiderable  pains  and  attention  in  drawing  up  the  bill,  he  might 
have  left  it  for  their  confideration  and  determination  upon  its  merits 
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alone,  did  not  the  neccflity  of  the  fubjcfl,  and  the  apparent  novcltjr 
ot*  the  meafure,  demand  a  few  words  inexplanation,  and  they  Qiould 
he  but  few.      He  felt  as  much  as  any  man  how  greatly  it  was  to  be 
defired  that  legiflative  interference  in  matters  of  this  nature  (hould 
be  aboliftied,  and  the  price  gf  labour,  like  every  other  commfsdity^ 
be  left  to  find  its  own  level.     From  rcafonings  upon  the  fubjedl, 
the  refult  wa^  that  it  always  would  find  its  level ;  but  the  deduc- 
tions of  reafon  were  confuted  by  experience  ;  for  he  appealed  to  the 
fcnfe  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  fituation  of  the  labouring  poor  in 
this  country  was  fuch  as  any  feeling  or  liberal  mind  would  wi(h  ? 
He.  did  not  mean  that  the  wages  of  the  labourers  were  inadequate 
for  his  fubfiftence  and  comfort  in  times  of  temporary  fcarcity  and 
unufual  hardfhip  ;  but  even  at  the  period  preceding  this  diftrefs  the 
evil  likewife  prevailed.     In  moft  parts  of  the  country,  the  labourer 
had  long  been  ftruggling  with  increafing  mlfery,  till  the  preffurehad 
rifen   to  a  height  almoft  too  grievous  to  be  endured,  while  the 
patience  of  the  fuffercrs  under  their  accumulated  diflreffes  had  been 
confpicuous  and  exemplary.     And  did  not  fuph  diftrefs,  fupported 
with  fo  much  fortitude,  merit  relief  from  the  Legtflature  of  the 
country  ?      Were  it  ncccffary  to  refer  to  any  authority,  he  could 
quote  the  writings  of  Dr.  Price,  in  which  he  (hews,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  two  centuries,  the  price  of  labour  had  not  increafed  in  the 
rate  of  more  than  three  or  four  tim^s,  whereas  the  price  of  meat  had 
increafed  in  the  proportion  of  fix  or  feven  times;  and  that  of  cloath- 
ing, ;  no  lefs  than  fourteen  or  fifteen  times  in  that  period.     The 
poor's  rates  too  had  increafed  fince  the  beginning  of  the  century  from 
6oo',oool.  at  which  they  were  cfti mated,  to  upwards  of  three  mil- 
lions.     Nor  was  this  prodigious  increafe  in  the  poor's  rates  to  be 
afcribcd  to  the  advance  of  population,  for  it  was  doubtful  whether 
in  vdA  any  fuch  increafe  had  taken  place.     At  the  prefent  period  the 
contrary  (cemed  to  be  the  cafe.     By  the  preflTure  of  the  times,  mar- 
riage was   difcouraged  ;  and,  in  the  domeftic  circle,  among  the 
laborious  claiics  of  the  community,  the  birth  of  a  child,  inftead  of 
being  hailed  as  a  blefiSng,  was  confidered  as  a  curfe.     For  this 
ferious  and  alarming  evil  a  remedy  was  required,  and  to  this  was 
the  bill  in  queftion  directed.     It  is  my  wi(h,  faid  Mr.  Whitbrcad, 
\      to  refcuc  the  labouring  poor  from  a  fiate  of  flavifh  dependance,  to 
enable  the  huibandman,  who  dedicates  his  days  to  inceflTant  toil, 
to  feed,  to  clothe,  and  lodge  his  family  with  fome  degree  of  com- 
fort, 130  exempt  the  youth  of  this  country  from  the  neceflity  of  en- 
tering into  the  army  or  the  navy,  and  from  flocking  to  great  towns 
for  fubfiftence  ;  tb  prevent  the  mechanic  from  confidering  the  birth 
of  a  child  as  a  family  curfe ;  and  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  lUm  who 
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ploughs  and  fows  and  threlhes  the  com,  to  tafte  of  the  firuits  of  his 
indaihy,  by  giving  him  a  right  to  a  part  of  the  produce  of  his . 
labour.  Such  were  the  grounds  upon  which  the  bill  in  queflion 
was  built,  and  hj  which  it  was .  recommended  to  the  Houfe.  To 
thofe  who  dreaded  every  thing  which  wore  the  afpe6t  of  innovation^ 
and  who  reprobated  every  meafure  that  was  new,  he  would  fay, 
that  here  was  no  departure  ftom  e(labli(hed  precedents,  or  introduc- 
tion of  unknown  principles.  The  ftabte  of  the  5th  of  Elizabeth, . 
was  enabled  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  the  price  rf 
labour.  This  ftatute  wasafled  upon  for  forty  years,  when  it  was 
afterwards  amended  by  a  fubfequent  one  in  the  reign  of  James  the 
firft,  bearing  a  fimilar  title.  He  would  not  be  underftood  as  com- 
mending the  principle  of  thefe  ftatutes ;  on  the  contrary  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  operated  as  a  clog  to  induftry,  by  permitting 
Judiccs  to  fix  the  maximum  of  labour.  But  even  as  late  as  the 
8th  of  George  the  third,  Jufticcs  were  empowered  to  regulate  the 
wages  of  taylors,  and  even  now  the  Lord  Mayor  and  council  of 
London  control  the  rate  of  the  filk- weavers*  wages.  He  mentioned 
thefe  as  precedents,  merely  to  (hew  that  the  price  of  labour  has,  in 
different  cafes,  been  already  regulated  by  Legiflative  provifions. 
To  thofe  who  were  afraid  of  cntrufting  }ufticcs  with  the  power  with 
which  they  would  be  inveftcd  by  the  provifions  of  the  prcfcnt  bill, 
he  fhould  only  fay,  tfiat  he  left  the  power  where  he  found  it.  At 
prefent  they  were  poffefTed  of  the  power  to  opprefs  the  labourer,  and 
this  bill  only  invefted  them  with  the  additional  power  to  redrefs  his 
grievances.  By  fixing  the  minimum  of  the  wages  of  labour^  a  com^ 
fortable  fubfiflence  was  fecured  to  indudry,  and  at  the  fame  time 
greater  exertions  were  prompted  by  the  hope  of  greater  reward. .  To 
fome,  perhaps,  the  time  of  bringing  this  fubjedt  forward  might  ap- 
pear exceptionable.  There  were  thofe  who  would  fay,  if  the  la- 
bourers wwe  not  diifareffed,  why  agitate^  queilion  for  which  no 
necefllty  9alls,  and  awaken  defires  which  are  not  felt  ?  others  would 
maintain  that  it  was  unfeafonable  to  dirc£t  the  public  attention  to 
fuch  a  fubjed,  while  the  pceiTure  of  diftrefs  might  excite  difcontents, 
or  raife  unreaibnable  expe£lations.-~To  thefe  he  could  only  anfwer, 
that  he  was  riot  one  who  could  fee  wife  and  falutary  meafures  facri- 
ficed  to  a  pretended  inconvenience  in  the  circumilances  of  the  times ; 
and  that  be  was  of  opinion  that  what  was  proper  to  be  done  could 
never  be  dpne  out  of  feafon.  If  any  material  objedions  were  after- 
wards urged  againft  the  bill,  he  might  avail  himfelf  of  the  indul- 
gence allowed  to  the  perfon  who  makes  a  motion,  and  reply  to  the 
beft  of  bis  ability.  He  concluded  with  moving,  '<  That  the 
bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time," 
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Mr.  HONEYWOOD  fccondcd  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  not  obfcr\'ing  that  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  deliver  their  fenciments  on  the  prefent  bill,  could  not  give 
a  (ilcnt  vote  upon  a  queftion  of  fo  much  importance,  and  at  the  £fime 
time  of  fo  miKrh  delicacy.     In  the  interval  which  had  taken  place 
fince  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill,  he  fiad  paid  confidcrable  attention 
to  the  fubjeA,  and  endeavoured  to  colled^  information  from  the  beft 
Iburces  to  which  he  had  accefs.     The  evil  was  certainly  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  to  render  it  of  importance  to  find  out  a  proper  remedy  ; 
but  the  nature  of  the  remedy  involved  difcuflions  of  fuch  a  delicate 
and  intricate  nature,  that  none  (hould  be  adopted  without  being 
maturely  weighed.     The  prefent  fituation  of  the  labounng  poor  in 
this  country,  was  certainly  not  fuch  as  could  be  wifhed,  upon  any 
principle,  either  of  humanity  or  policy.     That  cFafs  had  of  late 
been  cxpofed  to  hardfliips  which  they  all  concurred  in  lamenting, 
and  were  equally  aAuated  by  a  dciire  to  remove.     He  would  not 
argue  how  far  the  comparifon  of  the  ftate  of  the  labourer,  relieved 
as  it  has  been  by  a  difplay  of  beneficence  never  furpaflfcd  at  any 
period,  with  the  (late  of  this  clafs  of  the  community  in  former  times, 
was  juft,  though  he  was  convinced  that  the  reprefentations  were  ex- 
aggerated.    At  any  rate  the  comparifons  were  not  accurate,  becaufe 
they  did  not  embrace  a  comprehcnfive  view  of  the  relative  fituations. 
He  gave  Mr.  Whitbread  ample  credit  for  his  good  intentions^in 
bringing  the  prefent  bill  into  Parliament,  though  he  was  afraid  that 
its  provifions  were  fuch  as  it  would  be  impolitic,  upon  the  whole, 
to  adopt ;  and  though  they  were  adopted,  he  believed  that  diey  would 
be  found  to  be  inadequate  to  die  purpofes  which  they  propofed.-^ 
The  authority  of  a  very  eminent  calculator.  Dr.  Price,  had  been 
adduced  to  (hew  the  great  advance  that  had  taken  place  on  every  ar- 
ticle of  fubfiftence,  compared  with  the  (low  increafe  of  the  wages 
of  labour.     But  the  ftatement  of  Dr.  Price  was  erroneous,  as  he 
compared  the  earnings  of  the  labourer  at  the  period  when  the  com- 
parifon  is  in(Htuted,  with  the  price  of  provifions,  and  the  earnings 
of  the  labourer  at  the  prefent  day,  with  the  price  of  the  fame  arti- 
cles, without  adverting  to  the  change  of  circumfiances,  and  to  die 
difTerence  of  provifions.     Corn,  which  was  then  almoft  the  onl j 
food  of  the  labourer,  was  now  fupplied  by  cheaper  fubfiitutions, 
and  it  was  unfair  to  conclude  that  the  wages  of  labour  were  fo  far 
iirom  keeping  pace  with  the  price  of  provifions,  becaufe  they  could 
no  longer  purchafe  the  fame  quantity  of  an  article,  for  wbkh  the 
Ubourer  had  no  longer  the  fame  demand.     The  fimple  queftion 
now  to  be  confidered  Mras,  whether  the  remedy  for  the  evil,  which 
was  admitted  in  ^  certain  extent  to  exift,  was  to  be  obtained  by 
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giving  to  the  Jufticcs  the  power  to  regulate  the  price  of  labour,  and 
by  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  by  authority,  what  would  be  much 
better  accompli(hcd  by  the  unafliAed  operation  of  principles  ?  It 
Titas  unncceffary  to  argue  the  general  expediency  of  any  I/qgiflative 
interference,  as  the  principles  had  been  perfc6Hy  recognized  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf.  The  mod  celebrated  writers  upon 
political  ceconoB3y>  and  the  experience  of  thofe  dates  where  arts  had 
flouriftied  the  rooft,  bore  ample  teftimony  of  their  truth.  They 
had  only  to  inquire,  therefore,  whether  the  prefent  cafe  was  ftrong 
enough  for  the  exception,  and  whether  the  means  propofed  were 
fuited  to  the  obje£t  intended  i  The  honourable  gentleman  ima* 
gtned  that  he  had  on  his  fide  of  the  quedion  the  fupport  of  expe- 
rience in  this  country,  and  appealed  to  certain  laws  upon  the  ftatute 
book,  in  confirmation  of  his  propofition.  He  did  not  find  himfelf 
called  upon  to  defend  the  principle  of  thcfe  datutes,  but  they  were 
certairily  introduced  for  purpofes  widely  different  from  the  objed  of 
the  prcfcnt  bill.  They  wereenadlcd  to  guard  the  induftry  of  the 
country  from  being  checked  by  a  general  combination  among  la- 
bourers; and  the  bill  now  under  confidcration,  was  introduced  folely 
,  for  the  purpofe  of  remedying  the  inconveniences  which  labourers 
fufbin  from  the  difproportion  exifiing  between  the  price  of  labour^ 
and  the  price  of  living.  He  had  the  fatisfadion  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  acknowledge,  that  if  the  price  of.  labour  could  be 
made  to  find  its  own  level,  it  would  be  much  more  defirable  than 
to  affcfs  it  by  arbitrary  ftatute,  which  in  the  execution  was  liable  to 
abuife  on  the  one  hand,  and  inefjicacy  on  the  other.  If  the  remedy 
fucceeded  according  to  the  mod.fanguine  cxpe«£)ations,  it  only  efla- 
blifhed  what  would  have  been  better  eflTeded  by  principle ;  and  if  it 
failed  on  the  one  hand  it  might  produce  the  fevereft  oppredion,  and 
pn  the  other  encourage  the  mod  profligate  idlencfs  dnd  extrava- 
gance. Was  it  not  better  for  the  Houfe  then  to  confider  the  ope- 
ration of  general  principles,  and  rely  upon  the  efiicds  of  their  un- 
confined  exercife  ?  Was  it  not  wifcr  to  refledl  what  remedy  might 
be  adopted,  at  once  more  general  in  its  principles,  and  more  com- 
prchenfive  in  its  object,  lefs  exceptionable  in  its  example,  and  lefs 
dangerous  in  its  application  ?     They  diould  look  to  the  indancet  ' 

where  interference  had  (hackled  indudry,  and  where  the  bed  in- 
tentions have  often  produced  the  mod  pernicious  cflFe^ts.  It  was  . 
indeed  the  mod  abfurd  bigotry  in  aflferting  the  general  principle,  to 
exclude  the  exception ;  but  trade,  indudry,.  and  barter  would  always 
find  their  own  level,  and  be  impeded  by  regulations  which  violated 
their  natural  operation,  and  deranged  their  proper  efi[e£t.  This 
being  granted,  then  he  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houlc, 
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"whether  it  was  better  to  refer  the  matter  entird^  to  the  difcretion 
of  a  magiftratc,  or  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  caufcs  of  the  evil, 
and  by  removing  thecaufes,  to  apply  a  remedy  more  juftifiable  in 
its  principle,  more  eafy  in  the  execution,  more  effeftiial  in  its  ope- 
rations, in  fine,  more  confonant  to  every  maxim  of  found  and  ra- 
tional policy.  The  evil,  in  his  opinion,  originated,  in  a  great 
Bieafure,  in  the  abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  poor  laws  of  this 
country,  and  the  complicated  mode  of  executing  them.  The  poor 
laws  of  this  country,  however  wife  In.  their  original  inftitudon,  iiad 
contributed  to  fetter  the  circulatipn  of  labour,  and  to  fubfiitute  a 
fyftem  of  abufes,  in  room  of  the  evils  which  they  humanely  mdint 
to  redrefs,  and  by  engrafting  upon  a  defe^ve  plan,  defedive  re- 
medies produced  nothing  but  confufion  and  rfifoi'der.  The  laws  of 
fettlemcnts  prevented  the  workman  from  going  to  that  market  wher^ 
he  could  difpofe  of  his  indufiry  to  the  greateft  advantage,  and  the 
capitalift,  from  employing  the  perfon  who  was  qualified  to  procure 
him  the  befl  returns  for  his  advances.  Thefe  laws  had  at  ortce 
increafed  the  burdens  of  the  poor,  and  taken  from  the  colledive 
refources  of  the  ftate,  to  fupply  wants  which  their  operation  had 
occafioncd,  and  to  alleviate  a  poverty  which  they  tended  to  perpe- 
tuate. Such  were  the  inflitutions  which  mifguided  benevolence  had 
mtroduced,  and  with  fuch  warnings  to  deter,  it  would  be  wife  to 
diflnuft  a  fimilar  mode  of  condudV,  and  to  endeavour  to  difcover 
remedies  of  a  different  nature.  The  country  had  not  yet  experi- 
enced the  full  benefit  of  the  laws  that  had  already  been  paflfed,  to 
corrc6l  the  errors  which  he  had  explained.  From  the  attention 
he  had  bcftowed  upon  the  fubjeC^,  and  from  the  inquiries  he  had 
'  been  able  to  make  of  others,  he  was  difpofed  to  think  we  had  not 
gone  yet  far  enough,  and  to  entertain  an  opinion  that  many  ad- 
vantages might  be  derived,  and  much  of  the  evil  now  complained 
of  removed,  by  an  cxtenfion  of  thofe  reformations  in  the  poor  laws 
which  had  been  begun.  The  encouragement  of  friendly  focieties 
would  contribute  to  alleviafe  that  immenfe  charge  with  which  the 
public  was  loaded  in  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  and  provide  by  favings 
of  indullry  for  the  comfort  of  diftrefs.  Now  the  parifh  officer  could 
not  remove  the  workman,  merely  becaufe  he  apprehended  he  might 
he  burdcnfomc,  but  it  was  neccffary  that  he  fhould  be  aduaHy 
trhargeable.  But  from  the  preffure  of  a  temporary  diftrefs,  might 
the  induftrious  mechanic  be  tranfported  from  the  place  wherehJfr 
exertions  could  be  ufcful  to  himfclf  and  his  family,  to  a  quarter 
where  he  would  become  a  burden  without  the  capacity  of  being  even 
able  to  provide  for  himfelf.  To  remedy  fuch  a  great  ftriking  griev- 
ance, tlie  laws  of  fettlcment  ought  to  undergo  a  radical  amendment. 
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Heconcdved,  tfitt M pMittoce fke i^ eircid^fl of labo^  tore- 
move  the  obftades  by  which  kttioAfjr  U  prdhibhed  iitxn  availing  it- 
fdf  of  its  lefouvoes,  Mrodd  go  far  to  i^Acdy  the  evtls^  arid  diaiini(h 
the  neoeOity  of  applying  fer  rdtef  to  the  poor's  rates.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  fS:w  yearsy  diis  frtedom,  from  die  rexatbui  reftraint  which 
the  laws  impofcdt  would  fitperfede  the  objeA  of  their  inftitixtio»ns. 
The  advantages  would  be  widely  ditfufed,  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
would  be  faicreafedy  die  poor  mafa  rendered  not  only  more  com- 
fortable but  more  vittuous,.  and  die  we^t  of  poor^s  rateSi  widi 
iidiich  the  landed  intereft  is  loaded,  greatly  dimini{hed.  He 
ihould  wUhy  thersfitre,  that  an  opportunity  were  given  of  reftoring 
die  original  purity  of  the  poor  laws,  and  oif  removing  thofe  Corrup- 
dpns  by  which  they  had  been  obfcured.  He  was  convinced,  that 
the  evils  which  they  had  oocafioned  did  not  arife  out  of  their  ori- 
^nal  conftitudon,  but  coincided  With  the  opinion  of  Blackfton^, 
that  in  propoidon  as  the  wife  r^uhtions  that  were  eftablifhed  in  the 
long  and  (^orious  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  have  been  fuperfedect 
by  fubfisquent  enaflments,  the  udlity  of  the  iniUtution  has  been 
impaired,  and  the  benevolence  of  the  plan  rendered  fhiidefs. 

While  he  thus  had  expreflcd  thofe  fendments  wluch  the  difcuf- 
iion  naturally  prompted,  it  m^t  not  perhaps,  be  improper,  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  theldeas  floating  in  his 
mind,  though  not  digefted  with  fuffident  accuracy,  nor  arranged 
with  a  proper  degree  of  deamefs.  Neither  what  die  honourable 
gentleman  propoTed,  nor  what  he  himfelf  had  fuggelled,  were  re- 
medies adequate  to  die  evil  it  was  intended  to  remove.  Suppofing, 
however,  the  two  modes  of  remedying  die  evil  were  on  a  par  in 
eficA,  die  preference  in  principle  was  deariy  due  to  that  which 
was  kaft  arbitrary  in  its  nature,  but  it  was  not  difficult  to  percrivd 
that' die  remedy  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  would  «cher 
be  completely  inefiedual,  or  fuch  as  far  to  over-reach  its  mark. 
j^s  there  was  a  difierence  in  the  numbers  which  compofe  the  fk«i 
milies  of  the  labouring  poor,  it  muft  neceffiirily  require  more  to 
fupport  a  fmall  famHy.  Now  by  the  regulations  propofed,  either 
,the  man  with  a  fmall  ^imily  would  have  ttx>  n^udi  wages,  or  the 
man  widi  a  lai]ge  famOy  who  had  done  moft  fervice  to  his  country^ 
would  have  too  iitde.  So  that  were  the  minimum  fixed  upon  tto 
ftandard  of  a  laijge  fimily,  it  might  operate  as  an  encouragcftient  to 
idlenefs  on  one  part  of  the  community ;  and  if  It  were  fixed  on  thi 
ftandard  of  a  fmall  family,  thofe  would  not  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it^ 
for  whofe  relief  it  was  intended.  What  meafure  then  could  be  found 
to  fupply  the  defeat.  Let  us,  faid  he,  make  relief  in  cafes^  where 
diere  are  a  number  of  childaen  a  matter  of  righ^  and  an  honour 
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indeail  of  a  pound  for  opprob^uim  and  contempt  .This  will  maj^e 
a  large  family  a.  t)lcfling>  and  ipot  a.curfe;  and  this  will  dra^nr  a 
Proper  line  ^f  diftinclion  between  thgfe,who  arc  able  to  provide  for 
themfclves  by  their  labour,  gpcj  tbofc  who,  after  having  enriched 
their  country  with  a  number  of  children^  Jiave  a  claim  upon  its  af- 
fiftance  fortl^ir  fupport.  All  this,  however,  he  would  confcfs, 
was  not  enough,  if  they  did  not  engraft  upon  it  refoludons  to  dif- 
courage  relief  where  it  was  nut  wanted.  If  fuch  means  could  be 
praflifcd  as  that  of  fupplying  the  ncjccflities  of  thofe  who  required 
affiftancc  by  giving  it  in  labour  or  affording  employment,  which  is 
the  principle  of  the  act  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  moft  important 
advantages  would  be  gained.  They  would  thus  benefit  thofe  to 
whom  they  afforded  relief,  not  only  by  the  afliftancc  beftowed,  but 
by  giving  habits  of  induftry  and  frugality,  and  in  furnifliing  a  tcm- 
porary  bounty,  enable  them  to  make  permanent  prgvifion  for  them- 
feives.  By  giving  efr<;<Sl  to  the  operation  of  friendly  focieties,  in- 
dividuals would  be  refcued  from  becoming  a  burden  upon  the  Pub- 
lie,  and,  if  neceffary,  t>e  enabled  to  fubfift  upon  a  fund  which  their 
own  Induftry  contributed  toraifc.  Thefe  great  points  of  granting 
relief  according  to  the  number  of  children,  preventing  removals  at 
the  caprice  of  the  pariih  officer,  .and  making  them  fubfcribe  to 
friendly  focieties,  would  tend  in  a  very  great  degree  to  remove  every 
complaint  to  which  the  prefent  partial  remedy  could  be  applied. — - 
Experience  had  already  (hewn  how  much  could  be  done  by  the  in- 
duftry of  children,  and  the  advantages  of  early  employing  them  in 
fuch  branches  of  manufa6lures  as  they  arc  capable  to  execute.  The 
extenfion  of  fchools  of  induftry  was  alfo  an  objcdt  of  material  im- 
portance. If  any  one  would  take  the  trouble  to  compute  the 
aj;noujit  of  all  the  earnings  of  the  children  who  are  already  educated 
in  this  manner,  he  would  be  furprifed,  when  he  came  to  conlider 
tlie  weight  which  their  fupport  by  their  own  labours  took  off  the 
country,  and  the  addition  which,  by  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  and 
t/ie  habits  to  which  they  were  formed,  was  made  to  its  internal  oj>u- 
lence.  The  fuggeftion  of  thefe  fchools  was  originally  drawn  from 
Lord  Hale  and  Mr.  Locke,  and  upon  fuch  authority  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  recommending  the  plan  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
Legiflature.  Much  might  be  effedtcd  by  a  plan  of  this  nature  fuf- 
ceptible  of  conftant  improvement.  Such  a  plan  would  convert  the 
relief  granted  to  the  poor  into  an  encouragement  to  induftry,  inftead 
of  being,  as  it  is  by  the  prefent  poor  laws,  a  premium  to  idlcnefs, 
and  a  fchool  for  floth.  There  were  alfo  a  number  of  fubordinate 
circumrtances,  to  which  it  was  ncctffary  to  attend.  The  law  which 
proliibits  giving,  relict  where  any,vifiblc  property  remains  (houldbc 
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iboHfticd.  TRat  Scgradfng  conditfen  diould  be  withdrawn..  No 
tem^wry  occafiSn  fhould'force  a  Bntifh  fubjfc<S  to  part  with  the  laft 
(hilling  of  his  little  capital,  and  .Cofn'pel'.hiin  to  defcend  to  a  ftatc 
of  wretchcdnefs  from  which  he  could  never  recover,  merely  that 
he  might  be  entitled  to  a  cafual  fupply.  Such  little  fiim^  might  be 
advanced  as  might  put  the  pcrfons  who  received  them  in  the  way  of 
acquiring  what  might  place  them  in  a  fituation  to  make  permanent 
provifion  for  thcmfclves.  Thcfc  were  the  general  ideas  which  had 
occurred  to  him  upon  the  fubjeft ;  if  they  fhould  be  approved  of  by^ 
any  gentlenrran  in  the  Houfe,  they  might  perhaj)s  appear  at  a  future 
time  in  a  more  accurate  (hape  than  he  could  pretend  t©  give  them.'. 
He  could  not,  however,  let  this^ opportunity  flip  without  throwing' 
them  oul.  He  was  aware  that  theywould  require  to  |pe  very  ma-' 
turcly  confidered.  He  was  aware  alfo  of  a  fundamental  difficulty, 
that  of  infuring  the  diligent  execution  of  any  law  that  (hould  be  en-- 
afted.  This  could  only  be  done  by  prefenting  to  thofc  who  (hould 
be  intruftcd  with  the  execution  motives  to  emulation,  and  by  a  fre- 
quent  inljpcftioh  of  their  condudl  as  to  diligence  and  fidelity.'  Were 
he 'to  fugged  an  outline,  it  would  be  this.  ,  To  provide  (bnftc  new 
mode  of  infpe£Koh  by  parilhes,  'or  by  hundreds — to  report  to  the 
Magiftrates  at  the  Petty  Seflions,  with  a  llfccrty  of^  appeal  from  thcm^ 
to  the  Greneral'  Quarter'  ScRions,  where  the  Juftice  fliould  be  em- 
powered to  take  cognizance  of  thfc  cbnduft  of  the  diflfcrent  commif- 
fioners,  and  to  remedy  whatever  defedh  ihouldbe  (bund  to  exift. 
T{iat  an  annual  report  (hould .  be  made  to  Parliament,  and  that 
Parliament  fhould  impofe  upon  itfelf.the  duty  of  tracing  the  cfFe£l 
of  its  fyftem  from  year  to  year,  till  it  fliould  be  fully  matured. 
That  there  fliould  be  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe  fpr  this  purpofe, 
and  in  a  word,  .that  there  (hould  be  an,  annual  budget  opened, 
containing  the  details  of  the  whole  fyftcm  of  poor  laws,  by  which 
thfe  Lcgiflature  would  (hew,  that  tliey  had  a  conl^ant  and  a  walWb- . 
ful.cye  upon  the  intercfts  of  the  pooreft  and  moft  ncglecScd  part  of 
the  communit)'.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  an  excellent  fpccch  with  ac- 
knowledging^ that  he  was  not  vain  enough  to  think  tliat  he  had 
brought  forward  any  new  idea,  adding,  however,  that  thofe  which 
he  had  fuggefted,  were  collcdcd  fr6m  the  beft  fources  of  informa«« 
tion,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  fubjedi,  and  an  cxtenfivo 
furvey  of  the  opinions  of  others.  He  would  only  fay,  that  it  was  a 
fubjeft  of  the  utmoft  irnportance,  and  that  he  would  do  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  bring  forward  or  promote  fuch  meafures  as  would 
conduce  to  the  intereft  of  th  j  country. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  felt  it  impoflible  to  give  a  filcsot  vote  upon 
this  occafion,  bccaufc  the  bill,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  only  founded 
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upon  humanity,  but  policy  .i|/b;  md  tke  Utts  ilaraifaf  feudty  of 
provifibnsi  he  thoi^i  ought  to  induce  iveiy  man  who  wiflied  to 
encourage  the  induftrious  poor>  to  promote  every  plan  of  relief  for 
them  at  fuch  a  crifts.  No  mm  ktnong  the  agricultural  labourers 
could  at  prcfent  fupport  himfclf  and  his  family  with  comfort ;  for  a 
barley  loaf  is  at  the  enormous  price  of  twelvcpence-haUjpeni^t 
while  the  whole  of  the  labourer's  daily  wages  amount  to  no  more 
dian  one  (hilling.  As  to  the  various  afis  of  unheard-of  beneficence 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  boafled  of  during  tlus 
temporary  calamity^  he  knew  npthing  of  tbemy  finoe,  unhapptly, 
die  labouring  poor  in  his  neighbourhood  had  not  experienced  tbdr 
bleflfed  effcAs.  By  tfie  exorbitant  price  of  meat^  whidi  he  attri* 
but^d  rather  to  an  unprindpled  monopoly  than  any  material  fcaidty 
of  that  article^  the  poor  were  unable  to  purchafe  it,  die  diey  nug^ 
pofTibly  make  ufe  of  an  inferior  fort  of  bread,  wluch  m^jht  be  obr 
tained  at  a  cheaper  rate,  but  it  would  be  leb  nutritious  in  its  qua- 
lity  alfo,  and  therefore  not  fufficient  fufienanee  alone.  In  his  pait 
of  the  country,  he  repeated^  that  it  was  impoffiUe  for  a  poqr  man 
to  livcj  though  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr«  Burdon),  upon  m 
former  evening,  aiTerfiad,  that  the  contrary  was  the  cafe  in  his  part 
of  the  country,  where  the  poor  not  only  lived  oontentcdlyf  but 
well.  This,  however,  was  the  efied  of  the  contribudona  of  te 
rich  and  the  benevolent,  and,  as  had  been  quoted  on  die  oocafion, 

ff  Hand  ignara  aiali^  auferis  ihcc^rxeie  di(co»'* 

It  was  a  noble  fcptiment,  and  he  applauded  him  for  it,  but  yet  he 
would  rather  have  the  labourer  enjoy  die  honeft  fruits  of  bis  induftry, 
than  be  obligee)  ^o  receive  his  due  as  an  eleemofjrnary  gift.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  extremely  neceflaiy;  that  the  minimum  of  agricid* 
tural  labour  (hould  ^t  lead  be  fixed ;  not  but  that  he  wilhed  equaUy 
well  to  the  manufadturer  and  artificer,  but  be  thought  their  (ituarion 
called  lefs  for  the  interference  of  Parliament  than  die  other.  Upon 
thefe  principles  he  gave  his  affent  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bOly 
becaufc  it  tended  to  make  (^  poor  man  happier* 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  after  the  able  and  comprehenfiYe  fpeech  of 
the  right  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  (hould  not  piefunie 
to  trouble  the  Houfe  much.  If  the  plan  of  the  honouiabk  gendOi* 
man  oppofite  were  to  do  no  more  good  than  having  drawn  forth  a 
variety  of  obfervations  fo  fraught  with  found  policy,  liberal  aigu* 
xnent,  and  a  general  view  of  fuch  an  important  and  complex  fub- 
je£t,  as  that  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman,  he  (hould 
ailert  that  it  had  done  a  great  deal,  and  that  the  ilgjht  honouiable 
gentleman  was  not  only  endded  to  the  thanks  of  dsat  Houfe,  but  of 


bis  001111I17  for  in  Faither  dnn  that  he^R^as  free  to  confefs  that 
the  bUl  dM  not  appeaf  likely  to  be  of  much  fcrvice,  for  if  the  price 
of  labour  were  to  be  fixed  by  the  Judices  of  Peace,  according  to 
the  regMladons  there  propoTcd,  he  feared  that  many  labouring  and 
induftrioui  people  would  be  entirely  thipwn  out  of  employ,  and  be- 
ioome  a  burden  to  their  refpedive  parifties.  Some  of  the  people  he 
alluded  to  were  thofe  who, by  ficknefs  or  old  age  are  rendered  inca- 
pable of  doing  fo  much  as  n  oomoion  labourer,  and  who  would  con«^ 
feqoently  be  reje£ted  for  yoiii^r  perfmis,  and  perfons  of  more 
ftmig;th  and  aifitvity,  and  more  healthy  conftitutions.  Another 
clafs  of  people  which  would  be  much  injured  by  it  were  the  linen 
wcavcn,  who^  in  tfae^  laxity  of  employment  in  that  manufadltire, 
turn  their  attention  to  agricultural  labour,  and  are  employed  by 
£uinen  to  do  an'  inferior  kind  of  work,  where  a  regular  labourer 
can  be  more  ufefiilly  employed.  Thefe  people  can  earn  but  a 
Hulling  per  day»  when  a  regular  labourer  earns  eighteen-pence,  and 
eonfequently  if  their  wages  were  to  be  equalised,  they  would  be  dif- 
mified*  When  the-  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lechnrun-e)  faid 
diat  he  had  not  feenany  of  thcfe  unheard  of  ads  of  beneficence  which 
the  ri^  honoumble  gentleman  near  him  had  ts>  highly  and  fo  pro- 
perly extolled,  he  regretted  that  he  lived  in  a  different  part  of  the 
coontry  than  that  6om  which  he  himfelf  came,  as  there  the  farmers 
and  ne^^bouriff  gentry  had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  mod  liberal 
liiUaiptions  for  the  relief  of  the  labouring  poor,  which  did  them 
immortal  honour.  In  regard  to  the  objedts  and  tendency  of  the 
prefent  bill,  he  faid  that  at  Chriftmas  he  confulted  with  various 
well-informed  fiurmers  and  gentlemen  in  their  meetings  at  Norwich, 
and  they  aU  unanimoufly  concurred  in  their  opinions,  that  if  it  were 
pafled  iiMD  a  law,  it  would  be  injurious,  and  therefore  he  (houid  ^ 
give  his  motive  to  the  feoond  reading. 

Sir  THO^f  AS  COXHEAD  faid,  he  felt  infinite  fatisfa6tion, 
in  common  with  every  member  in  that  Houfe,  at  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whofe  whole  attention,  it 
could  not  be  derued,  was  ever  direded  to  the  public  good.  He 
chiefly  rafe  ft>  do  away  any  mifreprefentation  from  the  afleriion  of 
an  honourable  gerideman,  that  he  had  not  witneflfed  any  of  ihe  un- 
lieard-of  aAs  ot  beneficence,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  him  had  fo  worthily  praifed,  in  his  part  of  the  country. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  Worcefterlhire,  as  he  prefumcd 
he  did,  he  was  bound  to  inform  the  Houfe  and  the  public,  il;at 
the  farmert  and  g^tiy  in  that  county  had  been  as  a(5^ive,  gcntrjus, 
and  liberal  in  their  relief  of  the  labouring  poor  as  in  any  other  part 
ff  the  kingdom  whatever. 
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Mr.  LECHMERE  explained.' 

Mr.  VANSITTART  commended  the  honourable  gcntleipaa 
who  introduced  the  bill,  for  his  humane  intentions,  but  declared* 
that  he  had  no  hclTtation  in  voting  againft  it,  bcc^ufe  he  thought 
any  arbitrary  regulations  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  price 
of  labour,  would  be  a  greater  evil  than  that  already  complairicd  of. 
He  was  of  opinion,  if  the  magiftratcs  were  empowered  to  fix  the 
price  of  labour,  that  the  fit uation  of  the '.labouring  man  would  be 
worfe,  and  not  better.  The  bill  appeared  to  him,  in  every  view, 
unncceffary,  as  the  law  fincc  the  reign  of  Jatncs  the  firft,  enabled 
the  magiftratc  to  fix  the  price  of  labour. 

Mr.  BURDON  did  not  apprehend  that  the  induftrious  poor  were 
in  that  wretched  fituation  ftatcd  by  fome  gentlemen.  The  in- 
duftrious  labourer,  in  many  inAances,  was  able  to  fupport  his  family, 
^nd  lay  up  fomething  for  his  old  age.  From  the  average  priqe  of 
labour  for  fome  years,  the  Houfe  muft  perceive,  that  the  wages  of 
the  labourer  were  confiderably  incrcafed.  They  were  the  moft  ofc- 
ful  clafs  of  men,  and  (hould  be  an  objeft  of  peculiar  care,  and  he 
could  not  but  exprcfs  his  admiration  at  the  clear  and  perfpicuous 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Chancellor  Ktt  had  deliNnered  his  fentiments 
on  the  fubjc6l.  The  friendly  focietics,  he  obfervcd,  if  they  con- 
tinued to  extend,  would  be  produflive  of  infinite  good,  fie  men- 
tioned one  of  thofe  focieties,  which  had  adopted  the  praifcworthy' 
plan  to  lend  a  man  of  charafler  and  induftry  fmall  fums,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ten  or  fifteen  pounds,  in  order  to  affift  Wm  in  the  way  of 
his  bnfinefs.  As  to  the  biU  before  the  Houfe,  he  was  convinced  of 
its  inadequacy  to  corrcfl  the  abufes  of  which  it  complained.  He 
thought  any  attempt  to  renew  the  obfolete  regulations  of  Eliiabeth 
in  this  cafe  inapplicable,  and  recommended  rather  to  repeal  the  adl 
of  Elizabeth  than  fct  it  up  as  a  precedent  to  aft  upon.  ^ 

Mr.  EDWARDS  approved  of  the  motion,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  the  bill  fliould  g6  into  a  Committee,  where  fome  claufes  might 
be  omitted  and  others  added.  At  all  events,  the  agitating  the  quef- 
tion,  had  called  forth  the  attention  of  Mr  Chancellor  Pitt,  and' 
whatever  advantages  it  might  derive  from  him  or  any  other  quattcr, 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  was  xntitlcd  to 
•very  praife  from  his  country  on  the  occafion. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe  at  any  length* 
on  the  prefent  occafion.  I  only  wifh  in  a  few  words  to  account  why 
the  vote  I  (hall  this  night  five  in  favour  of  the  bill  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  general  principle,  by  which  I  am  guided  in  fuch  difcuflions. 
There  is  no  man  lefs  friendly  to  any  fyftcm  of  compulfion  than  I 
or  lefs  dcfirous  of  calling  in  lf;gi(ldtivc  interference,  where  other 


FiE.ia.}   .  -DEBATES.  31 

xneans  can  be  had  of  xedrefling  an  evil. .  But  the  queftipn  now  is 
^  Wt  on  the  general  principle,  but  on  that  particular  (late  of  the  law, 
which  renders  fome  meafurc  ncceflary  to  be  adopted  fcr  the  relief 
of  the  labouring  poor.— While  the  law,  as  it  ftands,  is  faddled 
with  fo  much  rcftridions,  I  approve  of  the  bill  propofed  by  my 
honourable  friend,  as  calculated  to  correct  that  which  is  bad  in  its 
prefcnt  operation,  and  to  fecure  at  lead  to  the  labourer  the  means 
of  partial  relief.  But  if  the  Houfe  objeft  to  the  meafure  as  im- 
proper, if  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  the  mod  judicious  or  dc« 
Arable  which  may  be  applied,  under  all  the  cirQumftanccs  of  the 
cafe,  I  hope  that  they  will  go  to  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  provide 
fome  remedy  adequate  to  the  extent  of  the  grievance.  If,  there- 
fore, they  (hall  give  a  negative  to  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill,  I 
fliall  confidcr  that  by  fo  doing  they  pledge  thcmfclves  to  take  the 
fubjed  into  their  early  and  moft  ferious  confideration.  And  how- 
ever eligible  the  propofition  of  my  honourable  friend  may  be,  I  am 
convinced  that  if  what  he  has  brought  forward  fliall -induce  the 
Houfe  to  go  into  a  full  examination  of  the  fubjedi,  and  to  provide 
a  remedy  commenfurate  to  the  evil,  he  will  not  only  have  acffom- 
plifhed  his  own  benevolent  intentions,  but  will  have  done  a  much 
greater  fervicc  to  the  country,  than  even  if  the  bill  which  he  has 
now  brought  forward  fhould  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD. — I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  Houfe 
on  the  able  and  eloquent  fpecch  which  has  been  delivered  by^  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fubjcft,  which  it  has  fallen  to 
rac  to  introduce  to  their  notice.  It  was  undoubtedly  a  fpeech  fup- 
ported  by  much  ability,  and  embellifhed  with  as  much  eloquence  as 
the  fubjed  could  admit.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  remark,  that 
if  the  poor  laws  had  actually  been  fuch,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  ftated  that  they  oiight  to  be,  it  would  not  have  been 
neceifary  for  me  to  have  brought  forward  the  propofition,  whicli  I 
am  afraid  that  hds  and  experience  will  be  found  undeniably  to 
confirm,  tl^at  the  poor  in  this  country  are  in  a  ftate  in  which  they 
ought  not  to  be — in  a  ftate  hardly  confiftcnt  with  the  character  of  a 
civilized  country.— The  hardfhips  to  which  they  are  fubjefled,  arc 
fuch  as,  in  fome  degree,  to  juftify  the  ftatcment,  which  has  bcch 
thrown  in  the  teeth  of  myfelf  and  o^er  advocates  for  the  abolition 
of  the  flave  trade,  "  that  the  lower  clafles  of  the  working  people  in 
England,  are  in  a  worfc  condition  even  than  the  flavcs,  who  were 
the  objeds  of  our  commiferation.  As  to  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ftated,  about  the  price  of  labour  finding  its  own  level, 
he  does  not  rccollccft,  that  in  the  mean  time,  till  that  level  be  found, 
the  induftrious  poor  labour  under  the  preffurc  of  immediate  fufltr- 
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ing,  and  are  placed  ia  a  ftate  of  intolerable  oppreflion.  Even  if 
die  expedients  which  he  has  propoTed  fliould  fucceedf  they  are  matter 
of  future  regulation,  and  not  calculated  to  aiferd  that  relief  whidi 
the  exigencies  of  the  times  b  imperioofly  demand.  Even  if  it 
ihould  be  poflible  to  a  conliderable  degree  to  promote  indii(fay  among 
the  children  of  the  poor,  and  to  deftroy  the  oppreffive  reftriAioni 
with  refped)  to  fettlements,  Aill  it  will  be  a  coniiderable  time  be* 
lore  the  price  erf*  labour  will  have  found  its  own  level.  Evert  if 
other  nKMre  effedhial  regulations  (hould  aftemaids  be  adopted^  ffill 
this  bill  was  eligiUe  as  a  temporary  relief.  It  did  nor  compel  die 
]na(^ftrates  to  a£t ;  it  only  empowered  them  to  take  mcafurcs  accord- 
ing to  the  exigency  of  thedmes,  Some  of  my  friends  have  fuQeft* 
cdthat  I  ougfit  to  make  the  bill  temporary;  but  diat  is  not  neoeC- 
iary,  as  its  efief!  is  not  at  all  compulibry,  if  other  mcafuilesihooU 
be  adopted  by  which  the  obje£t  may  be  more  efibAoaDy  anfweied. 
The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  ftated,  that  the  objed  of  die  ftatnle 
of  Eliiabedi  was  to  prevent  combinatfens  of  workmen ;  in  tlus  he 
was  miftskeny  the  preamble  exprefsly  fbted  that  it  wks  ibr  the  re> 
lief  of  poor  hbourers»  and  fuch  unequlvoeally  appeared  to  be  theob* 
jed,  however  dumiily  die  (ramers  of  the  bill  might  have  gone  about 
it  Gcndemen  (bred  as  an  objeAion  to  the  bill»  that  it  went  to 
fix  the  price  of  labour ;  diey  did  not  attend  to  the  ciicumftanoei  that 
it  did  not  goto  determine  what  (hould  be  the  general  price  of  labour, 
but  only  what  (hould  be  die  lead  price  of  labour  under  particular 
circumftances.  As  to  perlbns  who  were  engngpd  in  odirr  employ- 
xnentsy  fomedmes  finding  a  refource  in  the  oocuparions  of  hufbandiy, 
when  their  own  bufinefs  was  at  a  (huid,  and  beti^  hired  by  the 
fiirmers  to  do  their  work  at  an  inferior  price,  I  do  not  fee  how  tfaefb 
perfons  can  be  afFefied  by  the  bill.  It  will  (Ull  be  neceflfary  for 
the  farmers  to  find  perfons  to  do  diat  fpedes  of  work,  and  it  is  not 
fitdng  that  any  (hould  give  their  labour  for  a  lefs  fum  than  is  com- 
petent to  fullain  them.  As  to  the  particular  cafe  of  labourers,  who 
have  to  provide  for  a  number  of  children,  I  think  that  the  wifeft 
thing  for  a  Government,  inftead  of  putting  the  relief  adorned  to  fuch 
on  the  footing  of  a  charity,  fupplied,  perhaps,  from  a  precarious 
fund,  and  dealt  with  a  relu£hnt  hand,  would  be  at  once  to  inffi- 
tute  a  liberal  and  ample  premium  for  the  encouragement  of  large 
families.  There  b  juft  one  to  which  I  (hall  advert,  before  I  con- 
clude, namely,  the  wretched  manner  in  which  the  poor  are  lodged* 
It  is  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  in  a  country  like  this,  proud  of  its  free- 
dom, and  boafting  of  the  equtil  rights  of  all  its  fubjeds.  The  land- 
lord, who  lets  the  ground  upon  leafe  to  the  farmer,  does  not  con- 
lider  tumfelf  as  bound  to  r^ir  the  cottages*     The  farmer,  who 
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has  only  a  temporary  intercft  in  the  property,  feels  ho  aniiety  oO 
the  fubje£^.  The  cottage  difmantled,  and  mouldering  to  decays 
affords  neither  warmth  nor  fheiter  to  the  poor  inhabitant,  who  i$ 
left  expofcd  to  the  fury  of  all  the  elements,  and  the  inclemency  of 
every  feafon.  The  (btely  landlord,  and  the  opulent  farmer,  for- 
get tfiat  they  have  aft  intcreft  in  the  preferVation  of  the  indubious 
poor,  and  that  it  is  t»  them' they  are  indebted  f3r  the  fupport  of  theit 
grandeur,  and  the  accumulation  of  their  wealth.  If,  as  appears 
from  the  prefent  temper  of  the  Houfe,  a  negative  (hdll  be  put  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  I  fhall  then  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  (latute  of  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  fbjr  a 
Committee  to  take  into  conlideration  the  (late  of  the  poor  laws* 
•  Mr,  MARTlN.-*-No  perfon  can  admire  more  than  I  djd,  the 
fpeechof  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Subfcribtng  to  all  the 
exellent  fentimeftts  it  contained,  I  hope  that  he  will  follow  it  up 
Ifvith  fome  mcafure  for  melioratirtg  the  ftatc  of  the  poor.  But  till 
fome  ftcp  be  a6lually  taken  for  the  purpofe,  I  will  give  my  vote  for 
the  prefent  bill,  which  is  at  leaft  calculated  to  afford  a  temporary 
relief,  aftd  which  docs  fo  much  honour  to  the  benevolent  intentioft 
of  the  honourable  mover.  I  have  always  confidercd  it  as  a  dif- 
grace  to  the  nation,  tliat  the  tnduftrious  poor  (hould  not  be  provided 
with  a  fufficicncy  of  wholefome  food,  and  with  a  decent  and  com- 
fortable lodging;' and  I  think  the  country  under  great  obligation* 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  brought  forward  the  fubjeft.  * 

General  SMITH.— -The  right  honourable  gentleman  ftatcd,  that 
the  price  of  labour,  like  any  other  commodity,  muft  be  left  to  find 
'its  own  level.  He  does  not  rccolleft  that  labour  does  not  refemble 
any  other  commodity ;  it  is  frequently  attached  to  a  particular  fitua^ 
tioo,  and  cannot  be  exported  to  foreign  parts.  As  to  employing 
the  induftry  of  children,  fuch  a  meafure,  however  apparendy  pro- 
dudlive,  ought  not  to  be  adopted  without  particular  regulations,  f 
have  fcen  children,  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  employed  irt 
branches  of  manufafture  that  were  highly  pernicious,  whofe  wan 
and  pale  complexions  befpoke  that  their  conftitutions  were  already 
undermined,  and  afibrded  but  litde  promife  of  a  robuit  manhood; 
or  of  future  ufefiilnefs  to  the  community. 

•  Mr.  MARTIN.  Allow  me  to  add  one  other  confidcratlort, 
that  the  great  patience  and,  fubmiifeon,  which  the  poor  have  (hc\^tk 
under  the  feverc  preffure  of  the  times,  and  the  peculiar  hatdfhips 
which  they  have  fuffered,  ought  to  operate  as  one  great  inducement, 
why  we  fhould  immediately  take  their  cafe  into  conlideration,  and 
itfFord  them  the  moft  eflcdlual  relief. 
-  ,Mr.  H  USSEY.     I  have  fome  difficulty 4n  fpcaking  af  all  cxt  thh 
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ocoirtony  as  it  k  »  fubjcA  on  whidi  I  feel  myielf  peculiarly  do* 
prdTed.  All  the  proportions  of  the  right  honou^nble  gentlenuui 
xefer  to  future  regulations ;  and  of  the  bill  as  it  is  brought  forwaird 
by  my  honourable  friend  for  the  pcurpofe  of  temporary  relief,  I 
cannot' exadly  approve.  It  is  evident,  however,  there  can  only  be 
two  ways  to  mc^t  tb$  evil,  either  tO/  increafe  the  price  of  labour, 
.or  to  diminiib  the  price  of  provifions.  Of  the  two,  I  cbnfeis^ 
that  I  am  meft  di^fed  to  fiivour  the  latter,  and  that  if  a  legiilative 
^tcrferenco  i»  to  be  adopted,  I  would  rather  wilh  that  it  (hould  be 
dire<£ied  to  fix  the  rate  of  provifions.  All  the  regulations  fuggefted 
by  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  are  pnq>er, 
wife,  ^nd  falutaiy ;  but  the  exigency  of  the  times  is  fuch  as  to  call 
for  the  adoption  of  feme  a£lual  renoedy,  and  fomething  muft  inomo* 
diately  be  done  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  Public. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  flatutje  of  the  5  th  of  Elixabeth ;  which  was  accordingly 
granted. 

Mr.  GREY.*— In  confcquence  of  the  notice  I  have  given,  of  a 
motion  for  Monday,  I  am  defirous  to  aik  a  queftion  from  Minifter^, 
eonne^ted  whh  the  fubje£l  to  which  it  may  be  neceflary  for  nie  then 
Co  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  An  account  has  this  day  reached 
the  capital,  of  a  Preliminary  Convention  having  been  fettled  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Imperial  Majefiy  and  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  confequence  of  which  a  Congrefs  is  to  be  held 
to  adjuft  the  terms  of  peace,  and  to  which  the  othet  powers  are  to 
be  invited  to  accede.  I  moft  (inccrely  wilh  that  this  intelligence 
may  prove  to  be  true,  and  I  now  rife  to  a(k  from  Minifters,  whe- 
ther they  have  received  any  fuch  intelligence,  or  have  reafon  to 
believe  it  authentic  ? 

}dr*  Chancellor  PITT. — I  am  fo  circumflanced  as  to  be  un- 
able to  afibrd  the  honourable  gentleman  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  his  quef* 
tion.  A  paper  has  been  (hewn  me,  purporting  to  be  from  Paris, 
dated  the  i  oth  inftant.  It  did  not  come  regularly  dirou^  any 
channel  to  Government,  and  there  are  fome  circumfiances  refp^- 
ing  the  paper,  which  incline  me  to  doubt  its  authenticity.  As  tg 
the  intelligence  it  contains,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  have  not  the 
fmalleft  information  on  the  fubjcA,  nor  have  I  the  flighteft  reafon 
to  believe  it  to  be  true. 
^  The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday f   1 5/A  Fihruary, 

Mr.  GREY.—-"  In  rifing  to  bring  this  fubje^l  once  more  before, 
this  Houfe,  I  cannot  help  exprefllng  my  iincere  regret,  that  the  cir- 
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cuitiftances  of  die  eoiintry  have  been  fuch,  as  to  reridef  ie  neceffa^  ' 
for  line  fo  eameftly  to  prefs  it  opon  your  attention.  I  have  freqiienlly 
been  tiMbrtanately  called  upon  to  make  a  tnotion  of  a  iimilar  teft- 
deney  to  the  prcfent ;  the  tafk  is  again  innpofed  upon  me  by  the  diity 
and  attention  I  owe  io  the  intereAs  and  (afety  of  the  country.  I  ar-^' 
dently  hopedi  that  in  the  interval  which  has  takeft  place  finice  a 
corhmunieation'  upon  this  fubjeft  came  from  the  Throne,  fomethtng 
iPMMild  have  been  done,  calculated  to  give  eflfedt  to  the  pi'omifes 
which  Minifters  hefd  out ;  but  I  have  been  diiappointed.  1  hoped, 
that  finee  we  were  tcld,  an  order  of  things  had  taken  place,  whioli 
rendered  it  poffible  for  us  to  niaintain  with  our  enemy  the  accudomed 
relations  of  peace  and  amity— *»an  order  of  things  no  loi^r  inconn*- 
pattUe  with  the  eiciftence  of  focial  order  and  happinefs-^fome  mea- 
fiires  would  have  been  taken  in  the  way  of  negochtion,  and  that 
the  fentiments  then  brought  forward,  would  have  produced  a  con* 
duSt  m^ich  would  have  rendered  my  interference  unneceflary.  I 
ardently  expedled,  Aat  while  Europe  was  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
Minifters  would  have  done  fomething  to  realize  the  fond  hc^  wt 
were  all  led  to  indulge.  No  fuch  thing  has  taken  place.  An  in- 
terval of  two  months  has  elapfed,  during  whidi  the  moft  favourable 
opportunities  for  negoctating  have  occurred,  and  we,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  appear  not  to  be  a  fing^e  jot  nearer  the  defired  gbjedt  ihan 
before.  From  every  diing  to  be  feen,  we  are  led  to  conclude,  that 
a  conteft,  the  uniform  progrefs  of  which  has  been  marked  with  dif- 
after,  is  to  be  profecuted  to  the  utmofl  extremity.  Miniftei^  have, 
indeed,  changed  their  language  and  their  principles.  It  is  no 
longer  the  prefervation  of  focial  order,  the  fafety  of  regular  govern* 
ment,  or  the  extirpation  of  dodrines  hoftile  to  our  tranqiullity. 
They  are  forced  to  recur  to  tf^e  expedient  of  deluding  the  people 
with  the  hopes  of  peace,  while  they  are  determined  to  perfevere  in 
the  fyftem  of  warfare ;  and  while  they  had  profcflions  of  peace  irt 
their  mouths,  a  new  campaign  was  to  be  enterprifed ;  while  they 
are  flattering  us  with  promifes,  they  hurry  us  into  all  the  expences 
and  calamities  attendant  upon  war.  Under  fuch  circumAances,  I 
fay,  that  I  feel  it  my  indifpenfeble  duty  once  more  to  demand  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubje£l,  I  hope  with  more  fuccefs  than 
has  attended  me  on  any  fimilar  occafion.  I  wifli  that  the  Public 
may  precifely  know  what  grounds  they  have  to  fupport  the  expeAai- 
tion  of  peace,  or  on  what  principles  they  are  called  upon  to  pcrfeverc 
in  the  conteft.  Before  We  embarked  in  hoftilities,  before  we  had 
plunged  into  a  war  which  has  been  marked  by  fuch  unprecedented 
calamity,  by  one  continued  fcries  of  mifeiy  and  nnisfortune,  it  fell 
to  my  lot  to  fupport  a  propofition  of  an  honourable  gentlcinan,  whidi 
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was  calculated  to  explain  and  make  intcUi^Ue  to  this  Houfe,  and 

to  our  fellow  fubjcdts,  the  principle  upon  which  Minifiers  thought 
it  ncceflary  to  diftuA  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation. 
Our  efforts 'were  not  crowned  with  fuccefs.  We  at  laft  embarked 
in  the  war,  without  underftanding  the  principle  on  which  we  our- 
felves  aSed,  or  even  that  of  our  allies,  without  feeipg  our  way, 
havii^  in  hA  nothing  to  hope,  and  every  thing  to  fean  The  coa- 
feqttenccs  which  followed  were  thofe  we  had  reafon  to  exped/  A 
cpnfederacy  without  having  the  fame  view  of  the  ohjc&  to  be  attain^ 
ed,  each  f^udying  its  feparate  intereft,  could  not  be  fucceisful.  ,  By  > 
adding  on  one  common  and  welUunderflood  fyfiem,  fomething  mi^t 
have  been  done ;  but  by  obftinately  profeci^ting  feparate  plans  and 
interefts,  the  common  caufe  mufi  be  ruined  and  deflroyed.  Th^ 
firft  campaign  was  undertaken  and  ended  with  the  defeats  fuftained 
by  the  allies  at  Dunkirk,  and  at  Maubeuge.  Propofitions  were 
again  brought  forward,  to  induce  miniftry  to  take  meafuies  for  the 
re-eftabli(hment  and  prefervation  of  peace.  Force  did  not  feem  to 
promife  fuccefs.  The  moment  was,  upon  the  whcde,^  extremely 
&vourabIe  to  views  of  pacification,  but  all  ideas  of  negociation  were 
rejcded.  Then  came  the  unfortunate  campaign  of  1794.  From 
the  moment  we  were  obliged  to  retreat  from  Landrccics,  it  was  but 
an  unremitting  feries  of  defeat  and  difgrace.  Holland  was  over- 
run. Holland,  the  taking  of  which  was  held  out  to  .be  incompa* 
tible  with  the  fafety  of  this  country,  or  of  Europe  at  large. 
j\gain,  in  1795,  a  propoiition  was  made  to  the  fame  purpofe,  but 
flill  every  idea  of  negociation  was  rcjedicd.  What  followed  ? 
Pruflia  made  a  feparate  peace.  Spain  followed  the  example. 
Then  appeared  jhe  pacific  declaration  of  the  Germanic  Body,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  .;who,  however,,  in  that  * 
capacity  foon  afterwards  ailed  a  different  part*  The  Emperor  at 
the  fame  time,  was  indulged  with  a  lotn.*^  cut  why  Ihould  I  repfeat 
thefe  things?  It  is  not,  I  afTure  you,  for  the  fake  of  triumph, 
but  it  is  to  fhew,  that  whatever  blame  might  have  been  incurred, 
the  "fault  is  not  to  be  attached  to  my  friends  or  to  myfelf — it  is 
chiefly  to  warn  you  agalnd  that  confidence,  that  unfeafonable  confi-  ^ 
dcr*cc  in  Mi.nifters,  which  tKcy  have  afked  apd  have  recdvcd,  but 
which,  in  the  mind  of  every  wife  man  and  wcll-wi(her  of  his  coun- . 
try,  they  muft  for  ever  have  forfeited,  fince  they  have  totally  difre- 
garded,  not  merely  their  implied,  but  their  dircd  and  pofitive 
prt>mifes.  Let  me  call  to  your  *  recollcdlion  what  pafTed  in  thi^ 
matter  in  the  courfc  of  laft  year.-  Minifters  came  forward  with 
fmooth  phrafes,  and  pleaf:(nt  exprefTions.  They  were  afraid  to 
'  the  ears  of  the  people  with  the  harfh  difcordant  founds  of  war. 
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They  ufed  general  words,  whichi  it  ketns,  meant  nothing.— 
They  held  out  a  fomething  that  bad  the  femblance  of  peace,  an  airy 
fomcthing;  for  what  were  they  afluilly  doing?  What  have  they 
hitherto  done  ?  Defcrtcd  by  PruiTia,  by  Spain,  by  one  faithful 
ally  after  another,  they  continued,  and  feem  likely  to  continue,  ob- 
itingtely  and  blindly  to  perfift  in  war  ;  and  the  only  well-founded, 
but  mifcrable  hope,  now  feems  to  be,  that  we  ihall  foon  have  the 
wholp  -v^eight  of  the  war '  upon  our  own  ihoulders.  I  again  was 
about  to  prefent  myfclf  to  your  notice  on  this  fubjcdt,  when  Mini- 
fiers  announced  a  meflage  from  His  Majefty,  and  from  tliat  high 
authority  we  were  informed,  that  the  long-looked-for  order  of  things 
had  taken  place ;  the  ends  had  come  to  a  favourable  iflue  ;  a  ne- 
gociadon  was  at  laA  pradlicable.  I  had  even  ^iven  notice  of  my 
motion,  but  I  thought  proper  to  fufpend  it,  becaufe  the  grand  bar- 
rier which  fteod  in  the  way  of  negociation  being  thus  removed-— 
.finding  that  we  were  no  longer  to  hear  of  the  French  Government 
being  incompetqit  to  enter  into,  or  to  maintain  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity,  I  firmly  expedted,  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
after  the  recefs,  to  hear  that  fomething  decifive  and  fatisfa£iory  had 
been  done.  Has  any  fuch  thing  been  heard  ?  No.  Can  Miniflers 
(hue  any  thing  faxisfadlory  on  the  fubjedl  ?  I  wi(h  them  not  to 
reveal  flate  fecrets ;  but  can  they  tell  us  th^t  thdr  readinefs  to  nego- 
date  has  been  followed  up  by  adual  negociation?  That  terms  haye 
been  ofiered,  but  that  the  French  are  haughty  and  unreafonable? 
Cpuid  they  have  (bted  afiy  thing  like  this,  I  (hould  have  no  occa- 
lion  to  trouble  you  with  this  motion  ;  but  when  I  lately  put  the  ^ 
queftion  to  MiniAers  whether  this  was  the  cafe,  I  received  no  an- 
fwer.  Had  any  fatisfadlory  explanation  been  given  eieher  that 
fomething  was  going  on,  or  that  no  treaty  could  be  made,  I  would 
have  abflained  from  making  the  prefent  motion.  Yet  nothing  of 
this  kind  is  underftood,  and  hitherto  all  our  expedtations  have 
proved  to  be  vain.  Peace  in  their  mouths,  while  they  make  only 
preparations  for  war.  Another  campaign  is  about  to  take  place, 
and,  it 'was  faid,  another  loan  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  a 
meafure  to  which,  compliant  as  the  Houfe  have  been,  they  will 
hardly  venture  to  give  their  concurrence.  I  find  it  then.  Sir, 
again  neceflary  to  bring,  the  fubjcft  before  the  Houfe,  although  it 
has  not  novelty  to  recommend  it,  and  from  the  frequency  of  dif«- 
cuffion  has  failed  to  excite  much  intereft.  I  am  again  to  prefs  the 
neceflity  of  taking  immediate  (leps  for  negociation,  though,  I  con- 
fefs,  with  no  very  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  the  thin  attendance 
of  the  Houfe  uppn  the  difculTion  of  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  magnitude  b 
no  fevourablc  omen.     Ncvertheleft,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty. 
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to  Ibfe  thereftionf  that  induce  me  to  perfevere  in  eatllitg  d^  atten* 
tion  of  the  Houfe  to  this  point.     The  difcoOlioil  of  At  queftioh  i» 
af  tbt4  fnoment  attended  ivith  one  advantage.     It  appears  dUen- 
cumbered  of  many*  topics  which  were  formerly  matters  of  difpute* 
I  am  relieted  fiom  the  neceflTity  of  arguing  on  the  competency  of 
the  French  to  treat*     We  no  longer  hear  oJF  them  as  the  avowed 
enemies  o£  God  and  Man,  of  virtue,  ibcial  order,  happirieis  and  * 
humanity.     We  have  renounced  thefe  wild  ideas,  and  have  no  cA)*' 
je£tkin  to  confider  them  as  a  Republic,  one  and  indivifible^  founded  ^ 
oft  the  bafis  of  Liberty,    Equality,  Fraternity,  and  the  Rights  of 
Man«     Thisy  in  hSt,  is  now  a  Government  with  which  Britaih 
is  ready  to  treat.     Another  topic  may  be  left  out  of  codlideration, 
the  general  fitoation  of  French  affairs,  particularly  of  Iheir  finances. 
At  the  time  when  we  were  told,  that  even  the  exiflence  of  France 
and  French  principles  was  incompatible  with  the  (ecority  of  £u« 
Itipe,  we  were  told  that  de^ruAion  mull  foon  attend  thefr  whole 
fyfiemi  in  confequences  of  the  ftate  of  their  finances*     We  alw^s, 
Sir,  oppofed  to  thefe  failed  calculations  on  the  fubjed  of  finance, 
the  convincing  refolt  of  experience.     Notwithfianding  the  deipera- 
tion  of  their  circiimftances,  in  all  their  operations  nothing  ^w^s-  to 
be  feen  but  increafed  vigour  and  fuccefs.     This  mode  of  reasoning 
has  alfo  been  relinqui(hed,    and  it  is  unnecet&ry  to  enter  info  it- 
more  minutely.     Minifiers  no  longer  hold  out  this  as  a  reafon  why 
no  negociation,  (hould  yet  be  proceeded  in.     They  have  given  up 
the  hope  of  accomplifliing  the  entire  dcftrudtion  of  the  French  ;  and 
althou^  they  told  us  that  France  was  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  that 
they  vrcrt,  neverthclcfs,  tcady  to  enter  into  proper  and  reafenable 
terms.     I  by  no  means  intend  to  fay,    Sir,  but  that  every  thing 
muft  depend  on  the  terms  to  be  propofed  and  accepted ;  is,  have 
any  advances  whatever  been  made }     It  is  reduced  to  narrow  li- 
mits.    We  have  not  now  to  difcufs  the  nature  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, nor  the  ftatc  of  their  finances,  but  to  inquire  if  Minifters 
had  done  fomcthing  more  than  they  appear  to  have  done,  and  which, 
confidently  with  their  honour,  they  were  bound  to  do.     I  (hall  be 
aflced,  no  doubt,  what  I  have  to  expeA  ?  Why  (hould  I  intrude 
myfelf  Into  the  councils  of  the  Mirtifters,  and  perhaps  throw  oblbcles 
in  die  way  of  attaining  the  object  I  fo  anxioufly  look  for  ?  Rely  on 
their  wifdorft,  and  the  gracious  difpoildon  of  His  Majefty,  which, 
through  his  Miniftefs,  he  has  lately  manifeficd  to  the  Houfe,  and  to 
the  country.     I  am  no  friend.  Sir,  to  the  dodrinc  ofconfidence  in 
Minifters,  who  have  fo  frequently  (hewn  thcmfelves  unworthy  of  it. 
^ev  have,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  too  long  enjoyed  that 
yd  m^  dcftruflivc  confidence.     I  bear  in  my  memory  the  re- 
7, 
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peatfld  debifions  th^t  have  been  pnftifed  in  the  courfe  of  laft  ywp 
.and  particularly  in  December.  I  may  be  afked,  what  more  can 
be  donci  or  vrfut  Unc  of  condu A  ouglit  to  be  adopted }  I  do  not 
prcfqme  to  pwit  out  the  particular  mode,  or  to  dictate  the  terms  | 
but  I  wi(h  that  we  may  no  longer  be  deluded  by  general  declaration 
and  vague  expreflfions.  I  come  forward  and  fay,  that  if  Miniftem 
intend  to  prove  that  they  are  fincere  in  their  deiire  of  peace^  direft 
propofals  oug^t  to  come  from  this  country.  From  die  fuccrb  of 
the  war,  and  a  review  of  the  ikuation  of  the  contending  powers,  I 
conceive  we  have  no  title  to  expert  that  the  iirfi  offer  (hould  proceed 
from  the  enemy.  Th^  may  perhaps  fay,  that  this  would  be  hu«> 
iniliating ;  ibH  it  would  be  obliging  Great  Britain  to  proftiate  her- 
ielf  at  the  feet  of  France.  No!.  Sir,  it  never  can  be  bumiliatif]^ 
for  a  nation,  even  the  greateftp  merely  to  come  forward  with  tk^ 
/offer  pf  peace.  I  mean  not  to  £iy,  we  ought  to  fue  for  it.  When 
bis  prefcnt  Majeflys  in  a  fpeeeh  from  the  throne,  in  1766,  in* 
formed  the  Parliament,  that  he  had  made  overtures  of  peace,  but 
that  the  terms  prdpofed,  he  was  bound  to  rejed,  and  continue  the 
war,  was  fuch  a  condu£l  on  the  part  of  tlus  country  accounted  bu«- 
xmiiating  ?  When  a  nation  is  fuccefsful  in  war,  it  is  generous  to 
offer  peace  to  the  enemy.  When  they  are  equal,  overtures  of  fCB&f 
are  equally  honourable  on  either  iide»  If  one  be  extremely  imfuc# 
cefsfiil,  humiliation  may  become  a  matter  of  neceflil}%  I  ha^s 
feveral  reafi)ns  to  (late  why  a  jpropofal  may  with  propriety  come  frmn 
diis  country.  We  have  repeatedly  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  in* 
dependence  o(  the  French  Republic.  We  have  thrown  upon  th^m 
every  fort  of  abufe,  which  language  is  capable  of  conveyiiigf  -Have 
we  retrad^ed  a  word  of  all  this  ?  Is  die  Kif^*s  menage  fiich  ae 
would  induce  the  French  to  throw  a  veil  over,  the  paft?  The  Frcndl 
thepnfelves  have  in  this  refpeA  fliewn  the  example.  They  at  one 
tfme  publi(hed  piopofitions,  which  were  perhaps  jnftly  afieouate<t 
boftile  to  every  fort  of  good  government.  Tbefe  thqr  have  not 
vaguely,  but  diredly  and  urtequivocally  renounced.  We  alibi 
Sir,  ought  directly  and  unequivocally  to  acknowledge  the  Fneneb 
Repyblic,  and  with  that  acknowledgcnKtit  bring  fc^ward  out  pro» 
poials.  Shall  this  be  called  bumiiiadng?  The  fame  a^mei|t> 
was  ufed  by  Minifters  when  we  formerly  propofcd  wiiat  thejp  hav^ 
Cnce  done  thenifelves.  When  we  wiihed  merely  to  Aate  upon  re^* 
cord  that  there  ei^Qed  in  France*  a  Government  oompeteik  to  enter 
into  a  nc^iation,  it  was  called  bOmiUating  to  make  fiic^  ^  gra«- 
tuitous  acknowledgecnent.  Yet  this  have  Minifters  done;  eoii<- 
trary  to  all  their  bold  aflprtions,  d)ey  abandoned,  the  great  itau(e;of^ 
focial.  order,  religion  and  humanltyi  and  leaving  all  thcfc  to  th^if' 
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£ite,  declared  themfdves  difpofed  for  paac^e^  A  defire  of  pesice  of 
confequcnce  could  nc^  fail  to  be  excited  in  thfs  country ;  but  the 
hopes  fpriiigrng  from  this  defire  are  (tifled  as  foon  as  they  are  created, 
and  we  fee  the  war  renewed  as  if  no  ibch  hope  had  exited.  It 
would  certainly  be  a  fair  and  manly  condu£l  to  go  one  ftep  farther  . 
in  the  endeavour  to  procure  peace,  and  diredUy  and  openly  to  make 
thole  propofals  which  prudence  and  honour  v may  fuggeft.  If  the 
pride  or  ambition  of  the  enemy  form  an  infurmountable  bar  to  our 
wiftics,  war  may  ftill  be  neceflaiy  (  gnd  however  fhongly  J  might 
be  impreiTed  with  the  idea  of -the  incapacity  of  MiniAers  to  carry  it 
on,  I  (hould  willingly  yield  to  the  necelTity  of  its  continuance ;  but 
before  this  dreadful  alternative  takes  place,  let  us  not  negle£t  the 
means  necefifary  for  its  prevention.  A  fair,  open,  and  dircdl  com- 
munication^ Sir,  is  the  Aep  I  propofe,  and  I  found  it  upon  His 
Majefty's  mefTage,  and  the  declaration  of  his  Minifters.  I  have 
no  occafion  to  enter  into  any  debate  refpe£ting  the  war,  dv  the  pecu-  , 
liac  m^e  of  carrying  it  on.  I  argue  merely  upon  the.  admifTions 
already  made  byMiniftcrs,  and.  call  upon  them,  if  they  mean  to 
Z&,  in  confiftency  with  themfelves,  without  farther  delay,  to  follow 
out  their  profefTions  by  a  correfponding  line  of  conduA.  Let  tb^ 
country  know  what  they  have  to  truft  to  \  let  not  their  hopes  of 
peace  reft  on  a  vague  and  unfubibntial  foundation.  Having  dated 
this  much,  I  (hall  leave  the  c^elHon  for  the  confidcration  of  the 
Houfe.  Even  now,  while  I  am  fpeaking,  were  I  to  have  a  fingle 
'  favourable^  aiTurance  on  the  part  of  Minifters ;  was  there  any  folid 
foundation  whereon  to  build  the  pleafing  hope  of  peace,  I  (hould 
gladly,  requeft  leav^  to  withdraw  my  motion,  fo  little  am  I  difpofed 
to  fetter  their  o[^ration3,  or  to  pry  into  their  condudt.  Deceived 
as  I  have  already  been,  I  can  no  longer  confide  in  declarations  with 
wbich  their  aSions  fo  ill  correfpond.  I  have  hitherto  been  dif- 
appointed ;  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  what  fuffering  humanity 
fo  loudly  demands,  but  I  fliall  perfcvere.  Since  His  Majefty's 
tnejQage  hft  brought  this  fubjedl  under  our  notice,  even  God  him- 
(elf,  in  ftorms  and  tempefis,  has  rebuked  the  ravage  and  devaftation 
of  war,  and  loudly  demanded  an  univerfal  cefifation  of  'hofiility. 
Seeing  Minifiers  w|th  difierent  language  bent  on  profecuting  the 
&roe  defpeiate  defign,  feeing  no  ftep  taken  to  make  a  pradlical  ufe 
of  the  pacific  intentions  that  have  been  announced,  I  now  call  upon 
^  Houie  to  aibertain  whether  peace,  if  attainable,  be  denied  us  by 
the  intrigues  of  Minifters,  or  by  the  unprincipled  ambition  of  the 
enemy?  Thus  we  fhall  prove  to  the  country,  to  the  world,  and 
tp  S^ttc^ty,  that  we  are  sdoated  by  an  honed  and  fincere  defire  of 
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peace,  and  if  difai^pointedy  diat  we  only  perfevtre  in  a  conteft  from 
which  we  arc  not  permitted  to  retire, 

Mr.  Grey  then  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  an  humble  addrefd 
be  prcfcnted  to  His  Majefty,  ftating,  that  it  is  the  wtfli  of  this 
Houfe,  that  His  Majefty  may  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  take  fiicH 
fteps  as  to  his  Royal  wifdom  (hall  appear  moft  proper,  for  commq- 
nicating  direflly  to  the  Executive  Dirc£lory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, His  Majefty's  rcj^dinefj^  to  meet  any  difpofition  to  ncgociatiort 
on  the  part  of  that  Government,  wirii  an  eiameft  defirc  to  give*  ft 
the  fullcft  and  fpccdieft  efleft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT—**  Much  as  the  honourable  gcrttletflan 
has  introduced  into  his  Ypcech,  conncdlcd  with  the'  6rigln  and  Con- 
dud  of  the  war,  from  which  I  muft  decidedly  dilTent :  much  a^  .1 
diiTer  with  him  on  many  of  the  topics  he  has  urged,  and  on  itlany 
of  the  principles  he  has  laid  down  as  grounds  for  his  motion ;  and 
firmly  as  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  meafure  could  be  moit  hoftlle  tx^ 
the  true  intcrefts  of  this  country  than  the  line  of  condud  whid^  he 
has  propofed  to  be  adopted  ;  there  is  (HU  one  view  of  the  fubjeA  oi^ 
which  I  believe  itimpoffible  there  can  be  any  diiSerence  of  opinion* 
If  the  ftatc  of  the  country,  and  the  fentiments  of  a  great  majority 
of  this  Houfe  are  fuch,  as  I  have  reafon  to  fuppofc,  there  canrtot, 
indeed,  be  any  wide  or  eflential  difitrence  as  to  the  general  refult. 
But  if,  aftbr  the  explanatfon  which  I  may  be  abltf  to  give  with  rtf- 
ped  to  the  ftkte  of  this  country,  and  the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  the 
honourable  gentleman  (hall  (till  chufe  to  perfevere  in  his  motion^ 
there  are  one  or  two  confequences,  which  mi^t  otherWife  be  dlra^n 
from  any  declaration  of  mine  on  the  prefent  occafion  againft  which 
it  may  be  neceflfary  for  me  to  guard.  I  muft,  therefore,  ^uard 
againft  any  imputations  which  may  hereafter  be  brought  forw&rd^ 
cither  as  to  the  inftncerity  of  any  declaration  Which  I  may  exprefsin 
&votsr  of  peace,  or  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  meafures  takeit  to 
fkcilitate  its  progrefs.  However  I  may  be  difpofed  to  favour  that 
objeft,  which  the  motion  feems  principally  to  have  in  view,  I  cati 
by  no  means  concede  the  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  followed  up'; 
—I  mean  that  from  a  vieW  of  our  fituation,  and  of  the  events  of 
the  war,  we  (hould  diicover  fuch  (hameful  humiliation,  fuch  hope- 
iefs  defpondency,  as  to  abandon  every  thing  for  which  we  hiive 
fermerly  contended,  and  be  dHpofed  to  proftrate  ourfelves  at  the  feet 
of  the  enemy.  IT  the  neceffity  of  our  condition,  if  the  fenfc  of 
having  been  bafBed,  (hould  operate  fo  ftrongly  as  to  induce  u^  to 
make  overtures  of  peace  upon  any  terms  ;  if  every  confideration  of 
poKcy,  and  every  feeling  of  decent  and  hotiourable  pride  muft  be 
facrificed  to  the  extreme  prefTure  of  our  affairs^  we  muft  then  in« 
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deed  be  bound  t6  receive  the  liw  dJF  the  conqueror.     This  *(iniadon 
of  afiairs  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not  indeed  developed,  but 
has  pretty  plainly  infimiated  as  a  ground  for  his  motion*     But  I 
truft  that  the  date  of  this  country  is  far  diiFcrent,  and.  that  no  tem- 
porary reverfe  in  the  fortune  of  war,  no  internal  prelTure  in  our 
domefiic  lituation,  has  yet  produced  ^this  mortifying  humiliation, 
this  dreadful  alternative. — But  the  honourable  gentletpan,  as  an 
impeachment  of  the  fincerity  of  Mkiifters  with  refpe£l  to  peace,  has 
alluded  to  an  argument  which  was  formerly  fupported  from  this  iide 
of  the  Houfe,  that  we  could  not  make  peace  without  humbling  our- 
felves  to  the  enemy,  and  without  difcovering  that  we  were  baffled 
in  our  attempts,  and  exhaufted  in  our  refources  ;  from  this  he  no 
doubt  meant  to  infinuate  that  Miniilers  wore  at  no  times  lince  in 
.their  wifliea  for  peace,  and  werd  difpofcdto  throw  every  obfhcle  in 
its  way-     He  does  not  think  proper  to  mention  that  this  argument 
^s  made  ufe  of  at  a  time  when  the  opponents  of  the  war,  availing 
themfelves  of  a  feries  of  misfortunes  and  difappointments  which  had 
})efailen  the  confederacy,  took  the  opportunity  to  prefs  their  motion 
for  an  immediate  peaces     We  then  contended,  that  the  evil  was 
jnot  fo  great  as  to  exclude 'hope,  or  to  damp  enterprise,  that  no  cir- 
cumftances  had  taken  place  under  which  a  firm  and  manly  refinance 
became  impra^icable,  and  that  we  might  ftill  look  with  confidence 
to  the  effe^  of  a  vigorous  and  pefevcring  profecution  of  the  war. 
j[n  proportion  as  this  truth  has  become  manifeft  to  ttie  enemy  them- 
felves, do  we  feel  ourfelves  inclined  to  adopt  a  more  conciliating 
j(Qne.     In  proportion  as  the  lituation  of  things  is  inverted,  the  6b-* 
je£Uon  which  we  formerly  made,  is  fupcrfcded.     That  fituation 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  chofe  only  to  fuppofe  as  theoreti- 
cal, I  contend  to  be  pradlical,  that  our  fucceifes  have  been  fuch  as 
'to  obviate  any  obftade  to  negociation  on  the  fcore  of  national  honour ; 
and  fo  far  I  undoubtedly  .am  of  opinion,  that  the  difficulty  is  infi- 
X)itcly  dimin^Oied.     In  ftating,  however,  generally,  my  own  fenti*- 
pnents,  and  thofe  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  I  mud  proteft  againft 
die  praSice  of  bciog  called  upon  from  day  to  day»  irom  week  to 
wedc,  from  time  to  time,  to  declare  what  arc  prccifely  our  views 
on  the  pofture  of  affairs,  or  what  are  thefteps,  which  we  may  think 
f  it  neceifary  in  confc^ucnce  to  adopt.     The  progrefs  of  the  meafures, 
which  fudi  a  (ituation  of  affairs  as.  the  prcfent  may  render  neccf* 
f^,  can  only  be  left  fafely  to  the  condu^  of  the  Executive  Govem-p 
ment.     If  the  Houie  are  of  opinion  that  the  bufinefs  cannot  be 
lafely  left  in  the  hands  of  Minifters,  the  proper  (lep  would  be  to 
^addrefs  His  Majefty  to  remove  them  from  their  fituation.     The 
honourable  gendemart  fays,  that  he  does  not  confide  in  MiniAers : 
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•     "  I  > 

on  that  ground  he  has  been  led  to  give  an  uniform  oppofidon  to  didr  • 
mcafures  during  the  war ;  and  on  the  fame  ground  he  now  exprefies 
his  diftraft  of  the  fincerity  of  their  wiihes  rcfpcfling  peace.  Un- 
queftionably  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  places  no  confidence 
in  Miniftersy  is  entitled  to  oppofe  their  meafures,  and  to  queAion 
their  (inccrity ;  but  he  is  bound  to  conform  to  eftabliihed  rules,  and 
not  to  efTe^  any  change  in  a  conftitutional  queAion ;  I  mean, 
whenever  this  Houfe,  adopting  a  motion  like  the  prefent,  inftead 
of  addrcfling  His  Majefty  to  remove  his  Minifters,  ^Ppfy  i"  order 
to  take  the  bufinefs  into  their  own  hands,  they  deprive  the  country 
of  every  chance  for  a  fuccefsfiil  negociation.  On  a  qucftion  fo  cri- 
tical^  I  am  afraid  left  I  (hould  overftep  the  line  of  my  duty,  by 
entering  too  much  into  detail.  Every  gentleman  muft  be  fenfible, 
that  a  difcufllon  of  this  fort  is  attended  with  peculiar  delicacy.  But 
if  fuch  be  the  cafe  in  general,  it  is  more  efpecially  fo  in  the  prefent 
inftance.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  alluded  to  •the  feparteition 
of  difierent  powers  from  the  common  confederacy.  What  but  the 
feparation  of  thofe  powers  has  interfered  to  fave  France  at  the 
moment  (he  feemed  on  the  brink  of  abfoluteand  irretrievable  ruin? 
The  feparation  of  thofe  powers  has  diminlfhed  that  weight  under 
which  (he  feemed  to  be  ncarty  cruihed,  has  broken  the  force,  before 
whofe  united  efforts  (he  muft  inevitably  have  fallen,  that  feparation 
,  has  given  new  ardour  to  their  expiring  hopes,  and  reftored  frcfh* 
enei^  to  their  exhauiled  refourccs.  If  the  Direflory  have  yet  any 
hope  of  didtating  terms  to  Europe,  it  is  no  doubt  on  the  fame  policy 
which  they  have  hitherto  found  fo  beneficial  that  they  groixnd  their 
expe£lations  of  future  fuccefs.  If  there  is  any  thing  by  which  they 
can  expeft  to  attain  this  fituation  of  proud  eminence,  this  objedl  of 
their  favourite  ambition,  it  is  by  being  able  to  inftil  jealoufy,  to 
fow  the  feeds  of  divifion,  and  engender  fources  of  animofity  am6ng 
thofe  of  the  confederacy,  who  yet  remain  united  to  oppofe  their 
power.  On  preferving  entire  the  remains  of  that  confederacy,  de- 
pends the  only  hope  of  impreffing  on  them  a  conviftion  of  the  necef- 
lity  of  yielding  to  reafonable  terms,  and  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  de- 
liraUe  conclufion.  And  perhaps,  in  this  point  of  view,  an  attention 
to  the  prefervation  of  that  confederacy,  becomes  a  duty,  not  only  for 
Minifters,  but  for  all  thofe  perfons  who  are  anxious  for  the  public 
wclfere,  and  intcrefted  in  the  national  charafler,  for  all  thofe  who 
are  defirous  of  an*  honourable  peace,  and  adverfe  to  any  peace  pur- 
chafed  with  difhonour ;  and  if  fuch  be  the  cafe,  it  is  important  for 
them  to  coniider  whether  the  mcafures  which  tiicy  may  wifh  to 
perfqadc  Government  to  adopt,  be  fuch  as  may  oblige  the  country 
to  give  up  the  chance  of  a  fucccfsful  peace  altogctiier,  or  to  take  it 
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001  tenss  inconfiAent  wkh  the  .hooourof  the.  nation.     If  we  teodve 
propoTitions  of  peace  on  the  ternrts  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  the 
confiderations  "  fpeedy  and  honourably,"  then,  hctomc  feparatcd. 
We  Bouft  i<n  that  cafe  chufe  the  alternative ;  if  weac' pr  rhc„  motion, 
z  peace  "  fpocdy  and  honourable"  we  cannot  have.  BvU  an  honrnir- 
Ale  poace  we  may  liavc,  if  we  pcrfevcre  in  the  fame  fin.  ^nd  vigor- 
ous line  of  condu£t  which   we  have  hitherto  purfucd.     l^his   I 
know,  not  from  any  immediate  communication  with-  the    -»emy, 
OOC  from  any  communication  of  their  difpofition  for  peace,  bu    ^>ni 
the  flatement  which  they  have  th,emfelves  furniftied  of  their  df  K  ^  i  vc 
and  almoft  exhaufted  means  for  carrying  on  the  war.     On  thL3 
grouiul  I  oppofe  the  motion.     If  I  were  not  fincerely,  and  anxioufly 
defirous  of  peace,  I  ({lould  be  forfeiting  my  duty  to  the  country, 
and  violating  thetruft  which  I  hold  from  my  public  iituatjcn  ;  but 
I  can  never  confent  to  the  propofition  of  peace  upon  other  terms 
than  0^ofc  confident  wltt>  the  prefent  honour,  and  future  fccurity 
of  the  country.     The  queflion,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
himfelf  dated,  is  a  very  narrow  one — ^^"  Whether,  becaufe  after 
liaving  received  the  meiTage  from  His  Majefty,  no  communication 
l)as  taken  place  of  any  fubfequent  meafures,  the  Houfe  by  adoptirig 
a  modon  of  this  fort  ought  to  compel  the  Executive  Government, 
^und  hand  and  foot,  to  commence  a  negotiation  V*     If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  entertains  fuch  diib'uft  of  th«  fincenty  of  Minifters, 
^s  to  fuppofe  them  difpofed  to  take  no  meafures  to  carry  into  efkA 
their  own  declarations,  I  (hall  certainly  not  argue  with  him  on  that 
point.     But,  in  order  to  be  confident,  the  argument  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  muft  infer,  either  that  overtures  have  been  made 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  or  that  fome  favourable  oppcntuntty  has 
occurred  to  this  country  for  the  purpofe  of  commencing  a  negocia- 
tion,  which  has  been  rejected  fubfequent  to  the  period  of  the  roef- 
fage.     But,  not  only  has  no  opportunity  been  reje£led,  but  meafures 
have  abfolutely  been  taken  to  afcertain  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy 
with  refpe£t  to  peace,  and  to  pave  the  way  fur  overtures  from  either 
fide.     If  anegociation  (hould  be  entered  into,  it  is  evident,  that  in 
order  to  give  it  its  fulled  effed,  we  fhould  be  careful  not  only  to 
keep  up  the  ftrid  letter  of  our  engagements,  but  to  maintain  full 
concert  and  harmony  with  our  allies.     I  have  only  to  fay,  that 
ading  upon  this  principle,  no  regard  to  the  form  of  Government, 
po  difficulty  as  to  the  mpde  of  communication,  no  pun£tilio  of  eti- 
quette, no  delicacy  as  to  the  firfi  propofition  of  overtures,  (hall  be 
feund  to  (land  in  the  way  of  negpciation.     Such  meafures  have 
already  been  taken,  as,  if  the  enemy  are  fincere  in  their  difpofidor^ 
for  peace,  muft  fpeedily  lead  to  a  negociation.^-1   admit  that  the 
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honourable  gentleman  in  his  fpeech  feparated  negoeiation  from  the 
temns.  But  in  other  pafTages  he  talked  of  nqgociation  as  leading  to 
an  immediate  peace.  I  beg  leave  by  nothing  I  have  faid,  to  be 
underftood  to  hold  out  the  idea  of  immediate  peace,  or  of  peace  at 
any  period  ;  I  only  wi(h  that  it  may  be  known,  that  if  negociation 
be  not  fpccdily  put  in  a  train,  it  is  not  our  fault,  and  that  the 
blame  muft  reft  on  tlie  dlTpofitions  of  the  enemy.  If  the  temper 
and  views  of  the  enemy  Aiall  have  beiome  more  moderate,  our 
profpeds  of  that  defirable  event  muft  certainly  be  greatly  accelerated. 
But  forry  I  am  to  ftate,  that  ftrong  as  is  my  deftre  of  peace,  and 
confcffedly  weak  as  are  the  means  of  the  enemy  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  they  have  not  yet  made  any  declaration  which  can  difpofe  us 
to  give  them  credit  for  their  moderation  with  refpedi  to  peace.  I  muft 
at  the  fame  time  confefs,  that  I  know  nothing  on  the  fubjed,  but 
from  the  communications  of  the  Diredory;  and  from  a  paper  which 
has  been  circulated  with  much  induftry  here,  and  alfo  on  the  Con- 
tinent.-^—This  paper  is  faid  to  contain  the  terms  on  which  they  arc 
willing  to  hold  out  the  boon  of  peace  to  the  people  of  England.  If 
they  will  abandon  all  their  interefts,  if  they  will  renounce  all  thofe 
continental  alliances,  which  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  connefied 
with  the  fundamental  policy  of  this  country,  and  the  general  fiifety 
of  Europe  ;  if  they  will  facriftce  their  good  faith,  and  give  up  aU 
the  acquiiitions  which  have  been  made  by  the  valour  and  eneigy  of 
their  troops,  then,  we  are  told,  that  in  return  the  French  nation 
will  honour  the  people  of  England  with  their  fraternization,  t 
hope  I  (hall  not  be  told  that  I  am  infincere  in  my  wifhes  ibr  peace, 
if  I  am  not  forward  to  accept  a  treaty  on  fuch  terms.  There  i$ 
only  one  lituation  which,  in  my  opinion,  could  induce  a  Minifter 
of  this  country  to  bend  to  fo  humiliating  a  neceffity,  namely,  the 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  the  nation,  proclaimed  through  the  medium 
of  Parliament,  in  adopting  a*  motion  like  the  prefent.  If  thismo** 
tion  be  not  adopted,  and  it  be  alked  what  overtures  we  will  be 
difpofed  to  receive,  or  what  anfwer  we  will  rhake  to  any  propofition 
for  negotiation,  I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  declared, 
that  *^  meafures  have  already  been  fet  on  foot  to  afcertain  the  dif^ 
{x>(ition  of  the  enemy ;  and  whatever  be  the  refult,  that  nothing 
ihall  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  this  country  to 
encourage  a  difpofition  to  negociate  on  moderate  and  equitable  terms, 
I  am  perfuaded  that,  if  we  and  our  allies  arc  not  wanting  to  our- 
felves,  wt  (hall  be  able  to  reftore  peace  on  reafonable  and  honour- 
able terms,  and  that  nothing  but  difhonourable  timidity  or  undue 
precipitation,  can  pofEbly  difappoMit  us  in  the  attainment  of  that 
pbjca." 
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Mr.  F(5X — Notwithftandingthe  mode  of  arguing  which  the  riglit 
honourable  gentleman  has  adopted  this  day,  in  introducing  matter 
fomewhat  irrelevant  to  the  queftion  at  iffue,  I  intend  to  confine 
m)'felf  almoft  entirely  to  the  fubjedt  of  my  honourable  friend's  pro- 
portion. The  Houfe  will  pardon  me,  however,  if  I  make  a  few  pre- 
liminary obfervations  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  commenced  his  fpecch.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  difcourage 
any  inclination  which  may  be  (hewn  to  negociation,  or  in  any  de- 
gree to  retard  the  advance  to  peace.  For  whether  the  feafon  for 
nego(!iation  be  advantageous,  when  compared  with  thofc  which  have 
occurred  at  periods  which  are  pad,  it  is  certainly  advantageous^ 
when  compared  with  any  that  may  be  cxpeftcd  in  future,  however 
numerous  our  vidtories,  or  however  unprecedented  our  fuccefs.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  faying  a  word  or  two  upon  the  paft, 
not  with  a  view  to  exaggerate  the  difficulties  of  the  prtfcnt,  but 
merely  in  rtiy  own  vindication,  for  having  propofed  pacific  mea- 
iures,  when  they  were  refufed  to  be  adopted.  Will  it  be  faid, 
that  when  the  Low  Countries  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  whcii 
Holland  is  become  a  province  of  France,  and  when  they  are  in 
poflfeflion  of  St.  Lucia  an^  St.  Domingo,  that  we  are  in  a  fituation 
in  which  more  honourable  terms  of  peace  may  be  expeftcd  than 
when  they  were  driven  out  of  the  Dutch  provinces ;  when  they 
were  routed  in  every  battle  in  Flanders ;  when  they  were  compelled 
to  retreat  within  the  limits  of  their  pwn  territory ;  when  Valen- 
ciennes was  taken  ;  when  a  confiderablc  impreflton  was  made  upon 
them  by  the  Emperor  in  the  North,  and  by  Spain  upon  tlic  South ; 
in  (hort,  when  they  did  not  hold  an  inch  of  ground  without  the 
bounds  of  Old  France  ?  Then  we  were  told  that  it  would  be  hu- 
miliating for  the  country  to  offer  terms  of  peace,  and  that  we  ftiould 
wait  till  the  misfortunes  of  our  foes  fhoiild  lay  them  proflrate  at  our 
feet.  When  I  propt)fed  a  pacification  in  the  beginning  of  I794> 
I  \vas  told,  that  the  late  campaign  had  exhibited  a  feries  of  triumphs 
more  brilliant  than  any  which  the  annals  of  the  countrj'  could  boaft. 
Laft  year,  a  negociation  was  moved  for,  before  Holland  was  totally 
loft,  the  recovery  of  which  was  aflTigned  as  a  principal  caufe  of  the  - 
war ;  and  then  it  was  faid,  that  any  propofal  on  our  part  would 
be  degrading  to  the  honour  of  the  country.  I  hope,  however, 
tliat  he  wlio  thinks  it  poflible  to  propofe  an  honourable  negociation 
now,  will  no  longer  accufc  us  of  having  entertained  a  wifh  to  hu- 
miliate the  country,  by  advifing  the  Government  to  offer  terms  of 
fCAfc,  in  circumftanccs  in  which  it  was  infinitely  more  advantagc- 
bufly  fituatcd.  My  argument  at  prcfcnt,  does  not  turn  upon  the 
roprlcty  of  propofals  for  pci.'j  coming  from  one  country  more 
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than  fiotn  another,  but|  upon  the  leafonaUenefs  of  the  time.  I. 
pexfedlly  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  prefent  is 
the  moft  proper  feafon  which  may  well  occur/  and  in  the  faith  that 
be  is  inclined  to  improve  it,  I  have  the  lefs  difpolition  to  prefs  the 
errors  of  the  part.  But  here  a  queftion  occurs — Who  (hall  make 
the  Brd  ttcp  towards  peace  ?  In  all  wars,  I  think,  this  is  a  point 
extremely  material ;  and  in  thi»  war,  I  think,  it  is  of  lefs  impor* 
tance  than  alraoft  any  othen  When  hoAilities  commenced  between 
the  countries,  the  French  held  it  out  as  a  principle,  that  they  were 
determined  to  propagate  their  goverrtment  all  over  Europe.  How 
long  they  perfcvercd  in  maintaining  this  principle,  it  is  of  little  con- 
fcquence  now  to  decide.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  it  afforded  a  real  or 
odcnfiblc  ground  of  hoftilities,  and  that  the  principle  has  been  for- 
mally renounced  in  an  official  declaration,  abjuring  all  interference  In^ 
the  internal  government  of  any  countrjr*  This  is  an  example  which 
we  ought  to  follow ;  and  when  the  French  have  announced  them- 
fclves  at  amity  with  the  £ngli(h  Conffitution,  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment ought  to  abandon  every  idea  of  intermeddling  in  the  affairs  of 
France,  or  of  altering  any  form  of  Government  which  they  may 
think  pmpcr  to  adopt.  Perhaps,  I  may  be  told,  that  even  if 
terms  of  peace  be  propofed  by  this  country,  they  may  be  rejedled  by 
the  French,  and  that  this  reje£lion  may  render  it  neceffary  for  us 
to  interfere  in  the  fettlement  of  their  form  of  gpvcrnment.  But  if. 
we  do  not  formally  publifh  the  declaration,  we  may  at  leaft  announce 
our  readinefs  to  make  it.  And  even  then  we  don't  go  fo  far  as  they 
have  done.  There  was  a  word  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
fpeech,  which,  notwithftanding  all  its  pacific  completion,  I  was 
forry  to  hear,  and  which  to  me  appeared  to  indicate,  that  it  is  his 
opinion,  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  has  not  arrived  at 
that  crifis  which  was  particularly  defcribed  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech. 
It  was  this,  that  the  French  Government  were  perhaps  difpofed  to 
grant  to  this  country,  a^  a  compenfation  for  all  the  lofTcs  which  it 
has  fuftained  from  the  war— the  honour  of  its  fraternization.  But 
does  the  French  Government  perfevere  in  that  fyAem  now  ?  I  hope 
and  truft  it  does  not.  And  if  it  does  not,  why  rake  up  the  reool- 
Icdtion  of 'former  wrongs,  and  renew  the  caufes  of  difcord  which  no 
longer  exill?  The  fubjeift,  however,  chiefly  depends  upon  a 
queftion  of  time.  On  tlie  8th  of  December,  a  meffage  was  (cat 
down  from  His  Majefly,  dating,  that  the  affairs  of  France  had  ar- 
rived at  fuch  a  criiis,  as  to  render  negociation  poffible.  On  the 
29th  of  Odlober,  in  His  Majefiy's  fpec^h,  there  was  a  paragraph 
upon  the  fubjcdi,  the  meaning  of  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  by  no 
faeaps  dear,     Wa  were  told,  however,  that  it  was  afterwards  ex- 
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plained,  and  that  the  fubfequent  meflage  was  nothing  more  tbaii 
the  natural  confequence  of  the  King's  fpeechi<     If,  then,  the  ideas 
conveyed  by  the  meifage  were  hypothetically  the  opinion  of  the  Mi- 
nifter,  who  was  certainly  to  be  confidercd  as  a  principal  aflfifbint  in 
framing  the  fpccch,  we  are  to  trace  the  meafures  of  Government 
back  to  the  29th  of  Odober.     But  even  fuppofing  that  the  8th  of 
December  was  the  earlieft  time  that  the  King's  Cabinet  Minifters 
formed   any  definitive  opinions  upon  the  fubjedt,    when  we  take 
into  cdnfideration,  not  only  die  lapfc  of  time,    but  the  very  ex- 
traordinary circumftances  attending  that  lapfe  of  time,    it  is  na- 
tural to  afk,  did  it  require  two  months  (or  if  we  date  it  from  the 
29th  of  OSobcr,  did  it  require  three  months)  to  come  to  an  under- 
ftanding  with  our  allies ;  or  rather,  was  it  not  rcafonablc  to  expert 
tfxat  fomcthing  might  have  been  done  in  that  time  r     The  cxpedla- 
tion  was  more  reafonable,   when  we  confidered  what  thofe  two 
months  were.     They  were  not  two  months  in  the  heat  of  a  cam- 
paign—they were  not  only  in  a  feafon,  when  God  and  Nature  cre- 
ate an  armiftice,  but  when  an  armiftice  had  aftually  taken  place— 
they  were  not  during  the  fitting  of  the  Parliament,  (though  I  am 
not  one  of  thofe  who  confider  die  fittings  of  Parliament  as  an  in- 
cumbrance to  negociation),  but  during  a  parliamentary  recefs,  pro- 
longed, as  the  friends  of  the  Miniftcrs  gave  out,  for  the  purpofe 
of  leaving  him  unlhackled  to  carry  on  the  negociation  ;  and  when 
Acfe  circumftances  are  confidered,  I  wifh  to  know  why  no  fteps  have 
been  taken  ?     I  muft  here  advert  to  a  paflfage  in  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  fpeech,  in  which  he  reprcfcnted  it  as  having  been 
the  policy  of  France  to  divide  the  allies,  and  when  they  were  on  the 
eve  of  finking  beneath  their  combined  prcffur6,  to  detach  fome  of 
them  from  the  confederacy.     Perhaps  I  am  not  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  circumftances  of  the  v^-ar  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
or  at  this  moment  I  may  not  have  fuch  a  lively  recolleftion  of  the 
details  of  its  hiftory ;  but  I  certainly  do  not  remember  any  peculiar 
difficulties  under  which  the  enemy  had  the  misfortune  to  labour  at 
flie  particular  conjuncture  when  our  allies  feceded  from  the  treaty. 
I  do  not  recoiled  that  France  was  in  circumftances  of  .particular 
difliculty,  when  the  King  of  PruflTia  renounced  the  caufe  of  the  al- 
lies.    I  do  i>ot  recoiled  that  France  was  in  a  fitutition  of  unnufual 
hardfhip  when  (he  concluded  a  peace  with  Spain.     Nor  do  I  re^ 
colieft  that  the  Ele6ter  of  Hanover  and  the  other  German  Princes 
were  exuldng  in  the  abundance  of  their  vidories  when  they  com- 
menced a  negociation.     On  the'  contrary,  I  think  I  have  heard 
that  Spain  fued  for  peace,  not  when  they  were  in  the  unimpaired 
poffefTibn  of  thdr  territory,  but,  when  dlt  principdprovinces  of  the 


Empire  wtre  in  the  hand»  of  the  Fit npb :  oof  ffom  My  ipfermar 
.  tion  which  I  have  received  upon  the  fubje£t,  can  I  pay  fadx  a  com- 
pliment to  the  King  of  PrufTia,  and  the  Princes  of  Germany,  as  to 
fay^  that  they  offered  terms  of  peace  to  the  enemy  when  tiity  weie 
hi  the  career  of  conqueft,  and  the  zienith  of  their  glory.     I  confofc 
I  cannot  fee,  (if  the  profefiions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  l)e 
true)  what  renders  an  explanation  of  the  proceedings  of  thp  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  a  fubje6t  of  fo  much  delicacy  in  the  pre(en(  war.  . 
If  he  admits  that  he  is  engaged  in  a  clandeftine  negodationi  of  the 
benefit  of  which  he  means  to  deprive  oar  allies,  and  of  which  of 
courfe  he  would  wi(h  to  keep  them  ignorant,  then  I  conceive  fome 
nK)Hve  for  his  conduA,  and  I  am  ready  on  fucb  a  fuppofition  to  al- 
low his  argument,  if  it  is  not  honourable,  at  leaft  to  be  logical. 
But  if,  as  he  declares,  he  is  ripally  aAing  in  concert  widi  our  al- 
lies, where  would  be  the  harm,  though  he  were  to  lay  all  the  ^- 
pers  which  had  paiTed  upon  the  fubjedt  before  die  Houfe  ?     Here  I 
cannot  refrain  fmm  making  one  obfervation  on  the  difference  of  fitu- 
ation,  in  which  we  have  Rood  with  refped  to  our  allies  in  the  Gourfe 
of  this  conteft.     I  cannot  help  remembering  a  defeA  which  w^s 
pointed  out  laft  year,  in  the  terms  of  the  loan,  which  wa3  then 
voted  to  the  Emperor.     It  was  then  obje^ed,  that  we  did  not  bind 
him  to  perfevere  in  the  prufecution  of  the  war  longer  than  he  thought 
fit.     The  anfwer  was,  if  we  bind  the  Emperor  to  profe^te  the 
war,  we  rouft  ourfelves  come  under  the  fame  refbri^tiofit     Afu) 
now  we  are  tdid,   wc  cannot  make  peace,  except  in  concert  with 
our  allies.     I  mention  this  merely  to  (hew  the  difierent  repre(en- 
tarions  that  are  given  of  matters  according  to  the  prefitire  of  differ 
rent  arguments.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  given  us  to  an- 
derftand  fomething  in  his  fpeech :  it  is  material  to  know,  what  he 
really  intends  to  convey,  to  underftand  how  much,  and  the  predfe 
value  of  what  he  has  advanced.     I  underfland  him  to  h^ve  faid,  aad 
I  beg  to  be  corre£ied  if  I  am  miftaken,  that  meafures  have  been 
already  taken  by  Minifters,    with  a  view  to  avail  themfelves  o£ 
whatever  circuniftanccs  may  occur  favourable,  either  to  making  or 
receiving  overtures  of  peace  with  France.     I  certainly  do  not  mean 
to  quibble  upon  words,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he 
can  mean  a  continuance  of  the  war  to  be  one  of  thofe  meafiucesB 
which  he  hopes  are  intopduf^ory  to  negpciation .     I  f  it  be  underftoo^y 
that  fince  the  meifage  of  the  8th  of  December,  be  has  Endeavoured^ 
by  means  of  communication  with  our  allies,  to  learn  the  g^unds  on 
which  they  wiih  to  negociate ;  this  certainly  is  fomething ;  but  it  is 
mo  inftance  of  tardinefs  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  account.     And 
fwen  admittii^  tbcfe  ficfps  to  have  been  takco^it  fiiil  remains  a 
Vol.  XLV.  H 
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-queftion  of  ferlous  urgency,  vidiether  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
•friend  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  by  the  Houfe  ?     That  the  manifefta- 
( don  of  a  iincere  deiire  to  negociate  would  in  this  country  produce 
'an  effefl  highly  popular,  is  a  fad  not  to  be  difputed.     To  the  reft 
of  Europe  fuch  an  inclination  would  be  no  lefs  grateful ;  and  I  will 
^put  it  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  if  they  really  think  the  country 
will  make  worfe  terms  of  peace  with  France,  becaufe  the  Freneli 
Government  know  our  defire  for  peace  to  be  fincere  ?      Is  it  not  to 
be  feared  oD  the  other  hand,  that  the  mutual  alienation  of  affec- 
tion, and  the    mutual   diflruft   which  has  fub(i(\ed  between  the 
countries,  will  create  a  more  ferious  difficulty  with  rcfpedt  to  the 
fuccefs  of  any  negociation,  than  even  the  terms  that  may  be  pro- 
•pofed  ?     In  former  wars,  we  have  found  that  the  obftrudtions  to 
-pacification  arofe  more  from  the  temper  of  the  adverfc  countries, 
-than  the  fpecific  terms  which  were  brought  upon  the  tapis. 

In  the  war  about  the  fucceflien,  which,  without  exception,  was 
-the  moft  glorious  of  any  that  this  country  was  ever  engaged  in,  is 
there  any  man  fuch  a  bigoted  whig  at  this  day,  as  not  to  believe 
that  the  conferences  of  Gcrtruydenburg  might  not  have  led  to  peace, 
•had  they  been  properly  conduced,  ^nd  that  the  prolongation  of  the 
war  arofc  from  unextinguifhable  jealoufy,  and  unyielding  rivaUhip  r 
I  am  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  hope,  at  this  day,  that  no  difficulty  will 
'  arife  in  negociation  about  terms.     I  wi(h  to  6od  that  the  fituation 
of  the  country  were  fuch  as  to  afibrd  any  reafonable  ground  for  fuch 
a  hope.     Bur  what  I  contend  is  this,  that  fuch  has  been  the  afpe- 
rity  difplayed  on  both  lides^  in  the  courfe  of  the  conteA,  that  the 
temper  of  the  Governments  will  occafion  a  difficulty  no  lefs  formi- 
dable, than  any  that  may  occur  in  the  difcuffion  of  terms — a  diffi- 
culty which  I  am  forry  to  think  the  concluding  part  of  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman's  fpeech  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  remove.     It 
may  be  faid,  that  the  language  held  by  the  Diredory  was  infolent  in 
the  extreme.  But  becaufe  infolent  language  is  held,  by  the  Direftory 
.   of  France,  is  that  a  reafon  why  the  Government  of  England  (hould 
.   affiimc  the  ik|ne  tone  of  infolence  ?     Were  we  to  adopt  concilia- 
tory language,  the  efFed  would  be  immediate  upon  the  temper  of 
the  French  Government  in  foftening  afperity,  and  filencing  abufc. 
And  if  fuch  would  be  the  efFcd  in  France,  what  might  be  expedlcd 
there?  It  was  ftatcd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  the  mo- 
.tion  of  my  honourable  friend,  were  it  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  would 
fo  cramp,  fetter,  and  humiliate  Government,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  negociate  with  honour.     This  is  an  objection  which  has 
4>een  ftated  fo  often  in  the  courfe  of  tlic  war,  that  it  has  entirely 
loft  its  force.     Wbenon  a  forn>er  occafion  it  wa^  propofed  to  declai;? 
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tbe  Govemment  of  France  in  a  n^ociable  fitUation,  tb^  piopofi-* 
tion  ivas  rejeded  with  fcore,  and  now.  this  very  dilatation  has  been- 
made  by   Miniftersy  and  we  have  experienced  no  inconvenience 
from  it.     As  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  of  making  peace, 
when  and  how  His  Majefty  pleafes,  no  man  doubts  of  it ;  but  no- 
tpnxti  on  the  other  hand,  will  doubt  of  the  prerogative  of  ttie  Corn* 
mons  of  England,  to  advife  His  Majefty»  both  as  to  the  time  ami 
the  terms  of  pacification.     The  prefent  is  not  a  matter  of  rights: 
but  a  matter  of  difcretion.     I  have  put  a  cafe  before  to  the  Houfe^ . 
which  is  fo  appropriate  to  the  prefent  eircumftances  of  the  country |[ 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote  it  again—- the  cafe  of  the  American 
war.     In  the  courfe  of  that  war^  we  heard  from  a  noble  Lord»! 
that  it  was  the  height  of  indifcretion  in  Parliament^  to  interfere 
with  the  prerogative  of  the  King  in  making  peace-     Parliamenl* 
wifely  Tejeded  the  noble  Lord's  argument,  and  not  only  declared^ 
that  America  was  in  a  negociable  fituation,  and  that  the  States  fliould 
be  acknowledged  as  independent,    but  they  even  declared  that  no 
ofl[en(ive  war  (hould  be  carried  on  againft  America ;  and  this  very 
declaration  enabled  the  right  honourable  gentlem^  and  his  aflbcw 
ates  at  that  time  to  conclude  a  peace,  the  terms  of  whkh  were  cer* 
tainly  not  fuchas  the  country,  in  my  opinion,  had  reafon  toexpe^ 
from  its  circum(bnces  at  the  time,  but  which  redounded  mtich  fb 
his  credit,  when  compared  with  the  misfortunes  to  which  it  had 
formerly  been  fubjeficd.     There  arc  certain  bugbears  which  have 
always  been  held  out  by  Minifters  to  Parliament,  and  which  have 
been  difpofcd  of  according  to  its  good  fcnfe  at  the  time.     The  pn&» 
tences  of  State  fecrets,  parliamentary  confidence,  have  always  been 
held  forth  as  a  (hield  for  the  meafures  of  the  fervants  of  the  Crown ; 
but  fortunately  for   the  people,  their  conftituents  have  not*  been 
always  inclined  to  pay  that  attention  to  them,  which  to  fgperficial 
obfervers  they  may  feem  to  claim.     As  to  the  State  paper  toXvbich 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  referred,  and  which  he  faid.  was 
publi(hed  at  Hamburgh,  and  was  indoftrioufly  circulated  in  this 
country,  I  have  not  feen  it,  and  therefore  am  not  qualified  to  rea- 
fon upon  it. — But  allowing  the  fentiments  of  the  Direftory,  on  the 
fubje6t  of  peace,  to  be  as  wild,  fanciful,  and  extravagant  as  U  is 
poffible  for  them  to  be,  that  is  no  reafon  why  thefe  fentiments  ought 
to  deter  us  from  .offering  terms  of  peacp.     The  time  in  which  wc 
live,  is  a  time  in  which  Government  muft  pay  fomc  attention  to 
the  opinion,  to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  whom  they  arc  appoint- 
ed to  govern.     Were  a  difpofition  for  peace,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  difcovered  to  the  people  of  England,  it^wpulddiffufe 
general  happinefs  over  the  kir^dom  -,  and  if  it  w^  made  known  ^o 
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Ftttiiee,  i  iftn ^Mititicbd  d»t  bet  oonceflioiis  woald  beas ^mpleai 
ytrt  Goald  wifli.     As  to  ihe  pDpgbr  opinbn  in  this  councry,  It  has 
for  fome  time  been  evidently  againft  die  war  ;  and  I  fay  it  to  the 
credit  of  Mintftcrs,  d\at  thqr  have  factifioed  fomething  to  the  Con- 
tttution  of  the  country,  in  permitting  the  opinion  of  the  people  tt^ 
iped&ng  the  war,  to  have  fome  weight  in  regulating  thdr  condu£^. 
If  the  demands  of  France  9Xt  exorbitant,  let  Xis  meet  them  with 
seiJGMUble  overturea  on  our  part,  and  moderation  will  have  a  greater 
ofleA  than  the  moft  ftrentious  refiflanoe,  in  relaxing  their  eicertions. 
I  knowrsafon  has  too  litde  to  do  in  the 'Government  of  rt)t  world,- 
ffid  thift  jufiioe  and  moderation  muft  often  yield  to  power  and  law- 
Idft  might.     TUs  has  been  unhappily  exem{dified  in  the  faite  of 
Poland.     Still,  however,  it  is  no  lig^t  matter  in  national  as  well 
as  private  concerns  to  have  realbn  on  ourlide.     I  know  I  havie  been 
femctimes  thoa^t  abfurd,  when  I  aigaed,  tliat  honour  was'tha 
inlj  juft  caafe  of  war ;  but  I  Aill  believe,  and  there  has  been 
AdtlMhg  in  late  eVonts  to  contradtA  the  opinion,  that  itafon  and 
juftfce  in  any  caufe  are  the  moft  powerftil  allies.     If  this  be  tha 
cttfe,  let  us  manifeft  to  France,  to  Europe,  and>  to  the  world,  a 
^irit  of  moderation ;  and  let  us  this  night  addrefs  His  Majefty  to 
tomnicnce  a  n<^ociation  with  the  RepuUic  of  France.     I  fay  the 
Republic  of  France  ;  for  there  is  more  in  names  than  one  would 
Ibftieitimes  be  apt  to  imagine.     At  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  nego* 
mtion  was  injured,  by  employing  an  ambaflador  in  the  intereft  cf 
the  iPfetender,  and  why  the  Count  d'Attois  (hoirid  now  be  fo  much 
-countenanced  by  Government,  I  am  at  a  lo(s  to  conceive.     Bot  let 
us  come  to  the  point.   Minifters  lay  this  is  all  very  good,  if  you  let 
us  do  it ;  but  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fuggeft  it«  it  is  very  wrong. 
Do  (hey  thinic,  however,  that  there  is  a  CaUnct  in  Europe,  or 
'even  that  ^ere  is  any  man  who  reads  a  newfpaper,  who  believes, 
that  if  the  modonof  my  honourable  friend  were  to  be  carried  this 
evening,  that  it  was  forced  upon  adminiftration  ? — nay,   would  he 
tiot  mther  think  (if  in  decency  I  may  be  allowed  to  hy  fo)  that 
Minifters  had  made  the  Houfe  of  Commons  adopt  the  motion  i 
Allowing  the  honourable  gentleman  all  the  confidence  which  he  can 
defire,  as  much  even  as  his  honourable  friend  befide  him,  (Mr. 
Dtmdas)  repofes  in  him,  nothing  <^uld  tend  more  vq  evince  the 
eonfidenllce  of  the  Houfe  in  Adminiftration  than  the  motion  that  has 
been  made  this  evening.     Even  if  it  be  the  etiquette  of  the  MiniC- 
tinv  that  all  declarations  of  this  nature  (hall  originate  in  the  Crown, 
an  etiquette  which  I  do  not  underftand,  I  would  not  put  a  deda- 
ffation  of  the  Crown  in  comparifon,  in  point  of  authenticity,  with 
that  whkh  the  prefenr  motk>n,  If  carried,  would  convey.     I*et  hiai 
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liX!oIle€t  thtt  every  moment  «sf  delay  is  n  mmneiit  of  dangdr^  wA 
therefore  let  him  not  procftftintfte  in  fnaUng  the  4]ecltFation«'    He 
may  perhaps  have  intendod  the  fpeech  of  this  cveiung  to  (brrefhc 
purpoTe  of  t  declaration  ;  but  he  camncx  butknow  <iie  wide  and  uft- 
meafurahte  difference  between  a  fpeeeh  whifch  may  •dr  may  4ioc  gp 
abroad  in  an  accuntte  manner,  and  a  reiUsKkm  infinted  in  tba 
imKites  of  the  Hotrfb  iff  Commons.     I  ihall  fiot  lay  one  word  <3ii 
the  ncladve  fiitaatidn  of  this  oountry.     I  am  tiot  «ne  of  «hbfe  «riio 
are  fndffted  t6  thinlk  de^ponAoMtly  oiP  the  fiaaation  of  the  counity* 
But  if  any  thing  could  make  mc  dofpond,  it  would  -be  thatffMdei 
ef  veafeningy  v<hen  jrfter  being  told  of  the  iCKMafed  national  dcht^ 
the  load  of 'tBKesy  -anA-lhefaMTefcient  ifttfety  emailed  opon  the|«o* 
pic,  I  am  defired  to  l(x^  for  ^lemfart  t^o'tfac  ruined 'financos  idf 
France,  which  ofe^qwckly  hurryh^  vhsit  -power  to  the  preci|Mae  of 
deftrudlion  \  fo  that  in  proportimt  as  the  enemy  retreats  from  the 
common  abyfs  which  would  fwaHow  us  bdth,  we  are  encouraged  to 
be  under  no  apprchcnfitmibr  our  own  fafcty.  Even  fuppofing  France 
to  come  and  bow  at  oniir  feet,  fufipofing  that  Louis  the  eighteenth 
were  to  be  proclaimed  jightful  heir  of  the  Crown,  and  fuppofing 
that  (he  were  tamely  to  furrender  all  the  conqudh  (he  has  made,  it 
would  be  no  reconnj)ence  for  ^  lofs  that  we  have  already  fuftaibed. 
According  to  the  ftatemcnt  of  the  honourable  gentlemani  the  tetrU 
torial  rental  of  the  kingdom  does  not  exceed  twenty-five  millions 
annually.     The  taxes^  if  they  turn  out  as^mdudlive  as  they  iiave 
been  eiHmated,  will  amount  to  twenty  one  millions,*  whicih  widi 
the  poor  rates,  will  make  a  fum  equal  to  the  whole  landed  rentad* 
Now,  though  I  am  not  one  dfthofe,  who  with  a  late  petitioner^ 
(Sir  Francis  Blake)  think  t!hat  land  pays  all  the  taxes,  I  think  the 
weight  of  them  lies  i^n  the  land,  which  cannot  exlft  very  <eafily 
under  a  burden  of  twenty  (hillings  in  the  potmd.     I  am  told  that 
things  are  worfe  in  Franoe ;  but  will  any  man  be  bold  enough  net 
to  wi(h  for  peace,  bccacrfe  the  finances  of  France  may  be  in  a  ftitc 
fiill  more  deranged  than  ours  ?     Rather  than  continue  the  war  for 
another  campaign,  Independent  of  the  moral  rcafons  againil  its  pro- 
longation,-1  would  not  trnquitienably  give  up  our  honour,- not  dig* 
nity  or  our  liberty,  which,  tin  I  die,  I  truft  I  (hall  never  fail  to 
a(rert ;  but  I  would  give  up  aU  queflions  of  etiquette  and  accomnxK 
dation,  and  in  faA  every  thing  (hort  of  what  mod  nearly  concerns 
our  charadet.     Let  it  not  be  underitood   that  I  wi(h  for  a  dif- 
honourable  pea<5e,  or  peace  on  any  other  tettnaf  than  thofe  whidi 
are  fuitable  to  the  intcrefts,  and  confident  with  the  dignity  of  the 
country  ;  but  I  am  fanguine  enough  to  think,  that  even  now  tfus 
oountry  may  have  fair  and  honourable  terms  of  pe^e«  '  The  Go- 
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fcffnors  of  France  dare  not  refufe  aiqr  reaibrable  terms  which  wi^ 
may  offer ;  if  tbey  do,  ochecs  will  foon  be  appointed  in  their  place, 
Who  will  dare  to  accept  of  them,  when  peace  (ball  be  propofed.  I 
hope  and  truA  however,  that  it  will  not  be  propofed  on  the  dividii^ 
ffRtsOf  and  that  this  country  will  never  give  its  fanAion  to 
any  fuch  traniadion  as  the  infamous  partition  of  Poland.  Dear- 
lyai  I  love  peace,  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox,  and  anxioufly  as  I  wifb 
Sot  it,  that  fuch  a  peace  may  never  prevail,  I  moft  heartily  pray. 
I  hope,  when  peace  (hall  anive,  that  the  intcrdb  of  htuaantty  as 
w^l  as  of  Kings,  and  that  of  every  particular  flate  will  be  confulted, 
aqd  that  tranquillity  will  be  re-eAabli(hed  on  the  broad  bafis  of 
juflice,  in  anfwer  to  the  prayers  of  mankind,  who  are  now  fati* 
'0ied  with  war,  (laughter,  and  devaihtion. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Grey's  motion. 

Noes         —  189 

Ayes         —  50      / 

Majority,  139 

List  of  the  minority. 


Antoxucy  W.Lee 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bsirclay,  George,  Efq. 
BftriBgiJohn,  Efq, 
Souveric,  Hon.  Edward,  Efq 
Souvcrie,  W-  Efq« 
Burch,  J.  R.  Efq. 
Church,  T.  R.  Efq. 
Gierke,  Jerv.  Efq. 
.CelboUn,  William,  Efq. 
Coke,  T.  W.  Efq. 
Courtct^ay,  John,  Efq. 
Crefpignv,  T.  C. 
Crewe,  John,  Efq. 
Curwen^  J.  C.  Efq. 
Fitzpatrick,  Gen. 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Francift,  Philip,   Efq. 
Halhcd,  N.  B.  Efq. 
Harcourt,  John,  Efq. 
Hare,  Jaiiips,  Efq. 
Honeywood,  Francis,  Efq. 
♦Huffey,  \^'iUiam,  Efq. 
.Jekyll,  Jofeph,  gfq. 
Kcmpc,  Thomas,  ILic^* 

Grey,  Charles,  Efq. 


Knight,  R.  P. 
Langfton,  John,  Efa. 
Lechmere,  Edward,  Efq. 
Long,  S.  Efq. 
M'Leod,  General 
Milner,  Sir  William 
North,  Dudley,  Efq, 
Peirfc,  Henry,  Efo. 
Plumcr,  William,  ^^fq. 
Rawdon,  Hod.  John 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Rogers,  Sir  F.  W. 
RuiTell,  Lord  William 
RuiTell,  Lord  John 
Sheridan^  Kl  B.  Efq. 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Smith,  General 
Smith,  William,  Efq. 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Tarleton,  General  . 
Vyncr,  Robert 
Vyncr,  Robert, jun.    ' 
Walwyn,  James,  £fq» 
Wettcrn,  C.C.  Efq. 
Wilbrahara,  R.  Efq. 

TELLEKS. 

Whiibread,  Samuel,  jun.  Efq^, 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  Mr.  Whitbrcad  having  been  unable  ta^ 
attend  the  Houfe  this  day,  had  been  prevented  from  itiaking  his 
pcomifed  motion  for  the  repeal  of  thp  ftatute  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
relative  to  the  wages  of  labourers^  but  that  fomc  day  next  week  he 
intended  to  bring  forward  the  fubjcd. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  purfuance  of  the  ideas  he 
had  thrown  out  on  a  late  day,. he  would  on  this  day  fortnight  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reform  and  amend  the  poor  laws. 

Mr.  COKE  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a,  bill  to  alter  the  Game 
Laws,  which  he  reprefented  as  very  defedive  and  injurious  to  the 
proprietors  of  land,  the  com  frequently  not  being  off  the  foil  iq  the 
county  of  Norfolk  fo  early  as  the  i  ft  of  September. 

Mr.  CURWEN  fcconded  the  motion,  and  generally  obferved^ 
that  the  game  laws  were  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution, 
without  tending  to  the  prcfervation  of  the  game.  He  faid,  that  he 
intended  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 

» 

ftatutcs  on  this  fubjedt,  except  that  'which  impofcs  a  duty  of  thitje 
guineas  for  a  licence  to  kill  game,  which  he  believed  was  of  itfelf 
fufficient  for  it^  prefervation. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  game  laws  were; 
inimical  to  the  principles  of,  and  a  difgrace  t(f  the  Conftitution«, 
He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  every  man  had  a  right  to  the  gan«: 
upon,  his  own  property,  however  fmall  that  property  might  be.  He 
remarked,  that,  notwithftanding  the  exifting  laws,  game  was  now 
brought  to  market,  and  fold  at  fuch  a  high  price  as  greatly  en* 
courage  the  dangerous  pra6lice  of  poaching.  Poachers  were  now 
become  fo  daring,,  that  they  affemble  in  gangs,  and  by  their  num-i 
bers  bid  defiance  to  oppolition,  whilft  they  run  every  rifle  in  the  pur-i 
fuit  of  game,  and  the  violation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  GREY  alked  the  Secretary  at  War,  whether  the  accounts 
of  the  army  extraordinaries  were  yet  ready  ? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  anfwered,  that  thqy  had  not 
yet  been  made  out  at  the  War-office,  and  could  not  fay  precifely 
when  they  would  be  produced. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  there  was  an  adl  of  Parliament  which 
direScd  fuch  accounts  to  be  produced  annually,  and  it  certainly 
was  the  fpirit  of  it  to  prevent  any  delay  in  prefenting  the  details. 
He  afked  this  queftion  in  contemplation  of  a  motion  he  now  g^ve 
notice  that  he  intended  to  make  on  Monday  next,  if  that  day  was 
not  occupied.  In  confequcncs  of  the  fate  of  his  motion  laft  night, 
he  entertained  very  little  hope  of  die  fpccdy  conclufion  of  a  peace, 
and  he  therefore  thought  it  neceffary  to  call  the  public  attention  to 
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Aeur^raleled  expenoe  in«  and  to  ende^n^r  Ui  afcertain  the  extent 
of  the  funis  that  had  been  already  expended.  He  would  therefime 
move  on  Monday  next  for  an  inquiry  into  the  general  ftate  of  the 
country,  and  particularly  the  expences  which  the  war  had  occafioned^ 

TheHoufe  tefelvcd  ittdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hode 
6n  dk  high  price  of  corn. 

Mr-  LECHMERE  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  regretted  that  the  ae- 
tendanw;,  of  the  Houfe  was  fa  thin,  when  he  was  to  call  their  at- 
tention to  a  fubjc6l  of  fuch  magnitude.  Ncverthclcfs,  his  zeal  was 
^ually  ilrong,  and  his  intentions  equally  benevolent.  In  confider- 
ing  the  alarming  fcarcity  which  prevailed,  the  firft  point  was,  to 
afcertain  the  caufe  of  the  calamity.  By  the  inquires  he  had  made, 
and  the  information  which,  by  the  aflidance  of  his  friends,  he  had 
been  able  to  procure,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  diCcovercd  the 
fource  of  the  evil.  The  queftion  Hrd  was,  is  there  an  aftual  fcar- 
city, and  to  what  caufes  was  it  to  be  attributed  ?  He  was  con- 
vinced, that  in  reality  the  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  grain  in  the 
country  was  not  fo  great,  and  that  the  evil  originated  in  the  pradice 
of  confolidating  into  large  farms,  the  land  which  had  formerly  been 
divided  among  a  variety  of  renters.  JBy  thcfe  means  the  great 
farmers  were  enabled  to  engrofs  lai^e  quantities  of  grain,  and  to 
keep  up  its  price,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  the  poor  and  of  the  public* 
Monopolies  of  every  defcription  he  reprobated  ;  but  in  this  particu- 
lar cafe,  they  were  the  caufes  of  all  the  fcarcity  that  was  felt.  Info 
thin  a  houfe,  he  would  not  offer  the  motion  he  meant  to  introduce  9 
but  on  fome  future  day  he  pledged  Mmfclf  to  bring  it  forward.  The 
diftreffes  of  the  poor -were  in  many  places  deplorable ;  but  they  oould 
not  be  made  known  ia  quarters  from  which  they  would  derive  re- 
lief. The  voice  of  diftrefs  that  echoed  through  the  valley  was  not 
heard  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain ;  fo  the  diftreffes  of  his  fubjefts 
often  could  not  afcend  to  the  car  of  His  Majefty,  though  his  bene- 
volence would  be  eager  to  relieve  them ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  their 
reprefentatives  to  make  their  grievances  known.-^The  unparaleled 
diftreffes  of  the  countiy  demanded  their  ferious  conlideration.  Now 
be  would  only  fay  that  he  believed  monopolies,  and  efpecially  that 
which  he  had  mentioned,  produced  all  the  miferlcs  of  fcarcity, 
while  no  famine  actually  exifted.  This  was  a  fubjed  in  which  be 
lAras  deeply  interefted.  Should  he  fucceed  in  being  able,  with  the 
affiftance  of  his  friends,  in  whofe  abilities  he  had  the  utmoft  con- 
fidence, to  produce  fome  plan  for  the  efFeftual  remedy  of  the  grie- 
vances, and  of  the  miferies  of  the  poor,  that  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Houfe,  he  would  account  it  the  happieft  day  of  his  life.  If 
lie  was  unfuccefsf ul,  he  would  confole  himfelf  with  the  worthinefs 
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ofthcobjea,  and  with. the  redlitiide  of  his  intentions,  and  fay 
magrtus  excidtt  aufts.  He  concluded  with  moving  his  lefolution, 
which  was,  **That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  fliould  be  diredl- 
cd  to  move  the  Houfc  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
letting  of  land,  and  to  prevent  its  confolidation  into  large  farms.'* 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  he  felt  himfelf  happy  when  he  hearcf 
the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  he  did  not  mean  now  to  preft 
his  refolution  on  the  Committee,  and  was  convinced  that  no  meafure 
could  be  fraugh't  with  more  mifchievous  confequences  than  that  now 
brought  forward.  It  was  always  fafcft  to  allow  fuch  matters  to  be 
fixed  without  legiflative  interference,  and  he  hoped  the  fentiments 
of  the  Houfeon  a  late  occafion,  would  fliew  every  gentleman  how 
hoftile  they  were  to  any  fuch  regulations  as  the  prefent. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  was  an  enemy  to  Agrarian  laws 

There  was  an  old  law  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  which  fays, 
that  no  man  (hall  have  more  than  two  farms ;  but  an  adherence, to 
this  law  was  found  to  be  impoflible. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  the  confolidation  of  fmall  farms 
was  certainly  an  evil,  and  well  worthy  of  confidcration :  his  idea 
of  ir^ternal  oeconomy  was,  that  things  fhould  be  left  to  find  their 
own  level,  and  that  this  would  be  preferable  to  any  interference  of 
the  Icgiflature.  Perhaps  fome  regulations  refpeSing  the  agricultural 
fyftem  might  be  proper,  but  he  thought  the  motion  before  the  Houfe 
went  to  fubvert  the  prefent  mode,  of  allowing  gentlemen  to  let  and 
do  widi  their  eftates  as  they  plcafed— They  ought,  therefore,  to 
paufc  and  confidcr  well,  whcdicr  it  was  advifeable  tocooferit  to  fuch 
a  motion  ? 

Mr.  LECHMERE  could  not  conceive  how  his  propofitions 
could  be  dangerous,  as  they  only  went  to  remedy  the  fqarcity  of 
grain.  It  was  evident  that  the  overgrown  and  opulent  &rmer¥ 
could  not  cultivate  their  extehfive  poflcffions  widi  that  minute  atten- 
tion  and  induftry  which  the  fituation  of  the  fmall  fkrmer  required. 
The  pvergrown  fanner  was  enabled  to  keep  back  his  grain  to  ad- 
vance  the  price ;  the  neceflity  of  paying  his  wnt,  and  carrying  on 
his  labour,  required  the  odier  to  come  to  market  with  his  produce. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  legiflature  to  interfere,  and  prevent  this  enor- 
mous abufe,  at  once  fo  opprcfllvc  to  the  poor,  and  fo  injurious  to 
the  public.  He  would  even' prove  that  grain  was  exported  from 
this  country,  rather  than  bring  it  to  market  at  a  price  below  what 
the  monopolift  demanded.  While  the  abqfc  he  complained  of  fab* 
fifted,  what  firequently  happened  would  continue,  that  the  great 
fanner  would  revel  in  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs,  and  the  fmall  one 
fttrve  ^ith  his  family  in  a  cottage.     The  confolidadon  of  farms 
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tended  to  depopulate  the  country,  whUc  it  dimifuflied  the  quantity 
of  provifions.  He  would  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  evils  of  the 
'  Deferted  Village^  it  had  already  been  done  by  an  abler  hand ;  they 
would  find  in  the  poem  of  that  title,  written  by  Dr.  Goldfmith,  a 
picture  which  was  realized  by  the  gloon^  profped  which  many  ports 
^of  the  kingdom  prefented.  It  had  been  laid  by  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  whofe  benevolence  was  as  far  above  pane- 
gyric; as  his  talents  foarcd  above  all  competition,  that  it  would  be 
unjuil  to  deprive  a  man  of  the  power  of  letting  his  land  as  he  thou^t 
proper ;  but  he  would  maintain,  that  no  man  was  entitled  to  do  far 
his  own  private  advant^e  what  was  prejudicial  to  the  interefl  of  the 
community.  He  declared,  he  had  received  letters,  which  flated, 
that  in  the  county  of  Hants,  four  farmers  now  occupied  farms,  which, 
thirty  years  ago,  fupported  twenty-nine  families.  Should  not  fonK 
method  then  be  taken  to  prevent  this  evil,  and  was  it  not  a  fit  fub- 
jedt  for  the  confideration  of  the  Leg^flature  ?  He  declared,  dnt  lb 
far  from  wilbing  to  prop^fe  any  thing  calcvlated  to  introduce  difcord 
and  anarchy^  his  objet^  was  to  relieve  the  poor ;  no  man  was  £sir- 
ther  from  the  inclination  to  excite  difcontent  or  prcmiote  confuficm. 
He  wilhed  to  improve  the  fituation  of  the  poor  artificer,  the  poor  la* 
*  bourer,  and  the  poor  hulbandman  in  every  part  of  his  conduct,  and 
in  every  ^meafure  which,  in  his  public  duty,  he  fupported.  He 
was  anxious  that  mifery  and  opprefTion  Ihould  be  banilhed,  and  that 
the  pocM'eft  man  might  be  able  to  fay,  ''  I  am  an  Englilhman,  I 
feel  the  advantages  of  my  lituation,  and  enjoy  the  bleifings  that  are 
annexed  to  that  chara^er.  I  am  fenfible  of  the  advantages  which 
I  derive  from  the  foftering  care  of  the  Legillature,  which  takes  care 
to  provide  for  my  neceflities  and  enjoyments.'* 

Mr.  LECHMERE  propofed  to  withdraw  his  motion;  but  <mi  a 
diviiion  being  called  for, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  counted ;  when  not 
fufiicient  Members  being  prcfent  to  compofe  a  Houfe,  the  Speaker 
adjourned. 

Wednejdexy^   l^th  February. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  brougnt  up  the  bill,  empowering 
the  proprietors  of  the  Million  Bank  to  dilTolve  the  fociety  and  di- 
vide the  fund,  which  was  read  a  firft  time. 

The  bill  for  amending  the  game  laws,  and  regulating  the  time 
for  Ihoodng  game,  was  read  a  firft  time. 

The  Legacy  Duty  bill  was  committed,  the  refolutions  reported 
and  ord<;rcd  to  be  taken  into  farther  confider^tion  on  Monday  fe'n- 
niglit,  againft  which  time  the  bill  will  be  printed. 
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« 

The  bill  for  ridfing  2>500jOool.  for  tfie  fervice  of  die  enfuidg 
year,  wtis  read  a  fecond  time. 

Accounts  brought  up  from  the  Stamp-Office,  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table.—- Adjourned. 

Thurjdajy    l%th  Fehruary. 

Mr.  MANNING  inoved,  that  the  bill  for  cftablilhing  wet  docks 
at  Wapping  be  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  PLOMER  wiftied  to  be  informed  when  die  honourable 
Member  meant  to  move  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bilU  and 
hc^d  that  he  would  not  precipitate  a  meafure  of  fueh  confequenoe 
through  die  Houfe. 

Mr.  MANNING  ^d,  it  was  not  his  intcntbn  to  move  the 
fecond  reading  at  too  early  a  day,  being  defirous  to  give  thofe  who 
intended  to  petition  againft  the  bill  as  much  time  to  petition  as  pof* 
fible.     The  bill  was  then  read  a  firfl:  time. 

The  bill  for  the  proteAion  of  game  was  read  a  fecond  time  \  oh 
the  queffion  being  put,  that  it  be  committed. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  gave  notice  that  he  would  move 
a  claufe  for  the  benefit  of  fportfmen,  to  the  effect  that  the  (hooting 
feafon  (hould  not  commence  antil  the  1 5  th  of  Septendjer. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enforce 
the  attendance  of  Members,  on  thofe  days  appointed  to  eledl  Com- 
mittees to  try  the  merits  of  controverted  eledbns*  He  faid,  before 
he  proceeded  fiirthcr  in  the  bufincfs,  he  defircd  to  have  it  undct* 
ftood,  that  his  bill  meant  nothing  more  than  the  explanation  of  an 
aft,  known  by  the  name  of  Grenvillc's  A£l.  That  meafur^,  by 
experience,  had  exeited  the  fuffrage  of  a  large  majority  in  that 
Houfe,  and  had  fince  converted  thofe  who  oppofed  it  when  firft 
brought  forward.  But  as  no  human  inftitution  was  pcrfcft,  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  a  bill  to  amend  that  excellent  itiftitution 
from  which  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  had  derived  fo  much  benefit. 
It  was  the  objeft  of  an  honourable  Member  laft  year  to  propofe, 
and  he  did  propofe,  a  bill  to  remedy  this  defeft,  and  he  was  fony 
that  that  bill  did  not  receive  the  fanftion  of  the  Houfe,  fince  there 
were  many  ufeful  claufes  in  that  bill,  though  there  were  oihers^ob- 
jedionable,  upon  which  account  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  icjededy 
and  die  honourable  gendeman  had  dropped  the  intention  of  purfuing 
it.  The  firft  provifion  of  that  bill  was  now  propofed  to  be  renewed 
in  this,  becaufe  fo  far  the  bill  had  made  fome  progrefs,  dial  all 
had  concurred  with  that  provifion.  The  objeft  of  it  was  not  to 
introduce  an  innovation  upon  the  eftad>liihed  forms  of  the  Houfe, 
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but  rather  to  refiore  the  original  intention  of  thofe  forms  by  enforc- 
ing an  attendance  of  Members  on  thefe  cafes,  and  allowing  the 
Houfe,'  as  upon  other  cafe^,  the  power  of  doing  fo  by  a  general 
call.  In  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  the  Houfe  was  not  provided  with 
the  power  and  authority  of  making  a  general  call  as  in  other  cafes, 
and  thus  if  one  hundred  Members  were  not  prefent,  or  forty-nine 
qualified  Members,  no  other  buiinefs  could  be .  tranfa£ted ;  and 
while  the  formation  of  the  Committee  itfclf  was  protraded  de  die 
in  diem,  other  public  bufinefs  alfo  was  podponed  and  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed. By  this  bill,  therefore,  that  inconvenience  would  be  re- 
moved, the  Speaker  and  other  officers  would  no  longer  be  compelled 
unneceiTarily  to  attend,  nor  would  the  expence  and  trouble  of  re- . 
taining  witnefTes  be  (b  extravagantly  incurred,  for  if  a  fufficient 
number  of  Members  did  not  attend,  the  Houfe  would  be  at  liberty 
to  enforce  a  call  of  the  Houfe  as  in  other  cafes.  He  (hould  alfo 
infert  a  claufe  tp  give  a  difcrctionary  power  of  adjourning  over  for 
a  certain  number  of  days ;  his  idea  was  for  three  days,  as  might  be 
requifite,  from  Friday  to  Monday,  fince,  excepting  very  urgent 
occafions,  it  had  been  a  rule  of  the  Houfe  for  near  a  century  paft 
to  do  no  bufinefs  on  a  Saturday.  Upon  thcfe  grounds  he  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  an  a£t  pafled  fn  the 
reign  of  George  III.  for  the  more  efFe£tual  dying  the  merits  of  con- 
troverted eledKons,  &c. 

Mr.  POW YS  faid,  that  as  he  laft  year  feconded  a  motion  of  a 
fimilar  tendency,  he  would  alfo  moft  cordially  fecond  the  prefent 
motion,  and  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman  who  made  it  would  not 
permit  any  obflacle  to  damp  his  perfeverance,  and  that  he  would 
engraft  no  foreign  matter  on  it,  that  could  endanger  the  fuccefs  of 
his  main  obje6)r. 

Mr.  CURWEN,  in  confcquence  of  the  intimation  he  had 
given  on  a  former  day,  of  appointing  the  earlieft  day  to  move  for  a 
total  repeal  of  all  the  game  laws,  excepting  the  three  guinea  licence, 
named  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  GREY  having  been  ignorant  that  Monday  next  was  ap- 
pointed for  taking  into  confideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  loan,  when  he  gave  notice  of  moving  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  extravagant  and  unexampled  expenditure  of  money  for  fervices 
in  the  prefent  war,  begged  leave  to  defer  that  motion  in  confcquence 
to  the  Monday  following.  At  the  fame  time,  he  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  aiking  an  honourable  gentleman  opppfite,  (Mr.  Long,) 
whether  there  was  any  objection  to  the  printing  of  the  paper  deli- 
vered to  the  Houfe  on  the  loth  of  November  laft,  containing  the 
account  of  Uie  additional  public  debts  from  1787?     He  defired  alfo 
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to  know, '  ivhen  it  would  be  likely  to  have  the  account  of  the  appro- 
priation of  grants  jUid  before  the  Houfe  ? 

Mr.  LONG  anfwered,  that  the  account  of  the  appropriation  of 
the  grants  might  be  expe£ted  Very  foon,  and  there  was  no  obje£Kon 
to  the  printing  of  the  other  paper. 

The  account  of  the  additional  public  debts  from  the  year  17871' 
was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  prefaced  his  intended  motion  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  when  ibme  perfons  confideied  how  often  it  had  happened, 
to  be  his  lot  to  bring  the  prefent  fubje<ft  into  difcuffion^  how  often 
he  had  been  bafHed  in  the  attainnient  of  that  objedl  he  was  now  about 
to  renew,  and  when  they  confidered  the  numberlefs  vexations^ 
contradictions,  and  difappointments  he  had  encounteredt  they  might 
wonder,  at  his  perfeverance.  Poflltbly  there  might  be  fome  perfonk 
thoi^h,  who  would  afcribe  it  to  obiUnacy,  or  a  deiire  of  obtaining 
popularity,  while  others  might  afcribe  it  to  the  (hame  of  reccdii^ 
from  engagements  which  be  mi^ht  have  too  haftily  made.  How- 
ever, if  any  fuch  there  were  who  might  have  indulged  hopes  from 
thofevexations  and  difappointments,  and  the  long  filenee  which  had 
intervened,  that  he  would  be  induced  to  abandon  an  obje;^  which 
was  dear  to  him  as  a  man,-  and  as  the  advocate  of  humanity,  they 
would  find  themfelves  much  mifbken.  He  trufted  heihould  no 
longer  hear,  that  he  had  taken  up  this  bufinefs  on  light  or  trivial 
grounds,  or  from  temporary  feeling ;  he  folemnly  declared  he  war 
a<9uated  by  no  fuch  motive,  he  had  revolved  the  bulinels  ferioufly 
and  deliberately  in. his  mind,  he  was  influenced  alone  by  the  calls 
of  humanity,  and  what  he  conceived  due  to  every  thing  facred  in 
religion,  and  confident  with  focial  order— >fuch  alone  were  hb  mo« 
tives,  and  by  fuch  was  he  influenced,  to  prefs  die  abolition  of  the 
flave  trade  on  the  Houfe.  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  confider  th^t  the 
prefent  call  on  their  fupport  differed  from  all  others,  for  many  mea- 
fures-  might  incur  delay  without  inconvenience,  but  the  motion 
which  he  would  fubmit  this  night  to  the  Houfe,  called  aloid  for 
immediate  adoption.  The  prefent.  queftion  differed  fo  &r  from- 
meafures  of  common  policy,  that  the  latter  might,  in  ia  certain  do* 
grce,  without  injury,  require  time  and  deliberation,  and  might  bo 
fufpended  without  any  material  injury.  But  it  was  notfo  here. 
Here  the  mifchiefs  and  the  mifcry  were  ftill  going  on,  and  every 
year  of  fufpenfion  added  frefh  guilt  to  the  mother  country,  and 
frefli  calamities  to  the  colonies.  Thus  far  it  might  be  evident  that 
he  did  not  purfue  this  meafure  with  an  obftinate  pertiiucity,  but 
that  he  was  directed  to  it  by  every  religious  and  moral  fentimcnt 
th;at  could  influence  or  agitate  the  mind  of  man. 
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If  he  was  inadUve  on  the  occafion,  he  fliould  accufe  himfelf  of 
guilt ;  and  who  would  be  bold  enough  to  anfwer  for  delay,  in  ufg. 
ing  9  propofition  fo  neoeflary,  in  his  mmd,  to  the  fidvation  of  Ac 
iflands,  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  honour  of  human  nature  ? 
The  praaice  of  importing  (lavas  was  repi^nant  to  tbt  feelings  of 
human  >nanire,  and  di%raceful  Co  our  civilized  country.  .  ITicrc 
was  fomething  peculiar  alfo  at  the  prcfcnt  time  to  uigchim  to  a  re- 
petition  of  1iis  effi>rts,  provided  he  had  been  lefs  indtned  Aan  for- 
mcrly  to  do  fo.  He  muft  remind  the  Houfe,  that  after  repeated, 
fcrious  and  deliberate  difcuflion.  Parliament  had  folemnly  come  to 
a  vote  ibur  years  ago,  to  abdifh  diis  odious  and  abominable  traffic 
on  thefeil  of  January,  1 796.  But  as  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
cwd  ngularly,  he  would  call  on  the  Clerk  to  read  the  journals. 
[The  vote  of  the  Houfe  being  read  from  the  journals,]  Mr.  Will 
berforcc  proceeded  :  he  obferve^  four  years  had  elapfed  fiom  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  paffing  that  vote,  and  now  Aat  their  refolution 
(hould  be  carried  into  efica,  their  decifion.  This  decifion,  he  &id 
was  the  refuk  of  mature  deliberation.  ' 

After  the  many  diflcuffions  which  die  fubjefl  had  already  under- 
gonci  h^avoided  the  repetition  of  his  forme/  arguments  however 
iKceffary  it  might  be  for  the  information  of  thofe  pcrfons  who  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  hearing  them,  for  it  would  occupy  fo  mueh 
rime  to  attempt  to  convince  thofe  who  came  with  iiny  prcdctermina- 
tten  agalnft  the  meaCire,  while  to  every  other  pcrfon  it  would  be 
Aipcrfluous  and  unneceflary.  He  was  conftraincd  to  remark  though, 
that  notwi*ftan(fing  the  difference  of  opinion  upon  former  occafions' 
nefpcaing  the  time  when  it  fliould  be  aboliftied,  and  the  propriety' 
or  danger  of  the  abolition,  a  laige  majority  agreed  ti^at  it  ought  to 
be  gradually  aboliflied.  All  the  perfons  in  tiiat  majority  alfo  brand- 
cd  it  with  approbrious  epithets,  as  difgraceftil  to  a  free  and  liberal 
nation,  repugnant  to  its  intercfts,  and  difcordant  M-ith  its  morals 
and  religion.  This  was  the  ground  on  which  he  Hood,  mi  from 
\rtiich  he  never  could  dcfcend.  The  heart  fickcns  at  the  contem- 
plation of  the  mifercs  in  Africa,  which  this  inhuman  traffic  has  oc- 
cttfioned,  while  the  mind  wonders  how  it  ever  could  cxift.  Yet 
we  are  fiill  going  forward,  and  (till  likely  to  go  forward,  harden- 
i^  in  infenfibility,  and  making  a  mockery  of  every  duty  which  wc 
preach  to  others.  There  was  one  topic,  however,  which  he  would 
prefs  with  more  urgency,  becaufe  it  was  a  pradical  demonftration  of 
the  thcontical  opinions  which  he  formcrlv  advanced.  Every  one 
muft  fee  that  he  alluded  to  the  ftate  of  the  Weft  Indies  at  the  pre- 
^ci\t  moment.     Laft  year  he  predifted  thefe  misfortunes,  and  tx- 

ted  tlic  Houfe  no  longer  to  delay  an  event  which  it  was  no  lefs 
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poUtically  than  morally  nght  to  haAen*  But  now  he  ppxxflaimed 
aloud  that  it  ought  not  to  be  delayed  one,  moment*  Perhaps  there 
might  be  fome  perfons  prefent  who  did  not  know  that  in  confer 
qgenoe  of  this  delay  on  our  part,  and  the  paflingof  a  decree  by  the 
French,  ih  the  latter  end  of  1794,  which  liberated  all  the  flaves^ 
we  had  loft  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lucie,  &c.  while  the  infurredion 
of  the  blacks  in  Granada  might  be  attributed  to  the  fame  caufb* 
What  other  iflue  could  be  expeded  ?  Was  it^not  natural  that, 
f4;narting  from  the  memory  of  recent  wrongs,  and  anxious  to  re- 
coV^r  that  liberty  which  he  fo  lately  loft,  every  new*imported  flavc 
(hould^ifUip^fiis  arm  in  rebellion  and  ftrike  at  his  oppreiTor  ?  What 
are  we  doing  then  ?  By  every  inftance  of  delay,  we  increafe  our 
enemies,  ahd  every  year,  every  month,  nay  evciy  week,  we  lend 
additional  aid  to  the  force  that  muft  deftroy  us.  Will  not  the 
iilands  mufter  thoufands  who  are  ready  to  join  the  caufe  of  thofe, 
who  not  only  preach  but  pradiice  emancipation  ?  What  tie  had  they 
for  attachment  to  the  planters,  when  liberty  was  offered  them  by 
0Ur  neighbours  ?  Let  any  man  a(k  himfelf  how  much  more  like- 
ly were  the  new-imported  (laves  to  be  influenced  by  French  prin- 
ciples than  others,  and  common  fenfe  muft  foon  fupply  the  anfwer. 
Let  gentlemen  confider,  that  no  lefs  than  150,00,0  Haves  were 
imported  during  the  laft  four  years,  and  then  (hudder  at  the  confe- 
quence.  ^  Ltt  genfiemen  look  to  the  ftate  of  St.  Domingo^  and  re-* 
fle£t  on  the  infatuation  of  the  negroes,  and  if  they  are  not  a£luated 
by  feeling  and  humanity,  found  policy  muft  inftrufl  them  to  meet 
his  motion  with  a  fpeedy  and  favour4>Ic  decjfion. 

Thofe  who  were  originally  adverfe  to  the  abolitbn,  he  truftcd 
would  this  evening  give  him  their  fupport ;  for  had  the  inhuman 
trafEc  ceafed  when  he  iirft  became  the  advocate  for  the  unfortunate 
negroes,  he  was  convinced,  that  die  Weft-India  Iilands  would  not 
be  in  that  perilous  (ituation  in  which  they  are  at  prefent.  He 
owned  there  was  another  conftderation,  which  in  his  mind  deferved 
particular  attention :  there  was  one  clafs  of  gentlemen,,  who,  with 
him,  joined  in  oppoiing,  vigorouflvy  anarchy  and  confufion.  Theie 
he  implored  now  to  adt  with  him  in  vindicating  the  infulted  rights 
of  human  nature— to  redrefs  real  licentiou(hefs»  and  adhere.to  the 
caufe  of  rational  liberty*— Thofe  who  agreed  widi  him  on  that  fub- 
je<£l,  who  abhorred  the  deftru(flive  principles  fo  induftrioufly  ptopa^ 
gited,  he  conjured  to  fupport  him  on  the  prefent  occafton,  in  that 
line  of  condud  which  was  confiftent  with  the  chara£ler  of  die  Houfe, 
and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parliament.  Gentlemen  might  be 
habituated  to  look  on  the  miferies  of  thofe  wretched  Africans  with 
indifference,  but  a  moa2ent*s  reflection  (hould  iaftrw^  them  tollften 
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to  their  afflifdons,  and  become  the  advocates  of  oatraiged  humanity. 
Let  gentlemen  for  a  moment  beftow  their  attention  on  a  neighbour- 
ing countiy  promulgating  the  dodlrines  of  anarchy,  renouncing  re- 
ligion,  and  difavowing  future  retribution  for  pail  crimes.  Shall  it 
.be  £iid,  that  thofe  who  fpread  confoiion  through  Europe,  ihall  be 
merciful  alone,  in  that  point  where  we  are  deficient  ?  Shall  it  be 
iaidy  that  they  pour  balm  into  the  wounds  of  the  African,  whom 
we  fcouige  and  torment  i  He  was  convinced,  that  neither  policy 
nor  intereft  juiUfied  any  fuch  meafure  as  the  continuance  of  the 
trade,  if  any  fuch  meafure  was  juftifiable  ;  and  fure  he  was,  there 
was  no  man  bold  enough  to  advance,  that  any  ititereil  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  apology*  for  the  continuance  of  fuch  a  fyftem  of  barbarity  and 
wickednefs.  What  a  contraft  would  future  ages  draw  between  this 
nation,  famed  for  its  religion  and  independance,  and  a  neighbour- 
ing country,,  on  the  fubjed  of  this  night's  debate  i  What  will 
future  hiftorians  fay,  when  they  record  our  invedives  againil  thaf 
country,  for  depriving  their  fellow  creatures  of  liberty  and  life,  riot-* 
ing  amid  fcenes  of  horror  and  devaftation,  trampling  upon  the  rights 
«f  mankind,  and  fcofEng  at  die  woes  they  have  created  ?  What 
will  hoftorians  fay,  but  that  this  nation,  profefling  a  regard  for  re- 
ligion, aflerting  the  rewards  and  punilhments  of  eternal  juftice,  boaft- 
ing  notJonly  of  its  own  liberty,  but  its  benevolence  to  others,  in 
oppqfition  to  its  own,  a£ted  diredly  the  reverie  of  its  dodrines,  and 
encouraged  a  fpecics  of  tyranny  which  included  every  evil  and  every 
crime  i*  What  will  they  think  of  our  pretended  attachment  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  but  that  it  was  the  cant  of  avarice,  of  artifice, 
and  hypocrify  i  Having  faid  thus  much,  he  declined  troubling  the 
Houfe  any  farther.  In  bringing  this  motion  forward,  he  could 
only  fay  that  he  difcharged  his  duty.  He  implored  every  one  who 
might  oppofe  him,  tacbme  forward,  not  with  vague  and  general 
d^larations,  but  clear  itatements  and  matters  of  fad.  He  im- 
plored diem  to  Aate  what  harm  and  impolicy  could  accrue  from  the 
immediate  abolition,  and  he  implored  the  Houfe  no  longer  to  de- 
lay a  verdid,  which  had  already  been  delayed  too  long  for  the 
honour  of  the  country.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  at  a  limited  time,  and  upon 
this  moved  that  the  Houfe  (hould  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
upon  the  faid  motion. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  though  he  always  admired  the 
eloquence  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  though  ht  gave  him 
every  credit  of  his  intentions,  yet  when  he  confidered  the  critical 
fituatio;i  of  the  Weft- India  Iflands,  he  could  neither  fubfcribe  to 
his  dodrines,  nor  agree  to  his  motion.     The  Liverpool  traders,  he 
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affirmed,  fuffered  more  than  any  others  by  the  war,  as  the  African 
coaft  had  been  fwept  by  the.cnemy's  force.  For  the  truth  of  this 
drcumfta nee  he  appealed  to  Miniftcrs,  and  thought  it  therefore 
rather  fevere,  that  their  projKrty  (hould  be  marked  for  deftruflion 
by  the  adoption  of  the  prefent  motion.  There  were  two  propofi- 
tions  in  his  mind  infurmountable,  the  expediency  of  the  meafurc, 
and  the  time  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  The  ftateof  the  Weft- 
India  Iflands  was  fuch  as  rendered  the  meafure  as  dangerous  as  it 
M'as  unneceffary.  The  motion  for  the  gradual  abolition  was  carried 
in  the  time  of  peace,  and  now  the  total  abolition  is  called  for  in  the 
year  1 796,  in  the  period  of  war,  and  when  Minifters  gave  no  very 
encouraging  hopes  of  hoftilities  being  at  an  end.  Gentlemen  (hould 
look  to  the  ftate  of  the  planters  of  the  iflands  ;  if  they  did,  they 
muft  agree,  that  fo  far  from  this  being  a  proper  feafon  for  an  abo- 
lition, it  was  of  all  others  the  moft  dangerous,  even  for  difcufllng 
the  fubjefi.  He  was  afraid  that  fuch  difcuflfions  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  n^oes,  and,  aided  by  the  French  doftrines,  were  exremely 
impolitic,  becaufe  black  men  bear  heat  much  better  than  white,  and 
are  dierefore  more  fit  for  the  prote«Sion  of  the  iflands.  Four  or 
five  regiments  of  negroes  have  been  raifcd,  and  we  ought  rather  to 
endeavour  to  increafe  the  population,-  lince  it  added  to  our  defence, 
than  deprefs  it  by  flopping  the  importation  of  negroes  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  calamity.  One  thing  he  had  to 
obferve  efpecially,  which  was,  that  the  flaves  have  of  late  been 
treated  with  more  humanity  and  care,  on  board  of  fliip,  as  well  as 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  than  formerly,  and  as  tliere  could  be  no 
complaint  on  that  fcore^  he  remarked  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  filent.  He  declined  going  over  any  of  the  old  arguments, 
but  thought  he  fliould  be  doing  his  duty  both  to  the  place  he  repre- 
fented,  and  his  countr)',  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what 
pafled  in  1 792,  when  every  art  was  employed  to  irritate  the  public 
mind  by  calumnious  mifreprcfentations  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
trade  was  conducted,  as  well  as  the  treatment  which  negroes  in  the 
Weft  Indies  were  faid  to  experience.  At  that  time  he  was  himfelf 
in  the  Weft  Indies  making  inquires  into  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
thofe  people,,  and  on  his  return  into  this  country  he  heard  of  the 
motion  for  a  total  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.  He  was  alfo  in- 
formed of  the  various  manoeuvres  praftifed  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining petitions,  and  giving  eflTedl  to  that  meafure.  Thefe  ma- 
noeuvers,  it  appeared,  were  not  yet  at  an  end,  for  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  document  to  that  efFcdl,  which  he  received  from  a  gentle- 
man  Whofe  name  he  was  nor  at  liberty  to  m;intion.     He  then  read 
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the  document,  was  which  a  letter  figncd  Thomas  Clarkfon,  giving 
inftni6tions  to  fomc  perfons  on  the  means  of  obtaining fupport  to  the 
abolition,  by  getting  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  individual  eledors  to 
apply  to  their  rcprcfentativcs  for  their  votes  in  favour  of  it,      Con- 
fidering  the  manner  in  which  this  countr^'was  rcprcfcntcd,  there 
were  very  few  pbces  indeed,  where  fomc  cledlors  may  not  be  found 
who  fo  inftruft  their  reprefentativcs,  and  even  make  it  the  condi- 
tion of  their  future  fuffragcs.     The  letter  which  he  read  was  dated 
1 4th  of  Februar}'  1796,  after  Mr.  Wilberforce  had  given  notice 
of  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfc.     The  motion  of  the  honoura- 
ble  gentleman  he  thought  went  too  much  to  a  ifyftem  of  morality, 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  Jefuits,  which  ftoppecj  at  nothing,  where  there 
was  a  hope  or  probability  of  producing  goojd.      What  he  offered  to 
the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe  was  not  fimply  his  own  opinion,  or 
what  he  colle<£led   from  perfonal  experience.      He  was  confirmed 
by  ,the  authority  of  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,   the  hi  dorian  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  who  declared  to  him,  that  he  confidered  the  difturbanccs 
in  St.  Domingo  as  or ignating  in  the  Committees  here,  whofc  pro- 
ceedings had  the  appeirance  of  taking  part  of  the  tlavcs  againft  their 
mafters.     Nothing,  he  was  fare,  could  tend  more  to  render  the 
negroes  on  the  plantations  difcontented,  than  an  alfurance  that  thcif 
labours  were  not  to  be  alleviated  by  the  arrival  of  additional  aflift- 
ance.      In  Grenada  the  difturbanccs  were  not  ocpafioned  fo  much 
by  the  diffatisfied  condition  of  ^hc  negroes  a$  by  the  treachery  of 
the  difcontented  French  ^  and  Pincaud,  the  leader   of  the  infur- 
gents,  was  a  man  of  very  confiderable  property  in  the  ifland.     At 
St.  Vincent's  fo  great  was   the  attachment  of  the  negroes  to  their 
mafters,   that  there   were  1,200   black  volunteers,  who  after  the 
war  would  be  entitled  to  emancipation  ;  but  if  the  flavc  trade  were 
totally  abolifhcd  that  freedom  would  be  more  produdlive  of  mifciy 
than  happinefs,  and  would  be  likely  to  be  followed  by  blood-ftied 
and  maflacre.      He  then  ftatcd  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of  the 
attachment  of  the  negroes  of  his  own  eftatc,  which  he  received  from 
Mr.   Guildray,  whom  he  appointed  to  fuperintend  it.     After  the 
battle  of  Gloucefter  Hill,  a  party  of  Carribs  made  theur  appearance 
in  the  neighbourhood,  whom  the  flavcs  were  unable  to  refift  ;  and 
to  prevent  the  planters'  eftates  from  being  plundered,  they  made  a 
fubfcription  of  joes,  to  the  amount  of  200I.   which  they  gave  the 
Carribs  for  the  purchafe  of  fecurity.     This  fubfcription,  beftdes 
ihewing  their  very  great  attachment  to  their  mafters,  was  alfo  a 
proof  of  their  experiencing  no  great  degree  of  indigence.     Their 
perfidy,  however,  rendered  this  inftance  of  their  afFedion  ufdcfs, 
as  they  fent  another  party  the  next  day^  which   committed  jcvery 
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kind  of  depredation.  ^  He  Contended  that  it  would  he  abfurd  to  flop 
the  tranfportation  of  flavcs  from  Africa  upon  the  fcorc  of  humanity, 
becaufe  the  King  of  Dahomy,  who  fold  them  to  the  Europeans, 
was  refolvcd  othcrwifc  to  put  them  to  death.  He  then  repreientcd 
the  exertions  and  expence  which  this  country  was  employing  for  the 
redud!ion  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  as  indemnity  for  what 
we  loft  by  the  war  ;  but  he  could  not  conceive  the  policy  of  our 
Conquering  a  number  of  iflands,  if  we  were,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
reftrain  ourfelvcs  from  the  means  of  cultivating  them. 

Mr.  BUXTON  begged  leave  to  trouble  the  Houfc  with  a  few 
words.  An  honourable  gentleman  opp^fite  (General  Tarlcton)  ob- 
jcdled  to  the  motion  on  account  of  the  unfitnefs  of  the  time  ;  but 
he  differed  from  him  fo  ftr  as  1:0  think  this  not  only  a  proper  time 
for  the  abolition  to  take  place,  but  that  it  would  have  been  better 
if  it  had  taken  place  fome  time  ago.  His  idea  was,  that  by  the  frefti 
fupply  of  flaves  we  had  thrown  into  the  Weft-India  iflands  we  had 
thrown  them  into  a  fituation  of  the  utmoft  danger,  and  if  once  an 
opinion  were  to  be  received  there  that  we  do  not  mean  to  give  them 
a  fpeedy  emancipation,  he  feared  the  whole  of  our  colonies  would 
be  loft  for  ever.  He  had  never  heard  of  Mr.  Clarkfon's  letter  be- 
fore i  but  notwithftahding  he  thought  that  Mr.  Clarkfon  had  adlcd 
like  an  honeft  man,  it  was  the  part  of  the  conftituents  firft  to  apply 
to  the  members,  and  inftrudl  them  in  their  proceedings,  and  then 
It  was  the  part  of  the  reprefentatives  to  exercife  their  own  judgment 
and  a6t  accordingly.  For  his  own  part  he  had  always  decided  for 
the  abolition,  and  could  he,  as  an  Engliffiman,  do  otherwife  ? — - 
Poffcfling  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man,  for  every  man  has  his  rights 
till  he  has  been  bafe  or  unfortunate  enough  to  lofe  them,  he  wiftied 
to  fee  others  enjoy  the  fame  bleffings,  and  on  that  principle  fupport- 
ed  the  motion. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  obferved,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had 
very  Tngenioufly  and  ably  ftated  the  refolution  of  the  King  of  Daho- 
my,  inftead  of  felling  his  flaves,  if  he  had  not  a  market  for  them, 
to  put  them  to  death  ;  and  all  this  he  did  with  fuch  prccifton  and 
confidence,  as  if  he  had  been  the  King  of  Dahomy's  Prime  Minif- 
ter.  So  on  a  former  occalion,  an  honourable  gentleman  who  now 
prcfides  at  the  India  Houfe  (Sir  Stephen  Luihington)  fpoke  of  the 
fame  King  of  Dahomy,  and  informed  the  Committee  that  he  fre- 
quently cut  oiithe  heads  of  a  great  number  of  his  people  as  a  facri- 
ficc  to  hisanceftors,  and  this  cutting  off  his  fubjefls*  heads  made  no 
revolt  ;  no,  no  revolt  whatever ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  his  fub- 
jcfls  remained  more  attached  to  him,  looked  on  him  as  the  father 
of  Ms  people,  and  flrove  who  firft  (hould  have  their  heads  cut  off 
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as  a  token  of  rcfpcA  to  his  anceilors.  And  farthennore,  it  appeared 
that  there  were  fome  Republican  States  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
humane  King  of  Dahomy,  where  the  people's  heads  jvere  not  cut 
off,  and  the  loyal  fubjecSts  of  this  gracious  King  vcrj'  properly  ex- 
prefTed  the  utmoft  contempt  and  detcftation  of  thofe  many-hcadcd 
multitudes.     This  anecdote  the  honourable  gentleman  who  with  fo 
much  humanity  had"  brought  forward  the  motion  muft  have  remem- 
beredy  and  therefore,  perhaps,  it  \vas  not  right  in  him  to  intro- 
duce it.     The  honourable  baronet  to  fupport  his  argument,  had 
alfo  defcribed  the  wonderful   attachment  of  the  negroes  to  their 
makers,  fome  of  whom  in  particular  he  fpecified  as  belonging  to 
himfelf.     It  appeared  that  thefe  negroes,  without  pay,  and    with 
nothing  allowed  them  but  arms  and  clothing,  very  generoufly  fub- 
fcribcd  two  hundred  pounds  to  prefcrve  their  mafters*  property  froui 
Carribs,  but  the  Carribs  behaved  treacheroufly,  like   our  allies, 
and  after  they  had  pocketed  the  money,  refufed  to  adl  as  they  had 
promifcd.     Now  the  honourable  Baronet  did  not  mention  w^hcthcr 
the  planters  reimburfed  the  fame  ;  but  to  be  fure  they  did  ;  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  they  did.     Such  men  of  noted  benevolence 
and  humanity  certainly  muft  have  reimburfed  them,  though  the 
honourable  Baronet  unfortunately,  in  his  hurry  to  communicate  all 
he  knew,  forgot  to  mention  it.     The  honourable  Baronet  alluded 
to  the  Methodifts  as  the  Authors  and  abettors  of  the  motion,  who, 
afling  upon  abfurd  notions  like  the  rights  of  man,    introduced 
do<Srines  injurious,  asheftated,  to  focicty.     Now,  it  fo  happened, 
that  the  objeS  of  the  prefent  motion  was  pra<SHcal  humanity,  a 
fyftcm  of  ethics,  neither  originating  in  euthufiafm,  nor  generated 
by  mcthodiftical  fpirit.     For  an  enthufiafm  and  methodiftical  fpirit 
generally  confift  in  wild  and  theoretic  cant  and  praying,  which  coft 
nothing  but  breath,  and  require  little   exertion.     The    theoretic 
fyftem  therefore,  is  that  by  which  thofe  aft  who  oppofe  tlie  motion  ; 
whereas  the  pure,  vigilant  and  univerfal  fpirit  of  benevolence,  which 
influences  to  happinpfs  and  good,  is  that  which  animates  thofe  who 
fupport  it.     The  object  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  the  motion,  was  to  releafe  a  wretched  herd  of  men  from 
flavcr)',  to  raife  them  to  focicty,  to  enlarge  their  minds,  incrcafc 
their  enjoyments,  and  extend  their  ufe.     Unfortunately  there  was 
a  malicious  narrow-minded  fentiment  to  counteraft  this  ;  and  this 
mean,  iniidious,  artful  fpirit  of  gain  and  perfecution,  has  been 
.  found  to  refide  in  men  of  high  birth  and  ftation,  and  even  in  fome 
of  the  clergy,  who  in  direft  difobedience  to  the  precepts  of  their 
miiTion,  have  laboured  to  traduce  and  pervert  the  fcriptures  to  their 
fophiftry,  and  hurled  forth  their  anathemas  againft  ^ofc  who  dared 
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to  controvert  them.  Thefe  fanatics  have^  prcfumed  to  fay,  that 
becaufe  Cain  murdered  his  brother  Abel,  fomc  5  or  6000  years 
ago,  the  negroes  are  doomed  to  eternal  bondage,  ignominy,  and  de- 
gradation, and  are  ftamped  with  thefeal  of  the  EternaVs  vengeance. 
They  have  been  impioufly  bolder  yet,  and  dared  to  threaten  future 
punifhments  againft  all  who  endeavour  to  exalt  thefe  unhappy 
creatures  into  man,  as  contradiftory  to  the  decrees  of  the  Omnipo- 
tent, making  every  benevolent  and  focial  a(Sl,  like  the  bill  for  na- 
turalizing the  Jews,  offenfivc  to  the  end  of  time,  as  repugnant  to 
the  immutable  decrees  of  Providence.  Another  argument  which  is 
ufed  againft  the  abolition  is,  that  the  negroes  will  (larve^  unlefs 
frefli  flaves  are  imported  to  work  for  them,  [a  cry  of  no,  no].  I 
declare,  continued  Mr.  Courtenay,  that  I  underflood  it  fo,  and 
many  other  gentlemen  near  me  did  the  fame.  The  way  in  which 
it  was  generally  underftood  was — how  are  they  to  live  unlefs  others 
fupply  their  place  ;  or  elfe,  who  will  take  care  of  their  cottages  and 
gardens?  Such  another flimfy  argument  was  that  which  dated  that 
the  negroes  were  better  ufed  to  the  climate  than  Europeans,  and 
therefore  they  ought  to  belmported.  Unfortunate  indeed  was  it  for 
thefe  miferable  beings,  that  becaufe  they  were  born  under  the  tro- 
pics, they  Qiuft  be^rn  from  their  neareft  and  deareft  friends  and 
relations,  atid  dradge  through  a  lifeof  (lavery,  beneath  a  torrid  zone, 
when,  if  they  had  chanced  to  fpring  to  birth  in  a  nortliern^clime, 
they  would  have  efcaped  it  all.  While  fuch  kinds  of  argument 
were  ufed,  he  (hould  not  be  furprized  to  hear  tliat  by  the  increafe 
of  negroes  the  climate  would  be  rendered  better,  inafmuchas  we  all 
know  that  in  black  there  is  ap  abforption  of  the  fun's  rays,  and  the 
heat  is  lefs,  and  by  this  parity  of  reafoning,  the  increafed  number 
of  blacks  would  abforb  the  rays,  and  make  die  atmofpherc  more 
mild,  while  the  whites,  if  they  increafe  there,  would  rcfleft  the 
beams,  and  burn  up  all  the  fruits  like  buming-glaflfes.  When 
people  come  to  fuch  wretched  expedients,  he  thought  the  argument 
would  be  better  given  up,  and  he  advifed  them  to  give  up  the  climate 
and  the  black  flaves  too.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  they  were 
reduced  to  fuch  expedients,  becaufe  they  were  calculated  to  make 
but  little  in^preffion,  and  he  did  not  helitate  to  pronounce  that  the 
vote  of  that  lught  would  decide  the  quedion.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  truly  ailked  what  would  hiftorians  fay  of  the  depre- 
cations^ of  this  country,  upon  Ac  enormities  in  France,  when  flip 
herfelf  is  guilty  of  every  crime  that  (hocks  humanity ;  and  he  might 
have  niadc  the  contrafk  ftiU  ftiohger,  for  if  the  French  in  their  t^ 
i^unciation  of  the  dodrines  of  retribution,  in  their  renunciation  of 
religion  and  eternal  jdfticc,  having  liberated  their  flaves,  what  can 
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all  our  profcflions  of  religion,  honour,  liberty  and  humanity  be, 
but  the  npify  cant  of  hypocrify,  while  we  fubjcdl  fo  many  fellow] 
creatures  to  uncontroulable  caprice,  to  banifliment,  to  flavery  and 
fonow  ?     We  can  neither  have  a  regard  for  religion,  humanity, 
nor  pofterity ;  we  muft  be  infenfible  of  (hame,  blind  to  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  our  country,  and  content  to  ftigmatiie  ourfelves  eter- 
nally as  hypocrites  and  reprobates.     A  circumftance   had  lately 
tranfpired,  which,  whatever  may  be  the  vices  of  the  French,  rcfle£t- 
cd  honour  on  their  charaflers.     They  had  captured  two  British 
flave  (hips,  with  cai^goes  of  Africans,  whom  they  landed  on  their 
fettlement  of  Okay,  and  gave  them  their  liberty.     By  thefe  means 
they  acquired  a  reinforcement  of  men,  attached  to  them  for  ever 
by  every  tic  of  gratitude  ;  and  this  reinforcement  they  could  njt 
have  had,  if  the  motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  had  been 
agreed  to  when  fird  propofed.     It  is  impoflible  that  this  inhuman 
traffic  can  go  on  without  the  total  lofs  of  our  Weft- India  iflands. 
What  had  been  faid  in  th^  courfe  of  the  evening  ?     That  the  con- 
dition of  the  flavcs,  both  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  and  on  board  the 
vejQTels,  had  been  meliorated.     But  how  did  this  happen  ?     Was 
it  not  one  of  the  bleffed  confcquences  of  the  regulations  propofed 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.     Yet  even  then  it  was  faid,  "  What ! 
impofe  regulations  ?     You  mijght  as  well  deftroy  the  trade  at  once.'* 
Now  all  this  is  done,  and  they  have  nothing  to  complain  of;  and  fo 
it  would  be  hereafter.     He  hoped  the  Houfe  had  heard  fuch  futile 
and  contradidory  arguments  fo  often,  as  not  be  deceived  by  them* 
and  he   farthermorc  hoped,  that  they  would  not  be  perpetually 
founding  the  words  morality,  chriftianity  and  revealed  religion,  with- 
out giving  one  example  of  the  doctrines  they  inculcate. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  declared,  that  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  our 
national  concerns  he  could  not  but  deprecate  a  motion  of  this  nature* 
He  was  apprehenfive  that  its  tendency  would  be  to  lead  the  negroes 
into  an  idea  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  about  to  take  up, 
what  they  fuppofed  to  be,  their  caufe,  in  oppofition  to  their  maftcrs. 
The  cfFe6t  of  fuch  an  opinion,  when  entertained  by  them,  would 
be  to  deftroy  all  fubordination,  and  to  endanger  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Weft- India  iflands. — He  was  free  to  confcfs,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  danger  of  agitating  fuch  a  topic,  was  infinitely  greater 
at  the  prefent,  th^n  it  would  have  been  upon  former  times ;  in  pro- 
portion as  the  French  principles  of  equality  prevailed,  in  the  fame 
tatio  was  the  danger  increafcd  of  an  infurredion  among  our  Weft« 
India  negroes.  A  country  might  be  in  that  uncivilised  ftatc,  (as 
perbsips  was  th^  cafe  in  fome  parts  of  Poland  and  Ruflia,)  that  but 

le  comparative  rifk  attached  to  the  difcuITion  of  fuch  a  futjefi ; 
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but  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  the  people  of  colour  in  particular, 
from  their  increafed  fourccs  of  intelligence,  had  it  much  in  their 
power  to  influence  the  untutored  minds  of  the  African  negroes.  It 
had  been  faid  that  the  negroes  newly  imported,  are  prone  to  infur* 
reflion  ;  he  believed  the  ftntcment  corredt,  and  he  allowed  that  it 
W3S  natural  it  (hould  be  fo.  But  he  dreaded  the  danger  refulting 
from  the  propagation  of  French  opinions  among  the  old  (laves  more* 
He  confidered  the  danger  of  infurrcdion  from  the  flaves  newly  im- 
ported to  be  far  lefs  than  that  whicli  would  arife  were  an  aS  of  the 
Britifh  Legiilature  to  be  confldercd  by  them  as  holding  out  an  idea 
of  fupport  againft  their  mafters.  When  to  this  he  added  the  pre- 
fent  convulfed  fiaic  of  the  iflands,  arifing  from  the  war,  lie  could 
not  but  anxioufly  wifh  that  this  queftion  were,  at  lead  poftponed  to 
the  reftoration  of  peace  (which  he  prayed  to  God  might  fpeedily  take 
place).  For  his  own  part,  he  declared  he  was  not  oneofthofe 
who  was  fond  of  a  ra(h,  hafty,  or  violent  abolition  of  what  cudom 
had  long  eftabliflicd,  and  which  had  become  thereby  incorporated  in 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  commerce  and  jurifprudcnce  of  a  country. 
He  thought  that  when  the  blefling  of  peace  came,  fome  n^eafure 
mighty  be  adopted  for  th^  relief  of  the  negroes,  with  perfeft  fafety  ; 
but  till  then,  he  wiftied  the  fubjed  now  ftarted  to  be  buried  in  per- 
fed  oblivion.  He  could  fcarcely  perceive  any  praSical  good  con- 
fcquence  which  could  arife  from  the  abolition,  fuflficient  to  counter- 
a£l  thofe  evils  which  fuch  a  meafure  was  calculated  to  introduce. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT. — After  fo  much  has  been  faid,  and  faid 
fo  aWy  on  the  fubjc<5t  now  under  difcuflion,  it  was  not  to  be  ex* 
pedled,  that  any  thing  new  could  be  advanced,  or  that  thofe  who 
felt,  as  he  profeircd.to  do,  could  admit  that  any  arguments  drawn 
from  expediency,  or  from  circumftances  of  a  local  or  temporary  na- 
ture, ought  to  influence  chat  Houfe  to  hcfitate  on  the  propriety  of 
following  up,  and  putting  into  execution  its  former  ref6lution.  For 
his  own  part,  he  wifhed  to  enforce  it,  becaufe  he  ftill  adhered  to 
that  opinion  which  the  Houfe  had  already  pafled  upon  the  fubjed ; 
and  he  fliould  conlider  himfelf  as  doing  injuflice  to  thofe  principles, 
which  governed  his  mind  and  condudl,  were  he  to  wave  them  upon 
any  inferior  confideration.  And  here  he  freely  acknowledged,  that 
he  by  no  means  difclaimed  an  intention  to  follow  up  the  motion  of 
his  honourable  friend  to  its  full  extent.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  lad,  had  declared  himfelf  averfe  to  a  hafly  abolition  of 
the  flave  trade.  He  was  aftonifhed  at  this  declaration.  Where, 
he  would  afk,  was  it  that  this  argument,  if  it  could  be  fo  called, 
was  heard?  In  that  very  Houfe,  where,  four  years  ago,  the  fub- 
je£l  had  undergone  the  fulled  difcuflion  and  deliberation,  which  the 
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Houfe  had  at  that  period  poftponcd  until  thcprcfent;  and  when, 
upon  the  very  principle  of  not  taking  any  dccifivc  ftep  prematurely 
or  haftily,  they  had  poftponcd  their  determination  during  an  interval 
of  four  years.      Four  years  had  fince  elapled ;  and  he  was  warranted 
to  fay,  that  during  this  period,  the  flavc  trade  had  been  carried  on 
to  a  greater  extent  than  ever.      The  qucftion,    therefore,    which 
was  now  before  the  Houfc,  was,  whether  it  would  agree  to  do  that 
at  laft,  which  it  had  pledged  itfelf  to  the  world,  to  perform  four 
years  before  ?  The  only  argument  which  he  felt  of  weight  fufficient 
to  combat,  was  one,  which  was  riveted  by  the  force  of  prejudice- 
It  was  the  argunrient  of  thofe,  who,  though  they  were  driven  from 
the  force  of  conviflion,  to  abjure  the  traflSc  of  flaverj^,  yet  were 
brought  to  acquiefce  in  its  continuance,  from  the  idea,  that  more 
praflidtl:  mifchief  would  be  done  from  its  abolition,  than  any  ad- 
vantages which  could  accrue  from  fuch  a  meafure.     But  he  would 
infift  on  it,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  allow  pretexts  of  one  fort  or 
ahother,  to  prolong  a  fyftem,  which,   in  itfelf,  was  admitted  by 
thofe  to  whom  he  referred  to  be  indefenfible^     Pretexts  would  thus 
never  be  wanting,  to  prolong  from  time  to  time,  a  fyftem  which 
merited  the  moft  fcverc  condemnation.     Thus  at  one  time,  excufes 
Were  drawn  from  its  being  a  time  of  peace,  and  now  from  its  being 
a  time  of  war.      He  declared,  that  for  his  own  part,  he  concurred 
with  thofe  who  thought  that  the  danger  to  which  our  Weft- India 
iflands  ftood  expofcd,  was  an  additional  reafon  for  wiftiing  that  tlie 
abolition  of  this  trade  fliould  be  delayed  no  longer.     The  topics  of 
oppofition  urged  by  his  honourable  friend,  with  him  led  to  different 
conclufions.     He  would  not  minutely  argue  what  ftate  of  the  human 
mind  is*  the  readicft  to  be  infefled  with  the  poifon  of  dangerous 
princlf>lcs.     He  thought,  .however,  that  it  was  either  when  it  was 
wholly  uninformed,  or  when  it  was  dcbafcd  by  oppreflion,  cithcf 
when  it  was  fo  rude,  fo  blank  and  uninftrucled,    as  to  be  equally 
incapable  of  the  imprefllons  of  virtue,  and  the  fuggeftions  of  mif- 
chief: or,  whrn  it  was  grpaning  under  the  prefl'ure  of  flavery  and 
injuftice.      Granting  the  whole  force  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument,  that  the  newly- imported  negroes  were  moft  fecure  againft 
the  influence  of  Jacobinical  principles,    ftill  it  muft  be  admitted, 
that  they  were  open  to  the  attempts  of  others  to  enlift  them  as  aux- 
iliaries in  riots  and  infurrcftions.      If,  then,  there  were  any  danger 
from  the  uninformed  mind  of  the  newly- imported  negroes  being  ope- 
rated upon  by  *he  perverted  minds  of  the  negroes  of  another  dcfcrip- 
tfon,  it  was  evident  that  the  one  and  the  other  of  thefe  dangers  were 
united,  fo  long  as  the  fyftem  of  flavery  was  continued.     But  it  had 
been  argued,   that  tlic  danger  arifing  from  the  negroes  who  have 
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been  long  in  the  iflands,  would  be  much  increafed,  wcrt  the  fu- 
ture importation  from  AifHca  to  be  (lopped.     But  this  is  an  opinion 
founded  upon  the  argument,  that  the  Houfe's  adopting  the  decifion 
propofed  this  evening,  would  be  confidered  by  the  negroes  as  taking 
a  part  with  them  againft  their  mafters,  and  holding  out  to  them  en- 
couragement to  infurreftion.     But  what  is  this  but  to  confound  the  • 
two  didindt  ideas  of  abolidiing  the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade* 
from  the  African  coaft,  with  the  emancipation  of  thofe  negroes  at 
prefent  in  the  Weft  Indies  ?     The  one  point,  however,  had  no 
connexion  whatever  with  the  otlier.     This  much  he  could  fay  at 
any  rate,  that* the  abolition  of  the  traffic  muft  long  precede  the  pe- 
riod when  the  negroes  were  to  be  made  free.    A  great  change  muft 
previoufly  be  effcded  in  their  fituation  and  upon  their  minds.      De- 
graded and  wretched  as  they  now  are,  to  declare  them  free  would  be 
only  to  confer  an  empty  name,  it  could  not  beftow  the  fubftance. 
He  had  heard  of  the  humanity  of  the  planters,  and  what  was  the 
conclufion  which  this  obfervatlon  authorifed  ?     Could  it  be  doubted 
that  £he  planter  poffeffed  more  the  confyience  and  the  attachment  of 
the  (laves  born  upon  his  eftatc,  than  of  thofe  who,  torn  from  every 
tender  relation,    became  the  reluftant  viftims  of  (lavery.     Wi(h 
refpeft  to  thofe  whom  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  confider  as  the  ob- 
jeds  of  his  pcculiat  regard  and  fu^rintendance,  the  planter  muft  at 
once  difplay  greater  humanity,    and  repofe  greater  confidence  in 
their  ^delity  and  fervices.     By  endeavouring  to  put  a  ftop  to  a  trade 
which  interfered  with  thofe  principles  by  which  the  planter  and  the 
{lave  were  placed  in  the  moft  agreeable  relations,  which  confounded 
thofe  propenfitics,  and  difapp6inted  the  operation  of  thofe  advan- 
tages which  would  refult  from  them,  a  very  important  6bje6t  would 
be  gained.     But  fo  long  as  the  importation  of  new  Africans  was 
permitted,  new  feeds  of  difcord  would  be  perpetually  fown,  and 
confidence,  fecurity,  and  the  kitdreft  of  the  planters  would  be  pro- 
portionably  leflTened.     The  honourable  gentleman  has  argued  that 
the  n^oes  would  confider  the  prefent  motion  as  taking  their  caufe 
againft  their  matters  ;  but  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  fafl,  that  it 
would  be  giving  to  the  mafter  fre(h  means  to  attach  the  negroes  to 
his  fervice.     It  was  faid,  that-the  negroes  were,  defirous  of  new  im-  • 
portations  of  flavcs,  that  thefe  might  enjoy  the  happinefs  which 
their  fituation  beftowed.     On  the  other  hand,  the  negroes  were  de- 
fcribed  as  delighted  with  the  profpeS  of  emancipation,  and  diffatis- 
fied  with  the  fanrdfhips  to  wWch  they  were  cxpofed.     Both  thcfc 
accounts,  it  was  evident,  could  not  be  true  ;  and,  in  fad)',  neither 
of  them  had  any  foundation*     It  might  even  be  affirmed,  that  the 
negroes  were  afraid,  left  importation  (houldccafc  j  bccaufc  it  might 
VaL.XLV.  L 
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be  reprefented  to  them,  that,  if  none  were  intrpduccd,  a  greater 
ihare  of  the  work  would  be  thrown  upon  them.  T)ns,  however, 
would  be  as  abfurd  as  the  other  account ;  for,  infiead  of  their  being 
rendered  worfe  by  the  cealing  of  the  fupply,,  they  would  feel,  that, 
by  preventing  the  miferies  of  their  fellow  creatures,  they  were  them- 
fdves  rifiqg  in  the  fcale  of  human  being,  ^nd  in  the  enjc^mcnt  of 
Kaj^ineis.  He  concluded  with  fayipg,  that,  upon  the  whole,  he 
was  fo  far  from  feelii^  any  f<H^ce  in  the  arguments  which  had  been 
adduced  in  oppoiition  to  the  motion,  that  every  confidcration  de- 
rived from  the  critical  ftate  of  the  country,  ^nd  of  the  iflands,  fur- 
nifhed  fo  many  additional  reafons,  in  his  opinion,  for  adopdng  the 
meafure*pTopofed,  with  decilion,  prudence,  and  difpatch. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  faid,  he  pcrfedly  remembered  that 
when  a  fimilar  motion  ^(iras  firft  brought  forward,  a  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  obfervcd,  that  it  was  a  conteft  between 
humanity  on  the  one  hand,  and  felf-intcreft  on  the  other.  3ir  Ri- 
chard was  then  nearly  of  the  fame  opinion ;  but  he  was  now  con- 
vinced, from  the  beft  information,  that  humanity  and  felf-intcreft 
were  at  fucb  perfed  harmony,  that  he  had  juft  before  told  fome  re- 
fpe£table  friends  of  his  among  the  planters,  that  he  was  going  down 
to  the  Houfe  to  give  them  a  vote  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave 
tradci  and  he  was  certain  that  a  very  (hort  period  would  convince 
them  that  principles  of  libcr^,  love,  and  gratitude  would  operate 
to  produce  obedience  infinitely  more  than  flavery,  force,  and  com^ 
pulfion.  There  was  not  a  fin^c  flave  in  all  Pcnfylvania,  yet 
there  we  neither  heard  of  murmurs  nor  tnfurre£tions.  It  was 
eafy  to  throw  out  bugbear  names  againU  pcrfons  who  refpeded  re- 
ligion, but  it  was  paying  a  high  compliment  indeed  to  Methodifm 
and  Enthufiafm,  to  fuppofe  none  were  friends  to  humanity  but  Me- 
thodius and  Enthuiiaflfs.  He  n^yer  heard  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr-  Fox)  was  looked  on  as  a  Me- 
thodic, yet  he  believed  him  to  be  a  man  of  real  philanthropy,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  liberality  of  fentiment.  As  to  the  time  of  bringing 
fbrwani  this  motion,  there  could  be  no  time  improper  to  do  what 
was  right,  and  to  abolifli  what  was  wrongs  He  only  lamented  that 
a  tn&c  fo  contrary  to  the  laws  of  common  humanity,  of  nature, 
and  of  God,  (hould  fo  long  have  diigraced  this  country.  He  hoped, 
however,  it  was  now  going  to  be  put  a  ftop  to,  and  (hould  give  bis 
moil  hearty  aflent  to  his  hofU)utable  friend's  motion. 

Mr.  DENT  denied  that  flaves  were  treated  wit))  har(bnefs  or 
cruelty.  He  was  aftoni(hed  to  hear  it  aflerted,  that  new  importa- 
tions would  injure  die  iflands  by  ftrengthening  the  fpiritof  infurrec- 
tion  that  prevailed,  hr  it  was  the  fpeeches  delivered  in  that  Houfe 
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which  promotecTfiie  difpofition  to  revolt.  He  confidered  the  Annual 
Regulating  bill  as  a  decifion  of  the  Houfe  rather  againft  the  abolltionr. 
Whilft  humanity  was  fo  much  talked  of,  he  wilhed  juftice  mi^t 
ifk>t  be  overlooked,  for  it  was  then  only  that  they  could  obtain  credit 
whilft  thefe  went  hand  in  hand.  He  alfo  ai^gued  agaihft  the  motion 
upon  the  ground  of  political  intereft :  the  Weft  Indies  produced  a 
great  revenue  to  this  qountry,  but  by  the  meafure  ^ropofedy  xhe^ 
Houfe  was  jgoing  to  deprive  the  planters  there  of  the  means  of  pay- 
ing  that  revenue.  He  believed  that  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
&c.  had  but  one  wifhi  that  the  Houfe  would  adopt  ftrong  meafures 
to  prevent  any  of  the  Africans  from  being  ill-treated ;  and,  could 
fuch  regulations  be  properly  enforced,  the  comfort  of  the  (lave,  and 
the  intereft  of  the  planter,  would  be  equally  promoted.  Thofc  re- 
gulations which  had  been  already  made,  tended  to  make  the  middle 
paflfage  thoroughly  comfortable ;  and  had  any  complaints  be^n  made, 
it  was  becaufe  the  regulations  ordered  had  not  been  enforced.  As 
to  giving  the  negroes  their  freedom,  without  the  means  of  procurtng 
a  livelihood,  it  would  only  be  giving  them  up  to  a  fpirit  of  plunder, 
Mr.  W.  SMITH.  After  what  had  been  advanced,  he  con- 
fcflfed  he  had  no  new  arguments  to  ftate.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  made  fo  admirable  and  (zAsh&oty  an 
anfwer  to  the  objedions  ftarted,  that  he  declared  he  never  heard  a 
more  complete  reply ;  a  reply  carrying  convitftion  to  every  breaft. 
It  was  his  anxious  wi(h,  as  we  valued  our  chara<9er  as  a  nation  in 
die  fi^ht  of  Europe,  and  the  whole  world,  to  abolifli  fo  infamous  a 
traffic.  He  coniidered  the  aiguments  of  the  honourable  gentlenlan 
who  fpoke  laft,  as  a  trite  repetition  of  arguments  refuted  over  and 
over  again — that  confufionand  emancipation  were  fynonimous  terms 
with  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.  He  had  afferted,  that  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool,  J6c.  had  no  other  wifh,  than  to  prevent  the 
(laves  from  being  ill  ufcd,  whereas,  he  could  not  avoid  remarking, 
that  they  bad  not  propofed  a  iingle  regulation,  in  any  one  of  the 
former  ftages  of  the  buGnefs,  to  render  that  middle  paifage  more 
comfortable ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  they  oppofed  eyery  ftep  taken^ 
tstis  viribusy  and  ftrovc  to  the  utmoft,  per  fas  out  nefaSf  to  hinder 
the  meafures  then  purfued.  He  was  aftonifhed  to  hear  it  (»d  that 
the  middle  paflfage  had  been  the  chief  objed  of  complaint.  Good 
Heavens !  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  rccolledt  the  mode  in 
which  flaves  were  procured,  and  the  way  in  which  they  were  after- 
wards treated  ?  The  middle  paifage  might  ftrike  as  peculiarly  fe- 
verc,  but  the  horrors  of  the  fubfcquent  lituation  were  not  therefore 
overlooked.  When  friends  of  the  abolition  had  difdofed  the  fecrets 
of  their  prifon  houfcs  no  lefs  than  eight  years  ago,  and  when  Ac 
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fubje^  had  undergone  fuch  difcuflion,  furely  no  epithets « could  be 
lefs  properly  applied  Xhan  rafh,  hafty  and  fadden.  After  fufFering 
the  matter  to  linger  fo  many  years,  after  an  exprefs  refolution,  he 
was  unable, to  retrain  his  furprife  and  indignation  at  fuch  an  accu- 
fation.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faidupon  the  authority  of  a 
mod  refpe£lable  gentleman  (Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,)  that  the  Com- 
mittees in  London  had  been  the  authors  of  the  mifchiefs  in  St.  Do- 
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mingo.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought  that  thefe  Committees  had 
been  of  great  advantage  in  informing  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
in  railing  their  abhorpence  of  the  inhuman  traffic.  A  letter  had  been 
produced  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  the  reading  of  which  w?^s  pre- 
faced with  obfervations  which  he  could  not  reconcile  with  the  con- 
tents  he  had  heard.  He  had  waited  in  the  greateft  attention,  para- 
graph after  paragraph,  for  the  exceptionable  matter,  cxpe^ing  it 
would  burft  out  like  the  intrigues  of  the  London  Committees  in  the 
cxplofions  of  St.  Domingo ;  but  he  couljl  difcover  nothing  deferving 
of  cenfure,  and  he  had  been  induced  to  believe  that  the  honourable 
Baronet  had  read  it  by  miftake,  it  fo  little  correfpondcd  with  the 
cliarafter  he  gave  it.  As  to  the  affairs  of  St.  Domingo,  he  had 
been  at  confiderable  pains  to  afcertain  the  truth,  and  he  would  chal- 
lenge Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  to  prove  that  the  evils  which  prevailed  in 
that  ifland,  were  any  more  connecSled  with  the  Committee  than  with 
Lord  Macartncy*s  embaflfy  to  China.  He  had  heard  defcants  on 
the  joy  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  frcih  importation 
of  flavcs  from  Africa,  as  if  it  arofe  frojh  the  idea,  that  their  newly- 
imported  brethren  were  come  to  partake  of  the  fame  comforts  that 
they  did!  What  thefe  comforts  were,  and  what  their  fituation  was 
already,  appeared  from  many  accounts.  A  true  caufe  for  this  joy 
might  be  afcribed  to  the  nature  of  fociety,  which  fecks  for  partners 
in  forrow,  and  which  ofteiV  tends  to  alleviate  the  grief  which  is  en- 
dured. He  declared  he  wiflied  to  fay  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
planters ;  at  the  fame  time  M  could  not  help  fearing,  th;^t  before 
this  obje6l  was  brought  forward,  whatever  might  be  the  charader 
of  individuals,  the  fituation  of  thofe  under  their  power  was  not  fo 
happy  as  it  was  at  prefent.  Whatever  might  be  the  natural  difpo- 
litions  of  the  planters,  arbitrary  power  corrupts  the  mind  ;  and  as 
the  regulations  formerly  exifted,  the  pofleflion  of  unlimited  autho- 
rity would  cafily  lead  to  its  abufe.  But  however  the  Houfe  might 
admit  the  claims  demanded  for  the  planters,  fo  far  as  thefe  were  pro- 
bably juft,  therjC  were  others  which  they  could  not  recognize.  The 
Houfe  could  not  allow  the  claims  of  perfons  prejudiced  from  habit 
and  biafifed  by  intereft,  to  decide  upon  a  great  queftion  of  general 
olicy  i    nor  could  they  agree  thnt  the  Britiih  Parliament  (hould 
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give  up  its  undoubted  right  to  decide  upon  the  final  abolition  of  this 
inhuman  tragic.  He- concluded  with  faying,  that  he  hoped  this 
night  the  firft  ftcp  would  be  taken  to  fecure  this  objcdl. 

Mr.  Sergeant  ADAIR  faid,  that  as  he  never  yet  had  delivered 
his  fcmiments  upon  this  fubjcft,  he  could  not  content  himfelf  with 
a  (ilcnt  fupport  of  the  motion  for  the  abolition.  He  would  not, 
however,  detain  the  Houfc  long.  *  The  que(tion-  depended  upon 
principles  k  few  and  fo  fimple,  that  details  were  not  only  fuperflu- 
ous,  but  infulttng  to  the  Houfc.  Before  he  mentioned  thefe, 
however,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  return  his  thanks  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  was  the  author  of  the  prefent  motion, 
for  his  zealous  exertions  in  a  caufe  which  involved  the  deareft  in- 
tereAs  of  mankind,  and  in  fupporting  which  he  (hould  be  fatisfied 
to  follow  him  at  an  humble  diAancd.  He  was  much  furprifed  on 
this,  as  well  as  oruformer  occafions,  to  fee  fo  much  of  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  confumed  in  debating  upon  the'policy  and  expediency  of 
what,  on  all  hands,  was  deemed  to  be  a  matter  of  right.  In  mat^ 
ters  of  doubtful  right,  or  even  in  cafes  of  gratuitous  benevolence, 
it  was  certainty  proper  to  difcufs  the  policy  of  the  meaAire  to  be 
adopted.  But  in  cafes  where  the  right  was  indubitable,,  and  juflice 
.loudly  calls  for  a  decifion  on  its  fide,  then  all  the  fuggefiions  of  po- 
licy (hould'4)e  for  ever  fet  apart.  In  highway  robberies,  the  ne- 
ceffitfcs  of  the  robber  were  not  to  be  fudained  as  an  apology  for  the 
crime ;  neither  in  the  Slave  Trade  was  the  intereft  of  the  merchant 
to  be  fuftained  as  an  argument  for  perfevcring  in  the  traiEc.  He 
begged  that  the  Houfe  would  attend  to  the  quedion  upon  which  tl^ey 
were  now  deliberating  ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  this.  Whether  it  was 
politic  and  expedient  to  deliver  a  whole  nation  and  their  poftcriqr 
into  flavcry  with  whom  we  are  not  now  at  war.  He  appealed  to 
the  general  feeling  of  the  Houfc,  if  any  motives  of  expediency,  how- 
ever powerful  if  any  argument  of  intereft,  however  conclufive, 
ought  to  influence  their  decifion  upon  fuch  a  point.  Though  it 
were  proved  by  the  moft  irrefragable  arguments  to  be  for  the  intereft 
of  the  Weft.  India  planters,  that  the  trade  (hould  he  continued,  he 
would  not  give  up  the  queftion  of  juflice.  He  had  the  fatisfadion 
of  learning,  however,  that  perfons  could  be  found  voluntarily  to 
perform  the  taflc  afligned  to  the  negroes  infinitely  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  planters.  But  even  though  this  were  not  the  cafe, 
a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons  could  certainly  never  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment in  preferring  the  claims  of  juftice  to  policy.  They  had  heard 
a  great  deal  about  the  comforts  of  the  middle  voyage.  But  to  talk 
of  the  comforts  of  a  voyage,  by  which  thoufanJs  of  the  human  race, 
tpgether  with  their  pofterity,  were  to  be  configncd  to  perpetual  fli* 
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▼eiy>  was  a  language  with  which  he  was  not  acquainted.     He  was 
happy  in  believing  that  the  abolitbn  of  diis  nefarious  trade  would 
not  operate  to  injure  the  Weft  India  planters.  He  did  not  however 
give  this  vote  upon  any  fuch  ground,  but  bccaufe  he  was  fo  tied 
down  by  principle,  that  he  had  no  right  to  vote  otherwife.     The 
learned  Scigeant  concluded  with  obferving,  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  that  to  all  who  believed  in  a  fuperintendir^  providence^ 
the  Slave  Trade  of  itfelf  was  fufficient  to  account  for  all  the  calami^ 
ties  wMch  had  lately  befallen  Europe,  and  might  completely  juftifjr 
the  avenging  angel,  in  entirely  extirpating  thofe  nations  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  who  had  availed  themfelves  of  their  commercial 
eminence,  to  opprefs  and  enflave  fuch  a  numerous  tribe  of  their  fel- 
low creatures. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  having  folemnly,  and  after 
due  confideration  of  this  important  queftion,  given  his  opinion  upon 
it  on  a  former  occafion,  he  had  to  ftatc,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
ibur  years  he  had  been  confirmed  in  every  principle  which  he  had 
delivered,  and  in  every  expedient  which  he  had  held  forth  at  the 
cbmtnencement  of  that  period.  With  thofe  who  argued  on  the  ge« 
Aend  principle  of  the  Slave  Trade  as  inexpedient,  impolitic,  and 
incompatible  with  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  the  Bricifh  Conftitu- 
tion,  he  had  adways  agreed,  and  ftiU  muft  agree.  But  to  thofe 
who  now  took  up  the  queftion  he  muft  fay,  that  however  laudable 
their  motives  might  bt,  the  mode  which  they  had  taken  rather  tended 
to  retard  the  objedl  they  had  in  view,  than  to  obtain  it ;  and  in* 
deed  he  thought  they  would  be  farther  from  it  by  adopting  fuch  a 
proceeding  than  diey  were  four  years  ago:  for  whatever  opinions 
men  may  form  upon  fpeculati  vc  fubjeds,  if  they  do  not  carry  alor^ 
with  them  the  prejudices,  and  the  tnterefts  of  mankind,  they  will 
trertainly  fail  in  the  application  of  thefe  principles.  Though  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Weft- India 
planters  miftake  their  own  intereft  by  perfevering  in  the  trade  of 
carrying  flaves  from  Africa,  yet  he  could  by  no  means  join  in  the 
high  tone  which  the  learned  Sergeant  had  aflumed  ;  a  tone  in  which 
he  was  convinced  ,his  honourable  friend  (if  he  would  permit  the 
deftgnation)  would  not  have  fpoken,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  full 
extent  to  which  his  reafoning  went.  He  could  not  go  fo  far  as  to 
brand  all  his  anceftors,  who  had  encouraged  the  trade  by  a  long 
feries  of  legiilation,  as  impious  and  unjuft.  In  juftice,  therefore, 
to  the  mants  of  his  anceftors,  as  well  as  to  other  confiderations  of 
ftill  greater  weight,  he  was  reftralned  from  going  the  length  that 
the  opinion  of  the  learned  Sergeant  goes.  But  he  repeated  it  again, 
tliat  the  motion  which  had  been  propofed  this  evening,  would  defeat 
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its  own  dbjcAf  and  that  any  other  mode  of  abolition  rtian  that,  fay 
introducing  gradual  regulations,  according  to  the  ages  of  thofe  im^* 
ported  from  Africa,  never  would  fucceed.  Even  {ufpcfing,  how* 
ever,  that  not  another  flave  was  to  be  exported  from  Alrtca  to  th^ 
Briti(h  Weft- India  iflands,  the  caufe  of  humanity  would  not  gadn 
in  the  leaft  from  fuch  abolition ;  for  it  would  only  throw  the  trade 
into  the  hands  of  other  commercial  powers,  who  would  benefit  fiom 
our  miftaken  benevolence,  and  who  would  carry  it  on  without  any 
regulations.  The  Advocates  for  immediate  abclitbn  exclaimed, 
**  Come,  let  us  wipe  away  this  fiain  from  the  national  charader." 
This  might  be  a  very  fine  figure  in  rhetoric,  but  it  certainly  was 
not  a  logical  argument,  nor  was  it,  in  £iA,  any  aigument  in  the ' 
caufe  of  humanity.  This  was  not  the  ground,  however,  on  which 
he  oppofed  the  prcfent  motion.  He  oppofed  it  becaufe  he  thou^t, 
were  It  agreed  tQ  by  the  Houfe,  it  would  endat^ger  the  peace  of  the 
country^  What  was  the  meafure,  he  aiked,  which  was  now  pro. 
poiicd  i  His  honourable  friend  difclaimed  all  idea  of  emahcrpo- 
tion ;  though  when  he  remarked  this,  he  could  not  but  remind  the 
learned  Seigeant,  that  his  aigument,  if  carried  to  its  full  extent, 
would  go  to  evince  the  emancipation  (^  every  flave  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, as  a  right,  which  in  juftlce  they  might  claim,  ^uppofing  it, 
however,  only  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  trad&  with  Africa, 
he  contended  that  fuch  a  refoludon,  were  it  paifed  into  a  law  in  the 
preient  diftra6ted  ft^te  of  the  colonies,  would  throw  them  entirely 
into  the  power  of  the  enemy.  In  fupport  of  this  pn^wfition,  he 
begged  that  the  Houfe  would  only  attend  to  the  nature  of  the  war  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  On  the  part  of  this  country,  it  was  not  a  war 
for  riches  or  local  aggrandizement,  but  a  war  for  fecurity.  On  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  it  was  a  war,  not  for  conqueft  with  a  view  to  en-  * 
rich  themfelvcs,  but  a  war  of  devafiation,  in  order  to  impoverifti 
this  country,  and  thus  to  obtain,  not  a  direA,  but  an  indirect  fupe- 
riority  over  their  enemies.  -  The  way  in  which  they  have  carried  it 
on  in  order  to  attain  this  obje£t,  had  been  by  attempts  to  ftir  up  the 
ilaves  to  infurrcdion  againft  their  mafters.  And  the  engine  whkh 
they  had  ufed  in  this  warfure  was  proclaiming  liberty  to  the  negioes, 
vAiHc  at  die  fame  time,  under  pretext  of  efpouiing  their  caufe,  they 
exercifed  cruelties  unheard  of  before,  and  impofed  a  bondage  to  which 
their  newly  acquired  vaflals  were  entire  ftrangers.  They  hold  out, 
however,  that  the  (laves  in  our  colonies  were  in  a  ftatc  of  barbarous 
o^reffion,  and  this  Was  the  mode  in  which  th^  thought  prqper  to 
convey  their  relief.  He  would  aft,  however,  whether  the  repie- 
fentat|ves  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  calmnefs  of  Ic^flative 
deliberatioo,  woul4fiinu(h  their  enemies  with  an  engine ;  and  while 
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Viftor  Hughes  entered  our  Colonies  with  a  decree  of  the  National 
Convention  of  France  in  hand,  declaring  liberty  to  our  flavcs,  we 
could  fumilh  him  with  an  aA  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  with  which 
to  advance  in  the  other,  dedring  them  to  join  their  deliverers,  and 
oppofe  thofe  who  had  fo  long  been  their  oppreflTors.  In  the  prefent 
convulfed  ftate  of  thofe  iflands,  he  thought  it  became  tiie  Legifla- 
ture  to  paufe,  efpecially  as  it  might  be  hoped  a  time  was  fall  ap« 
proaching  whenquelHonsof  that  nature  might  be  agitated  with  nriuch 
greater  fafety  and  utility.  But  as  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  the 
time-,  he  (hould  ceitainly  oppofe  the  prefent  motion  ^  not  by  a  direct 
negative,  but  by  voting  for  the  previous  queftion,  which  would  not 
pledge  the  Houfe  to  any  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt. 

It  bad  been  urged,  that  the  Houfe  had  come  to  a  refolution  four 
years  ago  that  the  trdde  (hould  be  abolished  in  the  beginning  of 
1 796,  But  he  would  alk  in  reply,  if  we  were  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  in  regard  to  our  Weft- India  colonies  that  we  were  then,  and 
whether  the  delay  which  was  then  thought  neceifary  on  account  of 
the  ftate  of  Grenada,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent's,  and  Dominica,  was 
not  more  ncceflfary  now  when  the  (ituation  of  thefe  iflands  was  con- 
(idered,  and  whether  the  fufpention  of  any  refolution  for  an  imme- 
diate abolition  was  not  particularly  requifite  in  cxifting  circum- 
(lances  ?  No  man  would  ftate  that  the  condition  of  Grenada » 
whether  it  arofe  from  the  war  or  not,  was  better  now  than  it  was 
four  years  ago.  St.  Vincent's,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  was  in  a  fimi- 
lar  unfortunate  fituation.  It  was  true  that  there  had  been  a  great 
number  of  (laves  imported  from  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  four  years,  but  little  advantage  had  been  derived 
to  thefe  iflands  from- the  importation,  as  they  had  been  all  carried 
to  foreign  iflands,,  or  to  Jamaica,  where  they  were  fold  for  almoft 
nothing.  He  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  any  thing  difrefpeftful  of 
the  decilions  of  this  Houfe  ;  but  he  contended,  ^  that  a  refolution 
being  voted,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  four  years  ago,  which  refo- 
lution was  never  returned,  was  at  leaft  evidence  fufficient  to  fljew 
that  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  did  not  confider  the  time  of 
war  as  the  moft  proper  for  the  agitation  of  ftich  a  queftion  as  the 
prefent.  And  he  would  afk  the  honourable  mover,  if  he  thought 
♦that  that  Houfe  would  be  a  whit  more  rapid  in  their  proceedings, 
though  they  mere  prelTed  by  another  Refolution  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ?  He  trembled  for  the  effeds  which  the  frequent  dif- 
cuSions  of  fuch  queftioHs  would  produce  in  the  Weft-India  colonies, 
if  .they  were  renewed  from  time  to  time  as  they  had  been  of  late,, 
and  entreated  that  gentlemen  would  only  defer  the  difcufTion  till  a 
proper  feafon  arrived,  which  he  trufted  would  iiot  be  remote.     But 


in  the  ftiU  convWKoh  that  this  was  the  moft  im{>ropcr  time  whifch 
could  be  fele6)ed  for  the  agitation  of  the  queftion,  and  that  tbeprefent 
^iw  not  only  amotion  which  it  wouM  be  extremely  dangerous  to  zdopt 
upon  general  grounds,  but  which  was  wholly  inadequate  for  the 
purpoTe  whidi  it  propofed ;  he  felt  hitnfelf  compelled  to  negative  !t> 
by  voting  for  the  previous  qucftion* 

Mr,  POX.— The  fentiment  of  oppofition  to  this  trade  is  one, 
which  if  it  has  orice  got  p9ifkSion  of  the  breaft  of  an  honed  mM, 
it  IS  impoflibte  that  any  nuxie  of  debating  or  pf  rcfifting  it  fliouM 
add  to  the  impreflion  which  mud  already  Ise  made  on  his  mind. 
But  if  it  is  poflible  that  any  mode  of  refiftancc  t©  the  qoedion  of 
abolition  (hould  have  die  eSkA  to  infpire  me  with  a  greater  degre^e 
of  eameftnefs  than  I  alrcaciy  feel  on  the  fubjeft,  it  isthat  which  has 
been  attempted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  la<f . 
I  oonfefs,  that  I  am  not  a  little  indignant  at  the  mode  hi  Which  hk 
has  treated  .the  fubjeft.  The  honour  of  the  Houfc,  the  honoi/r 
of  the  legiflature,  and  regard  to  the  principles  of  the  ConiHtutioii^ 
make  me  feel  warm  upon  the  occafion.  As  for  die  general  fubjedt, 
it  has  been  already  fo  repeatedly  difeuflfedi  that  it  cannot  be  necef- 
fary  for  me  again  to  bring  it  before  your  view.  If  has  been'  this 
night  fo  ably  handled  by  the  right  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Pitt)^ 
whofeopinion  with  this  Houfe  is  likely  to  have  more  weight  dian 
mine,  that  I  will  not  venture  to  take  from  the  impreflion  of  any 
thing  he  has  faid. — I  muft  however  take  notice  of  one  allertion  df 
the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William  Young),  that  there  were 
many  matters  cleared  Up  with  rcfpcft  to  the  charafters  of  the  plan- 
ters. That  honourable  Baronet  will  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  it 
is  not  to  thofe  who  live  among  flaves,  that  I  will  naturally  look  for 
examples  of  humanity.  To  the  chaiges  which  have  been  brought 
of  the  cruel  treatment  of  flaves,  I  grant  there  may  be  many  honour- 
able exceptions.  But  when  I  am  detired  to  look  for  examples  of 
the  moft  exalted  humanity  and  benevolence  to  thofe  men,  who 
framed  the  barbarous  laws  of  Jamaica— when  I  am  referred,  as  a 
model  of  mildnefs  and  mercy  to  the  condufl  of  the  men  concerned 
in  carrying  thofe  laws  into  execution,  I-  muft  a  little  hcfitatc— 
What  muft  be  my  feelings,  when  I  read  of  laws  by  which  men  are 
condemned  to  be  expofed  in  cages  to  the  burning  influence  of  the 
fun ;  and  when  I  learn  that  fuch  laws  have  aflually  been  carried 
into  effect !  From  the  perufal  of  fuch  fa6ts  I  muft  neccflarily  re- 
coil, though,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  not  apt  to  believe  that  the 
planters  are  diftinguifhed  by  any  particular  humanity  in  the  exercife 
of  a  power  with  which,  however,  I  contend  that  no  man  ought  to  . 
fee  entrufted.     I  muft  remind  gentlemen,  that  at  prefcnt  the  qucftion 
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is  not  emancipation,  but  abolition.     How  fiar  the  aigument  of  mj 
}xonourable  friend  (Serjeant  Adair)  might  go  to  the  point  of  eman- 
cipation it  cannot  be  now  ncceifary  to  difcufe^     The  queftion  is,^-^ 
whether  wp  will  fufferahorpble  injuftice  to  be  carried  on  under  the 
ftndtion  of  our  laws.     The  queftion  i$  not  one  that  interferes  with 
the  local  jurifdiftion  of  the  Colonics;  it  is,  whether,  wc'ihall  «xeit 
9t  right,  which  undoubtedly  wcpoflcis,  to  determine  with.refpcA 
to  the  continuance  of  a  trade,  which  depends  on  ourfelves.     The 
confufion  in  thi$  ii^ftaqpe,  has  rifen  from  the  idea,  that  if  the  abo- 
lition takes  place*  it  muft  neceiTarily  be  followed  by  the  emancipa- 
tion.    I  hope  and  truft  that  it  will ;  hwt  this  point  I  leave  for  the 
flecifion  of  the  proper  Le^flature,  with  whofe  province  I  have  no 
ynih  to  interfere.     But  we  are  told  that  we  ought  not   to  join 
with  the  nqgroes  againft  their  mafters.     U^dpubtedly,  it  would  to 
US,  be  matter  of  greater  fatisfadlion,  if  we  could,  in  this  bufinefs 
obt^n  the  concurrence  of  all  the  planters.     But  how  does  this  aigu- 
fnept  agree  with  the  other  (latement  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
.  man  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  by  agreeing  to  the  abolition  we  ihsiU  afford 
W  a^umept  to  \\£kox  Hugues,  whp  will  be  enabled  to  fay,  **  The 
French  Convention  liberates  (lavcS|  the  Britifh  Parliament  takes  no 
care  of  them  ;  it  abolilhes  indeed,  the  traffic  in  flaves,  but  leaves 
to  their  fate  thofe,  who  arc  alre^^dy  in  bondage."     Indeed,  I  do 
|iot  fee  how  this  argument  can  p'^lf^bly  apply,  except  }  were  to  con^ 
ccivc  that  the  right  honourable  gcntlei;nan  was  arguing  for  the  emati- 
cipatioo.     I  think  that  it  is  not  neceifary  to  employ  nnore  than  one 
^gument  wit)^  refped)  to  (he  charadler  of  the  Houfe, ''  Did  you  not, 
four  years  ago,  pledge  yourfelves  at  this  time,  to  abolifh  the  de- 
teftable  traffic  in  human  flefh  ?"     The  honourably  Baronet  faysb 
that  the  Houfe  then  a£led  from  thp  opinion  expreflfcd  in  the  nume- 
rous petitions^  which  were  received  from  different  parts  of  the 
country.     Wliat  then,  wpuld  ypu  have  it  go  abroad,  that  the  Houfe 
fuppofed  it  right,  to  zA  from  the  opinion  of  the  public,  in  order 
to  enfure  a  little  popularity,  and  promote  their  petty  interefts  at 
eIe6Uons,  and  the  moment  that  the  preflfure  of  that  opinion  Is  with- 
drawn, conceive  themfelyes  to  be  juftificd  in  renouncing  difc  pledge 
which  they  htrd  folemnly  adopted  ?     And  what  is  the  period  at 
which  you  chufc  to  hold  up  the  Houfe  in  this  light;  after  the  pafTing 
of  the  two  bills  which  have  thrown  difficulties  in  the  ws^y  of  cx- 
prclTmg  the  pqli^lic  opinion  1     Is  it  at  fuqh  a  period  you  think  pro- 
per to  hold  put  that  /pu  are  fo  much  inclir^ed  to  favour  the  caufe  ox 
(lavery,  in  oppofition  to  truth,  jufticc,  and  humanity,  that  though 
you  formerly  truckled  to  popiibr  opiruon,  you  now  come  for>^'ard 
in  your  genuine  cplqurs^  ayid^  in  violation  of  the  moft  fol^mp  a^d 
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ddtberate  ple^,  dnnoun^e  yourfelves  the  :idvocates  and  fup^ttert 
of  flavery  }  If  any  thing  can  add  to  the  Sz^ntncy  of  the  cafe,  it 
i»  the  condiidt  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  fined 
this  quedion  cdme  before  them.  I  fuppofe  that  it  is  not  regular  irif 
thid  plade  to  artaign  the  oortdudt  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,— -and  there^ 
fore  I  will  not  arraign'  it;  But  there  is  one  ground  fuggefted  by  thKi 
right  honourable  gentleman^  on  which  t  can)  confidently  with 
ord^r^  advert  to  their  cohduQ.  He  faid,  that  the  HOiife  of  Lords 
had  as  niudi  right  tb  dieir  opinion,  as  this  Houfe  has  to  theirs* 
Now  let  tM§  (bite  Hl  cafe:  If  after  a  long  and  laborious  iriHrefiiga-^ 
lion,  on  a  point  deeply  aflTefting  the  hondur  of  the  tiationsU  eharac* 
tej-|  ^hd  the  general  interefts  of  humanity,  their  LohUhfps  hid 
coflfimuiflcated  to  us  the  refult  of  their  deliberationsi  involving  an 
llTiie  of  the  mod  prefiing  Urgeney,  atld  of  the  greateft  practical  im«> 
portance,  slrid  had  Called  upon  us  for  Our  dccifiod  t  sltid  if  we>  afte^ 
four  years,  had  cotne  to  no  rbfolution,  and  takfcn  no  notice  of  fuch 
conftmunicatioii,  I  have  tid  hefltation  td  fay^  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we 
Aould  have  betrayed  our  truft,  and  have  hdd  no  right  to  fit  as  d 
branch  of  the  Legiflature.  What  chiefly  appears  extraordinary  ts^ 
that  the  Lords  (hould  take  no  ftep  at  all  in  the  bufinefs  ;  thiit  they 
ihoUld  flinch  from  the^  proceeding,  and  abandon  it,  as  it  were,  tb 
fileAt  coiiteihpt.  Undoubtedly  every  branch  of  the  Legiflature  has 
a  right*  to  ejtpifft  from  the  others,  either  agreement  or  diflent  to  any 
niesifure,  which  it  itiay  chuib  to  bring  forward.  And  it  is  well 
knd^i)>  that  if  this  Houfe  takes  the  bufinefs  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
as  it  ought,  it  never  will  experience  fuch  mortifying  ncgle£l,  or  fuch 
contemptuous  filence.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  will  not 
deny  that  if  a  majority  of  this  Houfe  cordially  concur  as  to  the  priii* 
Cifde  of  the  abolition,  and  agree  as  to  the  neceffity  of  carrying  it  intb 
ttk&  witl^  the  fmatleift  delay,  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords  will  alfo  concut 
in  the  propriety  of  taking  fome  imifiediate  fiep6  for  the  purpofe. 
But  If  the  Hoivfe  of  Commons  never  are  in  earned  oh  the  bufinefs> 
it  is  in  vain  that  they  carry  thek  Refolutionto  the  Houfe  of  Lordf. 
That  Houfe  will  fee  through  the  pretext,  they  will  fecond  the  poli<^p 
and  will  fuppofe,  that  by  fuch  negleA  and  delay,  which  amoun^^ 
in  fad,  to  rejedlion^  they  better  comply  with  the  iii(hes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ^s  to  the  real  (late  of  thcr  qtfefiion,  than 
by  giving^  it  the  niofl:  cordial  reception,  and  the  mo(l  diligent 
attention!  If  is  necefiary  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  that 
this  repcosich  Aiould  not  attach.  In  order  to  vindicate  die  dig* 
xlity  of  their  chara^r,  and  the  confifiencey  of  thdr  proceed- 
ii^  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  (hew,  by  adopting  the  nxV 
tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentlem:^l   (Mr.  WilberfQKa)  th4t 
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1^.^  ifEfidQjti0i>  which' they  fome  years  fince  pc^fed  fiir  theaboIid<m 
df  the  (lave  trade  be  rejtSed,  it  ta  t\^  faulty  not  of  die  Comiaenftft 
bi^  of  towf^  other  part  of  the  Legiilature.  But  it  has  been  (aid» 
^b^at  if  youabcdiih  the  trade,  other  powers  wiQ  take  it  up.  This  ii 
nn  argument  which  cannot  at  all  affect  the  Une;  of  conduA  which 
we  9ie  bowad  to  purfue.  Thequeftion  is,  whether  you. have  not 
th^  power  of  completely -aboliflking  it  in  your  own  colonies?  Uo- 
ipjpilio^alily  you  have,  notwithAanding  what  has  been  uigcd,  thai 
they  w^U  (lilt  continue  to  be  fuppUcd  from  other  Powers.  Yoa 
may  ceipainly  as  eafily  put  a  fiop  lo  any  contraband  trade  of  this 
fort,  as  to  the  trade  which  was  formerly  carried  on  ia  iniporang 
provifions  from  America.  There  is  no  vigour  of  means ,•  ov  lan- 
guage of  audiQrity,  which  you  ought  not  to  employ  for  that  objcA, 
This  country  ought  to  threaten  with  independence  ey^.eolony 
which,  after  the  interdidion  of  thQ.Xqgiflature,  Ihould  ftill  per* 
fevere  to  carry  on  that  infamous  traffic.  But  it  is  farther  £ud,  diac 
even  if  the  trade  were  abolitbed  by  ui^ .  the  interefts  of  humanity 
.would  not  be  benefited,  and  that  it  would  be  carried  on  with  cir- 
cumfbnccs  of  ftill  greater  cruelty  and  oppreffion.  .  Upon  the  fsunt 
principle  9^ight  wc  juAify  every  crime.  It  mighl^  be  all€<%ed,  that 
crimes  muil  be  committed  in  fociety,  and  that  th^clbfe  we  will 
anticipate  the  criminal  purpofe,  in  order  to  prevent,  it  being  perpe* 
•crated  with  mpre  wanton  outrage,  or  determined  ferocity.  By  this 
reafoning  the  robber  might  defend  his  occupation  of  plunder ;  he 
might  iay»  **  It  is  an  advantage  to  myfelf,  and  I  eTCcicife  it  with 
lefs  wickednefs  to  others,  than  more  hardened  or  iiivag|D^  offendets.'* 
The  fame  ajgument  might  be  brought  to  es^tcnuate  the  crime  oi 
murder ;  it  might  be  alledged,  that  it  was  lefs  repiieheniible,  be- 
caufe  it  was  accompanied  with  fewer  circumibmce^  of  caocrufiating 
torture,  or  perfevering  malice.  The  right  honoitrablf  f^ntleman 
treated*  as  a  figure  of  rhetoric,  the  expreiTion,  **  to-driye  ^  lllaiiii 
ef  this  iniquitous  trafiic  from  purfelves*"  A  figure  pf  rhetoric^ 
good  Ood  !  can  any  appeal  he  more  forcible  and  impreffiye,  more 
diredUy  pradlieal,  more  powerfully  urgent }  Is  itnethii^  to  drive 
from  ourfelves  the  fhame  of  fuch  a  traf&f  at  a  .period  too  when 
great  revolutions  have  feemed,  in  future,  to  demand  a  mope  inti« 
mate  connection  between  politu:s  and  morals  ;  when  nations  affedl 
to  hold  out  the  principles  of  eternal  jufiice,  as  th^  bails  <^  their  con* 
.dud,  and  to  e(kibU(h  a  chara(Elor  (rf'fome^ing  better  than  the  arti- 
fices of  intrigue,  or  the  refources  of  their  power  i  Is  it  nothing  to 
wipe  away  the  guilt  and  the  (lain  of  a  traffic  which  the  right  honouf-* 
Jible  gentleman  has  himfelf  admitted  to  be  incenfiflent  with  hi/ma* 
l^ity  and  juftice  r     If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  mean  to  perfevevo 
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in  A(e  cradki  fyf  Hc^yeA's  f»ke  kf  ih£i»y.  At  }caft»  a(9  fri^iM^ 
Qianfully.  Let  th^m  not  uf<^>a  timid  cai^tion,  or  Ikulk  b^fi4  ibci 
ibatncfal  negligence  of  gtiicr**;  1^  them  bo|<%  and  openly  de(ilam^' 
thai  after  (hey  have  eonfeffcd  the  trade  to  be  crut^l  $ad  unjuft,  thc}^ 
(^iU  mean  to  catry  it  on  tr>  axx  unlinaited  extent..  But  the  rigHt  to* 
Qoumbie  gentlemsm  has  atledgcd  as  a  r<eaji»n  \phy  we  ought  to.^iv^ 
tome,  q^iaf t^  to  ^his  tjjade,  the  refp«<ft  which  we  owe  to  o«r  .for9* 
^picbers.  We  ought  not  ^iriboth  t<>  loed  their  memories  wUH  aU 
thutfiiiecUHiuUtion' of  g»ik  whuili  is.<^fged  upon  this  traflSc,  prio 
bra^d  with  fuqt)  harfh  epithets  a  pradice  which  they  enooucaged  by' 
tbeur  exanpple..  Reverence  for  their  charadlers^  and  regard  to  their 
nam^s  ought  to  i^nk  the  confideratlon  q£  i^jMOicci  and  ^tenuatu 
the  horror  of  cruelty.  rThc  tendency  of  mankind  to  degcneracf 
has  beeo  a  -  cammoft  topic  of  declamation  amdng  3vf ondifls  mfi 
IPcfets.  if  the  comfdaiiit  be  well,fi>undedi  we  ought  at  kafty  l^ 
g^ing  rid  as  much  as  poflible  of  the  vices  of  our  ^ndpfiorSi  to  cfh 
ddayoui:  ui  epn^nikte  for  the  {ulrticulars  in  whkh  we  fell  ffaort  o^ 
their  virtues.  But  if  antiquity  (ball  be  foand  to  fandltfy  Injuflijsii^ 
and  reverence  forformac  times  to  diminilh  the  d^eftation  of  (mi-^ 
^Ityi  if  we  (h^l  conceive  k  to  be  a  point  of  honour  to  throw  a  gloft 
oven  the  crjipe$.of  our  ^ncefiors^  while  we  are  led  from  a  (cxtk  M 
cjuty  ta  tbeir  maaes}  lo  copy  them  intq  our  ow0  pra<3i^c^  then  fmlf 
0ie  prediction  of  the  poet  will  be  fulfilled  i-r^ 

'*  ^fas  Parentuntf  fejor  avis  tultf 
'  '*^  Nos  nrqui$resj  mox  daturos 
"  Progcnieki  viti^orein\* 

It  was  amu^ng  ehough,  however,  to  hear  Ae  r%ht  .hottourablsr 
gontleman^  talk  Qf  this  pious  venpnation  (ot  the  memorfes  <4<Mf  Wi^ 
ceftors,  f^is  chpfitable  covering  for  their  iuHngs,  and  d<fn:p^  aij. 
J»arlbne&  of  obloquy,  and  geii6ral  terms  of  condenmation  u  3ppU^ 
lp  the  Have  triid^,  which  be  had  himfislf  prevtoufly  ^mifbrf  tp  te 
kiconfident  with  juAice  and  humanity.  After  this  adi|i}0iptlf  ft 
Hiiglit.have  bees  fiippofed  that  few  epitbotscQuld  have  been  9ddcd  of 
9GKm  ftvere  obloquy,  or  more  general  eondemnation.  I  iball  Qffit 
tainly  give  my  vote  for  thp  motion  of  the  honourable  gentl^« 
maa  (Mr.  Wilbcrforceu)  The  honourable  gentlen^an  (Mo 
Dundas)  objeded  that  the  trade  ought  not  to  be  abolilh^  iminedir 
ately>  and  inftanced  Grenada,  whkh  was  by  no  nrpim  in  %  04iir 
Ifipe  for  the  abolition^  ,and  would  nequire  for  that  purpoip  9  fPrin^ 
OS  long  as  bad.been.  gramtd  from  the  date  of  the  former  irdTdbition* 
That  was  a  point  which  would  come  regidariy  to  be  difoiiSsd  in  th^ 
CommitteCy  and  th^re  if  it  (hould  be  found  expedient,  th^  period  pf 
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4ht  abbfitloii  migbt  be  fixed  for  1799.  As  to  the  plan  of  die  n^t 
honourable  gentleman  to  eflfeA  the  abdition  by  calculations  with 
idpe£t  t6  the  ages  of  the  negroes  iiftported,  I  rouft  remark,  that 
tfaofe  who  think  it  impoffible  at  once  to  aboliih  the  trade,  and  yet 
oonoeive  that  the  obje£t  may  be  effected  by  fueh  regulations  as  thde, 
ftrain  at  fmall  difficulties,  and  fwallcw  laige  oned.  It  has  been 
fiated,  that  it  would  be  defitable  for  us  to  proeeed  ^ith.  the  oonctir- 
rence  of  th^:  gentlemen  intereAed :  experience^  hoiitrevcr,  has  (hewn 
that  we  cannot  hope  to  obtain  it.  We  do  not  pretend  t5  lc;^(tice 
for  them  on  the  point  of  emancipatibn,  nor  ou^t  we,  fo.faf  as  fb- 
lates  to  the  abolition,  to  fuffer  them  to  l^iflate  for  us.  The  quef- 
tion  is,  whether  the  Houfc,  by  its  prefent  deciHon,  (hall  (hew  kM£ 
to  have  been  hypocritical  or  honourable  in  its  former  declaration. 
It  is  even  of  more  importance — it  is  whether  the  nation,  after  pre- 
tendiiig  to  fpend  oceans  df  blood,  arid  millions  of  money,  in  the 
caufe  of  Religion,  Social  Orderi  and  Humanity^  (hall  continue  to 
carry  on  this  (hameful  and  unprincipled  traffic,  and  by  a  condu&  lb 
Inconiiftent  with  its  profeAlons^  fo  injurious  to  its  honour,  ihall 
incur  the  chaige  of  the  vlleft  fimulation,  or  the  mod  hardened  ef- 
frontery. It  is  furely  a  point  of  no  fmall  importance,  whetber« 
under  thefe  circumftances,  the  Legiflature  (hall  permit,  and  to  per« 
mit  is  in  fome  cafes  to  enjoin,  the  continuance  of  a  trade,  whldi^ 
after  a  long  and  laborious  invcftigation^  they  have  pronounced  to  be 
inconfiftcnt  with  Humanity  and  Judicc.  But  the  honourable  Baionet 
(Sir  William  Young)  has  difcovefed  a  hew  reafon  why  we  (hould 
not  agree  to  the  abolition.  He  has  (aid.  that  we  ipuft  look  to  an 
indemnity  for  the  expence  we  have  incurred  in  the  profecution  of  the 
prdent  waf .  And  t^here  are  we  too  look  for  it  ?  In  the  Well 
^dics.— *-So  that  we  (hall  i^ant  Mh  cargoes  of  (laves,  iri  order  6> 
cultivate  our  new  territorial  acquifitions,  and  fo  to  render  Aesh  pro- 
dufiiye  as  to  conl^itute  an  adequate  indemnity.  So  that  it  turns 
out  at  laft,  that  the  regard  of  thofe  crufaders  in  the  aiufe  6f  Social 
Ofder>  Juftice^  Religion  and  Humanity  is  to  be  an  itiereitfed  profit 
on  the  (lave  trade !  I,  for  one,  never  can  confent  that  the  countrf 
flbould  purchafc  an  indemnity  at  fuch  a  price.  •  Whether  the  motion 
(hall  fucceed  or  not,  I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  ta  thcrig^t  honouralble 
gentleman,  my  thanks  for  bringing  it  on,  and  my  confidence  that 
he  Will  never  fuiicr  the  quedion  to  reft  till  it  is  finally  decided.  If 
we  are  influenced  by  any  fenfe  of  duty  to  ourfelves,  by  any  honouT'* 
able  principle  of  adion,  we  will  not  fuffer  a  fefTion  to  pafs  o«ef 
,  without  bringing  forward  the  fubjd(fl  for  confideration.  It  is  ^  foil- 
je£t  which  becomes  peculiarly  uigent  from  the  (ituation  of  the  Well 
ladles.  Whence  arifesour  wcakhcfs  in  that  quarter }  Why  are  we 
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fj  extremely  vulnerably  on  evhy  fide  ?  From  the  exlfience  of  that 
abominable  flav«  trade ;  which  is  as  miferably  impolitic  as  it  isodi- 
pufly  ynjiilt*  The  motion  is  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abclifh 
the  flave  trade  at  a  time  to  be  limited.  In  the  Committee  |  cer- 
tainly (hall  vote  for  the  earliefl  day  that  (hall  be  propofed.  It  is 
now  about  eight  or  nine  years  (ince  the  fubje£t  was  firft  brought  for* 
ward,  and  if  the  Houfe  keep  their  word,  they  cannot  avoid  taking 
fome  decifive  ftcp.  It  was  matter  of  joy  to  us,  when  we  learned, 
that  the  (lave  trade  was  tQ  be  abQli(h^d  in  Penmark ;  but  when  af* 
terwards  we  undcrftood  that  (he  period  of  the  abolition  was  not  to 
take  place  till  thp  year  |8oo»  our  fatJsfa£liop  09%  thc  pcoafion  was 
converted  into  contempt  and  ridicule.  At  pre(enty  *  I  fee:  no  proba- 
bility that  the  century  will  put  an  end  to  this  iliaipc  of  Great 
Britran.  '1  cannot  fubmit  t6  fandiion  this  infamous  traffic  by  mere 
regulations ;  there  are  fome  things  fo  bad,  that  even  to  regulate 
them,  is  in  fome  meafure  to  participate  in  their  criminality.  Let 
us  fend  the  bill  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  if  it  is  there  rejcded,  let 
us  fend  it  up  feiTipn  afcpr  felTion.  Satisfied  with  the  grounds  on 
which  we  have  brought  the  meafure  forward,  let  the  perfeverance 
of  our  exertions  correfpond  with  the  jufiice  and  humanity  of  our 
caufe,  and  let  us  at  leaft  [M'Qve  that  we  fli^U  not  be  wanting  to  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  ou|r  cfaaradcr  ^nd  the  confiflency  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr,  ADDINGTON  felt  confidAablc  embarraflTment  upon  this 
fubje6t.  Had  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  he  (hould 
have  voted  for  the  refolutions  of  j  792,  becauiie  he  was  an  enemy 
to  the  trade,  and  thought  it  ought  to  be  aboli(hed,  but  he  tbougl^ 
it  (hould  be  nbolilhed  gradually.  An  idea  had  occurred  to  him  that 
it  might  be  aboli(hed  by  an  improvement  in  the  bill  of  an  honour^r 
able  Barqnet  (Sir  W-  Dolbeq)  by  making  a  rapid  increafe  in  tb^ 
|>roportion  of  the  tonnage  of  (hips  carrying  (laves,  fo  ihzt  it  might 
foon  become  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  traffic* 

IVf  r.  BARH AM  profe(red  a  defirc  to  fee  the  trade  abolidied,  but 
thought  it  dangerous  to  attempt  it  at  this  time. 

Mr.  WILBERFQRCE  in  a  (hort  reply  fummed  up  the  argq^ 
ment^  of  his  opponetits,  and  r^-fUted  what  had  already  been  urged 
in  fiiYOur  of  the  abolition. 

The  If  pufe  divided. 

For  Mr.  Wilberfbrce's  motion       93, 
AgainAit  -  •  67. 

Leave  being  given  to  bring  in  the  bill ;  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc,  Sir 
W.  Dolben,  Mr.  Sergeant  Adair,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 
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Friday,  February   igth. 

General  SMITH  moved,  '*  That  copies  of  the  orders  and 
regulations  fent  by  tlie  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  to 
their  different  Governments  relative  to  the  relief  of  their  militarf 
officersi  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,"  which,  after  fonac  convcrfa- 
tiofi  between  General  Smith  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ttOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Vote  of  Credit 
bill. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  though  he  had  uniformly  oppofcd  the 
prefent  war,  he  had  never  oppofcd  the  fupplies  to  carry  it  on.  Ac- 
cording to  his  urtdcrftandf  ng  of  the  matter,  the  conftitutional  view 
on  ^liich  the  vote  of  credit  was  ctonfidered  was,  that  after  the  efti- 
tn^tes  of  the  year  were  provided,  a  fum  of  money  was  entniftcd  to 
the  dlfcretion  of  Miniflcrs  to  anfwer  any  extraordinary  fcrvtces  that 
Itiight  oecur  during  the  recefs  of  Pariiament,  and  for  which  no  prc- 
dfc  provifion  could  be  made.  For  this  reafon  it  had  been  the  tin- 
Variable  practice  to  propofe  fuch  a  vote  near  the  conclufion  of  the 
feflion.  On  this  occafion  he  was  furprifcd  that  the  oppofitc  courfe 
had  been  taken,  and  that  at  fo  early  a  period  this  provifion  (hould 
be  iettledi  This  circumftance  convinced  him  of  what  he  had  heard 
}n{inuated,  that  the  public  expences  were  not  fairly  (Uted,  and  that 
the  fums  voted  for  die  eftlmates  of  this  year  were  to  be  applied  to 
the  deficiencies  of  laft,  and  that  this  vote  of  credit  was  therefore 
called  for  at  an  unufual  period,  to  be  diverted  to  purpofes  totally^ 
different  from  its  proper  dcftination»  He  was  informed  that  every 
department  of  Government,  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Ordnancej 
the  Civil  Lift,  were  all  in  arrear ;  and  he  was  cautious,  therefore, 
of  putting  into  the  hands  of  Minifters  money  that  might  not  be  ap- 
plied to  its  true  purpofc.  He  would  wifli,  if  poffible,  that  fomo 
regulation  could  be  devifed  to  extend  to  the  application  of  profpeflivc 
expences,  for  If  Minifters  did  apply  the  fums  raifed  by  the  vote  of 
credit  to  the  deficiencies  with  which  the  Public  were  unacquainted^ 
the  moft  valuable  prerogative  of  the  Honfe,  as  ftewards  of  the 
Public,  would  be  violated.  He  would  wi(h,  for  thefe  reafons, 
that  the  confidcration  of  the  report  (hould  be  poftponed,  and  the 
bill  rca)mmittcd  ;  and  though  he  would  not  divide  the  Hoiife  opon 
it,  hv  fnw  no  di  fad  vantage  that  could  rcfult  from  its  adoption.  He 
thcrti'orc  moved,  **  that  the  report  be  taken  into  confideration  this 
dav  tlirce  wcckt^.* 

Mr.  ROSE'  ndmirted,  that  it  Was  ufual  to  call  for  the  vote  of 
crctiit  ar  a  later  p.riod  of  the  fcfllon,  and  thought  tlic  obj^flions, 
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though  unimportant,  might  have  been  made  earlier.  He  did  not 
fee  that  any  harm  coutd  refult  fiom  the  application  of  the  fums  con- 
tained in  the  vote  of  credit  to  other  obje^  than  thofe  alluded  to  hj 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  he  believed  fu9h  applications  had 
\>ecn  frequent.  He  was  of  opinion  diat  much  inconvenience  would 
refult  from  the  delay  propofed. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  the  thinnefs  of  the  Hoofe,  when 
Immenfe  fums  of  money  were  voted,  made  it  impoflible  to  ftatfc 
objedtions  earlier.  He  viewed  the  fubjed  in  the  fame  light  with 
)iis  honourable  iriendy  and  was  glad  it  had  been  taken  up.  The 
public  intereft  required  that  peculiar  attention  fliould  he  paid  to  the 
application  of  the  fupplies  at  futth  a  period  as  this. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  wiftied  the  Inconvenience  that  would 
refult  from  delay  to  be  explained. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr,  Rofe  and  Mr.  Grey,  thi 
motion  was  negatived  without  a  diviiion. 

Mr.  Grey  moved,  "  that  accounts  of  the  fums  received  on 
the  loan  of  1 795,  up  to  the  1 2d\  of  September,   1795 — of  fums 
received  for  the  Lottery  of  1 796— on  the  Land  and  Malt  t;ix — ^^th^. 
Vote  of  Credit  of  1795,  up  to  the  fame  period,  with  various  other 
money  papers,  ihould  be  Isdd  on  the  tabic." — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ByRTON  moved,  that  Ae  Weftminftcr  Police  afl  (hould 
be  read ;  which  being  done,  he  faid,  that  after  an  experiment  of 
the  effeAs  of  that  zA  which  had  at  iirft  been  pflfed  for  a  limited 
period,  he  now  rofe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  render  it  perpe* 
tual.  T^e  obje<ft  of  the  bill  was  well  knownj  and  the  circum- 
llances  under  which  it  had  been  introduced  would  be  rccoUedJeit 
formerly  the  Magiftrates  of  \Yeftmlafter  were  fo  defpifed,  and  their 
praftices  fo  difgraceful,  that  they  received  the  appellation  of  trading 
juftices,  from  the  traffic  in  Vice  which  they  maintained,  and  the 
encouragement  which  tfiey  gi^ve  to  the  licentioufndfs  of  the  lowet 
ciaflesoftbe  people,  whofe  irregularities  they  inflamed,  and  whoft 
litigations  they  promote^  for  their  own  pecuniary  advantage;  They 
were  in  the  ufe  by  thf ir  artifices  to  fwell  tlic  number  of  difputcs, 
and  to  foment  difturbanccs,  in' order  to  incrcafe  the  emoluments  of 
their  own  fituations.  The  number  of  rccognixarices  which  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year  ufed  to  be  entered,  was  about  ao,pbo',  which, 
under  the  prefcnt  fyftcm,  had  dccrcafed  to  a  third  of  that  number, 
and  the  commitments,  upon  which  frequently  nothing  proceeded, 
had  decr<^fed  in  the  fame  proportion.  The  fums  which  were  le^ 
vied  upon  the  lowed  claffes  of  the  people  by  the  litigations  in  whicl^ 
they  wercencouraged,  and  the  commitments  on  account  of  diftur- 
Ranees  to  which  they  were  incited  for  pecuniary  purpofcsi  ^ippuhted 
'     Y^i-XLV.''  N  ^ 
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tp  no  Iqfs  than,  ooool.  annualljr,  a  fum  now  faved  to  thofe  who 
were  lead  able  to  fuAain  fuch  a  burden.  The  adl  whij:h  he  movoi 
for  perpetuating  had  banUhed  thefe  mal-pradlice^  and  had  efta^ 
^lifh^  the  police  of  the  metropolia  on  the  mofl  favourable  footing. 
With  the  experience  they  had  of  the  purity  of  the  admiivftration  of 
judice^  in  confequence  of  its  opcFatiomi  of  the  fuppreflfion  of  the  de- 
predations on  the  pxx>pertiels,  and  the  diminution  of  danger  to  tho 
perfons  of  the  members  of  the  community,  t^e  was  confident  that 
the  reafons  ffx  ms^intaining  it  were  rendered  iadifputable.  firoiQ  tho 
ialuts^ry  effefl:  it  had  produced. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid,  that  hq  would  flatc  very 
ihortlythe  reafons  which  induced  him  to  give  h)S;  negative  to  the 
prcfjnt  motion.  The  bill  had  been  refiftcd  upon  its  firft  introducr, 
lion  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr..  Windham)  no  longer 
on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  fame  aj^uments  that  formerly 
bad  been  ufed  remained  the  fame,  or  wcuoe  ftrengthened,  when  the 
iluratioa  of  the  .bill  was  conddcred.  At  iirA  it  had  been  only  de-r 
^fended  upon  the  plea  of  neceflity,  and  of  the  danger  that  arofe  from 
|be  number  of  robberies  and  depredations.  *  Notwichftanding  the 
operation  of  this  ad,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  number  of  robberies 
jwas  diminilhed,  as  thedai(y  pap<srs  were  filled  with  accoimts  of  fuch 
attempts,  and  the  complaints  of  t^eii)  were  frequent.  The  patroi\« 
fige  of  the  Crown  w^s  increafed  by  k,  in  a  very  uncommon  degree^ 
lin4  in  a  very  exceptionable  manner.  The  perfons  who  enjoy  the 
ofEce  of  j^flices  were  appointed  by  the  Crown,  reqioveable  at 
pleafure,  and  naturally  poflefled  a  great  inducnce  over  the  people^ 
which  might  be  exercifed  whenever  Government  mi^  chufe  to 
4ire£l.  The  b[ll  itfejf  confened  a  power  unkqown  to  the  Confti- 
tution,  as,  by  tl}e  oath  of  a  fingle  individual,  apy  n^an  in  the  king- 
liQn^  might  be  t^ken  up  a^  a  vagrant  or  pickpocket,  and  thus  be 
x:xpoied  to  all  the  horrors  of  imprifonmept.  It  encouraged  perjury » 
for  by  tjie  a£V,  \x.  \yas  difficult  to  convicl  a  perfoqqf  thij^  crime,  and 
by  this  mCfir^  tended  to  leffen  (be  moral  veperation  aq^MmpoGng 
folemnity  of  an  oath.  The  expencp  which  this  aft  occafiqned  was 
likewife  defcrving  ferious  attention ;  and  upon  the  whole  he  \va»  de-^ 
cidedly  hoftile  to  the  mcafure,  and  would  tak;e  every -opjportunity  to 
oppofe  it. 

The  SECRETARY  A^  Wi\R  faid,  he  perhaps  Nyould  have 
been  (ilent  pn  the  fubjetSt,  had  he  not.  b^en  perfonally  alluded  tp  by 
the  Noble  Lord.  It  was  true  he  had  oppofed  the  meafi^re  on  Its 
iirft  introduction  in  a  general  way  :  but  his  principal  objection  was 
jp  that  part  of  it  by  which  any  man  might  be  committed  as  a  vag- 
XiiiK  or  pIckpocE^etupon  the  iingle  oath  uf  an  individual.     Upon  this 
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hcadhhis  obje6^ioite  Wore  not  removed,  and  his  general  fentiment^ 
of  the  bill  were  hot  altered.  What  he  had  thought  of  it  fohfierly, 
he  thought  flill.  Then  it  Was  only  an  experiment,  which  feemdA 
to  have  perfeAly  fucceeded,  ^  and  upon  that  experience  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  continued.  The  perfons  who  exercifed 
the  office  of  Jufticc  of  the  Peace  under  it,  were  men  of  the  greateft 
rcfpe£tability,  fome  of  whom  he  perfonally  knew,  and  others  by 
charadter,  and  he  was  convinced  that  they  all  difcharged  their  duty 
with  the  utmoft  fidelity  and  attention.  It  was  evident  that  the 
police  of  the  metropolis  had  been  improved  by  this  a£t  It  was 
no  doubt  true  that  patronage  Was  annexed  to  the  Crown ;  but  every 
meafure  of  a  iimilar  nature  would  have  the  fame  cSe&  ;  nor  was 
this  confideration  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  advantage  of  a 
regular,  vigilant,  and  aflive  police.  Even  when  ths  formet 
Jufiices  fubfided  the  fame  complaint  of  influence  was  ufed.  Upoii 
the  whole  he  Was  perfuaded  the  meafure  was  ufeful,  and  though 
he  could  be  ghd  that  the  claufe  to  which  he  objciSed  could  be  re* 
moved,  yet  this  was  not  fufficient  to  juftiiy  the  rejedlion  of  a  plah 
Vhieh  had  already  produced  the  moft  beneficial  .efFcfls. 

General  SMITH  was  decidedly  againft  the  bill ;  the  precedent 
k  created  was  bad,  and  might  be  employed  for  the  W6r(l  purpofeis. 
Though  he  had  originally  voted  for  it,  in  the  change  of  circum- 
ftances  that  had  taken  place,  he  would  now  give  it  his  negative. 
The  z&s  that  had  lately  paiTed  conferred  upon  magldrates  a  degree 
of  power  which  was  highly  dangerous  ;  but  which,  when  Judices 
dependent  upon  the  Crown  were  called  to  eJtetcifc,  there  was  little 
impartiality  or  freedom  to  be  expcftcd. 

Mr.WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  it  was  rteceffery  in  the  me- 
tropolis to  pay  perfons  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  a  Juftice^ 
becaufe  the  office  could  not  be  exercifed  as  in  the  Country,  for  the 
confequence  attached  to  it,  and  therefore  men  who  Would  otherwife 
fupport  themfelves  in  a  profeffional  purfuit,  Were  to  be  induced  to 
'undertake  a  talk  aS  a  means  of  fubfiftenCe,  which  other  wife  theif 
avocations  would  hot  permit  them  to  fulfil.  The  great  objcft  was 
to  find  proper  magiClrates,  and  they  could  not  be  procured  but  by 
making  the  fituation  refpcaable.  As  to  the  otpcn^e  he  difFcrcd 
entirely  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  and  thought  the  fala-* 
Hcs  of  Juftlces  too  fmall,  and  on  a  future  occaAo^  be  intended  to 
tnove  for  their  increafe. 

Mr.  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  RQBINSON  reprobated  the  bjll,  and  contcnde-i,  that 
it  was  founded  upon  that  dcfire  to  extend  the  infJncncc  of  the  Crown, 
which  charadtcrifcd  every  aft  of  the  prcfcnt  MiniAcr's  adminillra- 
lion.  N     2 
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Mr.  FOX  faid  he  was  forry  that  the  right  honoutablc  gentle- 
man oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Windham)  had  fo  totally  altered  his 
'ophiion  of  the  prefent  meafure.     He  had  formerly  oppofed  the  bill, 
but  now  the  objcflion  which  he  then  fo  powerfully  infifted  upon  had 
decreafed  in  importance,  and  he  was  ready  to  compromife  thofe 
principles  of  juftice  he  bad  fo  ftrongly  urged,  to  a  motive  of  con- 
venience which  he  now  began  to  difcover.  He  was  likewife  forry  at 
the  change,  bccaufe  he  had  cxpcScd  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  have  joined  in  oppofttion  to  the  meafure  with  that 
additional  weight  which  refulted  from  his  official  fituation.     The 
patronage  which  it  conferred  upon  the  Crown  was  to  him  a  matter 
of  infinite  confequence.     He  would  not  enter  into  a  comparifon  of 
the  refpcdiye  modes  in  which  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  in- 
creafed,  or  the  particular  importance  of  the  inftances :  perhaps  to 
fome  it  appeared  already  fo  immenfe,  that  a  new  accefnon  was 
hardly  deferving  of  obfcrvadon.     He,  however,  wasofadifierent 
opinion.     He  thought  that  fo  much  was  derived  from  the  money 
tranfadions  to  which  the  ftate  of  our  finances  gave  rife,  fo  much 
from  the  creation  of  new  offices,  that  every  addition  (hould  be  care- 
fully watched  and  firmly  oppofed.     Sony  he  was  to  fee  that  lately 
the  ufelefs  appendage  of  law  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office 
had  been  revived,  and  beflowed  upon  a  perfon  for  whom  he  had^  ^ 
high  perfonal  refpedl,  a  conlideration  which  he  would  not  allow  to 
influence^  his  judgement  of  the  tranfa6Uon.     But  has  the  bill  in 
iqueillon  fuccc^dcd  in  its  objed  ?     He  would  be  happy  to  hear  fo, 
though  he  fliould  at  the  fame  time  be  furprifed.     Has  there  been 
any  decreafc  in  the  number  of  robberies  i     On  the  contraiy  w« 
heard  of  them  every  day,  and  fome  of  the  moft  atrocious  nature. 
The  war,  terrible  as  its  efFe£b  might  be,  produced  this  good  efFe£t, 
that  it  diminifhed  the  number  of  profligate  and  diforderly  perfons 
in  the  metropolis,  and  to  this  might  be  attributed  any  improvement 
that  had  appeared.     The  diminutbn  of  th«  number  of  recogni- 
sances, though  true,  did  not  prove  that  robberies  were  lefs  frequent. 
Some  part  of  his  objedlion  to  the^  bill  would  be  removed,  if  the 
claufe  relative  to  the  commitment  on  the  oath  of  any  individual  were 
omitted,  though  tliis  would  by  no  means  reconcile  him  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  bill.     The  evil  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown  would  remain 
an  objection  which  could  not  eafily  be  obviated.     The  regulation 
of  the  police  in  the  metropolis  was  important,  as  it  in  fome  meafure 
fcrved  to  gaide  the  opinion  of  the  reft  of  the  country,  and  there- 
fore ftiould  be  guarded  from  influence.     Every  mode  of  adminifler- 
Ing  jufUcc  in  fome  meafure  added  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
but  this  adl  In  a  particular  ounnec,     It  would  be  very  defirablc  if 
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the  Lord  Licdtcfiaht  of  the  County  of  Middlefcx  could  be  made  a 
ricfponfiblc  charauftcr,  apd  appointed  to  fupcrintend  the  conduft  olF 
the  Jufticcs-  That  office  was  unoccupied  when  the  bill  6rft  paffcd, 
but  now  was  hdd  by  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  charafler.  He  was 
forry  he  had  not  heard  the  opening  of  the  honourable  gcntlemaa 
who  made  the  motion,  as  he  could  not  know  the  grounds  on  which 
he  recommended  the  meafure ;  but,  if  he  Hated  that  the  number 
of  robberies  was  diminiihed,  he  could  not  fubicribe  to  an  opinion 
fo  contrary  to  appearances.  Even  were  this  the  cafe,  however,  hp 
could  not  affcnt  to  the  bill.  Some  other  meafure  might  be  devifed 
to  attain  the  fame  end,  without  being  liable  to  the  fame  objeAioiis, 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  followed  indeed,  with  fome  more  moderation,  the  high- 
flown  obfervations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  him, 
upon  the  to^cs  of  the  incrcafing  influence  <>f  the  Crown.  To  th^ 
he  would  not  at  prefent  reply,  but  when  the  fubjcd  was  fpecially 
brought  forward,  he  was  rcadyto  meet  them  upon  the  point.  It 
was  a  clear  |)ropofition  that  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  people 
could  not  be  protected  without,  in  fome  deg^,  enlarging  the  power 
of  the  Executive  Government,  to  which,  by  the  Conftitution,  this 
deprtment  belonged.  The  gpneral  declamation  which  had  been 
littered,  then,  only  went  to  this,  that  unlefs  all  magiftracies  werv 
abolifhed,  influence  could  not  be  extirpated.  The  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations,  talked  of  other 
meafures  being  adopted,  but  had  never  done  any  thing  like  prt)po- 
£ng  any  plan,  except  when  ne  faid  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  die 
County  of  Mkldlefex  fliould  be  made  to  fupcrintend  the  conduct  qF 
the  Magiftratcs.  When  the  bill  was  introduced  there  was  indeed 
no  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  there  were  pcrfons  who  performed  the 
duties  annexed  to  that  fituation,  yet  the  complaints  againft  their 
condu3  zt  that  time  were  loud  and  general.  While  die  right 
honourable  gentleman  thus  hinted  at  a  mode  by  which  the  magif- 
tratcs might  be  fuperintcndedy  he  did  not  know  how  gtxxi  ones  were 
to  be  obtained  under  the  clrrumflanccs  that  prevailed  previous  to 
this  a&.  But  the  fame  dcpcndancc  formerly  exifted  among  the 
Jufticcs.  Government  enjoyed  the  fame  patronage,  while  the  clia- 
rafter  of  the  ivlagiftrates*  rendered  them  the  fitteft  inftruments  of 
improper  purpofes.  "With  rcfpciS  to  the  claufe  objected  to,  it  cer- 
tainly defcrved  attention,  and  if  the  objedl  of  the  bill  could  bp 
cffedled  without  it,  he  fliould  be  very  glad  to  lay  it  afidc.  .  It  had 
been  faid  that  robberies  prevailed  ftill.  This,  however,  only  proved 
that  it  had  not  entirely  fuppreffcd  robbcn'  4  yet  if  it  had  produced 
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fh'^  advantages  already  enumerated,  no  iober  or  difpaflfionate ,man 
could  Kefitate  in  giving  it  his  fupport. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  that  he  could  not  help  taking  up  the  arrogartt 
challenge  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thrown  out  in 
the  beginning  of  his  fpeech.  He  would  undertake  to  prove  that  the 
fjrftcm  of  influence  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  was  car- 
ried to  a  height  unknown  in  any  former  period.  He  would  prove 
that  the  revival  of  tht  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
creation  of  other  new  offices,  coft  more  than  twice  the  fum  which 
was  faved  to  the  public  by  th«  a£t  called  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  fupported. 
He  took  a  view  then  of  the  bill,  and  contended  that  it  was  highly 
dangerous,  in  point  of  influence  efpecially,  when  coupled  with  fuch 
aAs  as  thofe  which  had  lately  been  paflfed. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  (iaiid,  that  at  the  period  when  the  bill 
was  flril  introduced,  univerfal  complaints  prevailed  of  the  danger 
of  robberies,  complaints  jthat  were  every  day  made  at  the  Secretary 
of  State's  oflicc,  none  of  which  now  were  heard  of.     He  was  fur- 
prized  to  hear  it  faid,  that  no  improvement  in  this  refped  had  taken 
place  in  the  (ituation  of  the  metropolis.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded  to  atrocious  robberies,  but  he  did  not  ad- 
vert that  thcfe  were  no  ways  conne£led  with  the  operation  of  ihh 
fcill,  and  were  perpetrated  beyond  the  jurifdifiion  of  the  Juftices. 
They  would  not  complain  furely  that  the  aflivity  of  the  Magiftrates 
had  bani(hed  thefe  depredators  from  the  capital,  and  driven  theni 
in  greater  nun)bers  to,  the  country.     It  was  indifputable  that  pick- 
pockets and  other  pcrfons  of  this  defcription  were  no  longer  fuch 
nuifances  to  places  of  public  refort  as  formerly,  and  that  in  mafiy 
tefpedts  the  date  of  die  police  wa^  improved.     No  bad  eflPedh  had 
refultcd  from  the  particular  plaufe  againft  which  fome  objeAiond 
Were  entertained.     The  oath  was  a  folemn  one,  and  it  was  not  t6 
be  dreaded  it  would  be  lightly  taken.     It  had  already  tended  t6 
difpcrFe  thofe  aflfemblles  of  pickpockets  which  had  been  formerly 
fo  troublefome,  arid  reduced  them  to  the  greateft  apprehenlion  frort 
the  interference  of  the  police  oflSccrs.-— Much  had  been  faid  of  the 
facility  of  devifing  a  plan  free  from  fuch  objediorf^  as  the  prefent ; 
but  fince  no  plan  had  been  offered  by  the  right  honourable  gende- 
man  (Mr.  Fox)  who  was  bound  to  do  every  thing  for  the  accomo- 
dation of  his  conflitucnts,  and  whofe  abilities  qualified  him  fo  emi- 
nently to  perform  the  talk,  had  it  been  pra(^icable  ;  this  of  itfelf 
was  a  convincing  proof  that  no  fuch  plan  could  be  fuggefted.     He 
would  therefore  fupport  the  motion. 

The  qucHion  was  ttwn  put,  and  tkc  motion  carried  without  a 


Teb.m.]  debates.        •  9$ 

divifion.     Mr.  Secretary  Dandas,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  WUber- 
force,  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill, 

Monday  February ,  2  2d. 

General  SMITH,  undcrftanding  that  the  tax  on  printed  cottons 
was  to  be  fubftituted  by  another,  thought  the  Houfe  (hould  be  made 
acquainted  with  thereafons  on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  altered  his  opinion.  The  Houfe  having  agreed  to  the  tax,  had 
certainly  a  right,  he  conceived,  to  an  explanation  on  that  fubjc(^,  as. 
they  were  no  way  privy  to  the  converfation  that  took  place  between 
thjc  Mihifter  and  the  merchants  concerned.^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  the  explanation  required  would 
come  more  properly  when  he  propofed  a  fubftitute  for  the  tax. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  obferved,  that  Mr.  Pitt's  notice  relative, 
to, the  alteration  of  the  poor  laws,  which  was  given  the  other  night 
in  his  abfcrice,  fupcrfeded  the  neceflity  of  any  farther  motion  on 
his  part,  ^e  took  for  granted,  that  the  alteration  propofed  was  in 
conforrfiity  to  ideas  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  debate  which 
lately  took  place  on  that  fubjc6l,  and  therefore  was  ready  to  pro- 
ipifc  every  fupport  in  his  power  to  the  motion.  Thq  right  honour-. 
able  gentleman's  notice  feem'cd  to  intimate  a  change  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  when  the  alteration  fuggefted  was  proper,  for^'  uhlefs  he 
had  mis-conceived  him  on  the  night  of  the  debate,  he  had  then  cx- 
prefled  an  opinipn,  that  an  immediate  change  of  the  poor  laws 
would  be  very  improper.  Whether  he  himfelf  was  miftakcn  irt 
that  conception,  gr  :pvhether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fo 
changed  his  opinion, .  he  was  equally  riejoiced  to  find,  that  the  Houfe 
not  only  looked  Svitlj  pompaffion  on  .the  fufFerings  of  the  poor,  but 
were  likely  to  ad6|^  fpcedy  and  effc<flual  means  of  relieving  them. 
As  preparatory  to  tl)c  inveftigafidn  of  Mr.  Pitt's  motion,  he  con- 
cluded by  moving,  **  That  'the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  2 1  ft  of 
James  I.  the  two. fundamentalftatutcs  concerning  the  poor,  be  now 
're<id,  artd  referred  to  the  confideratibh  of  the  Houfe  on  Wednef- 
day  fe'nnight,"  the  ,day  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  brihjg;  forward  his  nVotioh. 

Agreed  to. 
.  Mr.  WILBERFpRCE  brought  iip  the  bill  for  abolllhmg  the 
flave  trade  at  a  time  to  bp  limited,  purfuant  to  the  Refolution  of 
the  ConAmitlce  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Thurfday  laft.  It  was  read 
a  firft  tiipe,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday 
fe'nnight,  for  which  day  Mr.  Grey's  motion  on  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion ftood ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  any  delay  of  this  important 
^cafore,  be  agreed  to  poftponc  his  motion  till  next  Monday  ^^  cck. 
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The  prder  pf  the  day  iras  read  fqr  the  third  readingpf  the  Vote 
of  Credit  bill. 

Mr.  GREY  ftatcd,  that  on  Friday  laft  he  had  taken  notice  of  the 
irregularity  of  introdudog  a  vote  of  credit  at  (o  early  a  period  of  the 
feflion,  when  he  was  informed^at  his  obje^ons  vrould  come 
with  more  propriety,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
was  prefent,  and  that  great  inconvenience  was  likely  to  rcfult  from 
ihe  delay  which  he  prc^fed.  As  he  thought  the  bufinefs  required 
feme  explanation,  he  reflated  what  he  then  urged,  that  in  the  fidl 
place  a  vote  of  credit  was  ufually  pafTed  to  provide  for  fomc  extra- 
ordinary or  unforefcen  expence  which  bad  been  incurred,  when 
Parliament  was  not  fitting,  which  in  fuch  ca(c  would  be  fpecifically 
ftatcd  i  or  for  fome  expences  likely  to  be  incurred  when  Parliamei>{ 
was  not  fitting,  which  were  not  forcTecn  at  the  time  the  eflimates 
were  made  oiit  and  laid  before  them ;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  that  it  yfZ^ 
the  uniform  practice  to  make  it  the  laft  bufinefs  of  the  feflion.  He 
nad  taken  the  pains  to  examine  the  form  and  manner  of  former 
votes  of  credit,  and  he  found,  that  from  the  year  |[7^6,  which 
was  at  the  time  of  the  war  before  the  laft,  as  well  asr' during  the 
American  war,  no  vote  of  credit  was  ever  introduced  till  a  few  days 
before  the  end  of  the  feflion.  VVhcn  the  prefent  vote  of  crcciit 
therefore  was  brought  forward  at  this  early  period,  and  when  ojie- 
fourth  of  the  taxes  was  yet  to  be  provided  for,  he  had  ftrong  rcafons 
to  fufped  that  the  Houfe  was  not  called  upon  to  provide  for  any  prof- 
pefiive  incidents,  but  for  pad  occurrences  \  *and  he  was  the  more 
ftrongly  confirmed  in  this  opinion  |?y  the  declaration  of  the  Iwnour- 
ablc  gentleman  who  anfwered  him  on  Friday  (Mr.  Rofc)  that  de- 
lay would  be  attended  with  incpnvcnience.  Now,  it  was  pot  only 
with  regard  to  the  time  in  which  this  demand  was  made  tliat  h^ 
was  defirous  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,,  but  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  amount.  In  the  war  of  i  756,  as  welj  as  jri  the  American 
war,  ho  greater  demand  was  ever  made  than  for  one  million  of  mo- 
ney as  a  vpte  of  credit ;  but  of  late  it  h^d  beei^  the  pra^icc  to  irx- 
creafe  that  demand  to  the  extravagant  fum  of  i2,5Q0400ol/  By 
granting  money  in  this  random  manner,  the  Houfe  was  depriving 
itfelf  of  its  peculiar  prerogative  to  guard  the  public  purfe,  wliile  it 
fnade  itlefs  Jieceflary  for  Minifiers  to  he  accurate  in  their  accounts. 
It  was  his  intention,  therefore,  to  move  for,  a  delay  of  the  aueftion, 
to  give  the  Houfe  an  opportunity  of  confidering  the  fubjcdl,  If  the 
fupplics  were  not  fufEcicnt  for  the  purpofcs  they,  are  dcfigncd  for, 
let  Minifters  come  down  to  the  Houfe  with  a  new  budget,  and  ftatc 
the  eftimates  in  a  formal  and  conftitution^l  manner,  that  the  Public 
may  have  fome  idea  of  the  approf  riatioa  of  thof^p  fums  wluch  they 


tAt  called'upfiQ  tt>|saj:  TJus  biD,  hoirever^  flpf)eaiQd  io  be  founded 
neither  upon  expedience  nor  conf&utional  principles^  and  he  there- 
fore movedy  <^  tiiat  the  third  reading  of  it  be  poftponed  till  that  dagr 

Mr*  Chancdlor  PITT  believed  it  might  be  true  that  a  vote  of 
iiedit  vat  not  ufuallf  applied  fer  till  the  erid  of  the  (eflion ;  and 
that  Jt  was  then  done  after  the  committee  of  fupply  vn^  clofed. 
Ho  eonosivedy  however,  that,  utrheh  the  ettraordinaiy  «:tpencQd 
were  fercfeen,  ^  moft  regular  way  was  to  apply  for  it  when  the 
ComquttoeB  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  wcce  open.  In  die 
firftpbce,  when  it  was  applied  for  after  the  fittings  of  Partiamem, 
itms,  Its  die  honourable  gendeman  obferved,  to  defray  fome  ex* 
traordinary  expences  which  had  not  been  calculated  at  the  time  the 
eftimates  were  psoduccd ;  and  in  the  iecond  plaoe^  to  enable  Ht^ 
Majefiy,  after  the  fit^ngs  of  Parliament,  to  difcharge  any  extraordt- 
tiary  expenocs  which  mi^it  pofiibly  occur.  Now  if  thefe  extraor- 
dinary txpcncesr  be  forefeeii,  while  the  Committee^  6f  Supply  and 
Ways  and  Means  are  open,  he  thought  Miniibrs  did  no  lefs  than 
dicir  conftitutional  duty  in  making  an  cixly  application,  that  Parlia- 

.  ineat  mi^  oonfider  d)e  fubje&,  and  thai  ho  time  might  be  Xaft  to 
^  the  deiigns  for  which  this  moo^  might  be  intended  into  imme- 
diate exieoution.  At  the  fame  time  he  thought  it  better  to  be  be- 
forehand, in  cafe  of  any  poflible  emei^erfcy,  tkfn  to  let  fuch  e^- 
jxaiceaihaid  over  to  the  next  yearns  accouritd^  efpecially  fince^Mi- 
nifteis  ^vcie  accountable  at  all  times  for  the  expifidittm.  The  vote 
of  drodi^  was  ihis  year  therefore  ftated  as  an  article  of  fupply,  and 
mighjb  be  applicable  or  not,  as  Che  exigencies  of  .the  0a(e  required,' 
lUce  -aoy  other  public  fund,  while  it  woiddr  coriititutc  aibrr  of  floating 
eapitat,  inficadiof  irehiidning  an  articltt  ttf  unfunded  debt  to  be 
tbiown  inko  the  ftccounta  of  aciother  year,  As4o  the  application  4d£ 
it,  vpcn  which  fame  objedions  were  founded,  he  covM  cvXy  (ky 

.  that  if  it  ihafi  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  expences  aWeady  incurred, 
sMd  wbieh  imiifl  be  foiQiQhow  of  other  defifnyrd,  he  thought  it  ex- 
tremely oright,  and  that  if  Mirrifters  kept  it  \jtdlf.  they  -would  be 

*  Qiilpable^  as  oi«e  comn^on  purfe  was  better  able  ^to  Yii^sfy  the  d^- 
nwnds  upM  the  Public,  than  when  (urns  wcie  appfopi<hieed  'feffi- 
tfaiely  and  difunOly,  and  referved  for  a  long  time  without  »iiy  dfe 
whaterer,  until  the  period  arrived,  ho>Mver  di Aayit  and  remote,  4br 

^  rtheir  Q)eeificatloii«  As  so  the  mieafore  itf^lf,  he  thought  it  lingular 
liMit  no  otqekSlion  (houM  be  urged  till  the  thivd  reading  of  the  bill, 
4Q)ecisd)y  when  he  reooDeABd  that  the  n^oSage  wa^  %>ffoiight  downl 

'  upon  a  day  when  there  was  a  full  attendance. 

Mr.  FOX  though  cbe  Ifoufe  was  inMMid  4o^Ms  honoiaM^le 
V01..XLV.  O 
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frtend  fsr  1>ringing  his  objedtoris  forwardt  and  like  him  he  fixx^ghi 
4he  vote  of  credit  required  mere  exphnatioa  than  it  had  hitherto  re- 
ceived, to  reconcile  the  Houfc  and  Public: to  the  n^eafure.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  had  confounded  what  was 
feparate  and'  difttndt,  for  he  confidcred  a  vote  of  credit  in  a  Com- 
'mittee  of  Supply,  sLs  more  eligible  than  towards  the  end  of  a  icC- 
fion.     A  vote  of  credit  was  to  provide  for,  as  had  been  fiated,  ex- 
.pences  incurred  when  Parlrament  was  not  fitting,  and  was  dtfaer 
ap{>}ied  to  circumftances  unforcfern,  or  intended  fer  fuch  as  ms^it 
probably  oocur;  but  if  there  was  a  prcibability  of  applying  it  to 
.any  new  fervice,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  come 
.down  to  the  Houfe  and  Ante  it.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
thought  that  a  greater  ad  \rantage  would  accrue  from  making  one 
fubd  of  the  eilimatcs  and  vote  of  credit,-  than  having  feparate 
.  funds  remain  ufelefs,  till  t!ae  ferviccs  for  which  they  were  peculiarly 
.•appropriated  (hould  need  them.     Here  he  fiopped  in  limine  to  re- 
;  mind  the  right  honourable  gcntleitran,  that  in  a  vote  ctf  credit  the 
:  money  wa^  not  iifued  till  it  is  wanted  ;  and  that  for  all  the  comnnon 
-  current  expences  of  the  year,  the  money  purpofely  provided  accord- 
.  ing  to  the  given  eilimntes  was  ready.     Any  perfon  would  diink» 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  feeming  regularity^  that  none 
.  of  the  departments  were  ever  in  arrean     He  feemed  to  have  for- 
.gotten  that  the  Ordnance  is  in  arrear,    that  the  Navy  is  in  ancar, 
that  the  Civil  lift  is  in  arrear,  and  in  (hort,  that  arrears  were  never 
fo  complained  of  as  at  prefent.     The  Staff  has  been  provided  for 
upon  the  eflimates,  and  how  was  the  Houfe  to  think  the  provifions 
had  been  appropriated  ?    There  are  Staff  Officers  returned  from 
abroad,  who,  (ince  the  year  1793,  have  not  received  one  (htUing. 
People  would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  there  is  no  irregularity^  when 
the  dired  reverfe  is  the  f;^di  \  and  except  in  a  few  particular  anange- 
mcnts  utlder  Lord  Moira,  there  are  arrears  due  to  every  officer  in 
.  the  army.     Thus  was  an  evil  of  the  greateft  magnitude  prodoced^ 
and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  comply  with  the  laws  of  their 
country,  if  they  permitted  it.    By  the  laws  eftablifhed,  the  accounts 
•ught  to  be  feparate,  and  the  money  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  each 
particular  fervice  kept  diftind.     Does  tiot  the  prefent  mode  lead  to 
confuiion,  and  do^  it  not  alfo  lead  us  to  fufFer  the  whole  of  what 
k  voted  to  be  expended  in  a  fhorter  time,  a:  i  with  greater  waHe 
and  extravagance  than  it  otherwife  would  be  '^    If  the  war  goes  on, 
.  Parliament  ought  to  know  not  only  the  quantum,  but  the  exad 
items  of  its  expenditure,  and  that  diflindlly .      It  w^s  intimated  that 
the  money  was  wanted  immediately,  but  he  bade  tnc  Houfe  recoi- 
led that  a  voce  «f  credit  was  never  applied  to  the  denciency  of  efU* 
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mates,  and  in  that  way  he  contended  the  prefent  vote  of  credit. was 
neither  confident  with  his  own  opinion,  nor  the  opinion  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  nor  was  it  confident  with  the  laws  of  the  country.. 
And  if  fuch  a  fyftcm  weie  purfued,  we  might  always  expcdt  to  be  in 
our  prefent  fituation  of  arrear. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  it  tended  to  deftroy  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  over  the  public  purfe,  as  well  as  the  jca- 
loufy  which  in  all  cafes  of  public  expenditure  they  (hould  be  cautious 
to  prefcrvc.  It  was  the  peculiar  privilege  of  that  Houfe  always  to 
vote  the  money  for  the  public  fervices  upon  edimates  which  were  to 
be  calculated  a»  nearly  as  poflible  to  the  feveral  demands  of  the  fe- 
veral  departments,  and  in  cafes  of  war  and  emeigency  at  the  end  of 
a  fedion  to  provide  for  any  extraordinar)'  incident  by  a  vote  of  credit. 
He  obferved  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  very  dudi- 
oufly  paded  over  one  objedtion  of  his  honourable  friend  who  made 
the  motion  for  dday»  which  was  the  magnitude  of  the  prefent  de* 
mand  when  compared  with  what  had  been  the  cafe  under  former 
adminidrations.  Till  the  right  ho*hourable  gentleman  introduced 
the  pradlice,  a  vote  of  credit  never  exceeded  the  fum  of  one  million, 
and  if  he  goes  on  doubling  at  this  rate,  unnoticed  and  unchecked, 
why  may  he  not  next  year,  if  the  war  continues,  come  down  for  five 
millions  at  once.  He  underdood  that  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man  made  no  manner  of  didindion  between  the  money  granted  by 
a  vote  of  credit,  and  that  granted  upon  the  edimates  for  the  common 
current  expences  of  the  year.  In  this  cafe  the  edimates  are  no 
longer  of  any  ufe,  fince  there  is  no  certainty  of  appropriation.  By. 
the  laws  of  his  country,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  every 
other  Minider,  was  bound  not  to  apply  the  money  voted  upon  any 
fpecific  edimate  to  another  purpofe,  and  conditutionally  he  could 
not  do  it.  Yet  according  to  his  own  account,  he  puts  all  the  mo- 
ney into  one  purfe,  and  makes  ufe  of  it  as  occafion  needs.  Now, 
%:>  (hew  how  oppofite  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  the  very  plea 
upon  which  the  money  was  required,  he  defired  the  preamble  tp; 
the  bill  to  be  read.  This  beirig  done,  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that 
upon  that  plea,  it  was  to  defray  fome  unforefeen  expences.  He 
owned  that  the  delay  of  the  bill  might  create  much  inconvenience, 
but  that  inconvenience  was  the  leder  evil  of  the  two,  and  he  was 
therefore  refolved  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

The  Houfe  then  divided. 

For  Mr.  Grey's  motion>         -     -         25 
Againft  it,  -  -         --       loa 

« Majority,  •——77 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  padisd. 

O  2 
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.  Mr.  SKERIDAK  give  notion,  that  Ibbn  aftiir  hit  honoiaiAle 
friend  had  made  bis.  morion  concerning  the  expcnces  of  the  war,  he 
fliould  fpeoifically  move  f«r  M  inquiry  into  the  oondud  of  theespc- 
fdhion  to  the  Weft^Tndieg.  Upon  a  former  occasion  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  invi^rd  it,  and  cxprcfl^d  himfelf  veadjr  to 
meet  It,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  was  not  fo  benumbed  by  def^air 
and  difappointment,  as  to  fufier  an  afiair  fo  rvplcte  with  di£riler  an4 
difgrace,  to  pafs  unnpticed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH,  before  he  came  to  the  Infmediat^ 
difcuflion  of  the  ne^iation  of  the  loan,  in  Whieh^  for  the  thtrcl 
time,  though  reluiftamlyy  he  obtruded  himfelf  upon  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  Houfe,  begged  leave  to  Cny  a  word  or  two  upon  th« 
Report,  which,  as  the  Houfe  would  fee,  was  pretty  voluminods, 
ptring  to  the  repetition  of  fimilar  queftions  and  anfwers  relativte  ta 
perfons  upon  the  lift  pf  fubfcrlbers.  It  might  appear  extraordinary^ 
to  many  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  remarked,  that  he  oompkttly 
liberated  the  right  honourable  gentleman  from  any  chargb  of  per-> 
fohal  corruption,  that  he  (Kould  enter  into  that  examination  ^  but 
to  remove  every  kind  of  prejudice  on  that  fcore,  he  afliired  the 
Houfe  that  that  examination  was  not  inftituted  by  him,  but  bjr 
another  honourable  gentleman  then  prefent,  not  did  he  thenee  draw 
any  inference  of  corruption,  nor  was  he  at  all  concerned  in  tliac 
examination.  There  was  one  vitw  in  which  he  corrfidered  the 
)»u(inefs,  which  would  prevent  him  from  fixing  any  fuch  chatge  as 
that  to  which  he  alluded^  on  Minifters.  If  it  were  neceffary  for 
them  to  have  recourfe  to  corruption,  with  the  power  they  have  ii> 
their  hands,  they  would  not  zSt  fo  dumfily^  as  to  make  the  ne- 
gociation  of  a  loan  the  inftrument  of  their  venality.  They  would 
not  have  had  recourfe  to  means  that  would  fubjeA  them  to  expofure. 
when  they  had  an  e(labli(hment,  whofe  gigantic  influence  ftirpoiSs^ 
all  former  example. — Witlj  rcfpeft  to  the  loan,  nothing  was  more 
diftant  from  his  mind  than  to  accufe  Minifters  of  corruption,  fiat 
there  was  this^  howew,  to  be  faid>  where  there  were  fuch  ciior- 
Ibous  profif  8  on  a  loan,  as  thofe  to  which  he  would,  in  the  coutfe 
pf  his  fpcech,  have  oecafion  to  recur,  that  it  muft  be  admittedi 
ihofe  ^ho  were  favoured.  Would  be  apt  to  fupport  and  abet  a  war^ 
Irom  the  profits  of  which  they  derive  fuch  enormous  advantages. 
This  he  b^cd  to  be  confidcrcd  as  a  general  obfervation,  as  he  did 
not  wi(h  to  cad  the  (lighted  imputation  on  any  of  the  comrlbuiors 
to  the  loan,  among  whom  there  were  feveral  yi^ho  WcVe  incapable 
erf"  being  influenced  by  any  mean  or  fordid  motive.  He  mentioned 
boweva  is  a  iin^lar  circuffiftancc,  that  among  thofe  perfons  who 
^i^ned  the  requlfition  Jbr  the  meeting  al  Grocer's  hall,  and  j^ddfc^ed 
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fhe  Houfe  In  firiyour  of  the  two  \ilh,  i  rum  of  tM  UA  than 
8oo»oooK  was  divided^  firdm  which  fhey  dermd  a  prpfit  of  not 
Ie&  than  9o>oooL  Thcie  wpre  certainly  amox^  thefe  a  number 
of  rei^eAable  merchants,  and  from  ic^peSahlc  merchants  only  fijch 
teomrfeutions  could  have  been  dbtained ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  ho 
would  not  pretend  to  deity  that  fuch  profits  mi^t  operate  on  meo*» 
minds  to  be  blind  to  their  own  ultimate  interefts,  and  the  tnterefts 
of  their  country.  To  enter  into  the  negociation  itfdf,  every  body 
agreed  with  the  ri^t  honouraUe  gentleman,  and  diofe  gentlemdi 
who  had  ddivered  their  opiniofi  upon  it,  that  a  fair  an^^  open  com* 
petition  ought  always  to  be  encouraged.  Now  it  would  appear# 
ftottt  the  teftimony  of  every  perfon  in  the  Report,  that  in  laft 
Autumn,  from  Odober  to  die  a3d  of  November,  a  competitioii 
was  invaiiably  periified  in,  notwithftanding  fome  allufbns  to  a  daun 
of  preference  addrefied  by  Mr.  Boyd  to  the  rig^  honourable  gen« 
deman  in  the  month  of  Odlober,  and  that  an  open  competition  was 
formally  announced  in  the  month  of  November  by  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank.  After  thb,  it  would  be  natural  to  inquire  how  and 
why  it  was  abandoned.  It  appeared  to  have  been  aban^ned  on 
the  ground  of  a  claim  made  by  Mr.  Boyd  and  Co.  upon  the  ri^of 
preference,  and  althou^  this  right  had  been  claimed  in  a  ihortcoo* 
verfation  between  Mr.  Boyd  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  month  of  O^ober,  theVight  honourable  gentleman  was  then 
determined  to  admit  no  claim  whatever.  Thus  it  refted  till  after  did 
a  3d  of  November,  without  any  farther  difcuflion  or  application  to 
the  right  honourable  gendeman  upon  it.  On  the  23dofNo# 
▼ember,  however,  the  open  competition  was  announced,  when 
Mr.  Boyd  began  to  be  alarmed ;  and  on  the  a4th  he  had  an  inter* 
view,*  when  he  ftstfed  bis  claim  more  particularly,  and  afterwards 
put  it  down  in  writing.  The  letter  which  contained  it  was  copied 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report,  No.  3.  and  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he 
Ihould  advert  to  a  poiqt  or  ty^^  refpeding  the  validitj'  of  the  claamt 
which  was  (bunded  on  a  pmmife  of  the  ri^  honourable  gendeman 
that  no  other  public  loan  for  this  country  ihould  be  made  until  the 
period  fixed  for  the  laft  payment  of  the  preceding  loon  ihould  have 
clapfed.  Now,  Mr.  Boyd  aiferted  in  his  letter,  that  '^  this  was 
not  one  of  thofe  rights  of  which  litigious  people  fometimes  avail 
rhemfelves  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  giving  trouble,  but  it  was  a  right 
which  was  fbundisd  on  juftice  and  the  nature  of  things,  recognixed 
by  conilant  prance  and  public  opinion,  and  which  he  could  not  re- 
iiTY4)oi(h  without  evident  lofs."  And^again  he  fiated,  **  That  this 
might  appear  perfectly  clear,  he  begged  leave  to  ftate  that  there 
was  at  that  moment   itiU  floating  in  the  miifiLCt  the  value  of 
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5,ooo>oooL  of  money  in  fcrip^  which  remained  to.  be  converted 
into  ftock.     Now>.  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  could  (hew  as  many  mxf- 
takes,  in  ]point  of  confu&m  in  diefe  pafTages,  as  there  were  mif- 
flatements  in  point  of  fact,  notwithfianding  the  palpable  care   and 
pains  bedowed  in  writing  it.     In  the  fird  place  it  was  an  extraoT'- 
dinary  aflercion  of  the  contraftor  to  fay,  that  his  claim  was  a  right 
founded  in  judice  and  the  nature  of  things,  and  recoghrfed  by  con- 
llant  pra£Uce  and  public  opinion.     He  alkcd  tl)e  Houfe  prima  fracie 
whether  Mr.  &)yd  could  imagine  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fo  ignorant  of  the  pra(5lice  of  bargaining  for  loans,  after  having 
been  folong  and  repeatedly  in  the  habit  of  it,  as  to  believe  this  af- 
fertion  r— For  once  he  would  be  on  the  fide  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  and  maintain  that  he  could  not.     But,  in  order  to  (hew 
this  was  the  cafe,  the  contradlor  aflferted,  that  there  was  at  that  mo- 
ment i^ill  floating  in  the  market  the  value  of  hvc  millions  of  mone^ 
in  fcrip,  which  remained  to  be  converted  into  i^ook.     Now  not  to 
fiiy  that  not  one  fyllable  of  this  jtras  true,  it  was  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary claim  he  ever  heard  of,  as  would  appear  by  the  whde  of  Mr. 
Boyd's  evidence.     He  then  recapitulated  the  ftate  of  the  market  on 
the  24th  November,  to  (hew  that  intlead  of  five  millions  of  fcrip  of 
the  preceding  loan  remaining,  there  was  not  more  than  2,300,0001. 
upon  which  the  greateil  lofs  would  have  been  445,7 1 8L  the  whole 
of  which  he  contended  ought  to  have  been  given  up  rather  than  en- 
ter into  a  nogociation,  which  has  been  of  greater  lofs  to  the  public 
He  vbferved  that  Mr.  Boyd  maintained  a  feparate  right  from  the 
other  contributors  which  he  was  not  able  to  prove  in  any  part  of  his 
evidence,  and  the  only  grounds  on  which  he  claimed  it   were  the 
riik,  trouble  and  duty  of  the  original  contradlors.     Mr.  Smith  was 
at  a  lofs  to  find  what  the  duty  of  the  original  contrador  was,    un- 
Icfs  it  was  to  fee  that  the  Minifter  fulfilled  his  contract ;  and  with 
refped  to  the  trouble,  the  only  trouble  he  knew  was  the  feledion 
of  fuch  of  his  friends,  upon  whom  he  meaiit  to  confer  the  favour 
of  putting  their  names  down  to  his  lift  of  fubfcribers,  and  accept- 
ing or  rejedling  the  folicitations  of  other  people.     He  found  no 
trouble  however  in  providing  this  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  for  tlic 
whole  capital  was  not  fufficient  to  meet  the  numerous  folicitations  of 
his  friends  to  (bower  down  his  benefits  upon  them.     He  had   the 
trouble,  to  be  fure,  of  waiting  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ; 
but  he  fuppofed  he  did  not  think  much  of  that,  fince  he  thereby  had 
the  power  to  chcofe  how  much  of  the  contra£^  he  would  keep  hi|n- 
fdf,  and  how  much  he  would  divide  among  his  friends,  according 
to  the  advanta^/.s  that  M'ere  likely  to  arife  from  the  bargain.      As 
10  die  rifle,  there  was  only  riik  in  one  point,  which  if  the  loan  fell 
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below  ten  per  CetkU  difcount,  the  contractors  would  be  obliged  t^ 
fulfil  their  engagement  when  the  contributors  would  be  releafed  if 
they  had  made  the  (ird  payment,  for  Mr.  Giles,  the  Deputy-Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank,  being  aiked,  *'  Is  not  all  ri(k  to  the  contradiors 
from  the  fub-fubfcribers  at  an  end  when  that  dcpofit  has  been 
paid  f"  replied,  **  Ceriainly  not,  for  if  the  loan  was  to  iall  under 
ten  per  cent,  which  is  generally  the  amount  of  the  (irft  payment^ 
the  contractors  would  undoubtedly  be*  refponfible  to  the  public^ 
He  had  known  it  fell  fix  per  cent,  but  the  ri(k  w^  then  not  worth 
mentioning."     And  here,  faid  Mr.  Smith,  I  appeal  to  the  country^ 
if  by  any  extraordinary  and.  unforefcen  accident  the  loan  ihould  fall 
to  fuch  an  enormous  difcount  as  would  ruin  him  and  his  friends, 
if  it  was  infixed  that  they  ihould  fulfil  their  bargain— <-could  it  be 
imagined  that  the  country  would  infift  on  the  bargain— -no  certainly 
—if  it  did,  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay,  neither  if  they  could, 
was  it  a  clear  point  that  they  could  be  obliged.     Such  was  the 
fuperftruCtureon  which*  Mr.    Boyd  built  his  claims  to  a  right  of 
preference.     He  next  came  to  the  negociation  of  a   loan/     Tlie 
negociation  of  a  loan  throws  down  tlie  price  of  the  exiftirtg  fundf^ 
ib  foon  as  it  is  talked  of,  becaufe  the  preparations  and  the  fales 
aiFe£k  the  price  of  (tocks  principally  and   materially^     Mr.  Boft} 
himfelf  fald,  that  the  firft  payment  of  a  new  loan  Was  commonly  more 
than  was  neccffary ;  while  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Mellifli  were  botfc 
of  opinion  that  the  knowlecige  that  a  loan  to  any  given  extent  is  com* 
ir^intQ  ifae  market,   alFeds  the  priceof  th&exifling  funds.     He 
now  defired  the  Houfe  to  compare,  in  what  manner  the  holders  of 
fcrip  were  afFeded  upon  the  negociation  of  a  new  loan  before  the 
laft  payment  of  the  old  loan,  as  it  applies  to  the  anfwer  given  by 
Mr.  Boyd,     in  1794.,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
4>argained  for'  a  new  loan  with  Mr.  Boyd,  he  bargained  for  it  a 
month  prwous  to  the  lail  payments  of  Meifirs-Morgan  and  Anger- 
ftein;who  were  the  contta^lors  f6c  the  preceding  loan,  and  in  De* 
cember^  1 794^  the  funds  were  materially  aflTed^ed  by  the  firft  paf* 
ment  of  the  new  loan*     Did  Mr.  Boyd  then  think  fuch  a  conduit 
improper,  and  contrary  to  juftice,  to  condant  pra6lice,  and  public 
opinion  i     Certainly  not,  at  leail  he  betrayed  no  fymptoms.     Did 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  think  it  iimpro* 
.per?     Certainly  not,  for  be  betrayed  no  fymptoms  neither,  ofeiv 
lataintng  fuch  fentiments.     But  how  contrary  was  the  condud^  of 
the  oontradors  at  that  period  to  that  of  Mr.  Boyd  on  the  prefent 
oceaiion.     They  felt  no  alarm,  nor  did  they  make  any  objection  lo 
it,  and  the  reafon  was,  becaufe  they  confidered  their  loan  as  wouriil 
up*     In  the  prefent  ioftance  we  muft  recoUea  alfo  that  three  parties 
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met  as  competitors,  and  confeqncntly  the  value  of  the  etiMng  fiinds 
ftiuft  have  been  more  deprefled  than  if  th^re  had  been  but  one  €on« 
trador.  •  No  perfon  woM  prefunne  to  difpu^e  ot  deny  this,  nor 
Was  Aere  any  immediate  prefluFe  fcr  the  firft  payment ;  for  although 
Ac  terms  were  concluded  Upon  the  a  5th  of  November,  die  fub- 
foribers  were  noft  called  upon  to  tiiake  good  their  firft  pe^ment  till 
the  I  oth  of  December  following ;  near  a  fortnight  therefore  inter- 
vened* It  may  be  alledged  that  die  public  fervice  wanted  money ; 
but  it  IS  evident  from  this  that  it  did  not  prefs  for  it  immediately  ; 
and  thence  another  confidcration  was  to  be  deduced — iit  is  always 
cuftomary  to  bargain  for  a  loan  only  two  Or  three  days  before  the 
opening  of  the  budget,  and  it  has  often  happeried  that'an  interview 
did  not  take  place  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eischeguer  and  the 
eontra6lors  till  the  veiy  day  before,  that  on  which  the  budget  vvas  to 
open^  and  it  has  been  ufually  the  pfa<Elfce  to  requipe  the  firft  par. 
ment  in  two,  three,  or  four  days  after  dt  the  fartheft^  Now  what 
was  the  lon^eft  period  for  the  Minifter  to  have  wzrited  before  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  bargain  for  a  new  iDanV  coftfbrmably  miA  his 
former  er^gement,  and  to  the  faving  of  fo  much  money  to  the 
public.  The  utmoft  period  to  have  waited,  would  have  been  till 
rfie  1 5th  of  January,  or  if  he  had  been  urgent  for  money  he  fhigjht 
have  cdmti  before  Parliament,  and  Aated  that  three  perfon^  hid  offer- 
ed themfelves  as  competitors,  together  with  the  peculiar  teture  of 
fiis  former  engagements,  and  obtained  a  Vote  of  Credit.  Could 
fuch  a  declaration  have  injured  the  pubUc  caufe  ?  On  die  contrary 
wodd  it  not  have  exctted  an  idea  of  aflonifbnierK  and  aAnkation 
throughout  Europe  at  our  internal  wes^th  and  credit,  Ihat  tfaite 
|)etfond  (hould  come  forward  at  one  time,  and  ofler  feparstely  to 
hegociatea  loan  of  eighteen  millions  of  money,  atM  that  we  wcic 
precluded  from  accepting  their  propoijiis  by  itgard  to  fninfiilfo? 
Some  perforts  mig^t  fay  that  a  vote  oif  credit  at  fuch  an  feitfy  period 
t>f  the  ieflfion,  and  for  retrdfpeftive  fei^rioes  in  psupt,  ^iHXfAd  have 
httti  irregular  and  utfconftttutional.  Sitppofe  it  could  not  have 
tieend  one  by  a  vote  of  credit,  then  it  might  by  alifcort  leak  cf  two  or 
ttifee  millions  ;  but  then  again  tie  was  a#afe  that  rf  Mt»  Soyd  ot>« 
jeAed  to  the  negociation  of  a  larg^  loan,  he  might  to  a  fmall  one. 
He  thetltead  d\e  copy  of  a  tefter  fronfi  Mr.  Moiganf,  ffatingthat  in 
^Oflober,  1 795>  he  #as  ready  to  raife  five  millions.  If  neceflary. 
Now  every  perfon  would  have  thought  the  Chancellor  rf  the  Ex- 
chequer w^lrtRnted  in  fuch  a  (ituation  to  go  to  the  extent  c^f  two* 
fhillions  at  le^ft,  which  is  the  ninth  part  of  eighteen  millionsy 
Whefcby  he  would  ^11  have  had  the  choi6e  orf  conrpetitton,  and  a 
ICrcat  part  of  ttie  pt efent  bonus  would  have  ham  faved  to  the  public* 
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Thegpo<)ticfii  of  the  terms  bttcsmo  die  negt  (bfejedt  of  6on(kIention« 
Now  he  acknowledged  that  die  temto  were  to  be  relatively  Tiewcd. 
It  will  often  happen  that  the  terms  erf  a  loan  will  be  good  at  one 
time  for.  the  contradDr,  and  at  another  for  the  public ;  but  we  have 
authority  that  the  terms  are  fair  for  botb»  when  the  bonus  is  a  little 
tinder  or  a  little  over  four  per  cent.  The  terms  when  the  laft  loan 
come  out  were  feven  and  a  quarter  premium.  It  was  at  lix  before 
the  opening  ef  the  budget,  at  five  and  a  half  at  the  firft  nqgoda« 
f  ion,  and  immediately  after  it,  rofe  to  fix,  and  fludhiated  to  fix  and 
a  half  and  fix.  He  denied  at  the  fame  time  diat  there  was  any 
atteration  in  the  funds,  and  regretted,  when  he  wifhed  the  other  day 
to  have  an  authentic  account  of  the  price  of  itocks,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  appear  very  good  humoured,  but  an-* 
fwered  him  with  more  warmdi  than  the  occafion  feemed  to  require, 
diat  it  was  impradltcablo»  He  had  fince  learned  that  there  is  ant 
michentic  account  publithod  at  one  o'clock  everyday  by  Meflrs.  Cole 
and  Tempteman,  which  Is  fent  to  the  Bank  and  regiflered,  and 
which  might  have  been^  laid  upCNi  the  taUe.  He  had  not  got  diat, 
but  he  had  another;  which  ho  believed  was  equally  corred.  It 
appeared  by  ttus,  that  on  the  day  the  budget  was  opened  the  docks 
were  at  6^  fame  price  as  on  the  :^5th  Novetnber ;  and  that  on 
Monday,  December  the  lih,  the  3  per  cent,  eonfols  were  67!  and 
I,  and  that  they  afterwards  tote  ^ve  5^8ths  per  cent  notwSth^ 
(landing  the  circumAances  to  depreh  them.  He  did  not  wifii  to 
contend  about  thi  5-8ths,  bocaufe  in  this  interim  the  loan  was 
If^i^ed,  but  he  confined  himfelf  merely  to  ftadng  that  die  trans- 
fen  of  omnium  had  the  efft6i  to  rai^  them  in  their  value.  Now 
it  was  evident  from  this  ftatement  that  if  it  came  out  at  feven  per 
cent,  premium  it  ftood  at  three  per  cent,  more  than  ufiial,  andthe 
confequent  inference  was  that  the  terms  were  bad  4I.  13s.  6d.  was 
the  money  raifed  nominally  per  cent,  but  in  addition  there  was  a 
difcotmt  of  three  per  cent.  He  would  not  contend  but  it  might  b& 
4I.  13s.  6d.  if  it  was  afterwaids  allowed  him  to  be  4I.  17s.  lod. 
Mr.  Boyd  himfelf  ftated  the  bonus  to  be  61.  15s.  9d.  per  cent,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  furprifing  tittzt  hefhould  call  it  a  badbar^in  for 
the  puUie/ when  the  calculator  made  it  fo  much  above  the  ufual 
rate.  By  the  memorandum  at  the  end  of  the  Repott,  the  diSerence 
on  65  and  6ji  amounts  to  3I.  1 2s.  6d*  wiudi  makes  the  bonus 
.61.  1 5s.  9d.  Laying  Aefe  circum(hmoes  together,  it  was  deaf  that 
more  had  been  giveq  to  the  contradors  than  ufual,  and  diat  the 
whde  w^  a  bad  bargain.  He  apologifed  for  inlifting  fo  much  upofi 
this  itib|eA,  fince  it  was  (b  dry  and  unpleafant  in  its  nature,  and 
frifked  thatoriier  gentlemen  would  conikter  it  a  litde,  as  widi 
VoImXLV.  •   P 
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five -minutes  attention  diey  would  be  as  equal  to  fpeak  upon  it  as 
he  was*     He  then  briefly  fbted  a  tran&Sion  which  came  before  the 
Committee,  and  upon  which  they  wiflicd  to  inftitutc  an  inquiry  rcf- 
pcfling  a  change  fr9m  the  3  per  cent,  confols^  to  tlie  4  per  cent, 
annuities,  which  he  conQdcred  as  prejudicial.     In  another  view  the 
negpciation  was  bad,  becaufe  it  might  have  been  better.     He  allud- 
ed to  the  propofals  of  Mr.  Moigan,  and  dated,  that  it  had  come  to 
his  knowledge  fince  he  had   brought  up  the  Report^  and  he  was 
ready  to  prove  it  by  evidence  at  the  baf  of  the  Houfe,  that  one  man 
offered  to  change  5000I.  in  Mr.  Morgan's  lift  before  the  ternis  were 
fettled,  for  30001.  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  ar>d  another  oflircd  three 
for  one,  for  it  was  then  und^Qood  that  Mr.  Boyd  would  have  the 
preferable  terms.     Whether  the  Auftfian  loan  was  to  come  forward 
be  did  not  know^  he  hoped  not ;  but  he  wilhed  to  know  how  much 
of  the  navy  debt  was  to  be  funded  i     In  every  way  he  .eftimated 
tlie  public  lofs  at  a- very  conftderable  fum ;  for  by  the  bringing  down 
•f  the  King's  meffage  on  the  dfiy.  after  the  opening  of  the  budget 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  c^jLifed  an  advance  of  profit  upon 
the  loan  to  the  amount  of  900,000!.  fteriing.     Whether  the. pur- 
pert  of  that  mcflagc  was  forefeen  on  the  25th  of  November  he  could 
mot  tell,  but  he  blamed  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe 
he  had  no  occafion  to  have  fettled  the  terms  of  die  loan  before  the 
5  th  of  December^  which  was  conformable  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
tilings,  and  on  that  day  he  might  poflibly  have  afcertained  whether 
luch  a  melTage  would  have  been  brought  down  or  not,  for  Mr. 
Smith  knew  to  a  certainty  that  on  Monday  the  7  th,  when  Uie  budget 
was  opened,  a  perfon  in  a  public  CofFee-houfe  informed  the  com* 
pany  that  a  meifage  would  be  fent  down  to  the  Houfe  that  day»  con- 
taining His  Majefty*s  recognition  of  the  French  Republic  ;  and 
when  he  was  afterwards  informed  that  no  fuch  circumftance  had 
happened,  he  feemed  furprifed,  and  attributed  k  to  fome  odd  aoci- 
ident.     The  next  day,    however,     verified   his   declaration.      If 
therefore,  the  circumftance  ofthemeflfage  was  fo  public,  it  mufi 
evidently  have  been  for  fome  days  before  in  the  contemplation  of 
Minifters.     He  did  not  mean  to  make  any  imputations  of  corrup- 
tion, but  he  thought  the  advantages  to  the  public,  if  there  were  siny 
by  the  prefent  bargain,  might  have  been  greatly  improved.     In  the 
courft  of  his  alignment,  he  quoted  the  defence  of  Mr.  Dundas,  then 
Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  to  an  accufation  againft  Lord  North, 
of  making  a  corrupt  loan.     [See  Parliamentary  Regifter  for  1 7  8 1 , 
▼ol.  3,  page  345 *j     He  next  touched  upon  the  bills  antidated  from 
Hamburgh,  but  drawn  upon  unftampcd  paper  in  London  on  the 
Trcafury,  by  Mr,  Walter  Boyd,  junt     What  degree  of  preference 
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might  arife  from  this  acoommddationy  Mr.  Smith  Md,  it  was  not 
for  him  to  determine.  i 

Mr.  Boyd  had  pofidvcly  denied,  in  his  evidence,  that  he  affumied 
any  merit,  or  formed  any  claim  to  the  prefent  loan,  from  the  ac- 
commodation he  had  given  to  Government  in  that  inftancc.  Other 
gentlemen,  however,  who  were  examined  as  to  that  particular,  ad- 
mitted that  at  leaft  in  that  tranfaflion,  there  was  nothing  likely  to 
preclude  or  weaken  Mr.  Boyd's  claims. 

Mr.  Smith  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  mode  of  concluding 
the  bargain  between  the  Minifter  and  Mr.'  Boyd.     From  its  privacy, 
he  (hewed  that  it  was  of  all  others  the  woti  unpleafant  and  fufpi- 
cious.     It  involved  a  refponfibility,  which  no  Minifter,  except  for 
particular  reafbns,  could  wifli  to  undertake,  fince  he  fubjefted  him- 
fclf,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  bargain,  cither  to  the  imputation 
of  having  a<Sfed  unfairly  for  the  Public,  if  he  granted  too  favourable 
terms  to  the  contraflor  ;  or*ungencroufly  to  the  contradter,  if  he 
took  any  undue  advantage  for  the  Public  at  his  expcnce.     Mr. 
Smith  having  gone  through  the  detail  of  fadls,  proceeded  tb  draw  * 
one  or  two  general  ponclufions.     When  he  confidered  the  amount 
of  the  late  loans,  the  objeft  of  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt, 
which  had  been  theoretically  held  out,    appeared  to  be  praAically 
impoiTible.     We  had  lately  added  to  the  mafs  no  lefs  a  fum  than  > 
forty-eight  millions.     If  fuch  had  been  the  effefl  of  fo  (hort  a  period 
of  war,  when  we  confidered  how  much  Europe  had  been  engaged 
in  wars  fincc  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  how  little  profpe£k 
there  was  that  they  would  in  future  be  difcontinucd,  any  prpfpeA  of - 
the  liquidation  of  the  immcnfe  load  of  public  debt  muft  appear  to  be . ' 
altogether  imprad^cable,  or  at  leaft  to  be  removed  to  an  indefinite ' 
period.     It  was  to  be  rccolleSed  that  one  year's  warfare  completely 
controverts  the  effeft  of  twelve  years  of  peace.     To  indulge  the  hope  . 
at  all  of  a  total  liquidation  of  die  national  debt,  we  muft  depend  on 
keeping  up  the  prefent  enormous  portion  of  taxes,  without  any  fu- 
ture wars  to  plunge  us  deeper  into  embarraftments ;  and  after  what 
he  had  feen  in  the  prefent  year  of  the  difficulty  of  levying  new  im-. 
poftsy  he  feared  we  (bould  never  be  able  to  maintain  them.     God 
grant  we  may,  for  unfortunately  the  fear  is  great.     From  the  ten- 
dency of  the  burden  to  increafe,  it  was  one  of  which  it  did  not  feem 
Ifkely  that  our  pofterity  would  be  eafily  able  to  get  rid. 


«( 


MultQS'^tu  per  annos 


**  Multa  virum  vohens  durando /acuta  vincit,'^ 

Mr.  Smith  next  remaiked  the  bad  eflfedl  of  loans,  fuch  as  tte, 
{Hfcfenti  on  a  coipmcrcW  country,     Tbqr  hcld-out  the  hopt  of  • 


P  a 


loB  PARLIAMENTARY  [COmhoks. 

fitddoi  ood  imtnenfe  gains ;  thejr  induced  men  to  fbiiake  the  feber 
tra6t  of  (lowly  produSive  induftry  for  the  more  dassling  profpeAs  of 
jnonted  {^peculation.  He  mentionod,  tiiat  fome  years  fincc^  when 
he  had  been  in  Holland,  feveral  mercantile  men  had  complained  (o 
him  of  the  decline  of  their  commerce  fn  confeqocnee  of  the  perfens 
vrho  had  large  capitals  having, taken  their  property  out  of  tmde,  and 
turned  their  attention  to  ipeculatbns  in  money.  Such  fpeculations 
tended  to  enrich  individuals,  but  to  impovertih  the  country.  They 
ikftw  the  fmall  profits  of  the  many  into  the  pockets  of  the  few  ; 
thofe  who  had  once  tailed  of  die  profits  of  fuch  tranfafiions  were 
aftervi'atds  but  little  inclined  to  engage  in  the  purfuits  of  commeitc* 
They  thought  of  nothing  but  how  they  mif^it  fiill  more  improve 
the  money  they  bad  gained  in  that  way,  by  continuing  to  employ 
it  in  the  fiime  channel*  Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  apologising  hr 
the  length  of  tifne»  during  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  fubje£(» 
he  had  iKceflfarily  detained  the  Houfe.  He  (aid  that  he  would  now 
move  a  (Iring  of  refolutions  of  fa£is  arifing  out  of  the  Reports  A% 
they  were  very  numerous  and  not  very  Ihort,  he  would  have  them 
now  read)  and  then  leave  to  die  difcretion  of  the  Houfe»  whethtr 
the^  fliould  immediatdy  proceed  to  the  difcufliony  or  allow  them 
fkft  to  be  printed,  and  appoint  a  future  day  fin-  their  conGderation* 
Mr.  Smith  then  read  the  refolutions^  which  areas  follow : 


Rffolvedf 

ift.  That  it  appears  to  this  H^ufe,  that  the  principle  of  makioi^ 
loans  for  the  public  fervice  by  frtt  and  open  competition,  uniformly  pro- 
4t§kd  by  the  ChanceHor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  been  Tery  generally  re« 
cogniaed,  ap  aSbrding  the  faireft  profpe£l  of  public  adrantage. 

ad.  That'  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  io  all  the  communicataons 
relative  to  the  formation  of  the  late  loan,  which  pafled  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Elcche'quer  and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng^ 
land,  or  any  of  iha  parties  concerned,  previous  to  the  t4ih  of  NoTem>> 
her  laft,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  invariably  pmfefs  a  ref<K 
lution  to  adhere  ftridly  to  the  principle  of  free  and  open  competition* 

3d.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  oa  the  t$i\k  of  r^oTembert 
1795,  ^^  ^T  appointed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Etchequer  for  a 
meeting  of  the  federal  competitors  for  the  loan,  to  fettle  the  pretimioa* 
net  thereof,  and  when  they  were  aU  aflembl«l,  the  Chanc^or  of  th« 
JEschequer,  after  a  fepsrate  canfereace  with  Meflra.  Boyd  and  his  party, 
did  propofe  to  the  other  competitorsi  viz,  Mellifh  and  Morgan,  to  bid 
ibr  the  loan,  **  on  condition  that  an  option  ihould  be  referved  to  the 
party  of  Boyd,  of  taking  the  loan  at  fuch  a  price  as  ihould  be  equal  m 
value  to  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  whole  fum  borrowed,  above  the  high« 
eft  offer  of  the  eonpetitors/^ 

4th.  ^  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  faid  MeOifli  and  Ihbr- 
ran  having  refafed  to  become  competitors  on  a  condition  to  which  they 

jseflsed  ii  attnoft  impoflble  to  fubmit>  the  ChanceHor  of  the  Eacbequer 
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did  imviodiatdy  aftcry  ^Ithotit  fftopo0d{r  ^n^  ether  tefms)  agrteforthft 
loan  with  Boyd  land  his  party»  uthough  it  was  undcfftood  by  tho 
parties,  that  they  were  aot  to  cdme  tp  final  fettlement  on  that  day. 

5th.  That  it  appears  to  this  HoWy  that  by  giving  this  prtSatoct 
to  Boyd  and  his  partyy  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  totally  de* 
part  from  the  principle  of  free  and  open  competitioD*  after  having^  hj  a 
communication,  through  the  Govem^r  of  the  Bank,  only  two  days 
preceding,  exprefsly  invited  perfons  to  bid  on  that  principle,  and  who 
had  alio  previouily  made  preparatton9  for  that  purpoie* 

6th.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  preference,  h  girttk 
to  Boyd  aod  his  party,  was  claimed  by  tbem  to  the  foundation  of  a  fup« 
pofed  fa£l,  4n  the  fetdement  of  the  preeeding  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1795,  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche<iuer,  and  tbefaid  Boyd 
and  his  party ;  namely,  that  **  the  contra&  was  entered  into  under  tne 
coadition,  that  no  other  public  loan  for  this  country  (hould  be  made, 
until  the  ftriod  fixed  lor  the  laft  payment  of  the  loan  then  contraded 
for  fhould  have  elapfed ;''  and  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  negociation 
of  a  new  loan  at  that  time  would  be  injurious  to  the  laid  Boyd  and  his 
party. 

7th.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  not  only  that  the  faid  Boyd 
has  not  any  where  conteaded  or  affirmed,  that  the  preceding  condition 
was  ever  cxprefTed  in  fpecfic  terms,  or  reduced  to  any  fonxi ;  but  that 
the  contrary  is  implied  in  the  arguments  inade  ufeof  by  him  in  fupport 
of  his  daim,  vit.  'Vthat  it  was  a  right,  whidi  was  founded  in  juftice^ 
and  the  nature  of  things,  recognized  by  conftant  prafbce  and  pubUo 
opinion.'* 

8th.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  in  the  month  of  OAober 
1795,  the  faid  Walter  Boyd,  Efq.  did  ftate  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  right  of  the  contradors  to  objedi  to  the  negociation  of  a 
new  loan ;  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did,  on  that  occafion^ 
fay,  that* he  would  fend  for  their  jNuty,  (m.  that' of  Boyd  and  Robarts) 
to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay,  before  any  competition  fliouM  take  phce^ 
but  that  he  feemedpofitively  determined  not  to  admit  of  their  datm* 

9th.  That  it'does  not  appear  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  any  where  admittedthe  reality  of  fuch  engagement  or 
condition  having  been  made  by  him  with  the  (aid  Boyd  aad  his  party  1 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  did  ftate  to  the  parties  aflembled  at  his 
houife  en  the  a  5  th  of  November,  **  that  the  circumftances  had  come  but 
recently  to  his  knowledge,''  and  that  he  4^  not  admit  them  to  be  an 
obligation. 

Thkt  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  no  fuch  condition  iA,  in  fa£b» 
either  exprefled  or  implied  in  any  of  the  papers  laid  before  this  Houfe* 
in  wMdi  the  particulars  of  the  contraft  for  the  faid  loan  appear  toliavo 
been  fully  adjnfted  and  fettled  between  the  contrafking  parties* 

Thath  appears  to  this  Honfe,  that  fuch  a  reftridion  is  introdnoed 
into  the  memorandum  of  the  contraft  for  the  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the 
prefettt  year  1  and  that  no  ptccedeat  is  any  where  aOcdged  for  the  in* 
trodiidion  of  a  ftipnlatioa  to  Denr,  and  of  which  the  confequences  may 
be  eactremdr  important^  « 

loth.  That  It  appears  to  thtk  Houfe,  thai  the  £ud  Boyd,  in  his  ad« 
dreSes  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  fubjed  of  his  fup« 
pofed  fi^t  to  a  preference  over  the  other  competitors,  fuppoited  that 
right  by  argruments  drawn  from  his  iituation  as  a  holder  of  icrip  of  the 
preceding  lQ^n%.  i|n4  from  the  injury  which  he  and  the  other  contradtota 
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to  tkc  general  prafticc  on  fermer  occafions,  when  lums  of  ooofidenble 
magnitadc  have  been  ratfed. 

Z5tb.  That  it  appears  to  thi»  Houfe,  tfaat»  in  the  month  of  Septum- 
her,  17959  the  faid  Walter  Boyd  did,  «t  the  rcqueft  of  the  Chancellor 
Qf  the  Exchequer,  undertake  to  advance  money  tor  the  life  of  Govern- 
ment, to  the  amount  of  i,ooo,oool.  for  which  he  was  to  reimburfe  him* 
felf  by  bills  to  he  draY^n  upon  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Treaiury, 
to  be'  accepted  by  them,  and  negociated  at  his  own  oonvenienoe ;  and 
that  bifis  to  the  amount  of  700,oooL  were  drawn  in  London,  on  the 
Connniflioners  of  the  Treafury  in  the  name  of  Walter  Boyd,  jun.  and 
hnaring  a  fiftitiout  date,  at  riaunhurgh,  federal  weeks  preceding  the 
time,  at  which,  with  the  privity  of  tne  Chancelh»r  of  the  Ezche^ncr, 
they  were  really  drawn  in  London ;  and  that  the  faid  Walter  Boyd,  jira. 
ia  a  gentleman  not  engami  in  any  houfe  of  bufiaefs  in  Hamburgh. 
That  the  &id  billa^  thougn  drawn  in  London,  yet  profcfing  to  be  lo- 
feien,  and  not  written  on  (lamped  paper,  were  of  fuch  a  nature  and  de- 
(bnption  as  the  Bank  of  £ng)apd  nKMud  have  rofufed  to  difcount  for  any 
commercial  houfe  whatever,  and  fuch  as  it  would  have  been  injuiiont  to 
Ae  credk  of  any  private  houle  to  have  negocuitedi 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfo,  that  Wahcr  Boyd,  Efq.  has  declared, 
tftat  no  part  of  his  right  to  a  preference,  as  a  contractor  for  the  new  loan, 
was  grounded  on  thetraniaaion  of  the  bilb*  dated  at  Hamburfl[h,  and 
orcukted  by  him  for  tKe  fervioe  of  Government :  That  he  never  had  any 
expe^Uiion  of  ^t  ibrt;  and  that  he  to<dt  ao  merit  at  all  to  himfolf  m, 
kavi w  cpnfented  to  that  operation*  . 

16&.  That  it  appear*  to  thia  Honfe,  that  the  loanfo  inauy  nnd  na* 
m^eAy  fettled  on  the  faid  twenty-fifth,  of  November,  maa  not  fab* 
mitted'to  the  confideration  of  this  Houfe  until  the  feventh  of  December ; 
and  that  the  depollt  was  not  required  from  the  contributors  until  the  tenth 
of  Decembe? . 

*  That  it  appears  to  this  Houie,  that  the  interval  bi  t  wdive  dm  between 
the  fettlement  of  the  terms  of  the  loan  and  fubmitting  it  to  the  ooniide^ 
fation  of  this  Houfe,  very  greatly  exceeda  any  that  hat  been  kjMwn  00 
fbch  occafions,  and  Hiat  no  advantage  is  likely  to  accrue  to  the  P^iblic 
from  an  interval  of  fuch  unprecedented  length. 

That  it  appears  to  thit  Houfe,  that  His  Nfajeftv'a  gracious  aseAige, 
containing  a  communication,  that  His  Majefty  would  be  induced  to  meet 
any  difpofition  for  negocifttiop  on  the  part  of  the  eaemyy  with  an  eameft 
detire  to  give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpeedieft  e&A,  was  ddivered  to  thfs 
Houfe»  on  Tuetday  the  8th  of  December,  and  that,  in  eoofcqoence  of 
the  intimation  contained  in  the  meflage,  the  value  of  the  loan  fiiddenlf 
rofe  above  five  per  cent,  creating,  by  that  operation  only,  an  additional 
profit  on  the  whok  loan  of  more  than  nine  hundred  thou&nd  poundn 
fierling.  ^ 

That  it  appears  to  thta  Houfe,  that  no  fuch  declarations,  on  the  part 
df  a  contra£lor,  palpably  preferred,  smd  immoderately  benefited  by  the 
gif^  of  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions  fteriing,  on  fuch  terms,  and  accompa* 
nied  with  fuch  arrangements  as  to  create  a  profit  of  twelve  per  cent,  or 
^,i6o,oooK  before  the  firft  payment  became  due,  can  acqukt  the  Chan* 
^ellor  of  the  Excheouer  of  having  departed  from  the  principle  of  free  and 
open  competition,  in  favour  of  Waker  Boyd,  Efq.  in  a  manner  incom* 
patibk  with  the  interefb  of  the  PuUic. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe^  that,  in  erery  part  of  the  traofikAioA 
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of  the  late  loan»  frcpabUc  iotereft  has  been  facri^ced  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ;  and  that  the  profits  to  the  contra6tors,  at  the  expencc 
of  the  nation,  have  been  fo  exorbitantly  fwelled,  as  to  have  rlfcn  even  ' 
before  the  depofit  was  made  thereon,  to  an  amount  gretitly  exceeding  the 
depofit  itfdfy  VIZ.  on  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  to  the  enormous  and 
incredible  fum  of  two  millions,  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
flerling. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  I  undcrftand  the  gentleman  has  pro-  , 
pofcd  the  alternative  to  the  Houfe,  either  of  proceeding  immediately 
to  the  difcuflfion,  or  of  allowing  time  for  the  Refolutions  to  be  print- 
ed, and  adjourning  their  confideration  to  a  future  day.  As  the 
charge  relates  enirely  to  myfelf,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that.  I  am 
even  now  unprepared.  But  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
brought  forward  a  long  firing  of  fefts  and  dedudions,  involving 
a  charge  of  the  highcft  mifdcmcanor  againft  mc,  in  the  execution 
of  my  public  duty,  I  wifhtoknow  minutely  both  the  nature  of  the 
chaige,  and  of  thofe  particulars  upon  w*hich  it  is  grounded.  It  is 
impoflfiblc  from  one  reading  to  follow  the  ferics  of  fuch  a  detail,  or 
be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  difcuflion  with  any  degree  of  faimcfs. 
If,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  dqfirous  that  thofe  whom 
he  accufes  (hould  di(lin£lly  underfiand  the  nature  of  the  charge,  or 
be  properly  enabled  to  meet  his  ftatemeut,  he  will  probably  cbnfi- 
dcr  it  as  the  moft  proper  method  to  iiiove  that  the  Refolutions  be 
printed,  and  that  the  firft  open  day  be  appointed  to  take  them  intp 
coniidcration. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid  that  this  was  prccifely  the  point  which 
he  wifhed  to  fubmit  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe.  The  Refolu- 
tions  which  he  had  moved,  he  had  fo  framed  as  to  comprife  a 
hifiory  of  the  whole  tranfad\ion,  and  he  (hould  think  it  highly  im- 
proper and  abfurd  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  take  them  immediately 
into  their  confideration.  He  (hould  therefore  now  move  that  the 
Rcfolutions  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggefted,  that  thc'moft  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  be,  to  move  the  firft  Refolution,  and  then  to  adjourn 
the  debate.  As  the  Rcfolutions  had  not  been  regularly  moved,  no 
order  of  the  Houfe  could  take  place  with  refpcdt  to  them. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned  to  Friday  next,  oa  an  uftder- 
(landing  that  in  the  interval  the  Rcfolutions  (hould  be  printed. 

Tuefday^  February  a  31ft 

>  ■ 

A  pctUion  was  prcfentcd  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Con^mon  Council  of  the  City  of  London,  againft  th^  bill  for 
making  Wet  Ducks. 

Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  it  would'  appear  to  the  Houfc, 
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from  the  peddon,  that  the  corporation  of  the  dty  of  London  had 
it  in  contempladon  to  embrace  a  plan  for  obtaining  die  convenience 
of  wet  docksi  which  would  be  attended  with  none  of  the  pbjediona 
to  whidi  the  other  plan  was  liable,  which  would  not  ruin  near 
aiooo  families,  and  violate  an  immenfe  quantity  of  property,  and 
at  the  fiime  time,  oq  much  caller  and  more  advantageous  terms, 
realife  every  important  objed  which  the  other  had  in  view.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  petition  (hould  He  on  the  td>Ie,  which 
was  agreed  *  to,  and  counfel  allowed  to  be  heard  in  fupport  of  the 
petition,  and  alfo  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr:  HENNIKER  MAJOR,  after  ftating  the  objed  of  the 
mcafure,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  cofts  to  be 
given  in  the  difcretion  of  the  court,  in  cafes  of  mirdemearkor  i 
and  alfo  in  the  fame  dllcretion  to  allow  cofts  to  witnefTes  and  con- 
Jlables,  concerned  in  the  apprcheniiop  of  vagrants. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid,  that  the  country  rates  were  always  muci\ 
loaded,  and  this  meafure  would  prove  a  very  confiderable  addition. 
He  wilhed  the  fubjedl  to  be  delayed,  that  gcndemen  duriqg  a  rp. 
'  cefs  might  be  en^lec]  to  inquire  into  it. 

lycave  grafted, 

/Fedntfiaji,  February  24iA. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  moved  for  leave,  in  a  bilU  to  extend  the  line 
of  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal,  on  which  Sir  William  Young 
moved,  that  the  debate  arifing  oi\  the  motion  Ihould  be  adiournc4 
(o  this  day  three  months. 

For  the  adjournment  ^^     38 

Againft  it  .-^         *^       J4 — 24 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 

Thurfdqyy  February  2$th^ 

This  day  only  thirty-four  members  attending  the  Houfe  at  fcm 
o'clock,  it  was  pf  courfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow* 

Friday y  February  lf>th. 

Mr.  DOUQLAS  brought  up  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  Contxo* 
verrcd  Eledions  ;  which  was  read  a  firft  time- 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  <*fervcd,  that  when  a  bill  for  general 
naturalization  was  formerly  propofed  in  Parliament,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  fees  of  office,  which  the  officers  of  that  Houfe  would  lofc 
on  individual  bills,  would  entitle  them  to  fome  compenfation.  As 
the  general  in^ofure  of  the  wade  lands  mufi  totally  deftroy  their 
fees  on  private  inclofure  bills,  he  cwccived  that  the  Houfe  could 


liot  obje^St  to  gfailt  theib  a  proper  compenfatioh,  ihould  that  meafur^ 
I^  carriod  into  a  law.  He  would  therefore  move.  *'  That  it  be 
'^n  inftrudKon  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  confide  of  die  ftatc 
of  the  wafte  lands,  to  inquire  into  the  lo&  that  (hould  be  fuftained 
by  the  officers  of  the  Houfe,  provided  a  bill  for  the  general  in- 
i;lofure  of  wafte  lands  (hould  paft  ihto  A  law  ;^'  ivhldi  motion  was 
^eed  to. 

General  MACLEOt)  rofe  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  Oh  an  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  of  horrOr  and  barbarity,  Which  made  fuch  an 
impreilion  on  his  mind>  as  almoft  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  ut- 
terance.    He  could  not,  confident  with  his  duty,  remain  filent ; 
the  honout  of  the  Houie,  and  the  credit  of  the  nation  were  impli- 
tated,  and  he  therefore  hoped,  that  what  he  (hould  allude  to  would 
be  cleared  up  to  the  fatisfa^ion  of  the  public,     He  held  in  his  hand 
A  paragraph,  oil  the  bare  perufal  of  which  the  blood  .niuft  freeze^ 
and  the  mind  of  every  man  muft  ihudder  with  indignatfoii  and  hor- 
ror.    For  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to  in  the  article,  he  had  the. 
highcft  re^dt ;  he  admired  liiih  as  a  man,  and  loved  him  as  |i 
fellow  foldicr.     Of 'all  mankind  he  conceived  he  would  be  the  laft 
to  countenance  the  horrors  contained  irt  the  paragraph ;  and  he  gave 
His  Majedy's  Mihifters  this  opportunity  of  cohtradidHnga  calumn^^ 
the  contemplation  of  which  muft  excite  general  indignation.    Thk 
|>aragraph  to  whid^  he  adverted,  appeared  this  day  in  the  Morning 
Poll  atid  Faihionable  World.     It  purported  to  be  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Jamaica,  and  after  flating  other  palrticularSi  it  contained 
the  following  paiTage,  which  he  would  read  as  part  of  his  fpeech : 
*'  Strange  might  the  idea  appear,  but  'tis  a  ia£t,  we  have  imported 
fiom  Cuba,  one  hundred  blood  hounds,  attended  by  tweilty  Spanifli 
dhaiTeurs,  and  they  laft  Friday  proceeded  into  the  woods  to  hunt 
out  and  deftroy  the  enemy*     It  is  the  opinion  of  people  in  general^ 
they  will  have  the  defired  effect.     Query,  -What  efibdt  will  it  hav^ 
on  Mr.  Wilbetfohte  ?     I  fuppofe  he  (brinks  it  the  idea  of  hunting 
hurhan  flefli  and  bltxxl,  as  he  is  pleafcd  to  ftilo.  them,  with  blood 
hounds.— We  all  wi(h  him  prefent.     We  had  fevefe  duty  during 
Chriftmas  holidays,  ih  keeping  guard  ih  and  about  this  town,  that 
being  the  critical  Jundturc  to  obferve  the  difpofuions  of  the  flaves^ 
But  I  ant  haj^y  to  {uf,  they  are  univerfally  well  affected,  and  t 
never  faw  a  quieter  Chriftmas ;  there  is  veiy  little  to  be  dreaded 
from  them.  One  half  of  Kingftdn  is  inTrelawny  ;  have  been  ther« 
thefe  three  months  myfelf ;  haVe  been  in  one  expedition  againft  th^ 
Maroons  in  Charleftown  \  they  immediately  Itiy  doWn.  their  arms.    ' 
In  addition  to  a  number  of  fine  fellows  that  have  loft  their  lives,  \t 
has  coft  rh«  country  abovt  half  a  million  finc«  the  eommtnccment 
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<rf  this  ^•unfortunate  war.  You  would  fcarccly  crcdh  that  500  of 
^tfe  fellows  could  fo  long  withlland  upwards  of  5}OO0  tiOGps» 
which  are  the  number  agnind  them  ;  they  get  into  the  interior  parts 
of  the  mountainsi  and  'tis  impoflible  to  get  at  them.  I  fuppolc 
you  arc  almoft  tired  of  reading ;  if  not,  I  am  almoft  tired  of  writ* 
kig  \  (o  will  conclude  this  fubjecl  by  wifhing  a  fpeedy  extirpatbn 
to  them." 

After  reading  fuch  a  paffagc,  he  could  not  conceive  that  there 
was  ^  gentleman  in  tlte  Houfe  whofe  feelings  itiud  not  be  (hocked 
at-  the  recital  of  fuch  barbarities.  The  circumftancc  muft  bring  to 
the  mind,  the  (hocking  atrocities  encouraged  by  the  Spaniards  in 
the  ifland  of  Cuba,  in  South  America.  The  diverfon  of  the  plan«> 
ters  there  was  to  hunt  down  for  their  fport,  the  original  proprietors 
of  the  land.  It  was  recorded  by  the  beft  hidorians,  that  thofc  fc^ 
rocious  animals,  after  proceeding  to  the  abode  of  an  unfortunate  fa« 
mily,  firit  glutted  on  d>e  blood  of  the  fatheri  and.  then  feized  and 
devoured  the  child  at  th^  breaft  of  the  mother  f  He  fincerely  trufted, 
that  for  fimilar  purpofes^  the  Government  of  Jamaica  had  not  fent 
to  Cuba  for  blood  hounds  and  Spani(h  chaiTeurs,  to  exterminate  the 
]Vfanx)ns,  the  proprietors  of  a  part  of  the  foil.  Parliament,  for 
thb  credit  of  the  nation,  was  interefted  in  difcovering  whether  die 
paragraph  he  had  jud  read,  was  founded  in  iadt  or  not.  He  did 
not  know  the  noble  Lord  (Balcarraa)  perfonally,  but  his  family  and 
the  honourable  General's  had  long  preferted  the  (hicleft  intimacy^ 
and  he  hoped  that  it  might  never  go  abroad  to  the  world,  that  he 
had  imported  blood  hounds  into  Jamaica— blood  hounds  'to  extin- 
gui(h  thofe  unhappy  people  mentioned  in  the  paragraph!  WhcQ 
gentlemen  fpokc  with  fo  much  animation  on  the  barbarities  com- 
imitted  in  France,  they  (hould  recoiled^,  that  there,  man  oppofed 
man,  but  they  never  had  recourfe  to  fuch  (hocking  barbarities  as 
^  thofe  alluded  to  He  had»  in  the  Eail  Indies,  witnelTed  all  the 
horrors  and  miferies  ;  he  had  feen  the  father  fupporting  the  wife  with 
one  hand,  and  his  children  expiring  in  his  embrace  with  famine, 
rather  than  forego  the  principle  of  fuperftition  early  infUUed  into 
their  bofoms ;  but  he  never  WitnelTed  the  barbarities  defcribqd  in 
this  horrible  paragraph.  He  wilhed  to  be  informed  from  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  there  was  the  leafl  foundation  for  the 
intelligence ;  for  if  what  was  ilated  w.is  true,  he  felt  himielf  obliged, 
whatever  his  rcfpedl  might  be  for  the  noble  Lord,  to  bring  him  to 
tht  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  anfwer  for  this  moft  abominable 
tranfa6tion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  without  referring  to  the  manner 

3        . 
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In  which  th«  honourable  Membef  hsid  intit)duced  the  circiimOance^ 
or  without  entering  into  any  eulogium  on  the  charddler  of  the  nobl4f 
Lord,  which  every  gcntleraan  who  knew  hira  inuft  conceive-  unne* 
ccflhry,  yet  the  k&s  ftatcd  were  dcrtainly  extremely  important  iiv 
their  nature.  This  much  he  muft  affert,  that  noting  xould  be 
farther  from  the  idea  of  His  Majefty's  MiniAers  or  Government^ 
th^n  to  employ  thofe  animals  as  inftrumcnts  of  war  in  the  way  which 
had  juft  been  mentioned.  For  the  prefent,  he  conceived  it  unne^ 
ccflary  to  fay  a  word  more  on  the  bufincfs. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  he  finccrely  hoped  that  the  paragraph 
was  totally  unfounded  \  if  it  were  true,  it  would  be  the  foulcft  and 
blackeft  ftain  that  could  happen  to  the  chara^er  of  the  country. 

Mr.  YORKE  animadverted  on  the  atrocities  committed  bv  th« 
Maroons,  whofc  objcdl  was  plunder  and  extermination.  In  this 
country,  dogs  were  kept  to  hunt  and  difcover  the  haunts  of  thieves 
ant^  inurderers.  The  Maroons  inhabited  the  mountains^  from 
which  they  dcfccndcd  fer  prey,  and  were  inacccflible  in  their  ha- 
bitations ;  he  did  not  conceive,  therefore,  if  dogs  were  kept  in  a 
civili'icd\ountry,  to  difcover  the  haunts  of  robbers,  that  It  was  by 
any  mean»  rcprehenfible  to  keep  them  in  Jamaica  for  flrtiilar  puT'- 
pofes. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  far  from  attributing  any  Manie  pn  thh 
bead  to  His  Mnjcrty's  Mlnifters.  It  never  could  be  the  intention 
of  Government  to  carry  on  a  warfare  of  this  nature  ;  but,  for  iht 
honour  of  the  country,  it  was  a  matter  which  ought  (iridtly  to  be  in- 
ve(Ugated.  The  report  had  been  fpread  abroad,  and  he  (hould  be 
happy  to  hear  it  contradidled^  to  (hew  that  fuch  was  not  the  retf} 
ftate  of  the  cafe. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  early  in  the  feflHon  he  had  introduced 
the  fubjcift  of  the  iidtitious  bills  dated  at  Hamburgh,  and  had  beeil 
anfwcred  by  the  right  honourable. gentleman,  that  he  would  be  ready 
to ^ifcufs  that  fubjeft  when  regularly  brought  forward.  From  the 
evidence  collefled  in  the  Report  of  the  Loan  Committee,  which 
had  now  for  fome  time  been  upon  the  table,  he  would  be  able  to 
fupport  every  charge  he  had  made.  He  wiflied  therefore  to  appoint 
an  early  day,  as  his  profeflionat  duties  at  the  circuits  would  render 
bis  abfence  inevitable.  Upon  Monday,  there  was,  indeed,  a  bufineft 
of  great  public  importance  undeHlood  to  come  on ;  but  as  rx>  parti- 
cular inconvenience  would  arifefrom  the  delay  of  the  tax  bill,  anJi 
as  the  fubjedl  he  wiflied  to  agitate  involved  a  perfonal|:hatge  againft 
Ch*!  right  honourable  gentleman,  which,  if  innocent,  he  would  wifli 
to  wipe  away,  he  might  be  difpofcd  to  defer  the  other.     If  not,  he 
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tmuld  at  kaft  have  <he  fiuisfiifiion  to  think  that  he  left  the  matter 
to  be  taken  up  by  abiUties  far  fuperior  to  his  own. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PtTT  (aid,  that  the  notice  given  by  the  hcxKNin- 
able  gentleman,  was,  in  many  points  of  view,  one  of  the  moft  ex-* 
traordinary  he  had  ever  heard:  in  the  iirft  place,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  fiated,  that  he  had  the  bufinefs  in  contempkition, 
and  had  even  mentioned  it  in  a  very  early  period  of  the  feflion.-i^ 
Secondly,  he  ftatcd  what  was  perfcftly  corredl,  that  the  Report  of 
the  Loan  Committee  had  lain  a  confiderabie  time  on  the  table.-^ 
Thirdly,  he  (aid,  that  Monday  had  been  long  pre  occupied  by  at 
fobjeA  of  great  importance. -^-Fourthly,  he  mentioned  the  nece(fity 
of  his  foon  leavii^  town  to  attend  the  circuit,  a  circum(hnce  whi^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  muft  have  known  on  the  laft  day  of  term  t 
t^n  all  thefe  grounds,  the  liortourable  gentleman  fixed  his  motion 
for  Monday^  with  a  view  of  giving  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  the  alternative^ 
either  of  poftponing  a  queftion  of  great  public  importance,  or  elfe  of' 
letting  the  honourable  gentleman  go  upon  the  circuit  with  the  idea^ 
that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  unwilling  to  meet  the  difcuffion ;  however^ 
as  the  debate  upon  this  fubje6t  would  not,  in  all  probability,  ex- 
tend to  any  great  lengtli,  it  might  take  place  on  Monday  without 
irttcrfering  with  any  Other  bufii^cfs. 

iThc  notice  was  fixed  for  Monday* 

Mr*  SMITH  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  (or  refunding  th< 
^joumed  debate  on  the  rc(olutions  relative  to  the  loan  be  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read. 

Mr.  SMITH  correded  fome  of  the  figures  which  were  improu 
perly  ftated  in  the  printed  Report. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  gave  notice  that  he  (hould,  on  Monday  nexta 
Itibmit  a  motion  to  the  conlideratkin  of  the  Hotrfe,  on  the  fubjeA  ot 
^t  Hatnbuigh  bills. 

The  Houfe  then  (according  to  order)  itfumed  the  adjourned  d^^ 
bate  on  the  motion  itiade  upon  laft  Monday,  "  viz.  That  it  appe^ 
to  this  Houfe^  that  the  principle  of  making  loans  for  the  public  fcr- 
vice,  by  free  and  open  cdmpetitioni  uniformly  profefTed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  been  very  generally  rocognifedi 
as  affording  the  faireft  prefpciSt  of  public  advantage*" 

The  queftion  on  tlie  firft  refolution  being  put, 

The  right  honoui^le  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS  hoped  he 
^had  no  occaiion  to  make  any  apology  for  rifing  to  exprefsliis  fcrltiments 
on  the  prefent  motion,  as  he  had  the  honour  to  be  named  on  the  Sele^ 
Committee,  and  had  confidered  it  as  his  duty  to  attend  it  regularly, 
and  to  fpare  no  pai  ns  in  the  diligent  inveftigation  of  the  fubje^  concern* 
^  ig  which  the  Houfc  had  thought  fit  to  direct  an  inquiry.  At  the  dofe 
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of  that  inqmry>  It  was  a  great  {atisfaAion  to  him  to  find  that  Aem 

was  an  unanimous  coneurrence  of  opinion  between  himfelf  and  all 

his  colleagues  of  the  Committee  who  had  thought  proper  to  be  pre-* 

fcnt  on  that  day,  on  the  only  matter  on  which  they  had  felt  them- 

felves  entitled  or  bound  to  exprefs  ai)  opinion ;  a  matter,  which, 

from  the  courie  of  the  debates  wMch  terminated  in  the  appointment 

of  the  Committee,  appeared -to  him,   and  he  beUeved  to  many 

others,  to  form  one  of  the  nwft  important  objedils  of  the  inquiry, 

n  !iat  opinion  was  exprcffed  in  the  intfodu^iory  part  of  the  Report 

to  the  following  effe^,  viz,  *^  That  on  tnjpeffm  ofthelijls,  as  Will 

fis  on  the  examination  of  the  parties,  the  Committee  Jaw  no  ground  U 

Juppofe.  thai  any  interference  took  place  on  the  part  of  anjperfons  cm'* 

neHedwith  Government  in  (he  difirihution  of  any  part  if  the  loan** 

H^  muft  alfo  do  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  Chairman 
of  tli^f  Comniittee,  (and  had  fubmitted  that  forty-fold  fyflem  of  re-i- 
folutions  to  tlie  Houfe,  of  which  the  fubjed  of  ^the  prefent  motion 
formed  the  firfi)  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  had  been  uniform  in 
profefling  a  lincere  belief  that  nothing  of  undue,  corrupt,  or  culpable 
motivps  had  operated  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequcr  in  the 
tranfaclion  of  the  loan,  and  that  the  higheft  degree  of  blame  he 
had  ever  thought  imputable  to  him  was  that  of  improvidence. 

This  has  been  his  conftant  profeflion  in  the  Houfe  before  the 
Committee  was  named,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  Committee,  and  in 
his  fpeech  the  other  night  on  opening  his  refolutions.  But  when  I 
compared  that  declared  opinion  of  the  honourable  Member  with  the 
tenor  of  his  fpeeol),  and  the  language  and  fpirit  of  the  refdutions, 
I  felt  a  degree  of  furprife  which  has  not  been  much  diminilhed  by 
fhe  interval  of  time  that  has  elapfed  fiQce  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  The  honourable  gentleman  profeffed  that  he  had  not  the 
flighted  fufpicion  that  the  loan  had  been  employed  by  GovemmenI 
as  the  inftniment  of  corruption ;  yet  in  his  very  outfet  the  other 
night,  he  thought  fit  to  remark,  what  he  was  pleafed  to  call, 
a  nK>ft  extraordinary  coincidence ^  between  the  names  of  thegendemea 
In  the  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  delivered  to  the  Bank,  and  of 
thofe  who  attended  the  meeting  of  Merchants,  Bankers,  and  Trader^ 
of  the  City  of  London,  held  at  Grocers'  Hall,  where  the  meafure 
of  the  two  bills  for  the  fafety  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  againft 
feditious  meetings,  was  approved  of.  A  Minifter,  he  faid,  woal4 
not  in  thefe  days,  be  fo  weak  or  dumfy  as  tp  attempt  the  dire£l 
bribery  of  Members  of  this  Houfe,  by  the  diftribution  among  them' 
of  paltry  portions  oSfcrip^  but  that  it  might  bca  ftroke  of  refined 
and  efFedlual  corruption,  to  purchafe  the  fanAion  of  the  great  monicd 
^  intereft  of  the  metropolis  to  his  meafures,  prpecially  during  a  war* 
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bj  Urge  atltotmcnts  of  the  profit  of  a  bargaini  profofe  in  regard  to  the 
'&ite  in  proportion  as  it  was  advantageous  to  them.     But  this,  it 
Ibems,  was  only  a  lingular  coincidence,  and  he  acquitted  the  mer- 
chants atfo  of  corruption,  by  declaring,  that  he  thought  them  men  of 
^hataders  too  refpe^bbk  aD4  independant,  to  be  biaiTed  by  any  pc* 
cuniary  advantages,  in  the  fentitnents  they  might  declare  on  fubjo6ts 
afTe^Ung  the  intcreds  and  fafetji  of  the  Public.     Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  reilly  expedl  that  the  Houie  would  fuppofe  him  idle  and 
abfurd enough  ^occupy  their  time  with  ilating  thefe  things,  merely 
to.  po>]}t  out  a  /^f/r^c</ and  accidental  coincidence  of  circumfiancca 
totally  unconnected  and  independant;  or  would  it  be  doing juftice 
to  his  underftanding,  not  to  conclude,  whatever  colour  he  might 
ufe,  that  he  meant  to  imply  that  the  loan  was  the  caufe,  and  the* 
vote  at  Grocer*5  Hall  the  cffcSt  i     Neither  were  his  refolutions, 
and  efpocially  the  two  lad,  leitinconfiftent  with  his  uniform  pro* 
.  feflions  concernhig  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     He  tells  us, 
that  he  never*  thought,  and  does  not  think,  that  any  thini;  beyond 
the  mere  peccadillo  o(  improvidence  is  imputable  to  that  right  honour- 
able ]gentleman^  and  he  concludes  the  refolutions  which  he  defircs 
the  Houie  to  adopt,  by  pronouncing,  that  the  public  agent,  the  de* 
poQtory  of  the  national  faith  and  honour,  the  truftee  Slnd  guardian 
of  its  financial  conccmsi  "  had,  in  every  part  of  the  tranfadion  of 
^'  the  late  loan,  facrificed  the  public  intereft,  in  favour  of  a  oon- 
**  traitor  palpably  preferred,  and  immoderately  benefited,  by  the 
/'  giftof  a  loanof  i8,ooo,oooL  on  fuch  terms,  and  accompanied 
"  with  fuch  arrangements,  as  to  create  a  profit  of  2,i6o»QqQl.'* 
What  a  mockery  mud  it  appear  t^  this  Houfe,  to  find  fuch  a  pro- 
pofition  prefaced  by  fuch  piofcflfionSi   and  how  vain  muft  be  the 
honourable  gentleman*$  hope,  if  he  thinks  he  can,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, leni/a/e  verbi  ret  netrbitatem  mihgare. 

Sir,  although  only  the  flrft  rcfolution  is  before  the  Houfe  on  the 
prefent  motion,  yet,  as  they  have  all  been  opened,  il^ted^  and 
printed,  and  form  one  chain  of  aflertion,  argument,  or  infinua* 
txon,  leading  (by  what  fort  of  logic  will  appear  in  tlie  courfe  of  what 
I  have  to  fubmit)  to  the  conclufions  in  the  two  lad,  I  hope  I  may 
take  the  liberty  to  anfwer  them  all  together,  and  I  (ball  begin  by 
declaring,  that  I  think  every  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  39 
articles,  [this  being  fuppofed  to  allude  to  Mr.  Smith's  religious  per- 
fuafion  as  a  DiiTentcr,  produced  a  general  laugh],  which  were 
framed  fur  the  fake  of  edablifliing  the  40th,  is  cithci;  founded  ta 
mifapprehenfion,  fupprcflion,  partial  datemcnt,  or  perverlion  of 
the  evidenoe  contained  in  tlie  Report,  and  mixed  up  with  fo  much 
falfe  aigumtnt,  unfounded  infmuation,  and  mifappUcation  of  prin- 
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ciples,  and,  above  all,  fo  obviouily  offered  to  the  Houfe  as  the  ground- 
work of  a  moft  unjuft,  and  therefore,  under  the  circutnftances,  a 
mod  dangerous  accufation  of  one  of  its  menlbers,    that  I  find  it 
my  duty  to  objefl  to  all  of  them — and  to  ftate,  beforehand,  that  be- 
fore I  fit  down,  I  (hall  move  fuch  an  amendment  on  the  firft,  as  I 
think  ncceffarily  called  for,  in  order  at  once  to  affcrt  the  principle 
contained  in  it,  as  now  worded,  and  to  vindicate  ih^  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  departure  from  that  principle,  as  far  as  he  has  found 
liimfelf  compelled  to  depart  from  it  in  the  prcfent  inftance  ;  and,  if 
the  Houfe  (hall  concur  in  this  amendment,   I  (hall  propofe  to  them 
to    difpofe  of  the   37  next  refolutions,    (hould  the    honourable 
gentleman  perfift  in  moving  them,  by  the  previous  queftion,  and  of 
the  2  laft  by  a  direct  negative,  in  order  to  fubftitute,  in  their  room, 
two  others,  cxpreffive  of  that  juftification  and  approbation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  condudt,  which  the  unwarranted  at- 
tack upon  it  has,  in  my  mind,  rendered  neceifary,  both  for  his  fake, 
and  that  of  the  Public.     The  general  heads  on  which  the  contradl 
for  the  loan  has  been  arraigned  are,  I  think,  as  follows: 

That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has,  by  concluding  with 
Me(rrs.    Boyd  and  Co.,  done  a  manifeft  and  voluntary  injury  to 
other  refpedtable  individuals  ;  to  Mr.    Morgan  and  his  friends, 
who  have  complained,  and  to  Meffrs.  Melli(h,  who  have  not  com-  » 
plained. 

That  this  injury  has  arifen  by  his  departing  unncce(rarily  from 
his  own  favourite  principle  of  competition. 

That  he  affe<Sed  to  yield  to  groundlcfs  and  idle  claims  of  pre- 
ference by  Meffrs.  Boyd. 

Th^t,  in  truth,  he  gave  that  preference  as  the  reward  for  a 
great  fervice  rendered  to  him,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  a 
large  advance  of  money,  under  circumftances  extremely  cenfurc- 
able. 

That  the  terms  of  the  loan  were,  in  themfelvcs,  grofsly  advan- 
tageous to  the  contradtor,  and  injurious  to  the  Public,  and  were 
entered  into  at  a  time  when  there  were  other  perfons  ready  (and  this, 
it  is  faidf  can  be  proved)  to  have  taken  it^at  a  much  fmaller 
profit. 

That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contrived  to  fink  the 
value  of  the  3  per  cent,  funds,  by  an  unufual  operation  of  the  Cora- 
miffioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and  then  gave 
nothing  but  three  per  cents  for  the  loan,  (except  65,  6d.  long  an- 
nuity ;)  which  was,  in  truth^  a  fcheme  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
loan  to  the  oontradlor,  dt  the  expence  of  the  Public. 

That  he  poftponcd  the  delivery  of  the  King's  melTagc  con- 
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cem^ng  peace  Hll  after  the  bai^n  was  concluded^  and  thereby  oc« 
cafioned  an  enormous  advance  in  the  funds,  **  which  it  was  impffiUt 
net  ioforejee' — an  advance  whereof  the  Public  muft  have  had  the 
benefit,  if  the  meffage  had  been  delivered  on  an  earlier,  or  the  bar- 
gain concluded  on  a  later  day,  and  at  a  tiitie  nearer  to  that  on  which 
the  budget  was  opened,  agreeably  to  general  practice. 

From  all  thefc  heads  of  charge,  the  honourable  Member  infers 
what  his  fpecclies  call  imprwidence^  and  his  rcfolutions  tranflatc  < 
Jacrifice  of  the  public  interefi^  in  order  to  benefit  a  fsivoured  contractor 
and  lus  friends,  to  the  amount  of  2,i6o,ogo1.  out  of  the  public 
ptKket,  and  what  other  gentlemen  have  dated  as  fuch  palpab^  corrup- 
tion as  muft  clearly  appear,  if  the  lifts  of  the  contractors,  and  the 
fubordinate  lil^s  of  the  (barers  in  the  loan,  (hould  be  produced. 
The  honourable  Chairman,  indeed,  has  always  declared,  that,  in 
his  view  of  the  fubjedh,  the  produ<5tion  of  the  lids  was  unneceifary 
and  ufclefs ;  hut  other  Members,  as  eager  for  the  inquiry  as  himfdf, 
have  expreflcd  themfelves  very  diiFcrcntly,  and  have  rendered,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  obtained,  fuch  production  abfolutely  neceilary,  either 
for  the  exculpation,  or  dctcdion,  of  the  perfons  chaiged  as  the  agents 
in  the  corrupt  didribution,  and  who,  it  was  hinted,  on  the  day 
when  the  Committee  was  moved  for,  might  be  found  by  looking 
round  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this  Houfe, 

I  proceed  to  conddcr,  firft,  the  fup^K^fed  injury  done  to  Mr.  Mor- 
fan.  That  gentleman  had  been  treated  in  all  the  previous  debates 
as  the  principal  dramatis  pcrfana*  His  evidence  was  fird  called  for 
in  the  Committee ;  and  oocupicd  much  more  of  our  time  than  any 
of  the  other  examinations.  The  honourable  Chairman,  however, 
abdaincd  fo  long  in  his  late  fpecch  from  mentioning  Mr.  Morgan, 
that  I  had  begun  to  apprehend  that  he  meant  to  omit  him  altogether. 
That  he  did  not  do — He  at  lad  took  notice  of  him.  I  Avail  take 
the  liberty  of  redoring  him  to  his  place  in  the  front  of  the  battle, 
and  (hall  confider  his  cafe,  both  en  his  own  evidence,  and  on  that  of 
the  other  gentlemen  who  have  been  examined. 

The  gravamen  of  which  he  complains  is,  that,  on  the  faith,  not 
only  of  the  general  knowledge  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
adoption  of  the  principle  of  competition,  but  alfo  in  confequence  of 
diredi  communications  from  him,  through  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
by  which  he  declared  his  intention  that  there  (hould  be  an  open  com- 
petition in  the  prefent  indancc,  he  (Mr.  Morgan)  had  determined 
to'1)ecome  a  bidder,  had  opened  a  lid,  and  had  induced  a  number 
of  perfons,  to  the  amount  of  about  400,  either  to  advance  large 
fums  of  money  to  him,  or  to  keep  their  ca(h  unemployed  at  their 
bankers,  in  order  to  be  prepared  to  make  the  ufual  depofiti  in  cafe  he 
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fhould  be  the  faccefsful  competitor ;  that  this  had  been  die  afiair 
of  feveral  weeks  preparation  ;  and  that  afterwards,  and  not  till  the 
25th  of  November,  the  day  when  the  different  competitors,  con- 
fifting  of  three  parties,  himfelf,  Meffrs.  Mellifli,  and  Mr.  Boyd's 
party,  went  by  appointment  to  Downing  Street,  to  hear  the  ufual 
prelimina^es  ibtted,  he  learned  that  the  rule  of  competition  was  to 
be  abandoned,  and  a  preference  given  to  Mr.  Boyd  ;  that  this 
meafure  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  occafioncd  a  great 
iiijuiy  to  him  and  his  fubfcribers,  as  they  had  not  made  any  provt- 
fion  for  the  re-invcftment  of  the  money  which  they  had  neceffarily 
called  in  to  make  the  qfual  depolit,  and  fuch  payments  as  might  be 
fixed  for  an  early  period. 

Such  is  Mr.  Morgan's  cpmplaint,  and  that  of  a  number  of  his 
ibblcribers,  as  fet  forth  in  their  petition  prefented  to  this  Houfe  on 
the  4th  of  December.  And,  I  nuift  here  obferve,  previous  to  the 
comparifon  of  the  complaint  with  the  evidence  in  the  Report,  that,  if 
the  cafe  had  been  as  ftated,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had,  from  found  reafons  of  public  advantage,  departed  froma  poll- 
tive  engagement  witli  individuals,  the  confequence  would  have  been 
only,  that  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  have  received  a  compen- 
fation  from  the  Public,  adequate  to  the  injury  they  could  have 
(hewn  themfelves  to  have  fuftained.  The  moft  poiitivd  engagement 
cannot  be  more  inviolable  than  the  right  to  the  excluiive  enjoyment 
of  private  property ;  yet  it  is  often  both  wife  and  juft  in  the  Lcgi- 
flature,  to  poflefs  itfelf  of  fuch  property,  when  the  public  good  requires 
it,  without  the  coofent  of  the  owner ;  compenfation,  in  fuch  cafe^ 
being  all  that  he  can  fairly  claim  or  expe6t.  The  prayer,  there- 
fore, of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Morgan's  fubfcribers,  that  die  baigain 
with  Mr.  Boyd  (hould  not  be  fan£tioned,  becaufe  of  the  injury  they 
fuppofed  themfelves  to  have  fuftained^  was  abfurd. 

But  what  is  Mr.  Morgan's  evidence  on  this  fubje^  ? — I  will  read 
it  from  the  Report.  "  On  Friday,  the  a  3d  of  Oftober,  I  under- 
"  ftood  from  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Godfchal  Johnfon^  (one  of 
the  contra<Stors,  with  Mr.  Moigan,  for  the  loan  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1 794)  ''  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Boyd  would  have 
the  loan.  In  confequence  of  this,  I  told  him  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  forming  a  liA,  nor  had  made  any  kind  of  arrangement." 
After  this  he  ftates  himfelf  to  have  fluctuated  in  his  intention,  and 
ih  his  conjeAures,  concerning  the  preference  that  might  be  ^ven 
to  Boyd.  On  Monday,  the  26th of  that  month,  he  iaw  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  andalfoonTuefday  the  27th,  and  Wednefday  the  28th 
On  each  of  thofe  days,  he  fbted,  on  die  one  hand,  the  general  ru-^ 
mour  ooncen^ng  Boyd,  and  on  the  other >  the  faA,  that  MelTrs. 
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MelU(h  were  forming  a  lift,  which  fcemcd  to  contiadid  the  idea  of  a 
preference  to  Boyd,  and  alfo  that  he  himfelf  had  been  much  applied 
to  to  open  a  lift.    The  Oovcmor  of  the  Bank,  ^ he  fays,  told  him^ 
on  all  thefe  three  days,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
always  faid  "  competition,"  vrhencver  he  had  fpokcn  to  him  on  the 
fubjecl ;   but  that  ftill  he  (the  Governor)  had  great  doubts  on  his 
mind— ^"  there  was  a  fomething,  he  did  not  explain  tliat  fomething, 
**  that  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  party  feemcd  to  be  confident."  On  the  2  7th, 
he  told  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  he  (hould  make  up  his  mind  pofi- 
tively  by  the  next  day.  On  the  next  day,  the  Governor,  after  repeat- 
ing that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  always  faid  "  compeii- 
tion^*  expreflcd,  in  a  very  ftroHg  manner,  his  doubts — and  that  the 
loan  would  go  to  Mr.  Boyd,  and  he  (Mr.  Morgan)  would  be  difap- 
pointed."  There  was  fomething  or  another — he  nevermentionedwhat^ 
**  that  would  be  brought  forward  to  prevent  its  going  to  a  compc- 
**  tition."    This  is  taken  from  the  narrative  which  he  at  firft  ftated 
to  the  Committee,  and  which  was  afterwards  deliberately  read  over 
to  him,  that  he  might  corrcdl  any  miftakcs  he  or  the  clerk,  in  tak- 
ing it  down,  might  have  fallen  into.     On  the  queftion,  however, 
whether,  on  that  very  28  th  of  Odiobcr,  the  Governor  alluded  to 
any  other  motive  as  operating  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
cxclufive  of  the  laft  payn>ent  on  the  preceding  loan  not  having  been 
completed,  (a  circumftance  on  which  I  (hall  have  afterwards  to  ob- 
ferve),  he  anfwcrs,   "  beyond  all  doubt  whatever,  and  that  was  no 
part  of  it ;   particularly  it  was  ftated  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank 
to  me,  that  there  had  been  an  important  monej^  ncgociation, 
**  amounting  to  900,000!.  in  which  it  was  underftood  that  Mr. 
"  Boyd  had  gpcatly  affifted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
**  that  on  that  ground  Mr.  Boyd  would  have  the  loan.     This  was 
"  ftated  not  once,   but  repeatedly."     Here,    Sir,   the  Houfe  will 
perceive  a  ftrangc  contrariety  between  Mr.  Morgan's  narrative  and 
his  anfwers,  on  which  I  wifli  to  make  no  harlher  remark,  than 
that  he  appears  to  be  of  fo  feeble  and  incoherent  a  memory,  that  little 
reliance  can  be  had  on  Ins  teftimony,  in  the  inveftigation  of  the  fads 
in  queftion.     But  let  us  fee  the  opinion  he  ultimately  formed  on  the 
fubjcdt  of  the  fuppofed  exclufive  preference,  and. the  refolution  he 
came  to' with  regard  to  his  own  lift.     "   I  had  private  intimations, 
"  confidential  ones,  that  /  could  rely  on,  that  Mr.  Boyd's  party  were 
**  conftantly  ajjured  of  having  the  loan.    (He  afterwards  explained, 
"  that  he  meant  by  "  affared'*  that  they  were  confident.)    The  re- 
"  fult  of  the  feveral  converfations  with  tlie  Governor  of  the  Bank 
**  was   an  imprcfllon  on  my   mind,    that  certainly  and  pcfitii'ely 
*'  there  would  be  no  competition.     From  Monday,   the  26th  of 
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**  OStohcTy  when  I  firft  had  the  communication  with  the  Governor 
•*  of  the  Bank,  until  Monday,  the  23d  of  November,  /  nru^r, 
**  had  an  obateTnerU,  of  that  impreffion."  Here  is  therefore  a  po- 
iitive  conviction,  that  no  competition  was  to  be  expected,  and,  of 
courfe,  that  all  preparation  by  Mr.  Morgan  would  be  idlencfs  and 
folly.  How  extraordinary  muft  his  condudl  appear  after  this,  when 
he  tells  us,  that  he  determined,  on  the  28th  of  Odober — ^not  to 
relinqui(h  all  idea  of  becoming  a  bidder — no— to  make  a  lift, 
which  he  opened  publicly  on  the  29th.  This  is  Mr.  Moi]gan's 
own  hiftory  of  his  own  opinion,  and  of  his  own  conduct ;  and,  if 
it  is  to  be  credited,  what  injury  has  been  done  to  him  ?  If  we  are 
to  credit  his  recoUeflion,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  the  Governor  of  die 
£ank,  he  was  warned  by  that  gentleman  *'  that  he  would  be  tricked ^'^ 
to  which,  he  fays,  he  replied,  "  that. he  fliould  do  his  utmoft  to  be 
'*  well  prepared  for  competition,  and,  if  he  was  precluded,  it  (hould 
**  not  be  his  fault."  With  a  clear  perfuafion  that  it  was  determined 
to  preclude  him,  what  pofllble  motives  can  we  affign  for  his  prepa- 
ration, or  what  efFe£l  could  he  poffibly  expeft  from  it,  except  a 
pretext  for  clamour  and  complaint  againft  Government  and  a  pe- 
tition for  TCdrefs  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  But  if  he  was  not, 
were  his  fubfcribers  injured  ?  If  he  did  not  communicate  to  them 
his  conviction,  or  the  grounds  of  it,  and  they  were  not  otherwifc* 
apprized  of  them,  they  were.  But  by  whom  ?  Not  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer — he  had  nycommunication  with  them — Moft 
alTuredly  by  their  principal,  ifjr.  Morgan.  He  infcribed  their 
names  in  his  lift,  encouraged  their  preparations,  received  5  per  cent 
on  the  fuppofed  amount  of  th^  loan  from  fome  of  them — "  and 
**  yet  there  were  undoubtedly  abundance  of  them,  to  whom  he  made 
**  no  communication  of  the  impreffionon  his  mind,  that  there  would 
**  be  no  competition.  "  To  fome,"  fays  he,  "  it  is  very  likely  I 
**  did  communicate  it,  but  in  general,  I  obferved  as  a  rule,  to  fay 
**  but  little  to  any  body,  but  to  hear  all  from  every  body/'  That 
he  did  not  communicate  his  imprcffion  to  his  principal  fub- 
fcribers, or  even  betray  to  them  any  thing  like  a  doubt  of  intended 
competition,  is  confirmed  by  the  remarkable  teftimony  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank  on  this  part  of  the  cafe  ;  who  tells  us,  he  wCiS 
more  on  Morgan's,  than  on  either  of  the  other  lifts.  We  colleft 
from  him,  that  as  he  had  never  declared  any  opinion  of  his  to  Mr- 
Morgan,  purporting  thal^Mr.  Boyd  would  have  the  preference  on 
account  of  the  money  negociation,  fo  Mr.  Morgan,  not  only  never  ex- 
preiTed  to  him  that  fuch  was  his  own  opinion,  but  fo  treated  the 
fubjedl  of  the  loan  in  their  converfations  upon  it,  that  he  (the  Gor 
yernor)  thought,  to  the  la(l,  that  Mr.  Morgan  never  Jufpedtcd  that" 
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Mr.  Boyd  would  have  a  preference  at  all.     '*  I  beHeve,*'  fays  he, 
^*  he  ahvajs  diou^t  it  would  be  by  competition." 

Let  us  now,  on  the  other  hand,  fuppnfe,  that  the  beliefy  of  no 
competition  and  of  preference  to  Mr.  Bc^d,  was  as  ffaongly  imprefled 
on  the  minds  of  Mr.  Moi^gan's  fubicribers  as  on  his  own.     This, 
he,  in  difFerent  parts  of  his  examinadon>  ftrongly  iniinuates.      <<  I 
**  did  hear  generally  from  all  perfons,  that  that  idea  was  underftood." 
In  that  cafe  they  are  as  little  injured  as  himfelf ;  and  have  nobcxly 
bnt  themfelves  to  blame,  if,  from  want  of  refle<5tiony  or  odicr  caufes, 
they  really  aAed  as  if  that  had  been  to  happen^  the  contrary  of  which 
diey  believed  to  have  been  determined  upon.     But,  in  truth,  I  muft 
be  permitted  to  fay,  that  I  cannot  believe  Mr.  Morgan's  account  of 
his  own  conduct  on  this  fubjedl.     I  would  afk  if  the  Houfe  can 
believe  him  ?    [Here  a  loud  cry  of  "  Hear,  hear,"  from  the  oppo- 
fite  fide.]     I  repeat  it,— can  the  Houfe  believe  him  f— I  have 
avoided  and  (hstll  avoid  all  ftrong  expreflions,  and  all  imputations  of 
intentional  mif-flatcment  by  Mr.  Morgan.     I  will  afcribe  every 
thing,  if  you  pleafe,  to  a  frail  and  unfaithful  memory.     But  can 
we  believe  an  account  fo  much  at  variance  with  itfelf ;  with  the  ac- 
tions of  the  perfon  who  gives  it ;  with  the  teftimony  of  others  re- 
ferred to  and  concerned ;  and  with  the  general  circumflances  and 
complexion  of  the  whole  tranfadlion  ? — One  obfervation  more  on 
this  part  of  the  fubjeft.     Mr.  Morgan's  pofitive  belief  of  predeter- 
mined preference  was  founded  on  private  intimations— confidendal 
ones, — on  which  he  could  rely.      On  confidential  information, 
which  he  had  conftantly  received,  up  to  Tuefday,  the  29th  of  No* 
vembcTi     It  will  appear  to  have  beai  very  fit,  when  the  reft  of  his 
teftimony  is  coniidered,  for  the  Committee  to  endeavour  to  afcer- 
tain,  if  poflible,  the  degree  of  authority  and  authenticity  which 
it  was  natural  for  Mr.  Moi^gan  to  attribute  to  thefe  confidendal 
communications.     This  was  one  meaas  of  judging  of  the  force  of 
his  judgement,  aiul  Ms  rules  of  argument  and  condufl,  which  it 
was  of  fome  confeou^ce  to  know,  as  he  was  examined  by  feveral 
Members  of  the  Committee,  as  to  matters  of  opinion,  on  many 
points  of  great  public  concern.  It  was  alfo  material  to  difcover  how 
bx  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  really  be  (hewn  to  have 
given  reafonable  grounds  to  found  a  belief,  that  he  had  a  predeter- 
nflined  intention  to  giye  a  preference  to  Boyd,  contrary  to  his  decla- 
idtioiis  repeatedly  made  in  this  Houfe,  and  to  what  he  had  publicly 
aUthofifed  die  Governor  of  the  Bank  to  declare,  die  firft  time  he  ever 
g^Ve  l^m  any  ^ujthority  on  the  fubjeA..    There  is  fomething  in  this 
part  of  Mr*  Morgan's  examination,  which  has  almoft  the  air  of  a 
conttdy.     He  declined  naming  the  perfon  fbm  whom  he  had  di- 
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redly  received  the  intimations  in  quefiion,  without  his  J^ve ;  bccaoKe 
it  probably  mig^t  lead  to  fome  other  perfon  of  whom  he  knew  no^ 
thing ;  and  he  afterwards  informed  us  diathe  had  confulted  him,  and 
bad  not  obtained  his  leave. 

This  confidential  information,  he  had  faid,  was  always  fitun  one 
and  the  fame  perfon. 

^  ^'  Will  you  mention  whether  there  were  any  circumflances  in 
**  that  perfon's  ficuationi  that  induced  you  to  think  the  information 
**  more  authentic  than  the  general  rumour  you  have  mentioned  7 

A.  **  No  circumftances. 

^  **  What  were  your  reafons  for  thinking  you  could  particularly 
**  rely  on  the  information  you  had  received  from  that  perfon? 

J.  **  Becaufe  I  know  him  to  be  a  true,  boneft  man,  fully  to  be 
**  confided  in. 

J^.  '<  Had  you  any  reafon  to  think  that  he  had  any  particular  au- 
''  thentic  means  of  information  ? 

A»  **  From  his  telling  me  he  had  that  information,  an<i  that  I 
**  might  rely  on  it. 

J^.  **  Did  he  fay  he  had  the  information  from  Mr.  Boyd,  from 
'^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  fixHn  any  other  particular 
^*  perfon  or  perfons  whom  he  mentioned  ? 

J.  '^  He  never  mentioned  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  nor 
^*  Mr.  Bojrd.  He  certainly  mentioned  a  perfon  in  the  City,  froni 
^'  whom  he  had  the  information.  That  perfon  I  do  not  know  per* 
«  foo^y. 

J^.  "  When  you  were  informed  that  the  perfon  with  whom  yoii 

are  mi  acquainted,  had  declared  diat  Mr.  Boyd  was  to  have  the 

loan,  did  you  know  of  any  circumAances  beloi^ing  to  that  per« 
<<  fon,  which  led  you  to  think  that  he  had  the  means  of  authentic 
**  information  on  the  fubjedl  ? 

A-  **  I  did  believe  fo,  from  his  acquaintance  with  fome  of  Mr* 
•*  Boyd's  party. 

J^.  **  When  the  information  was  given  you,  was  it  mentioned 

to  you  on  what  ground  that  perfon,  whom  you  did  mt  know,  bad 
''  formed  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  to  have- the  loan? 

if.  **  Becaufe  he  was  toldfo: — That  was  mentioned  to  me* 

J^.  ''  Was  it  faid  by  whom  he  was  told  fo  ? 
'    if .  ''  I  do  not  know  that  ever  he  communicated  that  to  my  friend 
*•  that  fpoke  to  me,— I  do  not  recoiled  ever  hearing  it. 

j^.  *^  Then  you  never  heard  from  whom  by  name  that  perfon, 
''  whom  you  do  not  know,  had  his  information  on  the  fubjeA  ? 

if.  '^  I  never  heard  that  he  had  ever  (aid  any  name. 

^  "  As  you  faid  you  bad  heard  that  Meflrs«  Boyd  were  ooriftantly 
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**  afiurcd  of  having  the  loan,  were  any  perfons  named  from  whom 
**  they  had  that  affurancc? 


it 
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-/f .  "  I  always  underftood  that  they  felt  themfclvcs  confident  of 
luving  it.     And'  fo  I  conftantly  had  the  ccnfiJential  information. 
And  It  agreed  Wxih public  rumour  "    When  I  faid,   Meflfrs.  Boyd 
"  were  affured — I  meant  they  were  confident." 

I  beg  pardon  for  having  read  fo  long  a  paflVgc  of  the  Report.    It 
appears  from  thence,  that  the  confidential  information,  which  in 
Mr.  Morgan's  conception,  amounted,  one  would  think,  to  a  pofi- 
tivc  dcmonfiration,    was  indeed  given  him  by  a  true  honeji  man ; 
but  derived  no  fupport  whatever  from  that  honcft  man's  veracit)% 
bccaufe  he  ftated  it  merely  on  the  faith  of  another  unknown,  perftMi- 
ally,  to  Mr.  Moi^gan ;  and  that  other  unknown  perfon  informed 
the  honed  man,  who  was  known  to  Mr.  Morgan,  that  he  believed 
it,  becaufe  he  was  told  Jo.     By  whom  he  was  told  fo,  ,what  that  in- 
formant's fources  of  knowledge  were,  or  what  was  his  meafure  of 
fenfc  or  veracity,  neither  Mr.  Morgan,  nor,  as  far  as  appears, 
Mr.  Morgan's  friend,  poffeficd  any  means  of  knowing  or  guefling  ; 
and,  at'lall,  this  valuable  intelligence,  on  which  fuch  pofitive  reli- 
ance was  placed,  r^foWes  itfelf  into  nothing  but  the  hearfay  of  a 
hearfay  of  a  hairfay,  which,  after  all,  Mr.  Morgan  feels  the  ncccf- 
lity  of  confirming,  by  the  corroboration  of  mere  rumour. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  much  more  natural,  and,  on  the  whole, 
more  juft  to  Mr.  Morgan,  that  we  (hould  believe,  as  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank  does,  that  he  adlcd  on  the  pcrfuafion  of  an  open  com- 
petition ;  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  nobody 
rcafon  to  think  otherwife,  than  that  he  really  intended  that  q)en 
competition,  till  the  25th  of  November,  when  he  came  to  have 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Boyd  fully  ftated,  and  ui^ged  upon  him,  and  to 
hear  the  Governor  of  the  Rank's  recolledlion  of  what  had  pafled  on 
riie  treaty  for  the  former  loan  ?  On  this  fuppofition,  Mr.  Morgan 
and  his  fi  lends  having  prepared  their  money  on  the  cliance  of  a 
competition,  in  which  they  might  have  been  out-bid,  have  fufFered 
no .  piore  inconvenience  than  they  muft  have  done,  if,  on  an  open 
competitbn,  tliey  had  been  out-bid  That  they  loft  the  chance  of 
being  the  beft  bidders,  becaufe  they  rejedled  the  qualified  compe- 
tition, which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  found  himfelf  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  propofing,  .in  fuch  a  cafe  ; — ^where  they  afted 
merely  on  a  declared  general  predile£lion  of  that  right  honourable 
gentlepfian ;  for  he  had  authorlfed  no  official  communication  of  that 
fort,  by  the  Governoi*  of  the  Bank,  till  the  23d  of  November,  and 
after  all  the  preparations  by  Mr.  Moigan  and  his  friends  had  been 
made  \  — will  hardly  be  thought  to  entitle  them  to  indemnity.    If  it 
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did»  (atid  the  cftablHhitient  of  fo  ftntnge  a  prccedenr  Could  be  jufti* 
fied)  the  juftice  of  Parliament  would  g^ve  fucb  indemnity  ;  but  w^ 
muil  lay  out  of  the  coaiideration  of  the  prcfent  debate,  all  pretext 
of  wilful  injury  to  thofe  individuals  ;  and  all  argument  drawn  from 
thence,  of  undue  motives,  in  the  tranfa£Hon  and  terms  of  this  loan. 

I  wiU  nowy  with  the  leave  of  th^  Houfe,  proceed  to  examine 
the  circum(hnces  and  nature  of  Mr.  Boyd's  claims,  as  diey  appesor 
from  the  Report. 

In  the  mopth  of  OSlober,  Mr.  Boyd,  r  who,  with  his  parfy^  (al 
it  is  called)  had  contraded  for  the  loan  of  the  former  year,  fays,  he  firft 
iieard,  that  a  new  loan  for  the  fervice  of  this  year,  was  in  contem« 
plation  ;  and  that,  about  that  time,  he  dated  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  right  which  he  thought  belonged  to  the  contract 
torsf  (not  the  Jubjcrihersy)  to  objedt  to  the  n^tiation  of  the  new 
loan.  But  he  adds,  that  he  did  not  Aate  it,  hy  any  means^  J[o  fullfp 
as  in  the  converfation  on  the  24th  of  November ;  and  in  the  joint 
letter  from  himfelf  and  Mr.  Robarts,  of  that  date.  Even  in  that 
converfation  of  the  a4th  of  November,  Mr.  Boyd  does  not  feem  to 
have  refied  on  any  ftrong  ground  or  recoUedlion  of  pofitive  engage- 
ment ;  for,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mentioned  that 
he  did  not  recoiled  any  fuch  engagement,  Mr.  Boyd  appears  ta 
have  anfwered,  that  he  underftood  the  engagement  to  have,  been 
ritier  fffifive  or  implied.  We  may  therefore  prefume,  that,  in  what 
pafled  between  them,  he  chiefly  founded  himfelf  on  the  arguments 
which  he  thought  amfe  out  of  the  nature  of  the  thing ;  and  on  that 
occaiion  he  tells  us,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feemed 
pejitively  dittrmrud  not  to  admit  of  the  claim.  From  thence,  till 
the  23d  of  November,  he  thinks  he  may  pofitively  affirm,  that  he 
had  no  farther  oommunication  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  fubjedt. 

This  account  correfponds  both  with  that  which  has  repeatedlj 
been  given  in  this  Houfe,  and  with  thetefiimony  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  as  well  as  with  the  whole  condudl  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  For  it  is  clear,  diat  he  adled  up  till  the  24th 
of  November,  as  he  could  not  have  done,  upon  any  intelligible  and 
explicable  principle,  if  he  had  not  really  intended  aiii  open  competi- 
tion. It  is  clear  he  had  no  recoUeSion  of  any  thing  which  could 
bear  theconftrudion  of  »)  a£hial  engagement  to  Boyd's  party ;  and 
that,  from  the  manner  in  which  their  argumentative  claim  had  been 
curforily^  urged  to  him,  he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged,  and  did 
not  oiean,  to  ad  upon  it.  Is  it  (MQSble,  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife, 
that,  on  the  23d  of  Novemberf  he  would  have  commiflioned  th« 
Governor  of  the  Bank  to  tell  the  three  parties,  that  an  open  com- 
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Iietidon  was  intended  ?     What  poQible  advantage  could  he  have 
expeded  ftom  fuch  a  declaration,  if  it  had  not  been  lincere  ? 

In  OiSiober,  however^  he  had  thou|^t  it  due  to  Mr.   Boyd's 
party^  .to  tell  them,  that  he  would  fend  to  diem  before  any  com- 
petition (hould  take  place,  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay.     With  the 
impreflson  he  had  of  the  lAadmiflibility   of  their  claim,  amidft 
liie  great  vaciety  of  important  occupations,  in  which,  during  the 
intprval,  he  was  neceflarily  engaged,  would  it  be  extraordinary  to  find, 
rthat  he  did'  hot  fully  recoiled),  or  at  leafF,  not  fulfil  this  promtfe, 
.till  he  was  reminded  of  it  by  Mr.  Boyd's  letter  of  the  23d  of  the 
next  month }  Could  he  pofiibly  have  forefeen  the  trouble  and  incon- 
venience which  havearifen  to  bimfelf  and  this  Houfe,  from  his  not 
having  taken  an  ealier  opportunity  of  difcufling  their  preteniions, 
undoubtedly^  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  he  would  have  fent  to  diem 
Iboner.     But  what  diflerence  that  could  have  made  to  the  public, 
'or  in  the  terms  on  which  the  k>an  was  negodated,  ik  is  impoffible 
:to  difcovjer*. 

If  he  had  taken  that  courfe,  and  had  referred  to  the  Governor 
«  of  the  Bank,  who  had  been  prefent  at  the  bargain  for  the  preceding 
ryear,  it  sq^pears,  by  the  teftimony  of  that  gentleman,  when  he  did 
ire&rto  hiibj,  that  he  would  have  been  reminded  of  a  circamftance, 
.which  does  ibem  to  have  amounted  in  his  (the  Governor's)  opinion, 
to  famediing  very  like  a  dired  engagement*     For,  in  the  confer- 
.<nce  between  the  Governor,  the  Deputy  Governor,  and  Chancellor 
.of  the  Exchequer,  on  die  25th  of  November-^previous  to  that 
.whiid)  the  third  of  the  pvopofed  refolutions  choofes  to  call  ^Jepct- 
irate  conference  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  Meflrs 
Boyd  and  his  party,  when,  in  truth,  it  was  a  conference  at  which 
.were  alfio  prefent  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
befides  the  two  Secretaries  to  the  Treafury,— ^the  Chancellor  of  the 
JCxchequer  hiving  afked  the  Govem6r,  if  he^recolle6led,  whether,  at 
the  meedng  for  the  preceding  loan,  he  had  committed  himfelf  to  any 
promife,  conformable  to  Mr.  Boyd's  claim,  the  anfwer  was,  '*  He 
thought  Mr.  Pitt  had  in  (brae  meafure  committed  himfelf  to  fuch  a 
promife,  for  that,  on  adjufting  the  days  of  payment  for  the  then  loan, 
one  of  the  contraQing  parties  had  wifhed  to  have  die  lad  payment 
in  Febrilary  1796,  inftead  of  January,  but  was  anfwered,  by  Mn 
Pitt^  that  he  could  not  aHent  to  that,  as  he  might  poflibly  want 
to  raife  a  new  loan  in  January."     Thus  it  feems  manifeft,  that 
Ihe  Governor  of  the  Bank  had  a  clearer  recoUedion  of  what  had 
paiTed  on  that  former  occafion,  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer^ or  even  Mr.  Boyd  himfelf.    Accordingly,  he  tells  us,  that  he 
Iifi^ysdid  fuppofe  or  fufpedl that  Mr.  Boyd  woulU^  or  might,  have 
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a  preference,  and  ibat  he  had  laic^  tn  private  confidential  converfa- 
tion,  (which,  he  fays,  he  apprehends,  wi(h  deference,  no  gentleman 
could  deem  himfelf  juftiiied  in  divulging,)  that  he  had  fuch  fufpt- 
cions.  But,  he  declares,  that  he  never  in  his  life,  to  his  know- 
ledge 'or  recolle6Hon,  told  Mr.  Morgan  that  he  thou^t  he  would  be 
tricked^  nor  ufed  words  tg  that  fSS&&  \  if  ever  he  did  ufe  fuch  a 
word,  "  it  certainly  was  in  a  joking  way."  "  The  grouMls  of  ftiy 
fufpicions  were,  fays  he,  that  I  conceived  Mr.' Boyd s  party,  in. 
point  of  good  faith,  had  a  claim  to  fome  preference, /y^om  the  cwdi-' 
tiom  ftipulated  at  the  making  df  the  preceding  loan  having  been  de- 
parted from  ;  and  I  thought  them  too  fagacidus  to  omit  availing 
tbemfelves  of  that  circumftancc."  He  did  not,  however,  mention 
that  reafon  to  Morgan,  he  thinks,  not  to  any  body ;  and  he  does- 
not  recolledl  that  he  ilated  any  other  reafon  to  him.  <<  /  had  no 
other  reafon, '  I  certainly  did  not  ftate  to  him,  that  there  had  been 
a  money  tranfadion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  to  the  amount 
of  900,0001.,  in  which  Meflrs.  Boyd  had  accommodated  Govern* 
ment."  The  Houfe  will  no  doubt,  compare  this  account,  widi  that 
of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  tells  us,  that  the  Governor  mentioned  to 
him,  both  the  one  ctrcumftance  and  the  other,  and  that  he  treated 
the  money  negociatton  as  the  ground  of  the  preference,  and  the 
other  matter,  "  neither  as  a  pledge  or  contrafl  on  the  part  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  n^  as  of  any  weight  to  give  Mr. 
Boyd  a  claim  of  preference." 

'But  it  is  faidy  that  Mr.  Boyd's  claim,  when  it  did  come  fully  be- 
fore the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  neither  bottomed  in  pofi- 
tive  nor  implied  engagement,  nor  in  the  reafon  of  the  thing;  that  Mr. 
Boyd's  arguments  drawn  ixova  the  lituadon  of  the  contra^ors,  and 
from  pradice  and  public  opinion,  were  frivolous  and  unfuifaunable ; 
thait  he  has  (hifted  his  grounds  on  the  fufojedt,  and  is  refuted  by  the 
teftimony  of  others  delivered  in  the  Committee. 

As  to  the  fiaft,  we  have  it  from  the  direct  evidence  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  die  Bank  ;  and  what  he  tells  us  concerning  the  conycrCntion 
on  the  occaiion  of  the  former  loan,  proves  two  things  :  6rft,  that 
he  coniidered  what  pafled  as  amounting  to  a  promife  of  which^Mr.; 
Boyd  would  be  entitled  to  avail  himfelf :  fecondly,  that,  at  the 
time,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  a  perfon  of  great  pradice 
and  experience  in  fuch  matters,  did,  when  the  fubjedl  was  fully 
prefcnt  to  his  mind,  fiscl  the  incompatibility  of  an  open  competi- 
tion for  one  loan,  to  commence  before  the  winding  up  of  the  formefy 
with  the  purchafed  rights  pf  the  contraSors  for  the  former.  In 
my  view  of  the  matter,  this  is  no  immaterial  circumftance.  .The 
Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer  could,  at  that  time,  have  no<bia»  oa 
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his  mind,  as  to  dns  point ;  and  yet,  he  immediately  fdt  that  if  a 

fcoond  loan  began  to  be  paid  befbte  the  ultimate  payment  on  cha 

firfti  it  would  bean  injury  tb  the  rightsof  the  former  contradors.  We 

have  then  the  ideas  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Chan^ 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  this  point ;  this  feems  a  pretty  firong 

juftificationof  Mr.  Boyd's  aflertion,  as  to  general  opinion  ;  and  you 

will  find  throughout  the  Governor  of  the  Bank's  examination,  that 

he  alwayf  continued  fhongly  imprefled  with  the  fame  fentiment. 

Being  afked,  whether  do  you  think,  in  the  particular  ftate  of  the 

loaA  of  1 7  9  5,  (i.e.  ^t  the  time  of  the  bai]g!iin  for  the  prefent  loan) . 

that  a  competition  for  the  latp  loan  would  have  been  unfair,  and  an 

%&,  of  injuftice  to  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  party  ?     His  anfwer  is,  ^*  I 

*f  think  they  would  have  had  great  reafon  to  complain."  The  fan>e 

opinion,  I  contend,  is  fairly  to  be  coUefled  from  Mr.  Mellifli's 

evidence  ;  for  he  alfo  feems  to  think,  that  fuch  a  proroife  as  the 

Governor  of  the  Bank  conceives  to  have  been  involved  in  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  declaration  on  the  occafion  of  the 

former  loan,  would  have  entitled  Mr.  Boyd  to  claim  a  preference. 

As  to  the  difierence  between^  the  right  of  a  contrador,   merely  as 

fuch,  and  of  a  fubfcriber,  merely  as  fuch ;  that  queftion  will  occur 

.  by  and  bye.     But  it  is  faid,  that  Mr.  Boyd  has  pretended  to  fet  up 

Z€aftom  on  this  fubjeS,  and  that  he  not  only  could  not  produce  a  fingle 

inftance  in  fupport  of  fuch  a  cuftom,  but  that  the  only  known 

inftance  is  againft  it.     Mr.  Boyd  doei  not  ufe  the  word  *'  cujkm^* 

which  gentlemen  feem  difpofed  Co  fubditute  (and  in  its  ftridl  legal 

ienfe)  for  praSficey  which  is  the  word  he  does  ufe  ;  anid  bk  affer? 

tion  (in  the  letter  of  November  24,}  is  not  that  there  has  been  a 

Gonfbnt  pradice,  when  a  new  loan  is  brought  forward  before  the 

condufion  of  the  former,  to  give  a  preference  to  the  former  con- 

tradiors ;  but  that  he  and  his  party,  as  the  former  contraiSlors,  had 

a  right,  from  conftant  prafiicc,  to  fay,  **  There  muftbe  no  new 

loan  (i»  e.  unlefs  our  interefts  are  protected)  until  the  period  aingne4 

us  for  the  fale  ofoQr /crip  (hall  expire",  viz.  the  1 5th  Januaiy-r-i.e, 

till  the  termination  of  the  payments  on  our  laft  year's  loan.     Now 

the  conftant  prad^ice  turns  out  to  be  cxadly  conformable  to  this 

aflertion.     Mr.  Moi^an,  indeed,  in  his  narrative,  dates  *^  that 

he  had  underdood,  it  had  been  fet  forth,  as  a  matter  of  cujlom  and 

pradice,   that  the  fuifcriiers  to  a  loan  are  entitled  to  a  preference 

in  any  loan  that  may  be  brought  forward  before  the  payment^ 

are  compleated  on  their  former  loan ;  and  that  he  means  pofitively 

to  declare,  as  a  man  of  experience,  that  no  fuch  cudom  or  prance 

has  ever  exided,  or  was  ever  before  thought  of."     It  is  hardly 

wpfdi  while  to  rema^rk,  that  Mr.r  Morgan's  es^pcricnce  cannot  ba 
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contidered  as  of  great  t^eight  on  this  fubjeA,  becaufe  be  never  ap« 
pears  to  have  been  concerned  as  a'contraflor  in  any  loan  but  one, 
wz.  that  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1794.     But  here,  Mr.  Morgan 
confounds  the  inference  drawn  from  the  aUedged  (and  indifputable) 
practice,  with  the  praSice  itfelf. — No  fuch  pradiicc  is  alledged  as ' 
that  which  he  denies.     It  is  not  alledged^  th^  there  is  a  practice  or 
cuftom,  to  give  a  preference  in  die  cafe  in  queftion.     The  allega- 
tion is,  that,  by  conftant  pradice,  the  cafe  in  quedion  has  always 
been  avoided,  ht  at  lead  has  never  occured  ;  and  it  is  argued,  that 
it  has  been  avoided  becaufe  it  would  injure  the  right  of  former  con* 
tradiors,  and  that,  therefore,  if  it  were  to  be  propofed,  they  would  be 
entitled  to  obje<5J,   or  to  claim  fuch  a  preference  as  would  indemnify 
thcnfu     But  Mr.  Morgan  has  a  curious  method  of  difproving  the 
cxiftcnccofthc  pradice  contended  for.     He  fays,  that  when  he  and 
his  friends  contracted  for  the  loan  for  1 7949  a  material  queftion  pot 
by  Mm  to  the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer,  >«^s,  "  If  any  other  nH)ney 
was  to  be  borrowed  or  raifcd  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  ?"     He  then 
adds,  "If  there  had  been  a  cuflom  or  praflicc  exifting,  fuch  as 
before  alluded  to,  I  (hould  not  have  thought   it  ncceflary  to  put 
fuch  a  queftion."— Therefore,  /Aa/ cannot  exift.as  a  right  arifing. 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  tranfiidion,  which  a  particular  individual, 
not  aware  of  the  e(bblifhed  maxim  that  exprejfio  eorum  qua  tactU 
infant  nihil  operatur^  thinks  it  prudent,  from  fuperabundant  cautiorv 
to  make  the  fubjedl  of  pofitivcinqury  and  Aipulation.     Tlic  only 
fair  inference,  from  Mr.  Morgan's  conduft  in  this  refpedt,  is,  that 
he  felt  then  what  Mr.  Boyd  has  fince  infifted  upon,  that  a  new  loan, 
before  the  expiration  of  his,  would  injure  a  right  which  he  had 
purchafcd  by  his  contra^. 

As  to  the  pradice,  the  evidence  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  is 
decifive.  He  expreflly  told  us,  that  Mr.^  Ncwland  had  fearched 
in  the  books  of  the  Bank,  and  ctxild  find  no  inftance  whatever, 
fince  its  eftablilhment,  when  a  new  loan  was  made,  and  the  receipts 
came  out,  before  all  the  payments  w^ere  made  on  the  former.  In 
like  manner,  Mr.  Newland  hi^elf  (the  principal  caihier  of  the 
Bank)  fays,  ^<  It  is  underftobd,  that  an  old  loan  (hall  be  finiihed, 
before  a  new  one  takes  place,  and  therefore,  if  the  firft  payment  on 
the  new  one  were  to  precede  the  lad  on  the  former,  the  oontra&ors 
for  the  former  would  have  juft  caufe  to  complain."  The  records 
of  this  Houfe  would  prove  die  {^me  thing. 

But  Mr.  Morgan,  fays,  that  the  cafe  of  his  loan  was  an  ihftance ; 
for  that,  in  that  cafe,  the  contraSf  for  the  loan  of  the  year  1795 
was-biought  forward  before  the  lad  payment  on  his  Itxin  was  made, 
that  contrad  being  made  in  Dcccrtiber  1 794i  and  Ws  laft  payment 
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not  dll  Jamuary  1795  ;  and  that  he  and  his  partj  did  noC  enter- 
tain a  thought  of  daiming  iny  preference^  although  (faDi^ly  folicxted 
to  be  competitors  for  the  new  loan.     Here  two  anfwers  occur.       In 
the  fiHl  place,  is  the  principle'  falfe,  as  applied  by  Mr.  Boyd  this 
year,  bccaufe  Mr.  Morgan,  under  the  circumftances  of  his  cafe  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1 794y  either  did  not  fee  the  application  of  it, 
or  did  not  'choofe  to  aivail  htmfelf  of  it  ?      In  the  fecond  place,    the 
cafes  are  not  parallel.    In  the  cafe  in  1 794^  the  contra6V  was  madf, 
but  the  depodt  or  firft  payment  was  not  to  be  made,  and  could  not  be 
made,  till  after  the  laft  payment  of  Moi^gan's  loan  was  over ;  becaufc 
Parliament  was  not  to  meet  time  enough  for  the  poflibility  of  its 
(an£lion  being  given  to  the  bargain,  till  after  the  laft  payment  on 
the  formei'  loan.  One  would  have  thought  the  difference  in  the  efFcA 
of  the  two  cafeSf  would  have  appeared  fo  obvious  as  to  be  admitted. 
The  future  addition  of  a  new  ftock,  to  the  exifting  total  in  the  msulcet, 
can  never  operate  fo  much  in  deprcfling  the  price  of  the  exifting 
funds,  and  of  the  floati'ng  fcrip  of  a  prior  loan,  as  the  a6lual  introduc- 
tion of  the  fcrip  of  a  new  loan,  the  firft  payment  or  depolit  on  which 
will  be  made  in  a  great  meafure  by  the  fale  of  the  old  ftock  and  fcrip, 
and  will  of  courfe  glut  the  market  with  tliat  old  (lock.  The  honour- 
able chairman  and  mover  quarrels  very  much  with  thofe  who  call 
the  firft  payment  on  a  loan,  the  frji payment.  He  fays  it  ought  to  be 
called,  not  a  payment  but  a  depofit ;  and  that  the  payment  which 
follows  the  depofit,  ought  to  be  called  the  firft  payment.      It  is 
difficult  to  fee  the  advantage  or  purpofe  of  fuch  a  vetbal  criticifm, 
which  feems  to  militate  againft  the  ufe  of  plain  common  words,  in 
tfieir  plain  obvious  fcnfe.)     On  this  point,  what  is  the  evidence! 
TheGovemor  of  the  Bank  fays, "  that  the  bargain  for  a  new  loan,  be- 
fore the  laft  payment  of  the  former,  would  certainly  not  operate  fo 
ftrongty  in  afieding  the  value  of  the  funds,  as  if  the  fir/i  payment 
(or  depofit)  on  fuch  new  loan,  were  to  precede  the  laft  payment  on 
the  other ;  although  no  doubt,  the  manner  in  which  they  would 
be  afFecfted,  would  depend,  in  a  degree^  on  the  fum  remaining  un- 
paid on  the  old  loan."  Mr.  Boyd's  exprefs  teftimony  is  to  the  fame 
cffed  ;  though  he  admits,  that  even  a  contrad  for  the  new  loan, 
snade  previous  to  the  laft  payment  on  the  former,    would  opei-atc 
'  more  in  depreciation  of  the  ftocks,  than  a  mere  general  knowledge 
or  belief,  that  a  new  loan  would  be  neceflij^\ 

But  it  has  been  found  out,  by  the  firamer  of  thefc  rcfolutions,  for 
it  never  feemed  to  have  occurred  in  the  Committee,  that  Mr. 
Boyd  when  he  ftated  his  claims,  and  made  his  obje£lions,  in  the 
letter  of  the  24th  of  November,  never  thought  of  any  difiindlion 
between  the  cafe  of  Morgan's  loan,  and  his  own,  in  this  rcfpefi  ; — 
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between  the  antecedency  of  the  negociathnf  and  that  of  Ac  dijpffii 
on  a  new  loan,  to  the  winding  up  of  a  former  one  ;  and  the  i  jth  refi>- 
lution  is  made  to  aflert  this  in  pofitive  terms.     This  the  rig^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  his  fpeech,  deduced  from  the  literal  cxpniS» 
lion  of  the  letter  of  the  24th  Nov.  where  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Robarte 
fay  I  *^  we  conceive  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  ifj^  negociatim  of 
the  loan/*  &c.    But  it  is  mod  evident  from  the  reft  of  that  letter,  that 
by  "  negocia/ton"  in  that  pafTage,  they  mean,  commincement  of  the 
.payments^  (which  is  the  circumftance  which  completes  the  negcxaa- 
tion  or  bargain  on  the  part  of  the  contractors.)  The  letter  goes  on  to 
fay,  "  They  muft  inevitably  fuiFer  by  die  introduAion  of  eighteen 
millions  more  into  the  market ;"  clearly  meaning  "  by  the  firft  pay- 
ment," fincc  the  loan  cannot  with  propriety  be  faid  to  be  in  the 
market,  till,  by  the  depodt  being  made,  it  is  converted  Into  fcript 
and  becomes  the  obje6V  of  regular  fale.     What  follows  puts  this 
beyond  all  doubt,     "  The  injury  which  muft  refult  from  the  in- 
trodu^on  ofyi  large  ajum  of  f crip  (it  could  never  be  called  fbrip 
till  the  depofit,)  into  the  market  before  our  exclufive  loan  expires..'' 
The  14th  Reiblution  aflerts,  that  the  negociation  affedls  thcfiinds 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  the  depofit.   The  evidence  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Bank,  as  already  ftated,  aflerts  moft  directly  thereverfc. 
But  it  is  contended,  that  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  party,  as  contradors, 
had  no  intereft  nor  claim  of  preference,  fuppoftng  the  principle  of 
his  claim  right,  except  in  as  far  as  they  continued  to  be  holders  of 
xhR/crip  of  their  former  loan  ;    and  diat  the  adtual  fcrip-holders^ 
as  fuch,  at  the  time  of  the  new  bargain,  were  alone  entitled  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  clain\ ;    that  the  letter  of  the  24th  of  NoveaiK 
ber,  admitted  this,  by  ftating  that  "  feveral  of  the  contradors  be- 
ing holders  of  the  Jcripy  muft  inevitably  fuffer."     But  the  fcrip- 
hdders  did  not  complain ;  they  did  not  advance  any  claim  ;  nor  did 
Mr.  Boyd  confult  them  on  the  fubje6t.     Mr.  Boyd  explained,  very 
fully,  to  the  Committee,  his  ideas  of  the  diftindtion  between  the 
original  contractors  with  Government  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  die 
fubfcribers  in  their  lifts,  the  fubfcribers. under  thofc,  and  the  adiial 
fcrip-holdcrs,  on  the  other.     The  rifle  of  the  confradors  he  ftated 
as  much  greater  than  that  of  the  mere  fubfcribers.    The  latter  can, 
at  moft,  only  hazard  their  depofit.     The  contradlors  are*  bound, 
jointly  and  fevcrally,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  whole  bargain,^ff^/ 
infoHdum^  and  muft  make  good  all  the  payments  to  the  laft  ftuUing 
of  their  fortunes.     But  it  is  argued,  that,  as  they  part  with  dieir 
(hares  to  fubfcribers,  who  pay  in  the  xo  per  cent,  depofit  immedi-* 
atcly^  they  run  no  rifle  that  can  be  worth  confidcration,  fincc  the 
fubfcribers  will  always  have  an  intereft  to  complete  the  other 
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mentSy  though  at  a  lofs,  provided  diat  lofs  is  Icls  than  10  percent., 
which  they  muft  forfeit  by  a  ^lure  ;  and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
on  this  part  of  the  cafe,  has  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  rifle  of 
the  fcrip  Ipfing  i  o  per  cent.  **  is  in  truth  no  rifle  at  all,  -  not  worth 
mentioning — merely  poflfible/'     It  was  a  comfortable  thing  to  hear 
this  fentiment,  from  a  perfon  in  his  lituation.     I  believe  it  is  juil. 
Yet,  fanguine  as  one  would  wi(h  to  be  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  national 
credit,  who  will  fay,  that  there  might  not  be  many  didaftcrs  that 
would  (ink  our  funds,  at  once  below  i  o  per  cent.  In  other  countries* 
examples  of  much  greater  falls  have  been  very  common.     But  this 
is  not  the  proper  view  of  the  ri(k  of  the  contra<Sh>rs.  It  is  known  to 
be  the  practice,  founded  on  the  di6hites  of  intered  and  good  fenfe, 
for  the  original  purchafers  of  a  loan,  not  to  part  with  their  fcrip 
but  by  degrees,  in  ordejr  to  keep  up  its  myket  price ;  and,  on  all 
the  fcrip  on  which  they  themfelves  have  made  the  depofit,  every 
fradion  which  the  loan  (inks  under  par,  is  fo  much  loft  to  them. 
Mr.  Morgan  has  known  a  loan  fall  6  per  cent.  I  believe  in  that  of  the 
ycir  1778,  many  of  the  contraSors  with  Government  were  great 
lofers.     In  the  year  I795>  the  contradlors  run  peculbr  hazard; 
they  remained  in  a  ftate  of  refpondbility,  during  a  period  of  great 
alarm,  when  Holland  was  over-run  by  the  French,  and  the  omnium 
afiually  fell  to  par,  and  even  to  a  quarter  per  cent,  difcouiit.      It 
is  true,  both  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Cafhier,  feem  to 
think,  that  contractors  can  have  no  peculiar  claim,  different  from 
thatofpfiere  fubfcribcrs  or  fcrip-holders.     But  Mr.  Newland  adds, 
that  he  apprehends  the  contraflors  muft  fulfil  their  engagements, 
though  the  fubfcribcrs  (hould  fail  in  theirs ;  and  Mr.  Mellilh,  fays, 
'*  He  (hould  fuppofe  Government  looks  to  ^he  contra£lors  only, — 
*'  that  they  are  anfwcrable  for  the  whole,  and  the  fubfcribcrs  only 
^<  are  anfwcrable  to  them,  as  a  fecondary  tranfadlion."     Indeed,  to 
whom  clfe  can  Government  look  r — They  fee  nobody  elfe, — they 
know  not  whothc  fubfcribcrs  are— and  they  rely  folely  on  the  ability 
of  the  contractors  for  the  fupply  of  the  money.     In-  the  view  of  Go- 
vernment, they  are  the  only  fubfcribcrs,  the  only  fcrip-holders,  the 
only  contributors ;  which,  according  to  the  honourable  chairman,  is  the 
true,  right,  parliamentary  word  ;  contradlor,  fubfcrlber,  and  fcrip- 
liolder,  being,  in  his  opinion,  terms  as  improper  as  ^^  firjl pajnunl** 
applied  to  xh&depojit.     If  a  contradorhas  indeed  parted  with  the 
whole  of  his  fcrip,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  he  can  no  longer  fuf- 
tain  any  pecuniary  lofs  by  the  fall  of  that  fcrip^  which  is  all  that  the 
Governor  and  the  Cafhier  of  the  Bank  feem  to  have  meant ;  but, 
is  he  entitled  to  no  confideration  or.  indemnity  for  the  ri&  be  has 
run,  becaufe  it  is  now  pad  ?    As  well  might  it  1)e  contended,  that 
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an  underwriter,  after  the  rifk  he  has  infured  is  over,  ought  to  re* 
linquiih  or  return  the  premium  of  infurance. 

But  Mn  Boyd  has,  in  the  letter  of  24th  of  November,  relied  on 

the  quantity  of  fcrip  Hill  held  by  the  contraflors,  and,  therefore,  he 

founded  their  claim  merely  on  their  fcrip.     What !  Is  Mr.  Boyd 

to  be  precluded  from  the  advantage  of  a  found  argument  in  his 

favour,  becaufe  he  omitted  it  in  dating  his  claim,  or  becaufe,  as 

advocate  in  his  own  caufc,  he  advanced  another  argument  which 

may  appear  of  a  lefs  folid  nature  r     Even  on  the  ground  of  being 

fcrip-holders,  the  former  contractors  appear  to  have  held  about  one 

million  and  a  half  on  the  24th  of  November  ;  and,  by  a  fall  of  a 

per  cent.,  therefore  would  have  loft  30,0001,     Boyd's  own  houfe, 

indeed,  had  not  more  than  half  a  million,  on  which  they  could  only 

have  loft,  at  the  fame  rate,  io,oool. ;  and  the  principle  the  19th 

rcfolution  would  have  the  Houfe  to  adopt  is,  that    io,oool.  is  a 

matter  of  no  confideration  whatever  to  a  mercantile  houfe ! 

Mr.  Boyd  alledged  in  the  converfation,  and  In  the  fubfequent 
letter,  of  the  24th  of  November,  and  repeats  in  his  evidence,^  that 
there  was  on  the  whole,  at  that  time,  floating  in  the  market,  the  value 
of  five  millions  of  fcrip  of  the  former  loan,  not  then  converted  into 
ftock.  He  mentioned  the  manner  in  which  he  made  that  compe- 
tition. 500,0001.  of  the  Englifti  part  of  that  loan,  he  was  inform- 
ed, remained  unpaid  up.  He  knew  there  remained  about  half  as 
much  of  the  Auftrian  part.  Knowing  that  the  laft  payment  was  1 5 
per  cent.,  he  reckoned  the  fcrip  remaining  not  changed  into  ftock 
in  that  proportion,  and  therefore  at  the  predfe  amount'  of  five 
millions.  Mr.  Boyd  had  been  mifinformed,  as  to  the  exa£l  amount 
of  what  remained  to  pay  on  the  Englifti  part  of  the  loan  ;  it .  ap. 
pears  by  the  evidence  from  the  Bank  to  have  been  exadlly  445,7  ^  8^- 
inftead  of  5oo,oooL;  a  difFerence however  totally  immaterial  to  the 
aiigument.  Mr.  Boyd,  as  agent,  muft  have  been  quite  correct  with 
regard  to  the  Auftrian  part.  But  it  feems,  by  the  account  from  the 
Bank,  that  the  whole  floating  fcrip,  on  both  the  Englifti  and 
Auftrian  parts  of  the  loan,  on  the  24th  of  November,  was  not  five 
millions  but  2j356,2651.  on  which  the  fums  unpaid,  whether  you 
take  them  at  445,7  ^  Sl.^and.  250,0001. ;  or  as  Mr.  Boyd  fuppoftd 
them  to  be,  at  5oo,oopL  and  250,0001.  will  not  make  15  per 
cent  How  this  puzzle  arifes,  was  not  clearly  explained  to  the 
Committee  ;  but,  on  this  part  of  the  cafe,  it  is  of  no  very  material 
importance  to  afcertain  the  cxadt  quantity  of  floating  fcrip.  The 
loweft  fum  was  of  magnitude  enough  to  render  its  depreciation  an' 
important  matter  to  whomibevcr  it  belonged  to  claim  a  confidera- 
tion  for  that  depreciation ;  and  as  to  the  feparation  aflicAed  to*  be 
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made  here,  of  the  EngU(h  from  the  Auftrian  fcrip,  I  have  never 
yet  been  able  to  fee  how  it  bore  upon  Mr.  Boyd'$  rcafoning,  whofc 
party  had  contradled  with  Government  for  both.  With  r^ard  to 
a  confultation  with  all  the  adiial  fcrip-holders  in  November  laft ; 
befidcs  Mr.  Boyd's  r^aibn  for  confidering  that  neither  they  nor  the 
fubfcribers  have  any  (hare  or  intereft  in  the  contraSors*  right ;  how 
would  it  have  been  poffiblc  to  confult  them,  parcelled  out  as  the 
fcrip  may  be,  in  numberlefs  portions  and  (hares  of  fradional  fums, 
among  foreigners,  minors,  married  women,  truftees,  executors,  ad- 
mini  llrators,  &c.  ?  or  how  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
confider  himfclf  as  rcleafed  from  a  claim,  becaufe  they  had  not  met 
and  afTerted  it,  which,  as  between  the-contradlors  and  them,  inig!.t 
or  might  not  have  been  in  part  virtually  transferred  from  die  former 

to  the  latter  ?     . 

>  » 

On  the  whole,  can  it  be  fairly  contended,  that,  in  a  new  cafe — 
with  the  fpecies  of  engagement  arifing  out  of  what  had  palTed  en 
the  former  occafion,  and  which  feemed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
who  was  privy  to  it,  and  by  the  report  of  the  city  in  general,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Mellilh,  to  have  been  conGdered  as  a  promife,i — wltJ; 
all  the  reafons  urged  by  Meffrs.  Boyd  in  their  letters  and  con verfation, 
the  nature  and  weight  of  which,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  to  examine,  not  merely  by  his  own  judgment,  but  by  lus  idti 
of  the  bona  fide  impreflTion  that  they  had  made.on  the  mind,  and  tl.v» 
cfFedt  they  had  had  on  the  conduft,  of  Boyd  and  his  party — can  it,  I 
fay,  be  fairly  contended,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  couk 
difallow  the  claim>  confiftendy  withth^  attention  due  from  Govern- 
ment to  the  equitable  rights  of  individuals,  in  their  tranfaifiions 
with  them  ?     ^arcnda  pccunia  prijnum,  and  at  the  cxpcnce  vi 
good  faith  and  jul^ice,  is  a  maxim,  not  more  fordid  in  private  life, 
than  it  would  be  difcrcditable  and  dangerous  in  the  concerns  of  the 
public.     It  muft  beobfcrved  here,  that  though  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer 'had  omitted  fending  to  Mr.  Boyd's  party,  till  he 
had  fixed  the  meering  with  the  dMFerent  competitors,  i.  e.  till  diC 
23d,  yet  he  had  intended  to  fend  to  than  before  diat  day,  had  he  iv.t  j 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  poftpone  the  meering  rill  die  a  5  th.     Afta  j 
he  had  {)oftponed  it,  he  meant  in  the  interval  to  fend  for  Mcfijs 
Boy^.     That  intention  was  anticipated  by  their  application  in  their  | 
letter  of  the  23d,  they  (from  an  accident  ftated  in  Mr.  Boyd's  evi- 
dence) not  having  had  previous  intelligence  of  the  poftponcment. 

Cavils  have  been  made  on  the  cxprefTion  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Boyd's  evidence  to  have  been  ufcd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  die  25  th  of  November,  in  opening  the  claim  of 
Boyd*s  part}',  namely,  *'  that  certain  circumftances  had  recently  ccr^e 
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to   his  Inowkdge.'^     In  Mr.  MelHfh's  examination,    the  words 
arc  (lated  differently,  namely,  "  a  cWcumftance  which  had  happen-- 
ed  :^*   and  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  Committee  will  re- 
colle£l  the  peculiar  anxiety  which  that  gentleman  (hewed,  to  de- 
liver, if  poflible,  in  every  inftance,  the  very  words  which  had 
been  ufed  ;  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  his  account  of  the  words 
is  the  moft  correfl.     But,  at  all  events,  what  clfc  could  be  their 
tneaningf  but  a  reference  to  the  very  recent  circumftance  or  cir- 
cumftances  of  Meffrs.  Boyd's  explicit  ftatement  of  their  claim, 
and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank's  ftatement  of  the  faft  which  had 
happened  in  the  former  year,  and  of  his  opinion  on  the  effcdt 
of  it  ? 

But  it  feems  Mr.  Boyd  had  rendered  a  fervicc  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  tranfaflion  of  the  Hamburgh  bills,  of 
fuch  a  nature,  ars  gave  him  an  irrefiftible  claim  to  an  undue  pre- 
ference in  the  contradl  for  the  loan.  Shall  we  try  this  queftion  on 
the  evidence,  or  on  the  nature  of  the  tranfadlion  ? 

Mr.  Boyd  is  the  onlyperfon  examined  who  knows  the  circum- 
ftances.  From  his  account,  it  appears,  that  in  the  month  of 
Auguft,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  afkcd  him,  if  it 
would  be  quite  convenient  for  him  to  anticipate  certain  portions  of 
the  payments  on  the  loan  and  lottery  of  laft  year,  which  remained 
unadvanced,  and  were  to  fell  due  in  November,  December,  and 
January,  in  cafe  the  public  fervice  (hould  find  fuch  anticipation 
neccffary  or  convenient  ?  The  three  laft  payments  in  that  year's 
loan  of  eighteen  millions,  amounted  to  45  per  cent,  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  temptation  of  the  difcount,  it  feems,  a  confidera- 
ble  part  of  them  had  not  been  advanced.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  faid,  from  two  millions  to  two  millions  and  a  half 
might  be  wanted.  Mr.  Boyd*i5  anfwer  was,  that,  from  the  abun* 
dance  of  money  which  then  prevailed,  he  had  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  make  the  anticipation  propofed  ;  and  being  aikcd  concern- 
ing the  rate  of  intereft,  he  faid,  he  thought  he  could  not,  without 
the  rifk  of  lofs,,  undertake  it  at  lefs  than  5  per  cent,  though  money 
on  bills  was  then  abundant,  at  4^,  and  even  4 ;  becaufe  fuch  a 
large  fum  might  raife  the  market,  and  he  muft  probably  nego- 
tiate the  fecurities  given  him,  by  the  agency  of  brokers,  at  the  ex- 
pcnce  of  a  commiflion  to  them.  It  was  then  agreed,  that  if  tfic 
money  (hould  be  required,  the  intereft  (hould  be  calculated  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent.  Some  farther  intcrcourfe,  at  different  times,  in 
convcrfation,  and  by  letters,  took  place  on  the  fubjc6l,  and  at  laft 
it  was  explained,  that  the  fum  wanted  would  not  exceed  one 
million.     With  regard  to  the  fecurities,  or  mode  of  rc-imburfc- 
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ment,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  aiked  Mr.  Boyd,   in 
the  firft  converfatlon,  whether  Treafury  warrants  would  ;infwcr 
the  purpofe^     As  to  folidity,  Mr.  Boyd  faid,  nothing  could   be 
more  fatisfaclory,  but,  that  if  he  (hould  want  to  realixc  them 
before  they  became  due,  he  could  not  bring  them  into  the  market 
for  negotiation,  and  it  would  not  be  confiftent  witli  the  credit  of 
his  houfe,  to  endeavour  to  raifc  money  upon  them.     On  this,  tlic 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  left  it  to  him  to  confider  of  the  inoft 
convenient  mode  of  rc-imburfement,  compatible  with  the  forms  of 
the  public  offices,  and,  in  the  rcfuk,  on  his  fuggeflion  and  dcHre, 
the  fureties  given  were  bills  drawn  on  th^  Lords  of  the  Trcafur)', 
payable  at  four  months  after  date,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Long,  one 
of  the  Secretaries  to  the  Treafury.     It  was  in  Mr.  Boyd's  opi- 
nion, of  great  confcqucnce  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  operation,  that  the 
butinefs  (hould  be  known  to  as  few  pcrfons  as  poflible,  bccaufc,   if 
known,  from  the  amount  of  the  fum,  it  would  have  produced  an 
immediate  artificial  fcarcity  of  money,     Hp  had  a  coufin,  Mr. 
Boyd,  Junior,  at  Hamburgh,  when  the  matter  was  firft  agitated, 
and  who  continued  there  till  the  end  of  A'Jguft,  and  his  plan  was, 
to  have  the  bills  drawn  by  that  relation  while  at  Hamburgh,   in 
order  to  keep  the  affair  as  much  as  poflible  within  the  knowledge 
of  his  own  Houfc.     In  the  mean  time,  the  determination  of  Go- 
vernment on  the  fubjedl  having  been  delayed  till  part  the  middle  of 
September,  Mr.  Boyd,  Junior,  had  come  to  Lngland.    Mr.  Boyd 
inight  tlien  have  got  fome  other  corrcfpondc  nt  at  Hamburgh  to 
draw  the  bills,  but  by  doing  fo,  a  new  person  mqft  have  been 
inade  privy  to  the  tranfadtion,  and  he  would  alfo  have  required  a 
commiffion,  which  would  have  enhanced  the  expence  to  Govern- 
ment ;  and  therefore,  Mr.   Boyd  propofcd,  that  his  coufin,  then 
arrived  in  London,  (hould  ftill  be  the  drawer  of  the  bills,  and 
(hould  date  them  from  Hamburgh,  on  a  day  when  he  had  adually 
been  there,  ahd  on  which  they  would,  in  hA^  have  been  drawn 
there  by  him,  if  the  bufinefs  had  taken  place  when  it  was  firft 
intended.     Thofe  bills,  though  drawn,  in  fa£t,  in  London,  were 
not  upon  ftamped  paper,  becaufe  it  was  part  of  the  meafure  that 
they  (hould  bear  the  date  of  Hamburgh.  Not  more  than  700,000!. 
was  adtually  advanced.  Thcfe  are  all  the  fatls.    The  reafoning  and 
aifertions  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  are,  that 
Mr.  Boyd  had  ftepped  forward,  in  a  moft  unufual  manner,  to  aflift 
the  Treafury,  ai  the  time  when  the  Bank  of  Ryigland  would  not  Jb 
it ;  that  he  had  engaged  Government  in  a  fiftitious  tranfadtion,  fuch 
as,    according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  deli- 
vered to  the  Committeei  would  have  injured  the  credit  of  any  pri- 
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vatc  mercantile  Houfc ;  and  that  the  fecuritics  given  to  Mr.  Boyd 
\ircrc  abfolutcly  null  and  void,  being  inland  bills  of  exchange  on 
undamped  paper,  fo  that  the  holders  to  whom  they  might  have 
been  negotiated/  could  not  have  recovp-cd  upon  them.  There- 
fore, it  is  inferred,  Mr.  Boyd  muft  have  cxpeScd,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  muft  have  intended,  as  a  reward  for  his 
fcrvice,  an  advantage  injurious  to  the  public,  in  a  profitable  ex- 
ciufivc  bargain  for  the  enfuing  loan.  This  method  of  reafonlng 
is  as  little  fupported  by  the  tnic  (late  of  the  evidence,  as  by  found 
argument.  In  the  firft  place,  Mr.  Boyd  pofitivcly  declares,  that 
he  never  had  entertained  any  fuch  expe<3ation ;  that  nothing  had 
ever  paffcd  to  warrant  him  to  entertain  fuch  expedition ;  that 
there  never  had  exifted,  on  his  part,  the  moft  diftant  infinuatioilof  the 
fort ;  and  that,  on  all  occafions,  when  fuch  an  idea  was  mentioned,  he 
had  never  failed  to  cxprefshis  indignation.  It  is  true,  tint,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Mellilh's  account,  fome  fuch  idea  appears  to  have 
arifen  inhis(MK  MelUfh)  mind,  and  in  that  of  perfons  with  whom 
he  had  converfcd.  He  fays,  he  thought  that  the  tranfadioq  might 
have  gained  Mr.  Boyd  fome  influence  with  the  Minifter  to  obtain  a 
preference.  But  Mr.  'Mellifli  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  ac- 
quaintance with  the  nature  of  the  tranfaflion,  nor  any  infortpation 
on  the  fubjed^,  beyond  that  general  fort  of  report  which  feems  to 
have  been  circulated  by  perfons  indifpofed  to  Mr.  Boyd.  The 
Governor  of  the  Bank  pofitively  fays,  that  if  there  had  been  no 
other  reafon  in  his  mind  (alluding  to  the  engagement  of  the  year 
before,  as  he  confidered  it)  he  (hould  certainly  not  have  fufpcfled 
that  any  preference  would  be  given  to  Mr.  Boyd  on  account  of 
the  anticipation.  And,  being  much  preffed,  the  utmoft  he  couM, 
by  a  very  fair,  no  doubt,  but  a  very  nice  and  fifting  examination,  be 
induced  to  fay,  was,— what  muft  be  admitted,— fimply  this,  "  It 
could  not  have  put  him  in  a  worfe  (ituation  "  adding,  on  being 
ftill  fertber  urged  on  a  fubfequent  day  to  declare  whether  the 
Treafury  muft  not  have  thought  thcmfelves  indebted  to  Mr.  Boyd  ; 
'*  That  he  fancied  Mr.  Boyd  was  moft  benefited  by  the  tran- 
faflion." 

Indeed,  on  the  view  of  the  circumftances,  I  (hould  be  le.d  to 
chink,  that  Mr.  Boyd  might  have  derived  a  fufEcient  benefit  from 
the  terms  of  his  anticipation,  to  induce  a  monied  man,  at  a  time 
when  ca(h  was  plenty,  and  difcount,  therefore,  cheap  and  eafy^ 
from  that  motive  alone,  to  undertake  it.  When  the  terms  of  the 
intercft  were  agreed  on,  the  money  wanted,  was  ftated  to  be  from 
two  to  two  millions  and  a  half,  the  intereft  was  5  per  cent,  and 
the  difcount  on  bills,  perhaps,  as  low  as  4  per  cent.     On  two 
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three  parties,  however,  having  pofitively  refufcd  the  qualified  bid- 
dingi  competition  could  no  longer  take  place,  and  therefore  the 
Chancellbr  of  the  Exchequer  on  that  day  came  to  a  final  bargain 
•with  MelTrs.  Boyd.     Before  he  concluded,  he  informed  them,   as 
he  would  have  inforn^cd  the  others  had  they  refolved  to  bid,   that 
befides  the  loan  6{  eighteen  millions,  be  referved  to  himfelf,  among 
other  things,  the  power,  if  neceffary,  of  permitting,  within  the 
year,  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  of  three  millions,  and  alfo  of  funding, 
after  the  ift  of  May,  five  millions  of  the  navy  bills  to  become  due 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year.     In  the  previous  interview,  that  morning, 
between  Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Robarts  the  Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
aflced  Meffrs  Boyd  and  Robarts,  whether  they  would  confent,  if  the 
other  parties  refufed  the  qualified  competition,  that  he  (hould  fix  the 
price  of  the  loan ;   whSh  they  faid  they  would.      I  have  heard,  and 
have  read  ina  publication  fuppoftd  to  have  come  from  a  quarter  acute 
enough  to  have  f  urrufned  obfervations  of  more  fagacity  and  weight, 
that  tliis  was  a  moi\  objeflionable  part  of  the  tranfadtioni  for  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  the  very  laft  perfon  in  the  kingdom 
to  whom  fuch  a  reference  ought  to  be  made.     Why  ?  becaufe  if  he 
fix  the  loan  on  terms  of.  very  large  profit  to  the  contradlors,   the 
world  will  immediately  conclude,  that  he  forefccs  fome  public  ca- 
lamity, f6me  difaftrous  event  or  other ;  and,  if  the  terms  are  com- 
paratively very  unprofitable  to  the  lenders,  it  will  be  inferred,  that 
he  knows  of  fome  impcndhig  circumftance  of  good  fortune  ;  and 
the  nation  will  fufFcr  all  the  ill  confequenccs,  in  the  one  cafe,  of 
groundlefs  dejcdion,  and,  in  the  other,  of  groundlefs  hope.     But 
by  this  argument,  it  might  be  proved,  that  neither  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  nor  any  other  confidential  fervant  of  the  King, 
ought  ever  to  negotiate  and  male  the  bargain  for  a  loan;  becaufe  his 
ttjljint  to  the  terms,  ^whether  the  propofition  comes  from  him  or  not, 
may  have  the  fame  effedl. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  terms  propofed  and  accepted.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  retired  to  fix  them,  afked  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor,  the  price  of  ftocks  on  that  day, 
and  found  it  to  be,  of  3  per  cent  confols,  and  reduced,  67^,  and,  of 
long  annuity,  eighteen  years  and  a  half's  purchafe.  He  had,  on 
the  23d  of  November,  agreed,  that  the  loan  was  to  be  taken 
on  thofe  funds,  the  Governor  having  ftated  that  to  be  the  wifti  of 
fome  of  the  parties  who  intended  to  bid.  Being  informed  of  the 
a£lual  price,  he  alked,  whedier  in  the  calculation  it  was  not  fair  to 
put  the  3  per  cents  at  65  ?    The  Governor  thinks  he  might  iay, 
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it  was.     The  Chancellor  of  die  Exchequer  fixed  the  quantam  of 
the  long  annuity  himfelf. 

The  terms,  the  Houfe  knows,  were  for  every  I  col.  to  be  lent, 
120I.  3  per  cent  confols,  25L  3  per  cent  reduciedy  and  6s.  6d. 
long  annuity ;  the  intereft  on  the  confols  to  become  due  from  laft  ^ 
MidfummeTy  and  on  the  reduced,  from  laft  Michaelmas ;  the  firft 
half-yearly  payment  of  the  long  annuity,  to  be  made  5th  of  April, 
1796;  the  ufual  difcount  of  3  per  cent  on  the  whole  money  ad* 
vanced  beyond  the  inflalments  up  to  the  laft  of  them,  and  of  3I  per 
cent  on  advances  completing  the  payments  between  the  deposit 
(i  oth  of  December,}  and  the  30th  of  diat  month. 

If  we  examine  the  intereft  and  the  bwius  on  thefe  terms,  we 
ihall  find,  that  the  permanent  inCiireft  is  4!.  1 3s.  6d.  confidering 
the  long  annuities  as  perpetual.  That  annuity  being  only  worth 
eighteen  and  a  half  years  purchafe,  the  deduction  to  be  made  oa 
that  account  reduces  the  annual  payments  to  the  value  of  about 
4l.  1 3s.  ad.  per  cent.  The  bonus  is  computed  by  Mr.  Boyd  aa 
follows:  viz.  X45I.  3  per  cents,  valued  at  65I.  makes  94I.  5^.;— * 
6s.  6d.  long  annuity,  at  eighteen  and  a  half  years  purchafe,  61.  09. 
3d.— -Total,  I  col.  5s.  3d.  This  excefs  of  59.  3d.  makes  part; 
the  reft  confifts  m  the  dinerence  between  67^  per  cent,  (the  market 
price  of  the  ftocks,)  and  65  ;  and  in  the  difcount.  He  fays  he  recol-  - 
le&s  nodiing  elfe  of  boriui ;  and  he  is  certainly  right ;  for  the  dividend 
accruing  on  the  145I.  3  per  cents,  previous  to  the  depofit,  is  in- 
cluded in  the  market  value  of  the  ftock  at  67I.  The  honoura- 
ble  mover  of  the  refolutions,  in  order  to  eftablifti  what  he  calls  the 
hnprovidence  of  the  bargain,  choofes  to  employ  the  dividend  two 
ways,  and  the  difcount  likewife.  He  takes  diem  firft  into  the  ac- 
count of  the  bonuB^  and  afterwards,  by  dedu^ng  them  from  the 
fums  adiually  advanced,  reduces  the  capital  fupplied,  in  order  to 
inflame  the  rate  of  intereft.  This  he  has  no  rig^t  to  do ;  he 
muft  make  his  choice ;  and  the  firft  is  the  proper  courfe  on  the 
fubjefi. 

The  amount  of  ^  the  bonus  then  is,  x  ft,  the  5s.  3d.  already 
fhted;  2ndly,  the  ai  per  ceht.  on  145I.  or  3I.  12s.  6d.  3dly, 
the  difcount,  which,  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  for  evexy  90I. ;  (the 
I  o  pet  cent,  depofit  bearing  no  difcount)  is  2I.  1 4s ;  Total  61. 
IIS.  9d.  This,  in  the  fxuth  year  of  a  war,  is  certainly  far 
from  unreafonable.  The  honourable  gentleman  admits  that  a  £iir  • 
bonus  may  amount  to  5  per  cent.  But,  in  the  firft  place,  how 
can  it  tK^poflible  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  on  the  fubje£l  i  and 
2ndly,  if  ilie  ftocks  luid  fallen,  from  the  influx  of  the  new  loon, 
the  amount  of  this  l^nuf  would  have  Inflantjy  funk. 
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'  NqV.for  the  intereft.  It  has  been  (hewn,  that  the  man^  to 
,be  annually  paid  is  4I.  135.  6d.  and  that  the  value  of  this  is  but 
about  4I.  13s.  2d.  for  every  lool.  The  honourable  gentlemany 
fbigettmg  that  he  had  exhaufted  the  power  of  the  dividend  and 
d^oi^^t  in  the  oomputation  of  the  bonusj  comes  now  and  dedu<3s 
them  ffpm  every  i  ool.  lent.  Together  he  makes  them  aniK»unt  to 
about  5  per  cent;  therefore  the  fun)  really  advanced,  he  fays,  is  only 
95L  fbr^each  fuppofed  lool.  and  the  4!.  1 3s.  6d.  is  in  truth  paid, 
n^  for  I  ool.  but  for  951*  The  intereft,  therefore,  on  the  5I.  ought 
to  be  added,  tq  get  at  the  real  intereft  payable  on  the  money*  This, 
.at  the  rate  only  of  4I.  i  os.  per  cent,  would  be  4s.  6d«  Therc- 
{<xt$  the  annual  payment,  he  fays,  on  every  i  ool.  advanced^  is,  in 
reaUty,  above  4I.  1 8s.  But,  as  has  been  already  jud  faid,  this 
double  •  life  of  'the  firft  dividends  and  the  difcount,  is  abfurd,  and 
t^W'  ^Tii^g  been  allowed  in  the  bonusy  the  yearly  intercfi  remains 
at.41.  13^  6d.  or  ratlier  4I.  13s.  2d.  Is  this  extravagant  or  im- 
pepviden^  confidering  all  the  circumftances?  If  we  were  even  to 
value  jthe  bmuSf  and  convert  it  into  a  perpetual  annuity,  and  add 
the  annpal  produce  Qf  that  annuity,  the  whole  would  very  little 
exceed  5  per  cent. 

But  it  feems  it  can-  be  fffwed  that  much  better  t^rms  might  have 
been  bfid  from  Mr.  .Morgan  \  and  he  or  his  friends  in  this  Houfe 
hive  certainly  (lated,  at  different  timjos,  that  he  would  have  t^lccn 
the.  loan^  ift,  at  2s.  kfs  long  annuity;  2ndly,  at  2  per  cent. 
Idsf  jdly,  at  3s.  lefs  long  annuity.  In  other  words,  die  Public 
nught:  have  faved^  by  dealing  with  him,  either  33o;oooL  or 
360,0001.  or  499>5ooL  What  is  the  evidence  that  Mr.  Morgan 
wpiild,  in  faft,  have  given  any  of  thofe  terms  ?  We  were  told 
tt^t.theare  w^reperfons  ready  to  prove  his  intentions  at  the  bar. 
BMt  Kl>9t  doe^  he  fay  hintfelf  ?  ^cing  aikcd  if  he  had  any  means 
of,  proving  the  precifc  terms  he  had  decided  to  offer  on  the  25th  of 
>^efnber,  he  anfwers,  "  It  is  impofflble,  becaufe  I  myfelf  had 
**  not  the  moft  diftant  expectation  that  the  bidding  was  then  to  come 
*'  on/*  The  proof  of  the  intention  of  abating  28.  long  annuity,  or 
!}•  17$,  per  cept.  of  the  bonus^  is  the  fingular  offer  made  to  the 
Ifopfc  ;on  the  7  th  and  8  th  of  December.  That  of  the  2  per 
CQ9^  t^  evidence  of  a  gentleman,  (Mr.  Terry)  to  whom  Mr. 
Morgan  had  fai^d  on  the  day  alter  the  loan  was^  agreed  upon,  that 
h^  Would  have  taken  it  on  thofe  terms ;— *this  was  a  loofe  deda- 
raiion  ^X,  the  moment  of  chagrin  and  difappointment,  which  can 
n^ver  b^  Jiook^d  uppn  as  any  proof  of  fober  and  deliberate  inten- 
tip^  The  piQoof  as  to  the  abatement  of  the  3$.  long  annuities, 
'^  2l.  15s.  6d.  is  dill  mpne  unfatisl^ory.     It  is  the  retrorafiive 
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(Kvthation  x^  Mr.  Morgan  bn  the  1 9th  of  D^tfenlber,  with  <he 
impTcffion  of  *thc  then  high  price  of  ftodc  on  his  mfnd,  of  what 
his  intention  might  have  been  on  the  i-^th  of  November,  if  lie 
had  formed  any  intention  on  that  day.  The  truth  Is,  that  if  wc 
can  rely  at  all  on  any  of  thefe  three  ft^tements,  it  muft  be  on  that  of 
the  2s..long  annuity,  which  was  made  to  the  Houfe,  in  the  letter 
addreffcd  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  read  by  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  over  the  way,  on  the  7  th  of  December. 

Mr.  Morgan,  in  that  manner,  made  to  the  Houfe  the  extraordi- 
nary propofition,  that  they  (hould  diffent  from  the  bargain  entered 
into  (as  far  as  he  had  authority)  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, with  Meflrs*  Boyd,  and  (hould  treat  with  him  (Morgan) j^rr 
direSfum.   It  was  obvious,  that  to  eftablifli  fuch  a  precedent  required 
at  leaft,  the  ftrongeft  cafe  that  could  bfe  madd  out,  of  pecuniary  ad-  , 
vantage  to  the  public.     That  circumilances  may  be  fuppofed  where 
fuch  a  meafure  might  be  fit  and  neceffaiy,  cannot  be-  denied.     But 
it  muft  be  a  cafe  ftrong  indeed,  that  could  juftify  it.     The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is,  by  long  ufage,  founded  in  the  natiHre  . 
of  his  office,  the  reprefentative  of  the  government,  the  keeper  of 
the  national  faith^  and  honour,  in  r^rd  to  pecuniary  tranfa^ions 
with  individuals.     Men  have  been  taught,  by  the  unifbrmexpe- 
'  rience  of  many  years,  to  confider  themfelves  as  fafe  in  a6tlng  on 
the  credit  of  his  contradls,  and  fecure  of  their  confirmation  and 
fanAion  by  Parliament.     A  cafe,  I  fay,   might  arife  where  fuch 
fantftion  ought  to  be  withheld*;  but,  without  fome  other  motive,  it- is 
not,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  contingent  or  accidental  lofs  of 
333,0001.  or  twice  that  fum,  or  perhaps  teri  times  that  fum,  .which 
would  warrant  fuch  a  proceeding.  It  would  have  been  an  idea  much 
lefs  extravagant ;  (extravagant  as  that  would  have  been)  it  vrould  be 
lefs  extravagant  in  any  cafe,  to  fay  Parliament  will  take  care 
thit  the  farne  peHbn  fhall  no  longer  remain  in  a  fituation  where  he 
can,  by  improper  bargains,  facrifice,  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  the 
public  intereft ;  than  topropofe  to  refcind  the  bargain  already  made. 
Yet  even  that  is  ftill  Ids  extraordinary  than  that  moft  exceptional 
of  all  imaginable  propofitions  which  was  coupled  with  it  in  the 
prefertt  inftance,  viz.  that  Parliament  (hould  itfelf  become  its  own 
executive  agent,  and  make  a  new  contradl ; — not  by  competition, 
however,  but  cxclufively,   with  a  contraftor  palpably  preferred, 
and  without  even  a  pretence  for  fuch  preference, — -.with  Mr.  Mor- 
gan,— at  the  bar  of  this  Houfe.  « 

Mr.  Moigan  either  did  or  did  not  fcrioufly  mean  and  hope  that 
his  offer,  on  the  7th  of  December,  would  be  accepted.  Oii  the 
firft  hypothefis,  he  would  certainly  offer  die  very  bcfl  terms  for  tfie 
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pablie  which  he  thoi^t  he  could  poffiUy  tSxd,  ia  oitler  to  in- 
duce  the  Houfe  to  aiA  in  a  manner  fo  anomalous,  and,  as  he  mufi 
have  tfuxight,  (bunwife  and  unjuft,  unlefs  upon  die  moft  powofid 
motives  of  public  advantage.  On  the  fecond  fuppolitkHiy  he  would, 
in  like  manner,  ftrain  his  (elf*denying  calculations  to  their  utrooft 
credible  limits,  for  the  fole  purpqfe  he  could  have  in  view  on  diis 
fuppofition,  namdy,  that  of  (hew)ng  to  the  >rorkl  the  immenfe 
loTs  which  had  been  fuftained  by  the  public  frqm  Mr.  ^d's  beii^ 
fhe  puKchafer  of  the  loan  inftead  of  himfelf.  ^Ve  may  ^erefore 
aflfum^  it  asceftain,  that  the  abatement  of  as.  on  the  long  annuity 
!i!^as  the  utmoft  dedudion  from  Mr.  Boyd'$  terms,  which  Mr. 
Morgan  thoi^t  he  could  poffibly  cffcx  to  make,  and  diat  his  le- 
CrofpcAive  gue(s  on  this  fid>je£l  when  examined  before  the  Com- 
mittee, was  founded  on  a  total  mifconception  of  what  would  have 
been  the  real  Qate  of  bisown  mind  and  intentions,  if  the  cafe  had 
happened  i^rhicti  never  did  happen,  of  his  making  a  propofal  on 
the  25th  of  November.  For  it  would  be  abfurd,  under  the  cir- 
cumfianees,  to  liften  to  Mr;  Morgan's  explanation  of  the  difference 
between  his  aAual  ofier  to  the  Houfe,  and  his  conjefhiral  offer  as 
gueffed  at  by  himfe|f  in  his  examination.  He  then  faid.  On 
the  7th  of  December,  in  my  letter  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, I  was  not  offeriiig  the  loweft  terms  for  myfelf  I  could 
have  afibrded  to  take,  but  terms  fufEciently  better  for  the  public 
than  thofe  of  Mr.  Boyd,  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  give  them  the 
preference*  Either  what  has  been  juft  faid  on  the  motives  which 
muft  have  governed  him  in  fettling  his  offer  of  the  7  th  Deceniber, 
is  as  nugatory  and  idle  as  it  appears  to  be  condufive,  or  this  plea  of 
Mr.  Moigan's  is  totally  inadmiflible. 

Let  us  now,  therefore,  examine,  in  ?  few  words,  the  amount 
of  the  difierence,  in  point  of  emolument  to  Mr.  Morgan,  on 
the  7th  of  December,  between  hb  terms  of  4s.  6d.  long  annuity, 
and  Mr.  Boyd's  of  6s.  6d.  on  the  25di  of  November.  Mr. 
Moigan  expeAed  the  fame  quantity  of  3  per  cent,  flock  that  had 
been  given  to  Mr.  Boyd.  Now  that  ftock  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  rifen  f  percent,  or,  on  145I.  nearly  il.  los.  The  as. 
long  annuity,  which  Mr.  Moig^n  would  have  abated,  amounts,  at 
eigjbteen  years  and  a  half  purchafe,  to  il.  1 7s  per  cent :  thb  he 
^vas  willing  to  )ofe.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  juft  feen,  that 
he  had  gained,  in  the  mean  time,  il.  i  os.  per  cent,  by  the  rife  of 
the  flocks :  there  remains,  therefore,  on  this  ground  only  7s.  lofs  to 
Mr.  Moigan.  But,  in  sdl  his  computations,  cither  flated  by  the  ho- 
nouiable  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  his  other  fHends  in 
this  Houfe,  or  in  his  own  examination,  Mr.  Mofgan  has  ovor- 
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valued  the  dtfcount ;  he  has  pat  It  at  3  per  cent.     He  had 
overlooked  d^  nature  of  the  depofit,  and  diat  the  3  per  cent. 
could  only  be  received  on  the  90L  which,  as  has  been  ibewn^ 
amounts  to  no  more  than  2h  14s.  on  each  lool.     The  addi- 
tional I  per  cent,  for  advances  between  the  i  oth  and  30^1  De- 
cemberi  would  make  fome  addition  to  this  computation ;  but  moft 
probably  nothing  of  material  confequence  on  the  whole  loan.  Can  k 
be  fuppofcd)  that  if  Mr.  Morgan  had  really  been  ferious,  or  when 
he  came  to  adjuft-— iniome  other  way  than  by  letters  read  from  the 
oppofitc  fide  of  this  Houfe  as  part  of  a  fpeech,  (inftead  of  being 
fent  to  the  peribn  to  whom  they  were  addreifed)  or  by  harangues 
and  motions  in  Parliament,— the  terms  of  his  propofalj  that  be 
would  not  have  difcovcred  and  made  an  allowance,  or  furchaiged 
his  offer,  to  the  amount  (in  his  own  favour)  of  die  difierence  between 
;^l.  and  2I.  14s.  per  cent?*— It  would  be  overftraining  the  compli- 
ment to  his  liberality  and  public  fpirity  to  thiiik  fo.    Here  then  is  a 
dedus^ion  of  6s.  per  cent,  more  from  Mr.  MoiganV advance  on  Mr. 
Boyd,  coniidered  in  the  view  of  abatement  of  profit  to  Mn  Morgan* 
Take  6  from  7,  and  there  remains  is.  In  every  pound,  or  9,000!. 
on  the  1 8  millions,  as  the  moft  that  Mr.  Morgan  was  willing  to 
abate — Mr.  Morgan,  who  treats  it  as  quite  a  ridiculous  thought  to ' 
fiippofe  that  any  man  would  take  a  loan  on  fuch  terms  as  that  he 
might  not  difpofe,  the  next  moifnent,  of  his  bat]gain,  at  a  profit  of 
much  more  than  los.  per  cent*  or  9o,oool*  on  18  millions! 

In  comparing  Mr.  Morgan's  ideas  of  what  he  might  have  of-> 
fered  on  the  25  th  of  ^November,  with  the  terms  concluded  on  with 
Mr.  Boyd,  we  muft  not  lofe  fight  of  the  referves  fpecified  in  the 
baigain,  and  of  which  Mr.  Moigan  was  not  apprifed.  The  chief 
of  tfiefe  were  an  Auftrian  loan  of  3  millions,  and  the  funding  of 
5  millions  of  navy  bills^  Mr.  Mpigan,  indeed,  in  his  evidence, 
fays,  "  That  thofe  ciicumfiances  wo^dd  have  made  no  differeiKe  in 
his  terms,  for  that  his  mind  was  made  up  to  them  V  and  he  explains 
his  o|Mnion  to  have  been  decidedly,  that  no  Auftrian  loan  could  take 
place.  However,  in  another  part  he  admits,  that  if,  on  the  25th 
of  November,  he  had  been  informed,  as  a  matter  of  certainty^ 
that  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  make  an  Auftrian 
loan  of  3  millions,  it  woi4d  have  been  proper  to  poftpone  the  bid- 
ding to  fee  the  efle^,  which  he  thinks  would  have  been  to  lower 
die  funds.  Between  a  pofidve  intention  of  fuch  a  loan,  and. the 
ablblute  impo(fibility  of  it,  there  is  a  middle  cafcj  namely,  a  power 
referved  by  the  Chancelfer  of  the  Exchequer  to  make  it.  Mr. 
Morgan  would  never  have  fu{^fed  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  have  flipulated  for  fuch  a  referve,  if  be  had 
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•iibtAil  fome  idea*  that  he  ml^t  find  it  neceflaiy  to  avsdl  him. 
*felf  of  it  ^<^-«and  that,  'in  fuch  a  cafe,  Mr.  Morgan  woidd  not  have 
fufiered  his  omn  fpeculahve  impoffibility  totally  to  fuperfede,  in 
fennirtg  his.OflFer,  the  effed  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  s 
fra&kal  intenticm,  one  may  infer  from  the  purport  of  his  letter  of 
the  i6th  of  November,  which  makes  the  firft  number  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Report. 

The  Governor  of  the  Bank  (ays,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer made  the  referve,  he  did  not  know  but  an  Auihian  knr. 
might  take  place,  and  that,  with  his  opinion  of  the  probability  of 
that  event,  he  (hould,  if  he  had  been  a  competitor,  have  ofFercd 
fomewhat  worfe  terpis  for  the  loan,  on  that  account.  As  to  the 
funding  five  millions  of  navy  debt,  Mr.  Moi^n  indeed  anfwcrs 
in  the  lump  to  that  and  the  Auftrian  loan ;  but  thete  is  nothing 
fpecific  in  his  evidence,  upon  this  point  of  the  navy  bills,  taken 
diiHndly  and  feparately.  This  was  probably  not  his  fault ;  but, 
if  a  fault,  that  of  the  Committcf?,  in  not  examining  him  fpeclfi- 
rally  with  regard  to  it.  But  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  cxprefslj 
feys,  that  the  funding  the  five  millions  inftead  of  their  being  paLI 
in  ready  money,  would  have  had  an  effedt  on  the  terms  of  the 
loan,  (i.  e.  in  his  offer,  had  he  been  a  bidder),  of  which  he  could 
not  ftate  the  extent,  but  certainly  to  the  extent  of  much  more  than 
a  half  per  cent. 

The  next  objediion  is  (bunded  on  the  particular  fund  given  for 
the  loan.  With  what  other  view,  it  is  alked,  but  to  occafion  an  un- 
due advantage  to  Meffrs.  Boyd,  was  the  fund  entirely  in  the  3 
per  cents  ?  This,  it  is  faid,  was  contrary  to  all  former  prac- 
tice ;  and  was  copneftcd  with  an  operation  of  the  Commiffioners 
for  reducing  the  national  debt,  alfo  unufual,  and  calculslted  for  the 
fame  partial  and  iniquitous' purpofe.  I  confefs  I  cannot  reprefs 
the  indignation  I  feel  at  this  infinuation  of  a  breach  of  fo  facrcd 
a  trdft,  by  men  not  more  eminent  in  fituation  than  dtflinguiihed 
for  high  honour  and  unimpeached  integrity: — men,  of  whom  I 
would  fay  more  if  I  were  fpeaking  in  any  other  place,  or  ^ddrcf- 
ling  any  other  pcrfon  ;  [the  Speaker  is  an  a£ling  Commiffioncr.] 
The  operation  was  a  purchafe,  in  November,  of  4  per  cents, 
whereas  the  former  piirchafcs  had  always  been  of  3  per  cents. 
This  is  hinted  to  have  been  done,  at  once  to  raifc  the  4  per  cents, 
that  Mr.  Boyd  or  his  friends,  who  arc  affuitied  to  have  had  lai^c 
fams  in  that  ftock,  might  fell  out  of  them  to  advantage,  and  to 
fink  the  3  per  cents,  (by  a  decreafe  of  demand)  that  they  might 
be  as  low  as  pofflMe  when  the  loan  came  forward,  fo  as  to  entitle 
the  contraftor  to  a  large  amount  of  them  in  the  price  of  his  loan. 
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To  eke  out  this  zrgarnent,  though  in  a  planner  perfc^  uitr  - 
intelligible,  it  is  ftated>  in  the  32d  refoluuon,.  that  685yOOpL>  or^ 
(as  the  honourable  mover  has  to-day  deiir^  it  to-  be  conroSisdL 
from  the  Report,  p,  loo)  649,750!.  4  per  cents  were,  on  tim 
24th  of  November,  in  pledge  at  the  Bank,     Was  the  conceited 
plan  of  raifing  the  value  of  that  ftock  to  benefit  the  Bank  on  ao- 
count  of  this  pledge  ?     Who  will  fuppofe  that  the  Bank,  in  knd«. 
ing  money  on  this  fort  of  mortgage  or  hypothecation,  had  gpnc  in 
its  advances  fo  near  the  value  of  the  fubje^  pledged,  as  that  it  ihould- 
fignify  in  the  leaft  tp  them,  whether  the  value  of  th^  pledge  rofc- 
or  fell  I, :%,  or  10  percent ?     But  pbrhaps  Mn  Boyd  had  a. great 
(hare  of  thefe  pledged  4  per  cents-     It  was  probably  with  a  view 
to  difcpvcr  this^  that  he  ftras  afked  in  the  Cominittee,  wh^  tho;. 
amount  Was  of  4  per  cent,  ferip,  which  he  held  in  the  former  loan, 
at  any  t\ftSt  fubfequent  to  die  two  firft  paym^mts*  '  His  anfwer  was^. 
"  I  certainly  held  noHe^  as  .fiu*  as  I  can  fpeak  from  memory. '^--m  .. 
The  realreafon  which  induced  the  Commifixmers,  in  tbeir.qiuup* 
terly  Order,    at.»tlie  beginding  of  .November,    to  authorifb  thdr*: 
broker,  at  his  difcrrUon,  during  that  quarter*  topi^hafe  in  the  4  . 
per  cents,  will  be  found  to  have  been,  that  the  3  per  cent-  confoU 
are  fliut  during  nearly  the  two  lafi  months  of  that  quarter  ;  and  it 
had  been  ohTcrvcd,  that  as  the  3  per.cenfs  reduced  is  a  fund  of,  veiy 
fmall  comparative  amount,   purchafes  in  tfaaC  flock  had  always  th&i 
effcd  of  producing  an  extraordinary  rife.     It  is  noc  .uitworthy 
of  remark,  in  this  place,  chat  it  has  hitherto  been  a  general  topic 
of  blame  with  certain  perfons,  that  the   CommiiTioners  had  nol 
p  jrchafed  by  preference  in  the  4  per  cents.     But  the  in(bnt  thksf . 
aiopt  that  meafure,-  the  former  icafoning  is  laid  afide,  and  no* 
thing   but  undue  nootives  occur  for  their  condud.t«-D)d,  how-* 
ever,  the  4  per  cents  rifef,  and  the    3  per  cents  either  (iiik,  or./ 
not    rife  in  a  proportionable  ratio ^  in  confequence  of  this  opera-  ■ 
tion,    towards  the  time  of  the   negociation  for  the  loan  ?     On 
Tuefday,  the  3d  of  November,  the  day  on  which  the  firftpur*  . 
chafe  of  4  per  cents  was  made  by  the.Commiflioners,  they  ddSAf 
at  85  and  an  half*     They  had  clofcd  the  day  before,  (Monday) 
at  85.     On  the  Saturday  they  had  been  at  83  and  an  half*     The 
4  per  cent,  confols  were  on  the  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuefday,  al 
about  68  and  an  half.     But  on  the  24th  of  November^  the  4 
per  cents,  had&llen  again  to  83  and  an  half,  which,  or  fomething^ 
lefs,  was  al(b  their  pcioe  on  the  25th  and  the  3  per  cents  had  only . 
funk  I  per  cent.     But,  it  is  afked,  why  did  the  Chancellor  of  the  - 
Exchequer  give  the  whole*  ftock  in  3  per  cents  contrary  to  former 
pra£Uce?     Firft,  It  is  not  true  that  the  contrary  pradice  has  been  - 
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ttnii^ali  There  have  been  loans  before  where  the  only  pcrpc. 
tual  annuity  ^verti  was  in  the  '^  per  cents.  Secondly,  The  lender's 
choice  muft  have  a  conliderable  Oiare  in  deciding  the  nature  of  the 
oonflderation  which  he  is  to  receive  for  his  money.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  as  jippears  from  the  Governor  of  f!.r 
Baidc's  evidence,  had  never  mentioned  to  him  in  what  funds  th. 
new  capital  was  to  be  created  ^  but  fome  of  the  parties  %vho  mcii.: 
tooflScTi  having  told  the  Governor  that  they  wifhed  to  have  3  p.r 
cents,  he  communicated  this  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  a3dofNovertiber,  and  he  did  not  objcv^  to  it.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan faySy  he  was  aflced,  (I  prefumei  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank) 
if  he  had  any  objeAion  to  the  capital  being  3  per  cents,  and  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  made  any.  Thirdly,  It  is  a  matter  of  frequent 
fUicudion,  and  a  fubjeft  of  great  difl^rence  of  q>inion»  wHether  it 
is.  not,  as  a  general  rule,  much  better  to  borrow  on  a  capital  bear- 
ing a  low  interefty  for  whidi,  as  being,  for  obvious  reafons,  the 
more  marketable  commodity,  yoo  can  always  get  more  money  in 
lefpeA  of  the  annuity  you  are  to  pay  for  k,  than  on  a  capital  with 
zhi^icr  interefty  and  for  which  you  mult  pay  a  larger  proportion- 
able annuity. 

There  remains  now  only  to  eonfider  the  queftion  of  the  time 
when  the  oontrafi  was  made,  compared  with  that  on  which  die 
King's  meflfage  was  delivered. 

The  fummary  of  the  diaige  oh  this  bead  is,  that  both  the  in- 
tention of  fending  fuch  a  meflfage,  and  die  eflledl  it  would  have  on 
the  funds,  muft  have  been  forefeen  on  the  25 A  of  November ; 
that  the  bargain,  therefore,  fliould  have  been  poftponcd,  till  after 
the  delivery  of  the  meflfage,  or  die  meflfage  ddivered  foooer :  and 
that  it  is  clear,  the  batj^n  might  have  been  poftponed,  becaufe  it 
was  not  brought  before  the  Houfe  till  the  7  di  of  December ;  (a  thing*  it 
is  iaid,  hi^y  eulpable,  as  contrary  to  eftabli(hed  ufage)  and  the  firft 
depofit  not  required  dil  the  i  oth»  As  to  the  intention  of  deli  verii^ 
the  mefliage,  the  mere  aflerdon— founded  on  conjeAure— -of  thofe 
vrtio  make  this  objedUon,  is  met  by  the  aflfertion  of  the  perfon  who 
delivered  the  mei^ge,— ^who  muftluiow  the  fa£t,  and  who  aflerts  it 
in  the  prefence  of  the  only  other  peribns  here  who  can  know  it, 
namely.  His  Majefty's  other  confidential  fervants  in  this  Houfe. 
When  the  ChazKellor  of  the  Exchequer  tells  us,  uiKier  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  that  he  did  not  know  of  His  Majefty's  intendon  to  fend 
fuch  a  meflEige  at  thedme  of  the  contract,  is  it  candid,  or  is  it  poflfi* 
ble,  to  refofe  credit  to  that  declaiadon  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  words  on  one 
of  the  aigumcnts,  on  the  fidgcA  of  Mr*  Boyd's  ckumi  which 
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'  efctpedme  in  its  properftace.  It  b  fidd,  if  Mn  Ifofd's  datfn  was 
folid,  why  not  have  made  a  partial  or  fliort  loan  of  St  or  3  milliona 
from  him  at  that  time,  to  anfwer  the  moft  pveffiag  exigencies,  de^ 
ferring  the  reft  till  after  the  tefminatioii  of  all  tiie  payments  on  the 
former  loan.  The  anfwer  which  has  been  giten  to  this  is,  diat  it 
was  obvioufly  of  die  vftmcrft  confeqnencfe,  at  tiie  be^ning  of  the 
fefliony  40  imprefa  the  enemy  with  a  joft  idea  of  the  gmt  extern 
and  promptitude  of  our  reiburces  for  tfie  fubfe^uent  campaign ;  ami 
that  they  would  have  drawn  quite  a  difierem  condufion  from  thtf 
cifx!umAance  of  a  fmall  loan  of  2  or  3  millions.  But,  in  ivply,  i^ 
is  flatedy  that  this  eflleA  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  declaration/ 
at  the  time,  that  a  fubfequent  farther  loocn  was  Intended.  Weref 
the  FreiKh  then  bound  to  ^ve  faith  to  fuch  a  dedaratton,  or  tottie 
fuccefsof  fuch  fubfequent  loan?  And  have  they  any  certain  means  of 
being  fet  right  in  the  mifiakes  they  tmf  fall  into  febti ve  to  die  aQv 
of  our  Government,  or  due  difpofidons  of  our  people  ?      .     '    '   ' 

To  return  to  the  King'smeflage.  If  it  was  not  fbrefeen  at  die 
time  when  the  contraA  was  made,  it  ODidd  afford  no  leafon  to  have 
induced  a  poftponement  of  that  contriA.  But  it  is  bid,  the  loaii 
oQght  to  have  been  deferred,  (as  in  former  wars)  tBl  within  a  day 
or  two  of  the  time  when  it  was  fubmitted  to  this  Houfe,  and  then 
the  meOage  mi^t  probably  have  preceded  it.  The  fame  motives 
which  rendered  it  expedient  to  make  the  loan  before  the  windufigup 
of  die  former^  made  k  probably  expedient  to  conchide  the  baigain 
ait  the  time  when  it  was  in  fa^  concluded  ;  and  there  feems  no  rea* 
fon  to  doubt  diat  it  was  the  original  intention  of  die  Chancellor  of 
die  Exchequer  to  commumcate  it  to  die  Houfe  immediately.  One 
can  eafily  diicover  a  fufficient  explanation  of  the  interval  which 
happened  at  lafl  Vb  intervene  between  the  bargain  and  the  (la- 
ment of  it  to  P^iament,  4fi-the  importance  and  Uigency  of  die 
meafures  which  occupied  in  a  mammer^  the  whde  attention  of 
die  Houfe  during  that  interval.  Every  body  muft  recoiled,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  fixed  various  earlier  days  for  the 
Budget,  and  that  he  was  prevented  from  time  to  dme  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  other  matters  of  a  ftill  more  prefling  natinv.  But  was 
the  meflagCy  in  fa£t,  fuch  **  that  it  was  impoffible  not  to  forefee  that 
advance  in  the  public  funds  which  took  place  after  it^"  and  which 
amounts  on  die  1 8  milliorfs  to  foo^oool.  as  affirmed  by  the  3xft 
Refoludon,  computii^g  it  at  5  per  cent,  or  at  1 2  per  cent,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  39di  and  40th  Refplotions^  to  more  that» 
a,ooo,oooL  It  certainly  did  not  appear  to  many  of  the  Members 
of  this  Houfe  of  a  nature  likely  10  produce  fuch'  effisAs.  To  many 
it  feemed  to  (ay  littk  if  any  thing  more  than  the  fpeech  from  the 
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^Ptfonehaddonei  taken  togtthcf  with  die  txpUna£orSs  given  by  the 
^inifter  on  the  firil  day  of  the  fi^ffion  ;  with  this  difference,  that 
the  fpeecb.ahnounced  a  plan  of  condudl  in  the  event  of  a  contingency 
which  was  then  fbrefeen  as  poffible ;   the  coilting^ncy  was  known 
(o  havp  happened  before  the  meflage  was  delivered,  and  the  tneflage 
pxprefsly  declared  the  verjr  fame  plan  of  conduAi  as  then  fixed  by 
|he  event,  which  had  beforp  been  announced  by  the  fpeech.     The 
(jpeech  (and  cornn^ent)  the  nx>ment  after  that  event  was  known*  had 
virtually  done  the  fame  thii^     It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  the 
fpeech  of  .^Q  right  honourable  gentleman  on  thp  firft  day  of  the 
(eifion  obuld  pot  have  ^i|al  pqblipity,  and  did  not  poffefs  the  fame 
atidwity  which  belpng^  to  a  formal  meffage  fromihe  Thnme. 
jPilt,  conlideriqg  the  manner  in  which  every  thing  of  importance 
which  p^(fe3  here  is  reported  and  circulated,  out  of  door^,  and  all 
qiTfx  Europe,  and  the  iituation  which  the  right  honpumble  gen- 
deman  holds  in  his  MajeHy's  Council^;  it'  is  impofllble  to  allow 
n^qch  for  the  different  effects  in  the  one  cafe  am]  the  other*      Sir, 
yriM  did  the  gentlemen  over  the  w^y  forefee  on  the  occafion  ?   They 
()ad  the  fai^e  means  of  predi£lion  or  conjp<Aure  on  the  fubjcd^  at  Ac 
time  tt>e  meffage  wa$  delivered,  as  the  Chancellor  of  thp  ^xdieqiier. 
Pld  they  clearly  perceive  that  the  funds  wpuld  rife  5  per  cent,  or 
the  loan-^mn/tf/n    1 2  per  cent*  upon  Mr.  Boyd's  contnuSl  i    This 
is  impoffiblci  for  that  very,  evening  tbpy.  again  nwved,  on  the 
Report  of  the  Committee   of  Sppply,  >%*hat  the  ds^y  before  they 
had  moved  in  that  Committee ;  not  tha(  a  new  competition  fhould 
be  opened,  to  ^!Soxd  ^  Public  the  benefit  of  the  enormous  rile 
which  was  about  to  happen,  apdfayeto  the  nation  900,000!.  or 
1;, X 60,000}.  ;  no.;    they  only  propofed  to  ct^ange  the  6s,    6d. 
into  4s.  6d.-^--to  fubftitut^  Mr.  Morgan  for  Mr.  Boyd,'^-at  a  na- 
tional  profit  on  Bead's  terras  of  333,0001.  though  at  a  lofs  to 
Morgan  on  thofe  terms    (confid^ring  the  rife  whi^  had  already 
taken  place  in  the  flocks,,  iince  the  25th  of  November,}  of  only 
90001.  and  at  s^n  advantage  to  lum,    out  of  the  public  pocket, 
according  to  thp  '^lqulation&  of  to*day,  of  2,i6o,oool.    minus 
})is  2s.  6d. ;  or  of  clear  1,^27,900!.    Sir.  it  would  be  equally  un* 
juft  to  the  gqod  fenfe  and  the  public  fpirit  of  thqfe  gendemen,    to 
fuppofi?,  that  th^y  coqld  have  held  fucb  ^  pondudt,  forefeeing  what 
ve  are  now  told  it  ni^as  inipoffible  not  to  forefee.     They  could  have 
110  predilp^ion  fpr  Mr»  Morgan  more  than  for  Mr.  JBoyd  ;   their 
only  objedt  wa^  uqdpubtedly  ^  f^vipg  to  the  Public  \  and  they  there- 
fpre  propofed  to  aoqgpt  Mr.  Moigan*s  offer,  conceiving  that  the 
ixtmofl  probable  rife  confequpnt  on  the  meflage  would  be  forocthing 
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between  i  and  2  per  cent,  on  the  fum  borrowed,  1.  e,  little  mord 
than  t  per  cent  oh  the  3  per  cent  funds. 

Is  it  neceiTaryy  after  having  detained  the  Houfe  ib  long,  to  otU 
fervcy  that  between  the  batga{n>  atid  the  time  of  the  great  rifS 
which  took  place,  news  hsld  ahived;  s^nd  was  arriving  every  day; 
6f  the  great  fucceffes  of  the  Auftrians  bn  the  Rhine  f  Is  it  hecef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  beeii 
able  to  fbiefeei  that  by  fdme  of  thoTe  illufions  fotcommon  on  the 
Rock  exchange,  the  meflage  would  produce  efFe<£l8  fo  diTproportioned 
to  its  true  nature  and  tendency  as  it  feems  to  have  done,  and  if  it 
'had  been  in  his  power  to  deliver  the  meflage  previous  to  making 
the  cdntraA,  it  would  have  been  an\i^o'rth^  of  him,  and  of  the  na- 
tion, tb  have  takcrt  advaitta^  o^ftidi  an  illuiion,  traniient  of  courfe, 
and  which,  when  difllpatM,  might  have  left  the  perfons  who  had 
ihade  their  bargain  Under  its  temporary  influence,  cither  ruined  and 
tindone,  cfr  etititled  to'refort  to  the  jufticc  of  this  Houfc  for  redrefs 
sind  indemnification.  It  as,  I  believe,  an  eftabliftied  maxim  in 
finance,  that  Government  may  make  too  good  terms  in  borrowing 
hioney,  and  for  die  icafon  jiift  alluded  to,  viz,  that  in  cafe  of 
a  loTs  accruing  to  the  lenders,  they  ought  not  to  be  permittedl  to^ 
Hand  to  that  lofs.  At  leaff,  the  trade  and  credit  of  the  country 
muft  fuflfer  by  fiicha  circumftance,  and  the  Public  would  not' find 
it  poffibley  when  another  loan  (hould  be  warned,  to  get  the  money 
bat  oti  the  moft  extravagant  condition^.  The  hiftory  of  fome  paft 
loans  will  be  found  to  verify  the  truth  of  this  obfchration. 

But  what  ftrange,  uncandid  itletHod  of  cohiputatiort  has  fumifhed 
the  2,1 6o,oool.  as  the  lofs  on  the  late  loan  ?  No  allowance  is  made 
for  fair  profit ;  no  coniideration  of  the  impoffibility  of  felling  all  the 
loanfiiddenly,  without  as  fuddenly  precipitating  the  premium  upon 
it;  no  recolledtion  of  the  known  pradice  of  loah-holders  to  keep  it 
back,  and  only  part  wrth  it  peice-meal  and  by  degrees,  in  order 
Hot  to  glut  the  market;  no  attention  to  the  evidence  which  the  latie/ 
prices  furnifh  of  tb^tf  (hort  duration  of  the  impreffion  which  the 
too  £if%uine  hopes  excited  by  the  meiSige  and  other  circumfbmces' 
had  made. 

I  truft,  Sir,  that  I  have  fatisHed  tTie  Houfc,  that  tie  are  bound 
not  only  Hot  to  affeitt  to  any  of  the  40  propofftions  offered  to  our 
tionfideratbri,  but  that  juflfice  requires  us  to  go  much  farther.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  after  having  aded  in'  the  execution  of 
^  neceffary  aird  important,  but  certainly  an  irkfome  and  invidiout^ 
patt  of  his  duty,  in  the  only  manner  in  which  he  could  recorcilb 
d)e  pobltc  intereft  and  th^  public  honour  to  what  was  duie  to  ind^- 
>iiiaab,  hasr  been  attacked  on  gfounds  tptalty  iweohfiftcnt  with  the 
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efiahlUhed  hOs^  and  the*  true  and  found  arguments  cit  die  cafe. 
I  fay,  theidbrei  that  in  jultioe  to  him,— wbofc  fituation  is  fuch^ 
that  fidfe  impntations  on  1^  public  condu6^,  cipedally  in  the  deli- 
cate tranfadions  of  6nance,  eannot  be  fufiered  to  pafs  away  in  a  filent 
motive,  widK>ut  manifeft  public  inconvenience  ^od  detriment^— 
we  muft  vindicate  hinv  by  a  dircA  affcrtion  of  die  true  refult  of  the 
inqiiiriet  of  yout  Committee,  and  the  (tifaftitucton  of  merited  apidaufe 
and  approbation^  in  the  room  of  the  extravagant,  oontradi€k>ry,  and 
groundlefs  cenfure,  which  the  bonouraUe  gentleman  has  propofed 
to  the  Houfe  to  pronounce. 

Mr*  Douglas  then  moved  his  amendment  to  the  firft  relolotiof^ 
having  prevbufly  read  both  that,  and  the  two  others,  which, 
if  the  whole  40  (hould  be  moved  and  difpo(ed  of,  (the  firft  by 
amendment,  the  intervening  thiity-feven  by  the  previous  queflion, 
and  the  two  laft  by  rejefiion,)  he  pvopofed  to  fubflitute  in  their  ^ace. 
RefoluticMas.  "  Firft.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
'^  principle  of  making  loans  for  the  public  fervice  by  competition, 
'*  which  was  introduced,  and  has  in  general  been  a£ted  upon,  by 
**  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  been  piodu&ive  in 
**  many  inftances  of  great  public  advantage.;  but  that  this  princi* 
pie  could  not  be  applied  in  its  full  extent,  to  the  bargain  for  the 
late  loan,  confiftently  with  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
^*  and  with  that  attention  to  the  equitable  claims  of  iiuUviduak, 
''  which  ought  always  to  be  ibewn  in  tranlaSions  with  them  on 
"  the  behalf  of  the  Public." 

*'  Secondly,  That  it  sppenn  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  terms  of 
**  Ac  loan  were  fixed,  widi  a  due  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
^*  fums  borrowed,  and  provided  for,  as  well  as  to  die  marketpiioe 
^'  of  the  funds,  and  the  fituation  of  public  affiurs»  at  the  tioie  tfaf 
*^*  bargain  was  Gonduded.'' 

'*  Thirdly,  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  ill  every  part  of 
**  the  trenfa£lion  of  the  late  loaUf  the  oonduA  of  the  Chancellor  of 
<<  the  Exchequer  was  a^ftuated  by  a  view  to  the  public  interefl ; 
**  and  that  there  is  no  gmund  to  fuppofe,  that  any  interference  toqi^ 
<*  place  on  the  part  of  any  perfons  conneded  with  Govemmeitt,  in 
<^  the  diftribution  of  any  part  of  the  faid  loan.** 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid  that,  ald:io'  he  was  but  litde  picpared 
and  nc^  at  all  inclined  to  enter  hr  into  the  debate^  and  tho'  be  was 
full  of  impatience  and  curiofity  to  know,  what  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  to  hyfor  himfilf,  or  whedier  he  would  be  content 
.to  reft  his  defence  on  the  ground  taken,  and  truft  it  to  the  aigu- 
snents  ufed  by  the  learned  gentle^nan,  nevertheMs  there  were  Ibme 
nafiages  in  that  gentleman's  fpeech,   of  which  be  tb^ug^t-himfdf 


bcMKul  not  Qfdy  as  ^^^eBibev  of  Parlitment,  but  e(p6d«Uy  ^tlH- 

lig^nt  if  not  very  aAive  Member  of  the  Committee,  to  take  toum 

notice.     On  thofe   particulars  I  (hall    firft  endeavour  to  fet  thr 

i-Ioufe  right)  and  to  prevent  their  being  miflecL     Not  that  the  £ii£b^ 

fxdftated  by  the  learned  ^ntlefnao,  are  very  material  in  them.- 

lelves,   but  because  fome  fisnous  condufions  have  been  fallaciouilf 

<lrawn  from  them*      I   fliaU  then  endeavour  €»  fliew  that  die 

learned  gpotleman,  ia  the  general  drift  and  tendency  of  his  fpeecfa, 

ium  laboored  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Houdc  iioDm  the  rea| 

objed  of  the   inquiry,   and  to  fix  it  on  others,    sot  immedi^ 

ately  in  queftion,  or  not  elflential  to  die  point  in  ifliie*  namely^ 

whether  diQ  ChaiKellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  or  haa  nor  made  a 

provident  bargain  for  the  Public ;    and,  if  he  has  not^  to  whac 

motivei  his  mifeonduA  nuy   iairly  and  rationaUy  be  imputedL 

The  firft  nuqr  poflibly  be  proved ;  the  lecond  can  only  {pe  matter 

of  mond  infcrenoe  or  unavoidable  eonelufiony  and  never  the  {ub«> 

jee^y   or  veiy  rarely,  of  dired  evidence.     No  man  aceuibd  haa 

a  right,  in  the  firift  inftanee,  to  plead  charadier  againftconduA, 

pr  expeft  us  to  conclude  that  he  has  aded  faitbfdly,  becaufe  the 

worft  motives  poffible  arc  not  to  be  proved  by  witneffes  agaioft 

faim#     Almpft  the  whole  of  the  learned  gentleman's  fpeech  hais 

been  a  d^effion  from  the  qneftiom     He  haa  inccflantly  travdlod 

out  of  die  recofd  i  but  i  &tter  inylelf  that,  before  I  fit  down,  f  ihail 

he  able  to  briry  him  l)ack  to  it»        '  .  . 

The  learned  gendeman  baa  thoi^t  fit  tDopenhisdefeneeofthk 
traa&^km  !qr  a  triumphant,  appeal  to  the  opinion  of  the  Commit 
tee,  deelared  in  the  outfet  and  ftated  in  the  front  of  theti^  teftaau 
viz*  '<  that,  on  the. iAfpedion  of  the  lifts,  as  well  aafrom  dieesd^ 
'*  aminatioii  of  the  pardes,  your  Committee  fee  no  gpound  to  fup* 
'<  pofe,  that  any  interference  took  place,  <m  diepazt  of  any  per^ 
f*  Cans  canneQsd  ^th  Government,  inthedifiributionof  any  pait 
^*  of  the  loan."  And  this  declaration,  he  iays,  was  made  with  tfa» 
imanimous  opocurrence  of  the  Ci^mittee,  and  expsefsly  of  die 
jChainmn*  and  his  colleagues ;  a  d^cripdonof  a  part  of  the  Com^ 
mittee  not  very  parliamentary  in  poi^t  of  form,  and  pcrfisflty  uqjuft 
in  its  a[fdication.  The  word  coUet^^  .applied  in  that  manoer, 
wo^  have  no  meaning,  if  it  were  not  intended  to  intimate  thai  the 
CommitiBe  was  banded  intopardeiH-^ie  of  wfa&h  was  determifsed 
to  cenAifc  and  to  condemn";  and  that  the'opimon,  if  agreed  tq  by 
|wo  or  diree  of  us^  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  attend  on  the  part  of 
opppfitioii>  muft  be  unqueftionaUy  true  in  itfelf^  and  in  all  trseoA' 
fcquences.  ](7ow,  Sc,  I  can  affirm  for  one,  and  I.  believe  it  will 
not  be  denied  by  any»    that,   a^tho*  I  attc^nded  (be  Committer 


tonflsmd^  'tUl  die  lad  two  or  three  dzjB,  when  t  conceived  the  bu- 
finefs  was  in  efFcft  over,  and  that  nothing  remained  to  cloTc  the 
proceedings  but  a  repetitioh  of  the   fame  formal  qu^ftion  to  Ac 
feveral  fubfcribers,   I  took  but  little  part,  certainly  not  an  ea^ 
party  in  the  inquiry.     I  aflced  fome  of  the  witnefles  a  very  few 
queftionsy  and  left  it  to  the  honourable  gendemen  on  the  other  fide, 
whofe  fuperior  dunibersy  generally  ten  to  one,  gave  them  an  abfo- 
lute  command  df  the  inquiry,  to  conduct  it  as  thef  pleafed.      I  was 
not  preferit,  when  the  preamble  to  the  Report  was  voted.      I  had 
neither  fiotlce  nor  fufpicion,  that  it  was  intended  to  itftrbduce  fuch  a 
declaration  into  a  Report  of  Evidence.      Otherwife,  aflbVedly  I 
Ihould  have  attended  on  purpofe  to  oppofe  it.     In  this  fenfe  then, 
^nd  with  this  explanation,  the  relblotion  of  the  Committee  was  not 
unanimous.  ,  In  any  other,  the  unanimity,  in  which  the  learned 
gentleman  triumphs^  proves  nothing.     It  was  properly  and  ezclu- 
lively  the  adt  of  himfdf  and  his  friends.     I  now  objed  to  it  as  not 
bnly  untrue  in  die  available  meaitii^  aind  etk€t  of  unanimity,  which 
amounts  to  nothing  unlefs  it  includes  the  opinicHi  of  your  opponent^ 
but  as  utterly  irregular,  and  in  evei^  point  of  view  hKOncIufivc 
tn  the  firft  {dace,   I  siffinh  that  th^  declaration,  whether  true  or 
not,  ought  not  to  have'  been  forced  into  the  Report.     The  Cotfl* 
mittee  ieas  appointed  to    **  inquire  into  the  circumftanoes  of  the 
<'  negociation  of  the  late  loan,  and  were  impcu/ereJ  only  to  report 
^*  the  evidence,  as  it  (hould  appear  to  them,  to  die  Houfe."     On 
^e  refult  or  effed  .of  that  evidence  or  any  part  of  it,  they  had  no 
audiority  to  report  an  opinfon.     Nor  dtfald  they  have  it  otherwife 
than  by  exprefs  terms  in  the  refolotioh  of  the  Houfe.     But,  Wavtr^ 
this  objedtidn,  which  in  limine  is  decifive,  let  us  confider  a  liftl6 
-wh^t  die  declaration  in  itfelf  amounts  to,   and,  taken  with  all  its 
drcuftiftances,  what  Weight  (boald  be  allowed  to  it.     The  Cool* 
mittee  (ay,  tliat,  on  infpe6lim  of  the  lifis^  i!fc,^  they  fee  no  ground  to 
fufpofe  that  any  interference  has  taken  place^  W!^.     Be  It  fo.— Is  tha 
enough  ?    Does  the  contrary  appear  frdm  the  evidence  i     If  it  does 
not;    the  negative  propo(iti(m  lesfves  its.  own  queftion  untoudied*. 
1  faiow  very  well  that  the  IMls,  produced  to  the  Committee,  with 
refpedi  to  the  interference  in  queftion,  prove  nothing ;  and  that  the 
publication  of  them  was  faid  to  be  withheld  for  feat  of  injurixig 
bankers  and  other  perfcms  in  bulinefs,  who  were  great  fubferibenr,  . 
and  who  might  be  fufpeded  of  not  dividing  fairly  widi  their  cuf- 
tomers.     But,  if  you  look  into  the  Report,  you  will  find  that  fnm^ 
litde  ihort  of  millions  are  (ItU  covered  by  (irigle  names,  die  dlftii- 
bution  of  ^hich  was  never  known  to  the  Committee. 
For  one  example  out  of  many. 
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Quemonto  Afr.  GaliffMid. 

Is  the  whole  of  the  remainder^  amoandog  to  3j492»oooL  fcr 
yourfeif  only  i 

J.  No. 

^  Will  you  {faoe  to  the  Coounitlee  how  mudi  of  that  fum  it 
^r  yourfeif,  and  the  names  of  die  perfons,  among  whom  the  xe-" 
maunder  h  diftriboted  ? 

A,  482,0001.  is  for  my  brother  and  myfdf.  As  to  the  re* 
maintng  3^0 1  QiOoqL  I  can't  gjve  up  a  lift,  as  I  vms  hi  honour 
bfuna  mi  to  do  Jo. 

Witii  u  number  of  fuch  fa£b  before  us,  is  it  poffiUe  to  contend . 
that  i.iy  amnnative  proof  arifes,  from  an  tnfpedion  of  the  lifts  or . 
any  other  part  of  the  evidence,  that  m  interference  did  take  place, 
on  the  part  of  any  pafon$  conneded  with  Government,  in  the  di£-  • 
tribuuan  ot  any  part  of  die  loan  ?  But,  unlefs  that  piopofition  be 
maintaiuLd,  i:hc  opinion  of  the  Committee  is  not  only  irregular,  but 
ufclcls  and  unavailinjr  to  the  piupofe,  for  which  it  was  produced  and 
iti^UcvJ  on  by  tne  learned  gentleman.  Thefe  objections,  in  xssf 
juJgemem,  arc  fatu  to  the  opinion  in  itfelf.  Let  us  fee  what  im* 
"port  mce  it  derives  from  the  perfons,  who  amcuned  in  it.  I  am 
not  I  peaking  of  the  formal  conftitutton  of  the  Committee,  but  of  die 
ipaterials,  of  which  it  was  in  fad  compofed.  Individually  without 
dpubt  the  Members,  wbp  attended  moil  diligently,  and  who  had 
an  entire  command  of  ^hp  proceedings,  are  entitled  to  all  maiiner 
of  coniidcration  and  refpefi.  They  are  all  honoupble  men,  andt 
in  proportion  tu  their  fenfe  of  honour,  moft  likely  to  be  influenced 
in  fisivour  of  their  benefaflor.  I  (hall  deicribe  them  by  their  fla- 
tions  only ;  and,  diat  I  may  do  even  that  without  a  rifle  of  oficnce, 
I  (l)aU  date  the  cafe  in  anc^hpr  form^  fufBdent  for  my  own  pur- 
ppfe,  and  not  liable  to  an  invidious  conftnidion.  Suppolemy  rigjht 
honourable  friend  near  me  had  beea  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  that  a  queftion  had  arifen  concerning  the  integrity  of  his  conduA 
in  fome  tranfaction  of  his  office.  \  aik  diis  Houfe,  I  aik  every 
man  of  common  fenfe^  who  hears  me,  niiedier  the  unanimous 
opinion  pf  two  Secretaries  of  the.Treafury,  of  two  Paymadcri 
General,  and  of  twenty  members  of  die  Boards  of  Admiralty^ 
Treafury  and'Contioul,  all  appcnnt^  by  himfelf,  would  have 
t}>e  weight  of  a  feather  to  fiirisfy  the  world,  that  his  conduA  bad 
bpen  pure  and  irreproachable  ?  On  this  part  of  the  ftAgeft  I 
(Kail  ooly  add,  diat  my  right  honourable  friend,  whether  gpilty  or 
innocepe,  has  too  much  difcemment  and  knowledge  of  the  worid, 
to  rely  on  fuch  miferable  evidence  for  his  acquittal.  I  (hall  dwell 
but  little  on  the  other  part3  of  the  tetmed  gentleman's  f^efdi*  fa> 
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cauTe  it  appears  to  me  that  theivhde  of  it  nintkK  hWcSreOitm, 
flidthat,  ifMsrpaiti6ulafcUmttionsiv«ve«verfotrtte,  thqr  would 
not  lead  the  Hcxifeto  a  juii  ooncluiion  on  the  body  and  fubftamce  of 
fbe  tran&dicm  before  u»*     In  defence  or  behalf  of  the  propofed  rc- 
Ibltidons,  k  wouid  be  in  vain  for  me  to  addiefs  ynjrfelf  to  the  learned 
gentleman.     He  iiat  loadljr  dedaird  that,  whither  time  $rfatfe^  he 
was  determined  to  rejed  them  all.    Againft  fo  vigopous  and  in* 
tfcpi d  alt  dfixt  of  refoIution»  I  know  it  wmdd  bo  in  viin  to  apply 
^ny  afigumenCB  of  mine ;  fo  I  ihall  leave  him  undifturbed  in  the  pof-^ 
feffion  of  ft.     He  has  &id  a  great  desd  with  great  afperit]r»  and  I 
fhiofc  with  no  little  ii^uftice,  a^nft  the  credibilky  of  Mr.  Morgan  s 
evidence,  grounded  on  die  extreme  intcveft,  whidi  ho  fuppofes  Mr. 
Morgan  to  bsve  had  to  miiieprelent  fbdi  parts  of  the  Miniller'$ 
condofi  a»  aflfedcd  himielf^  and  to  ftate  them  hi  his  own  favour. 
He  bao  alfa  taken  pakis  to  prove  dnt  Mr.  Moigan  was  not  ifijured» 
and  had  no  reafon  to  complain.     Well,  Sir,  /,  at  leaft  have  no 
pcffoaal  intereft  in  defending  Mr*  Moigan.     I  never  faw  him  be- 
lore  the  day  ^rtien  he  6rft  attended  die  Comimttee,  and  then  I  muii 
confofa  that,  in  Us  temper  and  deportment,  I  faw  no  indications  of 
dbep  deiign,  of  cool,  tbooghtfui,  guarded  cunning.     To  jiK^  of 
Imn  by  af^eaiancesy  there  never  was  a  man  fo  litde  qualified  by 
HBHire  fov  the  psurt  of  an  impoftor.     He  muft  be  an  tdeot  indeed^ 
who  eould  be  iiapofcd  upon  by  Mn  Moigan.     I  gave  lum  credit 
far  what  he  faid,  beeauTe  he  (aid  nodting  but  what  was  probable* 
Qn  the  other  hand,  if,  with  the  moft  unfaapcached  cbBxa£tar,  he 
had  ftated  things  utterly  improbable,    his  charades  alaiir  would 
HOC  have  fecuted  his  evidence  from  fofpteioii.      In  by  mnch 
die  gveateft  pint  of  tt,  he  was  fuppcrCad  by  the  concurring  teiHmonjr 
of  all  die  other  whneiTcs.     Ontfaataflerdon,  on  whick  tfee  learned 
Ipitleman  denies  that  any  credit  is  doe  to  Mr^  Morgan^  and  which, 
as  he  affirms,  muft  have  been  a  mere  after-thought  and  ftibfinjuent 
irr^ention,  when  he  knew  the  terms  on  which  the  loan  was  aAu- 
ally  fettled  with  Mr.  Boyd^  via.  '<.  that  on  die  a  ^  of  Noyeaibcr, 
^  ^  he  had  ieeni^dkd  up^n  m  that  day  be  woi^d  have  offered  thofe 
^  terms  for  the  loan;  whith  he  fl^ed  (o  (he  Committee,  and  bf 
*^  which,  if  they  had  been  accepted,  an  advantage  of  499,500!. 
^  would  hfl^e  accrued  to  the  Poblici^"  ],  for  one,  declare  moftfo'* 
Irmnly  that  \  give  Mr«  Morgan  entire  cKdic.    Becaufe  I  know  Aat, 
on  thofe  terms,  the  loan  would  dill  have  been  extremely  profitable 
10  the  M>lbribers,  and  becaufe  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  from 
fsrdcular  inquiiy,  that  men  of  the  firii  property  in  the  city  would 
luive  been  glad  to^  have  gone  halves  with  Mr.  Morgan  in  that  bar- 
|am.  t    \  do  not  mean  rmHt  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  frefirttt  knowledge,  but 
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on  the  25th  of  November  and  with  all  the  ctrcumAances  in  their 
view,  hj  which  tranIa£)ions  of  this  fort  are  commonly  governed^ 
as  they  adually  Hood  on  that  day.  As  to  motives  of  a  great  intereft, 
which  might  influence  the  teftimony,  and  leflTcn  the  credit  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  let  it  be  remembered  that  all  the  competitors  had  an  in- 
tereft  of  the  fame  kind,  and  full  as  confiderable  as  he  had.  To 
believe  by  feledion  is  mere  partiality,  and  indicates  an  intereft  in 
the  examiner  juft  as  much  as  in  the  witnefs.  But  what  is  all  this 
to  the  purpofe  ?  What  have  we  to  do  with  Mr,  Morgan's  intereft, 
or  with  the  injury,  which,  in  his  own  opinion  or  any  other,  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  fufFered  ?  The  learned  gentleman  travels  out  of 
the  record.  In  the  refolutions  now  propofed  to  you  by  the  Chairs- 
man  of  the  Committee,  there  is  not  a  (ingle  word  on  either  of  thofe 
points.  The  true  and  only  ohjcSt  of  inquiry  both  here  and  in  the 
Committer  is,  whether  the  intereft  of  the  Public  was  or  was  not 
faithfully  guarded  by  their  reprefentative  and  truftee,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ;  whether  the  Public  has  or  has  not  been  eflfen- 
tially  injured  by  any  a£t  or  omiflion  of  his  in  the  (ettlement  of  that 
loan,  which  he  had  at  his  fole  dilpofal. 

But  it  ieems  Mr.  Morgan  is  not  to  be  credited,  becaufe.  he  fuf- 
pe^ed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  collufion  with  Mr.  Boyd  1 
Was  he  the  only  perfon,  to  whom  that  fufpicion  ocurM  ? — iJxk 
at  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Melli(h.  That  gentleman's  charader  at 
lead  is  unfulpedcd.  "  When  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Robarts  were 
'*  called  out  of  the  room  at  Mr.  Pitt's,  (on  the  25  th  of  November,) 
**  I  had  a  fufpicion  that  it  would  not  be  by  competition,  and  faid, 
'^  }j€y  day  I  a  Secret  Committee  1"  I  believe,  Sir,  I  (hall  be  able 
to  make  it  appear  that  what  then  was  fufpicion  to  Mr.  MelliCh, 
Aiould  now  be  conviction  to  this  Houfe.  The  learned  gentleman 
objcAs,  with  all  pofTible  vehemence  and  indignatbn,  to  the  two 
laft  Refolutions,  as  if  they  contained  propofitions  palpably  falfe  or 
monftroufly  abfurd.  '  The  former  afTerts,  and  to  that  part  of  it  I 
confine  myfelf  at  prefent,  that  the  loan  was  a  gift  to  Mr*  Boyd. 
The  evidence  proves  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had 
uniformly  profeflcd  and  held  up  the  principle  of  free  and  open  cork 
petition,  and  who  had  invited  the  competitors  to  his  houie  to  bid 
for  the  loan,  did,  on  the  25th  of  November  for  the  firft  time,  and 
after  a  feparatcconference  with  one  of  the  parties,  propofe  to  the 
other  competitors  another  principle  of  what  is  called  a  qualified  coa^ 
petition,  which  they  indantly  refufed,  and  which  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank  tells  you,  that  in  their  place^  he  would  not  have  accepted. 
Mr.  Boyd  fays,  "  We  were  very  willing  to  leave  the  fixing  of  the 
"  price  of  the  loan  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer."     The 
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Governor  of  the  Bank  fays,  "  Their  anfwcr  w.is,  that  they  would 
"  trufttoMr.  Pitt's  candour,  and  take  it  on  his  own  terms."   And, 
in  a  few  minutes^  the  loan  was  theirs.      If  this  be  not  a  gift,  in  all 
its.efFcfls,   I  (hotild  be  curious  to  hear  the  learned  gentlcnsan's  defi- 
nition of  t^at  word,  and,  fuppofing  it  a  qift,  in  what  terms  he  would 
defcribc  it.      The  learned  gentleman  uoes  not  deny   tlic  previous 
conference,^  alluded  to  in  the  third  Refoitifion,  but  he  objccls  to  cal- 
ling k/eparate.    The  epithet,  it  feems,  is  invidious,  and  calculated 
to  convey  a  falfe  idea  of  the  conference,  as  if  it  liad  been  Jrcrci^ 
whereas  it  was  held  in  prefence  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gc- 
vernor  of  the  Bank. — True,  it  wasfo.   Still  the  conference  was  fc- 
parate,  in  the  terms  and  meaning  of  the  Refolution.      It  was  held 
with  one  of  the  parties,  while  the  other  two  were  excluded.      The 
'  competitors  were  affemblcd,  by  appointment  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  bid  for  the  loafi,  as  they  thought,  on  equal  terms. 
The  Governor  of  the  Bank  fays,  that  on  the  23d  of  November,  **  I 
"  •  afked  him  pointedly  the  queftion,     fVkcthcr  it  was  to  be  hycompc- 
*'  tition  ?  and  he  told  mc,  certainly  it  wouldy  and  that  I  might  tcU 
"  the   gentlemen  ; — and  then   my  fufpicions  were  done  away." 
When  the  parties  meet,  the  firft  thing  that  happens,  is  a  feparatc 
conference  with  one  of  them  ;  the  next,  a  propofal  to  the  other 
two  to  bid  for  the  loan  on.  terms  incompatible  with  the  principle  of 
frfce  and  open  competition. 

The  laft  of  the  Rcfolutions  is  that,  which  fills  the  learned  gentle- 
man with  particular  indignation,  which  he  can  no  way  endure,  and 
which  he  will  not  only  negative,  but  fubftitute  another  of  his  own  in 
the  room  of  it.  Now,  Sir,  letjhis  propofed  Refolution  be  ever  fo 
dcfcdive,  or  ever  fo  falfe  and  unjuft,  he  ought  at  all  events  to  flatc 
it  fairly.  He  aflcs,  whether  it  be  pofliblc  to  advance  a  propofition 
more  extravagant  and  abfurd,  than  that  two  millions  and  a  half 
hjlve  been  given  to  the  contraftors  for  the  loan,  and  loft  to  the 
public.  The  learned  gentleman  is  not  very  exaft  in  ftating  large 
fums.  For  Ihortnefs  I  fuppofc,  or  to  favc  time,  or  to  fpcak  in 
round  numbers,  he  always  calls  it  two  millions  and  a  half,  when 
the  Refolutions  fpecify  two  millions  one  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
fand  pounds.  At  this  precifc  fum  the  Refolutions  cftimate  the 
profits  to  the  contributors  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the  nation  ;  but  do  not  fay 
that  it  was  given  to  x\\^  contractors^  or  tiiat  the  whole  of  it  was  loft  to 
the  nation.  Undoubtedly  a  fair  and  reafonable  profit  to  the  con- 
tributors ought  to  be  allowed  and  deducted.  The  remainder  is 
evidently  given  away.  But  the  whole  premium  is  truly  ftated  as  a 
profit  to  the  contributor.     There  is  no  other  way  of  defcribing  it. 
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At  I  a  per  cent.*on  eighteen  millions  it  amounts  to  !2,i6o,o6dL 
I.  know  that  at  one  period  the  premium  on  the  loan  rofe  to  twelve 
and  an  half  per  cent.,  and  that  fome  of  the  principal  holders  of 
omnium  did  not  fell  at  that  driee  or  near  it,  aS  they  might  have 
done,  becaufe  they  expefted  it  to  rife  to  fifteen  or  fixteen  ;  and  (o 
it  would  without  doubt^  if  the  expcftaiions,  fallacioufly  held  out 
by  the  King's  meflfage  of  the  8th  of  December,  had  not  been  de- 
feated by  the  fubfequent  condud  of  Government.  What  the  real 
intention  of  the  meflfage  was,  I  know  not ;  but  I  know  that  it  v^zs 
calculated  to.  anfwer  a  purpofc,  that  it  had  a  confiderablc  efFe(ft, 
.and  that,  fince  that  time,  the  contents  of  it  have  j^cn  difcarded  and 
forgotten. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour,  Sir,  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  as  briefly  ai\d 
diAinSIy  as  I  can,  what  in  my  judgment,  /jre  ngf,  and  then  what 
are  the  true  effential  points  in  iffue,  between  thofe  who  applaud,  and 
thofe  who  condemn  the  condu6l  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  tfiis  tranfatSion,  and  which  alone  deferve  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe.  Every  attempt  to  (hift  the  queftibn  or  the  charge 
from  its  real  ground  is,  in  fome  degree,  an  adrniffion.  Men 
of  experience  and  ability,  who  know  the  confcquence,  would  not 
refort  to  bad  logic,  or  to  falfe  ground,  if  they  felt  themfelves  ftrong, 
in  fair  and  honourable  argument,  on  the  real  merits  of  the  fubjeft* 
The  line  of  examination,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
friends  inceflantly  purfued  in  the  Committee,  tended  to  provcfome 
propofitions,  which  were  not  ih  difpute.  .The  honou'ralTlc 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  I  am  fure,'  will  remember  my  having 
faid  exprefsly  that  the  refult,  though  ever  fo  favourft)le  to  him,  wotild 
be  fuperfluous,  that  it  was  a  defence  without  a  charge,  and  that  I 
cautioned  him  againft  the  natural  inference  that  muA  be  drawn 
from  that  nKxie  of  proceeding.  They  adhered  to  it  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  they  rely  upon  it  in  the  debate.  We  fhall  fee  with 
what  effcft.  I  aflcrt  then  that,  admitting  the  learned  gentleman 
to  hzvtprovedy  to  his  own  entire  fatisfaftion,  that  there  is  no  ground 
tofufpcA  the  Chahcellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  having  turned  the  loan 
to  his  own  account,  or  even  of  having  diftributed  any  portion  of  it 
among  his  friends  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  reward  or  cor- 
rupt them,  which  fi>r  the  prefent  I  neither  affirm  nor  deny,  he  htis 
^  proved  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  He  has  refifted  vigoroufly  whcfre 
there  was  no  attack,  and  exhibited  great  courage,'  where  there  ^-^s 
no  danger.  He  knows  yery  well  how  difficult  if  not  impoffible  it 
is,  even  in  the  groffeft  trahfadJions,  to  obtain  dircft  proof  of  cor- 
ruption between  Miniftcrs  and  Members  of  Parliament.    He  knows, 
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or  ou^t  takflow  that,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  thatfitftof  diaige  \ras 
never  attempted.     My  honourable   friend,   who  nx>ved  the    in- 
quiry, not  only  did  not  lay  proditutton  or  corruption  to  the  chargie 
of  the  Minifter,  in  the  fenfe  taken  by  the  learned  gentlcfnany 
but  did  exprefsly  and  repeatedly  difclaim  it.     So  did  I  and  aCfaeis 
in  the  Committee.     Not  that  the  contrary  has  by  any  me^ns  been 
made  out  in  evidence.     Of  fuch  propofitions,  the  negative  is  lull 
as  difficult  to  prove,  as  the  affirmative.     We  faid,  and  we  adhere 
to  it,  that  it  appeared  to  us  that  a  mod  improvident  bargain  had 
been  made  for  the  public.     We  fay  now,  and  we  have  proved  if » 
that,  in  every  part  of  the  tranJaRi$n  afthe  late  lotin,  the  public  interefi 
has  been  facrificed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^     If  Lam  aiked, 
what  could  be  his  motives j  my  anfwer  is  that  I  cannot  penetrate  into 
thehearts  of  men,  or  judge  of  their  intentions  otberwife  than  by  faAs 
and  circumftances,  and  by  a  comparifon  between  conduAand  profef- 
fions;  but  that  in  this  cafe,  in  my  ofMnion,  fu6klent  ground  is  Jaid 
for  all  the  concluiions  drawn  by  the  Rcfolutions.  That  point  ihaU  be 
oonfidercd  in  its  place.  If  I  am  iafked,  whether  I  fufpeft  the  right  ho- 
rKxirable  gentleman  of  perfooal  corri^ftion  i  a  this  bufinefe  ?  I  anfwer 
^nkly  and  without  referve.  No.  t&orn  to  infinuate  what  I  do  not 
believe.   Neither  do  I  pretend  t0  have  ground  to  believe  that  the  loan 
was  didributcd  among  the  Members  of  thia  Hoiife^  and  therefore,  I 
fay  nothing  on  that  head.     The  dUlribu{ion,  in  ihe  cky  ^f  Lmdan^ 
ipcaks  for  itfelf.  In  that  quarter  undoubonily,  X  fuljpefl  that  corrup- 
tion was  intended,  becaufe  I  fee  the  cfFe£i.*    I  fee  an  expd>it»ntprefit 
given,  and  a  correfponding  condu£l  in  tI)ofe,  whQ  received  it.  Bui  tia 
>  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  ownperfon,  is  immaculate  !  Tm 
\  mayprffue  any  thing  elfe  ;  butjjince  you  cannot  prove  ihot  he  hpi  a /bate 
in  the  loan  for  his  own  ufe,  your  objections  and  your  charges  Jiff^fy.iM^ 
thing.     That  is,  we  have  proved  nothing,  becaufe  twe  have  not 
proved  what  we  did  notalledge.     But  after  all,  Sir>  is  it  pauch  to 
iay,  for  a  man  in  his  elevated  iituation,  for  a  man  of  his  under- 
(bnding,  that  he  is  not  vile  enough  and  fool  enough  to  take  mon^ 
in  his  office!     Could  he  do  it,  without  the  aflifhnce  of  a  middle 
man,  of  an  agent  ?     Muft  he  not  employ  a  banyan ;  and  if  he 
trufted  himfelf  to  a  third  perfon  in  a  bufinefs  fo  full  of  danger 
aiul  difficulty,  muft  he  not  be  at  once  in  the  power  of  that  perfon, 
and  his  flave  for  ever  ?  In  all  thefe  trania£lions,  there  is  undoubt- 
edly a  clear,  available  profit  to  the  Miniiter.     But  who  is  it  fuf- 
peds  him  of  taking  it  in  fpecie }     The  thing  is  morally  impoflible. 
I  acquit  him  on  his  underitanding. 
0     In  all  the  preceding  obfervations^    Sir,  I  have  intended  litde 


fM.i6.]  DEBATES.  •    •  i6| 

more  than  to  deaf  the  grputidy   and   opcfi  tsuf  %iraj  to  li^ 
bodf  of  the  question.     I  (hall  Hate  it  now  in  the  only  fonn  in 
which  I  think  it  ought,  to  be  ftated   to  a  popular  affembly,  and 
in  which  I*  can  hope  to  make  myfelf  underftood.     Minute  es- 
calations of  pounds  or  pence  would  not  be  attended  to,  nor  would 
they  be  intelligible^  at  lead  with  any  explanations  of  mine.     I 
may  not  fuopeed  in  afcertaining  the  precife  motives,  on  w^ich  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  aded.     But  that  he  has  zBsA 
on  motives  inconfiftent  with  his  du^,  and  that  he  has  wilfidly  fa- 
crificed  the  public  intere(l,   (in  fuch   a  man  I  cannot  attribute 
any  thing  to  ignoranceor  furprife,)  of  which  he  was  th^  appoint 
guardkin,  the  fpecial  truftec,— thefe  proportions,  I  am  Cure  I  can 
make  out.     By  what  evidence  ?     By  a  concurrence  of  yndifputed 
fa<fls  and  ofcircumfiances,  which  cannot  lie,  and  all  of  them  meet- 
ing in  one  central  point,  the  prdit  of  the  contradors.  I  fh^ll  bring 
them  together  as  clofely,  and  compare  them  as  accurately  as  I  can ; 
and  then  let  it  be  feen  wheAer,  fo  coUeded  and  fo  compared,  they 
dd  not  amount  to  a  moral  proof,   whether  they  do  not  force  you  to 
a  conelufioo,    which,  whatever  you  may  fay,  the  human  mind  is 
not  made  to  refift.     Judgment  is  not  yet  at  the  command  of  voli- 
tion.    If  it  were,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  undoubtedly 
would  be^  fecure  of  the  efteem,  as  he  is  of  the  partiality  of  this 
Houfe.  On  the  prefent  queftion,  it  is  not  within  the  limits  of  poflibi- 
lity,  that  their  inclination  and  their  judgment  (hould  really  ga  toge- 
ther.    Now,  Sir,  I  requeft  the  Houfe,  in  obferving  the  fads,  to 
be  attentive  to  the  dates.     I  need  not  ftop  to  prove  that,  to  afcer- 
tain  the  quality  of  human  adions,  the  date  is  very  often  an  eflential 
part  of  the  fa£l.     I  (hall  ftate  nothing,  in  point  of  fadt,  but  what 
is  proved  and  admitted.     Firft,  Till  the  23d  of  November  j  795 
\t  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  adhered  to  the  prin- 
ciple, which  he  had  uniformly  profeflTed,  of  free  and  open  com- 
petition, and  that,  until  the  a5th  of  November,   he  did  never 
exprefs  an  intention  of  departing  from  that  principle.     Second, 
By  the  evidence,  on  which  the  eleventh  Refolution  is  founded, 
it  appears  that  Mr.   Boyd's  fuppofed  right    to    objedt  to    the 
negodation  of  a  new  loan,  was  (fated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer fome  time  in  06tober,  and  that  he  promifed  to  fend  to  Mr. 
Boyd  and  his  party,  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay,  before  apy  com- 
petition  (hould  take  place,    but   that,    at  that  time,  he  Jami 
fojitivefy  determined  not  to   admit  of  their  claim.     He  never  fent 
^  Mr.  Boyd.     On  the  23d  of  November  he  ftill  adhered  to 
his  plan  of  free  and  open  competition,    and  invited  die  competi- 
tors .to  meet  turn  on  the  25^1,  in  order  to  bid.  on  that  princi^ 
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pie.     The  Houfe  will  obfrfvc  that  I  fpcak  of  fe<!lis,  Os  tficjr  appcsr 
on  the  furfiice  of  the  evidence,  not  as  I  think  they  really  were. 
After  being  reminded  of  his  engagement  to  Mr.  Boyd,  firft  in  a  con- 
verfatioti,  and  then  by  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  November  ;  he  fays, 
on  the  25th,  that  the  circumftances  had  come,  but  recfnily^  to  hi.^ 
knowledge,  and  that  he  did  not  admit  any  obligation  to  cxiii.     H: 
feems  to  have  forgotten  not  only   his  original  engagement  to  Mr. 
Boyd,  but  the  revival  of  it  in  Odlober  ;  and  indeed,   not  to  lu^e 
been  very  much  ftruck  with  the  force  of  it,  when  it  was  again  de- 
tailed to  him  on  the  24th  of  November.     Let  us  confidcr  a  lltt'-c 
what  this  right  and  claim  is,  which  appears  to  have  made  fo  ven 
flight  an  impreflion  on  the  mcmon'  and  judgment  of  the  ChaQccl; : 
-  of  the  Exchequer,  but  to  which  at  laft  he  fubmits  without  refiftancv. 
as  if  he  were  fudfienly  overpowered  by  a  torrent  of  convicJion.     I^ 
diis  place,  Sir,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  premifc,  that  whatever  i 
fay  on  thefc  points  is  meant  to  be  exclufively  applied  to  the  Mini)"::: 
I  have  the  pleafure  of  knowing  Mr.  Boyd,  and  (liall  always  fp:i 
of  him  as  I  think,  with  the  grcateft  confideration- — Firft  of  a!I  I 
find,  from  Mr.  Boyd's  letter,     **  that  the  contra<ft,  for   the  loan 
**  of  laft  year,  was  entered   into  under  the  csntiiticn,      that  m 
**  other  public  loan  for  this  country  fhould  be  made  until  the  perid. 
**  fixed  for  the  laft  payment  of  the  loan  then  contrafled  for,  ftioi!: 
"  have  elapfed."     Here  the  claim  begins  with  a  pofitive  condirk. 
which,  if  it  could  be  proved,  would  make  all  general  argurao 
fuperfluous-  .   Mr.  Boyd  allows  that  it  was  not  reduced  to  a  fpccif: 
form,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  no  recOlle^on  of  it 
In  a  queftion  of  mere  faft,  between  him    and  Mr.    Boyd,  tb 
hither  too  material  to  be  readily  forgotten,  I  am  willing  to  allo^ 
him  the  full  benefit  of  a  feeble  memor)'.     But  obfcrve  what  tl.i 
nature  and  qualities  of  this  right  are,  and  then  believe  it,  if  you  cin. 
thata  right,  fo  founded  «nd To  qualified,  ihould  have  etcaped  die  at- 
tention of  fuch  a  man  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  tin', 
when  it  was  revived  and  brought  back  to  his  view,  it  fhould  hav: 
made  fo  very  (light  an  impreflion  on  his  mind.     Mr.  Boyd  f3y>, 
*'  it  is  a  ri^ht  founded  injujficc.*'  You  may  not  remember  an  cngn^v- 
ment  \  but  juftice,  though  often  violated,  is  not  quite  fo  cafily  tcr- 
gotten.     This  right  is  alfo  founded  in  the  nature  of  things,     A  cun- 
ous  defcription  certainly  of  a  claim  to  lend  money,  from  a  con- 
trador  to  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.      Or  is  it  one  of  tk 
rights  of  man    newly  imported   from  Paris  ?      But  it  alfo  par- 
takes of  the  quality  of  a  mctaphyfical  right,     Mr.  Boyd  con- 
tends,   that'  it  was  inherent  and  inalienable  in  him  as  contra^cr; 
that,  in  that  chara£ler,  he  could  not  feparate  himfdf  ffom  i^ 
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ntid   diat,  as  fuch,  his  right  and  he  were  indiflblubly  attached  to 
one  another,  and  would  have  continued  fo,  though  he  fliould  have 
•  parted  with  all  his  (hnrc  in  the  loan,  or  even  tho'  he  never  ihould 
Have  held  any  part  of  it,  but  only  have  afled  as  agent  for  the  other 
contributoi^  ;  and  tho'  he  himfclf  admils,  that  the  contradtors  for 
the  lonnof  1795,  could  not  fuffcr  any  pecuniary  lofs  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  loan,  otherwifc  than  as  holders  of  fcrip.     His 
own  words  arc,   "  But  I  do  not  undcrftand  that,  while  I  fell  or 
**  alienate  a  part  of  the  loan,   I  transfer  any  of  the  inalienable  and 
*'  inherent  right,  which  belongs  exclufivelv  to  me  as  a  contractor" 
This  to  me,  I  confefs.  Sir,  is  a  new  fpcculation,  and  therefore  it  is 
poflible  that  I  may  not  be  a  proper  judge  of  it.     But  this  I  know, 
that  all  the  witnefles  concur  in  a  very  different  opinion,  viz.  that 
as  there  .could  b*?  no  pecuniary  lofs  but  to  the  holders  of  ft  rip,  all 
the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  1795  had  as  good  a  claim,  as  the 
contraftors,  to  a  preference  for  the  fuccccding  loan,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  fhnrcs  in  the  loan  of  1 7 9  5,  then  hcJd  by  them 
rcfpeftively,  and  that  not  one  of  them,  on  that  principle  at  lead, 
appears  to  have  been  confidcred  in  the  prcfcntloan. 

But  leaving  this  problem  to  flnft  for  itfeit,  you  will  find 
that  the  right,  fo  claimed  by  the  coutra<5tor,  has  been  recognijed 
by  conftant  praEiict  and  public  opinion.  Here  comes  a  qucftion  of  faft. 
Has  it  been  the  confinnt  praSfice  ?  If  it  has,  you  have  a  cuftom 
without  an  inftance.  No  fimilar  cafe  has  been  ftated.  No  example 
hns  been  alledged  to  make  good  the  affirmative.  The  truth  is,  that 
there  never  was  a  precedent  in  point.  The  Governor  of  the 
Bank  fays,  '*  he  does  not  rccollcdl  any  loan  made  for  the  receipts 
"  to  come  out  before  the  others  were  totally  extind^-,  and  that  Mr. 
**  Newland  had  looked  back  a  great  way,  but,  fince  the  eftablifti- 
**  mcnt  of  the  Bank,  no  new  loan  has  been  made,  when  two  {)ay- 
*'  ments  of  the  preceding  one  were  not  fulfilled,  as  in  the  prefent 
"  cafe.'*  The  affertcd  right  of  the  contradVor  is  therefore  clearly 
not  founded  oh  conjiant  praHice.  But  it  would  be  treating  fuch  a 
propofition  too  gently,  if  I  contented  myfelf  with  faying,  that  it 
has  not  been  proved.  There  is  a  decifivc  fafl  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  qucftion,  which  annihilates  the  allegation  of  pra^icr.  Allow 
me  to  ftate  this  point  diftincHy.  The  moment  you  undcrftand  it, 
you  muft  be  convinced  by  it.  The  contraflors  fiiy  they  cannot  rc- 
linquifh  their  Tight,*  without  evident  i:fs.  How  are  they  to  lofe? 
As  holders  of  fcrip  beknging  to  the  former  loan,  by  the  introduSlion 
of  eighteen  millions' more  into  the  mariet.  But  if  you  look  to  the 
evidence,  yoa  will  find  there  is  one  opinion,  in  which  all  the  wit- 
neffcs  agree,  viz,  to  fj;cak  in  the  terms  of  the  fourteenth  Rcfolu- 
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ttofiy  '<  That  the  valu6  of  the  exifttng  fund$  !s  aflPedled  in  a  &r 

"  greater  degree  by  the  negociathn  (or  a  new  loan,  and  the  fcttk- 
<'  ment  of  the  terms  thereof,  than  by  the  makir^  the  depofit  on  fuch 
**  loan  after  it  is  fettled."     Mr.  Boyd  himfelf  exprefsly  obje£l$  to 
the  negociatisn  of  a  new  loan,  while  payments  on  the  fomicr  knn 
were  depending ;  becaufe  undoubtedly,  if  injury  be  done  to  tk 
holders  of  fcrip,  it  muft  be  by  the  negociathn  and  terms,    no<  by  the 
depofit.  Now,  Sir,  fuppoling  this  to  be  thetruth,  as  it  oertaiply  is,it 
appears  by  theevidence,  in  oppofition  to  that  conjiant  pra6fice  and ^' 
mon,  alledged  by  Mr.  Boyd,  that,  before  all  the  paymehts  were 
completed  on  the  loan  for  1 794,  a  new  loan  for  1795  was  ncgod- 
ated  with  Mr.  Boyd,  while  confiderable  fumsof  the  preceding  loan 
were  outftanding  ;  yet  the  contributors  to  that  loan  did  not  objed 
tt>  fuch  ncgociation,  or  make  any  complaint  on  acc;>unt  of  it.  You 
will  find  the  fad  more  precifely  ftated  in  the  1 5th  Refoludon.    1 
am  not  arguing  now  about  the  validity  of  Mr.  Boyd's  pretentions  tD 
a  preference  ;  but,  fuppoiing  them  to  be  good,  in  the  fenfe  and  to 
the  cffeB.  dated;  is  it  poflTible  they  could  be  forgotten?  Or,  if  thej 
were  not  valid,  why  did  they  prevail  ?     It  would  not  be  difficult 
to  aiTign  a  ptobable  motive  for  the  Minifter's  condu3 ;  btxt,  as  it 
would  be  faid  to  amount  to  nothing  but  fufpicion  or  conjecture,  I 
AiaU  leave  it  to  every  man,  who  obferves  the  fads,  to  conclude  for 
himfelf.     There  are  dill  fome  material  circumilances  in  this  tran- 
ia£tion,  very  well  worthy  of  your  attention.     Mr.  Boyd  obtains  the 
preference,  if  not,  as  we  call  it,  zgift  of  the  loan.     What  follows? 
He  frujis  to  the  candour  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
agrees  to  take  it  on  hU   own  terms.     What  precedes  ? — ^A  lin- 
gular fad.     In  the  beginning  of  November,  for   the  firft  time* 
the  Commiflioners  appointed  to  buy  up  the  public  debt,  began  to 
make  purchafes  in  the  4  per  cent,  itock.     The  bargain  for  the  loan 
was  fixed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  in  the  3  per 
cents  only.     That  is,  he  did  every  thing,  that  depended  on  him, 
to  lower  the  value  of  that  commodity  which  he  meant  to  difpofe  of' 
The  4  per  cents  rofe  of  courfe,  by  this  new  and  unexpected  invcft- 
ment  of  more  than  half  a  million  in  ready  money.     Whatever  that 
advantage  amounted   to,  ought  to  have  been  given  to  the  3   per 
cents,  in  which  the  bargain  for  the  loan  was  concluded.   The  learned 
-  gentleman  fays  that,  in  November  1795,  the  purchafes  by  the 
commiffioners  could  not  be  made  in  the  3  per  cent  annuities  ;  be* 
caufe,  in  that  month  the  books  of  thofe  annuities  were  (hut.     So 
they  were  in  1 7  9  4.     So  they  were  in  every  preceding  year.     The 
times,  at  which  the  feveral  books  are  (hut,  in  all  the  funds  ref- 
pcflxvely,  never  vary.    Did  that  difficulty  occur  in  1 7  94  or  1 7 93  ^ 
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Did  Oic  CofmnUTiDneni  e^er  -  purohaTe  in  the  4  par  cent%  befeie 
November  lad  i     Nevtr.     Again  I  fay^  what  follows  the  fettle* 
inent  of  the  loan  i     Axtodar  h&y  mod  fingi^ar  in  its  ^peaFancc, 
moft   iflftportant  in  its  efFe^.     The  ChatiGellor  of  the  E^hequer 
makes  the  btnigltn  on  the  25th  of  November,  but  does  r\ot  bri^g 
forward  the  budgfit  till  the  7th  of  December*     On  the  length  of 
that  interval  and  its  oonfe^ences,  J  ihall  obfcrve  prcfently.     But 
here  comes  the   queftionable  point  of  all.     The  very  day  after 
the  budget,  the  Minifter  delivers  a  meiTage  from  His  Majefty,  from 
which  all  men  concluded,  that  a  negociation  for  peace  was  on  foot 
or  very  likely  to  take  place      The  value  of  the  loan  imtnediatdy 
rofe  above  5  per  cent,  or  900,0001.  on  the  capital,  which  we 
affirm  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs  a  voluntary,  determined,  and 
premeditated  gift  to  the  contra£lor;S  at  the  escpence  of  the  public.    If 
the  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fliould  alledge  that  thisd3fe£):of  the 
mcflfage  was  not  to  be  forefeen,  or  that  in  h6k  he  did  not  forefoe 
it,  I  (hill  leave  the  firft  of  thofe  allegations  to  the  judgment  of  tl^c 
Houfe,  and  of  the  world;  the  fecond  I  (hall  not  contradid.  They, 
wlio  take  him  at  his  word,  muft  defend  his  integrity  at  the  expencp 
of  his  fagacity,  on  a  point  that  could  not  eibape  the  meaneft  under- 
(landing.      In  fo  grofs  a  miftake,  it  is  not  poITiblc  that  common  fenfe 
and  common  honefty  fliould  have  a^ed  together.     Of  thcefTedlat 
Icaft,  there  can  be  no  doubt.     No  man  will  deny  that,  if  he  had 
timed  and  graduated  thefe  fcveral  adls  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  I 
mean  the  loan,  the  budget,  and  the  melTage  ;  the  public   might 
have  had  the  benefit  of  that  -advance  in  the  funds,  which  was 
produtcd  by  the  meiTage. 

The  29th  Rcfolution  ftafes,-  in  moderate  terms,  that  the 
interval  of  twelve  days,  between  the  fcttlement  and  the  budget,  is 
unufual^  and  not  likely  to  be  produdive  of  any  advantage  to  the 
Public.  The  fa<ft  is  that,  by  any  delay  of  the  hudget  after  die 
bargiin,  the  Public  cannot  pofllbly  gain,  but  may  pofTibly  lofe. 
With  refpeA  to  the  contra^ftors,  the  direct  revcrfe  i*  the  cafe. 
If,  in  that  protra£)cd  interval,  political  events  of  a  favourable  na«- 
turc  (hould  happen,  by.  which  tlie  price  of  (locks  (hould  be  con- 
fidcrably  advanced,  the  contra£lor  has  the  whole  beneBt  of  tl^e  rife. 
Whereas,  if  the  contrary  (hould  ha(^n,  whether  by  mi^ortunes 
abroad,  or  any  other  (inifter  event;  and  if,  in  confcqucnce,  the 
loan,  inftcad  of  bearing  a  premium  of  tenor  twelve  per  cent, 
fliould  fall  /cpnfiderably  unJcr  par,  what  remedy  lias  the  Public 
againft  the  con  radtors?  or  would  they,  if  they  could,  enforce  the 
concradl  to  the  ruin  of  the  parties  ?  No,  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
it  would  not  b    attempted.     The  learned  gentleman  admits,  with 
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trutli  and  candour,  that  Parliamehty  in  fuch  a  cafe  of  pate  mis- 

fortune^  would  relieve  the  contraAor.  -  I  fay  they  would,  becaufe 
they*  ought  to  do  fo.  For  reafons  of  this  nature,  it  was  iormcity 
the  conftantrule  not  to  conclude  thebaigain  till  the  day  before  the 
budget.  Even  in  later  times,  the  interval  has  feldom  exceeded  tr^ 
days.  Suppoflng  that,  in  a  political  view,  it  might  have  been  ad* 
vtfable  to  conclude  the  baigain  for  the  loan  at  fo  very  early  a  period 
of  the  feflion,  why  did  not  the  budget  immediately  follow  }  If 
otherwife,  why  might  not  the  baigain  have  waited  for  the  budget  ? 
On  this  point,  one  atgument  only  has  been  ui^cd,  with  a  great 
deal  of  pomp  and  emphafis,  namely,  that  it  was  good  policy  to 
take  the  earlieft  moment  poffible,  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
to  exhibit  to  the  enemy  the  extent  of  XHir  refources,  and  the  fad- 
)ity,  with  which  the  enormous  capital  of  eighteen  millions  flerlipg 
could  ftill  be  raifed  in  this  country.  It  does  not  yet  appear  that 
this  eager  exhibition  of  our  extravagance  has  made  any  matemi 
impreflion  on  the  enemy.  As  far  as  I  can  difcover,  they  have  not 
•yet  been  much  appalled  by  it.  But,  be  it  fo.  Allow  the  policy  to 
be  good,  whether  in  this  inftance  it  fucceeded  or  not.  How  will 
tiie  right  honourable  gentleman  anfwer  this  qucftion?  If  the  po. 
licy  was  good  in  November  17959  it  may  be  fo  equally  in  No- 
vember 1 796.  Then  why  have  you  notir,  for  the  firft  time,  in- 
troduced into  the  contrad  for  the  prefentloan  a  fpecific  ftipulation, 
that  nopapnent  on  any  new  loanjbatt  be  made  till  after  the  laji  pof- 
-Pient  on  this  loan,  that  is,  till  after  the  15/A  of  December  1796  r 
How  do  you  know  that,  before  that  day,  it.may  not  be  indifpen- 
fably  neceilary  to  raife  another  loan  for*the  public  fervice  i  On 
your  own  principles,  you  have  difarmed  your  Government  of  a 
powerful  weapon,  or  at  leaft  of  an  inftrument  of  terror,'  from 
which,  as  you  contend,  a  great  effeA  might  be  expedled.  Let  the 
cafe  be  ever  fo  prefling,  let  the  opportunity  be  ever  fo  favourable, 
your  hands  are  tied.  You  cannot  refort  to  your  own  remedy  with- 
out afking  leave  of  the  prefent  contractors;  that  is,  you  muft  buy 
their  confent  by  the  gift  of  another  loan,  which  they  in  their  turn 
will  trufi  to  the  Minijicrs  candour^   and  take  it  on  his  own  terms. 

On  the  curious  traniadtion  of  the  Hamburgh  bills,  which,  I  be- 
lieve, will  fumifh  a  clue  to  unravel  the  myfteries  of  the  loan,  i 
purpofcly  reftrain  myfelf  at  prefent,  an  honourable  gentleman  near 
me  having  engaged  to  make  it  the  object  of  a  particular  inquiry,  as 
it  richly  deferves.  One  obfervation  only  is  too  prefling  to  be  omitted. 
The  learned  gentleman  infifts  on  the  clear  and  unqueftionable  fair- 
nefs  of  the  mcafure,  though  unufual  in  the  mode.  Now,  I  a(k 
him  whether,  when  thefe  bills  were  brought  into  circulation^  the 
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true  mture  of  thctn  was  avowed  7  Was  the  dtiimmter  inforHH 
cdp  that  die  place  and  date  were  fidlitious;  diai  they  were  drawnf 
in  London  in  September,  though  dated  from  Hambufgh  in  Auguft  h 
If  not,  the  difcounter  was  impofed  upon.  I  do  not  fay  that  the, 
intention  was  to  defraud,  but  it  certainly  was  to  deceive  hini.  If 
the  truth  had  been  declared,  would  .  any  banker  have  rifqued  the- 
credit  of  hb  Houfe  by  difeounting  fuch  bills  r  It  docs  not  appear, 
that  they  were  ever  ofiered  to  the  Bank  of  England. 

Now,  Sir,  I  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  put  together  the  h&s,  the 
circumftances,  the  confequences  and  pretences  pf  the  Minifter's 
cond6d  in  this  extraordinary  tranfa6tion,  and»  leaving  out  of  their 
confideration.the  collufion  that  ^peais,  or  the  nnQtives  ^faat  A)ay  be 
fufpeded,  to  pronounce  their  verdiiSt,  on  the  fimple  ilTue  of  fadi^ 
*'  Has  he  or  has.  he  not  made  a  mod  improvident  hai^g^in  for  4m| 
''  Public?"  If  the  £sid  be  found,  the  moral. infcrencj;  is pbvioM^ 
and  unavoidable.  It  need*  not  be  argued,  for  it  cannot  \fc  rcfifif  ^^ 
Neyerthelefs,  Sir,  flaking  .now  for  mylelf  alone,  I  declare  ^t  i 
am  ready  to  wa>^  every  one  of  the  objections  I  have  ftated^;  ai^l 
even  to  join  with'  his  friends  in  a  vote  of  acquittal,  if  the  Minviiei^ 
can 'and  will  give  me  a  fair,  dire£l,  and  fansfa£lory  anfwcr  to  ot^ 
remaining  qiieflion.  When  Melli(h  and  Morgan  refufed  to  bid  on 
the  plan  of  a  qualified  competition  propofed  to  them  on  the  25t;h  o{ 
Novoi&berV  for  what  reafim  did  he  inAantly  conclude  with  Mr. 
Boyd?  He  was  not  prefled  for  time,  (ince  Friday  the  27tfa  was 
the  day,  fixed  by  himfelf,  for  the  final  fqttlement.  He  was  not 
preiled  for  money,  fince  the-firft  payment  oii  the  new  loarv»  ^^ 
not  required  before  the  loth  of  December.  For  any  thing  that 
appears  to  the  contrary i  he  might  have  taken  a  week,  but  certainly 
two  di^s,  without  any  poffiUe  inconvenience,  to  try  at  leail,.  whe* 
ther  fome  other  competitors  might  not  offer,'  and  by  that  means 
give  the  Public  a  pofiible  chance  of  the  benefit  of  a  competition  on 
his  own  plan.  Then  why  did  he  not  immediately  fend  to  the  Bai4it 
and  defire  the  Governor  to  give  public  notice  of  the  aheratiop,  an^ 
of  his  being  open,  for  a  certain  number  of  days,  to  receive  ijiro* 
poCds  on  that  principle?  *  I  prefume  he  will  not  fay  that  he  knew 
it  to  be.  fuch,  as  no  man  of  credi^  would  offer  to  bid  upon.  Yet 
what  elfe  he  can  fay,  to  cover  fo  ^x>fs  and  palpable  a  breach  of  his 
duty  to  the  Public— 1  confcfs  my  imbccillity — I  have  taxed  my 
ims^ination — but  I  am  not  able  ^o  conceive  it.- 

The  laft  appeal  I  Ihall  make  is  to  the  prudence  of  the  Houfe^^ 
We  are  truftees  for  the  nation,:  and  accountable  for  the  truft  u 
pofed  in -us.     If  we  aded>/^i4|Lfor.  purfelvqs,  pr  if  the  qiier 
eh(ted  wi^h  a  few  if^teebes^'  a.i^Vrt  queftipiv  ^d  a  vig^rou^ 
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hilion,  the  Chancellor  of  tW  Excbcquor  might  po(Bbl]r  be  as  hie. 
iti  the  opinion  of  his  ooantry^  as  he  is  in  this  Houfb.  But  let  it  be 
itm^nbered,  befens  we  decide,  -that  die  evidcoce  is  bcfeie  the 
KibltCy  who  will  compare  it  widi  tfie  veidiA  and  judge  of  m  ac- 
dordingly.  We  may  acquit  the  Mirufller  by  a  vote  ;  but^  if  that 
^e  (hoidd  not  appear  to  be  wanranicd  by  the  evidence,  ft  will  avail 
Itirh  ^thing  in  point  of  reputarion*  The  country  have  k  in  their 
power  to  try  us  as  well  as  kim.  The  Minifter  may  tfeape ;  but,  in 
Che  judgement  of  mankind*   this  Houfe  will  not  be  acquitted* 

The  two  following  rcfolutionsy  as  founded  on  the  evidence,  were 
propo&dby  Mr.  Sylvefter  Douglas,  and  carried  without  a  divificn. 

Mxfilvedf  ^'  That  it  appeacs  n>  this  Houfe,  that  the  terms  of 
At  loan  were  fixed  with  a  due  regard  ID  the  magnitude  of  the  fizms 
borrowed  and  provided  for,  as  well  as  to  the  mariciet  price  of  the 
funds  and  tfie  fituation  of  •  public  afiairs  at  the  time  the  bnxgain  was 
concluded*  *      ' 

Rtfdhed,  f  <-  That  k  appeavs  to  this  Houfe  tbat,  in  rvery  part  of 
the  tranfa^Kon  of  the  late  loan>  the  conduct  of  the  Chancelhir  of  the 
Exchequer  was  atft-uated  by  a  vi<rw  to  the  public  inte^ft,  and  that 
there  Is  no  ground  to  fuppofe  that  any^  interference  took  place  on  ibe 
|>art  of  any  pcdbns  conne(^ed  with  Government  in  the.diAritnition 
of  any  'y^rt  of  the  faid  loan. 

'^ '  Mt.  ST££L£  Paid,  he  bad  promi&d  himfelf  to  confinrlM  ob- 
fervations  within  as  narrow  a  compafe  as*  poffible,  and  would  keep 
his  word,  though  the  obfervations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
jtift  fat  down,  demanded  from  him  more-than  hewoold  othenrife 
have  thought'it  ncceflaiy  to  fay. -—That  lionourabk  gentleman  had 
entered  with  fomfe  cetifure  into  the  con(Htutk)p  of  the  Comiiiittec, 
and  faidy  that  the  inquiry,  whether  the  loaQ  was -made  with  tsorrupt 
?tew^j  by  his  right  hopiburable  friend,  did  not  ^  properly  belong  to 
tt.  To  this  propofition  '  the  Houfe,  he  was  '  convinced,  would 
nevct^  arffent,  fincc  the  principal  rcafon  foic  inftituting  the  inquiry  by 
Cbmhiittee,  was,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  poinccdlv 
rhfifiuated  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made  ufc  ot 
Vtit  diAKbiition  of  the  loan  as  ways  and  means  iaoiiJer  toieeure  a 
ii^ajority  in  the  Houfe — or,  if  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himfdf,  atleafl  his  agents  and  colleagues.  This^  he  obferved,  obliged 
aHr  thofe  attached  by  office  to  his.  right  honourable  friend,  to  feel 
anxioufly  difpofed  for  an  inquiry,  atKi  the  Committee  was  adopted 
on  that  ground.  For,  the  loan  itfelf  having  been  di&uffed,  and 
tfie  "bargain  fandUoned  by  the  kgiilature,  the^nly  Iqgitimatepound 
of  inquiry  that  could  arife,  was,  whether  die  Chancellor  of  the 
ExditquerJiad  had  any  unduQ  motives  ia  the  bargain  ?  -  Although 
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the  honourabk  gentkitian  had  fatd»  that  the  Sefoluriofi  which  in^ 
curred  his  difappcobacion  had  pa(ied  during  his  abfencc,  and  would 
thereby  infinuatey  that  it  had  paf&d  in  the  abfencc  of  all  thafe  who  I 
looked  with  tlie  lame  vigilance,  as  hirefclf  to  find  delinquency^ 
where  even  error  was  not  chargeable ;  yet  he  (Mr.  Steele)  affored 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee  was  all  along  attended  by  at  )ca(V 
two  or.  three^  and  otten  more,  of.  thofe  members  of  the  other  (ids 
who  were  moil  active  on  the  oocafion«  There  were  alfo  other  g<n« 
tlemen  on  his  Itde  equally  anxious  to  have  the  nutter  invcdigac^d. 
The  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  which  fecmcd  to  have  given  the 
honourable  gentleman  fo  mueh  offence^  was  formed  on  this  pvineU 
ple»  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fet  this  mbdtt  bufineft  in  mo- 
tion (Mr.  Smith),  was  called  to  the  chair ;  and,  on  the  laft  day  but 
oac,  ftated  to  the  Committee  the  neceffity  of  not  adding  to  the  Re^ 
port  Che  lifts  of  the  fubfcribers  to  ikic  loan  ;  and  produood  a  ptipet^ 
containing  a  fomiof  wonk,  -which  itaited  fomo  reafons  (br  doing  i^.- 
To  this  he  (Mr.  Steele)  objeded  ;  and  &id|  that  if  the  matter  WaH' 
confined  limply  to  thio,  it  might,  upon  a  future  occaiion«  be  faid, 
that  they  were,  kept  back  bccaule  thero  was  fomething  in  them  that 
opei^ted  agaiiift  the  Chwiodlor  o€  the  £)ichequer.  The  Refolu- 
tion alluded  to.  was  tfaf:refi>fe  pmpofed  ;  and,  lei)?  it  might  be  fup- 
poied  diat  itwas  carfiod  in  a  thin,  unafieended  Committee^  hcpr^ 
pofed  to  defer  the  confideration  of  it  to  the  next  day,  iii  order  to 
give  the  other  members  of  the  Committoe  full  notice.  And,  oi^ 
the  foccceding  day,  the  Committee  came  to  the  determinacioTr,  u\ 
prefenceof  the  honousable  gentleman  (Mr>.  Smith).--^To  (ay  then^ 
that  the  Committee  had  no  right  to  refolve  fo,  waS'  abfurd  and 
wrong.  Were  they  to  be  precluded  from  ftadng  the  reafons  why 
they  withheld  the  lifts  i  This,  he  taidy  was  tiie  true  ftate  of  tto 
fubjedt  as  to  the  condudl  of  the  Committee.  The  honourable  gen^ 
dcman  had  reduced  the  whole  to  a  (hort  quaftion,  vix.  VViiefh(ff 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  juftiiicd  in  deciding  in  favouf 
of  Mr.  Boyd  i  To  this  he  would  give  a  (hort  anfwer :  ^^  Thar 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  doing  as  he  did,  \\k(i  aded 
like  a  naan  of  honour,  with  a  ftri6^  regard  to  julticc,  and  an  anxiodft 
delire  to  fulfil  former  engagements ;  and  with  a  determinatit^n,  if 
he  did  err,  to  err  on-the  right  (ide.  In-deoidifig  ib,  he  had  broken 
no  ftamte,  infringed  osl  no  rule  of  the  Houfe ;  for  the  Houfe,  howi 
ever  it  might  generally  approve,  had  ndver  made  any  law,  that^  ill 
making  loans,  competition  was  never  to  be  departed  from."  .  HU 
right  honourable  friend,  aiMl^  every  other  Chancellor  of  the  Exchc* 
quer,  had  coniidcred  themielves  feee  to  3t£i  diicrietionaUy  in  loans, 
4ibjed  no  doubt,  toth&i^fpet^ion  and  fan<^ion  of  the  JEloufc» 
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queftioil  then  ^tras.  Whether  beiog  fo  free  and  urifettercd  by  orders 
or  (bitutes,  under  circumftances  in  which  it  was  at  lead  a  doobc 
whetl>er  he  was  notpledgedy  he  was  not  right,  feeling  as  he   did, 
t(ia<5k  as  he  had  done  ?     In  the  affirmative  of  this,  he  was  fure 
there  were  few.  in  the  Houfe  Who  would  not  agree  with  him*  There 
was  one  circumftance  m6re  which  he  would  mendon — to  aU  other 
queftions,  anfwers  would  come  much  more  properly  from  his  r^H 
honourable  friend.     If  it  had  been  the  fccret  determination  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give  Mr.  Boyd  the  prefcrenccy  as 
had  been  alledged,  would  it  not  have  been  abfurd  ibr  him  to  pro- 
pofe  a  competition  fo  long  as  he  had  done  i     What  end  cotdd  it 
anfwer  but  to  excite  difcontent  atid  diflatisfai<Sion  i     Mr.  Steele  dc- 
(dared,  he  was  much  furprifed  to  hear  gentlemen  fay,  that  Mr. 
Boyd  was  precluded  from  any  right,  if  it  was  not  fpecifically  ex- 
prefled  in  writing,  or  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  not 
bound,  as  a  man  of  honour,  to  yield -tq  his  demand. «   If  he  had 
not  done  fo,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  grofs  a£t  of  inju£ttce  ; 
an  a6t  that  the  very  gentlemen,  who  now  impeach  him  for  the  oun- 
trary  conduct,  would  haveteprobated  with  all  the  vimlencc  of  invec- 
tive^    It  was  obvious,  he  faid^  from  the  whole  evidence,  that  Mr. 
^oigan  not  only  did  not  exped,  but  was  not  prepared  for  the  loan ; 
and  then,  with  the  malignant  hope  of  injuring  or  difgracing  his  right 
honourable  friend,  had  propofed  to  Mr.  Mellifli  to  leave   fealed 
propofals  behind  them  ;  but  Mr.  Melli(h  (corned  (uch.a  deteftable 
contrivance,  and  refufed  his  aflent.     Mr.  Steele  made  fume  ani- 
madveriions  on  the  condu£l  of  gentlemen  on ,  the  other  iide»  who 
affected  not  to  bring  any  charge,  but  left  it  to  others  to  draw  in- 
ferences of  crimination ;  and,  difclaiming  all  hoftile  intentionsi 
covertly  iniinuated  every  thing  that  was  inimical.  ^^  I  do  not  charge 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,"  faid  one  of  them  (Mr.  Sniithj 
<*  with  fo  clumfy  a  mode  of  corruption  ;  but  yet  there  is  a  ftrai^e 
coincid^ce  between  the  lid  of  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  and  the  lift 
of  the  perfons  who  met  at  Grocers'  Hall."     The  honourable  gen- 
tleman forgetting  all  the  while  that  fome.  perfons  in  the  loan  lift 
were  alfo  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  were  moft  aSive  in  the  Common 
Hall  againft  his  right  honourable  friend's  meafures. 

Mr.  Choncellor  PITT. — "  On  a  fubjedl  naturally  fo  intcrefiing 
to  my  perfonal  feelings,  as  well  as  fo  important  in  a  public  view,  I 
am  anxious  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  at  a  period  of  the  debate  when 
thdr  attention  is  as  little  as  poflible  exhauiled.  And  they  will.for* 
give  me  when  I  am  called  upon  to  meet  a  charge  of  fuch  magnitude 
and  ferious  import,  'and  which  has  been  fo  diligently  and  ably  pur- 
fued>  though  I  might  be  content  to  reft  my  defence  on  the  £i£is  which 
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have  been  brought  forward  by  my  honourable  friends,  if  even,  at 
the  hazard  of  repetition^  I  fliould  advert  to  the  points  which  pre& 
mod  clofely  upon  nny  own  immediate  feelings.  .  The  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Prands)  faid,  that  if  my  anfwer  to  one  point  was 
CtfisfaAory,  he  would  wididraw  his  fupport  fmm  the  chaige  againft 
me.  Though  in  the  courfe  of  what  I  have  to  fay  I  (hall  not  be 
inattentive  to  his  queftion,  it  cannot  be  expeded  tlut  \  fhould  nar- 
row'my  defence  to  that  point.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  from 
any  recent  declarations  which  have  been  made  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  exculpating  me  from  all  charge  of  perfonal  corruption, 
that  from  qny  equivocal  and  imperfeft  difclaimers,  retraced  by  art- 
ful fuggeftions  and  frelh  inilnuations,  I  (hould  have  forgotten  that 
it  was  broadly  ibted  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  iidc,  who  moved 
for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  that  there  was  ground  for  fufpicion 
that  the  diftribution  of  the  loan  had  been  employed  for  the  purpole 
of  corrupt  influence.  They  exempted  me,  indeed,  from  any 
charge  of  having  regulated  that  di(faibution,  from  any  view  of  for- 
did gain  to  myfelf ;  and  then  took  the  liberty  to  fay,  feeling  as  I 
did  on  the  fubjeA,  that  I  was  not  obliged  to  them  for  the  ex« 
ccption.  ^  If  they  formerly  aflerted,  ^  that  if  the  inquiry  was  goD& 
into,  and  fubflantiated,  the  refult  would  be,  to  eftablifh  the  afiual 
inerference  of  corrupt  influence.  If  fuch  declarations  were  raih  and 
unguarded,  if  they  were  dictated  by  the  intemperate  warmth  of  de- 
bate, or  puftied  beyond  all  bounds  of  jodifiable  difcretion,  and  if  they 
are  now  tetradlcd  as  unjuft  and  unfounded,  I  certainly  have  roit* 
fan  to  rejoice  in  the  progrefs  which  has  been  made  in  confequence 
of  the  diligent  and  fober  inveftigatbo  of  a  Committee  towards  "Ci 
deciiion  fo  much  more  grateful  to  my  chara£t6r  and  feelings.  Un-» 
doubtedly  there  is  no  charge  which  can  be  brought  againft  the  tranf- 
a£Kon  of  the  loan,  there  is  no  error  of  judgement,  there  is  no  want 
of  providence  which  I  (hould  not  feverely  rqgrct.  Sut,  at  the  fame 
time,  i  eannot  help  remarking  that  while  the  ground  on  which  the 
inquiry  was  originally  brought  forward,  ''  that  the  loan  had  been 
employed  as  the  means  of  corrupt  and  pernicious  influence,''  is  now 
profeflTed  to  be  abandoned ;  it  feems  to  be  but  half  retra6ted  by  the 
honourable  mover  of  the  Refolution,  and  to  be  fupplied  by  ambi- 
guous'hints,  and  fre(h  inlinuations.  After  avowing  that  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  Committee  ought  to  have  a(ked  for  no  lifts,  he 
difcovers  a  jhange  coincidence  between  the  names  in  the  lift  of  fub- 
fcribers,  and  the  names  of  a  certain  rcfpcdt^blc  body  of  merchants 
and  bankers,  aflembled  for  a  great  objedt  of  political  difcuflTion ;  a 
coincidence,  which  could  not  be  the  effedl  of  accident,  arid  which 
could  not  othcrwife  be  the  cflfeft  of  dcfign,  than  for  the  purpofe  of 
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biaffing  their  oplriioo^,  bj  «  Corrapt  ihfluende.     The  hoodcarafafe 
gemkiinait  (Mr.  Fionas)  bringt  no  fueh  chaigr  agunft  mc.      His 
mode  of  acquittal   is,  however^  nttfaer  lingular.*— He  In^putes  to 
me  no  motive  of  corrupt  influence  or  undue  parHal!t]r.     He  dcfiies 
sne  to  {sij  nothing  of  the  tranfadbn  reladve  Co  the  bills,  on  which 
however  fomc  part  of  the  Refdutions  is  founded,  and  which  has 
been  afcribed  to  the  motive  to  reward  the  lervi^es  of  an  individual 
by  the  facrifice  of  the  public  intered.     But  while  he  acquits  mc  of 
any  improper  views  of  public  influence,  or  private  partiality,   he  at 
the  fame  time  fays,  that  the  advantages  conferred  on  die  contradors 
by  the  terms  on  which  the  loan  has  been  fettled,,  are  fuch  as  mull 
iKive  had  fome  undue  motive,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  defires  mc 
to  fay  nothing  as  to  motives.     I  do  not  deny  diat  the  nature  of  a 
tranfa6tion  may  be  fuch,  as  to  aflbrd  gnxind  for  the  fufpicion  of  an 
undue  motive,  even  thou^  the  modve  itfelf  may  not  appear  on  the 
face  of  the  tranfadlion.      If  the  tranfedion,  however,*  be  pecuniary, 
thtre  are  only  three  motives  which  can  be  fuppofed  to  operate,  pcr- 
fonal  emolument,  private  partiality,  and  public  influence ;  and  if 
after  the  moA  accurate  inveftigation,  ftrong  evidence  be  brought  to 
pfovethat  none  of  thcfe  motives  can  be  traced  in  the  prcfcnt  tranf- 
adlicti, :  I  have  fome  right  to  take  to  myfelf  credit,  that  no  fuch 
motives  exii^ed.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  mo\'ed  the  Re- 
fblutions,  ilated,  th»t  the  Committee  had  decided  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  fufpicion  of  any  corrupt  interference  ;  and  thus,  fo 
far  as  their. judgement  wei^,  had  put  their  negative  on  that  ground, 
on  which  the  inquiry  had  originally  been  undertaken.     The  laft 
Speaker  on  the  other  fide  dated,  that  he  dtfliked  the  mode  in  which 
di3t  Committee  was  condituted.     It  might  have  been  fu{^pofcd  that 
a  Committee,  which  aflR>rdcd  to  every  man,  ^ho  was  actuated  by 
jcaloufy,  fufpicion,  by  public  zeal ;  or  if  fuch  a  motive  could  be 
fuppofed  to  infinuate  itfelf,  by  private  pique,  to  ftate  his  fenttments, 
and  to  difplay  his  vigilance,  was  of  all  others  the  lead  liable  to  oh- 
jefiion.     It  fcemed,  indeed,  probable,  in  the  firft  inftance,  that 
it  would  be  deprived  of  the  affillance  of  two  honourable  gentlemen 
(Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Grey)  whofe  abilities  and  diligence  none 
would  difpute.     Thefc  honourable  gentlemen  when  it  was  declared 
that  the  Committee  fhould  be  an  open  one,  and  that  all  who  at- 
tended fhould  have  voices,  had  deiired  their  names  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  fcemed  to  con(ider  themfelves  as  difgraced  by  being  put 
in  a  fituation  in  which  they  (hould  only  exercife  their  privilege  in 
common  with  every  member  of  that  Houfe.     I  am  happy,  however, 
to  find  that  thefe  gentlemen  revifcd  didr  firft  deciiion,  that  both 
aflfiftcd  in  die  Committee,  and  that  one  of  them  in  particular  di(- 
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tingui(hed  himfelf  by  hi&  adive  and  conAant  attendance.  It  is 
rather  Angular  that  the  dccifion  of  the  Committee  by  which  they 
negative  all  idea  of  corrupt  interference,  is  theon'y  one  which  the 
honourable  mover  conceives  to  be  already  fo  well  recognized,  that 
he  excludes  it  from  that  firing  of  Refolutions  which  he  has  prefent- 
cd  as  an  analyfis  of  the  whole  Report.  Another  honourable  gen- 
tleman ftates,  that  he  thinks  on  that  point  the  Cohimittee  have  no 
right  to  give  an  opinion.  But  why  is  that  opinion  expreffed  by  the 
Committee  ?  They  aflTign  it  as  a  reafon  for  not  having  given  a 
particular  detail  of  evidence,  which  by  the  refolution  of  that  Houfe 
they  were  required  to  give,  and  which  they  had  declmed  to  bring 
forward,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  inconvenient  to  individuals. 
If,  therefore,  there  was  any  objedlion  on  this  point,  it  ought  to 
have  been  ftated  before  the  Report  was  received,  in  order  that  it 
might  have  been  recommitted.  But  it  was  a  little  hard  that  gentle- 
men (hould  firft  receive  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  then  not 
admit  the  excufe  for  the  omiflion  of  that  part  of  the  evidence  which 
was  principally  exculpatory  of  the  pcrfon  whofe  pondudt  was  the  ob- 
jed.  of  cenfure. 

An  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  complains,  that  there 
was  a  want  of  notice  of  the  intention  to  come  to  fuch  a  refolution 
in  the  Committee.  But  notice  was  given  the  day  before,  and  I 
cannot  admit  that  there  was  fuch  want  of  attention  and  induftry  in 
thofc  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  who  took  a  principal  (hare  in 
the  inveftigation,  as  to  afFord  any  room  for  fuch  a  chaige.  I 
therefore  think  myfelf  entitled  to  aflume  the  benefit  of  that  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  not  with  thofe  qualifications,  equivocations, 
and  referves,  with  which  it  has  been  fettered  by  the  honourable 
mover  of  the  Refolutions,  but  as  a  clear,  full  and  decided  tefii- 
mony,  that  there  was  no  di(lribution  of  the.  loan  for  the  purpofe  of 
corrupt  influence.  As  to  the  other  charges  of  undue  partiality  to 
any  individual  for  fervices  fuppofed  to  be  performed  to  the  Govem- 
ment^  it  ftiortly  refolves  itfelf  into  the  queftion,  whether,  by  the 
mode  of  fettling  the  loan,  I  have  contrived  to  enrich  Mr.  Boyd, 
by  a  facrifice  of  the  public  intereil  ?  I  am  aware  it  has  been  faid 
that  no  fuch  charge  was  meant  to  be  conveyed  ;  but  why  fliould 
fuch  frequent  allufions  have  been  made  to  the  Hamburgh  bills, 
except  for  that  purpofe  ?  They  would  not  have  been  mentioned 
had  It  not  beert  with  a  view  to  give  countenance  to  fuch  a  fituation. 
I  (hall  not  now  fully  enter  into  the  nature  of  that  tranfa6Uon,  as  an 
opportunity  will  fo  foon  be  jMfcfentcd,  when  it  will  be  brought  for- 
ward as  an  chjcSt  of  feparate  inquiry  ;  I  will  only  fhortly  ftate  the 
fubftance.     In  every  loan  bill  Parliament  inferts  a  ptemium  for  the 
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proTTipt  payment  of  tlie  fum*  (ubfcribcd,  forcfecing  that  Gorcm- 
mcnt  may  pofflbly  have  occafion  for  the   money  before  the  inihl- 
ments  become  due  in  the  regular  courfe.     J^aft  year,  though  large 
fums  were  p-aid  up,  ftill  the  public  exigences  were  fuch  as  to  ren- 
der additional  fupplics  neccffary,and  the  terms  offered  were  not  futE- 
ciently  tempting  to  induce  individuals  to  come  forward  with  their 
money.     Under  thcfe  circumftances  Government  entered  into  i 
ncgociation  with  a  monied  houfe  to  advance  fuch  fums  as  we^c 
wanted  for  the  fcrvice.     At  that  time  Parliament  could  not  be  con- 
vened, and  in  order  to  give  effeft  to  the  ncgociation,  it  was  in- 
dfpeniibly  neccflary  that  it  (hould  be  accompanied  with  feme  dcpct 
of  fecrecy.     In  the  whole  tranfaflion,  however,  there  was  nothii^ 
queftionable  or  fufpicious,  nothing  unwarrantable  on  the  pan  d 
Government,  ot  which  gave  to  Mr.  Boyd  an  exclufive  ri^t,  far 
Icfs  a  difcretionary  power,  to  didlate  the  terms  of  a  future  loan.*   Se 
much  for  the  fubftance  of  the  tranfa£lion  ;  as  for  the  form,  it  ins 
only  the  form  of  the  fecurity.     It  was  only  an  engagement  on  the 
part  of  Government,  to  make  good  the  fums  advanced  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice.     Whether  it  was  executed  on  ftampt  or  common  paper, 
added  nothing  to  the  validity  of  the  fecurity.     The  particular  man- 
ner of  executing  It,  was  fuch  as  was  diftated  by  the  neceffary  re- 
gard to  fecrecy.     As  to  the  cafe  of  a  merchant,  in  whom  it  r** 
affirmed  fuch  a  tranfa£lion  would  be  highly  difcreditable  and  fu;- 
picious,  there  was  nothing  in  common  between  the  conduA  of  2 
merchant  in  the  management  of  his  private  affairs,  and  that  of  1 
Government  adding  from  the  preffure  of  public  exigencies.  It  inignt 
reaibnably  be  fufpe£led,  that  a  merchant  rcforted  to  fuch  a  mode 
of  tranfafling  bufinefs,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  his  capi- 
tal, and  to  fupport  a  fictitious  credit.      In  the  cafe  of  Govemmen!, 
the  fums  were  already  voted,  they  were  only  wanted  for  immediate 
fervice,  and  funds  were  provided  to  reimburfe  thofe,  who  advand 
them  as  foon  as  their  claims  became  due.     But  was  this  a  ferwo? 
of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  as  to  be  conceived  to  give  Mr* 
Boyd  fuch  ftrong  chims  upon  Government  ?     I  confefs  it  was  et- 
ccuted  with  the  fame  liberality  and  2cal  as  every  other  fcrvice,  which 
he  has  undertaken.     But  it  is  fuppofed  that  in  order  to  reward  Mr 
Boyd,  the  moft  likely  method  which  I  could  devife,  wasto  bcftov 
upon  him  a  loan  of  fuch  confiderable  extent^  in  which  he  only  is^ 
holder  -among  others.     Is  it  probable,  that  in  order  to  reward  hm 
individually,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  a  time  of  feverc 
preffure,  and  when  under  the  neccffity  of  making  fuch  large  de- 
mands from  the  Houfe,  (hould  add  8  or  j  c  per  cent!  to  the  pub& 
burdens  of  the  year*     With  rcfpeft  to  the  cvldchcc  l>efort  tfe 
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Committeey  it  is  a  principle  in  human  nature,  thativtrhcr^perfons 
give  evidence  in  a  cafe  which  involves  their  own  intereft  and  merits, 
their  judgement  will  imperceptibly  and  involuntarily  be  biaffed  to 
one  fide  of  the  queAion ;  and  all  fuch  evidence  requires  to  be  weighed 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  attention,  and  to  be  received  with  fome 
qualification.-rl  am  fure  I  fay  nothing  ofFenfivc  when  I  apply  this 
principle  equally  to  Mr.  Boyd  and  to  Mr.  Morgan.  How  far  the 
ihare  he  had  in  the  tranfa(5^ion  of  the  Hamburgh  bills  had  any 
influence  on  the  difpofition  of  the  loan,  appears  from  the  tedimony 
of  Mr.  Boyd.  He  declares  that  he  formed  no  claim  from  that  cir- 
cumftance,  jthat  he  had  not  the  fmallcft  expe(5^ation  of  any  prefe- 
rence, nor  did  he  conceive  that  fuch  an  idea  exifted.  And  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  tliat  his  evidence  is  confiftent  with  itfelf,  and  un- 
contradided  by  the  teftimony  of  others.  Tlie  evidence  of  Mr. 
Moiigan  (lands  in  a  very  different  predicament.  After  dating  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank  had  warned  him  of  fomething,  which  was 
likely  to  fecurc  to  Mr.  Boyd  a  preference  in  the  loan,  he  had,  ijpon 
being  quedioned  more  particularly,  affirmed,  that  he  had  not  men* 
tioned  what  that  fomething  was.  But  that  afterwards  he  faid,  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank  defcribed  the  tranfadion  of  the  Ham- 
burgh bills,  as  likely  tofecure  a  preference  to  Mr.  Boyd.  So  much 
for  Mr.  Morgan  contradiding  himfelf.  The  GoTcrndr  of  the 
Bank,  upon  being  examined,  exprefsly  dated,  that  he  had  not 
mentioned  a  fyllable  about  the  bills,  that  he  only  faid,  that  Mr. 
Boyd  had  a  claim  from  the  loan  pf  lad  year,  which  he  conceived 
him  to  be  too  fagacious  to  allow  to  efcape  him.  If  I  had  deter- 
mined to  avail  myfclf  of  any  opportunity  to  throw  the  loan,  at  all 
events,  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Boyd,  could  I  not  have  found  fome 
better  mode  of  atchieving  my  purpofe,  than  that  which  I  purfued  i 
Would  I  have  held  out  the  fydem  of  competition  ?  Would  I  have 
deliberately  annuunccd.my  intention  for  that  purpofe,  and  have  invit- 
ed competitors,  when  I  was  aware  that  the  refult  could  tend  only 
to  beget  animodty  and  difappointment  ?  Would  I  have  exprefled 
any  rcludance  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  fird  indance,  and 
yielded  to  them  only  upOn  the  conviction  that  they  were  well  founded  i 
If  nothing  was  got  by  the  intention  which  I  at  fird  announced  of  a 
free  competition,  but  increafing  difficulty,  and  accumulated  embar- 
radment,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  bargain  was  ultimately  fettled, 
is  not  this  internal  evidence  better  tlian  any  parole  proof  that  can  be 
adduced,  that  I  was  completely  fincerc  in  the  month  of  0(5lobeis 
when  I  fird  announced  that  intention,  and  that  I  had  formed  no  de« 
termination  to  benefit  Mr.  Boyd  at  any  rate,  by  giving  him  a  pre- 
ference ?     I  had  not  then,  faid  the  Clianccllor  of  tiie  Exdicquer, 
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examined  his  claim,  bccaufc  It  had  not  then  been  dated  to  tnc 
fo  diftinftly,  and  becaufe  it  had  not  been  brought  to  my  remem- 
brance by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank.  If,  then,  I  was  under  the 
influence  of  error,  it  was  hecaufe  I  carried  the  fyftem  of  competition 
ftrong  in  my  mind,  and  becaufe  looking  folely  to  that,  I  ncgleded 
in  the  firft  inft^ce  to  attend  ^o  the  claims  of  Mr.  Boyd.  As  to  the 
injury  which  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends  may  have  fuffered,  from 
having  prepared  their  money  in  order  to  bid,  that  furely  cannot  be 
fetioufly  infilled  op,  while  it  Is  rccoUefled  that  the  final  adjoftment 
of  every  loar)  is  matter  of  fo  rnuch  uncertainty,  and  connefled  with 
fp  many  collateral  cpnfiderations. 

No  communication  from  the  Bank,  as  to  competition,  evertoc^ 
place,  except  with  refpcdl  to*  Mr.  Boyd.     How  could  Mr.  Moi]g^n 
contend  that  he  had  fufiained  injury  from  having  prepared  his  pro- 
perty to  qualify  hlmfelf  to  be  a  bidder,  when  he  fialed,  that  till  the 
23d  of  November,  he  never  began  to  doubt  that  there  would  be 
no  competition  at  all?      It  has  been  proved,  that  as  to  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Boyd,    I  at  firft  teftified  ftrong  prejudices  and  great  reluctance, 
which  were  not  overcome  till  it  was  brought  forward  in  a  (hape  in 
which  it  was  no  longer  controvertible  ;  that  I  admitted  the  principle 
of  competition,  and  receded  from  it  only  when  fair  and  juft  grounds 
were  adduced  on  the  part. of  an  individual  to  warrant  a  deviation 
froin  the  general  fyftem.     Here  a  great  deal  of  minute  criticifm  has 
J>een  difplayed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  with  rcfped  to  Mr. 
Boyd's  letter.      I  was  then  in  the  lituation  of  a  Judge,  trying  a  caufe 
between  Mr.  Boyd  and  the  Public;   was  the  confideration  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  fcaufe  was  urged,  to  have  any  influence  on  my 
mind  in  the  decifion  on  the  juftice  of  his  claims  ?      I  now  ftand  here 
accufed.     It  has  been  faid,  that  I  was  bound  to  pay  no  attention 
to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Boyd  for  a  preference,  bccaufc  there  was  no 
exprefs  agreement,  no  fpecific  engagement  for  that  purpofc.      But 
might  there  not  be  fome  common  underflanding,  fome  implied  con- 
dition, fome  ftrong  and  clear  conftruflion,  equally  binding  to  the 
obfervance  of  the  claim  in  point  of  honour  and  juftice  ?     Hdd  there 
been  an  exprefs  agreement,  it  would  have  unqucftionably  been  pre- 
fent  to  my  recolledtion ;  but  this  was  no  reafon  why  an  explanaticm 
properly  undcrftood,  and  clearly  made  out,  (houl^  not  receive  its 
due  degree  of  attendon.      In  a  converfation  refpefting  a  loan,  a 
good  deal  of  difcufiTion  naturally  takes  place,  fome  particulars  of 
which  are  committed  to  memorandums,  and  others  fuftered  to  pafs 
ttior^  loofely.     In  the  loan  of  1795,  it  was  propofed  by  the  con- 
tradors'that  there  ftiould  be  no  payment  on  any  new  loan  till  Febru- 
ary of  the  fuccccding  year,  to  which  I  readily  aflentcd,  not  con- 
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ceiving  that  the  ciKigcncies  of  the  public  fcrvicc  tvould  require  any 
money  to  be  advanced  before  that  period.     Of  this  promife  I  was 
reminded  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  I  was  the 
more  confirmed  in  its  propriety,  as  I  found  that  no  new  loan  had 
taken  place  in  fuch  circumftances,  even  where  no  aflurance  pre- 
vioufly  had  been  given.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  no- 
ticed the  connexion  in  vhich  contradlors  flood  to  Government, 
diflindl  from  the  fcrip- holders,  and  which  gave  to  them  particular 
claims.     Coniraftors  had,  in  the  firft  indance,  to  treat  with  Mini- 
fters,  and  were  immediately  refponfiblc  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
term.     Government  neither  could  afcertain,  nor  bad  any  thing  to 
do  v,'ith  the  fcrip  holders  ;  they  had  no  claim— were  under  no  cn- 
gjp;emcnt ;  the  contractors  were.     As  to  that  part  of  the  refolutions 
wi.i'h  cenfured  the  terms  of  the  loan,  it  was  cafy  for  ingenious  men 
to  c^  -»nce>  or  confound  fafts  by  ftating  fonic  that  were  true,  and 
omurlpg  others  that  were  equally  true,  fo  to  make  their  reafoning 
upon  them  apply  to  the  particular  purpofe  for  which  they  were  thus 
drawn  up.      In  this  place  he  would  fay,  that  his  seated  objeflian^ 
tb  the  Tcfolutfons  were,  that  in  them  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
contrived  to  put  together  a  Colledion  of  truths,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  convey  all  the  malignity  and  venom  of  faifehood.    He  adverted 
to  the  term  open  and  fi-ee  competition,  from  which  he  was  faid  to 
have  departed,  and  remarked,  that  in  order  to  fecure  the  intereds 
of  the  Public,  and  prevent  the  manoeuvres  of  defigning  perfons, 
every  competition  mud,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  qualified— at  ieaft 
by  the  confideration  how  far  the  parties  were  competent  to  fulfil 
their  bargain.     He  never  meant  any  but  a  fyficm  of  qualified  com- 
petition ;  and  from  this  it  was  not  true,  as  dated  in  the  refolution, 
that  he  had  made  a  total  departure.     He  then  judified  the  propri- 
ety of  his  own  condu£t,  in  not  having  left  himfelf  at  the  mercy  of 
Boyd  and  Co.  but  when  the  qualified  competition  which  he  held 
^  out  was  declined  by  the  others,  in  having  taken  fuch  precautions 
as  dill  enabled  him  to  name  his  own  terms.     But  he  was  afked, 
why  did  he  not  fend  the  loan  back  again  into  the  city  1  What,  after 
it  had  been  rejeded  by  two  fets  of  gentlemen,  tmd  when  it  would 
come  in  the  kfs  inviting  ihape  of  qualified  competition  ?  When  the 
mod  favourable  terms  could  only  bring  forward  three  parties,  was  it 
probable  that  the  lefs  favourable  terms  would  produce  more? 
When  a  day  was  fixed  for  converfation  on  the  loan,  it  was  neceifary 
that  fome  interval  (hould  take  place,  that  the  patties  might  deli- 
berate on  the  terms ;  when  all  was  finally  arranged,  he  faw  no  good 
that  ooidd  poflibly  arife  firom  a  delay  of  forty-eight  hours,  a  period 
of  fufpenfe  and  uncertainty  of  which  advantage  might  be  taken  * 
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occaiion  fludhiarions  tathe  public  funds,  one  circumflanoe  fhat 
made  him  determined  not  to  let  the  contrador  leave  his  houfe  till 
the  baigain  was  clofed.  He  accounted  for  the  delay  vrhich  took 
plaee  between  the  time  the  bargain  was  made,  and  its  being  intj. 
mated  to  the  Houfe,  by  his  being  difiq)pointed  in  bringing  on  the 
budget,  as  he  firft  intended,  on  tho  2d  December.  It  was  well 
known  to  the  Houfe,  the  preflure  and  importance  of  the  public  bu- 
iinefs  which  then  was  in  daily  agitation,  and  totally  precluded  him 
from  making  the  neceflary  arrangements  for  the  bud^.  He  de- 
tended  the  manner  in  which  he  had  exercifed  his  difcretion  in  mak- 
ing the  terms ;  and  having  defcribed  the  (late  of  the  countiy,  thou^ 
by  no  means  ib  impoveriftied  and  eichaufted  as  oppoiition  would  re- 
prefent  it,  he  thought  credit  was  due  to  thofe  efforts  by  which  Go- 
vernment had  been  able  to  contra^  for  fo  large  a  loan  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  war,  upon  even  better  terms  than  had  been  gotten  in  for* 
mer  years ;  which  he  exemplified  by  a  comparUbn  of  this  with  the  laft 
year's  loan,  which  was  fandioned  by  Parliament  without  a  iinglc 
obje^Slion ;  and  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  decide  whether,  in 
the  prcfcnt  infhnce,  he  moft  dcfcrved  their  ccnfure  or  approbation. 
The  next  point  was  the  cffcSt  of  the  King's  meflage;  thofe  who 
knew  him  bed,  knew  that  it  was  not  in  his  mind  when  the  bargain 
was  made.  But  if  he  had  forefecn  it,  he  could  not  have  forefeen 
the  rife  that  took  place  in  the  (locks.  He  was  no  party  to  any  fuch 
fraud ;  but  to  whatever  caufe  that  temporary^rife  was  to  be  ^ifcribed, 
it  certainly  was  not  produced  by  the  meifage  only.  Whatever  ideas 
of  peace  or  negociation,  people  who  wi(hed  for  it  might  entertain, 
there  was  nothing  more  in  tiic  me(rage,  than  a  declaration  that  the 
time  was  arrived,  to  which  His  Majefty  had  alluded  in  l\is,Qpccch 
to  Parliament.  Anyone  who  carried  its  meaning  farther,  was  ci- 
ther too  fanguine  in  expe6l^tion,  or  intended  to  ndfe  hopes  which 
could  not  be  realized.  Befides  the  mcffage,  there  were  other  col- 
lateral caufcs  for  the  fudden  rife  of  the  (lock^-— the  unexpeded  vic- 
tories of  the  Audrians,  the  increaiing  di(lrc(res  of  the  enemy,  the 
fcrene  and  tranquil  appearapce  of  affairs  at  home,  compared  with 
that  cloudy  and  turbulent. afpedl  which  they  bore  during  the  period 
•when  the  terms  of  the  loan  were  originally  fettled  (the  difcuflion  of 
the  two  bills).  All  thefe  caufes,  coupled  with  the  intimation,  that 
peace  only  depended  on  the  difpciition  of  the  enemy,  combined  to 
five  that  fudden  and  extraordinary  rife  to  the  funds,  which  lingly 
they  would  have  failed  to  produce.  After  all,  the  extent  of  the 
benefit  to  the  contra<^or$,  and  of  the  loi^  to  the  Public,  had  been 
greatly  over-rated.  An  exaggerated  (latcment  of  figures  had  been 
*  -ought  forward  in  order  to  be  echoed  through  the  country.     It  had 


Pe».  3*.}  DEBATES.  183 

been  ftated,  diat  the  profit  upon  the  loan  amounted  to  1 2  per  cent. 
It  amounted  to  this  fum  only  for  four  days,  during  which,  flocks 
were  exceedingly  iluAuating  ;  fo  that  altogether  it  did  not  bear  this 
price  for  above  a  few  hours.  So  that  in  order  to  make  out  this  pro- 
fit, all  the  (hares  muft  have  been  dilpofed  of  within  thefe  few  hours', 
a  circumftance  which  would  have  brought  fuch  a  quantity  into  mar- 
ket, as  muft  have  occalioned  a  depreflion,  that  would  greatly  have 
overbalanced  the  temporary  rife.  All  the  profit  is  ftated  to  center  in 
the  individual  contradlors,  and  all  the  concurring  and  unforcfeen  - 
caufes,  which  operated  to  give  fo  fevourable  a  turn  to  the  terms  of 
the  loan,  to  have  been  the  rcfult  of  my  premeditation.  Under  thcfc 
circumftances,  I  am  faid  to  have  given  away  a  fum  of  two  millions 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  by  the  mode  of  negociacing 
the  prefent  loan.  With  this  aflertion  concludes  the  charge  agatnft 
me;  and  with  deftring  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  this  affertion,  1  con- 
clude my  defence ! 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  exclufive  of  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft 
now  before  the  Houfe,  he  muft,  from  the  evidence  before  him, 
vote  for  the  original  propofttion  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  agalnft 
the  amendment  which  had  been  propofed ;  for  that  amendment  al- 
ledged  for  a  fa6t  that  which  was  not  true,  and  among  the  reafons 
which  he  had  for  the  vote  which  he  fhould  giv^,  was  thfit  of  fome 
expreflions  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  propofed  the  amendment, 
and  alfo'thofe  of  the  Minifter  himfelf,  who  had  held  pretty  lofty  * 
language  upon  this  occafion.  He  had  faid  they  had  inferred  guilt 
where  there  was  no  evidence  of  it,  and  that  they  made  *infmuations 
which  they  half  retraced.  He  thought  he  knew  his  duty  too  well 
ever  to  make  any  infinuation  of  guilt,  where  there  was  no  fufpicion. 
It  was  wholly  againft  his  nature  to  make  that  fort  of  attack  on  any 
man,  to  pretend  to  fay  there  might  be  guilt,  when  he  thought 
there  was  none;  nor  fhould  he  ever  be  backward  in  fhting  it 
where  he  had  fufpicions.  But  with  regard  to  the  guilt,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  in  this  cafe,  he  would  ftate  it  to  the  Houfe,  as  wdl, 
as  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  nature  of  the  accufation.  The  Mi« 
ntfter  had  ftated  that  the  accufiition  originally  made  againft  him  upon 
this  fubjeft  was,  that  he  held  a  oegociation  in  the  concluding  of 
the  bargain  for  the  loan,  ^t  was  to  be  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  cor^ 
ruption,  and  that  it  might  be  made  ufe  of  to  influence  the  Menribers 
of  the  Houfe  to  vote  for  him.  '  This  was  incorred— -no  fuch  accu- 
fation was  ever  made  againfl  that  ri^t  honourable  gentleman.  The 
original  mover  of  the  refdutions  now  before  the  Houfe  had  newr 
imputed  that  to  the  Minifter.  He  always  had  acquitted  him  of  pcr- 
fonal  comipdon ;  and  for  Ais  he  (Mr.  fttt)  feid,  tfiat  ht  ^V 
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thank  him.   I  care  not,  faid  Mr.  Fox ;  I  claim  not  his  thanks,  nor 
(hall  I  ever  complain  that  I  do  not  receive  them.    But  I   accufed 
him  then,  and  I  accufe  him  now,  of  having  made  an  improvident 
baigain  for  the  Public.    Even  improvidence,  in  a  Minider  of  Fi- 
nance, Mr.  Fox  contended  to  be  no  fmall  crime ;   and  he  could 
not  help  faying  he  was  furprifcd  to  hear  that  fort  of  improvidence 
flated  as  a  mere  peccadillo.     What !   Improvidence  to  the  vaft  ex- 
tent of  this  loan  in  the  fubjed  of  finance,  by  a  Minifter  of  Finance, 
a  mere  peccadillo !  It  was  not  fo  to  be  called  ;  it  was  a  very  fcrious 
chax]ge  againft  a  Minifter  of  this  country  to  fay  that  he  had  in  a 
tranfadion  of  this  vaft  importance  made  an  improvident  bargain. 
The  bargain  was  not  improvident  merely,  but  it  was  made  under 
fuch  fufpicious  circumftances,  as  the  Houfe  ought  not  to   be  too 
ready  to  excufe ;  but  he  mud  proteft  againft  the  dodh-ine  that  no 
bad  motive  fhould  be  afllgned  to  the  Minifter,  if  it  could  not  be 
proved  what  diat  motive  was..     This  was  againft  the  comnnon  or- 
der of  things,  which  he  conceived  in  the  prefent  inftancc  entitled  him 
to  fay  that  the  motive,  be  it  what  it  may,  cannot  be  a  good  one 
where  the  efFedl  is  fo  bad,    and  the  circumftances  fo  fufpicious. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  itififtcd  that  he  was  totally  ex- 
culpated from  all  attempts  to  influence,  by  this  loan,  the  votes  of 
the  Members  of  the  Houfe ;  he  dared  to  fay  that  tliis  was  true,   for 
he  did  not  fee  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  politics  of  this  country,   that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  any  occafion  to  increafe  his  ma- 
jority in  that  Houfe,  and  therefore,  if  this  loan  was  made  a  fub- 
je£l  of  influence,  it  muft  be  influence  of  another  kind.     The  right 
honourable  gcndeman,  as  well  as  the  learned  gentleman  who  opened 
the  debate,  had  infifted  miich  that  the  merchants  in  the  city,   who 
were  fubfcribcrs  to  this  loan,  were  not  concerned  in  any  way  of  di- 
redl  influence ;  but  that  was  was  not  the  charge  which  he  made 
againil  the  Minifter.      If  there  was  any  fpccics  of  improvidence 
which  it  was  proper  in  the  Houfe  to  check  rather  than  another,  it 
was  that  fpecies  which  went,  not  to  affix  political  weaknefs  and  po- 
litical diigrace  on  the  character  of  the  Minifter,  but  which  tended 
to  procure  for  him,  from  great  and  powerful  men,  great  and  pow- 
erful fupport.     In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  loan  was  difFufed  aniong  a 
clafs  of  men,  from  whom  the  Minifter,  even  fuppofing  him  innocent 
of  any  corrupt  intention,  might  derive  much  more  folid  advantage 
than  from  a  few  votes  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The  firft  point 
in  th^  buftnefs  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  waJ 
the  mode  of  tranfa£ling  the  loan.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
.had  all  along  been  an  advocate  for  free  and  open  competition.     He 
^"^ed  leave  to  difmifs  all  cavil  upon  the  expreflion  ^*  free  and  open 
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conqicddoiii"  he  meant  it  in  tbe  fair  and  candid  fenfe.    But  faovr 
fiood  tne  matter  in  point  of  fa  A  with  regard  to  the  condud  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer?     In  17^3*  he  brought  before  the 
Houfe  a  bargain  fo  extravagant  and  waiteful  to  the  Public,  that  he 
attempted  to  defend  it  only  by  flating»  it  had  been  the  refult  of  a 
free  and  open  competition.     This  proved  how  much  merit  the  Mi- 
nifter  thought  there  was  in  Arec  and  open  competition,  fince  he  refted 
his  defence  in  a  cafe  fo  defperate  wholly  on  that  circumfiance.— *• 
Why  then, .  he  could  not  help  fufpeAing  the  fisurnefs  of  that  loan^ 
in  which  the  Minifter  abandoned  that  mode,  and  that  too  in  a  loon 
as  extenlive  and  extravagant  as  any  we  had  ever  heard  of.     This 
loan,  therefore,  was  as  extravagant  in  point  of  terms,  and  mote 
objcdlionable  in  point  of  manner,  than  die  loan  of  I793.>  and 
here  he  muft  make  an  obfervation,  that  the  right  honourable  ^qi- 
tlema^*s  exceptions  were  greater^  than  his  rules.     For  it  was  not 
true  that  he  had  in  fubftance  followed  the  principle  of  public  com- 
petition in  loans ;  particularly  if  we  looked  to  quantity  inftead  of 
number  of  loansi     The  laft  two  loans  were  not  made  by  compe* 
tidon,  and  in  point  of  quantity  they  nearly  equalled  all  die  others 
put  together — amounting  to  pretty  near  fifty  millions.  .  The  Mi«* 
nifter,  therefore,  had  abandoned  the  praiStice,  which  he  extolled 
in  theoiy,  of  public  competition ;  fifty  millions  bad  been  added  to 
the  capital  of  our  debt,  and  that  without  a  competition  in  the  bid-* 
ding  for  the  loans.     He  wanted  to  know  whether,  acqprding  to  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe,  he  was  not  called  upon  to  fay  diat  thb 
loan  was  an  improvident  bargain,  at  leaft  on  the  part  of  the  Pub* 
lie?  and  he  would  afk  the  Houfe  whether  fuch  a  man  (hould  pafs 
uncenfurcd,  merely  becaufe  it  could  not  be  proved  what  his  motives 
are  i     Here  Mn  Fox  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  evidence  as^ 
printed  in  the  Report,  and  to  comment  on  the  various  circumfhuices 
of  that  evidence,  by  which  he  inferred  that  a  preference  was  reall/ 
intended  by  the  Minifter  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Boyd  at  all  events.     It 
was  extremely  material  to  the  honour  of  his  chancer,  feirly  to  tell 
when  he  had  the  firft  notice  cf  Mr.  Boyd's  claims.     He  had  pieflbd 
him  often  for  an  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  and  never  had  obtained  any 
fpecific  reply.    On  this  point  he  thought  Mr.  Boyd's  evidence  incon* 
fiibent  with  the  right  honourable  gendeman's  declaration.    Mr.  Boyd 
faid  poiitively,  on  his  examination,  that  as  early  as  Odober  he 
preferred  lus  claim  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer,  and  that 
.the  Chancqllorof  the  Exchequer  being  convinccdof  its  juftice,  camr 
under  promife  to  give  him  the  preference.     He  was  willing  to  make 
every  allowance  for  omiflibns  amid  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  with 
which  tbe  attention  of  the  right  honourable  gentteman  muft  necef** 
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batf  be  diftraAedi  but  to  finrgct  faeh  ttk  impoitant  fcibjeft  as  tfns, 
I  adnritted  ndther  palliadon  nor  accafc.     Wis  it  nothing,  after 
hiving  come  under  a  poiitive  {womife  to  prefer  an  individual,  id 
pfe  notice  to  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  his  intention  to  hold 
out  propofats  of  public  competitioni  in  which  he  knew  at  the  time 
it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  peifevere,  and  which,  in  fad,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  obandon  i     Here  be  w*ouId  fay  fomething  upon 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Boyd.     If  the  claim  was  invalid,  it  would  only 
varjr  the  degree  of  guilt ;  and  if  tt  was  valid,  it  was  a  lingular  dr* 
(CumAance  that  it  (hould  have  been  entirely  forgotten.     It  certainly 
was  not  a  chim  founded  upon  a  dire£t  written  or  verbal  agreement : 
but  even  diougjb  the  claim  was  good,  it  was  not  fufficient  to  Aand 
between  htm  and  the  Public ;  and  though  gentlemen  were  eKtremely 
fond  «f  appealing  to  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  the  evidence  that  he 
gav^  before  Ac  ^Committee  went  diredtly  to  invalidate  his  daim. 
The  opinion  of  Mr.  Giles  was  fortified  by  fa6t  and  juftice.      For 
'fuppoiingi  which  he  really  believed  was  th^  cafe,  tbzt  it  wouM 
have  been  better  for  the  nation  to  have  given  die  contradlors  a  pe- 
cuniary compenfation.     If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  it 
the  country  were  bound  to  the  contra£lors,  they  were  bound  to  the 
centributorB ;  andiffuchacompeniationhadbeengrant^,  it  would 
have  been  but  fair  that  its  advantages  ibould  have  been  extended  to 
the  contributors,  as  well  as  to  the  contiadors.     Suppofing,  for  in- 
itance,  that  3  or  400,000!.  had  been  voted  to  Mr.  Boyd  andlus 
fiiends  for  die  lofs  they  fuftained,  the  Houie  would  certainly  have 
provided  that  the  compenfadon  (hould  extend  to  all  the  fubforibers 
at  well  as  to  the  contradlors ;  for  how  die  countiy  could  be  bound 
to  the  GontraStor  and  not  to  the  contributor,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  con- 
ceive.    It  was  faid  diat  thefe  come  under  fome  degree  of  ri/k.    But 
bow  feng  does  it  exjft  ?     Only  till  the  dqxrfit  is  made.     What  is 
the  nature  of  the  rifk  i  A  rilk  may  be  fo  much  that  it  may  be  nothing 
stall.     The  contrador  may  fometinies  be  obliged  to  hold  (crip  for 
a  confiderable  time ;  but  fo  is  the  contributor,  and  the  riik  on  his 
pait  was  only  le(s,  as  the  contrador  has  commonly  a  greater  (hare 
dan  the  contributor.    In  ji;iftice,  or  die  nature  of  things  then,  there 
was  certainly  nothing  to  authorize  die  claim.     There  has  been 
many  a  loan  baigained  for  in  this  country ;  but  there  have  not  been 
a  fufficient  number  of  inftances  to  coniHtute  a  cuftom  on  this  haad. 
Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid  upon  converfadon  which  took  place 
between  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Boyd,  in  1 794* 
It  feems  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  orderto  haften  the 
payment  of  die  loan,  faid,  that  the  fidlowing  Februaiy  would  be 
loo  tae  ftr  the  laft  infialment,  becaufe  it  ixn^t  be  necdTary  to  ne- 
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update  a  new  losui  befere  thBktinie.«-*This  txptdtion  ofthe  Cbm-. 
ccUor  of  the  Exchequer  was  reprefentcd  as  a  mnxai  recognizance  of 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Boyd.     But  it  was  not  neceflary  to  ^fcrbe  diii 
converlation  to  a  tendemeis  Sir  Mr.  Boyd's  right,  when  it  was 
much  m(5re  natural  to  fuppofe  it  proceeded  from  a  concern  fbr  ikt 
public  intereft.     This  cafual  exiH-effion,  however,  had  Aidi  an  efleU 
upon  the  raind  of  the  right  honoiirable  gentleman,  that  he  cannot 
efface  the  idea  of  Mr.  Boyd's  peremptory  rig^  to  (hut  die  market 
againft  new  loans,  till  the  laft  inflalmont  upon  the  pirecedmg  huk 
ihall  have  been  pdid.     To  all  tbrs  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
afked,  have  I  (hewn  an^  fymptoms  of  partiality  to'  Mr.  Br>yd  ?  On  tfafc 
contrary,  was  it  not  widi  the  greateft  reludance  that  I  delerted  my 
favourite  fyftem,  in  order  to  iatisfy  bis  claim  i     We  have  feen  re>- 
Iu6lance  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  often  \Ad  as  a  veil  under  itrhidi  we  con- 
ceal the  commiifion  of  ads  w)iich  we  ought  not  to  have  committed. 
"  With  what  fweet,  reluSant,  amorous  delay,"  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  took  leave  of  his  profeflfions  I  know  not.     Still,  however, 
he  maintained  that  he  kept  up  feme  degree  of  competition.     But  if 
he  was  aware  that  it  was  fuch  a  Competition  as  to  excite  obntemptf, 
Mr.  Fox  could  give  it  no  other  chara6^er  than  that  of  a  miferable 
expedient,   to  cover  his  determination ;  and  if  he  had  a  better 
opinion  of  it,  why  did  he  abandon  it  on  the  opinion  of  two  angiy 
men  ?— But  here  occurs  a  queftion  of  moment,  refpcding  the  time 
at  which  the  loan  was  made.     On  account  of  fopne  prcfling  bufineft 
in  the  Hou(e  of  Commons, .  he  could  not  bring  on  the  budget,  but 
yet  he  could  not  put  off  the  loan,  but  concluded  the  bai^in  twelve 
days  befofe  he  notified  it  to  Parliament ;  whereas  on  former  occa- 
lions,  it  ufcd  otnly  to  be  concluded  one,  two,  oc  three  days  before 
the  opening  of  the  budget.     From'  the  circumftances  of  the  loan,  he 
proceeded  to  fpealc  of  the  motives  which  aAoatcd  the  ncgociation. 
And  if  it  was  not  allowed  to  operate  as  an  in(\rument  of  corruption, 
it  certainly  had  fome  reference  to  a  tranfadion  which  took  place  in 
September^  in  which  Mr.  Boyd   raifed  1,500,0001.  to  Govern- 
ment, upon  Treafury  bills,  bearing  a  fictitious  date  at  Hamburgh. 
This  tcan(isi6Uon  Mr.  Fox  reprobated,  on  the  authority  of  the  Go* 
vemor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  as  extremely  difc!redi table  to  Go- 
vernment, and  as  difgraceful  to  thofe  who  fcf  it  on  foot.    When  he 
faw  the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  absindon  his  principles— ^when  he 
faw  him  abandon  them  at  the  fult  of  an  individual— and  when  he 
faw  him  abandon  them  in  favour  of  this  individual ;  after  being  en- 
gaged in  a  difcreditable  tranfadtioh  with  hipfiy  the  obfervation  could 
not  but  excite  fome  fufpicions,  and  it  would  require  flronger  de- 
,  fdiifive  rea^nii^  than  any  that  he  had  adduced  to  eflablifti  his  in- 
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sK)oence«     Buty  lays  he,  this  wis  only  a  necefltry  fupply,  wbich 
Mr.  Boyd  advanml  in  the  mod  liberal  ^nanner  for  the  fervice  of  the 
country)  in  a  time  of  dilfieulty>  when  her  refources  were  exhauftcd, 
aoid  when  it  would  have  been  exceedingly  inoonvenient  to  have  coa> 
opened  Parliani^nt.     This  reprefentation  ferved  only  to  etdiance  the 
^mMir  conferred  by  Mr.  Boyd,  and  to  eftabliih  the  relation   be- 
tween diat  tranfadion  and  the  negociation  of  the  prefent  loan  ;  for 
toTtlieve  the  Minifler  from  fuch  difRculties  as  thofe,  and  in  iphic^ 
be  had  involved  lumfelf  by  improvidence  or  extravagance^  was  an 
(bUigatkm  whidi  would  naturally  in  thefe  circumfiances  be  too  highly 
valued  to  be  eafily  foigotten.     He  might  have  negociatcd  a  fhcrt 
loanin  Sq;>tember»  which  would  have  operated  as  a  prefent  fupply 
till  after  the  holidays  ;  but  diis  CaM  not  have  been  expUdncxi  to 
France,  nor  would  it  have  given  that  power  half  the  idea  of  our 
financial  fuperiority  which  (he  muft  neceiTarily  have  formed  fiom 
fuch^a  hi^Iy-cieditable  tranfa£bn,  as  railing  money  by  means  of 
fifiitious  Hambuigh  bills !     Mr.  Fox  next  defended  Mr.  Morgan, 
in  perfevering  as  a  candidate  for  the  loan,  upon  the  principle  that 
he  was  exceedingly  dcfirous  of  getting,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  offer  mlore  favourable  terms  to  the  public  than  any  other  monicd 
.  man  would  give.     There  dill  remained  the  important  fubjcA  of 
the  meflfage ;  and  firft  of  all,  there  was  a  difpute  about  the'  £id, 
whether  or  not  all  the  rife  in  the  price  of  dock  was  occafioned  bf 
the  meflage.     The  right hcmourablcgentleman^ contended,  that  die 
news  of  the  Aufbrian  victories  had  a  con(iderabIe  (hare  in  promoting 
the  rife.     But  thefe  victories  were  pretty  generally  k'novi  n  before  the 
25th  of  November.     The  rapid  decay  of  the  French  finances  was 
ailigned  as  another  caufe  pf  this  political  phaenomenon*     But  he 
bqgged  to  know,  if  after  the  2  5  th  of  November,  the  French  finances 
had  decayed  fo  rapidly,  that  even  the  mod  fanguine  calculator 
found  his  calculations  far  Ihort  of  the  truth.     He  was  the  more  fur- 
prifed  at  hearing  this.language,  when  he  recollected  that  about  eight 
sn(Midis  ago  they  were  defcribedas  being  in  the  agonies  of  death,  in 
the  very  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  fuch  pretexts,  in  his  opinion  no  ac- 
cufer  could  fay  more  againd  him.  '  He  was  afked,  how  he  came  to 
calculate  upon  the  average  rife  of  docHy  and  of  courfe  the  average 
premium  on  the  loan  from  the  temporary  effecl  of  any  particular 
news  i     He  replied,  that  he  calculated  upon  the  price  cxf  flock, 
when  fubfcribers  made  their  firft  depofit,  at  which  period  the  001- 
x^uiti  afforded  a  clear  profit  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  ceht.*— He 
admitted,  for  argument's  fake,  that  the  meflage  might  be  the  na- 
^tral  efFed  of  the  Minider's  comment  on  the  King's .  fpecch  at  the 
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apcning  of  the  feflSon ;  but  who  did  not  know  Aat  a  (brmal  nie£* 
fage  from  the  thrpne  carried  much  greater  weight  with  it  dian  an 
occafional  fpeech  of  a  Minifter  in  Parliament  ?  The  fall  of  flock 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  becaufe  the  public  had  never  feen  die 
mcflTage  aded  upon,  and  therefore  it  was  but  natural  dut  the  funds 
fhould  fink  to  dieir  former  level.  Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the 
condud  ofthe  Commiflioners  appdnted  to  manage  the  funds  for  the 
liquidation  ofthe  national  debt^  in  buying  into  the  four,  infteadof 
the  three  per  cents,  and  concluded  with  diewing,  that  the  terms  of 
the  loan  were  much  more  extravagant,  not  than  the  country  had 
paid  at  fome  former  times,  but  in  comparifon  with  the  terms  which 
might  now  have  been  obtained,  by  free  and  open  competition; 
He  fat  down,  givii^  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach,  of  du^,  on  which  giound 
he  gave  his  aflent  to  the  original  refolutions. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  oppreiled  as  he  was  by  a  fevete 

cold,  he  (hoold  not  have  intruded  upon  the  patience  of  the  HcfOkf 

but  for  Tomething  which  was  faid  in  the  oourfe  of  the  debate  by 

the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment ; 

his  expreffions  were,  fo  pointedly  direded  to  him  that  he  could  not 

fit  totally  filent,  although  he  was  hardly  able  to  fpeak*     Tile 

honouraUe  gentleman  in  authoritative  phiafe  declared,  that  he  gave 

him  (Mr.  Sheridan),  an  opportunity  of  retrading  what  he  had  faid 

on  a  former  occafion.     He  was  always  ready  to  retradl  any  diing 

fpoken  wrongfully  or  unadvifedly ;  but  he  congratulated  hirotaif 

that  he  preferved  confiflency  in  his  declarations ;  he  was  not  in  die 

habit  of  rerradlinglike  gentlemen  oppolite  to  him ;  nor  did  he  find 

the  nccefTity  icr  fo  doing.     Some  gentlemen  had,  indeed,  retraced 

their  former  principles  and  opinions*    Whether  it  were  fiom  avarice 

or  ambition,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  thefe  gentlemen  were  in  tfie 

habit  of  (biking  a  balance  between  their  tntereft  and  their  prefef* 

fions ;  they  were  in  the  habit,  therefore,  of  accommodating  as  wdl 

as  retracing.     It  was  from  a  fjpeech  of  his,  the  printed  copy  of 

which  he  faw  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  at  the  other  fide,  that  all 

the  clamdor  had  arifen  of  afperfions  caft  on  the  purity  and  integrity 

of  the  Minifter.     He  had  certainly  intimated,  that  fome  rouleatu 

of  this  immenfe  profit  had  found  their  way  into  that  Houfe.     The 

h&  was  certain.     It  had  been  admitted  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  who 

had  obligingly  corrected  him  as  to  the  amount  of  his  fhare.     He 

had  erroneoufly  ftatcd  it  at  two  millions*     It  was  by  ^he  recdver's 

declaration,  2,8oo,oool.     There  was  no  pcflibili^  of  doubt,  but 

that  fome  of  this  oil  of  influence  had  been  fent  to  greafe  that  fqueak* 

ing  wh«el  in  the  city,  called  the  mercantile  interoft !    Evdry  method 
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tmd  been  taken,  to  draw' the  attention  of  the  Houie  in  tfm  iBfluag 
from  the  main  qoeffion.     No  corruption  had  been  faggcAod  by  Mr. 
Smith.     The  right  hoiioiind)le  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
come  with  a  boaft  of  honooraUe  acquittal  by  the  Committee,  and 
had  fsttd  that  gentlemen  at  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  atlemied  it ; — it 
was  true,  they  had  fo.     His  honoorabte  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  and 
himTdf,  had  gone  there ;  for  his  part  he  never  went  after  the  firft 
day,  nor  did  the  Report  contain  his  fentiments.     'Flic  gendemcn 
at  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  wanted  a  Comnitttee  of  the  whole  Hdofe, 
in  order  that  die  witnefles  might  be  examined  before  the  world,  or 
dfca  Seled  Coitinuttee,  oompofed  of  equal  numbers  from  each  fide 
of  the  Houle.     Either  of  thefe  would  have  been  a  fa^r  mode  of 
pfocee^ngy  and  have  ihuum  adlfpofition  to  impartial  inveftigation ; 
but  in  the  Committee  whi<^.  pondered  on  that  mi^ty  loan,  tfaeop- 
pofition  had  not  the  hoanurs  of  the  fitting  as  adive  dtizena.     A 
'  Consmittee  was  appointed,  in  which  the  aecufed  parties  became  the 
jod^es  of  their  principaU     The  Firfi  Lord  of  the  Treafurj  was 
Wied  by  his  Secretary,  andthe  Chancdkar  oftheExdiequer  by  half 
ap^rmafler !    He  was  in  a  worfe  flateeven  than  an  acquitted  fdon. 
He  was  txied  by  a  band  of  placemen,  and  had  been  acquitred  only 
by  his  accomplices  I     The  r^ht  honourable  gentleman  in  granting 
fte  Committee,  feemod  to  be  wounded  in  pride  and  fpirit.     The 
attempt  to  ii^tute  an  inquiry  was  a  tax  upon  his  purity ;  fufpt- 
eon  toudied  ium  in  die  pinching  part,  and  he.reluAantly  connplied 
If  the  rl^t  honourable  gentleman  would  recoiled,  dut  in  the  year 
1783,  ho  wanted  an  inquiry  into  the  circumftances  of  the  loan 
■aade  by  Loid  John  Cavendiih,  for  winding  up  the  expences  of  the 
American  war,  delicacy  would  not  perhaps  be  fo  much  oflbnded  ti 
Ae  inquiry  now  made ;  particularly,  if  he  confidered  how  much 
worfe  die  prefeot  loan  was  for  Ac  public,  in  its  terms,  and  in  the 
manner  of  its  negoeiarion*     The  circumftanoe  of  the  Hamburgh 
UUs  was  degrading  to  the  dignity  of  a  great  nadon  ;  it  proved  that 
the  Go^wrnment  was  reduced  to  their  laft  fhift ;  it  was  a  matter  of 
de^icable  accommodation)  which. (brunk  from  (he  light.  Thebilh 
were  illegal,  they  were  intrinfically  worth  nothing*  for  they  wen: 
drawn  by  nobody ;  and  conftituted  a  bankruptcy  againfi  tlie  Govern- 
aaent  wiiich  iifued  them.     How  firange  that  the  right  honourable 
'gemlcman  ihould  fupport  his  domineering  pretenfions  in  die  war 
flj^inft  France,  by  arguments  drawn  ftom  the  ruin  of  the  etiemy's 
•fmanees^  they  being,  as  he  exprefied  it,  in  the  gulf  of  national 
bankruptcy,  when  he  himfelf  was  caught  and  wheeling  in  its  vor- 
tex.    Mr.  Sheridan  condudod  by  declaring,  that  he  would  vote 
^  *  the  Rcfolutioa^:  of  his  honourable  friend. 
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The  SPEAKER  having  fiated  die  fiirft  Rdbdlioii  iMral  lif 
Mr.  Smith,  the  Houfe  divided  on.  Mr.  Douglas's  amendment  tok. 

For  it     •  *  -     171 
Agauiftit      •       23 
X  Majority     -     — ri48 

All  the  other  Refohitions  of  Mf.  Smith  virere  negatived  by  die 
previous  queftion,  without  a  divifion. 

UST  OF  THE  MINORITY^ 

On  Mr.  Smith's  motions  refpeAiog  the  Loan* 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Lechmere,  £dward|  Eiq. 

Barclay,  George,  Efq.  M'Leod,  General 

Burch,  J.  R.  Efq.  I  Mihicr,  Sir  William 

Coaitenayi  John,  Efq.  North,  Dudley,  £(q. 
Crefpigoy,  T.  C»                      v        Robinfon,  Marcus 

Fietcher,  S^r  H.  Ruilell,  Lord  William 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Ruffcll,  Lord  John 

Francis,  Philip,  Efq.  Sheridan,  R.  B.  £fq. 

Grey,  Charles,  £fq.  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Howard,  Henry,  £(^.  Scun,  Charles 

Hufley,  WiUiam>  Efq,  Tarleton,  Genml 
Jeryoiic,  J.  C. 

nLLias. 

Smith,  WUfom,  Efq.  Jekyll,  Jofeph,  Efq* 

Mmtky^  %^th  February. 

Sir  GEORGE  SHUKBURGH  EVELYN  moved  for  leave 
to  prefent  a  petition  from  the  adminiftrators  and  executors  of  the  late  , 
Dr.  John  Hunter,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  petition  for  the  Houfe  tQ 
determine  whether  it  would  purchafe  the  mufeum  of  the  late  Dr. 
John  Hunter  ?  that  in  cafe  it  (hould  decline  to  do  fo  it  Aught  other- 
wife  be  fpcedily  difpofed  of. 

Mr.  CURWEN  objeded  to  bringing  up  this  petition,  becaufe 
he  could  not  fufier  any  ihcrcafc  of  the  public  burdens,  however 
trivial,  at  a  time  when  the  greater  part  of  the  community,  as  well 
as  many  perfons  of  fmall  fortunes,  were  fcarcdy  able  to  fupport  the 
taxes  impofed  upon  them,  and  heightened  by  an  opprefiive  and  oi- 
lamitous  war.  Another  reafon  for  his  objeAion  was,  that  this 
mufeum  was  not  open  for  public  infpedlion^  and  oonfequently  oiig^ 
not  to  be  made  a  general  charge. 

Mr-  ISAAC  HAWKINS  BROWNE obferved,  that  as  it  was 
not  intended  to  make  the  puxchafe  of  this  mpfeum  a  burden  this 
ieffion,  whatever  the  detcnnination  of  the  Cominittee  might  be  to 
whom  the  petition  (hould  be  referred,  and  as  it  was  optional  in  the 
next,  he  did  not  perceive  any  dear  ground  for  objcftion.     The 
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kte  Dr.  Jdm  Huitter,  with  gr^t  icinidfic  imowledlg^  unoeifing 
perTevennce,  and  an  expence  of  2o»oooh  at  leaft,  had  made  an 
ufeful  and  curious  colleen,  which,  by  his  will,  he  wi(hcd  to  be 
preferved  unimpaired,  and  accordingly  Tequcfted\that  a  propc&l 
ihould  firft  be  made  to  the  Government  of  this  countiy  to  purdoJe 
it,  af  fuch  a  price  as  (hould  appear  reafonable  to  both  parties  ;  and 
if  this  propofal  was  refiifed,  an  ofier  was  then  to  be  made  to  anf 
foreign  Government^  and  afterwards  to  any  private  individual. 
He  had  himfelf  often  fccn  the  .colle<^iQn,  as  he  doubted  not  many 
other  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe,  of  more  fcience  than  himielf,  had 
done,  and  fo  far  as  he  was  able  to  give  his  opinion  upon'  it,  he 
pronounced  it  an  obje£l  of  national  ornament,  and  of  grqatnational 
utility,  wnether  he  confid^red  it  in  a  fyftematic,  general,  or  p^ti- 
cular  point  of  view.  The  whole  purport  of  the  prefent  petition  was 
for  a  Committee  to  inquire  whether  this  coUedion  ihould  be  fufiercd 
to  go  out  of  the  ktf^om  or  not  r  And  it  did  not  at  prefect  ex- 
tend fo  far  as  to  folicit  the  adhial  purchafe.  But  the  honourabk 
gentleman  oppolite  had  ftated  that  it  was  not  open  to  public  infpec- 
tion.  Of  this  he  was  not  able  to  fpeak  at  prefent ;  but  he  knew 
tiiat  in  die  late  Dr.  Hunter's  time  it  was  always  open  to  puUic  in- 
fpeAion,  and  he  believed  that  iince  his  death  it  had  always  been 
made  u(e  of  for  public  le^res.  He  underftood  that  means  had 
been  pointed  out  for  its  purchafe,  which  would  be  extremely  bene- 
ficial, and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  period  was  not  yet  arrived, 
when,  becaufe  we  may  be  compelled  to  ceafe  to  be  **  generous,** 
we  muft  alfo  ceafe  to  be  ^*  juil."  The  Houfe  would  be  able  to 
judge  better  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  he  therefore 
wilhed  no  farther  objection  at  prefent  to  be  made.  ^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG,  as  a  friend  to  literature  and^cncc, 
wifhed  the  petition  to  be  brought  up.  He  thought  thfi  Houfe  could 
not  with  propriety  Te}c&  the  petition  of  the  executors  and  adminif- 
trators  of  die  late  Surgeon-General  of  the  army,  rfpecially  upon  a 
fubjed  which,  after  the  labour  and  experience  of  his  life,  was 
proved  to  have  tended  fo  beneficially  to  i;elieve  the  fubje^  of  this 
realm.  The  queftion  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  now  to  decide 
was,  whether  this  mufeum  (hould  l>e  difpofed  of  to  our  own  or  to  a 
foreign  country  i  That  in  cafe  the  former  pnipofition  was  made, 
there  might  be  fome  grounds  for  the  executors  at  a  future  date  to 
lay  in  a  claim.  .  This  deciiicin  muft  depend  upon  the  examination 
of  evidence  from  the  firft  medical  and  chirur^cal  charadlers,  and 
tfiat  fomo  progrefs  might  be  made  towards  that  examinadoo,  which 
would  fully  afcertain  the  utility  of  rcfervipg  this  colIedioQy  he  hopoi 
the  petition  would  be  accepted. 
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Mr.  FRANCIS  withed  to  know  if  anf  price  was  (itfii,  and  if 
not,  how  it  could  be  eftimated  ? 

Mr.  HUSSEY  did  not  controvert  the  utility  of  this  coIle£lion ; 
but  obje£l6d  upon  the  fame  principles  as  his  honourable  friend  (Mn 
Curwen.)  He  underflood  from  the  bft  gentleman  that  fpoke  but 
one,  that  the  obje6^  of  the  petition  was  not  to  purchafe  th^  mufeum 
in  the  prefent  feffion,  but  merely  to  lay  the  ground  for. a  future 
claim.  That  was,  as  he  underftood  it,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  thereby 
pledge  itfelf  to  the  purchafe  ;  but  as  nothing  farther  was  intended 
to  be  done  this  feflion,  he  faw  no  reafoh  why  the  whole  Ihould  not 
be  put  off  to  the  next. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  thatif  thcqueftion  had  the  leaftre- 
femblance  of  jobbing,  he  would  vote  againft  it,  but  it  ^  was  well^ 
known  that  the  late  Dr.  J.  Hunter  was  diftinguifhed  all  over  the 
world  for  his  y^ft  refearches  and  great  profcflional  fkill,  and  that 
he  had  expended  a  large  fortune  for  die  improvement  of  his  fcicnti* 
fie  parfuits  to  the  honour  of  the  nation,  though  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  diiadvantage  of  his  family.  Now  he  never  had  met  with  any 
thing  more  unexceptionable  than  the  prayer  of  the  prefent  petition, 
which  was  merely  to  enfure  the  expedations  of  a  familyi  at  prefent, 
perhaps,  fubjedted  to  fome  temporary  inconvenience  from  the  libe* 
rality  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  Hunter,  and  the  indecifive  (ituation  of 
their  property.  The  mufeum  was  not  only  remarkable  for  every 
thing  curious,  but  every  thing  fcientific  and  ferviceable  to  mankind; 
and  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  only  the  guardian  of  the 
public,  but  the  rewarder  of  private  merit,  he  thought  the  petition 
ought  not  to  be  rejeflcd. 

The  petition  was  brought  up  and  read.-^It  (hted,  that  as  the 
executors  were  not'  apprifed  of  the  notice  which  the  Houfe  had 
given,  not  to  receive  private  petitions  after  a  certain  day,  in  time 
to  prepare  the  petition  for  a  Committee,  to  examine  the  utility  of 
the  late  Dr.  John  Hunter's  mufeum,  they  petitioned  the  Houfe  to 
indulge  them,  by  giving  leave  for  diat  petition  now  to  be  brought 
in.  ^ 

Leave  was  given,  and  the  petition  was  brought  in  and  read, 
when  upon  the  quefiion  being  put  for  referring  it  to  a  Committee, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wtftied  to  know  why  it  could  not  be  delayed  dll 
next  feflion  ? 

Sir  WitlblAM  YOUNG  informed  him  that  the  natuft  of 
this  petition  differed  from  a  petition  for  an  inclofure  bill,  inafmuch 
as  it  required  the  flow  and  deliberate  examination  of  profeiTional 
individuals  to  decide  upon  particular  parts  of  the  mufeum,  while  it 
required  the  opinion  of  fcientific  men  in  general  to  decide  upon  die 

Vol.  XLV  a  C 
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rational  utility  o£  the  whole.  He  tiurefore  hoped  that  the  po 
nuiury,  or  ground  work  of  the  proceedings,  which  was  the  forr 
tion  of  a  Committee,  upon  whofe  report  the  Houfe  would  afi 
wards  be  left  at  liberty  to  purchafe  it  or  not,  would  not  be  delayc 
Mr.  CURWEN  faid  that  nothing  which  he  had  heard  coutd  c 
Tince  him  of  the  neccRlty  of  urging  the  meafurc  at  this  period. 
it  was  to  be  purchafcd,  however,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  open  to  the 
fpe^tion  of  all  perfons,  and  at  all  times ;  and  he  alfo  wiflied  to  h 
the  whole  amount  of  the  purchafe  immediately  brought  forwa 
with  the  other  public  accounts,  that  every  thing  may  be  provi 
for  at  once,  and  that  the  people  might  have  fomc  general  idea 
their  condition  before  we  proceeded  farther  in  the  calamitous  ^ 
in  which  we  have  been  fu  long  and  unfortunately  engaged.  . 
The  petition  wis  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  rofe  to  make  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  gi 
ttotlce  on  a  former  evening.  If  ever  there  was  a  period  which, 
a  more  particular  manner,  demanded  a  Drcxig  conflitutional  jealc 
over  the  meafures  of  Government,  it  was  the  period  at  which 
had  now,  the  honour  to  addrefs  the  Houfe.  It  was  a  period 
with  calamity  and  ditirefj,  a  period  when  their  condituents, 
prelFed  by  every  fpccies  of  extravagance,  were  groaning  under  al 
(^  infupportablc  burdens,  the  prefTure  of  which  was  aggravated 
the  horror  of  an  impending  famine.— The  enomwus  and  un 
ampted  profuflon  which  had  been  manifefled  in  the  conduct  of 
war,  he  was  happy  to  hear,  was  about  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  H< 
on  a  future  day.  But  it  was  their  duty  to  inquire,  not  only  i 
the  extent,  but  the  mode  of  the  expenditure ;  to  the  mannei 
which  the  titoney  was  raifed,  as  well  as  to  the  ufes  to  which 
(iims  were  applied.  With  this  view  he  fubmitted  the  moti 
which  he  had  now  the  honour  to  make,  to  the  impartial  confide 
tion  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  founded  upon  part  of  the  Reportof 
Committee  upon  the  n^ociation  nf  the  loan,  and  it  implict 
charge  ?gainll  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nolefs  than  i 
of  afiing  in  a  fraudulent  and  difhonourable  manner  in  his  pu 
capacity  ;  of  having  brought  the  acceptance  of  His  MajcCly's  Xi 
fury  into  difgrace,  and  of  having  laid  the  foundation  for  fiii 
frauds  and  collufion  in  the  public  money  tranf^dions  of  Govt 
tnent.  The  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
defended  the  circumftancea  of  the  tranfadlion,  did  not  tcRcA  m 
credit  uppn  the  (hare  be  had  in  the  n^ociation.  Whenever 
had  been  attacked  upon  the  fcore,  an  intcmpeiate  warmth  had  : 
mated  his  replies :  and  he  had  been  too  long  a  witnefs  of  his  pu 
■9>ndu£t,  not  to  have  obferved,  that  in  prc^Kiition  as  bis  cauft 


Feb.  29.3  •     DEBATES.  195 

weak,  his  language  was  ftrong  ;  and  that  veliemence  of  manner 
had  conftantly  accompanied  his  political  malverfations.     If  how- 
ever, hcfiad  not  pofitive  proofs  of  delinquency,  he  would  not  have 
advanced  the  charge.  .  It  was  not  the  obje6t  of  inquiry,  how  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  liberally  furnifhed  as  he  was  for  carry- 
ing on  the  fervices  of  tlie  year,  had  launched  forth  on  fueh  an  un- 
bounded fcale  of  extravagance  as  to  need  farther  fuplies  by  tRe 
month  of  September,  and  to  be  fo  much  prciled  as  to  be  under  the 
ncccfltty  of  having  recourfe  to  anticipation.     Nor  was  it  the  quef- 
tion  of  prcfcnt  difcuflion  how  he  cime  to  be  on  fuch  terms  with  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  not  to  be  able  to  raife  from  it  the  fupplies 
which  he  waited.     From  whatever  reafon  he  applied  for  relief  to 
Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  Boyd  confentcd  to  grant  the  relief  required ;  in  his 
)wn  words,  "  in  the  leaft  uncommon  mode."     Secrecy  was  deemed 
icceffary  to  cover  the  tranfa^lion,  with  a  view  to  (lamp  it  through- 
out with  the  badge  of  fraud.     "  The  tranfaftion,"  faid  Mr.  Boyd, 
'*  was  as  regular  as  the  circnmftances  of  the  cafe,  and  all  the  views, 
vould  admit."     The  language  was  general  and  vague ;  borrowed, 
10  doubt  from  exifting  circumftances,  of  which  they  had  heard  fo 
)ften  in  debate  on  other  fubjeds.     Mr.  Boyd  faid,  that  though  ho 
)bligcd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  doing  what  the  Bank 
)f  England  would  not  do,  he  had  no  expectation  of  recelvii^g 
iny  favour  in  his  turn  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer* 
This,   however,  happened  not  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Giles, 
he  Governor  of  the  Bank,  or  Meffrs.  Morgan   and  Mellifti ; 
3r  they  all   agreed  in  entertaining  a  fufpicion,  that  Mr.  Boyd, 
rem  this  tranfaftion,  would  be  preferred   in  the  negpciation  of 
he  late  loan,  fo  far  even  as  to  exclude  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  on 
lir  and  reafonable  terms,  frorti  the  other  competitors.     They  were 
Ifo  unanimous  in  opinion,  that  the  tranfa£Uon  itfelf  would  have 
een  highly  difcreditable  to  any  mercantile  Houfe.     To  this  it  was 
nfwered,  that  Government  is  not  in  the  fituation  of  a  private 
rader.      If  he  underAood  any  thing  of  the  qualities  which  ought  to 
onftitutc  the  charafler  of  a  Government,    they  were  neatneOi, 
dclity,  and  honour  ;  and  if  any  of  thefe  qualities  appeared  in  the 
refent  tranfadion^  he  had  loft  all  difcernment  between  right  and 
^rong.     Another  feature  was,  that  the  bills  were  unibunped.    He 
eiieved  that  it  would  be  admitted  that  there  was  no  tranfaCtion 
^hich  might  not  be  vitiated  by  fraud.    What  then  woiiM  have  been 
le  fate  of  thefe  bills  had  they  been  fued  in  a  court  of  law,  againft 
le  drawer,  the  indorfer  or  the  acceptor  ?•— The  bills  would  have 
een  found  invalid,  and  the  plantiff  would  have  been  nonfaited. 
n  addition  to  tlus,  when  the  bills  came  lo  be  n^gociated,  if  it  wi* 
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here  thef  were  drawn  i  not  at  Hamburgh,  but  in  Lond 
hey  were  to  be  paid  ;  not  into  the  B^k  of  England, 
Paymaner  General  of  His  Majefly's  forces,  at  tbc  orde 
ds  Commiflloners  of  the  Treafjry.  Mr.  Jckyll  here 
at  the  aft  of  the  2  3d  of  His  prcfcnt  Majefty  might  be  i 
,  An  afl  for  the  better  regulating  the  office  of  the  Paynu 
I  of  the  forces,  which,  to  prevent  all  embezzlement  of 
noney,  provides  that  all  fums  drawn  by  him  (hall  be  if 
Sank.     Whereas  the  firft  oftheprefent  bills,  dire<aiy  . 

that  ai£t,  was  paid  by  the  drawer,  without  the  itnmcf 
f  the  Bank,  dircflly  into  the  hands  of  the  Paymafter-G 
tie  forces.  Thcufual  courfe  of  the  Bank  would  have  I 
mitous ;  belides  that,  the  right  honourable  gentlcinan, 
into  which  it  was  nccdlefs  to  inquire,  wjs  not  in  the 
r  with  the  Bank,  nor  the  Bank  with,  him.  What  bee 
noney  alfo,  he  did  not  know  :  perhaps  it  went  to  equip 
ion  to  Ifle  Dieu  or  Qiiiberon,  or  perhaps  to  fomc  embcl! 
in  Holyrood-houfc.  When  he  faid  this,  he  did  not  fe 
oncerted  at  tlic  grimace  which  fomc  gentlemen  c^poGii 
'limed:  he  had  fat  long  enough  oppulice  to  thefe  gcntlcmc 
Bcicntly  acquainted  with  the  cfFeft  of  pantomime  1 
He  trufted,  however,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle 
not  affect  to  treat  with  contempt  or  levity  the  charge  wl 
'  preferred  againft  him  in  his  official  capacity.  He  chai 
ith  having  Impofed  upon  every  t>arty  in  the  nt^ociaiion, 
iving  countenanced  a  crime  li(tle  Icfs  than  fargery.  A 
ed,  however,  not  be  a  common  trader,  he  perhaps,  m 
I  privilege  from  common  delinquency.  He  begged  thai 
conlider  for  a  moment  the  ruinous  cfFefl  which  the  tran 
IS  calculated  to  pniduce  u^non  the  market,  and  upon  the  «; 
as  well  as  interells,  of  thofe  who  were  the  iona  Jide  hd' 

bills.  Sufpicions  could  not  fail  to  be  Ixnrmed,  not  1 
ible  to  the  character  of  Government,  nor  very  fevoun 

chara^crs  of  thofe,  who  prima  facte,  appeared  to 
in  the  tranfa£lion,  and  he  Would  add,  not  very  &vouc 
:rcd!t  of  Government  in  future  negociations,  and  to  I 
From  the  Treafury  in  a  regular  mode.  Might  not  the  ri 
able  gcndeman,  under  the  prelTure  of  (imilar  difficulties 
to  have  recourie  to  limilar  expedients,  and  when  the  Bi 
land  denies  her  aid,  again  to  apply  to  Mr.^t^d  for  reli 
cccpt  Parliament  flamp  the  tranfaclion  with  Ibine  ftnmg  m 
iprobation,  they  run  the  rifk  of  feeing  the  fame  fyflem 
in,  treachery,  and  fraud  annually  repeated.     It  was  argi 

that  there  could  be  no  fraud  in  this,  bccauls  thete  « 
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affets  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  demands.  But  be  ¥^ould  a(k,  sf  this 
was  the  cafe  between  the  laft  payment  of  the  old,  and  the  firft  pay* 
ment  on  the  new  loan  ?  And  he  appealed  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treafury » whether  fome  of  their  bills  which  wert  payable  in  January, 
did  not  run  on  till  February.  As  it  turned  out»  however^  Mr. 
Boydy  by  having  the  loan>  had  the  means  of  paying  himfelf.  On  a 
former  night,  they^had  been  reprefented  as  equivalent  to  a  promiiTory 
note,  or  Treafury  warrant.  There  was  one  defed/  however,  in  this 
iimile,  that  it  wanted  all  iimilitude ;  for,  except  Treafury  warrants  were 
always  fiditious,  they  bore  no  refemblance  to  the  bills  in  quefUon. . 
But  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  really  fo  ill  qualified  for 
the  (lation  which  he  holds,  that  he  could  not  calculate  the  fum  which 
the  exigences  of  tjic  public  fervice  for  a  year  may  require  ?  Laft 
year  he  hefitated  whether  he  (hould  make  a  loan  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen  millions.  -  He  determined^  however,  upon  eighteen ;  and 
this  was  the  expedient  which  in  September  following  he  was  com- 
pelled to  adopt.  He  muft  do  fon^thing,  however ;  Parliament 
was  not  fitting  at  the  time,  and  to  have  negociated  a  fmall  loan, 
would  have  given  the  enemy  a.  contemptible  idea  of  our  finances. 
To  extricate  himfelf  firom  the  dilemma,  he  condefcended,  in  con* 
jun<£iion  with  Mr.  Boyd,  to  frame  fiditious  bills,  to  date  them  In 
London  at  Hamburgh,  to  make  a  nominal  drawer  in  Hamburgh, 
who  was  adlually  refiding  in  Broad-fireet,  London,  at  the  time ; 
and  to  make  it  throughout  a  confiftent  fifUon,  to  write  them  upon 
iinftam|)ed  paper.  Was  fuch  a  tranfaflion  as  this  fitted  to  infpire 
die  enemy  with  lofty  ideas  of  our  financial  refources  ?  Had  a  noble 
Lord  (Momington)  been  in  poflefllon  of  fuch  a  (a£t  againft  the 
Government  of  France,  how  would  he  have  exulted  over  it  in  ex- 
pofing  thdr  exhaufted  revenue  ?  He  was  not  aware  of  any  thing 
more  with  which  it  would  be  neceflary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe. 
He  would  therefore  move,  pro  format  that  the  j>airage/  of  the  Re- 
port la  which  his  motion  referred  Ihould  be  read ;  and  then  he 
moved  three  Refolutions. 

zfi  That  it  appears  to  this  Houie,  that,  in  the  month  of  September 
1^9$,  Walter  Boyd,  £fq,  did,  at  the  reoueft  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  undertake  to  advance  money  for  the  ufe  of  Government  to 
the  amount  of  one  million,  for  which  he  was  to  reimburfe  himfelf  by 
bills  to  be  drawn  upon  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  to  be 
accepted  by  them,  and  negociated  at  his  own  convenience,  and  that  bills 
to  the  amount  of  700,0001.,  were  drawn  in  London  on  theCommiifioners 
of  the  Treafury,  in  the  name  of  Walter  Boyd,  Junior,  bearing  a  fidi* 
dous  date,  at  Hamburgh,  feveral weeks  preceding  the  time  at  which,' 
with  the  privity  of  th&  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  they  were  really 
drawn  in  London;  ^nd  that  the  (aid  Walter  Boyd,  juniSKr,  it  a  gentleman 
sot  enj^ged  in  any  houfe  of  bufinefs  at  Hamburgh. 

9d  Xhat  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  amount  of  the  faid  bills 
was  immediately  pdd  into  the  office  of  the  PaymaAer  of  His  M^efiy'a 
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»,  in  direfl  breach  of  an  Aft  of  PiVliiment,  and  tliHt  the  laid  billi 
gh  drawn  in  LoudDo,  yet  (irofelTuig  to  be  lomgn,  and  not  wrinc 
amped  paper,  were  of  inch  a  nature  and  deli:ripiii»i  u  the  Bank  i 
land  would  liavc  rcfufcd  lo  difcQunt  forany  commercial houfewha 
,  und  fuch  as  it  would  have  been  injurious  totbc  credit  of  any  pr 
hnute  to  have  negociated. 

L  That  it  appears  to  thii  Hokiff,  that  the  praftice  of  dimwing  fuc 
of  exchange,  not  duly  Haniped,  with  fii^itious  dates  of  time  an 
:,  accepted  by  the  Lords  Commillioners  of  the  TreaAiry,  and  caufin 
monies  raifed  thereon  to  be  immediately  paid  inio  the  office  of  ili 
maftcrofHitMajclly't  forces,  is  illegal,  unconllitutional,  aod  bighl 
riouE  to  the  publiccredit ;  )iDd  ihat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excfae^ae 
he  introduction  of  foch  praAice,  has  brought  into  difrepute  and  fu 
>n  the  acceptance  of  His  Majefty'sTrcafury,  and  fan£tianed  a  fyllei 
-and  and  collufion  unprecedented  in  the  adminillratioa  of  thefiDaaci 
ii*  country. 

'hat  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  pra£lice  of  drawing  fuch  bil 
xchangc,  not  duly  fl^imped,  with  li£)iiioiis  dates  of  time  and  placi 
rpted  by  the  Lords  CommilTioners  of  the  Trcafury,  and  caufing  tl 
lies  raited  thereon  to  be  immediately  paid  into  the  office  of  the  Paj 
ler  of  His  Majel>y't  forces,  is  illegal,  uDConSituiiooal,  and  highl 
rious  to  the  public'credit ;  aud  that  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Escbi 
r,  by  the  introduction  of  fuch  praflice,  has  brought  into  difrepui 
fufpicion  the  acceptance  of  His'Majefty's  Treafury,  and  fanftionc 
Item  of  fraud  and  collufion  unprecedented  in  the  admin!  ft  ration  < 
finances  of  this  countrv. 

^T.  CHARLES  LONG  engaged  to  give  the  Houfe  a  feir  an 
ft  Aatcmcnt  of  the  whole  of  this  tranfaftion.  Early  in  th 
ithofAuguft,  1795.  it  was  found  neceffary  to  raife  money  ft 
public  fcrvice,  in  anticipation  of  certain  portions  of  the  paj 
Its  on  theloan  andlotierv,  which  remajncd  unpaid,  andwhic 
ame  due  in  the  monihs  of  November,  December,  and  Januar 
swing-  Mr.  Boyd  was  applied  to  for  this  purpofe,  anfl  dmiug 
mc^tns  of.  a  relation  at  Hamburgh,  his  agent  there,  with  whoi 
iiad  a  variety  of  money  tranfai^ions,  he  a^ved  to  acconunodai 
Government.  He  rccommoided  fecrecy  as  ncccfTary  to  th 
:cfs  of  the  mcafure,  left  the  knowledge  of  fuch  a  dicunftanc 
uld  produce  a  fcarcity  of  money.  Now  it  fo  happened  that  be 
;  this  bulinefs  adually  took  place,  Mr.  Boyd,  jun.  arrived  i 
idon,  and  the  exigency  of  public  aBairs  would  not  permit  thct 
fend  to  Hamburgh  in  any  convenient  time  for  a  remittance  ( 
li  bills  as  they  wanted.  The  onlj  irregtdarity  that  confecjuentj 
k  place,  was  the  antedating  of  the  bills,  as  from  Hamburgh,  ft 
licy  had  been,  adually  drawn  in  Hamburgh  and  tnnfmitted  I 
ndon,  he  conceived  they  would  have  been  perfefUy  regular.- 
is  was  the  truth  of  the  tranfadion,  for  he  did  not  mean  to  dil 
fe  any  part  of  it.  The  honourable  and  learned  gendeman  ha 
«d  the  bills  fi^dous,  and  the  whole  a  fwlndllng  tnn&Aioi 
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Where  there  were  no  funds  to  pay  the  bills  when  due^  he  admitted 
fuch  a  tranfa£iion  would  an^ount  to  fwindling,  but  he  objedled  to 
fuch  an  application  of  the  term  where  there  was  money  or  merchan« 
dize  anfwerable  to  the  full  amount.     But  the  honourable  gentle*  Ij 

m:ni  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  common  expedient,  and  fup- 
ply  weak  argument  by  a  ftrong  expreflfion.  He  had  defined  fwin- 
dling  to  be  a  mode  of  obtaining  money  under  falfe  pretences ;   this  s 

was  partly  true,  but  he  left  out  the  material  part  of  the  context 
^'  with  a  view  to  defraud."     Now  he  contended  that  there  was  no  V' 

fraud  Intended  or  pradtifed  in  any  part  of  this  tranfadiion.     So  far 
he  was  at  iiTuc  with  the  honourable  gentleman.     It  was  now  his 
intention  to  (late  what  was  the  amount  of  the  money  in  the  Exche« 
quer  on  the  i  oth  of  December  1 7  95,  and  what  was  the  amount 
afterwards  paid  in  upon  the  old  loan  and  lottery,  and  he  (hould 
then,  he  truftcd,  be   able  to  prove  clearly  and  fatisfadorily  to 
the  Houfe,  that  there  was  more  than  fufEcient  to  difchaige  the 
700,000!.  raifed  by  the  negociation  of  thefe  bills  without  any  an* 
ticipation  of  the  new  loan.     There  was  310,0001.  in  the  Exche- 
quer at  that  time  paid  in  uppn  the  old  loan  and  lottery,  and 
145,0001.  was  afterwards  paid  in  on  the  fame  accounts  before  the 
clofe  of  17959  and  early  in  1796,  and  before  the  time  allotted 
for  the  payment  of  thefe  bills  1 35,oooI.  more  had  been  paid  inos 
die  lafi  payment  upon  the  old  loan,  and  i6o,oool.  for  the  lottery, 
making  in  all  750,0001.  and  2oo,oool.  more  was  paid  in  Febru- 
ary upon  the  loan  for  1796,  which,  if  neceflary,  might  alfo  have 
been  applied.     The,next  objedlion  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  againft  the  payment  of  the  700,0001.  to  the  Paymafter  Gene- 
nil  of  His  Majef^'s  forces.     This,  Mr.  Long  faid  he  had  been 
defired  to  do  by  order  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  theTreafury, 
and  if  he  had  offended  againft  the  letter  of  the  AA  of  Parliament,   ' 
he  hoped  he  had  not  offended  againft  the  fpirit  of  it.     He  under- 
ftood  that  balances  were  not  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymafter 
Cieneral,  but  he  did  not  underftand  that  money  was  not  to  be  paid 
in  his  name,  for  that  had  always  been  the  regular  mode,  though 
the  money  did  not  remain  there,  but  was  carried  immediately  to 
the  Bankf  and  there  placed  in  his  narpe.     The  only  difference  was, 
that  by  carrying  it  to  the  accomptant  of  the  Pay  OfJSce,  notice  was. 
^reby  given  to  him  of  fuch  payment,  and  in  the  end  it  amounted 
<o  preciiely  the  fame  thing.     He  would  not   have  troubled  the 
Houfe,  if  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  not  conneded 
this  tranfaSion  with  the  negociation  of  the  loan.     To  prove  that 
*c  Govemoi;  of  the  Bank  entertained  fomc  fufpicion  that  Mr^ 
Boyd  would  have  the  preference  of  the  loaa  th^  honouraUe  Ig^tfd^. 
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nan  h^id  ftated  the  Governor's  dechntion,'  (hat  it  was  natunl  fc 
lim  to  think  that  this  tranfa^Hon  could  not  impede  Mr.  Bojd  i 
ibtaining  a  preference ;  but  he  did  not  f^ate  upon  what  grounds  A 
Governor  a^hially  did  form  his  fufpicions,  who,  beii^  alkcd  th: 
lucltiorx,  replied,  that  "  his  rcafons  were,  that  he  conceived  M 
Joyd's  party,  in  point  of  good  faith,  had  a  claim  to  fome  prcfi 
tncc  in  confequcncc  of  the  conditions  l^pulatcd  at  the  making  i 
he  preceding  loan,  having  been  deviated  from  ;  and  he  thougl 
hem  too  fagadous  to  omit  availing  thcmfelves  of  that  cireumftance 
having  argued  this  point,  he  afked,  upon  what  evidence,  admi 
ing  all  its  force,  did  thisfufpicion  rc(l  I  It  was  upon  that  of  M 
Mofgan  ;  and  he  meant  no  perfonal  ofTeiKc,  when  he  faid  he  cot) 
lot  give  credit  to  that  alTcrtion  ;  and  his  rcafon  was  bccaufc  t! 
niidence  of  Mr.  Morgan  was  full  of  inconfiftcncy  and  omtradiiftio 
Having  pointed  out  fome  little  difference  in  this  evidence  as  a  pro 
>f  its  inconflllcncy,  Mr.  Long  faid,  he  feifc&lj  recolle^ed  the  ei 
rigemcnt  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Boy< 
jpon  the  loan  of  1795,  whichwas,  that  if  another  loan  was  tn 
pined  for  before  the  lafl  payment  of  the  old  one,  he  Oiould  be  t 
ided  to  the  preference  He  concluded  by  moving  the  prcvio 
]ucftion. 

-  Mr.  FOX  rofe  merely  to  explain  what  he  faid  on  a  former  n'tg 
ui  the  fubje^  of  thefc  bills.  He  had  faid.  "  it  was  railing  mon 
Linder  fiilfe  pretences."  He  would  fay  again,  that  if  a  bill  I 
iiawn,  purponing  to  be  drawn  at  Hamburgh,  but  adlually  dnv 
in  London,  thofe  who  difcount  fuch  a  bill,  raifc  nwney  on  fa] 
[ireteiKe*,  for  th^y  have  no  right  to  raife  m<^iey  from  another  up 

I  bill  without  telling  tl^e  whole  truth  about  that  bill.  It  is  no  c 
:ufe  to  fay,  "  that  the  fecurity  is  good,"  for  no  man  has  a  right 
determine  for  another  what  is  a  good  fecurity. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faw  nothing  to  complain  of 
he  trantadtton  of  thcfe  bills.  There  was  a  fum  of  money  raif 
n  the  month  of  September.  There  muft  be  a  variety  of  operatio 
provided  for  in  our  prefcnt  ftaie,  and  the  demands  of  Govemmc 
night  ealily  exceed  the  money  that  is  ready  ; .  Miniftcrs  could  r 
bidiw  every  thing,  and  if  they  did  not  provide  by  extraordina 
meafures  when  the  neceflity  arofe,  very  &ta]  confcquenccs  mig 
mfiie.     He  did  not  feel  diat  this  was  a  very  extraordinary  char 

II  (D  Ac  amount  of  the  fum.  The  other  part  of  the  charge  agaii 
tie  MiniAcr  was  this  i  that  the  tranfadtlon  of  thcfe  bills  would  Ic 
ibreign  nations  to  fuppofe  that  we  are  driven  to  our  lafl  (hift,  othi 
irife  We  could  not  think  of  raifing  money  in  ftxh  a  maimer  ;  a 

a  Ciid,  dot  tbe  Bank  <tf  Engbuid  were  fi>  weU  «a 
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vinced  of  the  impropriety  of  this  mode,  that  they  refufcd  to  have  any  !l 

thing  to  do  with  fuch  a  tranfadlion ;  that  it  would  be  ruinous  to  an  ^•• 

individual.     Thus  they  in  cfFe<5l  faid,  that  the  Bank  of  England  [f 

would  not  fupport  the  Government  of  England.     Hq  did  not  think  ! 

that  this  was  very  fairly  ftatcd.  He  did  not  fee  that  the  Bank  of 
England  had  given  any  fuch  refufal  as  had  been  infifted  upon. 
Mr.  Giles  faid  that  the  Bank  was  not  applied  to  upon  that  fubjcdt, 
and  therefore  we  might  acquit  both  Government  and  the  Bank  on 
this  part  of  the  cafe.  The  truth  was,  that  the  mode  adopted  in  the 
tranfadlions  of  the  bills,  was  not  the  ufual  mode  with  the  Bank. 
Gentlemen  faid,  that  if  this  extraordinary  demand  for  money  was  f* 

neceffary.  Parliament  fhould  have  been  called.    It  was  an  inconyc-  ^ 

nicnt  time  to  call  Parliament  together.  The  Mlniltcr  applied  to  a 
private  banker  for  two  millions  of  money  ;  the  anfwer  was,  "  there 
is  plenty  of  money."  Gentlemen  who  wifhcd  (o  well  to  this  coun- 
try, did  not  take  the  trouble  to  explain  this  to  a  foreign  country.  k* 

The  next  queftion  was,    the  nKxle  of  raifing  this   700,000!.  y 

Mr.  Boyd  faid,  that  a  bill  of  exchange  was  the  beft  poffible  inftru-  y 

meat  to  b«  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe ;  and  fo  it  was  ;  for  in  the  { 

courfe  of  bufinefs,  a  bill  of  exchange  could  be  readily  transferred,  ) 

which  could  not  be  done  with  a  bond  or  with  a  trcafurv  warrant.  « 

The  next  queftioa  was,,  how  far  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  !} 

was  concerned  in  this?     Undoubtedly  he  was  bound  to  give  Mr.  k  • 

Boyd  that  fort  of  fccurity  which  he,  as  a  private  banker,  likcj  bcft,;  p 

and* there  was  no  crime  in  raifing. money  by  anticipation,  eithef  ji 

from  the  Bank,  or  from  a  private. banker,  as  in  this  cafe  ;confe- 
quently  there  was  no  fraud  in  this  tranfadion.  .  If  the  eounuy  was 
fo  wealthy  that  Government  cajn  get  money  from  injivi duals  inftead  (j 

of  the  Bank,  there  was  not  much  to  fear  from  the  want  of  ir.  The  It 

next  point  to  be  confidcred  was  the  rate  of  iiitereft  in  thio  cafe^  Mr. 
Boyd  required  five  per  cent,  inftead  of  four  per  cent.  This  was  ex#- 
plained  by  the  evidence  in  the  Report.  This  money  \vas  not  to  be 
allfurniflied  by  Mr.  Boyd  himfclf.  .  It  was  not  to  come  all  out  of 
his  own  coffers.  Tlie  Bank  never  difccyjnted  under  five  pcy  ccnti 
and  why  (hould  it  be  required  that  Mr.  Boyd  (hould  do, it  fojr  Icrf^^ 
He  was  obliged  to  employ  a  broker  in  this  tranfaQion,  whofe  comi- 
miflion  was  to  be  taken  out  of  the  profits,  and  which  dimini(hed  I 

them  confidcrably*.  The  broker's  premium  on  the  two  millions  and 
a^half  was  a  quarter  per  cent,  on  all  he  procured.  In  ihort,  Mr. 
Boyd  had  no  profit  whatever^  except  where  he  advanced  his  own 
money.  But  if  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  profit  on  the  tranf* 
adion,  why  ihould  not  Mr  Boyd  fc^eive  k;  in  reality,  however, 
his  profit  was  not  great.  With  regard,  to  Uiis  being  an  entirely  new 
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ir^,  he  muft  obferve  that  that  obfcrvatlon  was  hot  well  foundc 
c  remembered  a  tranfadiion  irv  the  year  177a :  The  bank 
ngUnd  agreed  to  advance  60, ooot.  on  the  fccurityof  a  vVc(l-In< 
htc;  ihc  Bank  never  difcounted  any  bills  at  that  time  for  mi 
lan  two  months.  Bills  In  the  cafe  he  alluded  to  [the  cafe  of  W 
in  and  EUifnn,  who  had.  a  houfe  in  Edinburgh)  were  drawn  at  r 
lonrhs.  They  were  all  dated,  and  purported  to  be  drawn  at  Ed 
urgh,  whereas  the  Bank  knew  that  the  pcrfon  who  drew  them  v 
jnilantly  living  in  London.  Thcfc  bills  were  therefore  drawn 
wrong  place,  and  had  a  wrong  date ;  yet  although  the  Bank  kn 
icfe  things  perfcfllv,  ihcy  made  no  objedlion  ;  the  bills  were 
cwed  cvcrv  two  months,  and  the  Bank  went  on  difcounting  th 
1  this  way  for  two  years.  This  was  not  called  a  fraudulent  in 
£lion,  or  a  fwindling  tranfaflion.  It  was  the  only  way  in  wh 
le  Bank  could  or  would  do  the  bufinefs ;  iind  the  ftlfc  datd  or  1 
lace  ncvf  r  occurred  to  them  to  be  any  objeflion  to  difcountif%  th 
lills.  The  only  remaining  point  was,  that  thefc  were  foreign  b 
rhich  Mr.  Boyd  was  concerned  in,  whereas  diey  were  actually 
ind  bills,-  and  therefore  ought  to  be  drawn  upon  ftamped  pat: 
iJow  he  could  not  fee  how  there  was  any  deffrc  manifeited  in  i 
ranfadlion  to  defraud  Government.  Who  was  to  lectivc  the  d 
f  the  fiamps?  Government. -»— How  then  v^as  Govcrrinicnt  > 
rauded  of  that  duty  by  Ijeing  excufed  frorn  paying  it  J  forifti 
rcre  to  be  rtampt,  Government  rnuft  have  pad  the  dijty.  It  1 
nly  faving  Government  the  trouble  df  paying  Vhh  ofic  hand  : 
cceiving  with  the  other.  There  was  thCrcfSri;  no  fraud  of  i 
;ind  in  this  bufinefs ;  it  was  intehded  that  the  whole  ffiould  bep 
3  the  bill-holders,  and  there  was  'a  fufficient  futid'fii:'  that  purp. 
t  appeared  to  him  in  no. other  light  than  that  Govcfmhcnt  had ) 
alcutated  properly,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  public  cipences,  wh 
night  be  ncceffary  to  be  defrayed  in  the  irionth  of  September  1; 
The  whole  of  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  was  oriTy  700,00 
le  was  furprifed  it  was  rto  more,  confidering  every  thing  which 
id  to  provide  for ;  he  really  thought  it  was  rniraculous  they  1 
ot  z  call  for  more  than  this  funi  at  that  tiihe.  Govcrnm 
ught^  to  have  a  liberal  aHowancc  when  under  calculated  expenc 
Jnder  the  prcfent  cireumftances,  they  oiight  to  be  dlloWcd  to  h; 
aoTc  money  in  hand  than  they  had  immediate  occafion  for.  It  i 
Ik  cafe  of  ©very  common  baiter,  who  was  always  obliged  to  h; 
lore.moiicy  by  him  than  he  had  imtnediate  occafion  for,  that 
light  be  able  to  anfwcr  an  extraordinary  demand  whenever  it  (hoi 
e  made  upon  him;  In  this  cafe  there  was  no  improper  ufe  m; 
f  ihe  moniy  raifed  ipon  thcfc  bills.  Notice  was  immcdiztely  gi' 
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irhen  the  money  was  raifedi  and  it  was  carried  that  very  day  to  the 
Bank*  In  (hoit  every  requifite  was  complied  with  which  the  law 
dire<^$,  and  there  was  not,  in  ^his  cafe,  any  deviation  from  the 
provifions  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  that  he  never  was  fo  much  aftonWhed  in  his 
yfe,  as  he  was  at  many  things  which  had  fallen  from  the  honourably 
Baronet ;  and  his  aftoniihment  was  ftill  more  incrcafed  to  find,  that 
an  Engliih  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  ought  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  public  purfe,  (bould  treat  a  queftionof  this  magnitude,  !»  charge 
of  this  importance,  with  fo  little  patience  or  attention.  He  confi- 
dered  it  as  no  ordinary  or  trifling  fubjed^.  An  error  of  700,0061. 
did  not  appear  to  him  fo  fmall,  as  tQ  entitle  the  Miniftcr  to  ap- 
plaufe  fpr  the  accuracy  of  his  calculations.  He  wifhed  to  confidef 
to  what  the  ctxor  amounted.  In  February  1 795,  Mr.  Pitt  opened 
his  budget,  (biting  the  probable  expeoce,  and  the  ways  and  mcan3 
for  raUing  it.  He  borrowed,  for  the  purpofes  then  fet  forth,  a  larger 
fum  than  ever  had  been  before  raifed  at  one  time  in  this  country. 
Belides  that,  he  received  the  duties  on  land  and  malt,  confidcrablc 
fums  on  Exchequer  bills ;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feflion^ 
faifed  a  farther  fum  of  two  millions  and  a  half  for  the  unforefeen 
expencps  that  might  be  incurred ;  and  yet  it  appears  that  fo  foon  as 
the  Sq)teri)ber  following,  he  had  not  fufHcicnt  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  S^tCf  He  was  aftoni(hed  to  hear  the  honourable  Baronet  call 
this  calculating  to  a  miracle ;  he  was  ailoniihed  to  hear  him  fay 
this  was  a  fmall  deficiency*  He  was  the  more  ailoni(hed,  as  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  fifteen  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of 
the  loan  had  been  paid  up ;  a  fum  fully  equal  to  what  could  reafon- 
ably  have  been  expedled.  But  on  this  fubje6t  he  would  not  now 
dwell  at  lengthy  as  a  day  would  foon  come  (his  motion  on  the  (htf 
of  the  nation}  when  he  would  minutely  enter  into  this  and  other  fub- 
je<5s.  He  had  no  hopes  that  that  motion  would  produce  any  good 
confequences ;  but  it  would  at  leaft  give  him  the  fatisf;i6)ion  of 
feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty,  that  he  had  cxpofed  to  the  Houfe 
matters  which  loudly  called  for  inveftigation,  evUs  which  ought  to 
te  redreflfed,  and  that,  if  they  would  ftill  continue  to  approve  a  fy- 
ftcm  of  extravagance,  mifmanagement  and  double  dealing,  and  fuf- 
fcr  the  country  to  be  hurried  on  to  its  ruin,  at  Icaft  they  (hould  do* 
fo  wit^  their  eyes  open. 

The  Miniftcr  feems  very  confident  with  regard  to  his  condu<Sl ; 
**  I  wifti,"  faid  Mr.  Grey,  "  it  was  the  confidence  of  innocence, 
but  I  fufped  it  to  be  the  fupercilious  infolence  which  certain  protec- 
tion infpires."  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid,  the  Chancellor 
pi  the  Exchequer  could  not  calculate  the  expences  of  the  public  fer- 
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ice;  thi?  wasthc  very  ihingcompiainedof:  a  fman  miftake  in  hi 
akulations  would  not  te  a  fubjcfl  for  cenrtire;  but  after  havin 
amcd  and  reci:ivcd  the  amount  of  the  probable  expences  of  th 
ear,  to  raife  in  the  manner  he  had  done  folargca  Turn  a?  700,000' 
t  fo  early  a  period  as  September,  proved  either  that  he  wilfully  it 
eived  the  Hnufc,  or  that  he  was  inadequate  to  the  duties  of  hi 
ffice,  or  that  fome  unforefcen  demand  had  occurred  which  he  vn 
fhamcd  to  publifli.  Mr.  Grey  here  entered  into  fome  very  ab! 
alculations  tcfpedling  the  intercft  which  thefe  bills,  combined  wit 
he  late  loan,  compelled  the  nation  to  pay.  He  clearly  proved  th; 
his  intereft  amctirfted  to  eight  per  cent.  inHead  of  five,  as  Sir  V, 
'ulteney  had  faid.  He  prctTed  the  danger  and  uneonflitutlonal  ter 
cncy  of  allowing  a  Mimflcr  to  anticipate  a  loan,  as  he  had  done  i 
he  prefent  inftancc,  and  held  up  to  reprobation  a  tranfad^ion  whic 
fcliniftcrs  themfelves  acknowledged  to  be  unfit  for  the  Public  1 
:now.  He  fliewed  that  there  was  an  intimate  connexion  beiwcc 
hefe  bills  and  the  loan,  the  firft  payments  of  which  were  made  ft 
he  very  rime  when  one  clafs  of  ihe  bills  became  due.  Thei 
:cmcd  to  be  a  colhifion  throughout  both  thefe  tranfadlions.  M: 
Joyd  difcountcil  the  bills,  andMr.  EJoyd  had  the  loan  that  he  migl 
lay  them.  The  [ranfai51ion  was  not  even  fair  with  regard  to  M 
Joj'd;  for  admitting  th.it  by  the  time  thefe  hills  became  due,  t\ 
oo.oocl.  was  in  the  Exchequer,  and  admitting  that  a  change  ( 
idminiih;itiun  had  taken  place,  an  event  which  he  ackrwwledge 
a  be  very  improbable,  might  not  the  new  Minifler  have  found  tf 
nona',  or  a  great  part  of  it,  ncceffary  for  the  current  cxpcnces  i 
he -Government ;  and  in  that  cafe,  nhat  was  to  have  become  1 
hcfe  bills ;  of  tliefc  bills,  which  had  been  manufaftured  in  fuch  a 
rrcguhr,  if  not  illegal  manner,  that  any  Minifter  would  haveha 
Teat  rcafon  to  rtfuf^;  payment  of  them  altogether?  In  ihisrcfpec 
fiercfore,  he  contended,  that  aifeis  were  not  provided  for  thefe  bill; 
nd  that  eohfi<]ucnt!y  Mr,  Boyd  ran  a  great  hazard  of  obtainir 
layment,  or,  at  kaft,  tliat  a  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequt 
TOuW  have  been  embarrafled  to  provide  for  the  otllcr  ferricc  of  tli 
Itatc  witliout  diihonouring  the  bills,  a  condufi  in  which  he  woul 
lavcbecn  too  well  juftified.  ",But,"  fays  the  honourable  Barone 
'  of  what  importance  is  it  that  the  bills  were  dated  at  Hamburgh; 
is  thinks  this  an  indifferent  circumftance  ;  but  faid  Mr.  Grey, 
bink  it  a  circumftancc  of  the  moftfcrious  importance,  inafmucha 
:  involves  in  it  the  fairnefs  and  honour  of  the  tranfafllon,  and  th 
jirnefs  and  honour  of  botli  the  parties  concerned  ;  and  might  an 
fould  lead  to  fiifpicions,  of  which  the  parties  themfelves  appear  I 
avc  been  apprized,  by  their  an^uous  concealment.      The  cafe  < 
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Walter  and  EHifon,  did  not  apply  to  the  prcfcnt.     In  that  affair 
the  Bank  was  acquainted  with  the  deception ;  andif  any  one  fufFered 
by  it,   it  muft  be  the  Bank;  but^o  the, prefent  inftance,  the  Public, 
who  was  one  of  the  p^irtics,  was  kept  in  complc^jc  ignorance.     He 
was  forty,   however,  thit  the  honourable  Baronet  had  not  mentioned 
the  refult  of  the  tranfaclions  of  the  houfe  of  Walter  and  Ellifon. 
He  (Mr.  Grey)  happened  to  have  known  one  of  the  partners  in  that 
houfe,  an  inncKcnt  but  an  unfortunate  man.      The  refult  was,  that 
the  Houfe  became  bankrupt,    [//.v/r/  hear!  /jcarf]  and  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  was  compelled  to  fly  and^nd  his  days 
in  exile,      Will  the  honourable  Baronet  fay,  that  the  Bank  thinks 
fuch  a  tra!ifax5\ion  as  thcfe  bills,  is  an  honourable  one  ?     Mr.  Giles, 
th«  Governor,  has  ftated  the  very  reverfc,  and  given  it  as  his  opi- 
nion,   tljat  it  would  hurt  the  credit  of  any  private  houfe  whatever ; 
fo  mueh  fo,  that  the  Bank  would  not  difcount  for  them  :  on  thistef- 
timony,    and  this  authority,  he  could  give  it  no  other  defcription 
than  that  of  a  fraudulent  tranfadlion.     Mr.  Boyd  has  faid  it  was 
neccflary  to  him ;  and  Minifters,  it  fecms,    were  convinced  it  was 
neccffarv  ;   but  he  tnifted  the  Houfe  would  not  be  induced  to  fane- 
tion  a  public' tranfa<Sion,  which  in  private  bufinefs  between  man 
and  man  they  muft  condemn.     He  wiftied  the  enemy  to  be  ftrongly 
imprelTed  with  an  opinion  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  our  refources, 
of  the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  our  finances,  but  he  would  not  be  pre- 
vented by  an  apprehenlion  that  they  might  form  a  difltrent  opinion 
from  complaining  to  that  Houfe,  whenever  it  fliould  appear  to  hjm 
that  the  profperity  of  our  finances  was  endangered  by  the  mifconduft 
of  Minirtcrs.      With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  about  paying  the 
money  into  the  hands  of  the  Pay-maftcr  General,  he  contended  that 
it  was  a  direft  breach  of  an  exprefs  a6t  of  Parliament,  which,  as  a 
«heck  on  the  Pay-mafter,  enadtcd,  that  all  monies  ftiould  be  paid 
into  the  B^nk  of  England  on  his  account,  and  that  he  fhould  draw 
for  the  exprefs  fums  which  might  be  wanted  for  the  public  fcrvicc. 
This  was  an  excellent  fecurity  for  the  public  againft  fraud  ;  and  if 
Minifters  found  that  the  law  flood  in  their  way,  they  fhould  have 
moved  its  repeal.     The  public  money  muft  have  been  ufed  for  fomc 
unknown  purpofcs,  otherwife  thefe  bills  neter  could  have  had  ex- 
iftcnce.     Mr.  Grey  concluded  by  thanking  his  honourable  friend  for 
having  brought  this  motion  forward.      It  would  (hew  the  country 
on  what  fort  of  a  fyftem  the  bufinefs  of  Government  was  conducted ; 
it  would  (hew  how  fearful  Minifters  were  that  their  condudt  with  re^ 
gard  to  the  finances,  fhould  fairly  meet  the  light ;  it  would  (hew  to 
what  (hifts  and  tricks  they  were  driven,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
Public,  and  conceal  our  true  fituation. 
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Mr.  STEELE  faid  that  money  from  the  Exchequer  went  thtwi 
the  medium  of  the  Bank  to  the  Paymaftcr  for  the  r^;ular  (er/'ic 
but  balances  of  accounts  with  Inferior  Faymatlers,  and  of  the  [» 
nient  of  troops  on  the  Irifh  effabliOiment,  were  lent  to  the  Accoui 
ant's  Office,  from  whence  they  were  taken  to  the  Bank  by  a  dt 
who  attended  for  that  purpofc. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  he  did  not  talk  of  balances,  but  of  money  1 
current  fcrviccs '  ITucd  from  the  Exchequer- 
Mr.  STEELE  obferved,  that  the  a£i  alluded  to  was  to  pnvt 
the  PaymaHer  General  from  carrying  to  his  ovn  private  account, 
lodging  with  his  banker,  what  money  was  paid  to  the  officers  of  1 
Pay-Ollicc,  or  paid  int^  the  hands  of  the  Psymaftcr  General. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  obferved,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqi 
had  been  eminently  fuccefsfulinembroiling  the  country  in  the  prdt 
difadrous  and  unexampled  war ;  and  he  thought,  on  a  niotion 
the  prefent  importance,  that  ntockery  or  fneers  were  neither  dca 
nor  becoming.  He  faid,  the  honourable  Baronet,  whofe  abiii 
DO  gentleman  would  deny,  never  came  forward  but  on  extraor* 
nary  occafions,  to  relieve  his  right  honourable  friend  from  great  ei 
barralTmcnts ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  honourable  Baronel  failed 
ias  defence,  fo  far  he  confidered  il}e  Ciiancellor  of  the  Excheqi: 
culpable,  and  deferving  of  cenfure.  In  tiie  preftpt  inflance  he  d 
not  offer  a  fingle  argument  to  relieve  himfclf  from  the  heavy  chaij 
brought  againft  him  by  his  learned  friend.  With  refpe»St  to  t 
Edinburgh  bills,  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  circumllaiice  befc 
the  Houfc ;  and  however  lie  might  admi;  the  veracity  of  the  honoi 
able  Baronet,  yet  in  his  legillative  capacity  he  w«b  not  boond  to  fc 
Jieve  him  ;  for  the  Report  before  the  Houfe  was  produced  by  its  o\ 
Committee,  but  no  Committee  ever  fat  to  report  on  the  fuhjc^t  a 
verted  to  with  refpc£t  to  the  Edinburgh  bills.  What  the  hcHioi 
able  Baron:  had  Hated  with  fefpedt  to  Government  neither  fuffi 
jng  lofs  nor  gain  in  confeqiience  of  the  Hamburgh  bills  not  bei 
Aamped,  was  not  thequertion  btfure  the  Houfe,  but  that  whi 
preifed  moft  on  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  country  was  the  fra 
dulency  of  the  tranfadiion,  and  how  far  thcfe  bills  were  viciatcil 
the  mode  of  circulation.  On  a  former  evening's  debate,  he  pTcfl 
a  quedion  which  he  now  wifhcd  to  have  anfwered.  Mr.  Morgai 
name,  he  thtaight,  was  uful  in  a  very  unbecoming  and  indeed 
manner;  but  now  he  mul^  afk,  why  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Mclli 
were  fo  ufed  ? 

Mr.  YORKE  rofe  to  order.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe  if 
wgs  not  derogatory  to  the  ibnding  orders  of  the  Houfe  I 
any   gentleman   to  refer  to  a  previous  debate^    tlw  hono^iral 
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gentlcMah,  in  flic  prefcnt  inftahce,   he  conceived,  departed  from  t 

that  order.  > 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  certainly  awaited  and  cxpe(f\ed  an  \ 

interruption  from  fomc  Member  of  the  Ho\ife.     He  always  felt. 

extremely  embarraffed,    when  under  the  necefllty  of  calling  any 

gendeman  to  order,    and  conceived  that  the  honourable  Member   ,  / 

was  irregular  in  referring  to  what  occurred  in  a  previous  debate.  \ 

Mr.  FRANCIS  proceeded.     He  faid,  he  would  make  no  allu- '  * 

fion  to  what  pafled  on  a  former  night,  but  would  now  afk — ^^^hy  j 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  Morgan  and  MclHfti  rcfufcd  ^ 

the  qualified  competition,  did  not  fend  to  the  Bank,  and  give  no-  | 

tice  that  he  was  rdidy  to  receive  offers  conditionally.     To  this  he  J 

defired  an  anfwer,  not  upon  the  principle  that  fuch  a  competiridn  j 

was  nugatory,  but  his  own—  A 

Mr.  Ryder  called  Mr.  Francis  again  to  order.  ^ 

Mr.   FRANCIS  faid,  ■  he  was  about  to  fhew  the  conneflian  i 

which  fubfiited  between  this  point  and  the  queftion  before  the  Houfc.  L 

His  opihiofi  was,  that  Boyd's  preference  in  the  loan  was  owing  to  ^. 

his  fcrviceis  in  the  affair  of  the  Hamburgh  bills.     He  faw  Boyd  pre-  j" 

ferred  witfiout  any  fatisfadlory  reafon.     He  faw  the  faft  of  the 

Hambiiigh  Accottmddatibn  bills,  and  combinlngthcfc  together,  he 

was  corfvinccd  that  this  was  the  true  caufe  of  the  precipitate  conclu- 

fion  6fi  bargain,  where  the  intereft  of  the  Public  was  fo  much  fa- 

crificcd. 

Mr.  Chancellor  t*ITT.  I  do  not  life.  Sir,  for  the  purpofc  of 
^giving  jsUiy  anfwer  to  the  qijcftibn  propofed,  df  of  fpcaking  to  the 
queftton  now  befbl-etis,  but  in  order  to  ftate  the  reafons  why  I  ihall 
do'helthcr  one  nor  the  other.  In  the  firft  place,  as  to  the  queftion, 
I  have,  on  a  fbi-mer  occa(i6n,  given  an  anfwer  to  it,  upon  the  na- 
ture of  wMch  the  tloufc  haVe  already  decided.-  I  cannot  therefore 
repeat  it  now,  withotit  being  as  irregular  as  the  gentleman  who  calls 
upon  mc  fo  to  do.  With  refpcA  to  the  fubjcft  of  the  prefcnt  dc- 
Iwitc  I  fliall  dbclhie  faying  any  thing,  becaufe,  ^as  far  as  it  pcrfonalTy 
concerns  nie,  I  am  quite  fatisfied  as  to  the  ftate  in  which  it  at  pre-' 
fcnt  appears." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  in  the  examinations 
before  the  Committee,  all  the  witneffes  but  Mr.  Morgan  had  agreed, 
that  the  preiference  in  the  loan  had  no  cortnedtion  with  the  Hamburgh 
bills.  In  a  bill  of  exchange  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  the  cafe  was  different  from  the  cafe  of  individuals.  The 
^ood  fiiith  of  the  countTy  was  pledged  to  make  good  the  obligation 
that  was  Ineurred.  It  was  of  no  confequcnce  whether  the  (hapc 
was  regular  or  not.     Execution  was  competent  againft  the  Govern-    • 
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mcnt,  and  the  holders  would  be  entitled  to~ncow  from  any  n 
Adminiftration  that  could  take  place. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  that  the  (Ute  of  the  e»chai 
with  foreign  States  ajifing  from  the  fcarcity  of  fp«cie  was  a  proo4 
foreigners  acquainted  wiih  the  fubje£li  tbat  money  was  not  fe  plei 
as  was  affertcd.  Even  if  the  bills  had  been  drawn  at  Hambur] 
in  his  opinion  the  tranfaflion  would  not  have  been  riglu.  If  th 
was  no  title  in  Boyd  to  draw  on  the  Trcafuty,  the  bills  t>cing  dm 
at  Hamburgh,  did  not  alter  the  (ranCaidHQn.  If  iiich  tranfa<£tii 
would  have  been  difgraqeful,  and  ihc  fymptom  of  approaching  n 
in  a  private  fpeculation,  he  eould  not  fee  that  the  cafe  was  diffen 
where  Government  was  concerned.  He  was  forry  that  a  tranfafli 
in  which  Boyd  had  been  fo  conlidcrablc  a  gainer  (hould  have  be 
(he  ground  of  preference  in  fiill  inorc  hieraiive  concerns.  The  b 
rowing  of  700,000!.  in  this  way,  in  his  opinion,  injured  Govci 
ment  more  than  a  loan  of  7,coo,oool.  in  a  regular  manner. 

Mr.  \V.  SMITH  did  not  mean  to  dctiy  the  inconfiftency 
Mr.  Morgan's  evidence,  but  willied  to  remark,  that  k  was  gi» 
under  a  conftderable  degree  ofpcrfonal  agitation,  an4  that  there  v 
the  moft  fuffieient  proof  to  (hew  that  it  was  not  given  with  a  vii 
tu  midead.  He  had  afterwards  defircfi  leave  to  cn plain,  but  tl 
V3S  denied  him;  they  (houid  therefore  lay.lefs  ftrdson.  tbe.arg 
tncnts  drawn  from  his  inconlillcncy,  a  circumljance  alfoi  if  was 
be  remarked,  from  which  Mr.  Giles "s  evidence  itfelf  was  not  in 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  bi^ai}  bx  anirnadvening  > 
the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Morgjin,  aijd  on.^hat  had  drop^  fro 
an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir.F.  Baring).,  ,/^' to  the  former, 
would  only  remark,  that  his  anfw^rs  and  manner  appcaredto  him 
be  fuch,  as  to  entitle  them  to  very  little  credit.  In  th^  vpinioq 
the  latter  gentleman  he  could  not  coincide ;  for  by.himth^  tran^ 
tion  before  ihc  Houfe  was  contended  ^0  be  a  fiiflitioi^  tranfa£)ic 
while  it  carried  with  it  all  the  attributes  of  a  real^no.  The.  bi 
were  aifiually  drawn  by  the  Lords  of  Uie  Trcafunf »  (hey ;  yaa  3 
ccpted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcafury.^  and  they  vjere  finally  tg 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Treafury.  They  were  an  inilrument  oi-\V 
charadlcr  and  dcfcription. upon  which  no  man  could  hpfitatc  tojdc 
He'next  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  the  tranfadion  on  t 
ground  of  i^ts  necefliiy.  The  urgency  of  the  public  fervices  requir 
it.  Toanfwcrthatu^ncy,  the  700,0001,  wcrca[^cd4  Itn 
therefore  praifc-worihy,  arid  not  blameablc  in  the  Chancellor  of  l 
Exchequer,  not  to  permit  the  public  fcrvice  tofuSer,  but  to  ha 
recourfe  to  every  pofllble  means  for  procuring  tlic  molil  cxpedido 


Feb.  a6.]  DEBATES  209 

(uppty.  As  to  the  money  loA  on  the  intereft  of  the  above-mentioned 
fum,  on  which  fomuch  declamation  had  taken  place^  it  amounted 
only  to  the  difFercncc  between  three  per  cent,  and  five  per  cent,  for 
four  months ;  a  paltry  conftderationy  which  mud  vanifh  when  com- 
pared with  the  danger  that  might  enfue  from  a  momentary  derange- 
ment in  the  public  fervicc.  Much  h^d  been  faid  td  prove  that  fuch 
tranfa^ions  (hould  receive  the  fan£lion  of  Parliament ;  but  this  could 
not  always  be  the  cafe,  as  no  man  could  pronounce  at  what  time  fuch 
exigencies  of  the  State  might  occur.  The  bufinefs  therefore  now 
under  difcuffion,  and  which  was  treated  with  fuch  coarfe  contumely 
by  fomc  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fidd,  did  not  appear  to  him  re-' 
prehenfiblc  cither  in 'the  fubftance  or  the  manner.  Did  he  imagine 
the  condu6t  of  the  right  honourable  gentlcn>an  wr«ng  ;  he  would  not 
atrcmpt  to  defend  him ;  but  being  fatisfied  of  the  rcditude  of  tfiat 
right  honourable  gentleman's  intention,  he  mo(t  curdially  gave  him 
his  fupport,  and  that  unbiafled  by  any  inclination  arifing  from  his 
political  prcdileflions. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  was  free  to  declare,  that,  for  a  long  thnc 
be  admired  the  fplendid  talents  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
but  that  obfervation  had  of  late  taught  him,  that  thofe  talents  could 
be  mitapplied  and  abufed.  From  the  preference  given  to  Mr.  Boyd 
and  Co.  in  the  late  loan,  it  was  but  too  evident  that  the  Hamburgh 
tranfaftion  was  connc<9cd  with  it ;  in  the  advantages  of  both,  many 
friends  of  the  Minifter  had  ihared,  and  it  was  bu^  natural  that  they 
fliould  accord  in  fuppreffing  whatever  tended  to  fcrutiniie  and  cen- 
fure  his  condu<3.  It  was  thefirft  tranfa£lion  of  the  kind  in  which 
any  Minifter  of  this  country  had  been  engaged,  but  it  might  not  be 
the  laft.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  jmcet  that  reprobation  which  might 
deter  others  from  imitating  it  hereafter.  He  thought  the  charadler 
of  Mr.  Morgan  had  been  ufed  with  cxtrcfiAc  injuftice.  He  had  been 
called  to  anfwer  i)cfore  a  jury  of  peribns  intcrcfted  in  the  inquiry, 
and  parties  in  the  accufation,  and  he  had  even  been  denied  the  me- 
rit of  an  acquitted  felon. 

General  SiyilTH  faid,  that  in  matters  of  commercial  concern, 
he  would  not  confult  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  but  would 
rely  more  implicitly  upon  the  authority  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank. 
Within  fix  months  after  the  cftimatcs  of  tbc  year  were  provided, 
and  ample  fupplies  granted,  it  became  neceffary  to  difcharge  the  fcr- 
vices  of  laft  year  by  an  anticipation  of  the  fupphes  of  the  prefcnt 
year.  He  was  forry  to  fee  that  bills  of  this  nature  had  been  em- 
ployed. He  confidered  it  as  an  unmanly  collufion  unworthy  the 
great  government  of  a  great  nation.  He  did  not,  however,  thmfe 
that  the  tranfa<3:ion  amounted  to  that  fraud  which  the  refold. ion  cx< 
Vol.  XLV.  2  E 
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1,  yet  he  hoped  that  fuch  an  expedient  would  ;iever  again  b 
id.  He  conceived  that  Hamburgh  was  choTen  as  the  plao 
which  the  bills  were  dated,  to  excite  a  belief  that  the  loan  6 
mpcror  had  been  remitted  by  bills  of  exchange,  and  thus  t< 
in  air  of  probability  to  the  tranTa^ion  and  of  refpc^bility  b 
ills.  Though  he  highly  difapproved  the  mcafurc,  he  oouli 
Tent  to  the  proportion  in  the  Refolution  in  its  utmoft  extent 
tierefore  would  give  no  vote  at  all. 

r.  JEKYLL  rofe  to  reply.  He  adverted  to  what  had  beci 
»y  Mr.  Long,  withregard  tothefpiritof  the  Aftof  Parliamcr 
:  23d  jcar  of  the  prefent  reign,  asalfo  to  what  had  been  laii 
lothcr  gentleman  on  that  fide ;  they  both  agreed  that  the  appli 
1  whicti  they  made  of  the  pra£)ice  did  not  fquare  with  the  lettc 
at  a£t ;  they  contented  themfelves  with  filing  that  they  ver 
in  defending  the  inode  of  tranfa£ting  thefe  bills,  by  the  prac 
which  had  obtained  ever  lince  the  pafTing  of  that  a£) ;  novh 
confcfs  that  what  was  dircflly  in  the  teeth  of  the  afl  could  ne 
c  defended  on  the  fcorc  of  praflice.  The  moment  there  wa 
larture  from  the  a6l,  then  it  was  infringed  ;  and  it  wras  a  ba 
of  ai^uing  to  maintain  that  we  ate  right  in  difobeying  the  order 
1  a&  of  PaTliament,  becaufc  others  had  difobcyed  them  ;  an 
praftice  which  thefe  honourable  gentlemen  infilled  upon,  wa 
ing  Icfs  than  an  entire  contravencion  of  the  a£t  of  Parliameni 
h  r^rd  to  the  cafe  of  the  Edinbtirgh  bills  which  had  been  al 
i  to  by  the  worthy  Baronet,  he  muft  remark,  that  it  differc 
ly  from  the  prefent,  for  in  that  cafe  all  the  parties  concerned  i 
ills  knew  what  they  were ;  whereas,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  ih 
et  of  any  one  of  thefe  bills  could  have  no  knowledge  whateve 
:ic  real  nature  of  the  tranfa£lion.  Befidcs,  thefe  Edinburg 
could  not  have  been  fubject  to  any  law  concerning  (lamps,  fc 
were  prior  to  the  ftamp  a^  concerning  bills  of  exchange,  fo  thi 
Kuallel  which  the  worthy  Baronet  had  drawn,  did  not  apply  t 
prefent  cafe.  Much  had  been  faid  on  the  evidence  of  Mi 
gan,  as  given  before  the  Committee.  Mr-  Morgan  was  a  ma 
iHnitc  credit  and  unque(\ionable  veracity,  and  on  whof*  ev; 
e  there  could  not  (airly  be  fixed  a  particle  of  doubt.  And  hei 
ould  not  help  obferving,  he  was  furprifed  that  fome  genilcme 
fat  on  that  Committee  (hould  have  conduced  themfelves  : 
had  done,  and  particularly  one  of  them.  When  the  Char 
ir  of  the  Exchequer  was  implicated  in  the  qucfiion  before  tl 
ife,  he  very  properly  withdrew  ;  he  wondered  that  fome  perfoi 
ight  did  not  obferve  the  fame  degree  of  delicacy.  Many  ger 
len  lat  upon  that  Committee  as  aihitiators  to  decide  upon  the 
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Own  delinquency,  and  one  of  thofc  very  pcrTons  who  arc  accufcd 
the  [vcfcnt  motion,  now  modcftly  faid  that  Mr.  Morgan  was  nol 
be  believed  on  his  examination.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqi 
now  thought  it  prudent,  in  the  charaflcr  of  a  chained  dclinque 
and  thai  on  a  charge  as  fcrious  as  any  that  could  well  be  laid  to  a 
man's  chara3er,  to  remain  totally  filent.  He  fuffercd  his  dcfci 
to  be  conducted  by  his  friends,  (no  doubt  of  their  ability],  bul 
was  a  little  unfortunate  they  could  not  agree  in  the  ntodcof  condu< 
ing  his  defence.  The  Attornfiy  General  was  of  opinion,  that 
adtion  might  be  brought  by  the  holder  of  thcfe  bills.  The  Solici 
General  was  of  another  opinion.  Now  he  would  fay  that  he  ( 
not  know  how  th^ holder  of  one  of  thefc  bills  could  have.proceed 
to  enforce  payjnent.  He  did  not  know,  in  the  event  of  a  char 
of  Adminiftration,  between  the  iffuing  of  thcfe  bills,  and  the  tii 
they  became  due,  what  remedy  the  holder  had.  He  did  not  km 
that  a  fucCccding  Miniftcr  could  be  bound  on  what  the  Attorr 
General  called  the  good  faith  of  Gt^ernment,  to  take  up  thefe  bi 
and  difcharge  them }  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  might  app( 
to  that  Minider  to  be  applicable  to  other  purjKifcs.  The  Solici 
General,  however,  doubted  whether  any  aflion  at  all  could 
brought  by  the  holder  of  fuch  bills ;  and  he  believed  the  latter  g( 
tlcman  was  ri^t.  He  wanted  to  know  how  he  could  bring  fu 
an  aSion.  How  could  he  come  into  a  Court  of  Law  but  by  a  fi 
mal  aftion  ?  That  action  mull  be  brought  againll  fomebody.  [Hi 
there  was  fomething  faid  over  the  table  from  the  Treafury  Ben 
which  we  could  not  hear] — on  which  Mr.  Jekyll  obferved :  "  At 
ther  of  the  friends  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  tells  i 
you  Giinnot  bring  any  aftion  at  all.  Here  is  another  beautiful  fi 
turc  in  the  character  of  this  tranfa£)ion.  They  arc  not  only  i 
titioug  bills,  but  you  cannot  have  any  remedy  on  them  in  a  C01 
of  Law,  Now,  they  are  under  the  neccffity  of  invalidating  th 
own  bills  in  order  to  defend  their  own  condu£l.  I  fay  it  is  the  di 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  look  forward  to  the  prelTi 
of  public  a6airs  when  he  makes  a  loan.  He  fhould  Have  hat 
foreli^t  of  the  neceflTity  of  having  two  millions  and  a  half  in  t 
month  of  September,  after  he  had  borrowed  18  millions  for  1 
fervice  of  the  year.  The  Public  have  this  budnefs  before  them 
the  Houfe  has  this  buGnefs  before  it.  If  this  Houfc  thinks  d 
after  the  arguments  thev  have  heard,  the  preffurc  of  it  demai 
they  (hould  fiipport  the  Miniftcr,  the  affair  is  theirs.  If  they  thi 
ihat  from  what  they  have  heard  on  this  fide,  the  Houfe  calls  for 
better  anfwcr  than  has  been  given  upon  this  fubjefl,  I  have  nothi 
to  fay  more  than  to  protctt>  that  to  my  mind  the  total  fUence  of- 
2  £  2 
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unceUor  of  the  Exc^ucr  ^ves  die  cMifekiufnels  be  ^Is  of  I 
al-admi nitration — -That  he  began  widi  fuperdlioBliiels,  and 
ids  with  defeat  and  tilcnce  ! 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  agreed  with  the  fcndmcnts  of  Gene 
nith  npon  this  fubje^,  that  the  condud  of  the  MiniSer  was  c 
smely  irregular  as  a  man  of  bufinefs ;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
>  the  length  of  fraudulent,  as  Hated  in  the  uriginal  motion. 
The Houfe  divided; 

For  the  previous- qucftion  -  -  109 

For  the  original  refolution  -  -  24. 

— '^5 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  lecond  refolution ; 
For  it  -  -  8 

Againil  it  -  -      108 

— —1 00 
While  flrnngers  were  out,  wc  underfland  diat  a  debate  tc 
bee  on  a  point  of  order.  Sir  William  Young  had  caU<;d  for 
Ivilion,  and  that  the  Ayes  (hould  go  out,  but  did  not  go  out  hi 
Jf,  which  Mr.  Grey  thought  diforderly,  and  2  very  pcrinted  a 
erlation  took  place.  The  matter  was  at  laft  fettled  by  the  Spcab 
nd  the  other  orders  of  the  day  being  difpofcd  of,  the  Houfe  ; 
xirned. 

Tuejday,y  March  I. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftatcd,  that  on  a  former  nigltf  he  \ 
ibmittcd  his  ideas  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  defefls  of  the  Poor  L31 
nd  he  wilhed  that  a  fair  opportunity  Qiould  be  afibrded  of  difcufT 
K  fubje£t.     His  ideas  were  not  then  by  any  means  matured,  i 

II  that  he  intended  at  prefent  was,  merely  to  move  for  leave 
nng  in  a  bill,  in  which  he  might  arrange  thofe  ideas  which  w 
icn  very  imp^rfc^Iy  conveyed.  He  thought  it  unneceHary  to 
Kwe  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  than  merely  to  exprefs  his  wifti,  that ; 
ill  Hiould  be  brought  in  and  printed  before  £aI1:er.  He  beg 
owever  that  the  bill,  when  it  appeared,  might  not  be  confide 
(  affijrdiiig  a  perfciSl  and  complete  remedy  for  the  exittii^  cv 
iJt  merely  as  a  mode  of  attrailing  the  attention,  and  coUetSlii^  ' 
ntiments  of  the  Houfe,  upon  a  fubjcdl  of  great  and  prefili^  i 
Jrtance.  He  would  therefore  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  b 
ir  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Relief  a 
mployment  of  the  Poor.  - 

Leave  was  given,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  Mr.  RYDE 
id  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  were  appointed  10  prepare  and  bring  in  ) 
ill. 


Mai.  1-3  ,'  t)EBATES. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  &id,  that  he  was  iDduced.  bf  two  «k 
dcntions,  to  fubmit  to  the  Hotifc  the  motions  which  he  was  ab 
tD  propofe— the  alarming  rile  on  the  price  of  bread,  and  the  g 
fcveriqr  of  ihe  weather.  The  high  price  of  bread  was  z  fafl 
evident  to  be  dbubted,  and,  too  melancholy  not  to  be  Ununtcd. 
lliould  be  hiB  object,  at  prefcnt,  to  point  out  the  mofl  dsvioas  in 
of  rcdrefTuig  the  grievance.  The  fcarcity,  in  his  opinion,  procec 
frf>m  the  confi^idation  of  fiirms,  and  an  enormous  monopoly  am 
great  and  opulent  farmers,  mcalmcD,  and  fiour- dealers.  In  c 
AnnatiDn  of  his  qiinion,  he  read  extrafls  from  fcvcral  letters  wi 
he  had  received  from  different  quarters  of  the  country,  in  which 
writers Uamed  the  immenfe  exportation  toGuernfey  and  Jerfej 
a  principfil  caufe  of  the  exilling  evil.  Another  gentleman  fta 
that  as  he  was  travelling  by  lught,  he  had  met  with  yafl  numi 
of  waggons  laden  widi  flour,  in  the  neighbourhood  at  Richmi 
YorkfluTc,  driving  to  the  fca  craft,  for  exportation.  It  is  im 
fiUe,  £iid  Mr.  Lcchmere,  that  the  poor  man  can  live,  or 
comfort  can  be  extended  to  the  indulfaious  cottager,  whilH  I 
diabolical  prafliaes  are  permitted  to  cxift.  I'he  fcarcity,  he  t 
tended,  was  in  a  great  micafurc  a  mere  bugbear,  held  forth  to 
people,  under  which  the  opulent  farmers  contrived  to  keep  ti 
gfofs  and  fcandalous  monopoly,  a  mere  pretence  fen-  alarming 
nation,  and  promoting  the  fcltifh  views  of  thefe  fuckers  of  b1 
from  the  people.  He  b^ged  leave  to  mention  to  thcHoulc  a 
cumfbuue  which  had  occurred  to  him  the  other  day :  a  coach) 
to  Mis.  Hairiibn,  Grofvenor-fquare,  brou^t  him  a  quarten 
wheat,  along  with  a  few  ears  of  unpoundcd  wheat,  all  whtdi, 
£tid,  he  had  picked  frnii  a  tingle  tnifs  of  ftraw.  The  wj 
weighed  three  pounds  four  ounces,  which  was  as  much  as 
weight  of  a  quartern  loaf.  From  this  he  calculated,  that  in  a  (ii 
load  of  Ihaw  there  are  thirty  quartern  loaves  lofl,  which  affiti 
this  concluliiHi,  diat  g^in  was  not  fo  fcarce  as  was  rcprefen 
clTc  the  farmers  would  be  more  careful  in  threfhing  out  the  o 
This  wafte  he  accounted  for,  from  the  thrcftier  being  paid  by 
tnifs,  or  the  buflicl,  inftead  of  by  the  day.  To  prevent  niore 
lies,  he  fuggdled,  that  as  there  are  two  ovcrfcors  at  prefcnt  in  c 
coiiiiry  parifti,  there  fliould  be  two  Com  InrpciSors  a|^n 
who  fliould  deliver  in,  every  year,  an  exafl  account  of  the  prtx 
of  each  fnm  in  the  pariih.  This  proceedii^  could  «xcitc  no 
loufy,  as  all  the  farmers  in  the  parifli  would  be  obliged  to  ao 
the  office  in  their  turn. — Of  all  the  pefts  with  which  fociety 
infefted,  jobbers  were  the  mbft  pernicious.  It  was  to  jobber 
cattle  that  ^e  prefimt  high  price  of  butcher's  meat  was  to  be  afcrit 
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^d  jobbers  in  conx  produced  the  fcarcity  which  \ii^s  now  lamented. 
He  had  heard  that  the  cattle  jobbers  go  no  lefs  than  2oo  miles  from 
town,  to  intercept  the  cattle  coming  to  the  London  market,  and 
that,  before  they  reach  Smithficld,  they  pafs  through  no  lefs  than 
iiK  or  feven  hands,  all  of  whom  have  conliderable  profits.  Com, 
be  had  no  doubt,  was  foreftalled  in  a  fimilar  manner.  Coal  fa£tors 
,were  not  allowed  to  be  coal  dealers,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the 
fame  prohibition  (hould  not  extend  to  com  fadors,  and  every  per- 
fon  who  wifhed  to  become  a  corn  dealer  be  obliged  to  take  out  a 
licence.  Since  taxes  muft  be  paid,  let  them  rather  be  paid  by  the 
rich  and  opulent  dealer,  than  fcrewing  from  the  hard  hands  of  the 
working  poor.  He  fuggeAed  alfo,  that  there  (hould  be  a  regular 
account  taken,  by  an  Excifeman,  of  the  quantity  of  com  in  poflcfTion 
of  the  corn-dealer,  and  that  he  (hould  not  be  permitted  to  purchafe 
more,  after  having  a  certain  quantity,  till  four-fifths  of  his  ftore 
(hould  be  difpofed  of.  The  fmall  famples  of  com  that  were  brought 
to  market,  Mr.  Lechmere  alledged  to  be  the  caufe  of  a  great  hard- 
ihip  to  the  poor ;  for  when  a  poor  man  wanted  a  bufhel  of  wheat 
from  his  maAer,  he  was  told  that  he  could  not  have  it,  becaufe  all 
his  crop  was  difpofed  of.  To  remedy  this  evil,  he*would  propoTc 
that  never  lefs  than  a  bu(hel  (hould  be  brought  to  market  as  a 
fample ;  that  there  (hould  be  a  public  granary  in  every  market  town, 
where  ^hefe  bu(hels  (hould  be  depo(ited,  and  fold  out  to  the  poor; 
and  that  in  every  pari(h  there  (hould  be  a  hand-mill  and  an  oven, 
by  which  they  could  get  it  prepared  into  bread.  He  venerated  the 
poor,  as  the  (Irength  and  moft  refpedable  part  of  the  communis ; 
he  pitied  their  diflrefTcs,  and  he  wi(hcd  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  alleviate  thenv  For  this  purpofe,  the  grand  obje£t  was, 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  corn ;  and  he  would  propofe,  that  vef- 
fels  (hould  be  freighted  folcly  for  the  purpo(c  of  exporting  to  Gucrn- 
fey  and  Jerfey ;  that  the  captain  (hould  have  ^  certificate  from  the 
Excife  officer  at  the  port  where  he  took  in  his  cargo  ;  that  he  (faould 
be  obliged  to  bring  a  certificate  from  the  port  where  he  landed; 
and  that,  on  convidion  of  forgery,  the  puniflimeat  (hould  be  death 
without  the  benefit  of  clergy.  He  hoped  to  be  excufed  for  tref- 
paffing  fo  far  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe ;  but  the  di(xre(res  of 
the  poor  at  this  moment  were  fuch,  that  it  was  a  reflection  upon 
the  Legiflature  not  to  take  fome  fleps  to  remedy  them.  In  the  part 
of  the  country  from  which  he  came,  (Worcefter),  the  laborer's 
wages  were  not  more  than  6s.  a  week :  the  quartern  loaf  was  now 
at  IS.  3d.  and,  fuppofing  a  poor  man  to  have  a  wife  and  five  or 
fix  children,  he  wifhed  to  know  how  he  can  fumi(h  them  even 
with  bread  to  eat.     He  dwelt  upon  tbefe  things,  not  to  inflame  the 
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minds  of  the  people,  but  to  excite  the  Houfe  to  take  fome  fteps  to 
alleviate  dieir  calamities.  He  concluded  with  moving,  ^*  That  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  be  directed  to  move  the  Houfe  for 

« 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  corn  ;  and  alfo 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  corn  from  being  fold  at  market 
by  fmall  famples." 

Mr.  FRANCIS  rofe  to  fccond  the  motion.     He  cxpreflcd  his 
regret,  that  a  fubjeft  fo  extremely  important  (hould  not  have  at- 
traded  a  more  numerous  attendahce,  and  that  the  efforts  of  the 
honourable  mover,  directed  to  an  objedt  of  the  higheft  national 
concern,  (hould  not  receive  the  attention  which  they  fccmed  to  de- 
fervc.      Though  there  were  many  points  in  which  he  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman,  there  were  fome  parts  of  his  ftatement 
on  which  he  felt  himfelf  difpofed  fomewhat  to  differ  with  him  in 
opinion.      But  from  this  difference  of  fentiment,  and  even  out  of 
the  contradiction^  of  ihofe  who  were  linccrely  defirous  to  promote 
the  fame  object,  and  anxious  to  colle6l  every  point  of  polTible  in- 
formation,  fome  good  might  arife.     The  rcfult  of  their  enquiries 
might  add  fomething  to  the  (tock  of  knowledge  of.thofe  who  were 
engaged  in  more  elaborate  and  extenlive  refearches  ;  and  their  li- 
mited  or  jarring  views  might  enable  perfons,  of  more  enlightened 
and  comprehenlive  minds,  to  form  a  more  perfe£l  and  fatisfadtory 
conclufion. — ^There  was  one  point  on  which  he  moft  completely 
agreed,  namely,  the  propriety  of  taking  the  poor  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  millers,  and  aflbrding  them   an  opportunity  tp  grind  for 
themfelves  ;  but  on  that  particular  topic  he  (hould  fay  more  here- 
after.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned  one  important 
faft,  which  afcertained  that,  in  threfhing  out  one  trufs,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  wheat  had  been  wafted.     The  fa6l  was  extra- 
ordinary, and  entided  to  attention.     The  caufe  was  fufKciently  ob- 
vious.    Such  negligence  could  only  have  taken  place  with  refpedl 
to  the  property  of  a  large  fsirmer.     To  a  litde  farmer,  no  fuch  ac- 
cident could  have  happened  :  he  could  not  be  fo  carelefs  as  to  over- 
look fuch  a  grofs  inflance  of  negledl  on  the  part  of  his  labourers. 
That  nyafte  which  the  large  farmer  did  not  perceive,  from  the  ex- 
tent of  his  capital,  which  he  did  not  mifs  from  the  largenefs  of  his 
returns,  would  afFeft  very  differently  the  farmer  on  a  fmalkr  fcale. 
If  fimilar  profuiion  fhould  refult  from  his  inattention,  the  confe- 
quencc  to  him  muft  be  fpeedy  and  inevitable  ruin.     Here  then  was 
fo  far  a  proof  of  the  mifchief  of  large  farms,  and  of  the  tendency 
^hich  they  had  to  increafe  the  evil  of  a  fcarcity. — But  agreeing 
widi  the  honourable  gentleman  on«this  point,  he  was  not  ^ually 
prepared  to  fay  that  the  exigence  of  jobbers  was  altogether  mif- 
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icvotn.  He  did  not  know  whethef,  inflcad  of  being  rcpxdtd 
urioui  ifionopolifts,  ihcy  are  not  rather  to  be  confidcied  as  ct 
ikm  3gciit!i  for  keeping  up  the  communication  betivccn 
*ki;ts  ami  the  farmers,  and  ttanfmitting  fupplics   from  one  f 

the  cu'jntry  to  rinochcr.  He^had  ftrong  Houbt  tvhnli.r,  in  i 
intof  vic'.v,  ihpy  Au^jV.t  r/-:  "to  l-v '-n,- ,,iii;.-I  ^.  livf.lajo 
i  whether  t!:cir  uriliry  mi^^bt  mn  h?  :)'•'.]  \-]u::-:t    :-  ;■:  --i-d  by 

nger  of  running  in  with  popular  prrju  *i.'  .I'l  :■  -it;,;!.  "LV 
:  name  of  Jobber,  a  cry  might  be  raiit;'    ,  ■  i  ■  ii-^i 

lofe  fervices  were,  in  h&,  extiemely  benehi..  -  ■  ^  tJnir 
y.  An  innocent,  and  even  meritorious  charatt.  .  .night  ,bc^ 
t  vi<3im  of  rafli  calumny  and  unmerited  odium.— As  a  proof 
:  mifchief  of  iar;ze  farms,  Mr.  Francis  mentioned,  that  a  in 
rm  on  his  cftite  falling  vacant,  a  p^irfon  who  rented  a  large  fi 
plied  to  be  the  tenant  ^  and  found  means  to  get  it  into  his  han 
c  paid  a  liberal  rent,  and  perhaps  coald  afford  il  belter  thj 
orcr  man,  whofe  nceelTity  would  have  ftimulatcd  him  to  grr 
rlbnal  exertions.  But  what  was  the  confequencc?  The  houfc 
e  farm,  (he  out-houfes,  and  the  materials  of  induftry  in 
^hbourhood,  were  allowed  to  fall  into  a  tbtc  of  dilapidation ; 
cay.  Upon  applying  to  a  judicious  friend,  who  was  ikilled 
cfc  matters,  he  (Mr.  Francis)  received  this  advice,  *'  Nevei 
t  any  larm  to  a  tenant  who  did  not  live  upon  the  prcmifcs, 
:h  a  coiKluft  muft  always  tend  to  the  deftruiftion  of  the  houi 
d  ibo  materials  of  indunry  colle^ed  in  the  neighbourhood.' 
rith  rcfpcct  to  the  complaint  of  lai^  quantities  Of  com  being 
olTcd  by  the  farmers,  he  did  not  know  how  fir  any  precaution 
is  (brC  was  rcilly  pernicious.  It  was  unqueilionably  requifiie 
ive  fomc  f^k  on  hand,  and,  if  It  could  be  conveniently  manag 

would  be  dciirablc  to  have  public  magazines.  1'he  conduct 
rmers  then,  in  holding  a  large  quantity  In  their  own  ban 
rved  in  fome  fort  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  magazine :  and 
r  as  it  had  this  effcdt,  it  was  tliat  very  condufl  which,  if  adop 

any  other  form.  Government  ought  to  encourage  and  pio« 
lit  ihc  objed  which  he  had  moft  at  heart,  and  which  had  chii 
duccd  him  to  rife,  relued  lo  the  grindti^  nf  com. — The  mHct 

the  poorer  ctalTes,  in  his  view  of  the  fubjcft,  arofc  not  fo  mi 
Dm  (he  bakers  and  farmers,  as  from  the  mealmcn  and  mill< 
lierc  was  one  criterion  from  which  he  judged  ;  he  had  not  he 
at  farmers  and  bakers  acquired  large  fortunes  firom  the  profit: 
*ii  bufmefs;  he  hardly  knew  one  inltarrce  of  a  rich  baker.  1 
lillerswerc  ihofe  who  were  chiefly  benefited  ;   out  of  fixt)-i 
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poondiof  gn^»  thflr  itJtumed  oply  forty-iixpf iflouf -^ ^ 

one  pound  fi^r  br^n,  thlsftiU  left ,;i:  CQniid^rablc  proppftipn,  'which 

they  contrived  ^  get  for  therofclycs,  cither  by  means  of  £alfe  weight, 

or    under  pfctcnce  of  toll.     By  the  bye,  he  remarked,;  that  this 

jpradiveotigbc  for  evq-  to  be  abolj^ied.     The  miller  .pggh/^  jiQt  j^ 

be  permitted  toexa^paymait.ibrbis.  labour  in  kind.    It  wa^  an  * 

opening  for  every  fpccics  of  abufeapd  fraud  ;  they  oifght  to  receive 

their  ^ymcnt  according  to  the  number  ofb^ifliels.  ^f;^^: noticed  a 

crircuqnfhiice  wl>ichy  iniiis  opirnopy,\pas  exceedii^y  improper,  anfl 

called  for  inquiry  ;:  in  fpme  part  ^f  the  country^  he  bjdicvedjjkir- 

(etihire,  one  perfon  united  the  following  charad^ers,  farmer,  ,|nea}- 

masiy  noiller,  baker,  and,  merchant^  .  Such  ^  Unipn.pf  occupations 

afib^ded  an  opportunity  for  very  unfair  advantages.     Some  i^gfila' 

tion  ought  to  be  adopted,  compeUing  the  millers  to  take  cnly  moi^ey, 

and  to  give  a  more  cxajSl  return  of  the  grain  put  into  their  handf. 

He  ihould  add  on]y  one  word  more.     In  India  he  bad  frequently 

witneiTed  com. ground  by  the  hand.     At  the  door  of  every  houfc, 

men,  women,  and  evpn  children,  were  to  be  fccn /grinding,  qpip 

\pith  the  gi^t^  cafe.     Could  the  pradlLie  .be  adopted  in  this,  ^^t 

would  ^ye  to  thcipopr.the  whole  of  thpfc  exorbitant  profits  which 

were  nm  cngroflcd  by  the  miller.     Here  Mr.  Frar]cis.r«|d  fxqniJSk. 

letter  a  defcription  of  .the  hand-mvll  en)ployedjin  India,  of  wbich'^e 

alio  csEbibit^  a  fmall  ^nod^l  on  the  table. 

The  following  is  the  dcfcription  of  the  mill. 

It  is  conftitutedpf  two  circular  horizontal  ilones,  rough  on  the  intide, 
Ztid  the  under  one  the  mod  weighty,  in  order  to  prcfcrve  them  fleacfy  in 
circulation ;  their  dcnfity  and  diameter  being  rendered  coinmenfuralc 
to  the  fize  and  ftrength  of  the  perfon,  whether.man,  woman,  9r  child, 
who  is  to  Work  tbem  ;  the  Upper,  (lone  moves  vertically  loofe  on  theaxi^^ 
to  yield  a  cavity,  fufiiciently  capacious,  for  the  reception  of  different 
quantities  and  qualities  of  grain  ;  thq  holes  on  each  fide  the  pivot  are 
for  admiffion  of  the  feed,  taken  from  a  meaftire,  placed  within  reach  of 
etrher  hand,  through  thofe  apertures,  the  grain  fails  between  the  iionn; 
the  handle  is  placed  diAant  as  pollible  from  thecentre^  to  facilitate,,  as 
well  as.  to  accelerate  the  rotatory  motion. 

In  various  economical  trails,  andlegiflativc  difcuflions  relative  to  pro- 
Tifions  recently  given  to  khc  public,  trcguent  reprefencations  ar^  exhi- 
bited of  frauds  perpetrated  in  mills,  to' the  exceeding  dcrrinpieDtof  :tj|ie 
poor ;  a  diOribution,  therefore,  of  this  little  machine,  or  of  one  ;of  f^pi-* 
lar  conftru  rtion,  on  any  previous  deflgn,  amongft  the  indigent  and  la- 
borious clafles  of  the  community,  the  needy  tenantry  of  landed  pro- 
perty, or  within  the  houfe  of  induftry,  might  conduce,  probably,  to 
their  Immediate  benefit  ii^  point  of  fubhiitnce,  and  to  their  eventual  i^* 
Uef  and  comfott. 

The  fabrication  of  them  may  be  rendered  cheap,  by  ufing  the,  old 
Worn-dowB  (lones  of  wind,  water,  or  other  large  mills. 

Such  a  mill  might  be  introduced  in  all  villages,  af  an  eiepenceof 
foacteen  or  fifteen  Ihillings.     It  could  be  managed  with  the  greaicft 
Vol.  XLV.  a  F  j 
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«atc  by  the  children,  who  had  nottung  elfc  to  do,-  who  mi^t ' 

grind  a  fufficient  quantity  of  grain  for  the  confumption  of  the  fan 

In  addition  to  this  mill,  he  Ihould  propoTc,  to  have  in  every  vill 

,  *a  public  bake-houfe,  where  the  poor  might  bake  their  own  bi 

'  which  wtnild  alfo  be  to  them  a  circumlbnce  of  conlider<ibIc  &v 
He  concluded  with  returning  thanks  to  his  honourable  friend, 

■  die  attention  he  had  (hewn  in  bringing  forward  tliis  fubjed. 

Mr,  POWYS  was  of  opinion,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
clucvous'thah  to  propagate  ati  o^nioti,  that  the  prefcnt  was  a  I 
tious  and  artificial  fcarcity.  The  honourable  member  who  n 
Ae  motion  Ihould  have  attended  the  Committee,  and  then 
would  have  learned  that  many  of  the  alTcrtions  in  his  fpccch 
unfounded.  The  people  fhould  be  taught  to  expert  to  feel 
cffeiSs  of  thcfeafon,  and  Qiould  be  informed,  that  Parliament 
ufing  its  utmoft  endeavours  to  alleviate  the  dit^refles  that  were  li 
to  occur  from  the  foilure  of  the  wheat  harvcft.  The  honoui 
member  muJl  have  (hut  his  eyes  to  the  fafts  which  had  been  bro 
forward  in  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whei 
ftated  that  the  fcarcity  was  artificial  and  fictitious,  aiifing  frc 
combination  of  the  farmers  and  dealers  in  com.  But  the  pi 
ihou1d~look  to  what  the  l^iflature  had  done,  and  was  dcung; 
'  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  fet  an  example,  which,  if  fotloweti 
would,  he  had  ;no  doubt,  relieve  (he  fcarcity  in  an  cxtraordi 
degree,  until  the  return  of  the  next  harveft.  The  mcafure  re( 
mended  by  the  honourable  member,  with  rcfpefl  to  preventinj 
miUcr  tiom  taking  toll,  and  obliging  him  to  receive  money  as  a 
ftitute,  was  a- matter,  which  if  the  lionourable  gentleman  hat 
tended  to,  he  would  have  fecn  that  the  Committee  had  air 
taken  into  its  confideration. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  what  had  been  recommended  by  the  hon 

able  member,  for  the  rt^utationuf  the  exportation  of  t:om, 

'  partly  the  law^fince  the  reign  of  Charles  II.     In  the  a£ts  of 

13th  and  14th  of  that  Monarch,  it  was  enadcd,  (hat  all  vt 

-  which  carried  corn  coa(i-ways,  (houU  be  (hipped  in  6x  prefenc 

an  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  from  whom  a  certificate  was  granted 

,   be  delivered  to  the  officer  of  the  port  for  which  the  vdTcl  was  defli 

In  corifcqucncc  of  this  meafure,  every  fraudulent  attempt  to  ex 

to  foreu^n  countries  was  always  deteflcd.     With  refpe£i  to  ^ 

■  had  been  ftated  of  the  fupplyfent  to  the  iflands  of  Jcrfey  and  Gu 
fey.  It  never  amounted  to  more  than  9,500  quarters,  and  a 
only  be  (hipped  at  Soutliampton,  and  from  the  zeal  of  the  j 
officers,  he  was  firmly  persuaded  that  the  (llpi^tcd  quantity 
never  fraudulently  exceeded.     If  ^e  capains  dccliocd  diung  t 
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duty,  in  exhibiting  tbar  legal  dcxnutnents,  they  wen  liable  to  1 
action  in  the  Exchequer.  So  far  the  law  flood  precifely  in  the  fitu. 
tion  the  honourabte  gentleman  wifhed,  and  he  therefore  hoped  th 
he  would  not  perlifl  in  his  motion, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  had  received  many  letters  froi 
his  conftituents  in  Yorkfhire,  complaining  of  the  exportation  < 
com.  This  circumftance  he  rcprefented  to  Government,  and  di 
covered  that  the  reprefcntations  proceeded  from  error.  He  agree 
with  his  honourable  finend  (Mr.  PowysJ  that  the  honourable  merr 
bcr  who  made  the  motion  did  not  attend  the  Committee  above  ftair 
ivhcre  he  might  have  fu^efted  his  ideas  without  having  recourfe  t 
that  fon  of  declamation  in  Parliament,  which  was  more  liiccly  t 
raifc  a  fpirii  of  jcaloufy  in  the  people,  than  to  allay  their  dinrelTc! 
He  himfclf,  though  certainly  he  had  a  variety  of  bufinefs,  attcnde 
conf^antly  ;  and  the  honourable  member  who  Ipolte  laft,  thougi 
iiWl  more  employed  in  public  bulinefs,  gave  every  afliOancc  to  th 
prefent  inquiry  of  Parliament,  the  great  obje^  of  which  was  t 
aidopt  fuch  pnxrcedin^  as  might  enable  the  corn  at  prefent  in  th 
country,  to  laft,  with  frugality,  till  the  next  harveft. 

Mr.  CURWEN  was  of  opinion,  that  the  propolitions  of  th. 
honourable  member  who  made  the  motion,  were  in  a  great  meafur< 
fubftantiatcd'by  thofe,  by  whom  he  was  attempted  to  be  anfwcred 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  every  gentleman  who  came  before  Parlia- 
tnentto  deliver  hisfentiments  on  the  prefent  important  bufmefs 
fhould  meet  with  a  patient  hearing,  and  not  an  indignant  repulfe 
From  a  candid  invcfligaiion  of  the  fubjefl,  he  had  no  doubt  bu: 
there  exillcd  a  combination  of  evils,  to  which  the  poor  foil  vi^iirts 
In  this  view  he  confidercd  lai^  farms.  The  holders  ofthefeoi 
courfo  polTefTed  extenlive  granaries,  and  could  take  advantage  ol 
the  markets  ;  while  the  fmall  farmer  was  obliged  to  bring  his  HocIi 
to  market)  and  fell  it  at  a  reafonable  price>  He  concluded  by  re- 
peating what  he  had  afierted  on  a  former  night,  that  the  price  ol 
meal  fhould  be  regulated  by  the  price  of  the  grain,  from  which  i 
was  produced. . 

General  SMITH  maintained  that  no  gentleman  ought  to  be  re- 
prehended for  (bting  his  fentiments  before  Parliament  in  his  Lcgif 
live  capacity.  He  attended  the  Committee  above  (iajrs ;  but  nc 
gentleman,  he  contended,  who  did  not  attend,  {hould  be  cenfurc< 
forgiving  every  information  to  the  Houfe  on  fo  important  a  quef 
lion.  He  firmly  believed  that  there  vas  a  combination  betweci 
the  miller  and  the  farmer,  and  perhaps  the  merchant,  to  keep  u| 
the  market,  oiherwife  there  could  not  be  that  extraordinary  rife  i 
the  price  of  corn  which  had  taken  place  within  the  laft  wcel 
a  F  s 
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^^  gtiiflcthen  ackfioWledgcil'tfUt  (ftcy  reefciftd  AunAcrtriTsI 
rs  conijd^ihirtg  of  an  illegal  exportation  ^  cOtB,  he  ifiAfled  t 
crc  was  much  ground  for  fufpicioh. 

General  TARLETON  was  opinion  that  the  honoiirabU  mi 
T  who  made  the  motion,  was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Ho 
[e  was  of  opinion  that  the  jobbiire  in  corti  were  the  caufc  of 
■cfcnt  high  price  of  bread,  which  every  gentleman  of  fcding 
lUanthropy  muft  deplore. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  of  opinion  Aat  the  t^flature  (hould 
iterfere  with  rcfpefl  to  the  fixe  of  farms.  If  fuch  a  meafure 
joptcd,  fhany  being  extcnfive  trafts,  which  were  alone  conf 
I  tillage,  would,  by  being  parcelled  obt  aTtongfevcral  hands, 
roduce  near  the  quantity  of  grain.  As  to  the  remark  made  Or 
irefhing  of  corn,  that  wanted  no  r^ulaiion,  aa  the  laws  woul 
wfiirmerjufticc  if  hislabourersneglcflcdtheir  work.  ThcC 
littce  had  already  come  to  a  refolurion  to  oblige  the  miller  to 
loney  inftead  of  toll ;  and  confidering  the  fteps  which  it  had  lal 
ic  would  move  that  "  The  Chairman  do  leave  the  chair." 

Mr.  LECHMERE  contended,  that  fmcc  the  Committee 
10  one  flep  had  ^cn  taken  to  alleviate  the  diftreflts  of  the  p 
)e  meant  no  reflexion  on  the  Committee,  and  difclaimcd  any 
entton  of  inflaming  the  public  mind  ;  no  man  was  a  greater  en 
0  public  outrage : — He  declared  that  he  never  courted  popul; 
it  the  cxpence  of  the  public  peace.  He  held  a  letter  in  his  h 
latcd  in  the  nAnth  of  November,  which  l^ted,  that  confider 
[uantities  of  com  had  been  exported  from  Morpeth  and  Red-bri 
o  the  coaft  of  France.  This  letter,  and  otlter  faifls,  he  fubm 
o  the  Committee,  but  they  had  met  with  no  attention,  and  he 
i«ated  with  neglefl ;  fueh  condu^  he  therefore  thought,  wa 
rcty  great  encouragement  to  induce  him  to  give  that  attendanci 
he  want  of  which  an  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafc 
:OmpIained. 

Mr.  MARTIN  rofe  to  notice  what  he  conceived  lo  be  a  mil 
yf  Mr.  Lechraere,  with  refpeia  to  the  price  of  labour  in  Worcc 
(hire.  Labourers  in  that  quarter  certainly  received  confidci 
more  -than  a'fliilling^^r  diem.  There  was  nobody  more  anx 
than  he  was  to  concur  in  every  propofition  for  the  relief  of  the  { 
but  from  what  he  had  heard  that  night,  he  fhould  be  induct 
prithhold  his  fupport  from  the  motion,  as  he  undcrfiood  thai 
Committee  were  doii^  every  thing  above  flairs  which  coulc 
cflcfiual  for/heobjcfl  in  view. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  fald,  that  the  honourable  mover  had  mentii 
many  ttungs  which  he  very,  much  approved  ;  but  as  there  was 
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ddng  iitttuied  in  the  femi  of  fab) mod       or  ^180  ifiittobjeft^ 
he  oould  not  ^e  it  his  iuppoit.     It  had  been  faid»  that  tha»  did 
not  exift  a  real  fcavcity ;  on  this  fubjied  h^  (houM  ^ve  no  opinion. 
But  furdy  it  was  a  queftbn  which  ought  not  to  be  left  in  uncertainty. 
There  was  fome  jivay  or  other  of  determining  it,  and  means  ought 
to  be  immediatelj  tsdcen,  in  order  to  afoertain  a  point  of  fo  much 
importamce,'  as  whedier  the  fcarcity  was  real  or  artificial.     If  the 
Icarcity  was  found  to  be  real^  the  loyalty  and  good  fenfe  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  would  difpofe  them  to  fubmit  in  patience.     It  refted 
ivitfa  Government  to  inftitute  the  inveftigation.     With  refped  to 
^Krhat  had  been  fiated  on  the  fubjedt  of  exportation  to  Guemfeyi  &c. 
he  Uved  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Southamptony  and  before  he  left 
the  country,  the  people  there  had  been  very  much  alarmed  at  the 
large  quantity  of  grain  brought  to  Southampton  for  the  purpofe  of 
beii^  exported.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  fatd,  that  by  law 
only  9,500  quarters  could  be  exported,  but  this  did  not  preclude 
moire  from  being  fent  out  of  the  country,  if  fubmitted  to  the  ih» 
ipe^on  of  the  proper  officers  ;  and  though  he  could  not  produce 
evidence  of  die  h&,  at  the  bar,  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that 
a  mudi  larger  quandty  had  a&ually  been  exported  from  Soudiamp. 
ton. 

Mr.  BUXTON  laniented,  that  an  idea  had  gone  abcoad,  diat 
dK  icarcity  was  not  real.  He  remarked  that  the  returns  ftom  (te 
Lords  Lieutenants  with  itfpeA  to  the  ftate  of  ihe  faarveft  in  the 
country,  were  generally  unfavourable  ;  and  that  at  any  rate,  as^ 
from  die  pieflure  of  icarcity,  wc  had  begun  with  the  laft  crop  two 
months  before  the  ufual  time/  there  mvA,  at  any  jrate^  be  a  defi* 
denqr  of  thofe  two  months. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  from  the  refdt  of  every  inquiry 

livhich  he  had  made,  he  laiitented  very  much  to  find  that  the  Icarcity 

was  real,  and  that  the  produce  of  laft  year's  crop  fell  very  much 

ihort  of  what  was  die  average  crop  of  the  country.     If  we  were  to 

«<mt}nue  to  exhauft  our  wheat  in  a  lavifh  manner,  without  any  re* 

^gard  to  the  deficiency  of  the  flock  in  hand,  the  confequence  muft 

be  a  real  <icarcity«     One  yfeful  efFediof  the  high  price  ofilour 

had  been  to  diminifh  the  confumption.     In  order  to  remove  to  a 

fiill  greater  diftance  the  period  of  a£lual  fcarcity,  it  was  of  the  ut- 

moft  importance  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  incredubus  a 

firm  convidion  of  the  immediate  and  prefTing  neceffity  of  adopting 

every  pefiible  oeconomical  regulation.     A  great  number  of  the  poor 

were,  as  he  believed,  erroneoufly  perfuaded  that' the  fcarcity  arofe 

from  die  prevalence  of  monopoly,  and  that  the  flateof  the  markets 

was  to  be.aforibed  to  the  condud  of  the  farmer  in  boarding  up  a 
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quantitf  of  grain,  in  <vder  to  eidunee  the  price.  A  pcjfaii 
was  very  inudi  convcrfant  with  the  poorer  clafBoT  the  commu- 

had  told  him  dtc  otjber  dayt  that  their  lai^uagc  on  the  pre- 
ittafion  was,  "  that  tbey  were  labourii^  under  great  diArdles, 
ihat  if  diefe  vrace  not  foon  remedied,  they  would  bear  ihor 
mger."  He  took  then  the  oppominity  to  rcprefcnt  to  him  flu 
Hty  to  incukale  the  impropriety  and  abfurdity  of  fuch  language 
efficacy  to  procure  any  relief  under  the  ai3ual  pretfurei  and  its  daii' 
IS  tendency  to  the  peace  of  the  country.  In  Henfordfhire,  th 
non  people  had  an  idea  that  the  mills  were  kept  at  work  for  Go 
ment.  It  was  ditlvcult  to  underAand  what  they  meant  by  this 
he  uncatinefs  they  expreffed  on  the  fubjcfl,  fufficiently  fhcwet 
they  entertained  a  fufpicion  of  fomc  unfair  dealing.  It  wn 
fsre  of  the  utmolt  canfequence  to  give  them  the  moft  convin- 
vidence,  thnt  the  fcarcity  proceeded  from  a  real  deficiency  d 
larvcft,  and  that  no  effeSual  remedy  could  be  found  for  the 

except  by  »  temporary  abftinence  from  the  ufe  of  wheat,  in 
ime  proportion  as  before. 

[r.  Chancellor  PITT.  I  rife  to  fay  a  few  words,  chic6y  in 
iquence  of  what  has  fallen  Irom  an  honoilrable  gentleman  (Mr. 
cy)  on  the  fubje£t  of  exportation.  I  am  not  aware  thai  uvf 
:  than  9,500  quarters  of  wheat  have  been  fcntto  Guernfe)-, 
except  fo  much  aa  might  be  required  for  the  ufe  of  the  troop; 
:,  and  which  amounts  to  fo  fmall  a  proportion,  as  cannot 
>ly  afFe£)  the  confumption  of  this  country.  I  f,  indeed,  a  grtatei 
tity  of  grain  has  been  carried  out  dandeftinely,  I  cannot  take 

me  to  atlTwer  to  that  fadt.     I  can  only  fay,  that  there  arc 

in  force  to  punifh  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  that  there  has  been 
ant  of  vigilance  to  give  to  ibde  laws  their  fulieft  effcd.  If 
emen  can.fuggeft  any  better  mesift  to  remedy  the  evil,  than 
li  the  laws  have  already  provided,  the  country  will  certainly  be 
1  indebted  to  them  for  the  difcovcry.  It  is  undoubtedly  of 
rtance,  with  refpeiS  to  the  country  at  large,  .to  flop  nthcr  the 
efs  of  the  real  evil,  or  what  may  be  equally  dangcrouS)  the  >m- 
on  of  the  ima^nary  evil.  An<f  furely  the  experience  of  this 
's  debate  has,  in  more  rcfpcds  tmn  one,  af!brded  pretty  Rnng 
id  to  diflntft  haOy  and  exaggerated  fhtcments.  As  to  the 
al  queftion  ;  an  honourable  gentleman  has  cxprelTed  a  gieal 
;  to  know  how  far  the  fcarcity  is  real.  It  would  be  of  great 
rtance  to  afcertain  this  point,  if  there  were  any  mode  in  which 
lid  be  readily  and  fatisfadorily  determined.     Great  pains 

already  been  laken  to  coUcd  local  information  on  the  fubjcft, 
x>  compare  the  refult  of  commuiucations  from  diflfeitnt  quarters. 
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What  more  ctn  be  done,  except  by  creating  a  great  deal  of  un 

ccfftxy  alarm,  without  producing  any  ultimate  good  purpofe  i 

fcno^v  of  no  other  mode  than  the  compulfory  taking  of  flock— a  p 

cccding  which  would  infallibly  do  much  harm,  and  upon  whi< 

in  myopinimi,  no-falatary  meafurecouldbe  founded.     With  rcfp 

to  the  caures  of  riic  fcarcity  here,  as  in  every  other  complex  C3 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  he  that  (hould  lay  down  to  him 

a  very  clear  and  dccifivc  opinion  of  the  dirc<fl  and  immediate  cai 

would,  in  all  probability,  be  led  into  error.     I  will  venture  to  1 

chat  if  the  &rmers  ^o  arc  in  poflcfiion  of  the  grain,  if  the  buy 

anc|  fellen  were  ecjuatly  aware  of  the  quantity  which  is  now  in  1 

■ountry,  the  price  would  not  be  what  it  is  at  prcfcnt.     At  the  £1 

time,  while  I  think  the  price  higher  dian  a  fair  confidcration 

every  ciicum(kiiKe  niight  warrant,  I   by  no  means  confidcr 

icarcity  as  anificial,  or  as  entirely  refulting  from  the  prevalence 

forcflalling  and  monopoly,  from  (he  avarice  of  fanticrs,  and 

frauds  of  jobbMs.     Lad  harveft  the  wheat  crop  was  undoubtei 

deficient.     All  the  other  crops,  however,  which  furnUh  an  ufc 

fubfUtute,  were  not  only  plentiful,  but  in  fuch  abundance,  as 

b*  even  in  a  greater  proportion  than  tlic  deficiency  of  the  wh( 

All  then  that  is  wanting  is,  only  that  the  country  fhould  make 

its  mind  to  its  lituation,  and  in  lieu  of  the  deficiency  of  the  wh 

harved,  avail  itfelfuf  Uiofe  means  of  fupply,  which  the  crops  hi 

fo  amply  affwdcd.     This  fituition  I  contend  to  be  no  great  evil, 

it  has  been  invidioufly  reprcfented.     I  do  not  atfirm  dutt  it  is  no 

convenience ;  but  it  is  furcly  an  unjuft  exaggeration  (0  Fcpref 

many  of  thofe  forts  of  bread  propufed  as  fubditutes,  as  unwholdo 

and  unfit  for  the  fupport  of  labouring  people,  which,  in  fomcp: 

of  the  country,'  conflitute  the  fole  food  of  the  indufhious  poor,   : 

which  it  would  be  to  them  a  facrificc  10  renounce.     Becaufe  thcr 

a  fcaiciQT  in  one  article,  and  that  f^  amply  compenfated  by  ot 

fiibltitutes,  I  cannot  endure  that  this  partial  fcarcity  (hould  be  0 

founded  with  a  famine.  Though  I  lament  that  the  fublUtutcs  wk 

1  have  been  fuggelling  are  not  fb  generally  adopted  as  might  b 

been  wiOicd,  I  am  Hill  averfe  to  adc^t  any  compulfive  mediod 

only  wi(b  to  invite  the  labourii^  clafs,  by  our  example,  to  m: 

the  experiment  (ot  themfelvcs,  which  will  moll  effcdluidly  fli 

them  the  falli^  of  thofe  objedlions,  which  are  at  prcfcnt  fu  fuco 

fuUy  addrelTed  to  their  ignorance  or  th«r  prejadkes.     I  have 

latisfaiflion  to  (late,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  other  br 

than  wlu^en  has  been  introduced,  and  that  in  niofl  of  the  yo 

lous  towns,  the  confum'ption  is  conlidcrably  diminilhed.     I  c 

fider  it  as  a  pub^c  duty  to  declare,  thoi^  I  am  fenfiUe  thee 
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rifle  In'iiich  a  dedandcm,  fiat  it  is  mjr  bdkf^  and  mf  ha 
x4e  who  at  prefent  keep  up  the  com  with  a  view  to  enha 
ice,  will  findthemTelveit  in  the  end  matmillf  iniftaken. 
me  time  I  repeat,  that  I  am  perfiiadEd  the  kiiaty  does 
Irom  the  prafliccsof  monopolifls  and  jobbers,  and  that  nodi 
e  mote  mifchicvous  than  to  raifc  a  cry*  againft  a  puticular  i 
in  of  mcDt  who  are  makings  ^n-a  ufeof  thcircapitat  3$: 
dais  of  men  engaged  in  trade,  and  who  form  one  of  the  i 
e  links  of  that  fyftcm  of  induftiy  which  bind  topther  the  1 
t  ranks  of  men  in  a  commercial  countn-,  who  chiefly  pron 
fpofal  of  their  fupcrfluities,  and  facilitate  the  fupi^y  of  ti 
t:  Nothir^  can  be  more  reprehentive,  as  well  as  dangen 
when  men,  from  whofe  {ituntion  in  focicty  we  naturally  eiq 
enlightened  views  aiid  more  liberal  fentiments,  can,  on  a  ( 
ike  this,  lend  themfctves  to  confirm  vulgar  errors  and  fhci^ 
r  prejufJices,  to  miflead  ignorance,  and  enfUmc  'dlfcont< 

be  aflchl,  what  arc  the  caufes  of  the  <fcarcity,  there  is 

which  is  attendant  onthe  debate  of  thisday,  by  provokir 
(Tion,  from  which  no  good  piirpofe  can  be  anfwered,  wl 
awl  only  to  create  unneceflkty  tilarm,  and  to  ciihance  the  e 
Alt  bringing  forward  any  wcll-digclled  plan  of  remedy.  I 
ly,  that  it  is  our  dut)-  to  difTcmble  the  'exigence  of  die  e 
t  is  equally  our  diny  not  to  exaggerate  it  by  any  aggt^vi 
iptton.  Wc  ought  to  rccollcft,  that  with  rerpo^  to  this, 
firy  other  aiticle  of  Dommcrce,  thecffeft  of  any  alarm  offi 
isto'prodoceatemporaryflagnation,  which,  fo  loi^  as  it  la 
every  teffeQ:  equal  to  the  evil  of  fcarcity.  By  continu 
hng  on  the  to[Hc,  by  enhancing'the  picture  of  the  Bdtual  p 

by  lamenting  fafferlngs  with  which  it-  is  attended,  and  dr 
nclancholy  aHticipationsofthe  danger  of  approaching  ^miA 

of  univerfal  terror  is  generated,  and  each  f^ee^els  an 
i  to  lock  up  the  gr^in  of  which  it  is  in  pofliHTioh,  <in  orde 
i  ^ainft  the  threatened  calamity.  Alarm  and  jeakxify 
Igaied  among  the  markets ;  (hofe  En  the  country  are  sf. 
Londonmay  fwallowupall  the  ftock,  and  anxious  to  flop  ci 
lyiothat  quarter.  Looking  forward  to  (he  fancied  evH,  1 
I  morc'  than  they  want  for  their  own  confumpdon,  attd  ui 
nfluence  of  panic,  fell  at  an  exorbitant  price  to  one  anoti 
[  they  refbfe  to  d'fpofe  of  upon  the  fame'  terms  iif  others, 
bus cqlled upon,  it  was  iRfporfeint'dut  wo  fhotdd  fhte  to 
ic,  that  wc  do  not  neglefl  their  interefts,  that  we  cqufeHy  ] 
ate  in  the  anxiety  which  they  now  feel  mth  refpcd  to  tfte  f 
;  butthat  dwughwer^rditasanobjeAbf  &jidtiide»- wi 
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no  means  conflder  it  as  a  ground  of  defpondcncc.  There  h 
deed,  nothing  in  our  prcTcnt  Htuation  which  canjul^ify  fuch  m 
choly  anticipation';  we  have  only  to  look  to  the  exiftence  of  th< 
and  to  meet  it  by  dwfc  means  which  are  bcft  adapted  to  alii 
its  prcflure  ;  andjf  next  harveft  be  fuch  as  we  have  every  real 
hope,  the  inconvenience  which  vee  now  {affa  will  dicn  be  comf 
remedied. 

General  SMITH  thought,  that  to  convince  the  people  they 
no  real  darker  to  apprehend,  would  be  a  good  meafure  if  the  1 
had  time  enough  for  that  purpofe ;  but  he  doubted  it.  He  the 
however,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  that  nothing  woi 
effectual  but  fonric  compulfory  meafure  to  ^nforce  the  ufe  of  < 
bread,   for  perfons  of  all  defcriptions,  without  dillinilion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  refcucd  his  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Lecl 
from  any  imputation  of  exciting  difcontent  among  the  people, 
thought  him  deferving  of  the  thanks  of  the  public  for  brin^n 
■fubjc£t  forward,  for  that  the  difculTion  would  do  good.  H 
newcd  the  warning  which  he  gave  the  Houfe  on  this  fuhjefi 
montlis  ago,  not  to  lofe  time,  but  to  come  to  a  compulfory  mi 
at  once  with  r^rd  to  bread'  of  a  certain  quality,  and  finer 
which  none  fliould  be  made.  If  they  negleflcd  this  advice 
it  might  foon  be  too  late  to  think  of  it.  He  did  not  agree  wii 
Miniftcr  that  debates  of  that  Houfe  created  any  dilcontcnt  a 
the  laborious  part  of  the  people,  who  fcldom  or  never  read  i 
What  made  them  feel  was  the  exorbitant  price  of  provifions. 
trufted  the  Houfe  would  do  all  it  could  do  to  avert  what  appea 
him  to  be  an  evil  of  the  moll  ferious  confequence. 

General  TARLETON,  after  paying  Mr.  Lcchmcrc  a  co 
ment  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  motives  in  brir^ing  this  fubjed 
ward,  thouglu  it  would  be  advifeable  for  him  co  withdraw 
prefent. 

Mr.  HONEYWOOD  exprefl'cd  a  flrong  defire  that  tti< 
fliould  be  relieved,  but  exprelfcd  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
which  .was  calkd  mixed  bread,  which  the  poor  purchafcd, 
much  inferior  to  that  mixed  bread  which  was  allowed  by  gent! 
to  their  fervants,  and  bakcd^at  their  o^wn  houfcs.  He  though 
tliis  matter  ought  to  be  much  better  r^ulated  than  it  had  bei 
thcrto. 

"  Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  he  would  be  extremely  glad  to  o 
to  any  meafure  tliat  fhould  relieve  the  poor ;  he  thought  that  if 
was  to  be  any  dif&rencc  the  poor  ought  to  liave  better  bread 
the  tkh,  b^caufe  the  poor  had  but  little  bread  to  eat ;  but ; 
Cocnmittcc  above  Aain  had  made  confidetable  progrefs  in  thi 
V*.i..  XLV.  2  G 
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y  into  the  price  of  grainy  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  ws 

the  Report  of  that  Committee. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  hoped  that  this  convcriation  would  not  be  lo 

was  afraid  that  by  the  prcfent  high  price  of  com,  the  farmi 

,  learned  a  lelTon  of  whidi  the  Houfe  coulii  not  eafily  core  thei 

itfa  refpe6l  to  the  price  of  corn,  his  idea  was,  that  articles  of  fc 

tild  be  put  upon  a  footing  with  regard  to  their  price,   and  i 

de  of  regulating  it,  different  from  any  article  that  was  the  fi 

t  of  61c.     That  was  certainly  his  opinion.     He  felt  a  rcluSai 

making  any  compulfion  as  to  the  fiandard  of  bread,    but 

ught  rhat  (he  Houfe  mult  come  to  a  regulation  that  ncMie  I 

wn  bread  of  a  certain  Handard  fhould4>e  made  of  wheat  in  tl 

intiy. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,     "    That  the  Chairman   do  n 

ve  the  chair,  and  carried  without  a  divtfton ;  and  the  Houfe  \ 

;  rcfumed,  agreed  to  go  info  a  Committee  on  Tucfday  next  to  co 

:r  farther  of  the  high  prict  of  corn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PII'T  brought  up  the  report  of  the  amendmei 

rtie  fucccfTion  Tax  bill. 

On  the  quetlion  being  put,    that  the  amendments  be  read  ^  (i 

le, 

Mr.  CURWEN  rofe  and  objciSed  to  a  mcafure  of  fuch  impt 

cc  being  brought  forward  in  fothiii  a  Houfe.     His  oppo(ition  < 

arife  from  a  didilic  to  the  tax,  for  taking  it  in  a  gener^  poi 
view,  it  was  one  to  which  he  had  no  objection,  but  he  lament 

abfcnce  of  his  right  honourable  friend  [Mr.  Vox)  who,  he  u 
itood  intended  to  deliver  his  fcntiments  on  the  fubjcfl. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  concerned  for  the  caufe 
;  right  honourable  gentleman's  abfence,  the  affilVancc  of  wh< 
lities  he  moO  certainly  would  wilh  to  have  on  this,  as  on  eve 
ler  occalion.  The  bill  was  printed,  and  had  been  a  confiderat: 
te  before  the  Houlc,  and  every  thing  had  been  done  on  his  pa 
give  gentlemen  the  fulleft  opportunity  of  examining  its  merii 
Hood  for  difcuflion  on  the  preceding  night,  but  was  pof^ned 
ifcquence  of  the  unexpected  length  of  the  debate  ;  and  the  fm; 
mber  of  Members  prcfent  was  a  proof  that  they  did  not  mean 
e  it  any  oppofition.     He  could  not,  confiftent  with  his  duty,  ai 

public  fcrvicc,  poftjioni:  the  bufinefs  farther,  and  gentlerai 
ght  Ivave  an  opportuniiy  of  debating  it  on  the  Report. 
Mr.  RASHLtIGH,  afitr  having  apologized  for  not  being  a 
tomed  to  addrefs  the  Houfe,  animadverted  on  the  bill,  whic 
laid,  was  fo  inexplicable  in  its  nature  as  to  require  much  ferio 
ibcratton.     He  truOcd  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wou 
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ponpotw  it,  if  it  were  only  for  two  days,  and  concluded  by  nu 
an  amendment,  that  the  report  of  the  amendments  (hould  b 
ferrcd  to  Friday  next. 

-  Mr.  MARTIN  complained  of  the  thinncfs  of  the  H 
The  bill  in  its  operation,  he  remarked,  would  reach  to  the  Pr 
polity  of  Wales,  and  as  many  rcfpeflabla  gentlemen  of  that  coi 
were  enjoying  themfeives  in  cdebrating  the  anniverfary  of  the 
tular  Saint,  he  hoped  this  circumflancc  would  have  fomc  infli 
i  n  obiigir^  them  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentli 
who  fpdce  laA. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  was  extremely  hap 
hear,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Principality  of  Wales  were  in. 
ing  themfelves  at  their  annual  feftival,  '  They  were  enjoying  tl 
felves  at  their  safe,  which  was  a  fufiicient  proof  that  they  confii 
thennfelves  not  much  intercfled  in  the  prefcnt  bill.  There  ' 
however,  many  eminent  lawyers  oonncflcd  with-  that  Princi] 
attending  in  their  places,  and  wlio  would  take  cffeflual  carcths 
thing  IhouM  be  done  to  a£Fc£t  their  interefts.  He  therefore  | 
vered  in  his  intention  of  not  poAponing  the  farther  confiderati 
the  bill. 

The  amcBdmwit  was  nt^lived. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  were  read  a  fecond 
and  the  bill  was  re-commitccd. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fuggefted  fomc  amendi 
refpefUr^  the  {binps  on  the  receipts  for  the  payment  of  the  t 
legacies.  The  tax  would  rcnderit  neccflary  that  the  l^cy  ( 
be  recorded  in  a  book,  which,  as  was  the  cafe  in  a|^rentic( 
dentures,  might  occafionally  fcrvc  as  legal  proof  of  the  tranfa 
He  thought  no  other  flamp  duty  Ihould  be  charged  on  the  r 
than  that  which  was  to  be  enaiiVcd  by  the  new  bill.  Thcfe, 
ther  with  fomc  verbal  amendments,  were  all  that  he  had  to  pr 
Mr.  JODDREL  wilhed  to  know  if  any  additional  oflkors 
to  be  employed  in  the  collcai9n  of  this  tax. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  the  oiEcers  alrca. 
gaged  in  the  colleflion  of  His  Majefty's  (lamp  revenues  woi 
able  to  cc^efi  the  prefcnt  duty  alfo. 

The  claufe*  being  gone  through,  and  the  Speaker  having  re 
the  diair,  on  the  queftion  that  die  report  be  now  received, 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  expreffed  his  (hong  difappw 
of  the  Mil.  It  would  oblige  people  to  difclofe  the  whole  f 
their  private  property.  Evrty  man's  warehoufe  muft  be  exai 
and  tile  bodu  id  his  counting-heufc  infpe£ted.  The  fhtte 
property  of  every  merontUe  houfe  muft  be  cxpofed  to  the 
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hen  any  partner  happened  to  die,  and  left  his  property  amoi^ 
lations.  This  was  a  proceeding  that  might  pfove  highly  pr 
[cial  to  the  bcrt  cftablifhed  houfcs.  The  tax  was  an  upm 
le;  fo  many  difficulties  prefenced  thcmfdves  in  the  way  of  its 
ition,  that  if  the  Houfc  agreed  to  it,  a  repeal  would  foon  be  fc 
ifolutely  na^rffary.  Exempting  landed  pr<^>crty,  and  ma 
iC[cantiIe  proiwrty  alone  fubjcfl  to  this  bill,  he  confidered  3 
Tgravation  of  its  of^rcffion.  He  entreated,  and  he  truflcd 
liniftcrs  would  give  it  up  altogether, 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT,  though  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  t 
ke  dlfcuflion  in  the  prefent  flage  of  the  hill,  could  not  allow  ' 
ad  fellcn  from  the  worthy  Alderman  to  pafs  without  fotne  obfe 
ons,  as  loofc  exprcflions  in  that  Houfc  might  mal;e  a  very  u: 
npreflion,  if  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed.  It  neither  was  into 
y  this  bill  that  the  Itatc  of  the  warehoufcs  and  count  ing-houli 
lerchants  fliould  be  examined  and  cxpofed  to  the  Public,  not 

intended  that  landed  property  (hould  be  exempt  from  the 
n  the  firft  cafe,  if  the  bill  were  attended  to,  ■  it  would  be  fo 
lat  the  tax  would  be  collcdted  without  the  infpefiion  and  cxpc 
f  private  property ;  and  with  regard  to  the  fecond,  it  had 
>und  moA  convenient  to  divide  it  into  two  diOinA bills,  the  ra 
lercantile,  and  the  tax  on  landed  property.  The  principle  0! 
ill,  he  therefore  contended,  was  of  a  very  diffirrcnt  nature  1 
fhat  the  Alderman  apprehended,  and  he  truded  he  would  i 
icely  examine  it  before  it  again  came  before  the  Houfe,  an 
ad  no  doubt  he  would  then  form  a  very  different  opinion. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  report  be  taken  into  conliden 
n  Friday  next. — Adjonrned. 

mdnffd<jy,    2d  March. 

General  MACLEOD  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  the  1 
idant,  he  would  make  a  motion  rcfpefling  tl\e  mode  of  wai 
arricd  on  againfl  the  Maroons.— -The  Houfc  adjourned. 

"Hmrfday,    ^d  March. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  mpwd  Aat  the  afls  of  P 
ment  of  the  1 3th  and  1 4th  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  which  reU 
le  regulation  (^tum-pike  roads  be  read  ;  which  being  done, 
bferrcd  that  broad  wheels  to  carriages  of  very  great  wci^t  > 
xtrcmely  ufcful,  becaufe  they  were  Icfs  prejudicial  to  the  roads  1 
hofc  which  went  upon  narrow  wheels.  Tiat  in  confe(]ueno 
}me  rellridions  that  were  laid  on  thefc  carriages,  in  the  coi 
'hicb  was  held  o\a  thcin>  and  the  manner  in  which  they  ^ 
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regulated  by  weighing  machines,  great  inconveniences  had  arifen 
and  efpccially  on  thofe  roads  that  approach  the  metropolis,  tie  hat 
in  view  to  remedy  thefe  inconveniences ;  and  therefore  he  move* 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bit!  to  explain  and  amend  the  faid  afls.  Hi 
meant  to  confine  the  operation  of  his  regulations  to  thofe  parts  o 
the  roads  witliin  five  miles  of  (he  metropolis. 

Mr.  BYNG  faid,  he  (hould  not  oppofe  this  mcafure,  becauti 
he  was  aware  that  many  confiderable  inconveniences  had  been  fcl 
near  the  metropolis  in  confequence  of  what  the  worthy  Atdcmur 
had  fhtcd ;  but  he  hoped  that  this  bill  would  not  be  proceeded  ti 
without  giving  due  notice  of  it  to  the  cemmiflioncrs. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  fad,  that  due  notice  fljouh 
certainly  be  given  to  the  commifiioners  ;  and  he  alfo  meant  to  pro- 
pofc  that  this  bill  be  printed. 

Leavcgiven  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir,  WATKINS  LEWES  moved  that  the  AA  of  PirlUmen 
for  regulating  the  mUitla  otthe-city  of  London,  be  read;  whid 
beifig  done,  he  obferved,  that  this  a£t  was  inadequate  to  the  pur. 
pofc  lor  which  it  was  intended  :  it  was  conceived,  that  by  it  Hi) 
Majelly  was  empowered  to  call  out  the  militb  in  that  city  as  if 
other  places ;  but,  on  referring  lo  the  hi^eft  law  authorities,  i 
was  found  that  the  Crown  had  no  fuch  power  by  the  pre&nt  Ull. 
The  object  was,  that  fuch  power  fliould  be  given  to  His  Majefty  j 
and  therefore  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  CKplain 
and  amend,  and  confolidate  into  one,  two  A£ts  of  Parliament  (en 
the  better  regulating  the  militia  of  the  city  of  London,  &c> 

Mr.  Alderman  LE  MESURIER  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  d 
the  motion  ;  after  which  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

General  SMITH  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  (lave  trade. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  obferved,  that  he  was  much  oUiged  te 
the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  readinels  to  come  forward  upof 
this  occalion,  the  more  becaufe  this  was  a  favour  not  ufually  con- 
ferred.  It  had  been  the  general  cuflom  to  leave  to  the  dirc£Hon  ol 
the  mover  of  a  bill,  the  conduA  of  its  ftages  through  the  Houfe 
What  reafon  the  honourable  gentleman  had  to  depart  from  tbii 
cuftocn,  what  had  decided  him  to  behavcin  this  manner  to-day,  ii 
vas  out  of  his  power  to  fay.  It  was,  however,  matter  of  perfod 
fuiprife  to  him.  He  lamented  that  this  fubjefi  Ihould  be  brought 
on  fo  abruptly,  fo  early  in  the  day,  and  when  many  of  the  moH 
able  and  tRuiing  chai^ers  in  the  Houfe  were  not  prdent.  But  h< 
Ihould  ufe  the  Houfe  very  ill  if  be  atteihpted  to  make  jk  long  fpc$cli 
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reir  to  protrad  the  difcufiton  of  the  rut>je3,  aad  therefore  : 
lutd  mnke  ao  other  obfervation  at  prcfent. 
The  SPEAKER  then  obferved,  thai  the  queftion  was  dut  t 
kr  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  did  not  mean  (o  do  an/  thing  di 
%  ungentle  manly.  But  he  had  been  waiting  in  the  Houfe  1 
ic  time.  He  meant  to  give  thU  bill  every  opposition  he  eodl 
ic  honourable  gentleman  who  broughr  it  in  had  faid  repcatetj 
t  he  would  renew  his  application  to  the  Hodfe  on  this  fubje 
til  he  (bould  fuccced  in  his  objeA,  or  be  compelled  by  the  Hoi 
detid.  General  Smith  profelTed  it  to  be  his  obje£t  to  Hop  tt 
1  in  its  prefcnt  l^age.  He  was  aSing  in  confonnity  to  that  i 
itlon,  and  therefore  he  was  a  little  furprifed  that  tiw  honourak 
itlcman  (hould  think  he  treated  him  difrcfpe£lfully,  merely  h 
ife  he  oppofed  him.  He  was  rather  inclined  to  impute  t) 
lourable  gentleman's  prefent  temper  to  his  apfvehenfum  for  d 
;  of  his  bill,  than  to  any  other  caufe. 

Mr.  St;rjeant  ADAIRobferved  thattiiarc  was  certainly  nothir 
xd«T\y  or  irregular  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  calUbg  for  tl 
er  of  flic  day.  But  he  fubmttted  to  him  whetherthis  was  quii 
sndid  mode  of  proceeding  ?  This  was  a  great  and  tfTip(wtai 
^ion.  It  (hould  be  dilcufTcd  in  a  full  Houfe,  and  in  the  pR 
ce  of  thofe  members,  who,  from  their  talents  and  lituaticm,  wcj 
\]y  efteemed  to  be  beft  qualified  to  deliver  their  opinions.  H 
s  not  complaining  that  this  proceeding  was  irregular  :  on  the  cor 
r)',  he  admitted  it  to  be  ftriiSly  in  order,  but  be  fubmitted  th 
idoiir  of  it  to  the  farther  oonflderation  of  the  honourable  Gene 
Should  the  fubjei£t  be  decided  when  the  Houfe  waa  fo  indif 
•ntly  Attended,  he  eould  hardly  fay,  inthe  lar^age  of  comcaoi 
fc  (although  in  order  he  muft)  that  the  decifion  was  the  fenle  <J 

Houfe  of  Commons. 
1^  SPEAKER  dien  put  the  queftion,  "  That  the  order  of  di< 

be  now  read  ^"  and  the  noes  fccming  to  have  it,  he  cMervet 
t  if  the  queflicni  for  reading  the  order  fhould  be  n^tivcd,  ttv 
jeA  could  not  be  brought  on  again  to-day,  upon  which  the  ordc 
t  agredd  to  be  read, 
ftbeii^  read, 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  prefcntcd  a  petition  from  th. 
efl-India  merchant*  and  planters  againft  the  bill ;  winch,  wai 
ered  O)  be  laid  on  thetable,  nnd  alfb  that  the  ptttitionerabehearc 
ft»emfclvcs  or  counfcl,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  biU,  if  the) 
lltlihkfit. 
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Mr.  WiLBERFORCE  then  moved,  that  the  bill  for  the  abo- 
lition  of  the  flave  trade,  be  now  read  a  fecond  time* 

General  TARLETON  moved,  an  amendment,  that  inftead  of 
the  word  "  now,"  be  fubftituted  the  words,  "  this  day  three 
months." 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNGE  thought  the  amendment  was  wift 
and  temperate,  and  at  this  time  highly  expedient,  under  all  the  cir« 
cumftances  of  the  cafe. 

Mn  WILBERFORCE  obferved,  that  this  was  a  quefiion 
which  had  been  very  much  agitated,  and  the  qnnion  of  the  Houfe 
more  than  once  f<demnly  pronounced  upon  it.  He  was  in  hopes 
that  the  fecond  reading,  like  the  firft,  would  have  paiTed  unoppofcd» 
as  the  principle  of  the  bill  had  been  already  admitted  by  the  Houfi^ 
and  that  the  only  difcuilion  (hould  be  in  the  Committee  on  the 
claiifes.  '  If  gentlemen  (Kll  thought  it  would  be  improprr  to  pais 
it  at  this  time,  they  might  alTign  their  reafons  upon  the.queftion 
tor  the  third  reading.  He  advifed  the  Houfe  to  refled  on  what 
mi^t  be  the  confequence  out  of  that  Houfe,  if  the  people  fliould 
perceive  that  this  bill  was  thus  haftily  and  unjuftly  rejedted. 

The  Houfe  divided— for  the  amendment  3 1  ;  for  the  feoond 
reading  64.     The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittce  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday  next. 

General  SMITH  objcded  to  fo  early  a  day.  ^  He  faid  that 
the  friends  of  this  bill'  fliould  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  and  give  a 
fair  opportunity  of  oppofing  it.  He  fliould  give  it  every  oppofition 
in  his  power,  becaufe  he  was  convinted  of  its  dangerous  tendency. 
He  had  no  idea  of  thefe  new  lights  that  tended  to  pull  down  all 
that  had  been  approved  of  for  a  century. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DENT  gave  notice,  that  in  confequence  of  the  uncandid 
manner  in  which  the  bill  for  the  aboliton  of  the  flave  trade  had  been 
carried  on  to-day,  he  fliould,  when  the  report  came  to  be  conlidered  l 

(if  it  fliould  ever  be  reported,  and  he  hoped  it  never  wouldj,  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  all  fuch  A£t$  of  Parliament  as 
have  authorifed  and  encouraged  the  flave  trade  in  our  colonies. 

Friday^  March  /^h, 

Mr.  CURWEN.  Sir,  I  now  rife,  to  have  the  honour  of  fub- 
mittii^  to  the  Houfe.  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of  all  the  prohibitory 
flatutes  relative  to  game,  and  for  leave  to  fubftitute  provifions  in 
their  place,  for  the  more  eflcdual  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  the 
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fame.  When  I  firfl  intimated  my  intention  of  bringing  diism 
before  the  Houfc,  I  had  (ixed  upon  a  dilbnt  period,  to  haveal 
cd  full  time  for  the  thorough  invefligation  of  a  fubjcdt,  renc 
extremeir  complex  by  the  number,  as  well  a$  the  contradi< 
ftatutes  which  ^ill  remain  in  force,  as  alfo  to  avail  myfelf  of 
general  fcntiments  and  wiflies  of  gentlemen  upon  the  bulincfs. 
the  inftanCe  of  many  rcfpciftable  perfons  both  in  and  out  of 
Houfe,  I  have  been  induced  to  depart  from  n\y  (irll  intendoni 
to  bring  this  qucfVion  immediately  before  this  Houfe,  flattered 
the  Jai^ine  expectation  of  its  ineetii^  a  pretty  general  concurr 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  prejudices,  which.evety  confiderablect 
has  to  encounter.  Firft,  fromfiich  as  arc  enemies  to  all  refi 
and  fccondly,  from  thofe  who,  though  no  friends  to  the  game  1 
are -fearful  their  abolition  would  prove  the  dcftruAion  of'theg 
Before  I  enter  into  any  farther  difculTion,  I  muft  declare,  if  I 
ceived  a«y  thing  in  this  meafure  could  have  fuch  a  tendency, 
thefmalle{t  degree,  render  the  refidcnce  of  gentlemen  in  theccx 
lefs  pleafant,  or  in  any  ways  interfere  with  their  amufemen 
fhould  have  thought  I  did  an  injury,  rather  than  a  benefit  t 
community  by  my  motion  ;  fenfible  that  the  refidcncc  of  gentli 
in  the  country  is  a  moft  defirable  objedl,  and  tends  much  t 
happincfs  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  could  I  fuppofc,  what  1 
about  to  oifer,  would  in  the  fmalleft  degree  interfore  with  ar 
duccmcnt  to  gentlemen's  fpending  their  time  and  fortunes  i 
countiy,  inftead  of  moving  for  the  repeal  of  the  game  lav 
■  Ihoutd  have  contented  myfelf  with  offering  a  modification  of  t 
ojntent  even  to  facrifice  fbmething  of  jufticc  to  fo  dclirabic  an 
Sir,  I  protetl  I  have  the  motl  fanguine  expeditions)  and  the  < 
eft  conviflion  in  my  own  mind,  that  if  the  Houfc  fhould  adof 
propofltton  I  Ihall  have  the  honour  to  make  to  them,  it  will  gi 
increafe  the  quantity  of  game,  prevent  thofe  tmfortunate  in 
derflandings  that  but  too  frequently  interrupt  the  peace  and  har 
pf  rteighbours,  and  at  the  fame  time  removing  the  odium  whic 
prcfent  granny  of  the  game  laws,  and  unjunijiable  monopoly 
cafions,  unite  every  landholder  in  the  with  to  prcfervc  and  pi 
the  game.  Of  fo  long  ftanding,  and  fo  deep  rooted  are  the  : 
ments  entertained  of  the  injullice  and  tyranny  of  the  game  laws, 
it  appears  impoflible  to  confound  them  with  any  of  thofe  pnni 
the  alarm  of  which  fo  powerfully  haunts  the  imagination  ofi 
gentlemen  of  the  prefent  moment ;  had  I  occafion  for  ftr 
proof  than  what  every  gentleman's  own  knowledge  and  obfcrv 
would  furnifh  as  to  the  gAeral  execration  in  which  the  game 
havclOn^  been  held,  I  might  fcite  that  great  con{litutic»t)fl  k 


MAIC1I4']  DEBATES^  «jj 

h-  Wmiim  BUckfltme,  fthd  irprefflna  th^  tynnn^  as  Unl«  flioit 
f  die  foreft  Inn,  and  repugmnt  to  tevtry  principle  of  jaftic«.  Sir; 
:  wautd  have  been  impoOtble  for  laws,'  (o  contradiAoiy  to  die  {^tit 
nd  principle  trf  the  Englifli  Conftirutiofl,  to  have  exlftcd  at  tfiii 
tne  of  dayt  had  they  been  carried  iiito  general  exceiition ;  fufficieril 
iftances  have  occurtd  to  keep  up  the  refentmcnt  of  the  country^ 
ut  not  fufficicnt  to  call  forth  the  united  vcricc  of  the  hatibn  for  theli 
ipaa.     Sir,  it  is  die  boaft  of  Englilhmcn  to  hold  their  liberty  w* 

right,  Aotasabdon.  If  the  laws  be  Aich  as  they  cannot,  ou^ 
ot  to  be  executed,  docs  h  beconw  the  Icgiflature  to  fu^fer  thCtft 
»  remait)  upon  our  Datute  book  1  A  fecurity  from  i^reflion  thai 
^  upon  fbl-bearance,  is  not  a  finiatfon  uhder  which  nmetinicn  hnn^ 
red  and  runty-ninc  out  of  two  thoufand,  or  even  a  greater  propor^ 
on,  of  Englilhmcn  thouldbe  fuflfercd  to  remain.  Sir,  itwastc- 
nmtcd  wife  policy  in  former  Ilatcfmcn  to  attend  to  tfie  change* 
'hlch  time  and  circumthmcCa  produced,  and  to  alter  and  adopt  tTifc 
iws,  to  meet  the  exigences  of  the  moment.  Our  prdent  JVfteni 
KrtiE  tfie  very  revtrft,  and  without  adverting  to  the  adonifhing  re- 
otution  of  the  public  ititnd,  we  appear  folely  occuppicd  by  means  of 
arfh  rdhf£liont,  and  increofed  feverlty  of  penal  (htutes,  to  keep 
lings  upto  the  ftandard  of  former  opinions  ;  Sir,  fo  wide,  fott- 
nVded  is  flit  (Sftiilioh  of  knowledge  through  almoft  every  cotliftiy 
1  EiAop^,  that  fneh  Governments,  and  fuch  laws,  as  arc  not  cal- 
ubtcd  hotiH^y  and  fairly  to  promote  the  general  ends  of  all  Govem- 
nent,  the  happinefs  and  proTpcrity  of  the  people  at  large,  will  bb 
jbMttttd  to  widi  reluctance,  and  can  only  be  fupportcd  by  force  ; 

weak  reliance  againft  the  co]le£iivc  body  of  the  people,  and  never 
3  be  depended  upon.  However  harfh  fuch  (pinions  may  be  in 
tie  ears  of  fomc  gentlemen,  and,  however  we  may  wifh  to  (hot 
or  eyes  againft  them,  they  arc  too  much  founded  in  truth  to  be 
ienied.  So  circumftanced,  every  motive  of  wifdom  and  polity 
hould  call  tipon  us  to  recind  a  fyftem  of  laws  that  violate  every 
irinciplc  of  jufficc.  Happy,  indeed.  Sir,  would  it  liave  been  foe 
his  country,  had  wc  avoided  a  warjuffly  entitled  a  war  of  defpots, 
n  which  a  King  and  people  of  England  have  no  common  'caulfe. 
^a[tpy  would  it  have  been,  had  we  fpent  the  lavifh  expenditure  of 
b  much  blood  and  treafure,  and  carefully  emplt^cd  ourfelves  in  « 
cridis  invcftigation  of  the  caufes  which  produced  the  calamifiea 
t-hich  hive  defolated  a  neighbouring  country.  Rendered  wife  by 
heir  misfortunes,  had  we  in  good  camcft  fct  about  reforming  the 
ibufes  wfuch  are  (dt  and  complained  of  in  our  own  Government. 
i*roud  mi^  we  then  have  been  to  courts  ihtlead  of  affi^uoufly  en- 
IcaTDuring  to  fliflc,  a  ^-^  of  public  fttttinwnt }  tktdlefs  wodd 
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k  hdyebeen  to-nail  up  ditimouthaof-tht;  people:  Ibvif^Rmovc 
every  juft  caufc  ef  complaint,  we  fhould  have  had  die  bcfl  fecuiji 
human  wifduni  can  a&rd  :  the  convidlion  of  the  people  that  the 
Interelt  and  profpcriiy  were  concerned,  in  the  defence  and  fuppo 
of  the  Governmeni.  A  review  of,  our  penal  fhilutes,  would  ha 
farou^t  before  the  Houfe  the  quellion,  which  I  have  now  the  hon 
to  fubmit  to  them.  For  upwards  of  feven  hundred  yc^  i 
game  laws  have  been  a  conllant  fource  of  grievance  and  complai 
to  this  kingdom.  What  I  have  to  propofe,  will  have  nothing 
novelty  or  innovation,  h  is  fimply  to  icl^orc  tothe  landholders 
Ufge,  that  which  the  tyranny  and  ufurpation  of  Williann  the  Co 
queror  robbed  them  of;  with  the  Norman  conquefl  came  the  ^ 
Jaws,  amongA  other  innovations  of  opprefTion  and  injuAice.  T 
Jaws  eAablifbed  now,  for  the  firll  time,  for  the  prote^ion  of  t 
game,  are  fo  fevcre  and  tyrannical,  that  it  is  impolTible  to  con 
dcr  them  without  the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  horror  and  indignatic 
Good  God,  Sir,  that  it  could  ever  enter  into  the  head  or  heart 
man,  to  contemplate  in  the  fame  pdnt  of  view,  and  puniO) 
equally  criminal  the  murder  of  a  fellow  creature,  and  the  killing 
,a  miferablc  deer.  To  what  a  degraded}  contemptible,  wretched  fta 
mulit  the  inhabiunts  of  this  idand  have  been  reduced,  to  come 
themfdves  with  complaining  for  one  hundred  and  Bfty  yean  oft 
atrocity  of  fuch  laws  I  The  Carta  de  Forefla  granted  in  rii 
mitigated  the  fcverity  ofthepunifhment  of  the  game  laws,  andd 
iianchifed  many  of  the  forelts.  It  was  confidercd  as  an  acquifio 
on  the  part  of  the  fijhjcfl,  as  little  inferior  to  Magna  Charta  ide 
T^  laws  from  this  period  to  the  firft  prohibitory'  llatute,  made  t 
1 3th  Richard  II.  1 3  S  9,  fecm  to  have  principally  in  view  the  d 
armir^  the  people.  It  may  not  here  'be  improper  to  advert  to  t 
dodfaine  advanced  by  Sir  William  Blaekllonc  and  odiers,  of  t 
ri^t  of  Aie  Crown  to  the  folc  property  in  g^me,  either  as  feda 
I^rd  of  the  whole  foil,  or  in  ri^t  of  the  prerc^tive  of  the  Crov 
to  all  things  which  have  no  ow^er-  As  generally  as  this  dofiri 
has  been  received,  I  am  l^rongly  Inclined  to  the  opinion  of  a  b 
learned  and  ingenious  commentator  on  Sir  William  Blackltone 
mean  Profeifor  ChriHian)  who  has,  I  think,  with  the  mofl  compit 
fucccfs  refuted  this  opinion,  and  fbcwn  clearly  the  Crown  had  1 
foch  right.  Lord  Chief  Jullice  Coke  has  delivered  himfelfflrong 
to  the  fame  cffe&.  That  the  licence  of  the  Crown  was  ncccl& 
for  the  crcdion  of  parks  and  warrens,  but  that  every:  man  migl 
purTuc  hunting  and  hawking  as  amatterof  palHmeand  amufcmen 
The  flatutc  of  the  13th  Ricjiard  II.  confirms  the  general  righ 
and  only  narrows  the  cateicife  of  it  to  pcrfons,  poflctfed  of  405.  p 
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annum^  and  clergymen  with  benefices-  of  lol. ;  and 'this  on  the 
ground  that  fcrvants  and  others  mifemployed  their  time  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  game.     The  ftatutc  of  the  nth  of  Henry  VII.,  reiVrains 
the  killingof  game  on  any  man's  freehold  againft  hisconfent,  under 
a  very  feverc  penalty.     The  prohibition  of  Richard  II.  continued- 
without  alteration  till  the  i  ft  of  James  I.,  when  they  wereincreafed  to 
ten  pounds  freehold,  thirty  pounds  leafehold,  or  two  hundred  pounds 
in  chattels,  fons  of  efquircs,  and  perfons  of  higher  degree.     The 
intermediate  laws  relate  chiefly  to  reftriflions  refpefling  arms,  and 
breathe  the  fame  fpirit  of  tyranny  andoppreflion  which  charadterifes 
every  law  relative  to  this  fubjeft ;  the  ftatute  of  the    i  ith  of 
Henry  VII.  excepted,  which  guards  to  every  freeholder  the  game 
upon  his  own  property.  By  the  2 2d  and  23d  of  CharUs  II.  the 
qualifications  are  advanced  to  lool.  freehold,  and  150I.  leafehold, 
and  perfons  of  certain  degree  ;  but  all  qualification  from  perfonal 
property  was  omitted.     This  is  a  period  of  our  hiftory  from  which- 
neither  found  policy,  nor  a  fcrupulous  attention  to  the  intereft  or 
liberty  of  the  fubje(5i  is  to  be  looked  for.      In  a  country  whofc  very 
exigence  depends  upon  commerce,  any  infidious  diftindlion  be- 
tween the  landholder  and  the  commercial  intereft,  was  unwife  and 
unjuft,  and  fo  even  upon  the  principles  of  thcTcftridions  themfelves, 
which  profefs  to  have  in  view  no  other  objeft  but  the  prevention  of 
improper  people  mifpending  their  time,  to  the  injury  of  themfelves 
and  the  public.     Sir,  to  the  fubjeft  of  prohibitioris,  I  wifti  princi- 
pally to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houf?.     The  tyranny  and  injuftice' 
of  reftraining  any  individual  in  the  exercife  of  a  right,  at  the  arbi- 
trary and  unconfined  pleafure  of  the  legiflature,  can  be  juftificd  upon' 
no  principle,  nor  defended  upon  any  policy.      Sir,  it  is  a  complete 
fyftcm  of  monoply  of  a  few,,  upon  the  right  of  three  parts  of  the 
landed  intereft,  as  I  (hall  prefently  (hew. — I  know  of  no  particu- 
lar quality  that  gives  to  the  poffeffor  of  an  eftate  of  i  ool.  a  right," 
that  might  not  with  as  much  9r  more  propriety  be  given  to  one  of 
a  Icfs  value.     Extent  of  eftates  depencl  fo  greatly  upon  local  fitua- 
tion,  that  a  property  of  an  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  may  be  but 
a  few  acres  on  which  no  game  is  bred,  and  whilft  an  eftate  of  half 
the  value  in  a  diftant  part,  may  be  of  coniidtrable  extent,  rear  and 
feed  a  quantity  of  game,  and  yet  the  owner  niuft  not  touch  it,  under 
penalties  that  may  be  fo  exercifed  as  to  fall  little  (hort  of  his  ruin. 
Sir,  if  prefcriptions  might  be  pleaded,  the  game  was  from  the 
earlieft  period  confidered   as  the  right  of  the  proprietor  of  land^ 
and  the  firft  reftridiion  feems  to  have  been  diredlcd  againft  perfons^ 
who  could  not  follow  it  without  evident  ruin  to  themfelves.     The 
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*  prevffitt  wv  man  from  gpiif  upon  tlwprQppi^f^uiodigr,)] 
4  iclhaiiu  him  from  the  cnjoymcfit  of  what  U  the  ppxiucc  of  il 
)HClia>  thp  grain.  The  iip[K>lfcy  of  this  icArifUon  is  only  exceed 
f  its  injulltce,  and  nothuf  could  i^icnttc  ippre  (brcibly  to  ddi 
l^pbje£l  it  has  in  view,  the  prclcrration  of  the  game.  The  hari 
clf  and  tyranny  of  thefe  laws  inTpire  fo  general  a  difgufl  and  abbt 
MKc  in  the  minds  of  all  who  are  fubjeiS  to  them,  that  it  induce 
nj  large  proportion  of  latuUioldcn  to  take  every  means  to  dcl)i 
le  game.  Add  to  this  what  is  fuficred  by  feeding  as  well  as 
lepuriiiitof  thegame,  andit  willceale  tofurpiizc  gentlemaitl 
W  gaii^  >#  ^^  dimtniOfcd-  Sir,  from  the  earlieft  period  of  i 
time  laws,  Ihtutce  have  been  ma4c  to  prevent  the  defirudkHi 
ggf .  WhilA  it  ii  the  inteieA  of  the  fiirmer  to  extirpate  die  gas 
diich  can  be  done  with  impuTiity  in  dofiaitc*  of  any  thing  that  tyrar 
W  devife,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  it  will  not  be  done.  Sir,  I  cm 
>tit  lament  when  a  right  honouiable  gentleman  fele^ed  game  as 
)^e&  of  taxation,  which  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he  might  bon 
\^  hint  of  from  Ruflla — that  he  had  not  accompanied  it  with 
line  meafures  which  attended  its  introduction  into  that  couM 
there,  for  once,  taxation  was  the  parent  of  liberty,  and  [Mvdu 
tie  total  abolition  of  the  game  laws.  It  i«  (ingular  diat  one  of 
npft  defpotic  and  abfulutc  Governments  in  Europe  Ibould  have  b 
he  firft  to  have  put  an  end  to  a  fyftem  which  had  been  a  fouru 
uch  opprcfiion  and  tyranny,  while  they  yet  remain  a  dilgrace  to  I 
ountry  which  claims  a  pre-eminence  in  liberty  and  freedom. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman's  tax  does  away  all  ncccflitj 
Ifilridions,  and  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  peribns  who  might 
Sire  themfelves  and  ^e  Public  by  mifpcnding  their  time  tn  pur 
if  game.  By  the  produ6l  of  this  tax  we  may  ferm  fomc  etHmat* 
vhat  proportion  of  landed  intercft  has  a  concern  in  the  prdervat 
lad  protefiitn  of  the  game.  The  amount  of  the  tax  is  little  oi 
ban  forty  thouCand  pounds,  which,  a(Kr  dedu^ng  what  may 
llppoTcd  to  be  pa\d  .1^  gamekeepers,  there  may  be  twelve  thodi 
IKrfbns  who  take  out  licences.  Allow  to  each  of  thefe  petfons 
tl^te  of  Bve  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  aod  we  Hull  find  fix  t 
Itons  to  be  the  property  that  monopolizes  the  game, .  juft  ooc  foi 
9f  the  whole.  Sir,  though  I  believe  this  to  exceed  the  real  flat 
di£  fa£i,  it  is  fufiicicnt  for  my  purpofe  to  allow  double  diat  fum : 
[iippofe  the  interefl  to  be  equally  divided— what  then.  Sir,  muf 
fiic  confequence,  when  we  make  it  equally  die  intcrefl  of  every  i 
[tfietor  to  protect  the  game  i  I  think,  Kr,  I  am  well  foundo 
fi^ipofiog  diat  the  repeal  of  thefe  law*  will  amply  repay  the  (ponb 
by  an  abundant  increafc  of  his  Qnil ;  it  may,  indeed,  call  upon  1 
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B  iaf  aatftxnolhirf  of  wbathfi  i»w  pays  fi»- the  cumpftg  qf  gMf 
or  the  permtflion  to  flaoQC  on  the  prc^icrty  of  od^a  petfcss — rii 
trii3^  prefencalian  of  Ms  own  will  no  lougei  be  amlidened  a£  odioi 
.nd  oppreffivc  Sir,  a  worthy  v«l  refpc£t)ble  friend  of  mine  hi 
3ng  pn^lcd  a  mode  of  pnXic^ng  the  ^mc  which  has  anfvfen 
very  puq»fe,  that  is  by  die  paymeot  of  fo  much  for  every  head  t 
june  to  die  peribn  on  who&  cllate  the  game  is  kiUed.  A  condut 
y  liberal  has  intcrefted  every  fanner  in  the  protefiitxi  of  tbcgMw 
nd  the  bmouraUe  gentleman  erijoys  his  Iport  with  the  good  vifbc 
f  the  pttf^e,  who,  lb  fu  fiom  envying  him  his  amuTementlf  oen 
ur  as  £u-  as  they  can  to  promote  them.  Contrafl  thij  widk  th 
onduA  (^  thofe,  who,  by  the  tctror  of  the  laws,  endeavour  I 
irotet^  the^me.  The  odium  and  itl  will  defeat  the  purpof^  an 
lever  fails  in  the  long  run,  to  di^uft  thofe  who  attempt  it.  Th 
icatt  pcuat  I  bcj  to  call  the  attenti«i  of  the  Houfc  is,  to  that  clauf 
vhich  cmpr>wers  oOc-  Magi&rate  (by  former  (hcutcs  it  required  ,twc 
x>  grant  warrants  to  fcaich  houfes  of  perfoiu  fulpe^ed  of  having  dogl 
lets.  Ice.  on  belief  of  the  intention  to  ufe  the  fame.  Hoi 
it  vas  paffible  at  any  period  fince  this  country  fct  up  a  clwra  to  U 
icrtjs  that  fuch  an  cnaAment  could  pafs  this  Hou&,  b  matter  c 
ifloailhmcnt.  A  law  mope  tyrannical  and  oppicOive  never  was  dc 
vifed,  except  by  a  fubfequcnt  ftatute  which  attend^  this  power  t 
g;unclceepers,  who  may  fcize  any  dog,  and  net,  and  enter  any  houl 
he  iriay  fufpe£t ;  a  power,  pertiaps,  not  often  ufcd  from  pnidentia 
rea£)ns,  as  the  other  method  puts  in  the  power  of  perfcmi  to  excrcil 
the  tynuny  without  rifque.  Sir,  to  put  a  cafe  by  no  mcai»  ex 
treme — Suppofii^  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (hould  by  accidcc 
be  found  upon  the  manor  of  a  ftriaprefervcr  of  game,  thou^  abl 
te  contribute  miHiant  la  a  laan,  if  not  poflclled  of  a  hundred  pound 
per  annum  in  land,  his  dog  might  be  feixed  with  impunity  an 
hanged  before  his  fiu^.  Vain  is  the  boaft  (hdt  every  man's  houf 
is  hiscaftle;  it  may  be  vit^ted  upon  fufpicion  of  any  unfeeling  in 
l^ument  of  this  defpolifin.  Sir,,  it  once  fell  to  my  lot  to  be  oblige 
to  gram  a  warrant  upon  this  ftatute,  and  thougli  no  proof  of  ufag 
was  attomptcd,  the  dog,  being  o!  a  prcdiibited  fpccies,  was  take 
from  Ax  proprietor  and  hanged.  — I  have  no  words  that  can  conre 
Ac  deteflation  I  fael  for  this  aft.  The  odier  cnaflments  for  pu 
niching  dw  killing  of  game  are  mild  indeed  to  thufe  now  in  foroc 
By  the  5th  of  Ann,  the  law  profeflcs  the  puniftimcnt  »  be  no  moi 
dian  five  pounds,  or  three  months  imprifonment ;  butbythemoc 
it  leaves  to  the  option  of  the  proTccutor  to  recover  this  penalty, 
amounts  to  imprifonment  for  life.  T^us,  oSences,  that  have  ti 
flttdeof'dilUn^ion,  according  to  the  more  or  lefs  feclii%  of  the  pit 
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fecutor,  are,  as  I  Ibted  before,  puniOied  by  6ve  pdonds,  iccot 
facfoiT  a  Magilhatc,  or  rwell«d  to  lixty  or  fevemy  pounds  by  a 
feculion  in  the  Courts  of  Wcnrnmner.  What  can  be  moK  ui 
than  to  leave  to  the  party  injured,  the  nature  of  the  punilbmer 
chufes  to  inflii^?  Bad  in  all  cafes,  but  terrible  indeed  when  ii 
tends  to  the  imprifonmcnt  of  a  fubjcft  foK  life.  Too  many  1 
found  their  Ttny  into  our  prifons  from  the  oppreflive  nature  of  1 
lans.  It  is  high  time  they  Ihould  be  ettJcd  from  our  flatute  b 
nnr  longer  beratfered  toinfult  the  firll  principles  of  our  Conflitm 
to  which,  in  everj'inrtancc,  they  are  in  direiS  oppofition.  V 
I  have  yet  farther  to  rtate  to  the  Houfe  is  matter  of  tnerc  r^ul; 
and  policy  ;  fhould  the  Houfe  adopt  my  propofition,  and  rdbi 
every  landholder  the  game  upon  his  own  property,  would  it  be  ■ 
fiAent  to  prefctibc  to  him  the  way  in  which  he  fhould  cnjoj 
The  game  being  once  under  the  protection  of  every  prt^eto 
land,  cannot  be  mvaded  without  incrcafed  rifques ;  and  yet, 
in  a  country  fo  opulent  as  this,  peribns  of  a  certain  fituation, 
adverting  to  the  confcqiKnce^,  will  hold  out  temprations  by  gi' 
extravagnnt  prices  for  game.  Pcrfons  will  be  induced  to  run 
rifques.  Would  it  not  therefore  be  better  to  let  game  come  fr 
and  openly  to  market — the  price  will  be  fo  reduced,  as  of  iifc 
deftroy  the  temptation  to  poaching,  the  rifque  of  deie£)ion  confii 
ably  increafed;— ^For  pafs  this  law,  and  it  will  be  no  longer  diffi 
to  convidt  the  poacher.  The  nature  of  the  crime  will  be  chai^ 
and  what  was  onfidcred  as  only  an  attack  upon  the  paflime 
monopoly  of  a  few,  will  be  anotfcncc  againft  every  individual, 
like  all  others,  make  it  a  common  intcreft  to  punifh  and  preven 
1  would  appeal  to  the  candour  of  gentlemen,  whether  the  moft  i[ 
femtc  enemy  of  the  poacher  at  home,  does  not  confider  him  a  ' 
ufciuX  friend  in  any  otiier  quarter.  I  do  not  know  which  of  ps 
not,  in  fomc  way  or  other,  contributed  to  the  breach  of  this  1 
Is  it  jufl — Is  it  corfiftent  wi:h  humanity,  to  fuffer  laws  to  t 
which  we  are  furfelves  the  caufe  of  tempting  men  to  break, 
which  lead  to  worfe  confequences.  Sir,  does  it  become  us  to 
quire  fifty  times  as  much  to  be  entitled  10  kill  a  Partridge  as  to  0 
dfe  the  moft  boafted  prerogative  of  Englilhmen — the  tight  of  chu 
their  own  reprefentativcs  ?  It  is  high  time,  after  above  fevcn  h 
drcd  years  of  oppteiTion  and  tyranny,  to  put  an  end  to  laws  wh 
have  never,  duringihc  whole  courfc  of  that  period,  beenconfidt 
by  the  nation  without  execration  and  abhorrence— not  more  tl 
forty  thoufand  perfons  in  the  kingdom  are  exempted  from  their 
ranny.  Sir,  my  fitft  view  of  the  fubjciS  inclined  me  to  flop  hi 
aai  leave  every  man  to  defend  his  property  by  an  adtion  at  law 
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but»  Sir,  a  (sbrther  confidesation  of  the  fubjefl  (hewed  the  -I  flpold 
have  done  little  for  .that  part  of  the  community  for  whofe  r^ts  I 
am  contending^-^ An  aiSlion  in  the  hands  of  men  of.  proper^  is  a 
ready  and  effic^oiis  remedy^^rbut  totally  out- of  their  power  Co 
wield  without  brii^ng  ruin  upon  themfelves.  Fortunately  for  me, 
without  introduc^ing  any  thing  new,  an  adequate  and  complete  re- 
medy pKcfcQted  itfelf  in  the  flatute  of  the  1 1  th  Henry  Vllth;  what 
I  fhall  now  offer  to  the  Houfb,  as  a  fubQitute  for  fhe  I^ws'  I  pro- 
pofc  to  re^l  in  the  renewal  of  that  a<£t  with  certain  modifications. 
Firft,  I  ihoiild  propofe,  that  any  perfon  who  (hould  kill  any  kind 
of  gaine  softer  a  difchaigd  verbal  or  in  writing  from  the  tenant  Of 
any.  perfon  entitled  to  the. game,  (hould  be  fubjed  to  a  {)£nalcjf  of 
five  pounds  for  cvctj  head  of  game  fo  killed,  to  be  ^ii.oii  conyic-* 
tion,  or  committed*  for  one  month  to  the  houfe  of  correAic^  for  the 
Bxd  offence,  and  fix  months  for!  every  fubfequent  <; ;  one  half  the  pe- 
nalty ;to  rfie  infoinier,  the  other  (noiety  to  the  occupier,  with  power 
to  appeal  to  the  feiltons,  th^ir.decifion  to  be  final.  Sir,  (imple  as  ttus 
plan  is,  it  appeats  to  me  it  would  anfwer  every  purpof^  of  |)ro|ed- 
ing  the  game^  and  prevent  a  pra^i^e  ilUbfccoming  thofe  who  are  too 
often  guilty  of  it,  of  continuing  to  (hoot  after  a  difcharge,.  relying, 
that  as  the  expcnce  of  profecution  for  a  firft  trcfpafs  mud  fall  equally 
upon, both  tlic  injurer  and  the  injured,  they  may  do  it. with  impu- 
nity.  It  is  not  one  of  the  lead  beneficial  effects  likely  to  follow  the 
plan  I  propdfe,  that  it  Will  put  an  end  to  theirequent  difagreeincsits 
that  are  occaiioned  by  game,  and  leave  every  perfon  to  porfue  his 
fports  without  interruption  or  moleflation.  To  the  rights  of  Lords 
of  Manors,  and  others,  I  have  forborne  faying  any  thing,  ,  When 
the  right  of  taking  game  does  exifT,  i(  is  not  my  intention  to  inter- 
fere with  it— and  I  (hould  propofe  to  guard  the  wades  to  fuch  only 
as  are  now  entitled  to  (hbot  there.  Sir,  I  truft  tlut  tyranny  and  in- 
judice  of  thefelaws  will  be  fuiiicient.  grounds  alone,  fpr  the  Houfe  to 
agree  to  the  repeal  of  them  ;  if  any  thing  farther  were  requifite,  their 
inexpediency  and  impolicy  might  be  pleaded.  I  am  fdrry  fo  long 
to  havetrefpaded  on  the  Hpufe ;  I  (hall  only  add,  if  the  bill  befiif- 
fered  to  be  brought  in,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  meet  the  wi(hes  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  model  accordingly ;  let  the  laws  be  equal,  and  I  liave 
nothing  toobje^i.  The  regulations  which  attach  equally  upon  aU 
are  left  as  they  were.  I  now  move  you.  Sir,  for  the  repeal  of  the 
22d  and  23d  of  Charles  Ud. — ift  of  James  Ifl.-*-4th  and  5th  of 
William  and  Mary— 5th  apd  9th  of  Ann — ^ithqf  George  lid. 
and  alfo  to  fubflitute  other  proviiions  for  the  moro,eflM:dual  fecuriqr 
and  prefervation  of  the  game. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  of  opinion,  that  the  game  1j|ws,  as  thcj^ 
at  prefent  (lood,  were  the  fubje<^  of  much  defcrved  reprehenfion. 
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Ut  Ms  codM  not  xlttgethcl-  i^de  «itk  flie  hsnonraUefentl 
ih^iiewt.  Ht  tfaou^  thit  diepme  ou^  tobe  madep 
pnpeitjr.  Hemftwdthattfacbonourablegcndemanladgone: 
Ugher  in  Ids  hlfhff/  of  the  game  l«w«.  If  he  had,  he  motdd 
fcand,  that  beftve  the  Nraman  conqocf)  game  wn  priratc  pre{ 
and  that  it  w«  tccogrized  m  fudi  by  the  Roman  law,  whid 
tidei  that  no  Iran  has  t  right  to  kill  game  en  another'a  pro 
Every  i*w,  be  faid,  whicA  does  not  equally  iSe£t  the  rich  ai 
■ptior,  is  not  a  juft  law.  And  in  tlut  view  be  reprobated  the 
fsws,  for  it  *as  notoiiDUs  that  a  foot  man  was  oftenv  firto 
pbubds  for  IdlUng  a  partridge,  than  a  rich  nan  twoity  ftiiUii 
kllHng  a  hsn*  He  would  be  underfiaed,  however,  as  not  « 
to  increafe  the  penalty,  but  rhercly  to  ajiudrxe  the  operadois 
Int.  He  was  notane  of  tbofe  who  wiflwdfar  fuddcn  chai 
tny  ancient  lyRem.  He  wifbed,  before  the  easing  laws  wi 
^ed,  dut  fbmie  fubllittitts  Atould  be  provided  to  fupply  < 
«nd  tfiat  the  honourable  gentleman,  before  be  prefled  the  rq 
the  prefent  la«fs,  frould  brin|;  forward  a  plan  vriiich  m^t  be 
til^  ftnd  lie  open  for  the  infpcdUon  of  itiembers  till  next  fcfii 
'  Mr.  FRANCIS  pn^ieffed  not  to  be  much  acquainted  wi 
AAjeA,  but  as  he  confideiefl  k  as  of  ^tat  impmtance,  fic  I 
leave  to  mikt  a  few  obfervatishs ;  and  if  he  was  not  fo  weU  qn 
Is  others  to  (pak,  periups  from  having  no  imereft  to  fuppo 
Alt^t  not  be  the  tef^  impartial.  H):  could  not  conceive  he 
honourabkgtmlemvi  (Mr. 'Buxton}  could  make  game  privat 
pbty,  Ind  not  make  the  penalty  attending  on  an  infirit^cm 
die  law,  the  fame  iiat  be  would  m»]ce  a  penalty  for  the  vie 
of  Any  dther  kind  of  property.  There  was  one  principle  trfu 
Ii^iiature  oaght  alwdya  to  keep  in  view  in  their  deiib^niion 
Which  he  rdfe  principally  for  the  lake  of  fining.  He  was  no 
Aian  himfelf,  but  he  wifbed  that  the  gam6  lliDutd  be  pNferv 
the  fake  of  fportfmen.  To  ^roourage  poachent,  thctcfort 
Certainly  vety  impoitant.  But  the  reafon  nbhy  he  was  tai^ 
deiiroiis  for  the  prcfln^tion  <^  game  Wasj  that  twhile  the  i 
pHfentcd  fo  many  amaAions  as  it  did  at  pr^ent  to  oauntry  j 
Mint,  and  that  whll«  it  was  of  fo  much  oonfequcrioe  to  the  a 
that  they  HkniiA  reflde  for  feme  time  on  their  c(ht»,  he  Wat 
&ti8  that  die  couf^  ihoiild  pitfent  »  many  temptations  as  pt 
to  invite  them  to  their  rural  iwreats.  He  hbptfd^  tioiifc 
dloeting  Wa^  a  ftvourite  amufement  with  many  gentlemen 
bis  boftoUraMe  friend  who  made  the  ttiotibn,  would  piWid 
their  fpon  (hould  not  be  interrupted.  '  He  was  induced  to  m 
ttiis  by  an  r^  Which  had  been  ft^gefted  tar  him^  ^  if  bii  b 
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able  friend's  plan  was  carried  into  efFecft,  that  property  would  he  fo 
difperfed  and  interfperfcd,  there  would  be  no  fporting  at  all. 

Mr.  H.,  MAJOR  was  of  opinion,  that  the  confideration  of  the 
game  laws  (hould  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.        ' 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  could  not  confent  to  the  dcftruflion  of  the 
whole  fobrick  of  the  game  laws,-^unlcfs  fome  fpecific  remedy  was 
fubftitutcd  in  its  place.  He  thought  the  total  ruin  of  the  game 
would  be  the  refult  of  fo  improvident  a  meafure,  aind  would  oppofe 
the  introduction  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  POWYS  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  >^ho  pro- 
pofcd  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  in  mod  of  his  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeft  ;  but  thought  his  motion  was  not  calculated  to  obtain  the 
objcdl  he  had  in  view.  He  did  not  approve  of  repealing  the  ftatutes, 
without  fubftituting  others  of  a  falutary  nature  in  their  room.  If, 
therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  move  for  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  game  laws,  he  would  give  his  aflent 
to  the  meafufe,  but  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  oppofe  his  motion, 
as- it  held  out  nothing  fpecific  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  was,  as  well  as  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Francis)  an  impartial  fpeaker,  for,  being  no  fportfman, 
he  had  no  inrereft  in  the  game  laws  as  they  touched   the  mere 
butchery  of  partridges.    He  was  no  friend  to  the  fpirit  of  thofe  hws, 
and  to  a  general  inquir)^  into  them  he  would  have  no  obje6tion. — • 
Though  even  on  an  inquiry  he  would  wi(h  for  more  time  to  fee 
what  they  fhould  fubftitute  f  )r  thofe  parts  they  might  prune  away. 
The  objeftions  he  had  ever  heard  made  to  thofe  laws  were,   that 
they  were  an  invidious  code — a  fyflem  made  -for  one  clafs  alone, 
and  for  the  protediion  of  ftmufement.     Thefe  confiderations  pro- 
duced a  feeling  which  prevented  people  from  thinking  a  breach  of 
thofe  la\^'s  equally  cTriminal  as  a  violation  of  others. — The  confe- 
qucnce  wAs,  rhat  men  were  more  apt  to  break  them,  and  that  habit 
led  them  to  violate  others  ;  afterwards  the  pra£lice  of  poaching  led 
to  crimes,   which   were  greatly  injurious  to  the  public,  and  often' 
fotal  to  the  tranfgrcfTors  themfclves.      Perhaps  there  was  no  cfFec- 
tinl  m«fns  of  presenting  poaching  but  by  repealing  the  game  laws ; 
but  it  W^s  to   be  firft  well  confidered,  whether  the  repeal  would 
remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  without  going  farther.     If  a  penalty 
was  annexed,  men  would  ftill  aft  on  the  fame  feelings,  and  be  as 
tin  willing  to  inforte  it.      If  ho  penalty  was  annexed,  the  qucftion 
was,  whetfiei*  it  \Vould  not  go  to  extinguilh  the  whole  game  of  the 
tountry.     Perhaps  that  would  be  no  great  evil ;  but  the  obfervation 
6f  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Francis)  was  an  important  point  o 
confideration,*  vi-Z.  the  propriety  of  prcferving  an  inducement  to 
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men  of  fortune  to  make  their  cfHtes  In  the  country  thdr  [dacei  d( 
retidence  ;  and  this  linglc  circumnance  might  inftrud  gentlemen, 
who  arc  fond  of  chaining  laws,  in  how  many  unfor^feen  collateii 
points  focicty  might  be  affected  by  a  change,  in  >»  direA  view, 
fimple  and  falutary.  He  wi(hed  that  no  fudden  or  fwecping  changi 
(hould  be  adopted.  On  the  point  of  invaliun  of  rights  he  couli 
not  agree  with  what  had  been  lUted  as  an  incioachmcnt.  Tb 
flmplc.ti<^  of  cFhblifhing  qualifications  in  this  infUncc  was  no  mor 
an  encroachment  oil  ri^t,  than  many  other  intlilutions  and  qnali 
lications  to  which  no  man  would  think  oFobje^ing.  Indeed,  thci 
were  very  few  inditutions  that  were  not  neceHarily  clogged  wit 
qualifications  of  one  kind  or  other— the  objection,  on  the  fcore  < 
right  therefore,  was  mere  fanciful,  imaginaij  language  ;  for  fu] 
pofing,  as  in  the  cafe  of  game,  a  property,  which  without  relbaii 
ing  Jaws,  could  not  be  preferved — there  then  was  a  ri^t  to  mal 
provifions,  or  elfc  the  objcil  would  be  loft.  In  the  cafe  of  air  < 
water,  of  which  there  can  be  no  fear  of  exttnftion,  no  laws  a 
ncccflary,  and  therefore  to  make  them  pppcrty  would  be  wionf 
kut  if  the  objcifl  is  fubjcdl  to  cxcinftion,  it  muft  be  guarded  by  lav 
ktking  care  that  the  right  parted  with,  and  the  penalty,  do  not  c 
cccd  the  value  of  the  objcdl  preferved.  To  the  other  pnnci[dc  b 
down,  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  thofe  wealthy  me 
who  from  the  nature  of  their  property  were  excluded  from  the  i 
•f  game,  he  had  the  fame  obJetEtion  ;  he  had  often  heard  it,  a 
always  thought  it  woA — as  well  might  it  be  faid  that  fhength  ga 
a  right  to  wealth,  as  that  wealth  gave  a  right  to  ufe  game,  i 
wKhed  for  a  modification  of  the  game  laws,  but  iq»n  all  gene: 
principles  he  felt  a  very  great  repugnance  to  accede  to  any  fudd 
change  in  any  ancient  fylt^m. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped,  that  there  would  be  no  oppotitltin-lo  the  vie 
of  his  honourable  friend  in  this  flagc  of  the  bufincfs.  He  wot 
not  now  offond  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  (Mr  Windham 
ears  with  any  difcufTion  upon  the  do£tiine  of  natural  right.  Thi 
was  certainly  nothing  ineunfiftcnt  in  certain  privileges  being  attadi 
to  one  fon  of  property  and  not  attached  to  another  ;  but  dloe  v 
certainly  an  incongruity  in  the  idea  of  any  laws  eonforrif^  a  pd 
lege,  when  in  reality,  they  were  the  inftrumcnts^  of  a  grievan 
It  was  notorious,  that  the  game  laws  were  broken  ;  that  the  ri 
were  accefTary  to  the  violation  ;  and  that  poor  men  would  aim 
be  found  to  procure  game  for  At  rich-,  \if  unlawfol  mcaiu,  wh 
the  rich  were  anxious  for  game,  and  willing  to  ovcrlodt  the  mei 
by  wluch  it  was  procured.  It  was  fhtcd,  that  from  poadui^'tn 
aregndually  led  to  the  conuniHion' of  greater  oimot.     But  £n 
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it  did  Ms  tendency  arifc,  but  from  the  texture  of  the  prefc 
«  laws  7— Men  were  induced  to  poach,  bccaufc  they  did  n< 
ider  it  as  a  crime ;  and  after  viblattng  the  laws  in  one  ihap 

would  not   fcniple  to  break  them  in  another.     ThoTe  law 

Mr.  Fox,  are  the  wircft,  when  the  influence  of  moral  inftim 
»  pace  with  the  influence  of  the  laws  j  not  whenan  attempt 
le  to  over-rule  the  dii^alcs  of  moral  inftinft  l^  legal  authorit 
;  quedion  at  preTent  was,  whether  the  advantage  gained  by  tl 
e  laws  was  fufEdent  to  counterbalance  the  evil  incurred  in  pn 
r^  that  advantage  i  It  was  urged,  and  he  allowed  that  it  w: 
d  with  jufiice,  that  gentlemen  ought  to  have  fporting  amuC 
t ;  but  tfiis  certainly  ought  to  give  way  to  any.  ferious  evil  ii 
cd  in  procuring  this  amufemcnt.  He  was  not,  however,  ;und< 
necefTity  of  oppofing  evil  to  evil ;  fiir  it  was  generally  allowci 
iwfe  who  had  die  beft  opportututy  of  information,  that  the  pr 
game  laws,  inftcad  of  incrcafit^  tend  to  dimimfh  the  oppo 
ty  and  the  furul  of  amurement.  He  could  not  but  leinark  t 
ly,  that  it  wasfomewhat  lingular,  that  all  the  fportfmen  fhou' 
ort  the  proportion  of  his  htxiourable  friend,  and  that  thofe  wt 
elfed  to  be  unacquainted  with  die  fubjcA,  Ihould  0[^fe  it.  F< 
)wn  part,  he  was  deaiiy  of  opiruon,  that  game  fhould  be  pr 
property.  Butat  prefcnt  they  had  diree  altemativesi  either  th; 
laws  fiiould  remain  as  they  are,  that  game  ihould  become  pr 

property,  or  that  die  game  laws  ihould  be  repealed.  Afti 
ng  Ibtcd  what  was  hit  opinion,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  layin] 

he  wiihed  much  rather  that  the  ^mie  laws  fhould  be  repealc 
lOut  any  fuUtitute,  thai)  that  they  fhould  remain  as  th^  an 
Tc  was  one  thing  which  had  not  been  fufficiently  prelTed,  ar 
luch  he  begged  to  remind  tha  Houic,  that  a  pFinci[de  of  tyrani 
I  duough  the  whole  code.  Such  was  the  principle  j  the  praSii 
ng  out  of  them  was  equally  obnoxious  ;  for  the  penalties  fw 
muft  be  fblicited  by  jnrties  who  were  generally  too  much  ii 
need  by  aniinofity  to  the  party  againll  whom  they  fue.  K( 
it  always  quite  a  clear  cafe  that  the  magillrate  who  pronounce 
conri^ionwat  quite  Impartial.  The  whole  of  the  fyflcm  w: 
iifs  of  infuffcrable  tyranny — fuch  as  none  had  cared  tO  defer 
U  in  a  dtrcA  way.  -Kgcntlemen  chufed  to  afTert  that  the  gan 
I  tended  to  proteA  the  game,  hejrould  anfwcr  them  dircfll; 
'  did  no  fuch  thing.  He  would  afk  any  pcrfon  converfant  wil 
fubjed,  whether  in  point  of  h{i,  where  game  is  prefitrved> 
ot  from  the  law  of  property,  and  not  fmm  the  game  lawi 
was  Aire  it  was  owing  (0  tl>c  law  of  property,  and  not  to  (1 
Z  I  2 
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XTsxe  laws,  that  game  was  prcfervcd.  Where  had  game  been 
Tcfcrved,  except  where  the  holder  of  the  land  was  the  projir 
if  it,  and  had  the  right  by  law'  to  kill  game  ?  Had  it  bet 
vherc  the  holder  of  the  land  was  not  the  proprietor,  and  had 
he  right  to  kill  game  f  He  would  fay  again,  that  the  preft 
ion  of  the  gpme,  was  enijrely  owing  to  the  proprietors  of  1. 
ind  not  to  the  game  laws,  and  tlierefore  it  was  the  principi 
property  which  protefled  the  game.  He  fpokc  confidently 
his  fuhjc<3,  and  he  was  glad  he  fpokc  in  the  hearing  of  many 
(new  the  matter  better  than  he  did.  But  what  was  the  pro 
ion  of  his  honourable  friend  ?  Only  that  a  penalty  of  5I. 
perfon  who  ftiould,  after  notice,  trefpafs  on  the  land  of  ano 
ind  kill  game  there.  He  thought  that  game  Ihould  be  made 
^ate  property.  That  was  his  opinion.  He  knew  that  the  p 
dices  of  men  were  a  long  time  in  wearing  out,  and  tliat  was  a 
very  much  to  be  confidcred,  and  great  care  taken  of  it ;  for  v 
it  be  an  cafy  thing  to  make  the  public  r^rd  game  in  a  fick 
[he  fame  light  as  any  other  property  I  To  conquer  that  prej 
wiiuld  require  time,  and  the  Houfe  might  conlidcr  of  that  here 
But  the  qucftion  here  was,  whether  the  Houfe  would  not  agi 
bring  in  a  bill,  to  repeal  laws  wbich.no  man  in  the  Houfe  dcfi 
in  principle  ?  Why  not  agree  then  to  the  introduction  of  the 
and  when  it  went  to  a  Committee,  pnjpofe  fome  fubftitutior 
thcfe  laws  ?  But,  although  this  was  his  opinion,  yet  the  qui 
was  not  fo  prefling  or  fo.  urgent  that  the  Houfe  Ihopld  not 
time  to  coTjfidcr  it.  That  the  game  laws  arc  really  mifchie 
and  create  crimes  i  that  they  incrcafe  the  number  of  otFer 
ig.iinfl  themfelvcs,  and  thereby  increafe  the  number  of  perfon: 
ire  ready  to  commit  other  crimes,  could  not  pofTibly  admit  o 
degree  of  doubt.  He  Ihould  hope,  therefore, '  that  the  bill  (1 
p;ifs.  He  was  perfcdtly  fure,  that  the  game  laws  are  not  goo 
the  prefcr.vation  of  the  game.  It  fecmed  to  be  agreed  that 
were  bad  for  that  purpofe :  they  could  therefore  be  kept  on! 
they  were  kept)  for  the  fake  of  the  invidious  di^itiftion  which 
cflablilTi. 

Mr.  RYDER  oppofcd  Mr.  Curwen's  motion,  on  the  gr( 
that  without  allowing  opportunity  for  due  difcuffion,  it  went  I 
peal  on  ancient  fyftem  of  laws,  without  propoling  slny  fubftituti 
Rcpecl  to  our  anceftors  demanded  more  deliberation,  than  at 
to  alwlifh  a  fyftem  eftabliftied  and  long  A&ed  upon.  Deferer 
their  opinion,  and  the  importance  of  the  fyftem  botli  requiret 
my  alteration  of  fo  general  an  extent  fliould  be  firft  confi 
na  Cymmittce  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
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f  r.  GREY  had  little  to  add  upon  the  general  queftion,  ; 
t  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)   had  advanced, 
i  not  but  obfcrvc,  however,  how  diiferently  they  proceedei 
ar  occafions,  in  point  of  rcr]>eifl  for  tlic  inllitations  of  their  ar 

The  honourable  gentleman  was  cautious  of  touching 
5  which  they  had  handed  down.  The  caution  he  allowe 
ixxJ.  But  when  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Whitbr 
ed  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  poor  h 
motion  was  negatived,  and  a  right  honourable  gentleman  ( 
)  took  the  butinefs  out  of  his  hands,  and  without  the  form: 
ny  inquiry,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  iii  abillto>new-mode 
cnt  fyrtem.  He  heartily  wiflied  the  right  honourable  get 
t's  projcifl  fuccefs  ;  and,  pediaps,  it  had  fallen  into  hands 
ch  from  a  fuperiority  of  influence,  it  would  thrive  better  th: 
lid  have  done  in  any  other.  He  was  one  of  thofe  who 
;h  obliged  to  his  honourable  friend,  for  f  jbmitting  to  the  H 
motion  which  he  had  brought  forward  this  evening, 
■th  of  time  during  which  the  nation  was  fuffercd  to  groan  ui 
1  vexatious  and  tyrannical  inflitutions,  was  to  him  a  reafon' 
f  (hould  exift  no  longer,  and  he  wilhed  Mr.  Curwen  to  ao 
what  appeared  to  be  the  wilh  of  the  Houfc,  and  rather  n 
a  Committee  to  inijuire  into  the  ftatc  of 'the  game  laws. 
Y  compofed  a  fyftem  which  ought  to  be  ferioufly  difcufTed, 
efFcfl  of  fuch  difcuflion  muft  infallibly  be  thai  they  could 
fuiFcred  any  longer  to  fubfift. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  defended  the  Chancellor  of  theExi 
•,r  from  tlie  animadvcrfion  made  by  Mr.  Grey,  and  contem 
It  what  was  intended  to  be  done  rcfpecling  the  poor,  was  a  ref 
i  not  an  innovation.  The  plan  of  which  the  Minifter  had  Ikett 
outline  to  the  Houfc,  was  to  reflorc  them  to  the  ftatc  they  i 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  fo  faras  it  was  applicable  to  our 
It  fituation.  The  additions  which  were  made  fincc  the  n 
udcd  to,  by  dcftroying  the  fimplicity  of  the  original  fyRem 
duced  thefc  corrupt  alterations,  which  caufed  all  the  abufes 
rruptions  fo  very  juftly  complained  of.  As  to  himfelf,  he  i 
nfefs,  that  the  fyllem  of  the  game  laws  was  long  held  by  hit 
;  utmoft  abhorrence,  and  fooner  than  let  them  remain  in  t 
rfent  (late,  he  would  readily  vote,  even  for  their  unqualified  : 
ion.  But  in  applying  a  remedy,  the  Houfe  muft  have  fofflc 
rd  to  long  cxifting  prejudices,  and  ii  would  be  right  to  ^ve 
lent  time  fot  full  and  mature  deliberation.  There  were  < 
ree  lines  of  i;onduA  hitherto  fuggel^cd— cither  to  abolifh  the  1 
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;cthcr,  which  might  in  faQ,  produce  the  immediite  and  t( 
ruiSlion  <^i  giiinc  in  this  country.  The  fccond  mode  wu 
«  them  privarc  property,  which  to  him  appeared  the  b 
^h  it  may  not  hive  any  moril  cffcfl  upon  the  poachert,  i 
lid  iVilI  have  the  fame  incenrivcs  which  they  have  now  fot  c 
liii^  their  prafliccs.     The  third,  but  by  far  the  worft  ma\ 

to  let  the  l,Tws  remain  in  their  prefcnt  (ituation.  He  (bt 
'or  fiibmitting  the  fubjcft  to  the  atcention  of  a  Cominittee; 

cime  toa  queflion,  he  wouldgivc'his  votcintavour  of  the 

VIr.  JENKINSON  raid,  that  although  he  confidered  the  g 
s  in'an  objcif^ionnWc  point  of  view,  yet  he  was  svtrfe  to  ani 
tion  t.iking  place  in  a  fyltcm  fo  long  et^blifhed,  efpccially 
c  like  the  prcfent,  when  every  deviation  from  legal  cut 
ht  fcrupuloudy  to  be  guaided  againft.  He  did  not  fee  what 
tagc  could  be  derived  from  making  game  private  property 

fame  temptation  to  poachers  as  now  cxillcd  would  dill  contii 
lefs  it  was  proved  to  hiro  that  grievances  cxided  under  the 
t  code  of  game  laws,  he  fhould  oppofc  any  change  taking  p 
them  i  and  even  if  abufcs  could  be  pdnted  our,  he  Ibould 
e  for  3  repeal  of  the  prefent  regulations,  unlcfs  he  found  a  f 
il  and  fpecific  remedy  propofed  for  them.  He  admitted  thai 
BCiple  of  the  laws  was  fomewhat  oppreflive,  but  he  believed 
f  had  been  followed  up  in  praiftice  with  as  much  lenity  as  fu 
cm  was  capable  of  admitting.  Wilhing,  dierefi>re,  that 
ne  not  only  fhould  be  prcfervcd,  but  prcferved  exprefsly  for  | 
Rcn,  that  their  inducements  to  refidence  in  thccountiy  ttaj 
dtminifhed  ;  and  being  confcious  that  the  objcfls  in  view  a 
y  he  accomptifhed  by  a  total  abolition,  in  order  to  get  rid  oi 
^ion,  he  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  now  adJQum. 
Mr.  CURWEN  replied  to  federal  of  the  cUijeSions  made  u 
rion,  which  be  faw  no  reafon  for  withdrawing.  Hit  inten 
s  not  to  prcfs  fuch  a  mcafurc  haftily'thim^  the  Houfe,  h 

bill  fliould  be  received,  tr>  move  for  iti  being  rafcrred  Id  a  C< 
Itee.  After  that  it  might  .be  printed,  fii  as  tt>  affiird  gentk 
opportunity  to  take  it  with  them  to  the  country,  and  in  die 
^g  fdfion  of  Parliament  be  fully  prepared  for  the  difcufCon. 
ireficd  much  furprife  at  Mr.  Jenkinibn's  admiSion  of  the  law 
ir  prcfent  date  appearitig  fomewhat  oppreflive.  Let  him 
inc  them  again,  and  fee  if  in  the  mod  defpotlc  government 
T  afflicted  or  difgraccd  the  world,  there  were  any  laws  tc 
lod  moic  imjuft  or  more  tyr^mcal.     It  was  in  vain  to  diffei 
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this  was  not  a  time  when  governments  could  fecurelf  fpoK 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  or  when  the  people  were 
ifcd  to  refpcA  or  obey  any  laws  that  were  calculated  to  opprcis 
I,  inllcad  of  being  made  for  their  advantage.  Compullton  and 
ce  may  obtain  tcmporaty  robmifTion ;  but  when  once  thepeqjie 
i  their  voice,  thdc  tyrannical  laws  muft  fall- before  the  terror  of 
>und.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  us  if  we  had  tnken  warn- 
ly  the  dreadful  dinblution  we  were  witnclTcs  of  in  a  nelghbour- 
^vcmment  \  and  if,  inllcad  of  entering  upon  a  ruinous  and  un- 
fsful  war,  we  had  looked  around  us  for  a  remedy  to  ihegricv- 
i  cxiAing  at  home.  That  remedy  mufl  inevitably  come,  and 
ly  perhaps  be  prudent  in  that4^oufe  not  to  appear  fo  flow  or  &» 
illing  to  produce  it. 

fr.  FOX,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Jcnkinfon's  aflcrtion,  that  if  game 
rendered  private  property,  the  temptation  to  poachers  would 
be  the  &mc,  he  inlirted  that  the  cafe  would  be  widely  difTerent 
,  that  reprefcnted  by  the  honourable  gentleman ;  for  as  foon  as 
;  became  the  legal  property  of  the  pn^rietor  of  the  land,  he 
id  then  he  enabled  to  difpofc  of  it  in  any  manner  he  might 
it  proper,  and  to  fend  it  to  market  in  'the  fame  manner  as  he 
any  other  commodity ;  fo  that  the  poacher,  who  was  now  the 
pcrfon  that  publicly  fold  game,  would  not,  under  fuch  cTr- 
ftanccs,  have  fo  flrong  an  iiiiJuccmcnt  to  fteal  as  he  now  had, 
I  the  confidcratioii  of  the  proprietor's  furnilhing  the  market  with 
rticle,  the  exclufivc  profits  and  fale  of  which  before  rcflcd  with 
yf. 

Ir.  BURDON  cxprefled  a  conliderable  degree  of  furpri7«,  that 
lueftion  of  adjournment  fliotild  be  propofcd  for  the  purpofc  of 
ng  lid  of  a  bufmcfs  which  appeared  to  have  the  general  concur- 
c  of  the  Houfe,  efpecially  when  the  injuftice  and  opprcQion  ot 
prcfent  fyftem  was  fo  univcrfally  admitted.  He  was  anxlouf 
the  BritiQi  Conftitution  Atould  be  made  as  free,  nay^  more 
than  diat  of  any  other  country  in  Europe,  which  it  was  im- 
ble  it  could  be  fo  long  as  the  tyrannical  and  opprcffive  code  of 
e  laws  was  permitted  to  difgrace  uur  llatutes. 
ir  ROBERT  SALUSBURY  was  of  opirtion,  that  the  gam? 
oug^t  to  t>e  taken  into  the  conlidention  of  a  Committee  of  the 
le  Houfe,  previous  to  any  other  flep  being  taken  upoi\  ihem. 
Ir.  CURWEN,  as  the  Houfe  was  going  to  divide,  obfcrved, 
in  cafe  the  motion  for  an  adjournment  was  negatiTe.d,  he  would 
cnt  that  the  fubjeit  fliould,  in  the  firft  inftance,  be  referred  tt> 
mmittee,  fendble  that  the  more  the  game  laws  were  inveiligated, 
mrrobnoxiout  they  would  appear^ 
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A  divifion  then  took  place,  when  the  numbers  appeared. 
For  the  adjournment,  -     -     27 

Againft  it,  -  _  1     50 

Majority  -^23 

Mr.  CURWEN  then  moved,  '*  That  this  Houfc  do  refo' 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,   to  confider  of  the 
laws  this  day  rc'nnight.     Carried  without  a  divition. 
ThcHoufe  adjourned. 

Monday,  -jtl)  Man^.  ^ 

Upon  the  queflion,  that  the  Houfe  ^o  now  rcfolve  itfelf 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  abolilhing  the 
Trade,     . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  the  bill  had  underline  1 
alterations,  and  that  he  wilhcd  it  to  be  reprinted  for  the 
Members. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  if  the  bill  had  undergone  alter 
it  (hould  have  induced  the  honourable  gentleman  to  pofipo 
condderation  of  it.  He  would  oppofc  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
and  the  Houfe  going  into  the  Committee, 

.  General  TARLpTON  faid,  if  on  a  fubjefl  already  fo 
difculTcd,  he  faid  a  few  words,  he  hoped,  from  the  pecuiia 
his  fituation,  he  would  receive  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfc 
faid,  that  by  the  abylltion,  a  great  many  nt^ufa^urcrs  wo 
deprived  of  fubfidence,  as  the  demand  for  certain  articles  woulc 
At  fuch  a  period,  when  a  general  fcarcity  preffed  fo  heavily 
community,  it  would  be  unwife  to  add  to  the  number  of  tht 
tiite.  A  very  rcfpcSable  clafs  of  merchants,  particularly  tl 
the  place  he  had  the  honour  to  rcprcfcnt,  (Liverpool)  woult 
fevcrely  in  confcquence  of  the  abolition.  The  vefTels  iifed 
flave  trade  were  of  a  peculiar  ccnnrm^lion,  and  woulJ  be  uf( 
other  branches  of  commerce.  This  certainly  cniiilcii  ibcm 
demnification  for  the  lofs  on  this  head.  He  had  heard  that  ch 
trade  was  unfavourable  to  the  railing  of  feamen  ;  but  he  woi 
naval  gentlemen,  if  more  or  better  failors  were  found  any 
than  at  Liverpool  and  odier  pUL-es  engaged  in  the  (lave  trade '. 
difturbanccs  in  the  Weft  Indies  rendered  this  period  very  ui 
the  adoptioti  of  the  propofcd  abolition.  All  the  negroes  em 
in  military  fervice  would  never  nturn  to  agriculture,  and  thi 
this  was  not  a  time  to  check  tlic  importation.  If  any  rcgai 
had  to  Weft-India  property,  which  had  alrcat^  foUen  one 
fuch  a  mcafurc  ^uld  not  be  ralhly  adopted.     Wiien  the  I; 
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Eace  wu  reflored,  he  iaid  he  would  concur  in  any  jilan  kt  tt 
ual  abolitiofit  in  which  the  rights  of  property  weic  prcferTcd. 
Ir.  BARHAM  defended  thofe  who  had  g^^ed  the  abulitiot 
;onGdercd  that  they  had  a^ted  a  part  of  which  ^y  had  no  res 
to  be  aOiaiRed.  He  was  convinced  that  the  prcTcnt  bi])  wotil 
c6cd  thtt  rixdrdon  at  which  it  aimed.  He  wondered  tb 
:  cf  the  gentlemen  lb  eager  ts  promote  the  abdition  did  not  | 
infiirm  thcmfdvcs  with  rcfpc3  to  tlie  treatment  nf  the  negroi 
1  pcrfonal  eblcrvation.  He  faid,  that  accounts  frotn  the  Wc 
cs  ftated,  that  the  Have  trade  was  alrtiofl  a  hbn-cntity.  h 
Id  not  attend  the  Cominitttc,  but  irould  take  a  future  op{oi 
7  of  ddiverii^  his  ientioncnts  on  the  fubje^.  The  friefiids  c 
abolickin  were  not  awa^e  of  the  danger  that  wonid  icfult  froi 
meafurc.  Much  blood,  he  was  afraid,  Would  be  fiitd,  ifhiG 
Id. lie  upon  the  heads  of  diofi:  who  fo  zealoufly  had  pramoiiid'i 
ir.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  would  not  enter  into  the  fubjed  i 
;,  but  he  wxnild  anfwcr  one  point  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
di.  Bdides  that  the  friends  to  the  abdition  had  other  avoa 
1,  it  was  not  neccfliuy  that  they  fliould  have  peribnal  knowled( 
ic  ftMe  of  the  negroes.  Thgr  had  odier  mdacb  of  aiformatie 
fads  fuffident  to  jultify  them  tn  calling  npoh  a  BndOi  Hoo 
lonmions  to  abdilh  a  traffic,  which  in  la  ^iift  principles  violate 
%and  humanity. 

/it-  BOUVERIE  faid,  if  the  flave  trade  was  indeed  only 
fOfyfj  itatlyno  barm  could  refultfromihrabcJitian.  In  h 
d,  it  mat  a  queftion  of  juflice  and  humanity  that  excluded  a 
ideratibns  of  policy  and  expedience. 

'Ir.  AI>£)INGTON  iaid  a  &w  words  on  tbe  danger  df  an  in 
iate  abolitinn. 

<r.  MILBANK-faid,  hepiitout  df  vievthe  trcatmeht  of  tt 
:i  in  cnUdcring  this  fub^^.  The  very  bmhc  of  flave  foundt 
Vatuis1 10  an  Ei^UAi  car,  that  this  was  fuffitienttodeteitnii 
voce  on  dK  prefent  cccafion,  and  he  had  uniibrtRT}' .fupportc 
abcditipnof  theflsvettade,  aa  a  pta^iac  n^ugna^  to  ^  Hr 
Conftirotinn.  !:  .j  ,  :  :. 

Phe  (}uefti«i  Was  >then.  piu-,  .**  That  -die  Speaker  do  «ow  kai 
chairi" 

■    i  i^res'    -    ;  -'      ^.  .  --.yt-  ■■   ■  ■' 
i'  -'  Noes       ■  V     -      '■  fi      ■        * 

.    -■':-:  l.l:  ..'  •.  ."■■.  iMaftnlty  '    -  45^   ■  ■  !"'    - 

rhe  Houfe  then  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Cotoiiaitteci  lof  ttK  fi4u» 
i&r^Mc.  plibt  l&iiha  chair,  '  .,.'.'.:'. 

k^OL.  XLV.  •  i  K 
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The  period  at  wtudi  Mr.  Wilberferce  propofed  that  die ' 
[hould  be  finally  abolifliedt  ms  dtc  (irft  of  March,  1 797. 

Mr.  DEKT'faid,  that  the  period  was  mudi  Km  Qwrt.  Ii 
in  reality  little  more  than  nght  moniha.  Ttia  appeared  (0 
to  be  a  verTr  important  pcnnt ;  the  amount  of  the  e^iortatiac 
importation  of  this  trade,  and  on  dut  nhidi  it  was  oonneftcd  1 
ms  not  le&  dun  i  o  milUons  of  money.  The  Houfe  oug 
ake  great  care  upcm  this  {ubjed ;  not  to  doany  thing  that  mig 
injurious  to  die  Wefl-India  trade,  fuch  as  he  was  confideni 
meafure  would  be  if  adopted  by  the  Lcgiflatute. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  knew  not  I7  what  fort  of  co 
adon  it  was  the  honourable  Member  difoovcred  that  firom  ^ 
K>  Mardi,  was  only  nght  mondu.  Indeed  he  did  iMt  lee 
reafen  die  friends  oi  ttus  trade  had  to  complun  of  tuAe  in  die 
3f  [ooceeding.  They  had  rcafon  to  apjw^nd  that  abcditkm 
fears  ago. 

Mr.  DENT  iaid,  this  proceeding  was  a  di%race  to  this  cou 
So  long  as  Magna  Charta  remained  it  would  be  a  dilgtacefl 
XHmtry;  for  he  concaved  that  the  very  principle  of  this  bit 
turflile  to  the  declaration  of  that  great  charter.  It  went  all 
re^y  to  aimul  the  various  prodamadons  that  had  from  that 
Did  even  fp  hi  back  as  the  time. of  Oliver  Cromwell,  been  i 
in  favour  of  the  flare  trade.  This  bill  was  an  immedisK  overt 
of  the  ti^ts  of  property. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  of  opnim,  that  the  flave  trade  was  ; 
^ce  to  this  country.  He  was  glad  that  M^na  Charts  had 
mendoned,  for  it  formed  a  {Iriking  contrail  to  the  Have  I 
Taken  together,  they  prefcnted  a  pidure  of  the  dificrence  bel 
Havery  and  liberty. 

*  Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid  he  had  fome  coocem  for  the  re 
ion  of  Magna  Charta,  for  he  had  often  profefled,  and  as  ofte 
;reat  vcneradon  for  it.  He  had  read  it  over  many  times,  ai 
liad  never  fcen  any  thing  in  it  that  profclTcd  to  &T0ur  the  Have  t 
[f  there  was,  it  had  efcaped  him  in  the  courfe  of  man;^  read 
ind  he  would  be  thankful  to  the  honourable  Member  to  p(Hnt  c 
wn  the  (nfliige  In  Magna  Charta,  wherein  the  flayc  trade  wi 
cnowledged.  This  budnefs  was  indeed  a  difgrace  to  the  natioi 
he  honourable  gcftdetoan  had  &id,  but  it  was  not  the  abolitio 
*as  the  continuance  of  the  traffic,  which  conftituted  this  dUg 
The  Committee  would  now  proceed  in  die  bill  befWe  dwm,  if 
kad  any  regard  for  thc.icnic  which  the  Hotife  Itfelf  bad  alread; 
il)u«d  upcrn  tbat  fubjqfl. 

Mr.  DENT  faid.  he  would  repMt  it^  that  dw  pioCefiiig 
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1  diigiace  to  dus  coantry,  and  contrary  to  one  of  die  expreb  di 
adons  of  Magna  Charta.  The  words  of  that  Charta  were,  " 
ighc  (hall  neither  be  fold,  delayed,  or  denied."  Now  he  n 
ik,  whether,  if  this  bill  paCcd,  right  would  not  be  Ibid,  del 
.nd  denied  f  What  was  the  Cenunittee  now  dcung!  Sd 
Idaying  and  denying  die  rights  of  the  WcA-lndia  merchants 
ilanters.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  paflcd  fevcral  refolul 
in  this  trade,  which  were  now  before  anortier  Houfe  ?  Woult 
iZommittee  refleA  on  die  indelicaqr  of  carrying  up  to  the  Lord 
»11  upon  this  fubjeA,  before  dieir  LordHiips  came  to  any  dcte 
lation  upon  the  former  refoluHons. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  recoUeflcd  pcHeaiy  w«li  die  pafTag 
^agna  Chaita  to  which  the  honourable  Member  alluded,  am 
bought  dicpaflage  applicable  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Commi 
"  That  right  fhould  neither  be  fold,  delayed,  or  denied." 
>efbre  we  talk  of  right,  we  muft  eftablifh  the  exiftencc  of  (hat  li 
tie  denied  the  Cxifiencc  of  our  right  to  cnflavc  others ;  he  knei 
to  origin  to  the  right  of  Slavery  in  this  country ;  he  knew  o: 
power  th^t  the  Leg^flaturc  of  this  country  had  to  protect  the  I 
:radc ;  and  he  mufl  protcfl  againft  the  authority,  if  any  fuch  t 
was,  for  that  prote^ion.  He  agreed,  however,  that  right 
this  cafe,  was  fold,  delayed,  and  denied: — Right  was  fold  v 
rhe  Africans  were  fold ;  right  was  delayed  when  the  abolition  d 
Have  trade  was  delayed ;  right  will  be  denied  when  the  I^flatu 
this  country  (hall  refufe  to  put  an  end  to  that  trafBc  which  en 
milery  and   promotes  murder. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  fhould  <9pore  this  bill  in  every  tk 
uu)  he  was  convinced  it  would  never  pafs  into  a  law. 

The  qucftion  for  the  commencement  of  the  bill  on  the  firi 
March,   17971  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  dien  propoTed  a  daufc  to  fhbjea  t 
who  (hall,  in  due  form  of  law,  be  (x>nvi£lcd  of  carrying  on 
trade  agatnft  diis  a^,  to  tranfportation  to  Botany  B^,  or-i 
where,  for  i  +  years.. — Agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

He  then  brought  up  a  number  of  .other  claufes,  which  1 
agreed  to. 

Tlic  Houfe  beii^  refumcd,  the  Rcpwt  was  received  immediai 
md  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  this  day  (e'nnightj 
the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  an  cftimai 

barracks  intended  to  be  built,  together  with  die  probable  expen 

at^ng  them— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  die  tsble,  and  to  be  prii 

.a  K  « 
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Tutjday,  8/A  March. 

r.  MANNING  moved  the  oitkr  of  the  cIvjf  for  the  fee 
ig  of  the  Wet  Docks'  bill. 

lu  LORD  MAYOR  faid,  he  wiflied  that  this  biU  Iboolt 
ff  folr  a  iew  days ;  and,  he  htq>cd,  upon  Confldaration, 
1  appear  fatisfafloiy  to  the  HotiTct  and  to  the  horourable  | 
in  who  ItFDught  it  in.  The  city  of  London  h*d  taken  the 
irery  fully  into  cortlidera^n, .  and  a  plan  was  now  a^all 
nation,  which,  he  believed,  would  be  C«und  to  anfwcr  c 
ife  of  accommodation,  both  to  thC  public  and  to  individt 
.  plan  itauld  vety  fpccdily  be  produced  ;  and,  tbcFefbrc, 
hJ,  that  the  prefent  bill  (hould  not  be  picScd  forward,. 
^,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  inlroduccd 
would  agree  with  him  in  the  propriety  of  a  (hoit  delay, 
he  defired  was,  to  defer  the  fecond  reading  fcr  a  few  t 
Houfe  would  then  be  convinced,,  that  the  dtiiens  of  Loi 
wiUittg  DO  make  every  lacriKce  ios  th«  accommodation  ol 
nercial  intereft  of  the  country. 

Ir.  MANNING  faid,  that  after  what  had  fallen  from 
hy  Magiftraic,  he  certainly  fclthimfelf  bound  not  to  (^)pofi 
1,  which  had  been  rcqueftcd  upon  fuch  £ur  grounds.  As 
:fore,  as  he  was  inicreded  in  tlic  butinefs,  he  fliould  gi*i 
mt  to  pol^ponc  this  bill  fur  a  f&w  days,  until  the  plan  f^ 
•A  by  th<;  worthy  Magitlratc  could  be  produced  and  cxami 
'he  fccond  reading  of  the  bill  was  then  put  off  till  Wedm 
ight. 

Ir.  RYDER,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  had  beer 
ted  to  take  into  conrtderation  the  prcfcnt  high  price  of  c 
ght  up  fevcral  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Contmiiiec,  w 
:  read  a  fccond  time,  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  lobe  bn> 
pon  them- 
'he  Houfc  adjourneil. 

Tkurfdaj,    \olh  March. 

ir.  GREY,  in  purfuancc  of  the  notice  which  he  had  give 
[^ion  for  an  Inquiry  into  thi  Hate  of  the  national  finances, 

«d  the  Houfe  nearly  W  the  fbllowii^  purport Though  n 

rence  of  i^mon  has  prevailed  in  the  Houfe,  and.divided  u 
is  on  tbp  juAicc  of  the  principle  on  which  the  ,«^  waa  origii 
trtaken,  an^cwithemannerin  which  it  has  lincebecticondu^ 
ink  there  is  one  point  in  which  we  all  agree,  .tliat  the  pn 
tiun  of  the  country  it  of  .hi^  impcwtance ;  that  it  is  big 
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irequoKcs  xtrtiich  It  !s  impoffiUe  for  the  wifeil  to  forefce,  but  the- 
fpect  of  which,  c\Tn  to  the  lutrfl  fanguine,  cannot  impart  much 
sfadtion.     Wc  arc  arrived  at  a  crilis  which  mufl  lead  cither  to 

or  death,  and  next  to'him,  on  whom  the  ifTues  of  life  and 
ih  depend,  the  care,  the  vigilance,  and  int^ty,  orthcremifa- 
i,  neglcd,  andcorruptionof  ihofc  whom  the  people  have  choftn, 
rhe  guardians  of  tltcir  lifacnies,  and  the  tlcwards  of  their  fonune» 
I  tend  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  country.  I  now  ^U  upon  the 
refentativcs  of  the  people  to  dllchaige  a  duty  which  they  cannet 
:ly  commit  to  others,  to  inftitutc  an  inquiry  into  rhe  Date  of  the 
ion.  The  talk  is  of  a  nature,  which,  I  am  confcious,  my  poor 
lines  BR  unequal  to  execute.     But  befides  this,  there  are  pecu* 

difcouragenierts,  which,  if  the  caufe  I  have  undertaken,  did 

approve  iticlf  to  my  mind  as  of  the  utmnft  magnitude  and  int- 
tanct,  migjit  fcrve  to  damp  my  ical.  The  ftite  of  former  mo- 
r\s  of  a  lunilar  nature,  and  the  thin  attendance  of -the  Houfe  oo 

prefent  occafion  (a  melancholy  proof  that  Members  of  Parlia- 
nt  do  not  conlider  the  Ante  of  the  nation  as  an  object  of  fufBdent 
iment  to  make  them  leave  their  dinnrn)  are  to  me  no  flatterii^ 
lications  of  fuccefs.  NotwithHanding  all  tfiefe  difcouragemcnts, 
wever,  J  have  determined  to  proceed,  in  the  cotifcioufnefs  that  I 
I  doing  my  duty ;  if  not  in  the  hopes  that  my  exertions  will  pro- 
ce  all  that  tfkA  which  I  could  delirc.  Lafl  year,  a  right  honour^le 
ind  of  mine  (Mr.  Fox)  prppofed  an  inquiry  into  the  flate  of  the 
tion.     He  was  induced  to  fubmit  the  proportion  to  the  Houfe, 

a  fenfc  of  dangers  impendir^  on  the  country  at  the  time.  Sinoe 
M  period,  ihcfc  dangers  have  multiplied  both  in  number  and  ex- 
it. But  certainly  it  would  be  vain  for  me  to  exped  what  his  fu- 
rior  talents  were  unable  to  obtain.  He  took  a  general  and  com- 
chenfive  view  of  the  (ituation  of  the  country,  which  he  was  wdl 
latifkd  to  do.  He  invdtigatcd  the  origin^  and  furvej'ed  the  coiv 
i£t  of  the  war.  He  dilcuflcd  both  our  domeflic  fituation  and  our 
reign  alliances ;  and  upon  a  broad  and  general  (latement,  which, 
I  a  propofition  of  fuch  a  nature,  from  fuch  a  pcrfon,  mi^t  be  e!|- 
if)cd,  he  moved  for  a  CiMnmiuee  of  Inquiry.     At  prefent  I  mean 

take  a  more  humble  and  mere  confined  line  of  reafoning,  and 
le  more  failed  to  my  abilities.     If  a  Committee  fball  be  appcunted 

the  courfe  of  the  inquiry,  a  more  enlarged  view  of  our  fituation 
ill  open  to  our  profped,  and  an  opportunity  will  then  be  afibrded 

confidcring  the  Shires  of  (he  war,  the  catiTe*  in  which  they  have 
iginated,  and  porticuUrly  the  difiiffert  which  have  attended  the 
te  Wcft'Indta  expedittei) — 'mo  die  circumffainces  of  which  an 
'iwuraUe  friend  of  nune,  Mr.  Sheridan  (whom  I  am  £>ny  not  tc 
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:  inVig  place)  lias  given  notice  of  a  inot!<Mi  for  aniiufurf,  i 
>n  which  I  liope  he  will  not  forget  to  bring  forward.     TiK  H 

Commons  are  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  gjuardians  of  the  p 
u-re,  and  fudaining  this  conflltutional  ch^tzQer,  it  is  adutj 
ediatety  incumbent  cm  them  to  attend  to  thcrcfources  of  thecoa 

It  will  be  univcrfally  admitted,  .  that  whatever  may  tx 
lufcs  which  may  have  led  to  the  prefent  conjun^re,  that 
untry  is  in  a  lituation  highly  important.  Another  admiflit 
hich  I  tliinkmyfclf  entitled,  is,  that  whether  wc  pcrfcvcrc  i 
ar,  an  event,  which  in  my  oinnioh  will  be  melancholy  be 
:ample,  or  whether  we  look  foiward  to  that  which  to  sU 
en  muft  be  dcfirable,  the  conelufion  of  peace  ;  when  we  oor 
e  growing  burdens  of  the  people,  it  is  a  duty  to  which  dici 
cfentattvcs  are  called,  to  put  the  national  refources  in  the 
>&ible  (ituation.  If  the  war  is  continued,  it  is  ablblutdy  in 
)le  that  we  can  go  on,  year  after  year,  in  the  prefept  fyfle 
:travagance,  adding  millions  to  the  capital  of  our  debt,  and  i 
nds  to  the  prciruie  of  our  taxes.  If  the  happy  profpeA  of  p 
hibh,  without  much  rcafon,  we  have  fomctimes  of  late 
ught  to  entertain,  be  realized,  it  is  furely  defirable  to  put 
Ives  in  the  bcfl  poffible  pofture  of  defence.     And  ndther  crooi 

war,  nor  fecurity  in  peace,  can  be  fowell  stained  as  by  ai 
u^te  acquaintance  with  our  real  fituation.  When  peace  Iha 
included,  I  hope  it  will  be  upon  grounds  which  may  bo  c 
ted  to  infpire  as  few  jcaloulics  in  futurs  as  polTible  ;  but  ask 
iperfeclion  adheres  to  man,  and  as  long  as  paSion  coniii 
ore  or  lefs,  to  infliKnce  the  Adminiltration  of  Government, 
iloufics  mut^  fometimes  exifl.  If  the  Qovemment  of  Fi 
'hich  I  have  no  difficulty  in  faying  I  wifh  may  retain  its  Re 
an  form)  be  fitully  fettled  on  a  permanent  foundation,  it 
iturally  become  an  ii)je£t  for  that  country  to  pnKed  its 
ilncrable  part  by  increafing  the  ftrcngth  of  its"  marine.^Thi 
potentate  in  the  north  of  Europe,  who,  from  her  conduct  u 
cfent  war,  leaves  ns  little  doubt  of  her  intentions,  and  a| 
iiofc  operations  we  ought  to  be  formidably  prepared.  But,  1 
It  any  extended  furvey  of  the  general  policy  of  Europe,  it  is 

perceive  the  neceffity  of  maintaining  our  Maritime  fuperic 
;d  this  can  only  be  done  by  paying  a  proper  degree  of  attentii 
r  financial  refuurccs.  Having  faid  this  much  generally,  I 
oceed  to  the  more  immediate  objeA  of  my  motion.  This  is 
e  fourth  year  of  the  war,  and  the  expenccs  which  wc  havi 
rred  in  the  laft  three  years  may  be  pretty  accurately  afcertai 
x»n  the  accounts  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Houlc,  ii 
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ars  diat  we'  have  already  added  fcventy-ftvcn  miUtons  to  I 
pitd  of  the  national  6t\H.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  inter^ft 
is  liim,  new  taxes  muft  be  impofcd,  to  the  amount  of  2,6oo,oo< 
ow,  when  we  contidcr  this  cl^ar  and  indifputablc  fi&,  that  i 
be  contra£lcd  in  the  prefent  war  is  more  than  the  aggregate  fi 

the  national  debt,  previous  to  the  year  1756  ;  this  very  f-, 
ibrds,  in  my  opinion,  an  ai^umcnt  fufiicicntly  powerful  to  i 
ICC  the  Houfc  to  institute  an  int^uiry  into  the  ftatc  of  the  oounb 
d  panicularly  into  the  manner  in  which  this  debt  has  be^n  co 
i^ed.  Here,  however,  I  mult  chim  fome  indulgence  to  myfei 
HI  lately  I  was  not  much  acquainted  with  the  fubjedl  of  tinani 
.d  even  with  all  the  attention  which  I  have  been  able  to  befkr 
rhaps  my  itatements  may  not,  in  every  infbnce,  be  perfectly  cc 
£k.  .  I  hc^,  however,  I  am  julllfiablc  in  claiming  fome  indt 
ncc  from  the  Houfc,  when  I  alTurc  them,  that  it  will  pve  t 
uch  fatis(a£tion,  if  the  ditagreeabic  conclulions  which  I  have  be 
1  to  draw  from  fome  of  thofe  (htcmcnts,  can  be  corrected 
17  ex^anation  ;  and  when  I  alTurc  them  that  I  fhatl  not  wilful 
if-Date  any  circiimflance,  and  that  in  matters  of  dubiety  J  (h 
ways  lean  to  the  favourable  fide.  If  my  general  {btcmcnt  of  t 
nount  of  the  debt  contraAed  in  the  courfe  of  the  diree  laH  ye; 
:  accurate,  the  expences  have  certainly  been  much  greater  th 
cy  ever  were  at  any  former  period  of  equal  lei^th,  or  in  the  e 
utionofany  fervice  of  alimilarnatiire.  But  here  I  muftprem 
few  obferyalions  upon  the  war.     It  has  been  feid,  that  in  poi 

extent,  it  cannot  be  compared  with  any  former  war,  in  whl 
is  country  was  ever  engaged.     Certainly,  however,  the  cate 

the  prefent  war  is  much  exaggerated,  when  the  proportion  of  e 
:nce  incurred  is  juftificd  by  the  extent  of  the  fcrvices  pcrformt 
^hen  we  compare  the  prefent  war,  in  its  principle,  or  in  its  co 
i£t,  with  former. wars,  there  is  ix)thing  in  cither  which  will  r 
id  a  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  paft  times.  Let  us  loc^  back 
it^  William's  war,  when  we  were  llruggling  for  the  laine  objo 
r  which  we  now  profds  to  contend,  our  Conflitutioni  and  t 
zuiity  of  our  religion.  We  have  no  greater  caufe  now  than  i 
id  then,  nor  can  we  have  any  (tronger  incentive  to  exertic 
ampare  it  widi  the  American  war,  when  we  had  to  contend  wi 

may  powers  united.  Now  we  arc  leagued  with  a  great  a 
nrerfiil  confederacy  againfl  a  lingle  foe,  who  had  been  r^refeni 

debilitated,  cxhauAed,  and  ruined.   Then  we  had  a  flrofig  an 

fuppon,  againfl  a  revolt  in  our  colonies,  which  we  were  oblig 
-not  obliged,  peiiiaps,  for  I  certainly  did  not  think  we  were  un< 
ly  obUg;ition, .  but  wl)ich.the  Executive  Ciovernmcnt  at  that  tii 
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H^t  ftbpet  to  attempc  to  qocQ.  Theri  alfo  it'  w»  oar  fed 
[intend,  both  in  the  Eaft  ahd  Weft  Indies,  agatnft  dircc  of 
teft  maritime  powers  in  Europe  M  &tt  fame  tiotc.  But  du 
preffure  of  this  country  was  then  infinitcif  greater  than  it  U  n 
expence  of  the  conteft.  was  much  left  extravagant.  And  I 
itift  requcft  that  the  Houfe  will  lemarfc,  what  is  the  war  i 
ch  I  am  comparing  it.     It  is  the  American  war,  a  war  wl 

bvanded  at  the  time  with  every  epithet  of  abufc  i^idi  o 
iffixed  upon  its  condiuftors  for  die  extravagance  and  profu 
I  whidi  it  was  marked.  At  the  end  of  this  war,  of  rocn 
aragance  and  acknowledged  profafitm,  the  debt  contraded 
-three  millions.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  this  war, 
cafe  of  debt  amounts  to  fercnty-feven  millions,  which  it  (i 
I  millions  more  in  one-half  of  the  time.  I  Ihall  be  tcid,  . 
s,  that  great  expencc  does'  not  alw^^s  itnply  crimiiKdity. 
tr  the  obfervation  to  be  juft ;  but  does  not  an  enormous  ci; 
re  afibrd  leafonafolc  ground  for  inquiry  into  Ac  nature  of  the 
s  in  -wbich  it  lias  been  employed  ?  Let  os  take  a  yicw  of 
;nce  incurred  by  rtiewar,  down  to  December  1795.  In 
fe  of  the  lafl  three  years,  there  has  been  voted  on  eftimate 
navy  15,200,000!.  For  the  army  there  baa  been  voted 
hate  17,600,000!.  and  for  the  ordnance  thcrehas  been  n 
ctlimate,  in  the  fame  period,  2,6od,oooI.  making  iac 
e  fcrvtces,  a  fum  of  35,500,0001.  a  fom  infinitely  grc 
I  ever  was  voted  for  the  fame  fcrvices,  m  any  former  titti 
il  lei^h. — But  while  the  Houfewas  anfwent^  all  the  denu 
:h  the  Minifter  coald  make,  when  their  libcrahty  vras  fe 
[uate  to  fatisfy  the  mofl  extravagant  wifhes  he  ever  vcntur^ 
tfs,  they  cannot  be  but  aftonifhed  when  they  come  ts  fee 
nitudc  of  the  exp«nee  which  has  been  incurred  widioiit 
lonty  of  Parlinment,  and  fer  which  no  Lcgiffaitivc  provifioD 
r  made.  And  here  I  would  beg  leave  R>  call  the  attemior 
rigUt  honourable  gentleman  {Mr.  Rtt)  to  a  principle  vAudi 
tHed  in  1782,  when  he  was  Chancelior  of , the  Exchequer, : 
:h  W3S  publicly  and  formally  avowed  that  year  in  His  Majel 
::h  from  the  throne.  Hit  Msjedy  fpeakiifg  of  the  national  d 
lis  fpeech,  fays,  "  NothwiThftanding  the  gtcat  increafe  0 
ng  the  WQr,  it  is  to  be  hoped  ThM  fttch  r^latiom  may  be  1 
ilifhed,  fetch  favings  made,  and  future  loans  fb  ccradu&d, 
fomote  the  means  of  its  graduni  redefinition  by  a  find  s* 
oyment.     I  muft  with  parriculor  earmflnefB,'  diftingiriA 

(crioUB  conlideratlon  that  part  of  the  debt  which  cooflfts 
,  ordnaAco,  and  vi<SuaUing  bills.  The  vhonnous  dtfco 
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fome  of  tbefe  Ulli,  (he^s  thw  mode  of  payment  'toiie  a  taaf 
nous  expedient.  I  have  ordered  the  fcverai  cftimttc*,  tnade  oj 
ix>rredly  as  the  prefent  pratflioe  would  admit,  to  be  laid  befan 
[.  I  hope  that  fuch  farther  corrcQions  as  .nuy  be  iKce&ry, 
I  be  made,  before  the  next  jrear.  Itis  mydeflre  that  yotblboub 
apprized  of  every  expcnce  before  It  it  incurred,  as  ilar  as  thi 
urc  of  each  fervicc  can  poITibly  admit.  Matters  of  account  cai 
'er  be  made  too  public."  This  was  the  opinion  which  the righi 
vHirable  gentleman  entertained  upon  the  fubjcct  as  hr  back  ai 
Szj  and  thisopinion  he  again  recognized  in  opening  the  budgci 
1 793.  He  then  Hated,  that  he  had  made  ample  provifion  tin 
ong  and  extended  fcale  of  operation,  and  that  it  was  his  .wi(h,  ii 
articular  manner,  to  keep  down  the  unfunded,  and  cfpecially  du 
/y  debt. — Coming  firward  with  this  profrflion,  he  •btatncd  fron 
rliament  grants  uncommonly  liberal,  and  with  thefe  grants  ir 

bands,  we  now  find  that  he  has  incurred  a  greater  addkionai 
>cnce  than  ever  was  incurred  in  any  fbnner  year :  and  the  na¥] 
}t,  which  it  was  his  profHTed  objcifV  to  reduce,  now  amounts  a 
,788,0001.  In  addition  to  this,  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  n 
1  another  drcumllance  :  within  a  month  after  the  budget  wai 
:ncd,  no  lefs  than  1,54.6,0001.  was  employed  to  difcharge  thi 
cars  of  lall  year,  which,  with  the  navy  debt,  makes  abovi 
;, 000,000  a  year ;  lb  that  the  Houfe  is  reduced  to  this  fituation 
It  after  voting  17,000,000  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year,  theyfint 
It  there  remains  a  debt  of  no  lefs  than  thirteen  millicms.  Mud 
B  been  (aid  of  our  naval  cxcrlionE,  and  I  am  furc  no  man  is  non 
Mid  of  our  fuperiority  by  feajhan  I  am.  fiut  when  we  compari 
;  e]q>encc  with  the-fervice  performed,  and  the  relative  fbengtl 
the  enemy  at  the  prefent  moment,  die  means  that  we  have  placoi 
the  hands  of  Mlnit^ers,  appear  to  be  very  inadequate  to  the  u(i 
:y  have  made  of  diem.  It  is  certainly  matter  of  much  fatis 
aicKi,  that  whenever  wc  have  fairly  met  the  enemy  at  fea — tha 
:  valour  of  Britilh  feamcn  has  neyer  been  more  figually  difphyod 
tt  though  our  prowefs  has  been  ^ndantly  confpicuous,  wbcj 
;Te  was  o[^)ortunity  lor  exenionin  the  general  application  of  oh 
iritimc  ftrength,  there  has  been  a  wry  conlideraUe-failure  of  at 
itton.  Thore  never  was  a  war  in  which  our  trade  was  worf 
Dtefted  i  *aX  tluugh  fome  improvement  has  taken  place  fince 
xnt  change  was-Atadc  in  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  the  mercbani 
vc  Aill  ground  for  complaint.  Our  expcnce,  however,  has  in 
:afi:d  with  our  loffes.  Innoyearbc&>reJ78o,  was  there  d»veon 
illion  voted  finr  the  dilchaige  of  the  navy  debt.  This  was  dima 
;  American  war  i   but  inthe  pnfent  war  we  have  voted  fifteo 

Vot.  XLV.  a  L 
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ns,  and  fpent  thirteen  millions,  without  eftimne. — T 
cxpenccs  are  not  lefs  fhiking  than  thofc  of  the  navy-  Wit 
(I  three  years  there  has  been  voted  on  Htimatc  for  the  ar 
:een  millions,  and  the  account  of  exiraordinarics  anwunt 
Ojoool.  The  prcfent  has  not  only  been  a  much  larger  < 
than  ever  was  offered  at  an;  former  period  ;  but  in  addii 
:  cfiimate,  there  have  been  votes  of  Credit,  the  fruits  of  wl 
>plicaUe  to  the  fcrvicc  of  the  army,  which  were  never  gi 
:.  Of  the  application  of  thefc  votes  of  Credit,  there  is 
ular  account ;  but  they  appear  placed  generally  to  the  acco 
!   Paymafter  General  of  the  Forces,     They  amount,  hi 

to  4,478,0001.  which  makes  the  expenditure  exceed 
ite  by  14,300,0001.  This,  one  would  think,  might  (h 
»nen  as  peculiariy  (Grange  and  unconllitutional,  as  it  is 
ice  over  which  Parliament  has  no  control ;  an  expencc  wl 
t  provided  for  till  after  it  is  incurred ;  and  an  expence  wl 
ffpufe  mutl  ultimately  defi^y.  Is  this  my  t^inion  ala 
it  is  fendioncd  by  the  bed  political  writers,  and  by  the  . 
ons  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf. — Thefc  Rcfolutions 

found  in  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  in  cigt 

of  which  Committee  Jjxd  Camelford  was  Chairman,  and 
It  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  member.  Notwithfta 
lowcycr,  that  (he  right  honourable  gentleman  then  reprob; 
yflem,  he  has  fince  a£led  upon  to  an  extent  beyond  all  [ 
y  in  any  former  adminil^ration.  Rut  that  it  may  not  reft 
aflcrtion  alone,  let  us  go  back  to  a  period  IMU  more  ren 
the  American  war,  and  compare  our  prcfent  cxpcndtnirc  \ 
it  was  in  former  times.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that,  c 
ng  the  increafcd  expencc  of  everything,  it  is  ImpuGiblc 

on  a  war  now  as  economically  as  at  a  diltant  period. 
idmilTton  mull  be  received  with  fomc  grains  of  qualiBcati 
'ery  compaiifon,  however  contrafted,  there  mufl  be  fometh 
)roportion,  and  fomc  attention  alfo  muft  be  pud  to  the  rifi 
rtidea  which  enter  into  the  departments  of  expence,  of  wl; 
limate  is  made.  The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  in  K 
iam'a  nine  years  war,  did  not  greatly  exceed  a  million. 
leven  years  war,  in  the  rdgn  of  Queen  Anne,  they  did 
d  two  millions  :  fu  that  during  the  twenty  years  war,  in 

of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  the  cxtraordinaric! 
rmy  did  not  amount  to  more  tlian  one  half  of  the  cxtraoi 
t  dF  the  prefmc  year.  Some  perhaps  might  fay  that  the 
'  of  wars,  in  point  of  expence,  had  arifen  from  the  introd 
if  a  number  of  ^bufcs  whicU  could  not  now  de  remedied. 
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i^ed  then  was  too  much  mfon  for  iveting  the  font  of  that  'Obfc 
ition.  But,  in  King  William's  reign,  were  thereno  complain 
r  extravagance  ?  Were  there  no  complaints  againfl  the  Duke 
f  nrlboroi^h  for  his  prodigal  expenditure  both  of  men  and  tnonej 
ut  the  expcnce  at  that  time  was  not  incurred  for  nought.  It  w 
war  of  viflorres.  The  victories  of  Ramillics  and  Blenheim  we: 
31  nod,  and  Gibraltar  was  captured.  But  although  the  brilliai 
:;hievement«  of  that  Genera!  had  gained  immortal  honour  to  tl 
•ritifli  name,  and  although  we  had  fo  much  reafon  to  rejoice 
LIT  taking  Gibraltar,  the  jeaioufy  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  wi 
^ct«^uied  to  the  condu£t  of  our  pubUi;  aflairs  in  thofe  times,  triflii 
s  the  expence  was  ;  corr^rcd  to  the  prcfcnt,  fo  triflii^  that  d 
iHercncc  between  them  was  at  Icaft  forty  to  one.  And  what  hs 
irC  at  prcfent  to  comfort  us  in  this  immenfc  expcnce  of  our  army 
j»ik  year  no  victory  crowned  our  exertions ;  we  had  not  a  Ung 
dvamagetocompenfatcfarour  lofsoftreafurc.—Wehad'nowhei 
;ooo  meninai^ion.  When  thefe  drcumflances  are  confiderei 
;  would  be  glad  to  know  if  there  is  any  proportion  between  the  if 
rrcafc  of  our  exertions,  and  the  incrcafc  of  our  expences  ;  or 
liere  be  not  the  difpibporiion  of  forty  to  one  between  the  neceSiu 
rxpcnces  of  the  prcfcnt,  and  the  cxpcnccs  of  pall  wars  i  In  fon 
hings  the  expcnce  now  is  no  more  than  it  was  then.  An  ofEa 
)t  prefcnt  is  not  allowed  more  equipage  money  than  he  was  allowi 
n  the  time  of  Queen  Anne.  Wc  heard  fomctimes,  however,  that 
luinbor  of  diifercnt  expences  were  thrufl  in  among  the  extraord 
naties  of  the  army,  which  do  not  ftriftly  come  under  that  defcri] 
tion.  Of  this  it  is  only  neceOary  to  fay,  that  it  is  a  grofi  abuf 
mA  an  impofuion  attempted  to  be  pra^ifcd  upon  the  public.  Bi 
caving  thofe  times,  whni  great  men  performed  great  exploits,  wii 
rinall  means— times,  the  review  of  which  are  calculated  to  infpii 
rontcmpt  of  prcfcnt  men  and  prcfcnt  mcafures,  let  us  come  dov 
tua  mere  extravagant  period,  and  compare  extravagance  with  e: 
:ravagance.  The  American  war  was  once  fu]^>ofed  to  be  tl 
achme  offwofiiiion,  beyond  which  it  was  impoflible  to  go:  tho 
who  regarded  it  fo,  had  but  little  in  them  of  the  pn^otic.  I  wl 
not  make  comparifons  between  this  war  and  that  of  the  Ameritia] 
becaufe  it  is  hardly  fair  to  conlider  that  war  in  comparilbn  with  di 
before  the  French  joined  in  it.  I  know  of  no  period  in  the  htflo 
of  the  country  with  wluch  the  prefcnt  mi^t  bo  fiq>pofcd  toderr 
more  advantage  from  a  compoiifon  than  that  in  whidi  we  were  e 
gaged  in  a  war  with  France  in  1778,  1779,  and  1780,  andll 
expence  even  of  this  war  will  be  found  extremely  nXKlenite,  vhi 
compared  with  the  prcfcnt  expence.  The  fum  totil  in  thde  du 
Xh  % 
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oft  expenfive  ymn,  did  not  amount  inonnordinarles  and  votno 
ntit  to  atova  mnc  millions.  The  extraordinaricf  of  the  irmr  i 
le  pFcfent  war,  have  already  zmounicd  to  ranc  millioiu,  bdid 
yus  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  more,  exceeding  tl 
Dtesofcrcdiiatthat  time  (vrtiichaltogetheronly  made  2,7Bo,ooo] 
y-  almoft  one  half.  I  will  appeal  lo  the  judgement  and  imcgri 
f  the  HduIc,  if  fuch  a  diflierence,  between  prcfent  and  paft  r. 
cncos,  and  between  the  i&ml  expence  and  eftimatc  provided  ii 
e  not  a  fitobje£t  of  inquiry.  The  reafon  (or  an  inquiry  becoo 
ill  more  ptcfTii^  when  we  compare  what  lias  been  done  nc 
ilth  what  was  done  then.  In  that  war  wchad  to  fupport  an  an 
f  40,000  men  in  America  ;  we  had  a  laije  army  in  die  Wi 
ndies ;  gnd  we  had  a  gallant  anny,  whofc  fervices  nill  ncm 
orgotten,  defending  tbcmfdvcs  in  Gibraltar,  againft  the  combii 
fltuts'of  Franeeand  Spain.  In  thecourfcof  laft  year,  where  I 
ou  an  army  acting  i  What  (ingle  advantage  did  you  gain  ?  '1 
lad  indeed  an  army  of  2000  men,  buSeted  about  from  one  C 
nan  principality  to  another ;  from  Hefle  Caffel  to  ttw  Eledo 
>f  Hanever,  and  from  Hanover  to  Bremerlee,  dli  at  lafl  they  1 
bleed  to  embark  Ibr  England.  You  planned  a  ridiculous  cxp 
ion  to  Quiberon,  and  another,  as  ridiculous,  to  Ille  Dieu. 
ud  an  army  in  the  Well-Indies  indeed  ;  but  how  were  they 
Aoyed  i  Not  in  making  conqucAs ;  but  in  a  hard  ftrtiggk  tc 
'end  our  own  poflieflions.  With  fuch  fa^s  before  us,  if  ihe  H 
vAife  to  enter  into  an  inquiry,  (hey  at  once  wave  their  privi 
le{bt  their  duty,  and  furrender  their  controlling  power  ovci 
;)ublic  purfe.  The  cxtrav^nce  of  the  laft  year  in  ihia  war 
To  great,  the  eSed  of  h  fo  dJIaflrous,  thii  weakneft  of 
aounciti  conducting  it  fo  manifefl,  that,  I  again  repeat,  if 
Houfe  of  Commons  rcfufe  to  go  into  an  inquiry  upon  it,  du 
ockher  more  nor  Icfs  than  furrender  entirely  to  the  Mini^ 
power  pvcn  to  them  by  the  ConAitution  for  the  benefit  of  the  pe 
■rhkh  in  tffy&,  will  amount  to  faying,  that  they  are  ready  to  fiin 
■n  abufcs,  and  will  never  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  p 
■noney.  So  ranch  for  the  army.  Now  for  the  ordnance, 
Ijianch  of  fervice,  in  which  we  have  heard  fo  inucb  of  econ 
indof  reduf^Honof  ei^)ence.  For  this  head  of  fervice,  2,6o8,c 
ifss .  voted  on  ellimate ;  and  it  appears  from  the  acco 
Ihe  extraordinsirjcs  amount  to  3,gr64,ooot.  a  fum  aAwlly 
BMiing  die  elHmate  which  «aB  ofibed,  ■  and  tint  loo 
hrirkh  of  fervice,  the  txpcnces  of  wfaich  the  Chancdh 
te'EjKho]Qfer  ^iwififed  to  keep  ai  low  at  pt^ibk.     To  dds 
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icy,  the  {amc  oblcrv^ons  «4nch  wen  nude  upon  Hic  army  i 
y,  apply  with  equal  pn^Tiety.  It  is  a  prance  unconditutio 
tfclf,  a  pradicc  which  has  been  condemned  by  Parliamcnr 
Jice  which  has  been ixpioba ted  in  a  fpeech  of  His  Majefly  fr 
throne,  and  a  pra£iicc  which  thK  Chancellor  of  the  Exdieq 
mnly  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Koafe,  not  to  give  into.  Hav 
( gone  through  the  detail,  let  us  take  the  diffircnt  rutna  togcth 

put  them  in  one  point  of  view.  Fur  the  joint  fcrviccs,  th 
e  been  voted  on  cfHmate,  thirty-five  millions,  the  whole  amoi 
he  debt  contrai^ed  ;  beyond  the  e^imate  is  thirty-one  millio 
ended  without  the  confent,  con&quently  without  the  control 
liament.  All  this  extraordinary  and  enormous  fum,  which  w 
funnevotcdt^  Parliament,  amountedtofixty-fix  millions,  el; 
idrcd  thoufand  pounds,  funded  in  the  three  and  four  per  cci 
It  in  three  years  of  the  prefent  war,  in  which  little  can  befoul 
:  continued,  dilcomiitucc,  defeat,  and  di%racc.  Now  let 
iit  honourable  gsntleman  fay  what  bc'pleafe,   I  muHaver,  t 

a  Britifli  HftuTe  of  ComiBoas  to  let  lunh  a  ftatement  pafs  with 
:rious  inquiiy  into  its  trudi,  iii  neither  more  oor  lefs  than  to 
i  plunder  the  natim.  Perhaps  thenar  honourable  gentleman  n 
nind  us  of  fcune  fucceifes  in  a  cortaia  quarter  of  the  world  wh 
ve  been  obtained  in  the  courfe  of  the  wa£.  In  tbefc  I  *m  ceitai 
7  neacly  iiuerelled,  and  it  would  become  any  man  rather  tt 
;  to  rpeak  of  them.  There  certainly  wa»  a  Ihort  period  of  fun 
the  Wed  I  ndie* ;  but  what  has  liace  happened  in  that  part  of 
irldj  fully  juftilics  me  in  not  exempting  it  from  having  contrlbu 

Oarc  to  compleat  Ae  [»£ture  of  geoeml  difgrace.  Were  I 
ivc  the  fubjc3  here,  I  certainly  n^t  challenge  aninquiry  uj 
=  grounds  I  have  glrcady  taken.  But  it  does  not  ftop  here.  \ 
<t  ordy  find  an  extrav^anoe  of  expenditure  in  the  public  accoui 
IE  we  find  the  monej  applied  to  purposes  the  moft  anconflitutio 

themlclvea,  and  the  noA  dangerous  to  the  {bMe.  Who  is  ; 
ioniftied,  for  inlbuice,  at  the  incfedible  (um  which  hu  been  i 
nded  -  in  the  erc^Hpn  of  bamdu  ?  When  the  fy&eva  was  I 
idertakcn,  it  occurred  to  mc  as  a  very  unconftitutional  pmceedl 
id  as  a  g^ofe  infringement  upon  the  righto  of  tiie  Houfe,  Uj 
le  fcore  of  unconAitutionaliiy  however,  I  had  Uttle  hopes  of 
iterference  of  the  Houfe  ;  for  from  what  I  have  had  occ^on 
iifcrvc,  ihej  have  fddom  difplayed  ai^  peat  anxiety  k>  prev 
le  encroaciinients  of  ttie  Crown.  But  nothing  could  exceed : 
iiprife,  when  I  found,  in  the  accounto  ot  the  army  extiaordn?i 
le  expence  of  erc^ng  pcnnancot  bairacka  fiocc  the  year  17; 
ucd  at  ihe  eaonnotM  &un  p£  K(ioOfOOol>  vid  in  addition  to  t 
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irpofc  avowed  of  laying  out  upwards  <^  2oo,oool.  more 
fame  objefl.  That  this  ihould  have  been  done  wid»ut 
cnt  and  authority  of  Parliament,  and  merely  at  the  dilcret 
Minifi^r,  appears  to  me  the  grolTcft  infult  that  ever  was  offe 
tic  Houlc  of  CommonB.  What  fort  of  anny  are  we  to  ha 
ivc  been  told  that  the  barracks  already  ercdled  are  calculate* 
immodate  40,000  men,  whereas  the  ordinary  peace  eftabl 
It  uftd  to  be  only  18,000  men.  In  the  fyftem  ofcreifl 
•acks,  not  only  ihe  expencc,  but  the  influence  created  by  then 
>bje£l  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc.  Barrack-ma fters  h 
1  appointed  in  great  numbers,  with  large  falaries ;  and  conm 
e  been  entered  into  all  over  the  kingdom,  fo  that  the  fala 
places,  to  which  they  have  given  rife,  will  amount  to  half 
jflions  of  Mr.  Burke's  retbrm  bill.  There  is  alfo  a  curi 
umRance  in  the  accounts.  Some  of  the  barrack-mafters 
:d  as  adling.  Pray,  what  are  the  others  doing  i  Perhaps  t 
preparmg  for  a  general  cledion.  A  very  odd  circumfhince 
pencd  to  come  to  my  knowledge  refpciling  a  barrack-ma 
.incoln.  An  intention  was  formed  of  building  barracks 
icoln,  the  ground  was  never  fo  much  as  marked  out  for 
|x)fc,  and  at  laft  the  intention  itfelf  was  relinquifbcd.  As  fc 
I'cvcr,  as  it  was  firfl  thought  of,  it  was  abfolutely  necdfaiy 
c  a  barrack- mafter.  Accordingly  they  appointed  a  perfcs 
name  of  Parfons,  a  datKing-ma^er  or  faddler,  to  the  fituati 
enjoyed  a  falary  of  200I.  for  two  years,  and  then  they  gave  1 
xnpenfation  when  diey  found  it  neceflary  to  deprive  him  of 
having  enjt^ed  it.  The  opinions  of  the  beft  writers  upon 
[titutk)n,  were  clearly  again  11  barracks  altogether.  Barracks 
d  they  were  called,  but  more  properly  by  Blackll(»ie,  "  inl; 
relies."  Why  did  not  the  Minifler  tell  the  people  plainly 
It  purpofe  thefc  fortrelTes  for  forty  thouGmd  men  were  res 
itcd?  This  fubje<£t  of  itfelf  demanded  an  inquiry  in  that  Hot 
ivas  not  the  expence  alone  which  created  the  objedHon,  it ) 
influence  which  they  might  have,  and  which  they  might  be 
ded  to  have.  I  am  warranted  in  entertaining  this  fufpic 
:n  I  couple  the  barracks  with  certain  expreiTtons  ufed  in  1 
ufc  by  a  Cabinet  MinilVer,  fuch  as  "  vigour  beyond  the  lai 
m  warranted  in  making  the  (hoi^eflobje£tions  againll  banac 
h  in  the  view  of  national  economy  and  lutional  liberty.  1 
liis  extravagance  confined  to  the  land  fervice  i  Does  not 
at  department  afFardmanyinfbincesof  a  fimilar  nature?  Dui 
American  war  there  was  a  Navy  Board.  Tlic  bulinels  ho 
r,  has  beon  found  too  arduous  feu  the  board,  and  a  dep 
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mptipllcT  has  been  appointed.  Tht  mnnagement  of  the  trar 
rt  fcrvice  alfo  has  been  confidcred  as  impofingtoo  much  duty  1 
:  cnnnmiiricn)ei5  of  the  navy,  and  accordingly  2  tranfport  boa 
th  five  comntilTioncrs,  with  falancs  of  loool.  each,  has  bci 
pointed ;  and  this  too  in  the  modem  ftilc  of  condLfling  th<;  pub; 
finds  without  the  confent  or  authority  of  Parliament.     But  wl 

I  mention  this ;  DccauCe  the  debt  incurrfd  by  this  hr.mcii 
vice  alone  amounts  lo  2,900.000!.  a  furri  which  uivlcr  Lo 
orth's  adminillration,  was  thought  an  extravagant  cftimaic  f 
lilding  fevcnty  (hips  of  the  line.  And  how  is  the  fervicc  manag 
'  this  new  board,  and  thcfe  new  cemmiHioners  r  Admii 
hridian  was  detained  in  port  for  the  want  of  the  urdanancc  trar 
>rt$,  till  the  fcafon  fbr  failing  paflbd  by,  the  wind  changed,  ai 
I  the  difallcrs  which  afterwards  bcfd  his  fleet  was  tlic  confcqucnc 
"ow  I  hear  that  the  Ordnance  Office  with  to  provide  their  o» 
anfports,  becaufc  they  have  been  lb  ill  fupplicd  by  tliis  iranfpa 
jard. 

Having  ftated  the  immoderate  cxpence  of  three  years  war,  I  ha 
jwtoadd  a  few  confiderations  on  the  mode  which  the  right  honou 
lie  gentleman  has  adopted  ofraifing  money.  One  wouM  havcfu 
sfcd,  that  a  Minifter,  who  has  never  been  denied  by  Parliaine 
\y  thing  he  ever  demanded,  who  has  only  to  a(k,  in  order  to  i 
nve,  who  has  had  the  whole  managemeni  of  tlic  war  cxclufivi 
I  himfcif,  and  who  has  been  furiiiihed  with  the  molt  liberal  grar 
ir  carrying  it  on,  would  never  have  had  rccourfe  to  any  unufi 
r  unjudiRable  means  of  raifmg  money.  But  inltead  of  this,  > 
nd  him  moving  for  votes  of  credit,  to  defray  the  cxjicnces  of  p 
Tvicc ;  and  by  means  of  one  of  thcfe  bills  contriving  to  repeal 
cfting  Qatute,  which  tended  to  obOruct  his  unconftitutior 
icafures.  I  have  great  objeflious  to  votes  of  credit,  on  ti 
imcral  grounds ;  ihey  lead  to  concealment  as  ro  the  nature  of  t 
tpencc,  and  they  put  it  our  of  the  power  of  Parliament  to  Jud 
f  the  merit  of  the  fcrvice  to  which  the  expence  is  appli«d,  till  afi 

is  mcurred.  In  the  prefent  feflion  he  preil'ed  the  Vote  of  Crci 
ill  through  the  Houfe,  in  fuch  a  way  as  evidently  proved  that 
pcrations  were  to  be  rctrofpeflivc,  coiitr:iry  to  the  cxprcfs  inte 
on  with  which  it  was  voted.  We  have  upon  the  table  an  accoc 
f  the  money  advanced  by  the  Bank  for  the  public  fcrvice.  Pi 
amcnt,  in  various  intlances,  has  fan£lioncd  the  prafllce.  E 
le  Bank  of  England  is  a  rccourfe  of  which  Parliament  ought  to 
Ktremety  jealous,  and  which  no  good  MimAcr  would  wi(h  to  tri 
'ith.— The  Bank  has  made  greater  advances  during  the  pref: 
far,  than  at  any  former  period  i  a  circumftancc  which  has  cent 


ed  iK)t  a  Itttle  to  difhcTs  the  GommcKnat  trorld,  bf  puR 
of  its  power  to  grant  the  ufinl  accommodation  to  the  nmd 
December,  1795,' die  money  advanced  t^  the  Baidc,  am 
idii^,  amounted  to  eleven  millions  ;  and  what  was  vn 
rkable,  it  appears  by^  the  accounts  that  they  were  in  advar 

0  votes  of  credit  at  the  fame  time.  Neither  has  the  hh 
ich  monc}'  has  been  procured  been  the  mod  honourable  i  by  1 
Treafury  bills  of  cxchar^,  a  mode  which  is  a  direift  infr; 
the  afl  of  William  and  Maty,  refpefling  the  Bank.  Th 
a  daufc  furrepti[iou(1y  introduced  into  the  bill,  and  whii 
reiary  of  the  Treafury,  without  any  proper  notice  to  the  I 
ittered  in  a  fort  of  running  bafs,  has  been  artfully  repealo 

artfully  •,  he  never  Rated  that  the  adl  had  been  vi^ted 
t  (he  Bank  was  fiibje£l  to  the  penalty  of  the  law.  But  the 
mdant  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament,  the  greater  tt 
our  deficiences.  Laft  year,  a  loan  of  unufual  magnituc 
ed.  In  the  month  of  September  the  Chancellor  of  the  E 
ix  entered  into  a  negociation,  [the  Hambutgh  bills)  wtudi  1 
rcantUe  houfe  would  have  been  confldercd  as  an  a£t  of  I 
Key.  In  the  month  of  Oflober  he  was  obliged  to  meet  I 
nt  Ibr  a  new  Inn  ;  and  in  the  month  of  February  follow 
e  of  credit  is  demanded  to  pay  off  part  of  arrears.  And 
,  I4.,5oo,ooo  ts  left  unprovided  for  at  the  end  of  the 
lere  is  another  fubjc£t  on  which  I  wifli  to  fay  a  fcw  y 
lien  Parliament  votes  fums  for  any  particular  purpofe,  do 
Joes  it  not,  mean  that  thcfe  fum.^  ihatl  be  applied  to  the  pui 

which  they  arc  voted  !     And  when  they  are  diflerently  ap 

1  they,  or  will  they  nor,  contider  mifapplicatlon  as  mattt 
ous  animadverficxi  ?  If  they  do,  then  I  bring  fomethiii{ 
^ouschaige,  when  I  affert  that  the  difpolition  paper  cane 
■ended  on.  By  the  appropriation  a£t,  it  is  oiaded  thai 
ney  for  the  cloatliing  of  die  am^  (hall  be  itTucd  h^f-yt 
this  paper,  it  is  dated  as  having  been  regularly  tUfpo&d  e 
ding  to  adl  of  Parliament ;  whereas  I  fcnuw  that  no  mone 
n  iJfued  for  this  purpofe  fince  Midfummer  1794.  Wti 
>  very  drai^e,  there  is  not  one  of  their  agents  to  whom  Go' 
nt  is  not  in  debt.  The  money  voted  for  the  daff  alfo  h> 
n  applied  to  the  purpofe  ibr  which  it  was  voted.  With 
£s  before  them,  I  afk,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  «f  a  B 
ufe  of  Commons,  have  I,  orhavel  not,  fubmltted  a  gnvi 
Dus  charge,  a  charge  into  the  grounds  of  which  it  is  well « 
ir  while  to  inquire  i  What  will  be  our  fitUation  if  we  a 
I  peace  i     What  will  be  Uk  probaUe  txfence  at  a  peace 


d  «efcivee»  to  ithp :ypfn-,;i  jSj6^  jtjpOTtfid,,  ttiat  .ihey  ciUmated, 
■the  pcaoc  lefUbliOimcnt  in  1794^,  (njgtit  be  J^,opq',09of. 
taoura,  trtCluriii^thie.ftfi^wi^i^lflil.  Jo  j;7|5)^,^nMhcr'Com- 
BCi^w.-appftwifqi,  «ha,sn|a^d,thp  .qfljmatt  jp '  15^909^,9001. 

ifoldwocy '^hishia  Cq»)fl»itlC¥,raightfonn.  ,'I.woulii  tajfc 
:fofc,  .iheLawMgf.fiXHcnwpf.tfic  .^xc  .years  pregc^ing  -17a?. 
:h  in.jir^SS-iwps;  v6,/io!o,ocol..^  l^'iiphi  if  yoii  add  the  ip-' 
t  d»,upoirtlbc.'»pi»I  ftf  fJdit,TCoati:^(l  fpi^ljljfepipnience- 
c  of  the  war,  amounting  to  26,000,000!.  one  million  for  i.n-. 
t  of  unfunded  dcbt,-,aad'l^e'aUQW30CC-.f<Wi^3[i'jincfcafe<l  half- 
lift,  and  the  cxpjiooe j;i';,b?rR^t^,  fcgc^hcr  ^ffifhjthc  additional 
.aiCiol.'  iifaich  Irfuppolp,  will  i>c  continued  tp  be  ^ppToprjated 
te;IiqdHa(io(i,tifiAl\c  nsHifliwl  ^ebf,  J  caRjjpt  j:l^i,.jv*ie  ,tjic  p(p- 
c.t»c«:c.cft*hlJ(^IWnt,pt  Ififs ,I^an  twcn^ rftw-fl jj);,l|^oi)S. ,  .Now 

3iil(tibigJ«»e-li3r,,qalty§t"'',?Rf*''o%  'V-.^i^'f^**^'^ -'."i  "'V** 
mean  to  provide  i<x  this  debt.  The  net  produce'of  the  per- 
enr  lAeti.  i(s  -i»w  .pipqfcly- ^51^73:5(81761..  jc^ja^,  together 
itheilas^^ftntlmidt,  .efljin^ftfid  at  a  Jittie7n^9.:t|)aji.thrcc  njil- 
1,.  M%  Ditiaho  sp  a  fcvctwevflf-iiitM^c  ,nin«C(;il.p)'pK>ns,jfp  jl\M. 
^all,:j3bflre(Wflljf{ww>W't>*WWi'lioF'S|to,l>c.|!rp,vifi5,q  for,  by'an- 
,  f>aDii;tnBM^r?Xf»ttq':th9t,^iint !  i,et^f)rificmcn  .cbnjider 
«ti  (iBnijr.nbefiw^i*^  ^'ieliituwig  an  incjuiry  .into  the  i^te 
ic'liiician,'.jtf  ,dicy.can.'  _:If  wcjgo  on  |iiij|t(j(s.,vaY,.jt  is  im^ 
ble  (D-Ji)t,l)ow  fwar  iw  9K:iI'lffi'^03clu|Qg  jio^jjur,  qio.'  Let, "me 
ratjthcttoufc.TtolofffcfltitiCjBr'if^*"^  ''9>*'-f'?J^:^y-?Vif  confti- 
ts,*«djthciftiUjBcaBr:^jfffjjj9i^'!iich  tfjej;  Jy^^^ft  feel.  The  r,ight 
iqnAlB  gcsalamW.  :iby<rl)i$ii^i(^tijig  fi^emt:,  bi)>.  removed  an 
lityAom  theio«i<»:pf.i&pfi,9.99l'.!W'i  Ift4dlcd-,the(n  with-^one 
mr  mlilMfW.  , Jt,is.l)orn»Wij.i)Erl*:ith.oop.h^Dd  tO;pa.y  with  th» 
r;  iiiMliTeniiwi*;me.Crf:  d^ipuiptijP^,  ip,w)u£h  p  maa  is  rc- 
attdtuiKcry.iiJfltil^npKSJ^ittviliijig  a.  mpe  0^  l^y  Vfhite  iT\  afs 
uiig.iJt  fiffiiattJje/OtJiiiri(in(l.-^[faftnJ-it,is  iwiJlcd.  Thcrcare 
i-geBdwKnJotJtejiHpufcvha  havemamtV^ftqd  pn  trying, occa- 
I,  aM>bk.andiBimfy;i^iritfpf"imlcfen4ence.  ifth^rc  is.uny 
lcn»i  ;niQnB  ^vmiVioAv,  'whok  Ipi^rtufle  is  fufh  as'  m]ght  be 
Aod  to(  bflget:  fisdi  a.ipirit,  ^t  isithe Jtonourable-B^onet  (Sir  W. 
saKy]i  vh6„4oke  t)teto^r;[^{t^,  and  wbo  cxpie{^ed,  his  fur- 
,^lifnacbiBg4linoil<QFhf|t'fvbich  he  wovldiiavc.{elt;  at  amira- 
ac^dicsccuiacyrof  the<public  cniu^tcs.  .Wbcn  I  in(orm,that 
■rahk  IraaBSt  tbatt^jftffcn(Ks.^(l.  I^n  4uft.9lK)Ut  jjpuble 
ouXLV.      '  a  M      ■         " 
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the  amount  of  the  eftimates>  T  !x)pe  theinfbnmitionf  wiU  conrtd  his 
views^  and  that  he  Mrill  come  forward  in  a  manty  ^ay,  this  night, 
to  fupport  a  inotiori  for  an  inquiry.  I  hope  alfo,.  that  the  country 
gentlemeri,  ferioufly  convinced  of  the  alarming  crifis  to  which  wc 
arc  haftening,  and  a^uated  by  a  juft  regard  for  thdr  own  property, 
as  well  as  for  thie  national  intercft,  will  free  thcmfelves  firom  the 
influence  of  that  loadflone  which  is  imperceptibly  drawing  them  m 
the  glilph  of  ruin.     The  prcfcht  extravagance  bf^jovcmmcni  is  i 

•  monfter,  which  if  yotfdo  not  dcftroy,  it  willfoon  defboy  you.  I: 
is  a  monfter  which  muff  be  deftroyed  early ;  for  if  you  once  givr 

'  way, '  not  all  the  Herculean  ^hengdl  of  the  ;cdunby  will  be  able  !i 

.yanquifh  it. 

N^n  Hydra  Jeff 9  corptre  fm^ar  •  ^ 
Credit  In  Hercukm  Vinci  dokntitn. 
He  called  uppn  the  Houfe  to  exercife  its  tnoff  valuable  fundion, 
the  inquiJitofial  power  of  the  Commons  ^f  Great  Britain.    He 
therefore  tnoved  "  That  the  Houfe  do  now  refolvc  itfclf  into  i 
Gnniniittee  of  the  whole  Hoafe,  to  confider  tfie  Aate  of  the  ru- 

■'lf6n>'      .-■••■   '         '  '-  .  .     . 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENE Y  lofe,  not,  he  laid,  to  aphb 

Mo  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  what  were  the  inodvcs 
that  flvmld  influence  the  vote  he  would  give  on  the  .prefent  quel- 
tion,  but  to  reaflert  what  he  hadftated  on  a  former  occafion,  'ti 
Hamburgh  bills},  namely,  that  the  foninttalllafieaMUa  made cr 
that  fubjedt  by  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exche- 
quer, were  accurate  to  a  miracle,  and  that  they  pofleflcd  the  highc^ 
clegrieof  accuracy  attainable  ia  fuch  matters,  would  tieoonfeflcd  by 
every  candid  man  who  would:  duly  attend  to  the  variety  of  unfort- 
feen  exigences  that  might  arife,  and  of  which  naexad  eftlm:'^ 
could  be  formed.  Where  fuch  various  fervices  were  to  foe  providcj 
for,  and  fuch  lai^ge  fums  to  be  raifed,  the  error  of  1700,0001.  f  ^ 
not  material,  as  it  was  endeavoured  to  be  reprefented. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  faid,  that  thfc  power  of  this  Houfe  cut 
the  purfe  of  the  nation  was  certainly  a  moft  important  trufti  ar  J 
ihould  be  exercifed  with  vigilance  and  pi/rity :  But  it  (bould  not  \< 
foi^tten,  that  in  exercifing  it,  they  had  two  duties  to  attend  tc 
viz.  jealoufy  on  the  one  hand,  and  confldenoe  on  the  other.— ^1t^' 
out  a  proper  jealoufy,  they  might  betray  their  truft ;  «nd  witbo- 
confidence,  Minifters  could  not  pofTibly  ad  with  the  vigour  »r- 
cffca  licceflary  to  thecondudl  of  the  Exeotitive  Government: 
They  (hould,  therefore,  take  care  not  to  attach  themfelvcs  to  oik 
fo  as  to  renounce  the  odier.     Having  premifed  fo  much,  he  (ui/ 

^  he  was  willing  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  ti 
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ion,  on  tftc  queitioo  w  it  limply.  Ibod,-  viz.  were  thi 
nds  ibr  foch  an  inquirr  u  bad  been  demanded  "c  On : 
led  the  HooTe  to  dcci<Ie.     They  would,  no  doubt,  fee, 

a  meafure  there  Wore-mwiy  objcdiions,  unlefs  fuch  ftro 
tantial  grounds  wcrejaid  before  them,  as  to  Okw  that  the 
o£  inquiry  fuperTeded  eveiy  conlidcraiion  that  forbade  Tt 
ar^gumcnts  df  the  honourat^e  gentleman,  he  would  tepl 
3uch  perfpicuity  as  he  could,,  hoping  to  be  able  to  dcmoi 

tficre  was  no  icalbnable  ground  whatfoever  for  inquiry,  i 
1  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  would  bcfpcak  the  indi 
ic  Hoiric,  if  he  Ibould  happen  to  fall  into  error.  As 
:nce  of  the  war,  it  could  not,  taken  by  idclf,  be  a  grc 
ne  or  ccnfure  on  Minifters.  Every  war  in  the  records 
ary  was  more  cxpcnfive  than,  the  former.  This  arofc  i 
iety  of  circumftances,  fo  obvious  as  fcarcely  to  require  ci 
itial  notice.  Every  individual  muft  have  found  the  (ai 
ife  in  his  own  private  concerns,  and  obfcrved  the  prog 
irgement  of  bis  domeftic  cxpcnces.  This  prindple  iho 
ilicd  to  the  point  in  que^lion ;  and  the  fcalc  of  cxpendiuii 
ted  -by  a  fair  proportion  between  the  cxpcnccs  of  forme 
I  the  present)  taking  into  conluleratlon  all  the  difference  i 
nflanccs.     The  Houfc,  he  obfcrved,  Ihould  confidcr  the  i 

had  to  deal  with  ;  they  (houW  rccolledj,  that  the  FrcncI 
uted  the  war  with  an  utter  dtfregard  of  means  or  cxpenn 
lich^they  had  at  hd  broi^C  their  refourccs  nearly  to  a  fl 
lihilation — even  to  an  admiflion  on  their  own  part,, that  thi 
t  out  of  the  country  five-lixths  of  the  fpecie. — Inl^d,  th< 
'tied  on  the  war,  not  by  means  of  a  tax.  on  their  capital 
th  the  iriiole  cat>ital  itfelf :  fuch  were  the  extraordinary  exe 
the  enemy.  Suppoliflg  the  wartobe,  whattheHoufeliasa] 
:ided  it  to  be,  jull,  wife,  and  necefiary,  it  was  neceflary 
7  (hould  proportion  their  exertions  to  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
iwurable  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  the  four  firft  years  i 
mcrican  war  were  not  thofc  which  Ihould  be  taken  tn  on 
mpaic  with  the  pretent :  be  would  diercfore  Rate  the  &xu 
us,  'ami  fliew  tlut  the  cocnparifbn  was  in  favour  of  rtic  p 
IT.  The  whde-expences  of  Ameiica  and  HpUand  in  th 
IT,  and  of  all  the  allies  put  together,  would  not  amount  V. 

the  French  in  the  prefent  war.  In  calculating  what 
ere,  he  granted  it  would  be  dilBcult  to  find  a  criterion :  I 
zian  by  their  affighats,  in  ihdr  prefent  depreciated  l\ate,  i 
■■  idle.  Diaing  the  «igD  of  R(^)erfpierTe,  when  the  M 
'-xe  at  jiar,  the  expcpces  of  France  were  eighty  millions  ib 
a  M  2  ; 
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nii^atiVfc  cxpfncf^j  of  the  prcfisu  itar,-  *e  i«mld  flaie  thoi 
c  fe)?.  "fhe  fljor  laft  jteprs  df  the  Ameriean  war  oat  fcwtji- 
illiojtfidnd  ahalf,  tr^  whkh  w^to  bt'adiM  the  anfrulikdt 
noartting  to  t^-ertfV  tftiniori.<—  JrfaW  finiyi-faar  maHe—  and  al 
Piftc  the  *hMc  ix^rtces  of  the  p«fc*l!  wjir'amowna^  «d  only  fi 
/e  itiEtlioris.-^At  tlie  windihg' U{i  of  tbo  •»  k  n^gfa^  pat! 
tfeiremf  tfifttiain,  vhkh  wdUldMlb  InnnfidtMbte  in  e 
Kr  tfie  ArtlrinVdrt,  «h*t,  rtittf  drtlng  the  (ncreafcd  pric«  rf  c 
SOg,  atirf  the  very*  rttei1<fed  pliflOrt  wbidirfwwBT  wis«Wi| 
:carricdon,  th«  mafit^ewent  vWt6KfpeAfOcX|»cnce  Bioflai 
I  be  much  more  economical.  Aft  to  the  pref<:nf  fta*  of  At  coo 
'A-n^  to  be  ^inialtnl  by  the  (hfe  of  the  rovenun  and  comm 
1  evtrf  other  war,  thcnev  (axel  dwdvB  ^ledts  produce  tlii 
rtoiirtt  at  which  they  t/trt  ftaied— and  the  old  twoes  partki 
TI  off  from  the  amount  of  their  irfu»l  return*  to  the  iwraiwes. 
1  average  of  the  three  years  of  fha  w4t  tht  diflireiKje  be(»eci 
;rmaticnt  tastes  4as  only  246,000).  aird  die  nev  tazet  we 
!a(T  ec]ual  every  year  to  what  ^cV  had  been  (failed.  So  tha 
Fotife  vroultl  fee  the  country  bore  up  ;^^nft  (he  bntdon  of 
^r  more  than  ever.  The  commerte  of  fbc  ennhtty  was  in  a 
111  more  faiisfaflory— It  flood  fhu*  : 
"he  cxportj,  taking  ihc  three  laft  ycits  of  . 

{leace,  the  greattft  p-riod  of  cortiMefCC  (htf 

tbuntry  ever  Itnc*  before,  the  average  of 

c&ohyeav  was  —  _  ^,   jjjjgj 

Tie  average  of  the  Uft  three  yeflrs  qf  ihB 

prcfent  war         — -  —  —  34,453; 

Tiat  (he  txpotts  of  th«  war  ek«ed  iiwrfs  of  ■     . 

tfie  bcft  jia^'.  tirt)cAce,  annually  \  — .  _  1^868. 
^xjiorts  ■  for  the  average  of  the  three  bcft 

yeaVS  of  (leace,  as  before,  —  tp.sSi 

LVcWgcdFthtt*  laftyeati  war,  -r      ■  '    So,964 


!'he  e^rtftrf  th*  wat- 4ver  peace.         .  —  t^iyS 

*o  Aat,  unA;r  the  additional  (leW,  sfMj  all  the  ptwfliiM  of 
TC  t-evefite  Wrt  as  great  as  e«r,  and  the  ?omrHB»ce  of  the  ec 
a4c&niidcraWy  (ncrea^cd.  Thc^ieit  fuhjcft*o  hdhwMablii 
Icrflah  had  touehcH  tiptJn,  ii*iis  the  n»de  of  borttiirtng  matm. 
hh  Re  Would  ti^ly,  tkrf  if  his  ti^t  |iart«ifa(jlp  ffkhd  had 
onW^i  "at  i  -higher  tntertft  dwn  loi^w  feirotr^  bow, ,  it  1 
rtte  to  lie  ■wbftaertd  at,  ffiicfc  ike itx 
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debt  of  thenalk»  ha\ihgi^a«HmuUlQdy  \Xyi^  natucal  that  greater 

intcr^  (bobld'be  (temaDckd.     Yet,  Otfnparingthe  loans  with  thofe 

in  tise  Americtfir  wa«^  t)icy  would  be  found  at  one  per  cent.  IcHi 

inrercft.     In  «vefy  other  war,  too,  the  liiiking  fund  wasdeftroyed  ; 

Mphcrcaa,*  in^  thisy  nea&i^s  were  taken  hy  his  right  honourable 

fnend  tor  appropriite  n  fund  for  the  doc  payment  of  the  fums  raifed. 

Jn  eihery  od^er  war  there  was  a  large  unfunded  debt— in  this  there. 

was  no  debt  left  tmtunded.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  (lated^ 

ia  warm  terms  of  approbation,  what  liad  been  done  in  fofmer 

times.      Mr.  Jenklnfcn  declared  he  was  difpofcd  to  do  all  poffiblci 

jallice  to  thofe  gopd  times,  as  the  honourable,  gentleman  called 

thctn  ;  but  wlien  they  wf.re  dated  in  di&dvantageous  comparifoa 

with  tbor  meafures  6i  his  right  honourable  friend,  he  muft  freely 

fpeak  h£t.     The  national  debt/  hefitated,  in  the  war  fubfequent 

to  the  ilevt)l9tkin  ;  it  then  amounted  to  fifty  millions  ;  after  that  - 

the  facosflTion  war  roifcd  it  up  to  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  ; 

but  had  they  bad  in  thofe  good  days  the  found,  provident  policy  of 

his  ri^t  honourable  friend,  and  applied  one  per  cent,  for  the  dif- 

charge  of  it,  the'  country  would  not  now  have  to  complain  of  itt 

accumulated  preiiure ;  the  only  debt  would  be  that  of  the  Americaii. 

war,  and  even  that,  with  the  fame  attention,  would  be  Icfs  thaa 

it  is«  .  What  not  only  neither  the  whig  adminiftrationof  Qiicea 

Anne,<  nor  all  the  fubfequent  MiniAers  up  to  LrOrd  North  him&lf 

had   even    done,  his  right  honourable  friend  did ;  and  poderityr 

would  do  him  the  ju(lice  which  fome  gentlemen  denied  him  nowji  ^ 

and  declare^  with  exultation,   th^t,  while  they  groaned  under  tha 

debts  accumulated  in  former  war$*-thofe  good  times  as  they  were 

called,  this  war  of  1793,  which  they  (diveftedof  party  rancou* 

^id  party  prejudice)  will  conlider  aa  the  moft  jtifl,  the  moft  wife, 

and  the  moft  neceilairy  war  in  which  the  country  was  ever  engagec),  , 

had  been  defxayed  without  leaving  a  (hilling  expcnce  upon  them« 

It  could  not  be  dented  that  wars,  if  inevitable  and  neceflary,  are 

wars  for  ppfterky  as  mudras  for  ourielves*     l/i  prefervixig  ourfelves, 

we  pieferve  pofteri^  V  for  what  would  be  our  ruin,  would  certainly 

be^rtieirs.     From  aconvidUon  of  the  &uth  of  (his  propofition,  tvf 

did  not  thifric  the  ftif|ding  fyftem  unjuft.     But  the  hi^dl  credit  waf 

due  to  that  MUiifter,  who  ftepped  beyond  the  mere  Hoc  of  juAic^ 

and  lightened  the  burden  to  poftericy  ;  ai)d  fuch  was  the  praife  ojT 

hie  right  honourable  friend. '  Hit  right  honourable  friend  had  bee^ 

eeofiiped  for  taking  the  loaa  in  the  3!  per  centa;  but.wlien,  accqrd-- 

idgio  his  fyftenri,  they  were  not  only  paying  the  iatereftbut  dimir 

fiifhing  the  principal^  it  was  certainly  advantageous  (o  prefer  the 

fiiiaiU  jiilcicil  and  the  laxge  capital.    As  to  the  aflertion  made  Ipf 
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die  honotmMe  ^tlerrun  Unit  the  expenditure  wu  Qctranj 
when  cftrnpired  with  tht  fcrvice  done,  he  would,  irithout  fa 
the  rdtilt,  take  a  compvifon  with  any  war,  and  undertake  to  f 
that  greater  exertions  had  been  made  in  proportion  to  the  cxp 
in  this  than  any  other  war  before ;  that  there  were  more  men  broi 
into  the  ticld,  nnd  more  (hips  (ct  on  float.  The  fliips  put  in  c 
ihiiTion  were  no  Icfs  than  three  hundred  and  founccn — that  i 
fay,  54  more  than  were  in  the  whole  American  war :  beftdes, 
tfiofe  there  was  a  much  greater  proportion  of  Ui^e  (hips  than  bej 
And  there  were  rwt  Icfs  than  21 7,206  men.  Thoi^  evcrv 
de  whatever  was  incrcafed  in  price,  th^  had  a  larger  force  at  nc 
die  fame  expcncc  as  in  the  American  war.  Bclidcs,  this  war 
diiferent  in  the  fcale  of !»  exertions.  From  its  nature  it  was 
tincntal ;  and  the  exertions  of  France  in  naval  and  landed  opeiai 
were  greater  than  ever  was  known  ;  fo  that  Er^land  had  not  < 
a  greater  maritime,  but  a  greater  land  war  to  carry  on  than  at 
former  period.  To  thofc  wonderful  exettions  was  to  be  ad 
the  cxpcnce  of  the  fublidies.  And  here  he  would  lay,  that  it 
a  mithkc  to  confidcr  all  the  naval  fuccefles  as  attributable  mi 
to  the  nnv-y ;  a  great  fharc  of  it  mufi  be  imputed  to  the  contint 
exertions.  A  great  llatefman  had  given  it  as  his  decided  opir 
and  dictated  the  reafun  of  the  thing  nbviouJij ,  that  when  at 
with  Fnncc,  engaging  the  continental  powers  in  our  favour 
politic i  not  limply  as  a  divcrfion  in  favour  of  the  opcrati<Mis  of 
fleets,  but  a<>  a  means  of  compcllii^  France  to  throw  her  refou 
into  land  force,  and  thereby  to  prevent  her  nuking  greiit  marii 
exenions.  He  therefore  maintaiiKd,  that  there  was  no  ptodig 
in  fubfidies,  compared  with  the  benefit-derived  from  them. 
Aul^rian  loan  had  been  called  impolitic  ;  and  fome  gentlemen 
gone  fo  far  as  tn  fay  that  a  fubfidy  would  have  been  better  j  bu 
had  the  fatisfaftion  to  fay,  thofe  opinions  were  already  h 
groundlefs:  the  intereO  had  been  punctually  paid;  and  the  guara 
of  this  country  for  the  fiim  was  not  fo  impolitic  ;  for  the  exert 
of  Auftria  had  already  produced  effedi  that  were  more  than  a 
price  for  it.  The  debt  at  prcfent  unfunded,  he  granted, 
large,  but  it  had  been  already  provided  fbr-^and  it  would  1 
been  no  more  than  candid  in  the  honourable  gentleman  to  Y 
ftated  fo.  And  here  he  would  fubmit  to  the  Houfc,  vrtiethi 
vas  pofTtble  to  carry  on  an  extcnlivc,  complicated  war,  l^  pn 
eliimates — and  above  all  wars  this,  in  which  cdimatei  mull  utt 
fail,  from  tlie  varied  form  and  number  of  expeditions  neccffit) 
be  carried  on,  in  order  to  counteract  the  vaftand  divcrlifwd  op 
tiyiH  of  the  enemy— for  never  was  wax  cariied  on  in  fo  many  d 
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Pent  <]iH)rteTB.     As  to  the  barracks,  the  accounts  wen  ^ven 

innually  for  fi«e  or  fix  years,  fi>  that  the  Hoiifc  was  aware  of 

tiad  given  thdr  £in£tion  to  them.     The  amount  did  not  exhibit 

marks  of  extravagance.      The  espencea  were  ncccllarjiy  great, 

being  for  a  new  fyftcm  approved  by  the  Houfe,  and  carried  i 

execution  at  ortce.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  alked,  "  « 

had  we  gained  for  this  great  cxpcnce  V     He  would  remind 

HooTe,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  right  honouR 

friend  had  been  at  firft  averfe  to  the  war :  but  war  having  b 

determined  on  by  the  wifdont  of  die  Houfc,  they  then  infilled  i 

tbewarlhould  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal  affairs  ofFiai 

and  called  on  Minifters  to  dircfl  it  to  national  obje3s  only. 

have  witncffiid  the  extraordinary  and   unprecedented  fucc^Ics 

have  had  with  refpeS  to  thofe  obje^s,  and  nut  to  be  (aOsfied, 

fuTCly  TCiy  Aninge  and  incontiltent  in  the  honourable  gcntlemci 

the  other  fide.      To  refreih   their  memory,  however,  and  do 

duty  to  the  Hourc,  he  would  Hate  what  we  had  gained :-— "  ' 

navy  of  France  never  fufTered  fo  much,  nor  had  the  navy  of  G 

Brioin  ever  gained  fo  much-^ — never  was  a  war  at  once  fo  glori 

and  beneficial  to  Great  Britain."     The  honourable  gentler 

fecmed  to  hold  ingrcat  contempt  the  acquilidon  of  the  Cape  of  G 

Hope— the  Dutch  polTcnions   in  India,  the  throng  holds  we 

got  in  St.   Domingo,  and  flill  more  the  Ifle  of  Martinique, 

nipft  important  to  us  of  any  we  could  acquire  in  the  Wctl-lnt 

and  attended  as  it  is  with  local  and  natural  advantages  for  a  n 

^wer ;  infomuch  that  the  Marquis  de  Buuille  attributed  to 

polTcflion  of  it  all  the  {iiccefles  we  had  in  the  Well-Indies.  Nci 

did  the  honourable  gentleman  fecm  to  thi  nk  of  the  acccfTion  of  ( 

Ilea  to  the  dominions  of  the  Britifh  Empire.     But  upon  the  fif 

ilatemcnt  of  the  ruin  of  the  French  navy,  the  confequcnt  add: 

to  OUT  own  he  would  confidently  re(l,  and  the  acquifitions  ga 

irooi  the  enemy,  his  aflcrtion,  that  this  was  as  glorious  a  wi 

Great  Britain,  oi  any  other  nation,  had  ever  carried  on. 

honouT^^le  gentleman  had  inveighed  againll  the  confidence  rc{ 

by  Parliament  in  His  Majelly's  Minidcrs,  and  if  he  Mr.  Grey 

his  right  honourable  friend  were  to  be  believed,  wew<Te  now 

nton  d^enerate  flate,  with  refpcd  to  political  freedom  ;  bat  i 

out  meaning  to  cenfure  former  times,  he  would  mention,  that  ii 

reigns  of  George  the  Firll  and  George  the  Second,  much  i 

Confidence  was  repofed  in  Miniders;  at  one  period,  after  ten; 

of  peace,  one  million  and  a  half  was  ..voted  lor  fccrct  fcrviccs, 

Commons  requeuing  an  account  of  it,  the  King  refufcd  k>  co 

irtlh  their  requell^  and  tiiey  wve  facisficd.     Nuchirtg  in  the  pi 


t  PARHW^fENTARY  .[Colt*** 

-lod  couJdlie'firaStKcdeqtidtolTntt  ihfhntt  Af-conRaeticewH 
had  now  quoted.  Ifl  fine,  he  Htaintalncd,  =lh«-forthe1 
:lvc  years,  this  country  had  'more  pelifif  ^  liberty,  anrf  tftcpeo 
rrcater  ftiare  in  theConftitdricHi  than  ever -they  hirf.  He  *ie 
c,  being  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  the  gKHmiSson  wfcidi 
lourablc  gentle  man  built  his  motion,  would  giveliis  ¥oitc  -agu 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  after  Ac  Ywy  Ale  fpeeOi   eff 

noorable  fiicrid  who'  made  the  motion,  he  wodld  -tnttude  him 
Dn  the  Htiufc  butfor  a  (hontime.  He  corrftifed  himfclf  m 
prifcd^han  fatwfied  by  any'thing-lhst  tarffillenlromthe  heho 
le  gentieinan  who  had  jnft'fat  iovin.  ff  the  example  ofTnr 
I  to  defperation,  -as  ihtr  honnjfaWe  gentleman  aftertcd,  he  ■» 
ich  afraid  the  conduift"  of  Miriiiters  "wn  Jld  foon  bring  us'vctyn 
that  fituadon,  for  ifwas  Tfet  -pnfliblc  to  gaefs,  for  lefs-ta'fisref 
:  fatal  confcq'-ienccs'that  might  enfue  from  a  perfcvcranbe  in  ti 
c  of  condu6l  which  they  had  uniformly  purfucd  fincc  tHcco 
mccment  offtewur.  He  had  liftencdattcntiTcly  toftie  honoi 
e gentleman's  fpeefih,  andcoiiltl  hase-wifhtd-tohoTe  heairlh 
Hfy  upon  fair  grounds,  that  ffftem,  lb -ibly  rettrofeited'by  i 
nourable ftiend.  'When  the conduift oFFranee  formed-'flie-rf>j' 
continual  abufe,  it  became  a  feir  queflion  iio  confidilr,  tthcd 
:  had  on  otir  own  part  made  th6fc  exertions -which  we-had  i 
ans  of  doing,  -and  whctlicrthc  accounts  on  the  table  vrere-fei; 
i  properly  made  out  ?     Thcfe  WTreimportinC;points,-and  call 

inquiry-  What  could  a 'Inomber  of  Parliaincnt  fay,  when 
nt  into  the  country  amoOgfthisconflituents, -dfTCrhaving  impoi 
ditional  burdens  upon  ■them,  Vithout  being  able  to-tcll  how  t 
)ncy  votcdi  was  applied;  or  to  ifibrdihcm  the  leafVfatisfaiflion 
■the  real  flatc  of  the  nation  ?     Such  was  ftieit  fituatitm  now, 

inquiry  was  granted.  It  ^as  this -fort 'of -confluift  that  madc^ 
aplediffatisficd  with  the Tnana{;cnicnt  of  pfibiic  affairs  ar(d  f 
ccdthem  to  have  no  truft  or-confldenCe  In'thtir  reprefentatiw 
tiring  the  American  war  it  l^ad  beeri  thought  ncccferyto  infHn 
»nrnittec9  of  Inquiry,  beiJaure  ihcexpaices'  of  the  -war  wi 
efned  to  be  Improvident  and  mifapplicd.  Hthat  "was  the  c 
icntheimount  was  onlynme  millions,  what  could  JuffilyrefifW 
juirynow,  when  the  amount  was  morethctn  doidslc  that' fan 
1  to  the  bosftedacquifittons-^hich  (he  honourableg^ndcman  fi 
»e1t  upon,  he-fairiytJwnod  that  he  confidercd  mdft  of  them, 
t  all,  as  tnisfonunes  ;  he  rather  wiSicdthat  foifte  fyftcm  coi 

piirfued^atwould  keep  us  entirely  rid  of  cotoniiafion,  whi 

always  tfaou^t  wnded'to -wcrfren  die  oounety,and  woald fina 
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minatc  in  ita  ruin.  He  wifbnt  genilcmcn  had  Hievii  how  t 
^n  dcllroycd  and  the  money  expended  during  this  war,  both  i 
;  Continent  and  in  the  Wcrt-Indies,  as  well  as  the  many^  i! 
itrlved  and  worfe  executed. p]ans,  had  been  produflive  of  publ 
ncHt ;  furc  he  vas  it  would  not  appear  that  any  adequate  advai 
^  to  the  country  was  the  refult.  He  denied  that  contincnl 
rs  had  ever  cither  been  ufcful  to  this  countrV)  or  had  anfweri 
;  purpofcs  for  which  they  were  undertaken.  He  had  alwa 
en  againfl  this  war  from  the  commencement,  although  he  wou 
vc  wifhcd  to  protcft  Holland.  But  while  the  French  «ere  kc 
t  there,  peace  might  have  been  negociuted  on  terms  equal 
nourableand  advanDgcous  to  otiifclves.  -  He  thought  this  was 
^mco't  when  the  country  buglit  to  know  their  real  liiuation,  ar 
icn  the  Mimllcrfi'  ought,  of  all  oiliers,  to  be  moO  forward  i 
inting  (b  fiair  an  inquiry  as  that  demanded  by  his  honoutab 
end,  and  not  to  obftinately  pufh  forward  in  a  (yQctti  of  deliriun 
im  pcHnt  topcnrit,  till  they  had  completely  ruined  the  coimtT] 
2  was  pointedly  fevere  on  the  ercflbn  of  barracks,  and  tfie  enq 
3US  amount  of  the  expences,  as  Rated  by  the  ellimates  both  fi 
ofe  already  built  and  thole  intended  to  be  ereflcd.  It}  fuch  a 
irming  and  critical  fituation  was  the  country  now  placed,  thi 

would  be  deficient  in  hit  duty  if  he  did  not  fpcak  out  Mti] 
lould  Mtniftcrs  pcrfift  in  the  line  of  condufl  they  had  purfuci 
cy  would  compel  the  people  to  fpeak  for  themfelvcs,  not  ftoi 
y  love  of  French  principles,  but  from  die  burdens,  calamitie: 
id  diflrclTcs  of  a  ruinous  and  expenfive  war.  And  if  all  inquii 
IS  to  be  rcfiRed  as  it  had  been,  it  was  of  no  confcquencc  for  th 
prefentativeB  of  the  peoi^c  to  call  themfclves  fuch,  or  to  remai 
ere  ;  perhaps  they  might  do  better  to  retire. 

Mr.  M.  MONTAGU  defended  the  war,  both  in  its  con 
encement  and  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conduced,  thoug 

was  conTcTous  that  on  fo  delicate  a  fulijeft  he  was  taking  the  ui 
pular  fide  of  the  queflion.  He  entirely  approved  of  the  meafuri 
llch  Miniftcrs  had  purfued.  War  was  always,  he  admittei 
[ended  with  great,  and  often  unfbrefeen  cxpences,  but  it  was  n 
tiunal  with  Miniflcrs  whether  that  expence  was  large  or  fmall 
nddcriiig  the  rcfources  and  credit  of  the  country,  he  thought  nnii 
aifc  was  due  to  them  for  the  manner  in,  which  they  had  providt 
r  die  exigencies  of  the  war  ;  but  great  u  thofc  cxpences  were,  1 
ntcndcd  with  his  honourable  friend,  that  they  did  not  much  e; 
cd  the  expenditure  of  the  laft  four  years  of  the  American  wai 
:  period  which  he  likcwffe  agreed  with  his  honourable  friend  w 
:  only  proper  period  from  which  to  draw  acompariibn.     He  wov 

Vol.  XLV.  i  N 
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:(ay,  while  he  ptaifed  the  exertions  of  Minifters,  thattfiey 
^I  occ3(ions  been  foccefsful,  but  they  had  been  {b  to  a  d( 
ich  greater  than  under  the  circumflances  of  the  times  could 
;n  expedcd.  By  a  continuance  of  thotc  fpirited  exertions 
cnch  intift  at  laft  be  brought  to  their  fcnfes.  The  Miniflc 
s  countr)'  were  placed  in  an  arduous  fituaiion,  and  they  had  i 
unk  from  it.  .  If  men  were  infincerc  they  might  dupe  him 
1  he  was  confident  that  Minifters  were  dcfirous  of  peace  vh 
lid  be  tiad  on  honourable  and  advantageous  terms  for  this  cou 
they  were  to  be  difmiffcd,  and  others  appointed  in  their  plact 
ght  fend  to  create  a  diftraflion  and  incfficacy,  that  rather  t 
ard  than  forward  ncgociaiion  ;  and  he  never  could  a'gree  n 
)porition  to  conclude  a  difhonourabtc  peace.  From  all  thefc 
erations  he  was  convinced  that  the  war  was  neceflary,  that  it 
cxpcnfive,  that  our  exertions  in  many  cafes  had  been  fucce 
d  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  Minillert  were  infinct 
Sir.  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  exprcffed  the  fatisfi 
Qiould  feel  in  the  return  of  peace,  and  had  no  doubt  but  Mir 
luld  ufe  every  effort  to  obtain  it  upon  fafe  and  honourable  ft 
:  avowed  a  firm  belief  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  right  ho; 
Ic^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exckequer,  who,  he  was  certain, 
;  good  of  the  country  at  heart.  Was  jt  not  his  wifli  to  r< 
;  national  debt  i  and  was  it  not  mantfcded  bv  his  financial 
■  that  purpofc  ?  He  denied  that  the  (ituation  of  our  affaiti 
that  ftatc  in  which  they  were  reprefented.  He  referred  t 
tcofthe  funds  in  17771  and  compafed  them  to  their  price  i 
:fcnt  year:  In  1777,  they  were  down  at  54.;  they  are  re 
1.  He  marked  the  difference  of  14  per  cent,  as  an  indie 
our  comparatively  better  fituation.  Headmitted  that  the  a 
the  nation  noodin  ncedof  inveftigation  ;  but  (hall  we,  fail 
this  crilis,  he  driven  into  a  Committee,  and  thereby  be  ob 
proclaim  our  poverty ;  (hall  we  be  compelled  to' go  aboul 
'  (linking  filh!  Scarce  a  week  or  ten  days  pafs,  but  fii 
)tions  are  brought  forward  by  gentlemen  in  Oppofition,  foj 
rpofc  of  peftering  and  teazing  Minifters,  thereby  impedin 
igrefsof  public  bufmefs,  and  preventing  the  attainment  of  a  f[ 
i  honourable   peace,  which  he  was  convinced  was  an  e 

inifters  had  moft  fincerely  at  heart without  producing  anj 

lefit  to  the  country.  The  duty  he  owed  the  country,  ani 
iple  at  large,  called  upon  him  to  deprecate  tlic  motion,  on  v 
did  not  wi(h  to  give  a  fikiit  vote.  The  country  by  perfcvc 
uld  again  revive,  and  become,  he  hoped,  a  great  and  floi 
r  nation. 
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Mr.  STEELE  rofe  to  make  fome  obfcp/ations  upon  what  h:i 
len  from  the  honourable  gendeman  who  pTopofcil  the  CommJtte 
Inquiry,  concerning  the  railing  of  fums  without  the  authority  c 
rliamcnt,  which  was  certainly  entitled  to  fome  conGderalion.  1 
s  undoubtedly  flic  ihc  honourable  gentleman  wasjurfified  i. 
nting  that  the  expcnces  of  the  public  ferviccs  had  of  late  yeai 
:ctded  the  eftimaces ;  but  the  amount  was  not  equal  to  th 
Tourablc  gentleman's  ftatcment,  although  it  was  not  far  ftiorl 
ic  navy  cftimatcs  were  made  at  15,000,000!,  and  the  nay; 
raordinaries  had,  in  'the  courfc  of  tlirre  years,  amounted.  ^ 
,ooo,oool.  The  allowance  of  four  pounds  per  month  forever 
11  was  an  allowance  of  long  ftanding,  but  in  it  was  included  victual 
5  and  cloathing,  and  what  is  called  wear  and  tear,  and  it  had  no 
fome  years,  been  found  equal  to  the  expenditure,  even  in  timi 
3cace.  Now  if  tliis  fum  was  not  fuifficicnt  in  time  of  peace,  \ 
s  impoITiblc  to  cxpcft  that  it  fhould  be  fo  in  timcof  war,,  .T^i' 
at  caufes  of  the  cxcefs  in  tiic  time  of  war  were  tlic  high  prices  o 
ivifions,  the  price  of  naval  (lores,  and  the  cxpcnce  of  tranfports 
:er  the  firfl  year  of  the  wnr,  therefore,  his  right  honourable  friend 
opening  die  budget,  had  found  it  hisdut5' tollate  the  debt  he  hat 
urred  in-  confcquenei'  of  this  cxcefs,  aud  the  means  which  hchai 
ivided  for  difeharging  it,  a  duty  which'  he  had  pnfliled  in  ever] 
ceedingyear  ;  and  Mr.  Steele  thought  himfelf  juillfied  in  faying 
It  the  Houfc,  by  its  proceedings  upon  the  flatements  of  his  righ 
VHirable  friend,  had  joined  with  him  and  given  an  tndeirinifica' 
n  and  a   fan<51ion  to   what  he  had  done.     His  right  honuura' 

friend  had  provided  for  the  difcharge  of  the  whole  of  thii 
,ooo,oool.  of  navy  debt,  except  one  million  and  a  half,  th.T 
s  to  fay,  in  other  words,  eleven  millions  and  a  half  of  the  exccf 
re  already  provided  for.  On  the  opening  of  the  budget  in  th< 
fcnx  fcflion,  his  right  honoumblc  friend  had  informed  the  Houfe, 
t  fincc  the  30th  of  December,  1794,  the  navy  debt  had  in 
afed  1,500,0001.  which  was  to  be  provided  for,  and  the'^ouu 
ed  upon  this  (latement.  After  that  information^"thercforc,  h'l 
jld  not  imagine  his  right  honourable  friend  had  proceeded  with. 
:  the  authority  of  Parliament.     In  the  account  of  the  army  deb 

honourable  gentleman  had  not  been  fofairasin  that  of  the  navy 
le  eftimatcs  of  the  army  he  flatcd  at  17,600,000!.  which  wa: 
ividcd  for  by  the  funded  debt  i  and  the  extraordinary  expcnces 
unfunded  debt,  incurred  during  the  laft  three  years  for  die  army 
calculated  at  9,000,000!.  to  which  he  added  the  Vote  ofCrcdi 
2,500,000!.  and  the  extraordinary  expcnces  of  the  ordnance 
.  nialiing  in  all  a  fum  total  of  1 4,000,000].  and  upwards  0 
aN  a 
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tnM'debt  for  the  vwj,  uoautborized  Iqr  ParUamcat 

rcTOT,  was  not  the  true  flate  of  the  cafe ;  for  the  Vote  of 
vhich  he  Oiould  (peak  more  particularXy  by  and  bte,  had  t 
&n3iun  of  Parliament ;  and  as  the  honourable  gentleou 

had  faid,  fome  of  the  ex{)cncei  nerc  bccafioncd  ^y  the 
is  of  the  funded  debt  being  in  arrear,  which  was  equival 
il£[ion.     Of  this  nature  had  been  an  incrcafe  of  the  cKpc 

payment  of  bills  drawn  abroad  to  the  amount  of  5,50( 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  loan.  This  reduced  (be  1 4,o0' 
he  honourable  gcnilcmaa's  calculation  below  the  original 
)00,oool.  of  the  unfunded  debt  of  the  army,  to  which  ' 
added  4.  or  500,000).  (for  he  reckoned  in  round  numb< 

prccifely  within  100, oQol.)  to  be  paid  again  by  Mj 

I  the  700,000!.  favcd  ujion  ihc  grants  of  ryg^  *™' 
ich  will  reduce  the  ori^nal  g.ooo.oool-  to  fcvcn  wlUii 
ijf.  Comparing  the  7,500,000!.  therefore  with  thi;  ui 
)t  left  to  be  provided  fur  at  the  end  of  every  iormer  war,  h 

II  his  belief  that  we  bad  expended  Ids  in  extraordinary  e 
n  in  any  former  war  whatever.  He  begged  the  Houfis  to  1 
t  he  Rated  this  a£  his  belief,  tlut  in  former  wars  the  fuin 
!he  conclufion  of  the  war  to  difcharge  the  unfunded  debt 
the  amount.  In  the  lad  war,  when  a  Committee  was  aj 
inquire  Inio  thccxpcocesandcondudof  tbcwar,  the  Coi 

object  In  flrong  language  to  the  contradling  of  debts  ' 

authority  of  Parlinnieni,  and  yet  no  provifion.  was  r 
B3  with  rcfpcft  to  the  comrafting  of  fuch  debts  in  fai 
\xa  the  a4t  even  was  paflcd  for  the  r<^ulatlon  of  the  c 

Payinafler,  although  thefe  extraordinaiy  expenceS  were  a 
ignized,  no  claufe  was  intrrxluccd   to  prevent  them,  o 

farrier  notice  taken  of  them ;  and  hence  it  was  but  rea 
him  to  conclude  that  they  thought  it  might  be  inconvcr 

public  fervice  to  put  them  under  th^  exprefs  reflation. 
n  ifcxt  contended  by  the  hcviournble  gentleman,  (hat  thi 
nA  violiition  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  which  he  cor 
1  mifdecDeanor.  If  Ms  right  pnnourable  friend  had  viols 
HOpriatiqa  t&,  he  had  done  no  more  &an  his  prcdocc(T< 
e  before  him.  There  had  always  been  the  fame  difrej 
Apprgpriaiion  afl,  and  (he  fame  pia^lce  b^becn  coi 
ifcin  1782,  ai^d  for  years  antecedent  to  the  pafliogofiJ 
it  flill  continued  ii)  j^Sj,  and  had  Veo^atned  f(>  cvci 
:he  Appropriation  a£t,  ceitain  fijms  were  to  be  cAimat 
Jided  for  jindcr  Ufch  aijd  fuch.  h(;ads,  but  there  had  ?lwa; 
»in  expeoc«  incurred,  whifih  were  afteiward*  broqght 
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Ticntj  undcr^e-beadof  estraonliiiai;  openpes;  and  as^ 
wayi  been  jutliRed  and  ajifuovcd  by  Parliamemt,  be  did  n 
Lt  any  blame  could  be  aoachcd  to  hts  conduA  ia  tbc  jircG:! 
:e.  By  bonowing  furasm  1795*  Govooment.  was  able  I 
r2,6oo,oopl.  upoD  the  grants  qf  1795.  That  ^um  ha 
(Ircady  voted  by  Parliament,  and  reptid  to  the  army,  an 
he  additionof  the  farther  extraordlnanes  that  oaay  be  votec 
dgcd  himfclf  that  thcic  would  bemoa^  tnsrc  than  fuificiei 
'  the  whole  of  the  army,  and  not  leave  lixpeoce  iii  UTcai 
IS  to  thcprefent  arrears,  be  granted,  that  Co  tbellaffof  J793 
,  and  1795,  laige  fuirs  had  been  doe.  Of  thcfe  fumi 
rr,  there  (Hily  lemained  T909I.  lAijiaid  for  17931  an 
tol.  tor  1794.,  and  when  thofc  funn  were  paid,  there  woul 
arrcar  whatever  In  the  army.  The  cau£E  of  tbcfc  aricai 
nple,  whi^  he  briefly  l^ated^  left  the  Honfe  Ihould  cutei 
I  idea  that  the  whole  of  the  IhtfF  cClaUiibment  had  been  i 
Perfonson  the  Continent  and  inibe  Wcft-lndies,  hav 
t  a  claim  (or  payments  when  due,  iqua  the  Deputy  P^ 
"s,  but  as  claims  were  at  the  fame  time  made  at  home  b 
agents,  it  became  abfolutcly  ncccfliuy  to  delay  {K^nents  i 
.  until  Government  was  alTuicd  ibere  bad  been  june  abroad 
iw  begged  leave  to  (ay  a  word  or  two  upon  the  vote'  of  credii 
1  been  urged  that  that  fum  was  miia^licd,  and  that  it  «a 
to  anfwer  unforefeen  demands  dudi^  tbe'TCcelii.  This  li 
I.  He  allowed  that  it  was  not  uJh^  to  bring  fiarwird  a  vol 
dit  till  after  the  Comraittce  of  Su{^ly  cloled,  and  at  a  late 
:  of  the  feflion ;  but  though,  during  the  Amcricxa  war, 
>f  dcdit  of  t.aooioool.  was  never  brought  fbrwaid  till  tb 
tofjune,  nor^paiTcd,  peiha|>ft,  till  the  jnonih  of  July,  yeti 
xa  applied  flic  months  antecedent  to  that.peri<»d.  In  fad,  th 
ites  and  the  vote  of  credit  have  made  but  one  purie,  as  hi 
bonouraUe  friend  laid  upon  a  former  evcotqg,  aitd  both  ai 
ufe  of  indifcriiniaalcly  for  tbc  general  expences.  By  tt: 
g  of  a  vote  of  credit  bill  you  have  authority  10  raifc  two  nu] 
ind  a  half  without  yiy  Ipecific  mode  of  apjdicatian,  only  ja 
rfponfible  to  Parliament  to  iOtew  haw  it  has  been  ajijtUed.- 
bas  been  the  conAant  piaif^icc.  It  was  the  pia^&e  of  la 
iriicB  the  mode  of  a|i{dicatioo  iras  laid  before  Parliament,  : 
dd  have  been  alfo  in  di'is  ieHHioi,  but  that  the  account  was  n 
adyt  and  tbatthe  piaSicciafi^u^e'theacQQuntof the  a{^ 
I  of  a  vote  of o^t  before  ParUament  has  ufuaUyhocn  ai 
etiodof  thcfcfliaa.  In  regard  to  barracks,  4.40,0001.  ha 
Emended,  and  170,000].  incwred&iux,  audit  would  rcqui 
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r5'o,oodT.  more  to  complete  them.  Of  tKis  money  Ibi 
iccn  expehdcrf  for  temporary  accommodations  bcfr.re  the  nci 
icrmanent  fearracks  for  the  reception  of  the  troops,  c.therw 
owns  and  villages  would  have  been  fubjefted  to  much  incc 
:ncc,"'  ^Vhat  apprchenfions  were  entertained  in  that  Houii 
he  French  over-ran  Holland  of  an  invafion  of  this  counirj-, 
yifcd  he  needed  not  to  revert  to  the  debates  of  that  day  to  i 
jcntlcmen's  rccolleflioii.  The  necefijty  of  fome  temporary : 
nodations  was  at  that  time  pretty  evident,  and  he  had  furth 
o  ftate,  that  in  addition  to  the  cxpcncc  incurred  by  creeling  t! 
■acks,  the  expcnceof  furnifhing  certain  articles  to  the  trooj 
ncluded  in  the  r.ccounts.  It  was  not  ncceflary  for  him  to  I 
more  time  than  to  recapitulate  what  he  had  ftatcd.  He  c 
with  brevit}'  and  precifion;  obfervlng  at  the  fame  time,  that 
^x  millions  of  Ei^hequcr  bills  iffued  for  the  difchargc  of  t 
funded  debt,  five  thillion  and  a  half  were  in  circulation  bet 
war.  In  rcTpefl  (o  thc'futiu^  cxtraordinarv  expences  he  wo 
jndcrtake  to  ftatt  what  the  probable  amount  might  be,  but  i 
were  provided  for  them,  it  was  the  fame  thing  to  the  Public. 
ihcVhole,  therefore,  !f  the  honourable  gentleman  would  a 
;he  actual  cxpcnce  of  thf  ^prcfcnt  war  with  the  aflual  expence 
fermet  war,  exccpf  that  of  1778,  he  would  find  them  fo 
^ch  other  that  there  was  but  little  difference.  Upon  the  q 
itfeif  he  would  juft  fay  a  word  or  two.  It  was  a  commoi 
jrith  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  when  they  brought  any  ace 
'orward,  to  exclaim,  if  you  do  not  admit  the  fa&,  give  us  a 
Tiittcc  to  inftitutc  an  inquiry.  He  hoped  fuch  would  not 
iraclicc  0!i  this  occafion,  He  left  it  to'  the  decifion  of  tfie 
vhethcrthc  grounds  produced  were  fubftantial  enough  tii  bi 
nquiry  upon.  '  By  the  funding  of  navy  and  Exdiei^uer  b 
linughf  the  extraordinary  exprnccs  were  provided  for,  an< 
■cfpcdl  to  their  being  incurred  without  authority,  while  Part 
ivas  infnrmcd  from  year  to  year,  and  from  time  to  time, 
imount  of  the  debt,  he  thought  their  acquicfccncc  fully  fan( 
ftc  proceeding.  Of  that  they  were  to  judge.  The  fubjcfl 
ifaft  importance,  as  it  related  to  the  peculiar  power  of  the  H 
Commoai  over  the  public  purTe,  and  it  was  of  equal  imp< 
low  they  decided  upon  it,  that  the  Public  mi^t  not  be  led  t 
;ine,  ifa  Committee  of  Inquiry  was  granted,  it  was  upon  aeon 
)f  tnifconduct.  Upon  this  ground  he  objefled  to  the  original  r 
jonccivlr^  that  the  new  taxes  would  be  fufficicntly  produfliv 
:)nly  to  complete  the  eftimates,  but  to  covcf  the  unfunded  (kt 
irepi  to  the  amount  of  two  million^:.  ■'  ' 
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M.  ROBINSON  faid,  diat  the  vote  of  this  night  would 
hether  the  people  hart  ?ny  cijntrol  over  their  rcprefcnutives  i 
iporary  barracks  he  was  afraid  would  be  found  permanent, 
;  people  contrplcd  by  a  military  force  when  it  would  be  too 
be  redreffed.  Loans  he  thought  a  moft  dangerous  mode-of . 
ing  individuals,  and  procuring  fupport  to  the  Government. 
iblic  money  he  thought  had  been  expende(^in  a  very  improper 

the  navy:  inflcad  of  producing  any  benefit,  a  fyftem  wa« 
which  would  occafion  much  n^k<3  in  the  nxval  department. 
GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  rofe  to  explain,  but  not 
g  into  explanation,  was  informed  by  the  'Speaker,  ,that  he 
il  in  order. 

GREY  noticed  the  various  arguments  broiigltf,  againtl  hia 
,  in  a  reply  of  which  the  following  is  the  fublHnce. — Sir, 
y  full  ftatement  with  which  I  prefaced  my  motion,  affords 
lufe  a  fuflicient  fecurjty  againfl  niy  adding  much  in  the  way 
y.     Indeed,  from  the  turn  which  the  debate  has  taken,  I 

feel  any  great  rcafon  to  trouble  the  Houfe  much  at  ler^h. 

are,  however,  fome  points,  which  have  been  urged  by  ccn- 

on  the  other  fide,  to  which  I  mull  advert.     Before  I  offered 

to  your  attention,  I  took  all  the  pains  in  my  power,  to  in« 
nto  the  fiibjeil  which  I  meant  to  bring  forward.  The  refult 
inquiries  was  fuch,  as  completely  to  fatisfy  my  owr  mind  in 
nclufions  which  I  have  drawn.     But  as  the  matter  was  new 

I  flill  conceived,  that  even  after  the  fulleft  Inveftigation  on 
rt,  there  would  remain  much  room  for  explanation  on  the 
ide  ;  and  that  there  %tould  be  many  points  in  my  {latement, 

would  be  liable  to  be  controverted,  I  now  feel  much  pride 
tisfaiftion,  that  not  only  the  leading  points  of  my  (latcment 
ot  been  anempted  to  be  controverted,  but  have  been  implicitly 
:ed  and  acknowledged  to  be  true.  As  i^  is  not  my  intention 
'oduce  into  my  reply  any  matter  extraneous  ti,>  the  quellion, 
mourablc  gentleman  (Mr.  Jcnkinfon)  will  excufc  me,  if 
Jt  meaning  any  perfonal  incivility  to  him,  I  do  not  feci  it  ^ 
reffary  to  notice  the  greater  part  of  his  fpeech.  To  the  quef- 
ihich  I  immediaitly  brought  before  the  Houfe,  he  did  not  fay 

that  requires  an  anfwer.  If  I  had  argued  the  principle  <rf 
ir,  if  I  had  infifted  on  the  beft  mode  of  making  a  loan,  if  I 
ine  iarther,  and  ftati;J  any  thing  refpedting  the  Auflrian  loan, 
ply  which  he  gave,  would  then  have  been  pcrfeilly  proper. 
^H'ifig  ftudioufly  avoided  all  thofe  points,  in  order  to, call  the 
iJed  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  topic  of  the  moft  ferious  im- 
ice,  and  foiely  to  prcfs,  what  I  confider  as  the  ^ong  and  ur- 
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lent  czfe  wfitch  tmpcriotifl^  caHrfbr  inquiry—^lhc  ftate  of  i 
ing  ocpence  of  the  country,  I  riiAf^  cnnfcfs,  that  the  topics  i 
ibe  honourable  gentlcAan  ehaCc  principally  to  enlarge,  we 
entirely  applicable.  Tcan  eafily,  however,  perceive  the  arc 
from  which  he  has  been  led  into  thil  mode  of  treating  thi 
Wheti  I  gave  notice  of  a  motion  refpecting  the  finances  of  i 
try,  the  honoursbft  gentleman  natiiraliyfuppofcd,  that  I  w 
■iOi  myfclf  with  materials  frorti  an  admirable  pamphlet  la 
IHhed  on  that  lupic,  and  was,  in  conftquence  led  to  pccpai 
fwcT  to  that  pamphlet.  fMr.  Grey  here  alluded  to  the 
mtitlcd,  "  Fadh,  addreflcd  to  the  fcrious  attention  of  tl 
of  Great  Britain,  refpc£lii^  thccxpcncc  of  the  warand  tt 
ifae  national  debt;  by  William  Mor^gan,  F.  R..S. — P: 
J.  Debrett,  in  Piecadillf."]  It  happened,  however,  thou| 
feTs  myfelf  greatly  indebted  (m  information  to  the  profbimt 
genious  author,  that  1  ifid  not  much  avail  piyfelf  of  the  11 
of  that  pam[^let,  n«r  follow  the  particular  traif)  of  difcuflio 
he  has  there  fo  ably  profeoited.  7*he  only  thing  tike  an  : 
nty  Hatcments,  which  he  at  all  attempted,  occurred  in 
foax  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  in  which  he  i 
tfic  expcnccs  of  the  four  laft  years  of  the  American  war,  t 
penCn  of  the  prefeni  war.  This  he  inliDcd  to  be  the  prop 
of-  comparifon.  Hf  d»c  bye,  he  did  not  advert  that  in  dn 
cemfurilbn  from  the  four  la(l  years  of  the  American  war, 
loe  large  a  fcalc  of  time,  as  hitherto  the  prefent  war  has  oj 
for  three  years.  The  proper  period  of  comparifon  began 
year  1778.  It  was  incredible  with  what  rapidity  thedc 
Aiccecding  years  of  the  prefent  war  had  been  mounted  up 
liow  lai^  a  propmiontbey  rofe  above  one  another.  Th 
of  the  fupply  in  179J,  was  4,500,000!.  In  the  follow 
k  pofe  to  eight  and  eleven  millions.  The  whole  extra  e: 
the  laft  years  of  the  American  war  was  fomc  millions  fiior 
had  already  been  incurred  in  the  prefcnl  war.  This  la£ 
murablegemleman  was  obliged  to  omit.  He  affeded  to  I 
ft  tnatter  of  trivial  confequence,  and  to  wonder  that  the  c 
the  prefent  oonteft  had  not  exceeded,  in  a  larger  proportioi 
tfie  American  war.  I  ddire  the  Houfc  to  attend  to  the 
dii*  defence.  It  is  admitted  ae  an  incontrovertible  fafi, 
fidered  as  matter  of  AirprHb  and  congratulation,  that  the  fc 
penceinthepreleffiwar,  isonly  in  a  certain  proportion  gr 
that  <^  the  American  war.  The  American  war,  wluch 
been  bdd  out  a&  unexampled  in  point  of  extravagance  a 
ftui,  which- has  bten  rea^i'z«d  as  fuch  by  the  Houfe,  ' 
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I  geiwrally  and  ftroi^Ijr  repndntcd  in  the  country,  and  whic 

been  pointeilly  md  forcibly  arraigned  bjr  the  ri^  hondurabi 
leman  himfelf.  If  NftniAers  are  contented  to  rell  dieir  condu< 
uch  a  defence,  I  freely  leave  them  to  enjoy  all  the  fatisfa^D 
:h  they  muft  derive  from  fuch  2  vindication.  If  ftich  are  th 
nds  on  which  th^  lay  claim  to  merit,  I  envy  them  not  that  Ihar 
■aife  whidi  mud  attach  to  ificir  cooduA.  I  leave  to  them  the  fill 
it  of  economy,  which  more  than  ferves  for  an  apcJt^  lor  th 
t  unbounded  extrzva^nce  of  former  times.  But,  Oh !  thci 
tre  idd  of  our  great  exertions,  of  our  unparallelled  efibris  in  th 
:nt  contcft  ;  of  our  immenfe  means,  and  of  our  extended  fcal' 
pczations.  We  aft  told  alfb  of  the  prodigious  exertions,  aiv 
TiKws  expenditure  of  the  enemy.  Wc  arc  told  that  they  hav 
Luftcd  no  lefs  than  240  millions  in  the  prcfent  contcfi,  as  if  th 
nditnre  of  die  enemy  formed  ai^  criterion  to  regulate  die  ex 
■ca  of  this  country.     This  mode  of  aiding  proceeds  from  ; 

milboneeption  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  Gde.  They  mi(lak< 
ivag^nce  for  extrtion,  and  [noftilion  for  aQivity.  Th^  elU: 
:  die  importance  of  the  lervice  by  the  magnitude  of  the  expence 
feem  to  tlunk  that  they  have  fufficicntly  proved  how  much  ha 
I  done,  when  they  have  fiiewn  how  mucji  has  been  expended 
brtunately  this  mode  of  argument,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  i 
only  entirely  inapplicable,  but  the  reverfe  of  die  condufion 
:h,  they  would  tnfinuate,  is  a^hially  the  cafe.  For  the  enor 
IS  expence  which  has  been  incurred  to  the  country,  no  fcrvio 
lever  has  been  done.  We  have  indeed  an  immenfe  army,  01 
T,  though,  I  believe,  if  we  look  to  the  real  number  of  ef^ivi 
,  we  fbaH  find  a  confideraUe  diminution.  But  if  we  have  thi: 
icnfii  army  on  foot,  it  may  be  afkcd,  where  are  they?     An 

occupied  in  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  or  engaged  ii 
gn  operations?  Where  are  we  to  trace  the  ptt^refs  of  their  ac 
y,  or  witneTs  the  efTeds  of  their  exertion  ?  Is  this  anny  o 
nlefs  thoufands  concealed  at  Brentford,  unmarltcd  by  the  eye  0 
ofity,  unknown  in  the  fccne  of  a£tion,  pining  in  inglorious  an 
rofitable  indolence  ?  Where  was  this  army  laft  year,  when  it 
ices  mi^t  be  lupfKifed  to  be  wanted  ?  I  do  not  now  mean  b 
ifs  the  utility  of  diverlions  on  the  continent,  I  will  even  admi 

fuch  diverlions  may  not  only  be  extremely  ferviceablc  to  th< 
mon  caufe,  but  particularly  beneficial  to  the  interelh  of  thii 
itry.  But  hft  year  we  had  no  divcrlion  on  the  continent.  Wi 
no  army  in  Flanders,  nor  in  any  other  quarter,  except  we  are  t< 

that  natne  to  the  two  thoufand  men  who  were  ignominioufl; 
en  out  of  Hanoveir,  and  forced  to  fkulk  about  Bremedcc,  bang 
foh,  XLV.  a  O 
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ig  dieir  heads  tilt  fiicb  time  as  the  tnnfports  w«e  ready  to 
tern  to  this  countiy.  In  the  American  war,  as  I  lave 
Med,  the  cafe  was  different ;  we  had  then  a  large  army  ir 
lea,  oBentive  and  active;  we  had  a  large  army  in  the  Well 
'e  had  alfo  an  army  eng^ed  in  the  defence  of  Gibraltar, 
!iey  fo  ^lanily  maintained  againfl  the  united  force  of  the 
nd  Spaniards.  Thus  far  I  have  thought  ncceffary  to  not 
nly  argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  which  applied 
mmediate  qucftion.  As  another  honourable  gentleman  (T 
Montagu)  went  entirely  into,  a  general  argument  refpc^ 
rar,  it  will  not  be  necefTary  for  me  to  advert  to  any  of  th 
vhich  he  advanced.  The  honourable  Baronet  who  fitccea 
Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner)  purfued  a  different  courfe.  Ente: 
he  opinion  which  he  does,  he  undoubtedly  felt  himfclf  to  1 
n  the  cenfure  which  he  took  occafion  to  pafs  on  the  condu^ 
lotition.  How  far  the  charge,  "  That  they  were  continuall; 
ng  the  Houfe  with  motions  to  no  eSe&"  was  either  decei 
irelTed  or  property  applied,  it  is  for  the  Houfe,  and  not  fb 
lecide.  As  to  the  particular  point,  "  That  thefe  motions 
!loufe  were  without  efieft,"  to  the  truth  of  the  fafl  I  muft'fij 
ind  leave  to  the  honourable  Baronet  all  the  bcncBt  of  the  cor 
[f  he  plcafes  to  bring  the  charge  againtt  me,  to  that  charge 
latiently  fubmit.  I  alTure  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  nc 
iny  imputation  will  prevent  me  from  purfuing  that  line  of  c 
vhich  I  think  calculated  to  put  the  Public  in  poffeHion  of  ii 
ion  refpefling  the  real  ftatc  of  the  country.  Whatever  n 
uch  motions  may  experience  In  this  Houfe,  their  cfiefl  will 
off,  if  they  fhalltend  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  country  at  laq 
o  infpire  a  proper  fcnfe  of  refleflion  with  rcfpefl  to  their  re; 
ion.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Steele)  *b 
aft  on  that  fide  of  the  queffion,  he  admitted  all  the  IcacUnj 
if  my  cffimate  to  be  accurate,  and  differed  only  as  to  a  few 
larticulars.  He  fays,  that  prorifion  has  been  made  (or  A 
Icbt.  I  want  to  know  what  provifion  is  made  for  that  j: 
""or  my  own  part  I  know  of  none.  I  admit,  indeed,  that  tl 
tonourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  bringing  1 
lis  budget,  talked  of  funding  five  millionsof  navy  debt.  Ht 
Ifo  of  appropriating  the  fum  arifing  from  the;  lottery,  to  dcf 
ntereff  of  that  fervice.  It  is  a  principle  univerlally  recognln 
ndccd  in  its  own  nature  incontrovertible,  that  every  additior 
•ubiic  expence  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  a  permanent  articl 
■cnuc.  But  who  ever  confidercd  the  lottery  as  coming  und 
lefcription,  or  dreamt  of  applying  it  to  fuch  a  purpofe  i    The 
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IS  never  been  fet  down  under  the  head  of  permanent  revenue,  r 
in  It  properly  be  (o  daflcd.  It  is  a  fund,  with  refpcdt  to  the  e 
idicncy  of  which  inuch|diffeRncc  of  fcntiment  has  been  cntertaine 
It  which  has  always  been  only  available  forincidental  claims,  ai 
fes  of  cmeigency.  But  whatever  may  be  pledged  on  this  hea 
ill  it  notbc  admitted  that  a  great  fum  of  navy  debt  mull  be  broug 

account,  whenever  the  accounts  come  to  be  fettled  i 

I  now  come  to  a  fubje£t,  which  fells  more  diredly  under  ti 
lowlet^,  namely,  what  he  ftated  rcfpcfling  the  army.  Tl 
limated  fervice  on  this  head  during  the  war;  amounts  to  feventc* 
illions,  and  the  extraordlnaries  to  nine  millions.  Out  of  th 
^  fum,  the  honourable  gentleman  contends,  that  a  faving  of 
illion  and  a  half  ought  to  be  deducted.  This  is  granting  n 
neral  fhiement  to  be  true,  and  alfo  admitting  that  the  extrao: 
naries  of  the  war  amount  to  fcven  millims  and  a  half.  Wei 
d  Mr.  Grey,  I  will  take  it  even  upon  this  fuppofition,  which 
ntcnd  howcvcrnot  to  be  correA.     Durii^  the  years  1778-79-8 

the  American  war,  the  exiraordinaries  only  amounted  to  fit 
Illions.  So  that  even  upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  ow 
ewing,  the  exiraordinaries -of  the  army  during  the  prefcnt  wa 
c  two  millions  and  a  half  greater  than  thofe  incuned  in  the  fan 
riod  of  the  American  war.  In  return  fur  this  enormous  expeno 
call  upon  him  to  fhcw  me  what  has  been  done.  What  exped 
tn  has  been  undertaken,  of  which  Minirters  have  not  had  caufe  1 

afhamed  in  (he  rcfult  r  What  acquifitlon  has  been  made  to  tl 
untry,  if  we  except  thofe  poHefTions  which  have  been  taken  froi 
c  Dutch.  Paltry  gratihcation  indeed  for  the  national  pride  !  W 
ited,  that  the  great  objcfl  of  the  war  was  to  fave  Holland  and  i 
pendencies  ;  and  now  as  a  compenfatiun  for  all  the  defeats  v 
ivcfatlained,  for  all  the  facrificcs  wc  have  made,  we  are  tofatisi 
rfelvcs  with  the  plunder  of  our  former  ally.  But  I  am  now  1 
ew,  that  the  deduction  for  which  the  honourable  gentleman  cor 
nds,  oi^ht  not  to  be  made.  1'his  deduftion  ought  to  be  f< 
lainft  the  fums  which  arc  now  owing.  Let  me  fuppofe  the  cfl: 
ated  fervice  fairly  provided  for ;  fo  much  has  been  voted  by  tl 
oufe  ;  a  certain  faving  has  occurred,  but  an  equivalent  fum 
iw  owing  ;  it  is  evident  that  the  one  can  only  be  corifidercd  : 
vcring  the  other,  and  not  as  a  fulid  aequifition  to  the  public  purf 
Jt  I  will  not  difpute  for  trifles.  In  an  account  of  fuch  magn 
dc,  a  fum  of  a  million  and  a  half  may  be  accounted  a  trifle,  ar 
ay  be  but  little  noted  in  the  mrtgnificent  fcale  of  expenditu 
bpted  by  Minillers,  however  feriouHy  fuch  a  fum  might  ha' 
rmcriy  been  deemed  to  call  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  R 
2  O   2 
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ted  and  unboundol  pio&iion  ceafcdto  ckUs  fiuprize.  . 
tain  pniod,  it  f^lcd  even  to  attract  notice  ;  already  tU 
llions  had  been  expended  on  the  eftimated  fervices  of  tl 
i  twenty-nino  millions  on  the  extraordinaries ;  an  enormc 
9  lafl,  if  it  was  conlidcrcd  that  it  vas  applied  to  objeds 
:  knowledge  and  confent  of  Parliament.  On  this  ground  1 
\c(i  to  granting  mone<^  by  vote  of  credit,  fince  ihc  mot 
inted  never  comes  dire£tly  into  the  contemplation  of  Pari 
d  but  feldom  comes  under  thdr  dilcuflion.  The  hoi 
ntleman  fays  that  a  vote  of  credit  is  an  admirable  mode 
cding  1  tliat  is,  only  an  authority  to  raife  a  fum  of  money 
ay  afterwards  be  applied  to  any  fervice,  no  nutter  what,  \ 
be  brought  before  Parliament.  But  I  detire  him  to  lool 
tter  of  thc'aSt  of  Parliamei^t  A  vote-of  credit  is  onl 
plied  to  thnfe  unforcfcen  emergencies,  which  may  ahC 
irrentyear.  It  is  only  to  have  aprofpe£)iveia6uence,  ar 
>t  to  be  diverted  to  other  purpofet,  or  to  cover  the  dcficii 
rmer  years.  Againll  fuch  an  abufe  I  will  ever  laifc  ni 
>tcc,  and  exert  the  little  influeiKe  of  which  I  may  be  p 
:  is  in  vain  to  urge  to  me  that  fuch  at  aU  times  has  1 
ra^cc  of  Miniflcrs  j  if  the  praflice  is  bad,  it  ought  r 
mtinued.  At  any  rate,  either  the  law  or  the  pra£Hcc  j 
:  abolifhed.  At  prcfent,  the  practice  is  in  direQ  vid 
w,  and  partakes  of  all  the  guilt  and  the  meannefs  of  an 
I  raife  money  by  fraudulent  pretexts.  Why  Ihould  the  Ct 
r  the  Exchequer  not  prcfent  the  eftimate  of  the  whole  I 
Vhy  (hould  it  be  neceflary  to  borrgw  from  any  brand 
ublic  fervice,  in  order  to  cover  an  expence,  which  could  1 
lined  in  the  firft  inftance  i  It  was  highly  unjulUfiable  to 
nc  fervice,  what  was  granted  for  ahothcr.  Here  Mr.  C 
Trcd  to  the  Appropriation  aft,  and  moved,  "  That  the  fi 
[efolutions  of  the  Houfe,  ofthc  i5thday  of  May  1711, 

appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  fum  of  fix  hundred 
loufand  eight  hundred  fix  pounds,  fcvcn  (hillings,  andfeve 
ath  been  paid  out  of  the  moniei  ifTued  to  the  fervice  of  d 
n  provilions  fupplicd  to  land  forces,  fent  to  Spain  and  I 
nd  for  the  gairifon  of  Gibraltar,  for  which  no  dedudit 
cen  made  from  the  pay  of  the  forces,  nor  any  part  of  t 
Tigncd  to  the  viftualing,  notwith(hnding  the  feveral  tctti 
iprcTentations,  made  t6  the  Trcafury  in  that  behalf ;"  a 

That  fuch  diverting  of  moiucs,  ilTued  to  the  fervice  ofd 
I  the  land  fervice,  Iiath  IclTened  the  credit  of  the  navy,  itifc 
le  fiameo,  occa&oncd  the  paying  cxtnvaguu  rates  on  t 
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tnfis,  and  ws  *  im&pplication  of  the  poUie  money,"  m^ 
■cad.     And  die  fiune  waa  read  accordingly.     Our  anceflon  we 

<o  cardeli  of  the  difpofal  of  public  money ;  they  were  not  indini 
'cadiiy  to  comply  with  the  demands,  and  fo  implidtly  to  cch)6( 
he  di(cTeti<Mi  of  Minifters.  On  a  fiim  of  much  Icfi  importan 
n  thoTe  which  I  have  now  brought  forward,  they  pafled  th 
blution,  to  which  I  now  requefl  your  attcndon.  Exactly,  ja 
'.  Grey,  in  the  p(Mnt  of  view  which  thit  Refolution  flates,  do 
ifider  die  recent  piadices  of  Minifters  as  injurious  to  the  nation 
dit,  and  a  mibpplicationof  public  money.  But  the  honourab 
tlcnun  fccmcd  to  pay  no  more  attention  to  the  vei^  afi,  whit 
1  originated  from  his  own  ofBcc,  than  to  the  general  law  on  d 
jcA.  By  that  ad  it  was  provided,  dutthe  cloathinghalf>year 
led  to  the  army,  fhould  be  regularly  paid.  In  the  difpofid* 
ler  it  was  accordingly  put  down  as  paid,  while  in  real  ity  the  fu 
ruined  due.  This  was  a  fpccics  of  fra^,  which  Parliamn 
ififtendy  with  that  regard  which  they  owed  to  their  own  hono 
i  to  the  interefts  of  the  country,  ought  no  longcr-to  liider  to  p; 
noticed.     I  am  aware,  that  it  is  impofliblc  that  all  accounts  c 

provided  for  by  eflimatc  in  the  firft  indance.  But  every  pr 
ition  oug^t  to  be  taken,  to  keep  the  extraordinarics  in  as  low 
^Kxdon  as  pofliblc.  In  die  prefent  war  the  amount  infinii< 
cced$  diat  of  all  former  cxtiawdinaries,  and  is  out  of  all  efiimai 
liSs  bA  futelyof  itfelf  furniihea  a  ftnHig  ground  for  inquiry.  < 
;  cxpence  of  the  Qaff,  which  waa  alfo  ftated  in  the  difpoflti 
per,  as  paid,  there  remains  yet  a  balance  1 6, cool,  due  fo  I 
ck  as  1 7  94.  There  were  fevcral  other  points  which  I  brouj 
rward,  of  which  no  notice  at  all  has  been  taken,  and  which 
all  not  now  recajMtulate.  The  hiHiourable  gentleman  accul 
e  of  a  wilfol  mtf-flatement  rcfpeSing  the  amount  of  the  mor 
pended  <m  barracks.  I  ftated  it  to  form  afum  of  1,100,001 
im  the  authority  of  an  intelligent  friend,  to  whom  I  am  chic 
dcbted  for  information  on  that  fubjeS,  Here  Mr.  Grey  read  t 
full  of  the  dificrent  accounts,  whidi  altogether  made  a  fum 
ne  hundred  thouland  pounds.  He  remarked,  that  he  had  unf 
ntately  miflaid  one  paper  refpc^ting  the  Ordnance  barracks,  whii 

all  probability,  occaiiqned  the  diflercnce  from  hia  former  fta 
ent.  With  refped  to  the  number  of  men  for  whom  thefe  b 
clu  are  built,  I  find  that  I  am  ftri£tly  accurate  ;  they  are  c 
ilatad  to  acoommodate  a  number  not  lefs  than  40,000,  a  conlii 
tion  truly  alarming  for  die  country.  With  refped  to  the  art! 
'  die  unfunded  debt,  I  (tated  the  amount  of  intcrelt  with  wh 
eoountrr  wguld  be  burdentdf  cv«n  after  the  happy  period  of 
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Eom  of  peace.  I  took  no  unfair  advantage ;  I  admitted  ll 
ices  of  the  i%ht  honourable  gentleman  would  be  faHj  adcqu 
rirobjea;  I  fuppofcd  no  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  firo 
[nlnution  in  the  confumption  of  thofc  articles,  from  which 
and  is  created  by  the  war.  The  whole  amount  of  the  ] 
ics  t>  frventecn  millions  ;  the  land  and  malt  tax  I  let  dc 

0  millions  and  a  half  TTius,  at  the  return  of  peace,  eve 
ftng  that  no  defalcation  take  place,  there  will  dill  be  a  n 
tmpofc  two  mitlionj  of  fre(h  taxes,  in  order  to  meet  tbc  : 
TttSi.  Let  me  again  addrefs  the  country  gentlemen,  th 
tfiUe  of  the  prefTurc  of  the  prcfent  taxes,  they  fee  their  opt 
the  countiy,  the  means  to  whkh  Government  rcforts  in  oi 
fotc^thcm,  the  rigour  which  is  exercifcd  withrefpcd  to  < 
s,  and  the  agency  of  avilc  herd  of  informers.  The  poori 
luftrious  ekfs  of  farmers  are  the  fufftrers  by  that  r^our,  a 
J  of  thofe  unprincipled  informers.  As  an  inflance,  lati 
>rthumberland,  a  farmer,  who  kept  one  riding-horfe,  for 
paid  the  tax,  was  fubjcdcd  to  a  fine,  becaufe  an  informi 
'(bughter  riding  to  church  on  a  cart  horfe,  and  the  magil 
mghfenfiblcof  thehardfhipof  thccafe,  had  not  power  toe 
R  from  the  penalty.  The  operation  of  every  tax  increaf 
nmary  jurifdi£iion  of  the  magifhates,  and  lelTcns  the  fecui 
:  people  for  their  rights,  by  taking  from  them  the  benefit  c 
il  ^  jury.  Mr.  Grey  then  recapitulated  the  objei^  of  his 
tits  He  concluded — It  remains  undoubtedly  with  the  ] 
cxcrcife  thdr  difcretion  with  rc^wfl  to  my  motion.  I  fit 
h  the  imprefTion,  that  in  bringing  it  forward  I  have  difct] 
important  duty  to  thecountrr.  It  has  been  infirKiated  tha 
r  duty  to  make  the  people  think  well  of  our  refources,  and 

1  motion  has  an  oppofite  tendency.      I,  on  the  contrary, 

t  by  declining  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Inquir)',  we  fhall 
evident  ^iiftruft  of  our  fituation,  and  fanflion  the  moft  it 
ily  apprchenfions  with  refpefl  to  our  future  profpeiSs,  wh 
boldly  looking  the  ftate  of  our  finances  in  the  ^cc,  and  car 
r^ing  forward  the  refuh,  we  fhall  infptre  more  credit  and 
;nce,  than  any  meafurc  of  fupply- 

Mr.  STEELE  explained.  The  vote  of  credit  now  gr^nte 
Houfe  would  be  I'ufficicnt  to  pay  off  all  the  anears  of  the  a 
ler  the  head  of  cxtiaordinaiies  up  to  the  3 1 1)  December  lal 
Mr.  GREY  was  glad  to  hear  this  fadl ;  but  that  did  not 
ftatemrni  of  the  amount  of  the  ouillanding  debt.  Exchi 
s  might  be  ilfued  to  the  prefeni  creditors. 
Mr.  MARTIN.     I  have  beard  tUs  night  fo  nuny  reafor 
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nquiry,  and  not  one  ^ainft  it,  that  I  fliould  be  albaincd  to 
1  my  iafx  in  the  prcTcnt  diftreScd  ftatt  of  the  country,  and 
lid  think  myfelf  unworthy  of  a  feat  in  this  Houfc  as  a  rqire- 
itive  of  the  people,  if  I  did  not  give  the  original  motion  xaj 
dcd  fnpport. 
rhc  Hwfe  then  divided, 

Againft  Mr.  Giey't  nwtioa  207 

For  it         -^         ^  45 

Majority         —162 

Llfi  of  tlie  Mioorit)',  on  Mr.  Grey'*  mMioa. 

rey,  Sir  John  Lan^OD,  John,  Efq. 
lay,  George,  Efq.                  .    Lechmere,  Edward,  £1^. 

ig,  John,  Er<].  LemOQ,  Sir  William 

ird.  J.  P.  LoDg,  S. 

rerie,  Hon.  Edvran),  Efq.  M'Leod,  Geaccal 

rcrie,  W.  Efq.  Martin,  Jamej 

b,  J;  R.  Efq.  Milner,  Sir  Willitm 

I,  Georve  Milnei,  R.  S. 

ton,  Sir  Robert  Kocth,  Dudley,  Efq. 

tenay,  John,  Efq.  Rawdon,  Hon.  Joha 

pigny,  T.  C.  Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 

lairick.  Gen.  Robinfon,  Marcut 

;ber.  Sir  H.  RuTell,  Loid  William 

Right  Hod.  C.  J.  St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Aadoew 

cii,  Philip,  Efq.  Smith,  Generat 

',  Charles,  Efq.  Sraidi,  William,  Efq. ' 

:,  Janiet,  Efq.  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

ifoD,  John  Tarletoa,  General 

eywood,  Fraocif,  Efq.  Thompfon,  Thomas 

ard,  Henry,  Efq.  Vyncr,  Robert,jun. 

by,  William,  Elq.  Vyner,  Robert 

pe,  Thotna.,  Efq.  Weflem,  C.C.  Efq. 
jht,  R.  P, 

TELLEKl. 

thread,  Samuel,  JUQ,  Curwen,  J.  C.  Efq. 

Friday,   iith  March. 

Ir.  JODDRELL  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  fee 
ig  foz  anatomifation  the  bodies  of  peifons  executed  for  burglarlct 
felonies.  He  laid  that  of  late  crimes  of  this  nature  had  in- 
ed  in  a  mod  alannii^  manner,  and  required  the  ferious  attei^'. 
of  the  I^idature.  He  ftat^d  that  the  bill  was  founded  upon 
Dodel  of  an  adt  of  the  25thof  George  II.  for  the  prevention 
lurdcr,  though  he  did  not  intend  to  adopt  all  the-  provifions  of 
He  Gonlidcred  ^t  th:  dread  of  havir^  their  bodies  difpofed 
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of  in  the  mmner  he  propofed  by  the  Inll  whtdt  he  now  mot 
leave  to  brii^  in,  woiildoperate  tothcprcventionofdK  par 
i|iedes  of  crimes  to  which  he  alluded.  He  had  confuUed  ] 
of  the  I^ieft  auOxnitjr  in  the  criminal  law,  paiticularif 
Kenyon,  and  received  the  moll  flattering  encouragement  to 
Be0des  the  principal  point  he  had  in  view,  dtere  was  a  feo 
confideration  of  great  weight,  he  meant  the  prcvcntii^  of  A 
ii^  of  dead  bodie*.  From  his  habits  of  thioldn^  and  frc 
education,  he  enttrtained  the  utmoft  horror  of  diis  pradio 
he  bmented  the  iate  of  the  bill  brought  in  laA  year  up 
liibjed.  Ho  hoped,  however,  that  the  prcTent  trill,  by  fu] 
a  diffident  number  for  the.  purpofe  of  anatomy,  would  prod 
die  effeds  iriiich  that  bill  had  in  view.  He  concluded  with  i 
for  leave  bi  bring  in  a  bill  to  the  above  e&£t, 
.  Mr.  BUXTON  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  was  inclined  to  think  that  what  die  hon 
gentleman  ftattd  to  be  hii  fecohdaiy  objedl,  was  the  prind] 
on  the  prelent  occafion.  Perhaps,  howcvet,  the  IhU  mig 
bodi  ptupofet.  The  principal  objection  which  aj^teaied 
mind  againft  the  bill,  was,  that  it  tended  to  conlbuiKl  the  i 
fion  which  crimes  made  upon  die  nunds  of  manlund,  by  af 
Ifae  fame  pumflimcnt  to  unequal  offences.  He  was  avofe 
tale  &om  annodng  this  additional  punishment,  for  fuch  It 
be  viewed,  to  fimple  robbcty.  In  cafes  where  attacks  wen 
and  wwmds  inflidcd,  although  death  did  not  cnfue,  fuch  at 
'tion  might  be  made  to  the  puniOimcnt,  as  a  mark  of  greate 
rity,  or.  in  the  Cafe  of  nodumal  attempts  of  burglaiy,  wfaic 
of  a  nature  more  criminal. 

Serjeant  ADAIR  laid,  he  now  rofe  to  oppofc  the  bill  in  d: 
lent  Aage,  as  he  would  in  cvety  fubfequent  one,  fliould  it  be  a 
to  proceed  any  farther  ;  and  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
that  it  was  elfential  to  tfie  dignity  of  Parliament,  and  to  the  3 
tage  of  the  public,  not  to  encourage  for  a  moment  a  mcafun 
which  fo  much  evil  would  rcfult.  It  had  been  an  obfcr 
made  by  all  vcrfant  with  the  criminal  jttftice  of  diis  country 
tut  gmt  defefi  of  our  criminal  code  confiAed  in  confoundir 
gradations  of  crimes,  removir^  die  diftin^Kon  of  enormity,  a 
prc^xirtian  of  their  puniOimcnt.  He  could  not  diink  of  addi 
the  pnpcrfed  bill  would  do,  to  the  fercrity  of  the  punifhm< 
deidi,  in  cafes  iriicre  the  punifhment  of  deadt  oiqht  not  to 
ffi^ed  at  all.  In  the  various  cafes  of  burglary  the  &me  p 
ment  was  provided  \g}  the  law.  A  ragged  boy,  on  the  2 
December,  cutting  a  hole  in  a-pane  of  ^afs  and  dnwiog  out  a  ] 
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n  to  the  value  of  two- pence,  would  be  found  guiky  of  burglaiy, 
viticUwpunifhcd  with  death.     Was  the  peribn  who  took  only 

(hillings,  without  commirting  any  violenca,  to  be  compared 
:  nofliirnal,  wiy-bylng  murderer  t  Were  the  obvious  moral 
clions  of  thefc  crimes  to  be  confuundea  and  held  forth  to  the 
E,  as  mcriiingthe  fame  feveriiyof  punishment !  He  thought 
he  diftinftion  which  the  bill  meant  to  extend  to  other  crime), 
d  be  rcfcrved  as  the  peculiar  attendant  of  the  punifbment  of 
er,  with  rc^rd  to  which  it  was  wife  to  maintain  a  greater 
e  of  horror  and  dread.  The  difgnceful  multiplicity  of  crimes 
ij  punifhcdwith  death  was  no  reafun  ibr  affixing  an  additional 
of  fcvcrity.  He  was  not  fuch  an  cnthufiaf^  for  the  promotion 
c  fcicnce  of  anatomy,  as  to  adrancc  it  at  fuch  a  price  and  by 
mctns.  The  other  objefl  might  be  a  good  one;  but  he  could 
o  promote  it,  confent  to  break  down  that  barrier  which  God 
lattn-c  had  eflabllfhcd  between  murder  and  other  ciimei.  ThU 
DJght  contribute  to  increafe  murder,  by  removing  one  great 
K  to  deter  crimtiuls  from  committing  it  when  they  committed 
rime  of  robbery.  Upon  the  whule  the  propofcd  bill  appeared 
ccpEionabte,  that  he  could  not  think  the  Houfe  would  be  dif- 

at  all  to  entertain  it.  He  had  now  only  (aid  a  few  words 
It  it ;  but  if  necelTarf  he  would  afterwards  Ibte  his  objedions 
;ater  length. 

he  AITORNEY  GENERAL  regretted  that  he  had  not 
'n  that  this  fubje^  was  to  be  agitated,  that  he  might  have 
t  in  his  power  to  inquire  the  reafons  which  induced  the  perfons 
lom  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  to^ve  the  opinion 
id  flatcd.  He  w.is  convinced  that  they  did  not  hold  fuch  an 
on  as  had  been  afcribcd  to  thetn  without  confiderable  doubt, 
thought  that  the  bill  would  confound  that  diflin6lion  between 
Jcr  and  other  A-imcs  which  ought  carefully  to  be  maintained, 
rhought  murder  the  only  cafe  where  an  aggravation  of  punifh- 
t  thould  be  admitted,  and  upon  this  ground  he  oppofed  th< 
:  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

ir.  FOX  faid  if  the  period  fhould  arrive  when  the  honourablt 
learned  gentleman  oppofiie  to  him,  [Attorney  General)  and 
lonourable  and  learned  friend  near  him,  [Serjeant  Adair)  fhouU 
tc  their  time  to  the  amendment  of  that  pari  of  the  criminal 

which  was  fn  jutily  complained  of,  ii  would  be  an  ara  ccjuallj 
]ur3bte  to  the  country,  and  conducive  to  the  fofcty  of  individuals, 
'  point  on  which  his  oppotltioq  to  the  propofcd  bill  reftcd,  waft 

it  aniuhilatcd  the  dil1Ini51iun  between  murder  and  other  crimw 
:h  was  fo  elTcnual  to  LnrpireJLift  impfefTions  of  guilt. 
^)i.  XLV.  2  P 
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General  SMITH  thou^t  that  (bme  additional  prevent 
igliway  robbery  was  required,  though  he  could  not  agree 
ill  in  the  utnu>(V  extent  to  which  it  was  to  be  carried. 

Mr  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  oppofcd  it,  as  tending  i 
!>und  the  diflintflions  of  criijics. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  thought  it  would  increafe  murder, 
ut  diniinifhing  the  number  of  felonies  and  burglaries. 

Mr.  JODDRELL  faid,  that  he  would  not  pu(h  die  fubjefi 
1e  fc»fc  of  the  Houfc  fcemed  to  be  againft  his  motion,  t 
fled  from  the  moft  confclcntious  motives  of  duty ;  but  he 
lat  the  learned  gentlemen  who  had  oppofed  him  would  dirrf 
ttcntion  to  remedy  the  dcfcfls  of  which  they  complained, 
leet  the  alarming  evil  he  hat]  dated  to  nid. 

The  motion  was  rcjeifled  without  a  divifvon. 

Mr.  CURWEN  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolvc  itfclf 
:;6mmittee  upon  the  game  laws,  when  Mr.  Wallace  oppof 
pcakcr  leaving  the  chair,  upon  which  a  convcrfation  cnfue 
•■een  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Francis,  Sir  John  Rous 
'uTvcn,  and  Sir  Robert  Salulbuiy,  an4  tlie  Houfe  divided, 
Ayes         -        -  36 

Noet        -'      -         27 

Majority  9. 

■  TJie  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Braddjrll 
iiair. 

'  Mr.  CURWEN  then  moved  3  refolution,  that  the  gam 
reopprcfllve  in  their  nature,  and  inadequate  in  their  provili 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  objeflcd  to  the  refolotion,  upt 
ore,of  this  bang  an  improper  time  to  agitate  any  fpecies 
)rm. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrvcd,  diat  his  honourable  friend  had  bcci 
tfairly  dealt  with  on  this  quellion.  He  had  firll  brought  in 
ir  the  regulation  of  the  game  laws,  when  the  Houfe  adviSc 
I  abandon  that  mode,  and  difcufs  them  in  a  Committee.  T 
opofition  he  had  affcnted,  and  now  he  was  .informed  thi 
as  not  the  time  for  difcuflJon.  He  recommended  his  bono 
icnd  therefore  to  withdraw  the  refolution  and  proceed  upon  h 
nal  plan,  by  bringing  in  a  bill  and  pafTmg  it  through  the  fb 
regular  way. 

Mr.  CURWEN  accordmgly  withdrew  the  refolution,  and  1 
at  the  Chrirmando  afk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  c 
ws  for,  the  prefervation  of  the  game. 

The  rcTtdution  was  put  and  carried,  the  Chairmaii  brot^ 
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report,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Bndd 
Mr.  Corwcn  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 
4r.  ROBERT  DUNDAS  moved  for  the  copies  of  a  couple 
pafTed  in  the  AlTembly  at  Jamaica,  relative  to  the  importati 
i^roes,  to  be  laid  upon  the  table —  Ordered. ' 
-Ir.  WILBERFORCE  moved  for  the  order  of  theday  on  Mo 
to  take  into  confidcraiion  the  Rcpurt  of  the  Commitrce  on  t 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  to  be  difchargcd,  and  < 
J  for  1'uefday  next ;  and  he  intimated,  tliat  on  Thurfday 
lay  following  he  ihuuld  move  for  the  third  reading, 
ir.  DENT  wi(hcd  to  have  the  conlideranon  protracted,  on  s 
It  of  the  iUnefs  of  Mr.  Dundas. 

~he  order  of  the  day  was  difcharged  ;  but  on.  the  motion  fer  t 
idcrition  on  Tuefday  the  Houfe  divided,  when  it  was  found  tl 
z  were  only  two  and  twenty  Members,  and  the  Houfe  adjourn 
londay. 

Mendny,    1 4th  March. 

-If.  WILBERFORCE  moved  that  the  report  of  the  fla^ 
c-abolition  bill  fhould  be  taken  into  confideraticn  to-morrow, 
icncral  SMITH  wilhcd  it  to  be  poflponed  on  account  of  t 
nee  of  Mr.  Dundas  through  indifpolition. 
At.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  his  honourable  friend  did  1 
I  the  fubjcfl  to  be  poftponed  on  account  of  his  abfence ;  b 
31  prefent,  he  would  deliver  his  lentiFnents  on  the  third  readii 
Vir.  DENT  faid  he  could  not  allow  the  order  to  be  jcnen 
to-morrow  without  taking  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe. 
Fhe  Houfe  accordingly  divided. 

For  rtie  renewal  -         -  6a 

Againll  it         -        -         •         i  S 

Majority       -  44. 

Fhe  Tcft  A&  Indemnification  bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 
Vlr.  CURWEN  moved  for  an  inftruflion  to  the  Committee 
game  laws  to  introduce  a  claiife  into  the  bill  for  altering  a 
ending  the  old  laws  and  making  new  provifions. 
Agreed  to. 

General  TARLETON  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Mayor 
'crpool,  and  another  from  the  inhabiiants,  againfl  the  aboliti 
[he  flavc  trade. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  RYDER  moved  that  the  Houfe  rcfolvc  itfclf  into  a  Co 
2p  2 
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mittecof  ^c  whole  Houfc  ttx-morrow,  cxithc  American  Intcn 
bill. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid,  that  on  a  future  day  he  tvtuW 
for  returns  of  the  grain  exported  from  the  ports  of  Suffex  and  I 
ihire,  particularly  Southampton,  in  the  years  1776  and  1 
and  1794,  and  1795. 

Mr.  DENT'S  motion  for  a  tax  on  dogs  was  put  off  till  Th 
next. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  it  was  with  much  regret  he  ] 
his  motion  relative  to  the  hlood-hounds  ufcd  againfl  the  M: 
on  account  of  the  indifpofition  of  Mr.  Dundas ;  but  on  N 
next  he  would  bring  it  forward. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tu/fday,  \^th  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  fcad  for  taking  into  confiderati 
leport  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  fiir  abolifliii^  the  flave 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  rofc  to  give  his  moft  decided 
tion  to  this  bill.  He  objected  to  it  tn  every  point  of  view  in 
It  could  be  confidered  :  the  principle  of  it  was  founded  in  in 
and  every  claufe  was  replete  with  tyranny  and  opprclTion. 
drelled  tlic  Houfe  upon  this  fubjcfl  with  the  ftrongeft  fixlingE 
felt  for  the  Weft-India  merchants  and  planters,  who  would  I 
figned  to  inevitable  ruin,  if  this  bill  were  to  pafs,  and  he 
his  own  property  in  the  Weft  Indiesi  of  which  this  mcafurc 
neceflarily  deprive  him.  He  begged  gentlemen  would  ferioul 
fidcr  what  were  the  provitions  which  they  were  called  upon  t 
by  this  bill,  and  whnt  were  the  means  by  which  thofe  proTiGoi 
to  be  carried  into  execution.  In  the  firft  place,  in  order  to 
tate  profecutions  under  this  aA,  the  Weft  Indies  arc  to  be  Xi 
be  in  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  and  therefore,  in  every  profe 
thecaufc  muft  be  tried  at  that  tmmcnfe  diftance  from  the  re 
I  of  the  planter ;  they  muft  come  into  England,  and  leave  a 
•  concerns,  to  defend  every  prufccuddn.  This,  in  itfclf,  a] 
to  him  to  be  a  moft  intolerable  hardfhip  \  but  there  was  anod 
greater,  viz.  the  penalty  impofcd  for  the  violation  of  this ; 
was  no  lefs  than  1 4  years  tranfportation  to  Botany  Bay.  T 
a  fevere  punifhment  cveri  upon  a  guilty  man  \  but  under  tl 
an  innocent  proprietor  of  land  in  the  Weft  Indies  might  b( 
■  liable  to  it  by  the  a<a  of  his  overfeer.  He  begged  the  Houfe 
fider  what  muft  be  the  efle^l  of  fuch  a  fcntencc  as  that  of  i 
tranfportation  to  Botany  Bay,  to  gentlemen  of  education,  < 
inftfciety,  of  piVilflicd  manners,   and  of  cxtcniive  connexion 
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cfired  to  know  if  it  would  be  confiHent,  cither  with  juftice  or- 
lanitT,  to  expofe  them  to  it,  merely  from  the  mircondudl  or 
akc  of  an  ovcrfcer !  For  his  own  part,  he  wouW  never  know- 
r  counteract  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  his  innocence  would 
K)  defence  to  him  under  this  afl.  Another  point  of  view  jn 
;h  he  wifticd  this  bill  to  be  confidercd  was,  that  it  would  ope- 
as  a  general  bill  of  fbrcclofurc ;  large  fums  of  money  were  lent 
1  Wcft-InJia  property  ;  if  that  property  was  dcftroyect,  in  what 
iner  were  the  mortgagees  to  be  repaid,  for  the  planters  would 
have  it  in  ihdr  power  to  make  due  payments.  He  confidered 
bill  as  a  very  ungrateful  return  from  this  country  to  the  colonies 
the  condud  they  had  purfued  fincc  tlie  commencement  of  this 
The  merchants  and  planters  had  evinced  the  otmoft  ardour 
he  public  fervice,  and  large  numbers  of  Volunteer  negroes  were 
iloycd  in  defending  the  ifi;inds  againl^  the  common  enemy.  He 
ight,  that  while  gentlemen  were  fo  anxious  to  exercife  jufticc  to- 
ds the  blacks  in  the  Weft  Indi'es,  it  would  be  but  fair  to  fhcw 
e  to  the  whites,  and  not  by  fuch  a  bill  as  this  to  confign  them 
their  families  to  ruin ;  he  therefore  objected  to  this  meafure  as 
Lid  in  its  principle,  opprcRlve  in  its  operation,  and  extremely 
nlematical  as  to  the  attainment  of  its  objei£i ;  and  he  nJfo  obje£tcd 
t,  becaufe  it  could  nof  have  the  fmallell  tendency  to  dtminilh  the 
chief  complained  of;  becaufe,  whether  wc  carried  an  the  trade 
not,  the  negroes  would  certainly  be  taken  from  the  coafl  c^ 
ica. 

General  SMITH  alfo  profclted  himfclf  advcrfc  to  the  bill :  he 
I,  he  had  no  individual  intcred  in  the  qucftion  ;  he  had  no  pm- 
ty  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  he  therefore  afled  on  this  occation  merely 
n  a  fenfc  of  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  He  knew  it 
i  not  a  popular  thing  to  opp^ife  the  abolition  of  this  trade  ;  he 
rw  that  every  artifici:  had  been  ufcd,  to  excite  an  unfaif  prejudice 
in  this  queftion  ;  but  he  confidered  himfclf  bound  in  confcience 
meet  that  unpopularitv,  and  fpeak  his  fcntiments  fairly.  The 
itlemen  who  were  fo  anxious  to  abolifh  this  trade,  were  conftantty 
ting  about  humanity  and  juHice ;  but  there  was  another  (Anlide- 
ian,  which,  as  Legiflators,  they  fhould  not  forget,  viz.  Policy. 
'ore  he  proceeded  any  farther,  he  fhould  wilh  that  fome  extracts 
:heftatutcof  the  9th  Anne  might  be  read.  [The  Clerk  read  an 
trail  from  that  ftatute,  which  was  in  favour  of  the  ilave  trade.] 
lis  was  the  policy  upon  which  our  anceftors  afled;  but  this  po- 
■  was  now  to  be  entirely  difrcgarded.  He  delired  to  know  what 
I'  light  had  broken  in  upon  us,  which  informed  us  that  our  an-' 
ors,  for  a  century  paft,  had  bccrt  adiiig  totally  without  any  re- 
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■A  to  juflice  or  humanity  f  The  wealth  and  proTperitr 
intry  depended  upon  her  eommcrce,  and  the  trade  with  th 
dies  formed  a  very  confidcrabic  part  of  it;  Why  then,  he 
7C  we  now  to  facrificc  it?  Was  the  Minidcr  prcparci 
:ans  to  fupply  the  deification  of  revenue  which  this  abnlicU 
:a(ion  f  Was  he  prepared  with  means  to  indemniiy  th 
ints,  planters,  and  their  creditors,  for  the  lofs  they  muft 
fuch  a  meafurc  ?  It  was  very  eafy  for  gentlemen  who 
3(«erty  involved  in  this  trade,  to  ^ivc  their opinitinsagainfti 
ght  go  liome  quietly  and  cat  their  dinners,  bccaufe  they  fi 

iufs ;  but  he  thought  thofc  who,  upon  the  faith  of  Pari 
d  engaged  their  property  in  it,  Were  entitled  to  fome  confidi 
was  fald'this  trade  was  agajnl^  jufhce  and  humanity  ;  t 
ny  thi[ig  to  be  abolifhed,  that  was  not  conlitlent  with  hun 
3  keep  a  poor  wretch  immured  in  a  prifon,  for  a  debt  wi 
15  unable  to  pay ;  to  prcfs  a  man  into  the  fca  fcrvicc,  an 
icr  cafes  he  could  mention,  were  not  quite  confiftent  with 
■y  or  juflice,  and  yet  they  were  fufTered  to  cxift.     He  wi 

informed  for  what  purpofc  it  was  that  this  country  was  pi 
pence  of  equipping  and  fending  out  a  brgc  armament  to  tl 
dies  to  attack  the  poflcITions  of  the  enemy,  if  we  were  not ; 

make  any  ufc  of  ihofe  poifelTionB  after  we  had  acquired 
uch  abafe  had  b"Cn  thrown  out  againft  the  planters  on  A 
their  cruelty,  &c.  but  the  ftroi^ft  proof,  in  his  op::iic»i, 
fchood  of  thefe accufations  was,  the  alacrity  with  v.hich  th 
mcd  out  in  defence  of  their  mailers  and  their  property  aga 
ench.  ]{c  lliould  not  go  into  the  claufes  and  rc^ulati'vis 
[;  he  difapprovcd  of  its  principle,  and  (hould  therefore 
i  mofl  decided  negative. 

Mr.  FRANCIS..  Mr.  Speaker,  I  really  had  oo  thou 
(ing  part  in  this  debate.  My  opinion  of  the  flave  trade 
ienily  known.  But  I  confcfs,  I  have  not  patience  to  he: 
have  heard  this  day  from  the  two  hor^oumblc  gcntlemei 
ike  laft,  without  feeling  indignation  and  endeavouring  to 
The  honourable  Genera]  introduced  his  fpccch  with  pre 
It  he  had  no  property  in  the  Weft-Indies,  nor  any  eon 
th  thofe  who  had-  Allow  mc  in  my  turn  to  declare  diat, 
luve  no  property  in  the  illands,  I  once  was  intimately  coi 
thfomc,  who  pofTcfled  a  great  deal.  The  pcribn,  I  all 
d  no  relations  but  in  my  family.  Her  perfonal  fortune  w 
nliderable.  The  fucceflion  to  the  greatcft  part  of  it  would  ui 
ly  have  gone,  as  in  jufticc  it  ought  to  have  done,  to  her  ofl 
'tv,  U>  whom  (he  always  cxprelTed,  as  in  common  gtatii 
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•ic  ought  to  have  fclt,  the  warmeft  afFefliori.  Why  was  th: 
nd  rcafonable  expectation  on  our  part  dilappointed  i    Bccaufi 

not  yield  tohcrcarncflandrepeatcdfolicitations  to  vote  again 
bolition  of  the  Have  trade,  or  at  ieall  to  be  neuter.  I  vote 
poke  for  it,  and  (he  difpofed  of  her  fbttune  accordingly.  Tli 
Lirablc  General  fays,  that  we  arc  veiy  much  at  our  cafe  »hil 
■c  voting  away  the  property  of  others  ;  that  we  go  home  to  tli 
ment  of  our  dinners  and  of  our  beds,  without  thinking  on  th 
yand  ruin  wc  are  to  bring  on  a  great  body  of  our  fellow  fubjefl; 
:,  ^,  of  me  at  Icalt,  it  cannot  be  faid  that,  wnile  I  negledc 
:rifked  their  intcicfts,  I  was  careful  of  my  own.  I  a6)ed  wit 
yes  open,  for  I  was  dinindly  threatened  with  the  confe 
ce.  And  yet  I  went  home  that  day  with  appetite  to  my  dinne: 
(hall  do  to-day,  and  (lept  foundly  that  night.  Had  I  don 
wife,  I  (hould  have  loll  that  quiet  mind,  without  whid' 
lei  can  the  luxuries  of  the  table  graiify  the  palate,  northe  be 
iwn  give  repofc.  Forgive  me.  Sir,  for  fpcaking  of  my(elf  i 
manner.  The  fafls  I  allude  to  are  well  known  to  every  ont 
knows  me.  My  objefl  in  referring  to  them  is  to  obtain  crc 
«•  my  finccrity,  in  the  part  I  now  take,  even  with  thofe,  wh 
tindervaluemy judgement.  The  honourable . Baronet,  invt 
»t  language  and  pafHonate  terms,  complains  of  the  cnormoL 
nd  injury  which  the  Weft- India  proprietors  andplantcrsare  I 
r  by  this  bill,  without  any  compenfation.     1  deny  it  as  a  fa£ 

if  it  were  true,  let  them  begin  by  entitling  themfclves  to  « 
,  before  they  expc^  that  the  Houfe  will  liften  to  their  con 
t.  I  anfwcr  them  with  the  authority  and  in  the  language  ( 
i(h  equity,  ever  fince  equity  was  known  in  England ;  Dajuflic 
tyjUtUmtaidil.  NoN  PERET  ^Q^UM,  Qyi  PETIT  INIQyUli 
ong  as  you  are  guilty  nf  an  enormous  injufiice,  on  the  vei 
nd  and  fubjett  matter  of  your  pretended  wrongs,  the  court  wi 
iften  to  you,  even  tho'  it  were  true  that  you  had  fomc  cquitab 
1  to  compenfation  or  relief.  The  honourable  Baronet  fays,  thi 
ircamblc  to  the  bill,  in  afTerting  that  tht  fierve  trade  is  conlrai 
f  principles  of  jujiice  and  humanity,  is  a  cruel  mockery  of  ll 
rings  of  perfuns  in  his  lituation,  and  that  it  adds  infult  to  wron; 

honourable  General,  on  the  other  hand,  fays,  that  it  is  nothir 
he  truth,  that  it  was  true  a  hundred  years  agct,  and  has  coi 
■d  (b  to  this  hour ;  and  therefore,  I  fappok,  he  concludes 
1  trite  and  notorious  to  be  worth  adcrting.  The  honoursb 
iemen  agree  better  in  their  views,  than- in  dicir  principles.  Tl 
•urable  Baronet  fays,  that  the  (late  of  the  greater  part  of  tl 
l-India  proprietors  is  already  fufHclently  diflreiring,  and  in  mar 
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nftanccs  dq>Iorablc  ;  that  their  eftates  are  mnrtgaged,  fa 
he  whoIeofth:ira£lua]  value,  to  merchant  and  other  mcni 
n  this  country  ;  and  that  this  bill  will  annihilate  the  fccurii 
noigagccs.  Be  it  To.  The  intcrcA  then  is  in  thtm,  and  fn 
we  have  had  »o  Jjetltion.  The  honourable  Baronet's  anxict 
he  mortgagees  is  extremely  generous  I  confefs  i  but,  if  his 
)f  the  ad\u3l  litualion  of  Well-India  property  be  corredl,  the 
would  futTcr  little  .or  nothing,  even  by  a  general  fbreclofure. 
;enikmen  recommend  it  to  us  not  to  forget  policy,  ivhilc 
atking  of  junice;from  which  I  can  only  cuDcA  that,  in  the! 
It  leal),  there  is  an  evident  didinciion  between  policy  and 
[n  mine,  Sir,  they  arc  the  fame.  If  there  be  any  circur 
>f  the  prcfcni  moment,  or  in  the  a£)ual  fituation  of  affair! 
^ed-lndics,  which  may  render  it  prudent  or  advifeablc 
;arry  the  meafure  of  abolition  into  inClant  execution.  His  ^ 
Miniftcrs,  who  have  the  beft  information  on  fuchpoihts,  a 
irc  trailed  with  the  care  of  the  general  intere'fts  of  the  cmpir 
10  tell  us  fo.  I  miift  confide  in  their  prudence.  If,  by  witf 
iny  neccffary  information  of  fact,  they  fuffcr  the  Houfc  to  be 
they  are  to  anfwer  for  it.  But  as  to  general  and  fundamcni 
ciples  of  policy,  I  want  rtoinOruftion  frumany  man.  I  i.t 
it  it  by  juftice  only  that  great  empires  can  prefervc  their  gi 
Seforlit  Etruria  irevil,  tnd  that,  by  abandoning  that  princi] 
enfurc  their  ruin.  But,  when  argument  iiils,  wc  arc 
threatened  if  we  perfift.  The  example  of  the  lofs  of  An 
field  up  to  us  by  way  of  warning  not  provoke  the  Weft-India 
left  they  alfo  (hould  be  loft  to  Great  Britain.  If  this  be  ; 
tationonly,  I  anfwer  it  with  a  better  ; — that  the  events  and 
human  councils  are  at  the  difpofal  of  a  higher  wifdom  tha 
ind  that  thofe  conclufions,  which  wc  moft-  ftmngly  dread  : 
precate  in  proTpc^,  are  very  often  beneticial  in  the  event. 
I  menace.  I  anfwer  it  widi  a  fa£t.  At  the  outfct  of  that  i 
conteft,  the  terror  held  out  by  thofe  who  promoted  and  th 
oppofed  it,  was  the  lofs  of  America ;  by  the  former  if  wc 
by  the  latter,  if  wc  perfifled.  But  all  parties  agreed  that 
of  America  muft  be  the  ruinof  Great  Britain.  America  « 
ftXt  in  fpite  of  that  lofs,  and  of  all  that  this  country  wa 
rulK:red  in  attempting  to  recover  it,  Great  Britain  has  iurvi> 
flood  a$  firm  and  fecure  as  ever ;  nor  do  I  ktrow  with  ccrtait 
fetiing  alide  the  expcnces  and  calamities  attached  to  the 
Great  Britain  is  eftcntially  weakened  or  impovcrifticd  by  the 
don  of  America.  The  honourable  General  Oatcs  it  as  an  a 
in  the  Councils  of  the  AdminiOration  to  watlc  fo  many  li 
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luander  fueb  immenfc  (un»  fif  monqr  in  expedkioiu  to  mi 
[ueOs  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  while  in  effeA  they  forbid  the  cu! 
»i  not  only  of  any  you  may  acquire,  but  even  of  thofe,  wh 
poflejs.  Of  what  ufc  are  the  acqujtitions,  if  the  importati 
tiroes  be  forbidden  ?  Sir,  it  would  be  improper  to  enter  n 
the  policy  of  thcTc  expedition!.  That  qucflton  it  not  befoic 
is  this  the  time  Jbr  it.  But  to  the  objection,  as  it  is  (latcd,  i 
'er  is  obvious.  On  Mr  principles,  there  is  no  contradiifiion  t 
n  ,the  policy  of  the  expeditions,  and  the  obje£i  of  the  b; 
■  two  mearures  may  be  contif^nt,  at  lead  in  the  Judgement 
ma,     who  think  and  maintain,    as  I   do,    that  the  cultit 

of  all  the  lands  in  die  WeA  Indies  may  be  cf^zifhia 
■fded  for  without  a  fartha  importation  of  negroes  from  Afrii 
:  honourable  Baronet  complains  of  the  extreme  rigour  and  ; 
ty  (tf  the  penalties  impofed  by  this  bill.  My  anfwer  is  that, 
purpofcs  of  the  law  be  good,  if  the  object  be  jud  and  neccflai 
penalties  mull  be  fuRicicnt  to  enforce  the  execution  and  infi 
effeO.  Beyond  that  point,  I  allow,  they  ought  not  to  be  c 
led.  On  this  part  of  the  fubjcft  I  call  on  the  gentlemen  of  t 
;  robe  to  (pve  us  their  advice  and  afTilhnce.  It  is  properly  ihi 
nets  and  duty  to  watch  the  confhuSionof  alt  penal  adts,  and 
:  care  that  they  neither  violate  the  principles,  nor  extend  i 
ur  of  our  £i^li(h  jurifprudencc  without  abfolute  neccfiity. 
I  own  I  have  my  doubts,  whether  there  may  not  be  fomc  fbu: 
on  for  the  apprehenfion  expref&d  by  ^  honourable  Baronet,  th 
extreme  latitude  of  the  terms  ufcd  in  the  firft  claufc,  by  whii 
procuring,  aiding,  or  ahit/ing  in  the  importation  of  any  n^roc 
ut  on  the  fame  fi:x)Cing  with  the  actual  importation  and  made  fu' 

to  the  fame  penalty  of  tranfportation  for  fourteen  years,  mi 
live  innocent  perfons  in  the  confequenccs  of  afls  done  witho 
r  participation,  and  even  without  ttieir  knowledge,  Hcreaga 
Ul   on  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  to  examine  this  matr 

give  us  dieir  advice.  The  honourable  Baronet  affimu  and  1 
Its  that,  by  t}us  elaufe,  men  of  birth,  fortune,  and  cdticatia: 
Oied  and  improved  by  manners  and  by  learning  are  liable  to 
lifhment  degrading  at  well  as  rigorous,  and  to  be  confounded  wi' 
ins  and  criminals  of  the  vilcH  denomination.  I  feel  the  force 
objcdliun,  and  wijh  to  have  it  confidered.  At  the  fame  dm 
a  not  think  it  comes  with  a  very  good  grwc  from  the  honourab 
onct.     When  the  Sedition  bill  paffed,  he  took  no  part  to  oppo 

He  faw  no  objeflion  then  to  the  newly»crcated  penalty  of  trai 
rtation  for  a  fcd\tious  libel,  on  a  feoond  offence.  By  what  fc 
Vol.  XL V.  a  Q. 
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wrfons  could  that  fort  of  offence  be  committed  ?  By  men  of  Ic 
,  genius,  and  education.  He  faw  no  objefiioii  then  to  the 
ty  of  tranfportation  in  company  with  felons  of  every  defciif 
'  poffibly  it  might  fell  on  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Burke  or  D( 
rr,  or  on  perfons  the  moft  eminent  in  the  kingdom  for  liten 
i  fcience.  Such  men,  if  they  were  obnoxious  to  Govcrnn 
>utd  be  profecuted,  in  the  firft  inftancc,  on  any  trifling  prct< 
the  fake  of  infuring  the  penalty  attached  to  tlie  fecond  convid 
ic  honourable  Baronet  has  different  rules  and  nieafurcs  for  o 
■s,  whofc  quality  and  character  arc  the  fame.  Butjulliccc 
be  diftributed  with  an  equal  hand  to  all  men.  -Fhe  clafs  o: 
endcr  undoubtedly  (hould  be  confidcrcd,  as  well  aslhat  of  th 
ice.  If;  in  thisrefpcfl,  the  bill  fhould  be  found  liable  to  6 
o,  jt  ought  to  be  correded. 

Mr.  M.  MONTAGU  fpoke  in  fevour  of  the  bill.  He 
Icred  it  as  t]o  argument  in  favour  of  this  trade  to  fay,  that  ii 
rmlttcd  or  encouraged  by  ouranccflors ;  for,  [{ they  were  w 
was  no  rcafon  why  we  fhould  perfift  in  the  error.  The 
lity  of  a  bad  fydem  was  no  jullilication  of  its  continuance. 
icnds  of  the  abolition  had  obtained  every  communication  oi 
ibjedl.  Parliament  heard  evidence,  and  examined  witn 
id  were  convinced  of  tlie  ncceiTity  of  t!ic  abolition.  Gentl 
id  talked  of  their  property  in  this  trade  ;  th^  therefore  muft 
bias  upon  the  fubjcit ;  butthofc  who  wilhcd  for  this  abolitio 
3  intcreft  one  way  or  other ;  they  aflcd  only  from  conviflion 
fcnfe  of  their  dut)'.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  upon  this  que 
1  the  eloquence,  argument,  ami  juftlce,  was  on  the  fide  t 
volition.  iHe  concluded  with  reminding  the  Houle,  that 
ad  already  decided  upon  this  point ;  they  had  v*»teiJTor  its  i 
on  i  they  were  therefore  bound  in  Iionour,  and  from  a  ruga 
ic  conlirtcncy  of  their  proceedings,  to  vote  for  tiiis  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNUAS  faid,  that  if  all  the  brilliancy  of  ta 
it  the  force  of  argument,  and  all  the  weight  of  authority, 
nited  on  one  fide  of  thcqucftion,  one  fhould  iliink  that  tht 
Icmcn  who  cfpoufcd  that  l^de,  would  at  Icait  lilicn  to  thofi 
avc  no  claims  t6  eloquence,  who  boatt  not  pf  the  firength  o 
rguintnts,  and  who  are  tjnircly  devoid  of  authority,  whili 
rate  iheir  doubts  on  a  fubjecV  on  which,  they  have  not  fori 
ecidcd  opinion,  with  iliar  patience,  kindncfs,  and  forbeai 
k'hich  tiu.ir  humility  demands.  But  if  he  had  only  doubted 
topricty  of  ihe  meafurcs  propofcd  to  be  adopted  in  former  fla 
be  buQr.cfs,  theft  doubts  liad  now  rifcii  to  a  decided  opinio 
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liinion  that  ihe  hill  nnw  -before  the  Houlc  would,  detdt  its  01 
i}e&,  and  obftrudt  the  general  inMrcfts  of  the  country,  h 
Icnts  might  be  great  or  ftnall ,  and  his  authority  might  be  weigh 
'  contemptible,  but  he  found  himfcif  called  upon  as  a  man  ei 
uAed  with  the  difcharge  ot  a  public  duty,  to  come  ilown  to  tj 
uufe  this  cvenii^,  not  without  very  confidcrablc  pertonal  incoi 
rnicnce.  to  oppufc  a  tneafurc,  which,  if  carried  into  cxccutioi 
rxdd  not  only  not  be  produdivc  of  good,  but  which  would  be  tl 
ufc  of  much  mi.fehief.  He  knew  he  had  the  misfortune,  in  er 
rtaining  this  opinion,  to  difTur  from  fomc  honourable  friends,  ft 
tiofc  judgement  he  had  the  highcd  rcfpei£l,  anJof  the  iniegrity  < 
ipfe  intentions  he  was  well,  convinced.  The  principles  upc 
lich  they  aisled,  increafed  his  edecm  for  their  charadters,  andth 
idity  of  their  judgement  infpircd  him  with  diffidence  of  his  ow 
inion.  Still,  however,  after  Ihe  mod  deliberate  and  impartl: 
vcliigation,  which  he  could  bellow  on  the  quetliori,  iind  aftc 
'■g^ng  the.  confcqticnces  again  and  again,  he  was  convinced  th: 
was  right.  He  had  faid  before,  and  he  would  repeat  it  now,  thf 
jugh  no  fubjefl  hnd  undeigone  moreampIcdifcuITton,  though  ever 
grcc  of  evidence  had  beeti  called  in,  and  every  fpecies  of  arugmer 
>u^forward.  Info  much,  indeed,  that  !c was  impolTiblc  fondvanc 
y  thing  new,  all  that  had  paffcd  in  ihe  courfc  of  fcvcn  years' de 
tc,  had  only  tended  to  eolifirm  him  in  the  triith  of  ihe  propofi 
ns  which  he  had  originally  laid  down.  And  thefc  propoflclons  h 
luld  re-OatCf  as  containing  the  grounds  of  alt  the  opinions  Whicl 

h3<i  formed.  The  tirft  was,  that  admitting  the  African  Il.ivi 
dc  to  be  founded  upon  injullicc  and  inhumanity,  and  nJmittinj 
It  it  would  bu  fur  the  interell  ot  the  colonies  that  it  diould  b< 
)Iilhed,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  fot  the  abolidon.  And  ihi 
3nd  was,  that  without  the  cordial  co-opcraiion  of  the  Wcfl-Indi. 
ntcrs  it  would  beabroliKcly  imixilBble  nt  any  time,  by  any  Icgif- 
ive  provilions,  to  dfc<a  an  alxilition  uf  this  traffic;  He  Vcfi 
ily  forefaw  the  fort  of  reply  which  would  be  made  to  him-^li 
uld  be  faid,  "  What !  will  ytiu  continue  to  commit,  ihjufticei 
bcry,   and  murder,   htcitulc;  if  y«ni  don't,  others  wilt   d'i   if?' 

lliii  he  Would  ^itifwcf,  that  to  tikrtc  who  ciirtliiiercil  ihis  qncfiiui 
rely  with  a  view  to  humanity,  tlwy  mull  give  up  the  very  ground 
their  aigumem,  if  they  put  it  in  that  way  ;  bccaufe  it  was  aMurd 
talk  of  a  wilh  to  fcrve  the  caufc  of  huniamty,  by  throwing  iIk 
ie  into  the  handsofilifJfcwbo  woiilJ  i^ot  carry  it  on  tiichfo  muct 
dnefs  as  we  do.  It  woohi  be  very  fair  for  gentlciricn  io  fay 
y  WtQied,  by  the  abolition  of  this  itadc,  W  ^ipe  awajj  (nc  ftatt 
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it  had  thrown  upon  this  country ;  tut  it  was  abford  id  &y 
'ifhed  to  ferve  (he  caufc  of  hununity  by  «r,  bccauTe  by  th< 

which  they  propofed  the  very  reverfe  mull  be  the  refult 
I  been  flated  that  America,  Denmark,  ;ind  other  powen.  wer 
,  (Icps  towards  the  abalition  of  this  trade :  he  would  ftate  hi 
n  very  fiiirly  upon  that  point— he  did  not  think  it  poDible  fo 
nd  to  abolifh  the  (lave  traffic,  unlefs  other  nations  would  alC 
It  to  its  abolition.  He  did  not  like  to  fpeak  about  (he  powe 
I  this  country  had  over  the  colonics ;  It  was  a  fubjeft  whici 
cd  to  be  handled  Wifh  pent  delicacy  ;  but  he  wiihed  juft  t 
out  a  hint  for  the  Terious  and  fober  confideration  of  the  HouTc 
i  point,  of  the  extent  of  our  power  over  the  colomes,  rcmainr 
ter  of  difpute,  it  might  lead  to  the  difcuflTton  of  another  quel 
which  this  c6unlry  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  hear  difpntcd 
lan,  who  was  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  relation  which  fub 
between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  could  be  ignc 
of  thefe  pdnts-^'that'  the  colony  was  entitled  to  prote^on 
he  was  bound  to  fend  her  produce  to  the  mother  country ;  an 
he  was  to  take,  in  return,  the  exports  of  the  mother  countr) 
ot  go  to  atty  other  market  for  them ;— Thefe  were  all  pwm 
t  admitted  of  rm  difpute.  A  quelfion,  however,  had  bee 
i  only  of  late,  how  far  the  mother  country  is  entitled  t 
bit  that  fupply  from  being  obtained  by  its  colonies,  which 
It  fumifh,  and  which  they  have  been  in  ufe  to  receive  fror 
mtinent  of  Africa.  And  if  there  was  not  fomething  in  thi 
it  which  precludes  all  contidcracions  of  policy,  he  conceive 
I  difcufliun  of  this  queftion  to  be  well  worth  the  attention  ( 
[oufe.  Sut  waving  the  queftion  of  right,  he  was  decidedly  < 
jn,  that  it-was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Britifh  Legiflaturc  1 
cfs  the  trade,  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Weft-India  plar 

I'o  this  he  knew  it  woidd  be  feid—What  i  is  the  Britif 
not  able  to  prevent  the  decrees  of  Parliament  ftora  being  vie 
?  Who  is  the  man  who  will  maintainfuch  an  abfurd  pof 
I  am  the  man,  faid  Mr.  Dundas,  who  will  maimain,  an 
nfirmatiun  of  my  afleriion,  I  will  appeal  to  the  experience  i 
:ar,  when  with  twenty-eight  fhipsof  warftationed  on  thecoaf 
o  idands  in  tlie  Weft-Indies,  we  were  unable  to  fuppiefs  con 
cation  between  ihefe  and  other  iflandt'  Slaves  will  be  fmqgglc 
other  iflands,  be  they  D:ini(h  or  be  ihey  Portuguefe,  Or  I 
what  they  will,  into  the  Britifh  tflands,  in  fpite  of  tit  tt 
uice  which  canbe  exercifetl.  He  had  a  heartfelt  ragret  in  fa] 
,  but  the  expeiiencc  of  laft  year  had  demonlhated  its  truth 
:t  the  afV  be  what  it  vrould.'it  was  fuch  as  offered  an  indim 
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tncnt  to  die  AAi^cH'tndla  merchantB  to  combat  iti  «xAiidon.  Thft 
Conclufion  4ras  one  whtch  he  Would  prcTi  again  and  i^n  upon  tbs 
Houfe,  tfidt  they  ought  impartially  to  confidcr  vbclhcr  the  perfim 
«ouM  ntoll  efTeftuaUjr  attain  the  dbjcA  of  the  biU,  wljp  propoled 
an  abolition  of  the  trade  by  flow  and  gradual  meana,  wbedier  tht 
twrfon  bdi  confults  the  interen  of  the  opprefled  and  ii^ured  Afilcan, 
Vho  it  fw  aboliftlng  the  trflde  by  mnTurei  gradual,  by  nteafurei 
cotKitlatlng,  and  by  meafuru  natural,  or  he  who  attacks  it  with 
the  hi^  hand  of  bcjid'fhnng  authority,  forgetful  of  both  the  putiet 
intereftcdi  and  thepropcrty  at  ftake  i  He  fubmitted  it  to  his  honour* 
able  friend,  and  thoTe  who  with  him  were  the  fupponen  of  the  billi 
whether  k  was  not  worA  while  to  mix  a  little  condlialiott  with 
their  provifions ;  to  mix  a  little  concern  for  the  Interrib  of  the 
ctdonies,  with  thofe  manly  and  jMpui  feelings  which  they  pK&fled, 
^nd  certainly  felt  for  the  fate  of  an  <q>pTeired  nation.  .  Ho  was 
afraid  that  die  whcdc  mode  of  proceeding  had  tended  to  cnpge  die 
Weft-India  planters  in  one  common  intereftt  or  rather,  perhaps. 
In  one  common  poflionf  againft  their  bcft  intcreflt.  Afperfiora  of 
the  foulefl  kind  had,  in  the  courfs  of  the  bufinefs,  bqm  duowa 
out  againft  the  Weft-India  jdanters,  as  a  colle£tive  body.  Tbcf 
had  been  reprefentcd  as  a  band  of  lavages,  and  as  dtfgiacing,  t^ 
their  chara£fers,  the  country  from  which  they  claimed  ddccnt' 
There  Was  no  fpceies  of  obloquy  widi  which  they  Wcie  not  befmear- 
«d :  Acre  was  no  tale  of  rcproadi  which  was  not  bunted  out,  and 
ftditary  infulatcd  inftancca  of  cruelty  were  brought  forward  as  cbx* 
rafteriftic  of  all  the  planters.  Accordingly,  the  fiift  fcntimdit 
which  offered  itfclf  to  the  minds  of  the  planters,  was  a  ddirc  t» 
vindicate  ihclr  own  chara£^s  frtHn  the  calumiues  by  which  tbe^ 
had  betn  injured.  Comei  fiJd  Uiey,  with  one  viucc,  let  ua  go  W 
Great  Britain  and  exculpate  ourfclvcs  from  the  imputation  o(  ihoft) 
crimes,  the  difgmce  of  whUh  will  defcenci  to  our  poflerttjr,  ani 
make  them  afhamed  to  recognize  us  as  thnr  anpcftors,  Theconw. 
mon  injury  which -their  (^araflcr  fuftalned,  united  them  JnoM 
common  caufe.  Mr.  Dundas  then  adverted  to  a  few  of  4k  piovl- 
fions,  cont^iined  in  the  bilL  The  penalties,  he  confclTcd,  Co  be 
rigoroasj  but  he  was  not  much  inclined  to  quarrel  with  diem  if 
the  objeA  of  the  bill  was  admitteil  to  be  proper,  bccaufe  it  ma 
certainly  competent  for  the  honourable  ^rntktnan  to  ehufe  Aofa 
means  which  were  moft  likely  to  ^vc  bis  meafufo  cAS.  Jf  he 
had  been  die  ftamcr  of  the  bill,  tiowever*  there  was  omi  daufe 
which  be  certainly  would  not  have  admitted,  viz.  ttut  by  whu^i 
die  planters  were  invefled  with  tfie  power  ctf  rcnoring  dcBtaesfiram 
one  Uhnd  to  mother.     After  acquiring  an  aoaobtnent  to  die  IcH, 
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nid 'being  in  fixne  tAeafiirc  a  fecond  dme  dotnicllistcd^  to  1 
nted  fironi  a  wife,  a  fon,  or  a  relation,  and  conveyed  to  u 
to  whjch  he  was  a  Aranger,  and  to  mingle  vritii  t)eople  wl 
^  not  know,  'rcemcd  to  him  to  be  one  of  the  cruclcD  lituai 
tvhich  the  unhapj^  A&ican  could  be  plated.  This  power 
evert  niight  be  refervcd  to  the  planters  as  A  proper  ackiu 
merit  of  the  attention  which  their  intercfts  demanded  fr 
fnincrsof  the  bill.  There  was  another  daufe,  however,  tc 
this  obfervatiori  would  not  apply :  when  a  veflct,  laden  with  i 
was  found  at  fea,  what  Was  to  be  done  i  The  unha[^  v 
on  board  were  rcprcfented  as  being  cruelly  torn  from  theii 
land,  and  all  that  th^  held  dear,  tranrported  in  a  fituatioi 
than  that  of  criminals,  and  about  to  be  conveyed  into  a  (late 
vitudc  3t\ii  opprefTion.  He  admitted  the  reprcfcntation  to  I 
but  what  was  to  be  done  with  them  when  found,  or  what  a 
fation  was  to  be  granted  to  them  i  The  Africans  were  to  I 
and  as  a  rccompence  for  their  mifcrics  a  moiety  was  to  be  g 
the-  informers.  Was  this  confulting  the  intcrefts  of 
hutnaniry,  or  tven  acting  u^n  the  principles  of  the  bill? 
Would  not  enlarge  firthcr  upon  the  various  provilions  it  cor 
}ie  allowed  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  juft  :  he  thought  t 
African  (lave  trade  was  cbniracy  tO' jufticc  and  humanity,  ai 
it  ought  to  be  abolished..  But  when  he  dclbended  from  m. 
fai£),  there  it  was  that  he  diifcrcd  with  fomc  of  his  hoiu 
friends  ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  he  had  no  hetitatfon  In 
that  it  was  ftot  within  the  bobnds  of  pofTibility  In  Parllai 
give  effcft  to  the  bill  at  the  prcfent  moment.  For  he  rcpc 
agalnj  from  the  experience  of  lanycar,  hefouTKl  it  would  b< 
lutely  impoQible  jo  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  flavcs  from  ont 
to  another.  And  upon  this  ground  he  fubmitted  to  the 
whether  it  was  pofliblc  to  abolifh  the  trade  without  the  co-op 
-of  the  planters  i  He  expected  to  liavc  found  fomcthing 
iace  of  the  bill,  which  would  have  fhewn  that  Parliament  pa 
attentiofi  to  the  intcrefls  of  a  rcfpcdablc  body  of  men,  wb 
put  their  property  under  the  protofiion  of  the  L^illaturc. 
this  he  was  deceived.  It  was  dated  by  an  hortourabic  C 
(Smith)  that  the  trade  had  cxified  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

'the  reply  whkh  was  made  to  this  was,  that  its  ancient  (landin| 
to  make  us  the  more  amious  to  get  it  abolilhed.  Oc^ht  w 
Mr.  Dundas,  in  jullicc  to  the  mciiKny  of  our  anCcllors,  n 

'  fo  much  ci^mf fa  to  throw  upon  them  the  ft^ma,  of  havii^ 
encouraged  a  tndc  of  inhumanity  and  injuftlce  ?     But  indepc: 

-  of  ail  oonlidtntioiu  of  tius  fort^ .  the  anfwcr  itfdf  was  nut 
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ooe,  for  certunly  the  loi^ '  durttion  ^f .  any  fyflem  wTiatcvlrr,  «nu 
an  aigutiKnt  why  it  ftiould  not  be  abruptly  exploded.  ■  It  had  not, 
however,  been  fandHoncd  by  a  mere  acquiefcenceon  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  Foreign  mcrchant<i  had  been  goaded  ani 
Simulated  by. this  country,  to  embark  their  capital  in  the  tradc.^ 
it  was  unneceflary  to  refer  to  ail  the  adls  of  Parliament  which  nuglA 
be  quoted  to  prove  this  propofition  ;  but  what  he  aigued  from  it 
was  this^not  that  the  trade  oi^t  not  to  be  abolifhed,  (for  though 
his  honourable  friend  fccmed  to  think  that  ths  bill  haviVig  p^fled 
through  aftagcor  two  precluded  allobje^ions  to  it,  he  would  not 
claim  any  fuch  advantage  from  the  fancHon  of  our  anceftors  for  a 
century  and  a  half)  but  to  fhcw  that  the  L^iflaturc  ought  not  to 
overlook  tht  intereft  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned ;  that  whilt 
they  afled  upon  the  enlarged  principle  of  granting  juftice  to  all  man- 
kind, they  ought  not  to  ncglcdt  the  municipal  and  provincial  intcrelts 
of  their  own  country. 

The  property  vcftcd  in  the  Weft-India  iflands  had  been  calcui- 
lated  to  amount  to  between  feventy  and  eighty  millions,  twenty 
millions  of  which  was  reckoned  to  be  Britifh.  This  claim  of  in^ 
tercft,  though  it  had  been  much  inveighed  againft,  the  planters  haA 
2  right  to  ftate  ;  and  if  the  Legiflaturc  were  impofing  any  liardfhip 
upon  the  planters,  their  creditors  had  a  right  to  complain.  Four 
years  ago  hehad  propofcdagraduai  abolition_,  but  when  he  propofcd 
this,  he  never  lod  tight  of  appointing  a  nomminion  to  inquire  into 
the  amount  of  the  injury  which  the  planters  would  fullain,  fo  that 
Parliament  migitt  provide  for  their  indemnification.  The  want  of 
fuch  a  claufe,  he  tiated,  as  a  capital  obje^ion  to  the  prcfent  bill. 
If  the  bill,  in  its  prefcnt  form,  .were  to  go  out  to  the  Weft  Indict, 
and  if  the  plai\tcrs  were  to  be  confiderably  inflamed  by  its  contend^ 
let  gentlemen  recoUeft  the  fort  of  provocation  that  they  have  had 
tVom  attacks  upon  their  chara^er,  as  well  as  their  property.  In 
his  opinion  it  would  be  wifdom  on  the'  part  of  the  Houfe,  to  paule 
a  lititc  before  they  canw  to  a  deciflon,  to  mix  Ibme  mcafures  of  con- 
ciliation with  their  7eal,  to  mix  fome  parental  care  for  the  colonies 
with  their  ardour  for  the  general  intercfts  of  humanity,  and  to  fend 
out  a  commilTion  along  with  the  bill,  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of 
the  damages  which  may  be  fuOained  by  individuals,  and  the  mode 
in  which  they  may  be  moft  eafily  repaired.  He  Ihuddered  when  he 
anticipated  the  cffeils  of  ?n  immediate  abolition.  The  trufloes  of 
infants  would  naturally  be  kd  to  look  (harj)ly  after  the  recovery  of 
that  property  of  which  they  were  :hc  appointed  guardians ;  and  if 
that  was  the  cafe,  did  they  really  mean  that  all  mort(pges  fhould  be 
for  ever  fpreclofed,  without  ftcppinj  in  to  prevent  it  ?     CoiJ^  of 
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%^vf  had  IbmtiAeat*  thou^  6t  la  iAteHetQ  In  «4er  to  i 

fbreclofures  *  aod  fticb  interiatoce  was,  in  his  opinion,  b 
worthjr  of  dtc  Ve^Oatan,  when  tbcf  cooftdered  the  Unu 
tSoStt  which  iccnie  from  them  in  ttte  prdcnt  iaffauicc.  i 
fidcnble  part  of  die  property  in  tlie  Weft-India  iftuidt  refl 
credit,  and  an  imincdiatc  abolition  of  the  African  trade  wpi 
'pole  the  ^oMtti*  to  all  the  rigour  c^  their  creditors.  Some  pi 
in  the  ifland  of  Tobago  were  bound  to  keep  a  certain,  nun 
negroes  upon  their  eftates ;  and  when  that  illand  was  taken 
French'in  the  laft  war,  fome  of  thccftates  were  fciied  bya_ 
inent'of  a  French  tribunal,  becaufe  they  had  not  the  proper  m 
Jnfueh  tnfUnces  the  abolition  of  the  trade  would  amount,  in 
to  a  confifcation  of  tiie  eftatea.  He  hoped  that  it  would  not  b 
that  the  lafl  four  years  in  which  the  planters  were  left  at  lib 
import  negroes  without  reAri^on,  was  a  fuffidcnt  rcparat 
them  for  the  injuries  which  they  would  fuflain^  For  from  tl: 
ticular  fituation  of  the  llUnda  it  had  fo  happened,  that  thofc  i 
wUch  ffloft  needed  fupplies,  were  not  in  a  condition  to  i 
tiuitb  Jamaica,  it]  which  there  was  abundance  of  negioes  I 
tiad  remained  quicti  But  he  afked,  had  St.  Vincent's,  wbM 
been  in  a  ftate  of  devaluation  ;  had  Grenada,  which  had  bee 
fifflUar  (ituation  ;  or  had  Dominica,  which  had  been  in  a  1 
|-d>elUon,  rpaped  die  benefit  of  the  fufpenlion  i  They  cei 
fud  not.  But  this  was  not  all,  he  had  heard  it  flated  as  a  : 
of  doubt  how  far  it  was  found  policy  in  this  country  to  leta 
Wcfl-tndta  iflands,  becaufe  we  had  not  fuiFcred  from  the 
America ;  and  one  gentleman,  on  a  former  night,  had,  pr 
«s  an  inflrumenttQcnforceobediencetoouT  decrees,  tomenaci 
wnth  indepeiidettcc.  The  riglu  honourable  Secretary  aniniad 
warmly  on  Aeexprcflioni  and,  tq  fti?wthcimportanMofthcii 
he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  fi^lowing  ftatem^i 
The  imports  from  the  Britilh  Weft-India  iflands  in 
Unountii^  to  8,8oo,ooel.  the  revenue  ariling  from  whic 
1,634,000!.  Thcftiip[ung  was  664.  vfrflels,  bearing  15 
tonnage,  and  employii^  8000  feamen.  The  exports  fro: 
pountrj- to  the  iflands  in  1794,  amounted  to  3,700,0001.01 
|ng  709  vefTels,  bearing  177,000  tonnage,  and  tz.ooort 
And  the  produce  of  the  Well-India  iflands  imported  ini 
country  and  expected,  amounted  to  3,^00,0001.  (tH-mii^  a 
proportion  of  our  foreign  export  trade.  He  afked,  if  fhefi 
(Aje&  worth  the  confideration  of  the  J^iflature  of  not  1 
was  not  a  crime  to  talk  of  policy  in  the  Houfe  of  Commoi 
.  begged  tft  know  wlicch«r  fume  caption  wa$  not  nccclTary  bcfi 
^  -3     ■ 
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attempted  to  try  experiments  on  an  object  offuch  impoitancc 
Taking  up  the  fubjcifl  in  another  point  of  view,"  and  confiderii 
America  as  now  independent,  were  the  gentlemen  who  ufed  fui 
language  quite  clear,  that  if  wc  were  to  abandon  our  colonics,  th 
flic  would  not  take  them  under  her  proteiftion,  or  that  no  oth 
power  would  reach  out  a  fatherly  hand  to  offer  them  proteflion 
The  Americans  could  fcarccly  fail  to  avail  themfclvcs  of  thatoccu 
rence,  and  incorporate  or  ally  thcmfelves  with  the  colonies;  ar 
then,  although  from  the  extent  of  capital,  and  the  elhblilhment  1 
manufatfiure,  the  efFcft  would  not  be  immediate,  our  trade  ar 
commerce  would  rapidly  decline,  .and  revive  in  other  countrie 
This,  was  an  event  to  which  fiich  a  reparation  infalhbly  tcndc( 
and  which  required  no  great  fkill  in  prophecy  to  prcdift.  It  wa: 
therefore,  prcpofterous  for  a  grave  aflcmbly  of  Lcgiflators,  or  an 
fet  of  men,  paft  the  rarti  and  giddy  period  of  youth,  to  treat  th; 
poflible  contingency  with  indifference.  He  could  not,  for  thel 
^^ons,  avoid  warning  the  Houfe  againlV  pafTing  the  bill,  wiihoi 
taking  (bmc  Heps  to  convince  the  planters  tliat  their  intereft  Qioul 
not  be  injured.  Giving  the  planters  only  a  little  longer  time,  h 
contended,  wotild  be  no  good  to  them,  and  much  injury  to  th 
country*.  It  might  benefit,  indeed,  a  few  African  (hip  captain 
and  flave-jobbers ;  but  by  encouraging  a  great  and  rapid  imports 
tion  of  aged  negroes  into  the  aJonies,  it  would  endanger  the! 
peace  and  fccurity.  There  was  only  one  way  in  which,  in  hi 
opinion,  the  abolition  could  be  fafely  effefled ;  inftead  of  limiting  th 
number  of  flavcs  Imported,  to  confine  the  difcription  to  ihofc  unde 
a  certain  age.  For  this  purpofe,  in  his  opinion,  none  ought  rob 
imported  above  the  age  of  twcnt)'.  The  praflieability  and  expe 
diency  of  this  mcafurc  he  vindicated  from  a  propofiiion  made  b 
the  Aflcmbly  of  Jamaica  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  tha 
it  would  allow  them  to  lay  a  tax  of  fcvcn  pounds  upon  the  importa 
tion  of  every  negro  above  the  age  of  thirty.  This  propofition  wa 
not  acceded  to  by  ihc  Government ;  but  it  Ihewcd  the  opinion  «f  th 
Affembly,  both  on  the  praflicability  and  propriety  of  the  fchemc 
And  if  it  was  pratllicable  to  dilUngiiidi  fuch  as  were  under  thirtj 
it  would  be  much  cafier  to  difiinguith  thofe  who  were  under  twentj 
Formerly  there  was  a  great  difproportion  in  the  fexes  of  the  flaves 
bccaufe  the  planters  had  no  other  idea  of  keeping  up  the  popula 
tion  except  by  importation ;'  and,  therefore,  the  population  wa 
certainly  not  now  in  a  complete  ftate,  or  in  one  that  promifed  ai 
internal  fupply  fufficicnt  for  the  purpofes  of  the  plantations.  Thcl 
Were  the  grounds  upon  which  he  ftioLild  oppofc  this  bill,  which  h 
did  mod  earncftly  and  emphatically.  He  wilhed  hi?  honourabi 
Voi.  XLV.  ■*  a  R 
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riend  would  eonfider  tfuTe  things.  He  applauded  his  ^like  e 
crprife  in  endeavouring  To  long  to  abolifh  the  trade,  and  bellev 
ic  was  a^uatcd  by  the  bell  o(  motives ;  but  he  hoped  his  honoL 
ible  friend  would  weigh  thcfe  circumftances  before  he  proceed 
iny  farther.  The  world  mufl  decide  upon  the  condu£t  ofihofe  w! 
ook  dif&rent  fides  upon  this  queftion.  The  principles  of  a  m: 
vcre  not  (hewn  by  having  hne  fpcedies  in  his  mouth  about  liumani 
uidjudice,  they  were  (hewn  by  his  conduA.  He  had  as  mu 
«eling  as  thofc  who  were  always  talking  about  it,  and  he  (hoi 
Tcat  an  infinuation  to  the  contrary  with  the  contempt  it  dcferve 
tie  was  forry  to  have  taken  up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  Hou 
[f  he  had  fpokcn  with  warmth,  it  was  from  the  carncnnefs 
felt  upon  thi»  fubjetfl ;  he  meant  to  treat  every  body  with  rcfpct? 
le  gave  his  opponents  full  credit  for  the  gpodnefs  of  their  intc 
ions,  and  trut^ed  they  would  ufe  the  fame  candour  to  him.  I 
concluded  with  giving  his  negative  to  the  bill,  and  intrcatcd  t 
Houfe  ferioufly  to  eonfider  the  confcquences  which  would  follt 
from  their  dccifion. 

Mr.  FOX.  As  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fcemed  in  for 
part  of  his  fpeech  particularly  to  allude  to  me,  I  am  dcfirous 
lake  this  opportunity  (hortly  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  fubjefl 
Ihe  debate,  which  at  all  events  1  (hould  have  felt  to  be  nccellary 
[he  courfe'  of  the  evening.  I  am  glad  that  the  right  Iionoural 
gentleman  has  found  himfclf  fufficiently  recovered  to  attend  on  tl 
occafion,  and  more  cfpecially  that  he  has  been  able  to  enter  into 
full  a  difcufTion  of  the  queftion.  When  we  conlidcr  his  abilid 
his  opportunities  of  Requiring  information  on  the  fubji'iff,  and  i 
great  attention  which  he  has  paid  to  it,  wc  may  flatter  ourfeb 
that  we  have  now  heard  the  whole  force  of  the  argument  againll  \ 
When  I  fay  againfl  us,  I  am  aware  that  I  do  not  ufc  the  m 
parliamentary  way  of  fpeaking  ;  but  I  muft  conftfs,  thai  I  ha 
been  fo  long  engaged  in  one  fide  of  the  queflion,  thai  I  have  ni 
formed  a  ftrong  predetermined  opinion.  I  do  not  affirm  tfiatj  : 
not  to  be  (halten  by  reafoning,  but  fo  intimately  interwoven  is  i 
convidlion,  that  I  cannot  eafily  beperfuaded,  that  any  reafoni 
could  be  found  to  induce  me  to  alter  it.  There  were  many  pa 
of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  muft  be  cc 
fidered  as  highly  favourable  to  the  caufc  of  thofe  who  are  friends 
the  abolition.  The  whole  of  his  argument  is  a  complete  anfwcr 
thofc  advocates  on  the  other  fide,  who  contend,  that  the  qucflion  ouj 
to  be  left  at  reft,  tliat  the  difcufTion  is  highly  improper,  under  1 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  prefent  time,  and  that  it  ought  not 
all  to  be  aginted.     I  am  happy  to  (ind  that  the  right  honoural 
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gentleman  and  myfcif  agree  in  our  premifcs,  however  we  may 
with  rerpcft  to]  our  conclufion.  He  admits  that  the  tr 
'  not  only  inconfiAcnt  with  humanity  and  juflice  (and  I  Ihoul' 
'  pof<^  when  I  had  got  that  I  had  not  much  to  afk],  but  with 
'  and  prudence  in  time  of  war.  '  It  a[^ars  then  that  we  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  abolition.  The  right  honourable  gent 
flalcs  a  powerful  objeflion  to  our  mode,  if  it  be  well  fouj 
namely,  that  it  is  imprafllcablc.  Let  us  examine  it,  as  cont 
with  that  mode  of  abolition  which  he  has  himfelf  propofed 
fee  to  whfch  this  objeflitm  of  impraflicability  may  moft  juf 
applied.  Firft,  he  flates  that  our  mode  cannot  be  carric( 
effedl  without  the  confent  of  the  planters,  which  we  cannot  e 
to  have.  I  have  no  hcfitation  to  ftatc,  that  if  to  the  accom; 
ment  of  the  abolition  of  the'  Have  trade,  we  attach,  as  a  nec< 
Condition,  the  confent  of  the  planters,  we  do  not  fee  the  quelti 
a  fair  and  manly  light,  if  we  do  not  look  to  the  continaur 
that  traffic.  What  ground  of  hope  have  we,  even  from  their  pi 
fions,  that  they  will  ever  be  induced  to  give  their  confent  to  fi 
meafure  f  And  if  we  advert  to  what  has  been  their  condui 
every  former  inflance,  we  connot  have  the  fmallell  profpcfl 
.  fuch  an  event  is  ever  likely  to  take  place.  On  a  former  occa 
I  trud  I  may  make  the  alluHon  without  any  irregularity,  | 
Fox  here  alluded  to  the  line  of  argument  adopted  by  Mr.  Dui 
when  he  propofed  his  plan  of  gradual  abolition^,  I  remember 
pains  to  have  been  taken  to  talk  two  dtjTcrent  languages  f 
.  ditfcrent  parties  in  this  qucftion,  to  perfuade  the  planters  that  if 
did  not  accede  to  terms  of  gradual  abolition,  an  immediate  a 
'lion  would  be  effected  ;  and  the  enemies  of  thctrade,  that  if 
"did  not  accept  of  their  objeft  up&n  the  fame  terms,  there  woul 
'noabolition  at  all.  This  attempt  to  perfuade  both  partiesi 
pleteh'  fai'ed.  It  did  not  fuccced  with  me,  becaufc  I  was  petfu 
thiit  the  abolition  might  be  efFe^ed  in  a  different  manner  ;  ai 
hJvc  not  undcrdood  that  it  has  gained  one  profelyte  amonj 
Wert  Indians.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  fajs,  whai 
laws  may  be  palTcd,  the  traffic  in  Haves  will  not  be  extirpated, 
that  the  whole  of  ilie  navy  of  England  cannot  prevent  illicit  ii 
courfc,  I  am  fully  aware  of  thg  truth  of  fliis  pc.fition,  and  ol 
in;;fficicy  of  hws  to  fupprefs  any  commerce  which  holds  out 
tempting  prof|)ect  of  high  profit;  but  this  refutes  the  reafonir 
tliofc  who  condemned  the  fcverity  of  penaliies  impofed  by  the 
Uni  bill,  as  it  is  evident  tliat  the  rigour  of  the  penalty  ought  t 
in  proportion  to  tlie  difiiculty"bf  fupprcflirig  the  offence.  In 
rcfpi-'ct,  (hcrefore,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  t!'.e  fi 
2  R   a 
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;fcnee  of  thofe  penalties,  which  have  beca  fo  much  T^)n]bat 
)n  the  penalties  themfclves  he  did  not  dwell  mucht  in  fefl,  he 
totfcem  to  take  them  at  all  into  his  conHdenition.  Whenhcalli 
■  Will-it  not  be  pra^icablc  to  fmugglc,  notwithflanding  the  c 
ation  of  the  law  f"  Ought  not  another  queftion  to  have  fuggei 
iclf,  "  Ii  it  not  alfo  pofTible,  that  tbofc  concerned  in  fmuggi 
nay  be  dclci£lcd!"  May  it  not  be  cxpcfled,  that  the  law  wil 
eaft  have  fome  efFcfl  in  fcciiring  the  object  in  view  ;  that  in  ft 
ndances  the  vigilance  of  its  operation  will  arredthecriretinali 
hat  in  others,  the  contemplation  of  its  penalties  will  prevent 
iffencc  i  But  another  objcfiinn  is,  -  that  thcfe  laws  cannot  be  i 
uted  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Weft-Indians  themfel 
Ktt  there  twt  already  laws  in  force,  prohibiting  any  interco 
letween  the  Weft'  Indies  and  North  America,  for  the  purpof 
>rocuring  provifions  ?  Has  there  been  foiit\d  any  deficiency  i 
efpedl  to  the  obfervancc  of  thofe  laws,  and  yet  provifions  ma; 
)urchafed  more  eaGly  than  flavcs )  AUulions  have  been  mad 
in  exprefSon  brought  forward  by  me  on  a  former  evening,  and 
pcatcd  this  night  by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  (Mr.  Fran 
From  the  conftrudlion  put  upon  that  exprc^Tion,  I  conceive  th 
tiat'bcen  mifunderftood. 

My  honourable  friend  did  not  fay  "  the  Weft  Indies  at 
little  confequence,  let  them  go."  He  merely  anfwered  a  fpecul; 
that  the  confequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  flavc  trade  would  be 
lofs  of  our  Weft-India  poffdnoiis,  a  fpeculation  which  by  the  b 
wry  uncertain.  To  the  alfertion  on  the  one  fide,  he  only  opp 
in  alTertion  of  his  pwn,  that  even  if  the  fpeculation  of  the  lol 
;hofe  iftands  {hoyld  be  true,  we  (hould  be  as  well  without  thi 
ind  then  came  in  the  cafe  of  America.  On  that  fubjefl,  1  coc 
:hat  I  hold  a  different  opinion ;  I  confidcr  the  lofs  oif  America 
I  grievous  misfortune  to  the  Britifh  empire.  I  always  fhouk 
nclined  to  coincide  with  thofe  prudent  men,  who  arc  not  difp 
»  rifque  any  great  ftalcc  on  the  chance  of  fpeculation  ;  and  if  < 
n  the  contcft  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonics,  I  had  bee 
be  opinion  of  the  Dean  of  Glouccfter,  that  the  indcpcndenc 
^mcrica  was  dcfirable,  I  (hould  notrhave  vcnfured  to  have  a 
)n  that  opinion.  But  in  this  cife,  if  the  Weft-India  plar 
hould  prcfenl  the  alternative  "  Either  we  will  fcparatc  from  G 
Britain,  or  continue  the  flave  trade,"  I  fliuuld  have  no  hefitai 
!  would  fay,  "  Separate,  go  to  America,  or  if  you  think  pre 
;o  to  France."  When  1  threaten  them  thus,  I  mean  to  con 
hat  the  reparation  would  be  infinitely  more  inconvenient  to  t 
ihan  to  Great  Biicainj  and  tfiat  they  arc  but  little  prepared  for  fi 
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ftcp.  The  jight  honourable  gentleman  entered  into  x  detail  of  A 
amount  oi  the  importations,  but  was  afterwards  obliged  to  admi 
that  not  much  Rrefs  was  to  be  laid  on  a  calculation  of  that  for 
He  entered  alfo  into  a  fpeculati(»i  with  refpcdi  to  the  rivalfhip  < 
America  in  point  of  manufa^ures.  The  probability  of  what  th 
oountty  may  fuffcr  from  fuch  a  rivalfhip,  I  conlidcr  to  be  very  « 
mote.  The  extent  of  land  to  be  cultivated  in  America,  compare 
even  with  the  incrcaling  rate  of  population,  muft  retard  fuch  an  ever 
for  a  great  number  bf  years.  But  when  I  venture  to  put  the  cai 
ofthelofsof  the  Weft  Indies,  I  talk  fo  from  a  ccrrainty  that  tha 
is  no  danger  of  fuch  a  feparation,  and  from  a  firm  conviction  that 
cannot  bethercfult  of  theprefent  bill.  As  to  the  point  of  right, 
affirm  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  connection,  no  right  can  be  mor 
unqucAionablc  than  for  the  L^iflature  of  Great  Britain  tointerfei 
in  regulating  the  external  commerce  of  her  colonies.  The  right  ho 
nourable  gentleman  fays,  that  if  you  cut  them  off  from  one  branc 
of  trade,  you  become  yourfclvcs  bound  to  fupply  the  deficiencj 
In  point  of  h&  the  argument  is  not  founded,  for  you  have  alrcad 
interdi>£led  them  from  many  branches  of  commerce,  which  you  d 
not  fupply.  But  what  is  the  extent  of  his  argument,  as  applied  I 
the  prefent  cafe  f  To  fay  that  you  arc  bound  to  fupply  the  Wcft-Ir 
dia  planters  with  flavcs  with  your  own  hands,  and  your  own  capita 
till  fuch  a  time  as  tbofe  gentlemen  are  convinced  that  no  frefli  fuf 
plies  arc  neceffary,  is  to  fuppofc  that  you  have  formed  fomethin 
like  the  worft  of  all  contrafls.  It  is  to  fuppofc  that  you  have  fol 
yourfclvcs  to  the  Devil  to  the  end  of  time,  and  are  engaged  to  d 
his  fervicc,  without  the  poffibility  of  redemption.  When  the  rig^ 
honourable  gentleman  talks  of  the  danger  .to  be  apprehended  froi 
flavcs  newly  imported  from  a  country,  where  neither  from  moralii 
or  philofophy  they  have  acquired  any  laudable  fcntiment  of  goo 
difpofition,  where  neither  precept  nor  example  has  concurred  to  forr 
them  to  amiable  manners  and  habits  of  virtue,  what  is  the  obviou 
inference?-  If  there  is  one  country  in  the  world  fo  peculiarly  unfoi 
tunate,  fo  totally  depraved,  is  not  this  wretched  picture  of  our  na 
ture  owing  to  the  cxiftcncc  of  that  abominable  traffic,  which  thu 
tends  to  eradicate  from  the  charaflcr  any  thing  good,  amiable,  o 
even  human  ?  Can  there  exift  any  obligation  to  be  the  condufloi 
of  fuch  a  trade?  We  cannot  have  made  fuch  a  contradt.  If  w 
have,  it  is  one  of  thofe  few  contrails,  which  ought  to  be  violated 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  taking  notice  of  (he  particula 
claufcs  of  the  bill,  lamented  that  there  Ihould  be  one,  enai5tii^ 
that  thofe  (laves,  who  are  already  in  the  iflands,  (hould  be  take 
from  pne  Ifiand  to  another,  and  thus  feparatcd  from  their  acquaini 
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X,  and  me  connexions  they  may  have  fiwined.  If  fuch 
:Iings  with  refpefl  to  a  removal  from  Barhadoes  to  Jam: 
conceives  the  attachment  which  binds  them  to  the  place  th< 
ce  inhabited  to  be  fo  llrong,  with  what  fentiments  mufl  I 
nplaie  that  reparation  which  they,  in  the  fitft  inflance,  exp 
im  their  native  foil — that  reparation  which  breaks  afunder 
nds  of  nature,  which  tears  them  from  every  objcfl  of 
Kic  fbndnefs,  from  every  fcciw  of  early  endearment  ?  \V 
:fl  to  the  other  claufe,  which  cna^s,  that  thofc  negroes  wl 

attempted  to  be  brot^t  over  for  the  purpofe  of  illegal  com 

fold,  and  the  money  applied  to  particular  purpofes  j  I  ce 
ill  regret  its  operation,  and  I  fincerely  w  i(h  that  any  othei 
difpofingof  them  could  poflibly  be  fuggefted.  It  is  urged 
,  "  You  fay,  that  they  are  unjuftly  torn  from  their  frien 
cir  country: — Why  then  do  you  not  talic  the  means  to 
cm  ?"  If  it  were  polTiblc  to  fecurc  this  objcfl,  I  (houtd 
'  expence  with  which  it  might  be  attended.     But  one  of  th 

this  robbery  is,  that  it  leaves  no  means  of  rclUtutJon. 
:  attempt  again  to  convey  thofe  wfeiches  to  the  coaft  of  Afric 
ight  only  be  left  to  perifh  by  famine,  or  might  be  cxpofcd  t 
titfon  of  the  fame  fufferings  which  we  now  deprecate ;  ai 
cumftancc  in  itfelf  I  can  only  confider  as  a  frefh  Oigma 
aches  to  this  abominable  traffic,  and  a  more  convincing  p 

foul  atrocit)'.  As  to  the  pradicability  of  the  different  pla 
■  as  they  are  conne61ed  with  tlic  queftion  of  the  co-operation 
bnies ;  if  the  plan  of  abolition  can  be  carried  into  effc<5V  w 
nfent  and  co-operation  of  the  colonies,  my  plan  is  fully  : 
d  praflicable  as  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  :  b 
iff  be  enforced  without  their  confent,  his  plan  is  more  d 
execution,  and  lefs  certain  in  its  operation  than  mine.  I 
comes  eafy,  in  proportion  as  diftinflion  is  difficult,  WoyI 
rdcr  to  punifh  a  man  for  importing  negroes,  or  for  only  im| 
;m  above  a  certain  age  ?  In  the  one  cafe  the  enaiftmcnt  i* 
d  piifiiivc,  and  removes  at  once  all  difficulty  anddeccpiic 
r  other,  thedillini^ion  is  matter  of  intricacy  and  doubt,  and 
vide  door  for  impofition  and  fubterfuge.  Dut  is  the  right  h 
te  gentleman  prepared  to  fay,  that  he  is  aiilhoti7«d  by  ll'.c 
dia  planters  to  ftate  their  co-operation  to  the  pl;in  wl^ich  1 
)pijfcd?  Have  tlicy  not  conftantly  oppofcd  the  utinoft  ob 
their  power  to  every  ftcp  which  has  bcm  taken  in  liiis  bu' 
.ii  nM  the  3&  to  pre^-ciit  'he  exportation  of  ntrrocs  to  other 
■ct  alfo  die  oppofiliori  nf  tl.ofc  gentlemen  who  arc  cnetT'c 
jliiion  ?    Their  co-oper.iiion  we  cannot  hope,  and  wc  nev< 
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it.  Doubts  have  been  attempted  to  be  raifcd  with  whom  the 
relied  to  decide  upon  this  que Olon.  Unqucdionably  the  Af- 
ily  of- Jamaica  may  decide  upon  matters  of  internal  jurifdi^on, 
t  belongs  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  regulate  the  con- 
i  of  external  trade.  It  was  not  fit  that  the  A  flembly  of  Jamaica 
Id  take  upon  itfelf  the  province  of  the  Briii(h  Legiflaturc.  Yet 
vins  the  fcnpc  of  (hat  rcafoning,  M'hich  went  to  affirm  tliatthis 
;  could  not  be  abolifhed  wiihout  the  confent  of  the  colonics, 
h  rcfpctV  to  the  cxiftencc  of  a  fuppofed  engagement  lant^ioning 
radc,  and  pledging  the  faith  of  Parliament  for  its  continuance  ; 
never  Parliament  at  any  time  thinks  proper  to  encourage  a  trade 
)int  of  policy,  it  by  no  means  binds  itfelf  cither  to  carry  it  on, 
I  cnmpenjate  for  its  abolition,  \yhen  I  oppofed  the  COBimcf^al 
y  with  France,  on  th^  ground  that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to 
trade  Hiih  Portugal,  I  never  pufhed  the  argument  fo  (ar  as  to 
end,  that  bccaufc,  by  a  former  treaty,  we  ^ad  encouraged  the 
:  with  Portugal,  wc  were  iiiU  indifpenfably  bound  to  afford  it 
fame  countenance,  and  not  to  divert  commerce  into  any  other 
inch  Bnt  wh?t  have  y/c  done  this  fetTion  and  the  laft  ?  Wc 
;  in  this  councrj',  on  the  ground  of  the  fcarcity  of  provtiions, 
rely  (lopped  a  great  trade,  the  diftillery  trade.  No  propofliion 
be  more  evident,  than  whenever  any  motive  of  policy  requires  a 
etobe  fupprefTed,  the  Legiflaturc  are  immediately  authorized 
nploy  meafnres  to  fupprcfs  it.  But  the  fupprelTion  of  this  trade 
tiled  for,  not  only  by  motives  of  poli?y,  but  of  humanity;  and 
phat  is  far  fiipcrior  to  any  confide  rations  either  of  policy  or  hu- 
lity— by  ihc  principles  of  juftice.  The  right  honourable  gen tlc- 
L  admits,  that  without  fome  regulations  the  trade  not  only  cannc* 
arried  on,  confiftciitty  with  policy  and  prudence,,  but  confiflcnily 
1  humanity  and  juftice.  When  he  admits  this  right  of  rcgula-  , 
,  all  quedions  with  fcfpcSt  to  the  right  of  interference  is  at  an 
If  wc  have  a  right  to  flop  the  importation  of  all  flavcs  above 
nty,  why  not  flop  the  importation  of  all  f  If  the  right  honour-  ■ 
;  gentleman  had  brought  forward  what  he  dated,  refpciling  a. 


tot^e 


,  and  the  c'ims  of  the  planters,  as  a  fpecilic  propofiiion,  I 
lid  certainly,  in  that  form,  have  given  it  all  due  attention. 
moll,  it  can  only  weigh  as  an  argument  for  him,  to  bting  up  a- 
ife  fi>r  that  purpofe,  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill.  In  the  coutfc  , 
lis  fpccch  he  took  notice  of  the  unfounded  calumnies  circulated 
inff  the  planters,  who  had  been  reprcfinlcd  as  men  void  of  hu- 
lity-  Undoubtedly  a  great  body  of  evidence  was  brought  for- 
d  to  prove,  tliat.many  afls  of  cruelty  and  tyranny  had  at  dif- 
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rent  times  been  perpetrated,  under  the  fanftion  of  this  i 
tfRc.  This,  indeed)  is  no  good  rcafon  why  the  planters, 
iTtake  of  the  charafters  of  any  mixed  body  of  men,  (hou 
anded  with  one  general  llignia.  It  cannot,  however,  bed 
lat  wherever  there  is  flavtiy,  there  will  be  abufe.   If,  with  i 

the  Weft  Indies,  wc  judge  of  the  national  charafler  froir 
iiich  has  always  been  confidered  as  its  beft  criterion,  the  na 
ws,  we  (hall  form  no  very  fevotirable  conclufion.  Wh; 
;  more  deteftable  thnn  the  laws  of  Barbadoes  ?  which  havi 
fcrrcd  to  on  a  former  occafion :  and  if  any  thing  can  exce 
tter  of  the  law  of  Barbadoes,  it  is  the  praiSice  of  Jamaica, 
ribed  by  Bryan  Edwards,  a  man  who  is  juftly  entitled  lo 
■aifc.  I  do  not  impute  that  fpirit  of  cruelty  to  individuals 
le  infallible  confequence  of  (laveiy.  This  trade,  it  is  fuc 
lifted  U  hundred  years.  Slavery,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  is 
der.  We  have  had  writers  on  flavery  among  the  ancients 
lere  wc  can  trace  the  fame  effects  produced  by  this  deteftable 
EC,  as  we  have  occafion  to  witnefs  in  modern  times..  Tl 
lority  of  Ariftotle  has  been  quoted,  and  what  docs  he  fay  • 
ibjeft  ?  *'  The  Barbarians  are  Jlaves  by  nature,  and  made  f 
rvice  of  the  Greeks."  Finding  the  practice  fubtifting  amoi 
juntrj'mcn,  this  occurred  to  him  as  the  eaficft  and  moft  fatisf 
Kxlc  of  accounting  for  its  origin  ;  and  in  another  place  he 

You  muft  not  introduce  what  is  too  improbable,  even  in  d 
lercforc  you  muft  not  reprefcnt  a  Have  as  a  good  man  ;  fur  th 
liter,  though  not  impolTible,  is  contrary  to  nature  and  to  ( 
Kperience."  Nothing,  indeed,  can  be  more  true  than  that 
irtuea  of  man  are  allied  to  liberty :  in  the  generous  foil  of  fr 
icy  take  deep  root,  and  acquire  their  full  vigour  and  maturit 
icesfbftcron  the  dunghill  of  flavery,  and  Ihoot  forth  with  na 
jxuriancc.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that 
F  we  Ihould  abandon  the  trade,  from  a  principle  of  juftit 
hould  flill  gain  notlyng  on  the  fcore  cf  humanity.  I  will  no 
epeat  that  argument  already  fo  often  enforced,  that  nc  oi 
bftain  from  crimes  without  any  contideradon  A  conleqi 
)ut  I  will  afk,  if  we  abandon  the  trade  at  the  prefent  mi 
irho  are  likely  to  take  it  up  ?  Will  the  French,  the  Dutch, 
Americans  readily  embark  in  fuch  an  undertaking  f  If  I 
irinciple  of  juftice,  this  great  country  take  the  lead  in  reno 
hat  abominable  and  difgraceful  traffic ;  if  America  bear  ted 
othc  fame  caufe,  and  France,  already  pledgedby  her  own 
ations,  perfevere  in  the  courfc  file  has  adopted,  may  not  thi 
rful  cximplc  be  fuppofcd  to  be  the  moft  cfFcitual  ftcp  to  briiij 
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omplrit  and  final  abolituifl  ?  I  a/k  thofc  Who  qt»cfH<Mi  your  riglit 
IcgHlate  for  Jannaica,  what  righcyou  have  to  Icgjflite  for  Africa? 
lat  right  Engliflimcn  have  to  tear  the  unoffending  itihabJtantj 
»fn  their  native  foil,  and  to  devote  them  as  the  viiSims  of  their 
arice  and  cruelty  f  what  fort  of  law  is  that  whii;h  t'anctions  the 
mmiflion  of  injufticc,  or  what  fort  of'  moralir;.'  is  that  which 
ichcs  us  to  commit  crimes,  becaufc  they  are  countenanced  by  the 
ample  of  others  ? 

An  honourable  friend  of  mine  (Genera]  Stnitli)  fuppofcd,  that 
general  biirft  of  exclamation,  which  proceeded  froni  thofe  wlio 
ere  adverfe  to  the  trade,  was  meant  to  interrupt  him,  and  fald, 

it  was  very  well  for  gentlemen  to  decide  on  the  que/lion,  with- 
it  thinking  of  t!i«  claims  of  thofc  Jn  the  Weft  Indies,  and  then 
tire  to  their  luxury  or  rcpofe."  I  rather  fuppofc  that  exclamation 
oceedcd  from  thofe  who  were  thin!ci:ig  of  the  clai  ms  of  perfons  in 
,c  Wert  Indies,  though  not  of  thi;  defcripiion  intended  by  the  ho- 
lurable  General,  from  thofc  who  were  thinking  of  the  claims  ol 
,e  poor  negroes.  Good  God,  arc  wc  placed  in  thofc  circumftances 
'  comfort  a:id  cafe  which  he  dcfcribed,  and  can  we  hefitatt  a  mo- 
ien(  to  decide  whether  we  (hall  leave  the  African  in  poflcflion  ol 
le  common  blciTings  of  nature;  of  the  enjoyment  of  his  freedom, 
id  the  privilege  of  his  indullry,  or  whether  we  (hall  barbaroullj 
ar  him  from  his  home,  and  doom  him  to  be  the  drudge  of  ava- 
ce,  and  the  viiilim  of  tyranny  f  But  if  I  have  already  ihcwB  the 
Ian  of  the  rigiii  honourable  gentleman  to  be  more  exceptionable  ir 
>int  of  practicability ;  Iiow  does  it  "(land  in  point  of  humanity  anc 
illice  r  What  muft  wc  think  if  Great  Britain,  giving  up  the  gc^ 
cral  point  of  its  right  to  carry  on  the  trade,  and  openly  avowing  iti 
ijufticc,  (h-ould  ftill  continue  to  e sere ife  that  trade  with  refpetS  K 
K  weak  and  the  helplefs?  Is  ii  of  confequcnce  for  a  nation  to  bi 
loral?  What  impreflion  then  muft  it  give  to  other  ftatcs,  iha 
ireaC  Britain  declares  that  (lie  feels  the  inhumanity,  that  ftic  ac' 
nowlcdges  the  injurtice  of  the  flave  trade,  that  (lie  henceforth  re 
ounces  ail  [irivilcgc  to  traffic  in  thofe  i\hohavc  arrived  to  manhood 
nd  attained  their  full  ftrength,  but  refervcs  to  hcrfclf  the  power  C 
ley  on  helplefs  infancy  and  unoffending  innocence,  without  conli 
ering  the  feelings  of  thofe  who  are  thus  bereaved  of  their  children 
T  the  fufferings  of  the  poor  viflims  thus  dragged  from  the  bofom  <: 
arcnta!  fondncfs,  to  drink  the  bitter  draught  of  flaver)'?  Can 
jywernment  continue  refpefled  or  refpeiflablc,  which  placec  hutna 
lity  and  jullice  on  one  hand,  and  policy  and  gain  on  the  other 
fhis  mult  be  the  cafe  if  you  do  not  abolilh  the  Have  trade,  and  mot 
3  a  you  adopt  the  plan  of  abolition  propofed  by  the  right  lionour,»bl 
Vol.  XLV.  2  S 
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enticmin>  My  friend  {Gcncrat  Smith)  fay*,  diatanadof 
amcnt  will  never  pafs  to  aboli(b  this  trade.  I  am  pcrfuaded 
^c  oiunion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  firmly  and  dccidcdl] 
irellcd,  will  have  great  weight  in  influencing  the  ultimate  dec! 
,nd  you  ought  to  lofe  no  time  in  giving  it  the  utmoft  pofTible  d 
;  am  afionifhcd  that'our  propofition  ihould  betcnncd  abrupi 
lafty ;  it  is  now  eight  years  fincc  firft  the  bufincfs  was  broughi 
ward;  the  abolition,  by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  washxedfori 
ind  we  now  come  to  aflcit  in  1797-  Of  all  other  charges,  tl 
laftc  and  precipitance  is  the  Icaft  ipplicable  to  the  fupportcrs  ol 
)ill.  If  the  other  part  of  the  Lcgiflature  (hall  flill  bcfoui 
lifFer  from  us  in  opinion  on  this  fubjci^,  let  usatleaft  (hew,  b 
wndu£l,  that  it  is  rtot  the  fault  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
ion  the  continuance  of  a  tirade,  wliich  ever)'  man  admits  to  be 
irary  to  humanity,  policy,  andjuflice. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  provifionsof  this  bill  were  fuch: 
Houfe  could  not  pafs  with  any  attention  to  the  intereft  of  the 
»rs,  or  even  with  probable  fuccefs  in  the  objcft  propofed. 
Ijclicvcd  thsf  the  confcnt  of  the  Weft-India  proprietois  might  t 
tained,  though  their  concurrence  could  not  becxpcdled  to  amt 
To  violent  as  the  prcTent.  He  thought  mimy  of  the  claufes  liat 
particular  objedtion.  It  was  provided  that  the  fubje^ls  of 
Rates  Hiould  be  liable  to  punishment  who  difobeycd  this  bill, 
tie  would  be  glad  to  know  how  this  could  be  done  i  The  ful 
of  this  country  carrying  llavcs  to  foreign  iflands  were  Ibblc  K 
lain  penalties.  Yet  natives  of  Ireland  were  fubjedts  of  this  cou 
and  if  they  were  not  included,  the  trade  might  be  transfcn 
Ireland,  and  Cork  atid  Watcrford  rife  on  the  ruins  of  Livt 
and  Briltol.  Perfons  tranfgrefling  the  law  were  to  be  br 
home,  and  tried  in  this  country,  and  had  the  privilege  of  bri 
home  whomever  they  chofe  to  be  witnelfes  on  their  trial,  : 
mig^t  be  competent  to  the  Governor  of  an  ifland  to  fend  hon- 
wholc  council  to  give  evidence  for  the  profrt:ution.  Upoi 
principle  of  the  bill  he  thought  that  a  violent  interference  lij 
prefcnt  would  be  attended  with  the  utmoft  danger. 

Serjeant  ADAIR,  faid,  that  he  faw  the  force  of  the  objcdlii 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  their  utmoft  extent,  and  if  it 
poflible,  he  fliould  willi  that  the  objefl  of  the  bill  could  be  cff 
at  the  fame  time  leaving  out  the  exceptionable  provilions.  Btil 
were  fomcof  them  founded  on  mirapprehenfion.  Foreigners 
noc  fubje&  to  the  provilions  of  this  hill,  but  in  the  finglc  cafe 
they  landed  and  fold  negroes  in  our  illands,  and  their  punifl 
in  luch  cafes  was  recognifed  by  du  cullom  of  every  country,  3 
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ic  principles  of  the  la*  of  nationi.  In  other  cafes  the  puni 
icnt  and  the  penalties  were  confined  exclufivcly  to  fuhjeds  of  1 
luntry.  That  inconvenience  might  arifc  from  the  bringii^ 
ItodTes  home  fiomthe  colonies  was  true,  but  not  to  the  extra 
ince  of  the  fuppoEtions  and  of  the  examples^ which  the  lionoura 
aitlcman  chole  to  adduce.  It  certainly  could  be  no  hardlhip 
ring  the  uf^ders  home,  where  they  would  be  tried  by  a  jury 
tcir  countrymen  much  better  and  much  faircfi  than  any  wh 
ic.  Befides,  mofl  of  the  offences  might  not  be  committed  in 
Veft-Indics,  but  on  the  high  fcas,  or  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
iftcr  all,  if  any  thing  could  be  dcvifcd  to  anfwcr  the  purpole 
lebill,  without  the  ncccffity  of  bringing  tiicperfons  home,  he  wo 
:  very  happy,  but  in  the  prcfcnt  (late  of  the  Weft-Indies,  it  ^ 
ot  to  be  expcflcd  (hat  juHice  would  be  done  upon  any  culprits 
'horn  the  law  might  be  violated.  As  to  the  niode  of  difpofiiij 
\e  (laves  taken,  contrary  to  ihe  provifions  of  the  bill,  at  leafl 
ras  not  for  thofc  who  oppofed  tlie  mtafurc,  to  make  objcAions 
:.  After  every  day  in  their  lives,  exliibitii^  a  conduct  contr 
1  nature  and  juflice,  in  treating  human  beings  as  a  commod 
^ey  furcly  could  not  find  fault  with  their  being  fold  for  the  ben 
f  the  captors,  This  indeed  was  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
ill.  But  it  was  well  obftrved  by  his  right  honourable  friend 
ofite  (Mr.  Fo.i),  the  injufticc,  after  it  was  once  committed  ? 
cfpeci  to  the  unhappy  ricgroes,  admitted  of  no  remedy.  It  ' 
cccfTary  that  feme  advaniage  Hiuuld  be  givcn'to  ^he  capton 
cflels  engaged  in  the  traffic,  contrary <a  the  provifionsofdie  l 
nd  if  any  other  mode  than  that  propofed  could  be  dcvifcd,  it  (he 
leet  with  his  fupport.  With  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  I 
,e  fhould  only  fay  a  few  words.  The  a^ument  of  rtic  ri 
onourabic  gentleman,  Mr.  Dundas,  with  al^  the  abilities  of  wt 
c  was  ma(lcr,  fo  longas  he  admitted  the  injutliceand  itihumai 
if  the  trade,  (htcd  no  objection  that  wuuld  not  Ik  equally  appl 
le  fifty  years  hence  as  at  prcfcnt.  The  plan  for  taking  only  ] 
jns  under  twenty  furely  in  point  of  principle  was  equally  unjufi 
Ifherc  a  more  extcniive  dcfcription  of  perfons  were  fubjefled  to 
rcdation.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  judgementvand  feeling  of 
ioufe  to  decide  whether  it  were  more  honourable  to  take  woi 
nd  children  than  adults,  who  were  able  to  defend  themfcl\ 
lcfide»,  the  difiinfiign  of  age  was  impolTible  to  be  prefcrvcd  wl 
t  wa&fo difficult  to  be  afccrtained.  It  was  not  eafy  to  decider 
aevncy  Ifac  age  of  perfons  who  had  no  records  to  appeal  to, 
IkIi  a  regulation  would  necclTarily  give  rife  to  fi>  much  at 
rhe  age  f)f  the  pcdim  too.  could  create  no  differcDcc,  with  ie( 
a  S  a 
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trocity  of  the  irtjuftice  by  which  he  fuffercd,  and  in 
only  in  our  law  was  criminaliiy  dependant  u^n  the  a^ 
m  who  was  the  objccl  of  the  <)ffi'ncc.  U'on  the  whole 
epeat  what  he  had  already  faid,  that  he  was  not  at  lib 
ijut  one  way,  and  that  was  for  the  abolition.  On  no  | 
Id  wc  cbitn  a  privilege  to  legiflate  for  the  Africans,  m 
d  wc,  by  an  ai3  of  Pnrl lament,  otaim  the  rif;hrnf  fiibj 
n  to  the  moft  cruel  (lavery  ;  and  though  the  pnHiT  of 
of  cfFefling  ihe  abijlition  was  a  fit  object  ot  conllJeralii.'t 

rwture  that  coi^ld  not  be  albwed  to  wei^jh  ag.iinii  the  p 
lands  of  Jultice  and  humaniiv. 

SECRETARY  AT  WAR  f-id,  that  he  rofc  to  cxp 
Its  which  his  mind  h.ad  felt  upon  this  important  fubjt 
oiigh  he  might  entertain  doubtS)  tlic  ftntiinents  by  whid 
;inally  been  influenced  were  not  aliercd.  Evm  the 
iliicli  had  taken  place  in  Europe,  which  were  fufficieni 
'crfed  all  former  political  opinions,  and  hke  an  elcihic  (K 
deflroyed  ihc  magnctifm  and  i^jLirify  of  the  mind,  had 
led  the  principles  on  which  his  opinions  on  this  fubjcct  v 
.  All  hivi^  of  the  rights  of  man  had  not  blunied  hin 
its  of  Africans,   nor  had  the  eNamplc  of  French  liberty 

him  to  African  flavcrt :  yet  recent  events  might  be  futfip 
:  hiin  hclitatc  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  objcat  w:; 
nplifhed.     He  confolTed  that  ho  did  not  think  that  the  f 

been  argued  fatisfaCturily  on  cither  fide,  or  on  fuch  a  ■ 
move  ihe  doubts  under  which  he  laboured.  On  the  po 
t?t  both  parties  fcemcd  to  be  agreed,  though  ihcrc  v 
Its  upon  this  head  that  he  could  not  admit.  Thofc  ^ 
d  the  abolition  upon  the  general  ptinciples  of  juftice  » 
ifient  with  thcmfclvcs,  if  they  iidmitied  any  thing  (hor; 
.  abolition  of  the  inHitution  of  (lavery.     Thi.^  thould  V 

how  they  embraced  prin.jples  without   qualificariim, 

any  point  of  the  comprehenlivi;  relations  that  might  be 
n  it.     He  did  not  think  it  was  a  proper  view  uf  the  caU 

wc  could  not  legiflate  for  Africa.  It  was  to  be  confidt 
refpedl  our  condu>S  to  them  was  unjuft.  ]r  viobird  as 
cipal  law,  and  fiaves  were  procured  fometimcs  by  con' 
ifrkan  Stares,  fo  that  wc  ought  to  be  influenced  only  I 
■cgard  for  the  happincfs  of  mankind.  It  was  for  the  weli 
States  then  that  wc  were  fo  much  intcrcftcd,  and  by  wf 
lufl  was  to  be  guided.  He  recalled  this  to  the  recdkifi 
Joufc,  to  (hew  rhe  inconfiilency  of  thpfe  perfons,  who, 
u  of  pre&nt  limcj,  cijually  important  at  tjiis,  inaititai 
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wc  had  no  bullnds  with  general  views  of  the  intcrcft  of  mar 
i,  that  this  was  mere  qulxotifm,  and  chimerical  reveries,  an 
a  iiatinn  hnd  nothing  tu  do  but  to  confulc  its  own  intcrcft.  1 
likcwifc'  held  out  as  a  principle,  that  wc  oujjht  not  to  do  wron 
cly  becaufc  others  might  do  it,  «lu  tJnr  we  did  fo  or  not.  Thr 
was  true  was  unqucftionahlc  ;  but  the  p-jint  was  this,  whciht 
e, would  be  a  greater  qunniityof  n-illivvccalioned  to  mankin 
our  adding  to  the  nuinbcr  of  crimes,  cv  "hether  the  mafs  t 
(.remained  the  fame,  whether  wc  continued  10 do  wronger  not 
thought  ihc  example  wc  might  give  to  others,  and  the  cffc£ 
might  have  upon  the  conduit  of  miners,  was  the  great  point  t 
V  ill  whicli  the  matter  was  to  be  taken.  In  the  prefent  cafe  th 
mple  of  (jfcat  Britain,  renowned  and  glorious  as  Hie  was,  i 
aining  fnim  the  trade,  where  the  number  of  indiii;iu:d  ftate 
iged  in  the  trade  was  fo  fmall,  would  be  of  tho  greateli  impor 
re.  It  was  unfair  to  argue  that  Parliament  was  only  doin 
It  it  had  bt;fbre  refolvcd  upan,  and  that  precipitation  was  a 
ift  imputation  on  a  cafe  that  had  fo  long  depended.  But  is  th 
lofthcillandsfo  ehangcd  r  Is  not  the  ftate  of  Europe  ch.inged 
is  might  have  been  fufficient  to  have  altered,  at  Icaft  fufpcnded 
r  dccifion.  He  was  not  one  of  thofc  who  weighed  gold  againi 
)d,  and  the  profits  of  Eunipeans  againlt  the  mifcries  of  Africa 
ftill  he  weighed  humanity  againft  humanity,  and  compared  th 
ins  propofcd  with  the  probable  attainment  of  the  ohjci5l.  If  in 
cctions  were  to  take  place  in  the  iflaiids,  he  fiiould  think  thi 
'as'a  very  happy  circumftance  to  pufii  the  matter  at  the  prefer 
ncnl.  The  planters  might  eventually  be  brought  to  co-operat 
I  plan  of  abolition,  to  which  the  favourable  ftatc  of  the  world 
the  progrcfa  of  human  opinion,  would  contribute.  A  time  a 
X,  too,  was  prcfcnbte  to  a  time  of  war.  Bad  eftcfls  might  b 
luccd  on  t!ic  temper  of  the  nt^oes  ;  and  upon  the  whole  h 
lid  have  been  plcafed  that  the  fubjcfl  had  not  been  agitated  a 
prefent  moment ;  that  it  had  been  allowed  to  ftand  off,  thougl 
laid  out  of  view.  He  faid  that  a  plan  had  been  formed  fa 
abolition  of  the  flavc  trade  by  a  peribn  (Mr.  Burke)  of  the  moi 
jilivc  benevolence,  as  well  as  comprchenfivc  genius,  which  h 
cotueived  many  years  before,  and  intended  to  bring  forward 
he  not  given  way  to  the  honourable  gentleman  by  whom  it  iv-i 
agitated,  and  to  whom  he  had  rcfigncd  it,  carelcfs  by  whor 
1  was  done,  provided  it  was  done,  and  from  a  convii5)inn  th» 
icn  cainc  forward  with  better  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  plan  <: 
right  honourable  gentleman  he  had  viewed  with  that  predilec 
which  he  bstd  en(enaine4  &t  every  tiling  which  his  grc: 
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Jom. attempted.  The  ijetign  of  that  p]at>  was  not  like  rt 
hiihoiirnbli;  gentleman  s,  to  begin  by  abulilhing  the  tnfSc 
inin»iiucing  fuch  regulations  into  ihc  treatment  (if  tlie  nt^ro 
itid  fijcurc  their  propagation,  a»ii  make  the  trade  gradaull 
IV.  Nest  to  fucli  a  plan  as  tliis,  at  thfi  preftnt  momei] 
ukl  h.ivc  wiihednopian  at  all  had  been  adopted.  Hecou 
i<k,  upon  To  im^ttant  a  ({ucflion,  of  giving  no  vote  at  all 
mg  the  doubts  js  they  appeared  to  his  mind,  it  was  with 
iKflance  that  lie  (hould  vote  for  the  bill.  As,  however,  i 
jleafaiit  to  aiJt  agaiiift  principles,  to  tiie  truth  of  which  the 
1  affcnred  ;  as  he  was  cenain  of  the  principles,  and  cotild  i 
lain  of  the  proper  Force  of  the  obje^ions,  he  would  fblloi 
or  of  conduct  which  he  had  uniformLy  obCetvcd  on  the  p 

je<a. 

Mr.  ChanccHor  PITT  feid,  ti-,at  he  did  net  then  intc 
nin  tlie  Houfc  with  any  eonlidctable  length  of  argument, 
uld  merely  advcij  to  obfcrvations  which  had  been  made  I 
i^iur.iblc  friends  who  ditTercd  from  him  relpe<f)ing  the  tim 
idc  of  ^bolirion.  As  often  as  he  hid  heard  the  qgel^ion  agi 
aiiiy  as  hi;  h:id  always  heard  it  argued,  there  ippcured  nc 
chvinge  his  fixed  and  decided  itlt-a  rd'pcciiiig  the  ailvantaj 
cdv  and  immediate  abolition.  I  le  was  fo  far  from  agrceinj 
riglic  honourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft,  that  the  great  c 
.ich  touli  phcc — lliat  the  alarming  and  dangeroBs  events 
ppened  liiKe  the  introduction  of  the  qucl'tion  into  that  Hoi 
hotvmr.ihie  friend  ;Mr,  Wilberforce),  were  of  fuch  a  nat 
ni;iki;  jn.ni!cRien  alter  their  views  with  refpe<£t  to  tRc  tinn 
inner  of  duliiion,  that  he  wm  convinced  fuch  circumf 
ined  the  ilrongeft  motives  to  induce  the  hiauk  to  adoj 
;rii'iiro.  He  was  free  to  fay,  tliTU  the  danger  of  principles  a 
it  artoat  made  him  draw  a  direfl  conclufion— that  with  reg 
;  fafecy  of  the  illands,  with  a  view  to  the  caufe  of  humanli 
lice,  we  Ihoutd  rcfort  to  a  quiek  and  immediate  abolition. 
:ry  confideration  which  he  was  able  to  give  the  bufincfs,  thi 
:  invariable  opinion.  He  was  at  the  fame  time  free  to  co 
It  he  felt  a  very  Hrong  anxiety  with  rcfpcdl  to  any  evil  rer 
:  agitation  of  the  bufmcfs  u-as  likely  to  havconthc  minds  i 
jrocs,  and  the  intercOs  of  the  planters,  if  the  bill  was  not  f 
he  thought  the  mcafure  was  oot  likely  to  fuccced,  he  had 
It  it  (Icpt  for  die  prefent  in  a  tempwary  oblivion,  till  it 
brought  forward  with  more  fafcty  and  unanimity,  fiuc  wl 
illed  that  the  bringing  it  fo  often  forward  was  likely  toad 
:  meafuic  of  aijulilion  in  the  cud,  by  preparing  all  paitics  i 
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n  he  heard  it  from  the  beft  authority  in  the  Houfe,  tliat  fincc 
fubjett  hud  been  brought  forward,  the  horrors  fo  deprecated 

lamented  by  all,  had,  ia  a  great  meafure,  ceared,  be  hojicd 
praJMical  gnod  ot'dircuffioii  would  ultimately  counrcrbahnce  ths 
flicil  evil  apprehended  from  agitatkm.  From  tlic  dthatL";  of 
'  Houfe  geifing  abroad  he  faw  no  poffible  dangtT,  h'.it  inwJi 

to  be  feared  frsm  any  delay  in  :ibuli(hing  a  trade  to  uHlvCTtally 
lined  lo  be  repugnant  to  policy,  humanliy,  and  juiTiec.     Ho 

aftonirticd  to-  hear  fuch  contradi<Slory  politions  from  gctiiicuien 
efling  the  continuance  of  ihc  tr;!dc.  Wou'd  they,  who  apprc- 
ded  fuch  danger  from  the  fl.ives  already  imported,  continue  to 
lort  a  new  mafs  yar  after  year,  and  in  tiie  fsmc  brcaih  contend, 
:  fuch  annual  reinforce  menu  cured  the  mifchief  that  operated  on 

mindi  cif  the  uld  (laves  i  When  be  di(cu(red  this  qiieftion  (if 
litiun,  he  wifhed  all  abftndl  queflions  relative  to  the  effi^  of 
era)  emancipation  to  be  left  out,  particularly  at  this  time  ;  and 
ing  Hated  the  danger  wliich  a  continuance  of  the  trade  had  pro- 
ed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  he  muft  contend  that  every  new  impor- 
Dn  increafcs  that  danger  ;  and  when  it  was  now  fo  great,  and 
queilion  become  fo  delicatc'that  the  people  were  atnwft  afraid 
g^cate  it  at  all,  why  (hould  they  foe  for  a  contlnualion  of  the 
fe  of  that  danger,  and  wifh  to  increafe  it  ftill  more  i  He  ifif- 
d  entirely  from  his  right  honourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft,  and 
Ferred  the  mode  of  abolifhing  the  flavc  trade  by  internal  and  gra- 
I  regulations,  inftead  of  aboUfhing  it  at  once  :  he  was  decidedly 
the  latter,  asmoft  effeftual,  and  becaufche  knew  that  the  other 
ic  would  not  in  any  point  of  yiew  be  more  likely  to  pteafc  or 
ify  the  negroes,  planters,  proprietors,  or  aiiy  others  concerned, 
delaying  the  moment  of  abolition,  all  the  evils  which  gentlemen 
rchendcd  were  encouraged  ;  and  future  obflaclcs  thrown  in  the 
'  of  ths  meafure  :  fot  if  fueh  arguments  had  force  now,  how 
ch  ftrongcr  would  they  be  when  the  mifchief  with  the  iiumbt-rs 
;ht  be  augmented.  He  could  nbt  pafs  unnoticed  the  unfr.irnjft 
ch  had  been  ufcd  by  gentlemen  in  confounding  the  internal 
irs  oftheiQands  with  the  circumftanccs  of  the  trade.  All  tlje 
gcrs  and  misfortunes  of  the  colonies  were  not  certainly  owing  to 
dlfconCetit  of  the  flaves,  and  this  he  thaught  was  the  idea  whi'.-h 
lid  moft  endanger  the  interefts  of  the  planters.  Anoihcr  point 
lljcen  much  argued,  which  was,  that  by  delaying  the  abolition, 

W?ft-Indians  would  themfclves  become  fenfiblc  that  it  was  for 
r  intereft  and  credit  that  it  (hould  be  eventually  put  an  end  to  ; 

how,  or  upon  what  princirie  was  this  hope  to  be  indulged  ?  or 
'  wai  it  to  be  reconciled  to  their  public  a-ifs  f     He  woulJ  iet« 
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Hoaft  to  the  report  of  the  AlTcmbl)'  in  Jdtmiai,  in  i 
:rein  they  Rated  their  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  the  abol 
pointed  out  the  period  at  which  they  ihougtit  it  ought  to 
:e,  which  was,  when  the  numbers  of  the  feXcs  were  fo  eqii; 
o  enfure  a  probability  of  keeping  up  the  population.  Her 
littcd  the  expediency,  the  policy,  the  humanity,  and  the  j 
:hc  abolition,  and  only  gave  their  opinion  as  to  the  period 
hould  commence.  But  compare  this  report  with  a  petitioi 
ted  this  fcflion,  and  now  on  the  table,  and  then  Ice  what 

0  hope  from  any  farther  delay.  In  this  petition  they  den; 
re  is  any  impolicy,  injufticc,  or  inhumanity,  in  the  trade 
t  it  Ok^ht  not  to  be  abolilhed ;  and  this  after  an  unari' 
nion  had  been  given  on  that  point  eight  years  ago.  Thi 
sll-Indians,  fo  far  from  wi[hing  fur  abolition,  after  this 
til  *hich  they  had  been  indulged,  contradii5V  thcmfclvcs,  ai 
re  thfmfclves  completely  different  in  ,opinion  fince  that 
d  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  from  documents  befb 
lufe,  they  were  arrived  at  the  very  time  ftated  when  it  was  j 
the  abolition  to  take  plaCe,  namely,  when  the  numbers 
es  were  fo  cqualii!.ed  as  to  keep  up  the  population  in  that  i 
ugh  perhaps  not  quite  fufficicnt  for  the  average  of  all  the  if 
this  way,  and  from  this  mode  of  proceeding,  it  was  not  p< 
fuppofe  or  guefs  at  a  period  wiiich  the  Weft-Indians  wou 
s  proper  for  the  abolition  :  tins  was  avowedly  the  opinion  < 
itioners,  and  it  was  farther  corroborated  by  this  circumOanct 
:ethe  idea  of  an  immediate  abolition  being  fufpended,  th 
tation  had  increafed  with  frelh  vigour,  and  was  one  1 
ire,  at  leaft,  than  Parliament  had  determined  it  ought  t 
lOugh  the  importation  of  negroes  for  the  purpofe  of  foundin 
onies,  ^as  fcouted  by  all,  yet  he  confidcrcd  that  fort  of  ii 
ion  precifcly  the  fame  which  was  ni^de,  not  for  keeping  i 
lulation,  but  for  the  improvement  of  uncultivated  lands 
y  were  to  look  back  for  i  50  years,  and  put  this  queliion, 

1  make  new  fugar  illands,  which  cannot  be  done  wiihoi. 
iraging  the  flave  trade  \  Is  there  any  man  in  the  prefci 
it  would  with  to  cn:er  upon  fuch  a  fpeculation  at  fuch  a  | 

to  what  had  been  faid  of  the  claims  of  thofe  who  held  trs 
cultivated  lands  for  quit  rents,  there  might  be  many  n 
lich  fuch  claims  were  well  founded  ;  but  who  could  make 
atiun  for  fuch  claims  as  quit  rents  on  a  million  of  uncult 
es,  to  be  improved  by  the  importation  of  n^roes  ?  Upt 
lole  of  this  part,  therefore,  he  muft  fay,  that  Parliament 
t  to  give  up  to  th«  Weft-Indians  what  it  became  them  to  d 
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[  they  cDuld  60%  to  abolift  fo  horrid  a  trade.  He  rnaintainn 
undoubted  power  and  right  of  Parliament  to  prohibit  the  trade 
its  authority,  under  the  a^  of  1778,  which,  though  itlimltei: 
ighr  of  taxation,  except  for  putpofcs  of  revenue,  left  full  powo 
-ohibit  trade  ;  and  while  they  can  abolifh  that  on  which  th( 
:  trade  depends,  the  guilt  mufl  remain  with  them  while  the) 
re  it  to  continue.  He  then  referred  to  a  former  Report,  whid 
d  that  the  African  (lave  trade  was  carried  on  by  Briiifh  fubjefls 
lent  inhabitants  in  Britain  and  her  colonics,  in  Biitifh  Ihips 

by  Eritifli  cj-itals,  which  gave  an  undoubted  right  and  con 

to  Parliament  over  that  trade.  But  it  was  urged,  that  If  th 
e  waii  abolifh ed,  it  would  rife  in  fome  other  Hiape.  Here  hi 
d,  allowing  this  objcciion  all  its  force,  whether  a  petty  ant 
dulcnt  trade  could  bear  any  proportion  to  that  openly  carried  or 
er  the  fanflion  of  the  BritiRi  Government  '^  It  was  plain  thai 
uch  illicit  trade  one-tenih  of  the  ufua]  number  could  not  bi 
orted ;  and  thus  the  prjflical  good  of  the  mcafure  was  efhbllfhcd; 
ine-tcnths  of  the  negroes  ceafed  to  be  imported.     Yet  this  wai 

all — by  diminifiiing  the  quantum  of  (laves,  the  demand  fbi 
n  vould  be  reduced — the  mifcry  of  the  iflands  would  be  miti 
id,  and  the  horrid  circumftanccs  of  the  African  native  would  bi 
ioratcd.  Nor  would  the  blefTings  of  abolition  ftop  here;  tht 
■nple  of  our  colonial  poflelTions  would  have  an  happy  cfFefl  or 
Europe,  and  pave  the  way  for  univerfal  abolition.     ThlslSttei 

was,  in  his  mind,  the  grcatcft  argument  for  fpecdy  abdition 
t  would  give  others  time  and  opportunity  to  follow  our  example 

hearr),  in  the  courfc  of  the  debate,  a  doubt  expreffcd  of  th( 
e  going  to  Ireland  if  difcontinued  here-  To  this  he  would  faVj 
,  that  he  had  rather  the  trade  was  fandioned  by  any  other  than 
people  of  this  country,  under  the  immediate  control  of  oui 
[lament.     If  the  traffic  was  exercifed  by  our  people,  the  guil 

ours.  If  Ireland  was  to  continue  it,  the  guilt  would  lie  witt 
n,  not  with  us.  But  belides,  as  we  allowed  them  to  partici- 
:  in  our  colonial  trade,  we  had  a  right  to  make  the  abolition  o 
flavc  trade  a  ftipulation  with  them.  But  on  this  he  could  no 
:11  without  being  guilty  of  an  unwilling  and  unmeiJted  injuflic 
hat  country  :  he  meant  not  to  rcfleQ  upon  them,  and  was  fure 
he  contrary,  that  Ireland  would  be  the  firfl  to  follow  fo  laudabli 
mamplc.  He  undcrftood  in  that  country  there  was  a  great  wlfl 
abolition.  They  would  not,  he  thought,  be  iAclincd  to  tran 
nt  to  themfelves  the  reproach  and  fliame  of  the  bufincfs.  Thcr 
I  remained  nothing  for  him  to  fay,  but  to  malte  fome  obferva 
9  on  the  claufct  which  his  honourable  friend  (Mr,  Rofc)  bai 
/oi.  XLV,  2  T 


ijeded  to.  T^  fM  claufc  was  that  of  nukii^  perfons  tab 
£  high  feu,  in  the  exercife  of,  this  trade,  guilty  of  felony, 
had  been  encouraged  for  an  hundred  years  pad.  But  if  th 
ncly  notice  of  the  prohibition,  and  yet  a<£ted  in  open  violai 
le  law,  they  were  liable  to  the  penalty  (  and  furely,  vh 
aturc  of  the  ofTencc  was  confidercd,  the  punil^ment  was  n 
cflive.  The  only  difference  was,  that  what  before  was  encot 
ras  now  noriticd  as  a  crime  ;  snd  if  they  wilfully  tranrgrefl 
iw  in  aAs  of  flagrant  inJuOlce,  in  pn:longing  the  evil  of  it 
luman  commerce  over  a  whole  coniinem  which  it  dcfolatc! 
iug!«  10  be  treated  as  culprits  and  fulons.  Surely  ndxxly, 
nade  a  proper  balance  between  crimos  and  punJUiments, 
marine  that  felony  was  a  punilhment  too  fevcre  for  it,  wl 
iffcnding  party  acled  in  defiance  to  the  authority  of  the  Legil 
he  diclatrs  of  humanity,  and  the  primriplcs  of  general  jullicc 
:oul  J  not  pafs  unnoticed  the  obfervarions  which  he  heard  fro 
:lemen  refpefling  the  file  of  contraband  cargoes  of  (laves ; 
:ouiJ  nat  be  fent  to  Africa,  and  if  it  was  unfafe  to  land  th 
:he  Weft- Indies,  what  could  be  done  with  them  ?  If  then 
X  any  remedy  applied,  if  the  fi:lting*of  them  could  be  avoii 
wifhed  any  rcgubtion  might  be  adopted  for  that  purpofe 
lupcd  feme  provifiun  could  he  rliadc  to  prevent  this  injufticc, 
would  be  fo  invidious  i  he  trufted  they  couid  be  difpf)fe(]  of  i 
way  more  to  their  own  advantage  ;  for  it  was  one  of  the 
attending  the  commerce,  that  they  never  could  return  1 
native  country.  He  thought  a  recompcnfe  in  money  mi 
made  to  Che  officer,  equivalent  to  the  feizurcin  money  ;  a 
perhaps  the  Haves  might  be  placed  in  fomeofour  factories,  ai 
of  rcfuijc  and  afylum,  or  (bmc  part  of  His  Majcfly's  don; 
where  they  might  be  trained  in  habits  of  induftry  and  virtui 
all  events,  he  hoped  the  claufe  would  not  operate  as  a  bar  tt 
the  whole  obJeA  of  the  bill — 'it  was  a  maxim,  that  fometh 
lirable  was  always  to  be  facrificed  for  the  fake  of  a  greater 
tagc.  This  was  the  only  ground  on  which  the  haidfhi) 
claufe.could  be  juHified ;  but  from  the  hints  he  had  thrown 
hoped  they  could  provide  againll  fo  great  a  grievance,  h 
concluded  by  voting  for  the  total  and  immediate  abolition 
trade. 

General  TARLETON,  in  a  fliort  fpecch,  went  over  I 
Aanceof  the  petitions  and  papers  he  had  prefented  againft  tl 
lition,  and  perceiving  the  Houfe  anxious  for  the  quedion, 
by  way  of  amendment,  that  iiiHead  of  the  word  "  oow,' 
ferlcd  the  words  "  this  day  four  months." 


Ir.  DENT  fccond<fd  the  amcnditicnc,  and  the  Houfc  divided  : 
lie  amendmenti  74;  againfl  it,   70 — majoiiiy  4. 

of  (he  divifioBiD  the  honourable  Houre  of  Con^moni,  od  theqocf- 
iDt'onhe  Abolition  of  the  SUTc'Trade,  Tucfda^,  March  ijih  179O. 
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For  the  Aboliton     —      70    Againli  the  Aboliuon  —     j 

mdfufiay,  1 6th  M.irch. 

Mr.  MANNING  rofe  to  move  the  UcunA  rcidlng  of  ll 
bck  bill.  He  obrcrved,  that  this  applic^uon  of  ilic  Tncrchan 
lot  new.  The  merchants  of  London  had  applied  for  a  1 
ncafure  fo  eady  as  the  year  1 704.  Thit  application  had  be 
icatcd  in  fcvcraUuccceding  years,  down  to  the  prrient  time, 
wo  years  conlidcration,  the  prcfcnt  plan  liad  bcco  adopted 
nod  eligible.  During  this  period,  the  corporation  of  the 
[.AMidon,  as  well  as  every  other  public  btidy  intereftcd  inthe  m 
\3A  fufficient  notice  of  the  intention  of  applying  to  Parliamcn 
he  want  of  wet  docks  was  found  an  inconvience  a  centtuy  ag 
nuch  muft  that  inconvenience  bc  now  incicafed  by  -the  ad 
lotnincrce  of  the  city  }  He  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  nur 
(clTcIs  that  had  cntcird  the  port  i^  London  at  different  pqiioc 
he  firil  application  to  Parliament  on  this  fubjcd,  tb  Aie#  th 
lad  regularly  incrcafed.;  and  oMerved,  that  the  number  o 
:hat  now  entered  that  port,  co^Id  not  be  accommodated  b 
London  Bridge  and  ffiacltwaU.  He  next  took  ^jAewjai  the 
and  imports  of  LiuidtHi  at  tjK  ioUowing  periods,  when  awli 
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d  been  made  to  Parliament  to  pafs.-an  afh  for  the  better  accomtno- 
:ionuf  the  tradcof  the  jmrt  of  Londuii,  viz. 

Imports.  J  Exports. 

£■        \  £■ 

1704—4,314.713   f     4.812,000 

1713—4,517,700  I  4.9<^o,opo 
the  vcars  1792  and  1 7  q  3 ,  the  imports  had  been  about  twelve, 
d  the  exports  fourteen  aiillions.  For  this  vaft  incr'ari:  of  com- 
;rcc,  it  was  to.be  expcdted  that  fome  accommoilation  Oiould  bt 
idc.  The  trade  of  the  port  of  London,  heobfcrx'ed,  was  eijual 
three-fifths  of  the  trada  of  the  whole  kingrfom.  It  was  thirty- 
e  years  lince  the  h\\  application  had  been  made  to  Parliament 
d  as  no  other  perfons  had  come  forward  to  endeavour  to  rcmed] 
c  evil,  tlie  merchants  would  have  been  greatly  to  blame  had  the] 
glc^cd  it  longer.  The  foreign  trade  of  the  city  of  London  hai 
It  incrcafed  in  the  fame  proportion  as  in  other  parts  of  the  king 
im,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  fccommodaiion.  la  proof  o 
is,  he  ftated,  that  from  the  year  1751,- to  1793,  the  foreigi 
ide  had  increafcdu  diflercnt  ports  in  the  following  proportions : 

In  London,  at  the  rate  of  4  to  i . 

In  Briftol,  at  the  rate  of  6  to  i. 

In  Hull,  at  the  rate  of  7  to  I. 

In  Liverpool,'  at  the  rate  of  1 2  to  i . 
He  obfervcd,  that  the  fpot  chofen  for  the  erc£tion  of  the  dock 
as  every  way  proper  for  thatpurpofe.  It  was  within.tcn  minute 
alk  of  the  cuflom  houfe,  and  ihercfoK  was  very  favourable  & 
le  colledtion  of  the  revenue.  Petitions  had  been  prctcntcd  in  fa 
3ur  of  the  bill  from  the  EaO-India  Company,  and  other  grei 
immercial  bodies.  As  to  the  petitions  againll  it,  he  woidd  nc 
y  much,  except  that  he  would  anSwer  in  general  to  all  iJf  thew 
lat  the  bill  fccurcd  all  the  rights  of  the  city,  and  he  was  certai. 
lat  no  injury  could  arife  to  the  city  from  tlu;  water  of  th*  rive 
'hames  being  diverted,  as  was  propofcd  by  the  plan.  To  Okh 
iwcver,  the  erroneous  grounds  upon  which  fuch  petitions  wei 
itch  founded,  he  took  a  rctrofpeiftivc  view  of  the  petitioiw  ths 
ad  been  prcfentcd  againft  the  building  of  WeflminDer  £ridg( 
'he  corporation  of  London  had  petitioned  againfl  the  bill  ftirGreS 
ig  that  bridge,  and  flated,  that  it  would  dcfiroy  their  rights  an 
riviieges,  greatly  (4)(Iru3  the.trade  and  navigadon  of  the  rivi 
dow  London  Bridget  and  materially  afii:ct  the  intercfts  of  the  cil 
nd  individuals.  Similar  petitions  had  been  prcfcnted  from  tl 
orough  of  Southwark,  Shadwell,  and  from  the  waternten  an 
(htcrmcn  on  the  riv^r,  who  complained,  that  if  the  bridge  w; 
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[,  (hey  would  be  obliged  to  feck  their  bread  in  foreign  c<>untrii 
abridge,  however,  was  built,  and  ii  had  not  yet  been  difcovcr 
avc  done  any  injury  to  the  parties  who  petitioned  againft 
concluded  by  obfer\-ir^,  that  if  the  bill  was  palTcd  into  a  la' 
ould  greatly  promote  the  trade  of  the  city  of  London  ;  he  thei 

moved,—*'  That  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  limc." 
flr  WILLIAM  YOUNG  obferved,  that  the  plunder  of  i 
leward-bound  trade  at  tlie  prcfent  w.'arfs  was  enormous,  and  t 
lurrage  fcarccly  credible,  which  was  not  lefs  ruinous  to  t 
chants,  than  the  dffalcation  was  ruinous  to  the  revenue. 
\lderman  LUSHINGTON  dixilared,'  that  it  was  the  intcnii 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  to  come  forward  tn  i 
\  liberal  manner  to  redrefs  tliofe  complaints  to  which  the  lionoi 
:  Member  adverted  in  his  fpeech.  He  had  no  objiflion  to  t 
leiplc  of  the  bill,  as  he  agretd  with  his  honourable  friend  il 
n*  attention  (hould  be  given  to  the  convcnitnee  of  the  (hipjrir 
xceffary  lo  the  aid  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  He  h 
■ainty  given  a  very  fiattefing  piclure,  and  minute  detail  tif  t 
reafc  of  our  rrade,  and  was,  he  had  no  doubt,  ailluatcil  by  n- 
:s  the  tnoi)  honourable,  as  well  as  thof<  gentlemen  w  ho  embaik 
he  pnfcat  undertaking.  The  bill  was  certainly  fo  fjr  adva 
xaii,  as  it  forced  Parliament  into  a  difcuflion  that  niDft  ultimaii 
vc  advantagcottf  to  the  country.  But  it  behoved  the  Houfc, 
ilinefs  of  fuch  importance,  to  paufc,  and  confidcr  if  other  pb 
y  not  be  produced  more  advantageous  to  trade,  and  lefs  liable 
:i5tion  ;  and  to  attain  thi%  end,  Parliament  fhould  certainly  int 
;  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  That  the  plan  propofcd  by  hjs  i 
irable  friend  wis  in  many  refpcfls  erroneous,  he  was  authoril 
iffcrt  from  the  convcrfaiion  he  had  with  the  bcn-infbimcd  en 
rs ;  for  it  was  certainly  a  fubjeft  on  which  he  was  not  othcrw 
ipetent,  from  his  own  knowledge,  to  decide.  ItwasimpofTib 
ic  was  informed,  for  vcffels  to  get  into  the  propofed  canal  duri 

tides,  which  lafted  ten  days,  and  fpring  tides  only  four  da 
fum  to  the  extent  of  i  o  per  cent,  upon  the  original  fubfcripti 
i  to  be  levied  upon  the  trade  of  the  port ;  and  this  too  btfi 
'  advantage  was  derived  from  it,  for  the  plan  was  not  to  be  co 
led  till  feven  years  after  its  commencement.  He  faid,  diat  ■ 
',  though  acquainted  with  the  agitation  of  the  projcfl,  were  i 
de  acquainted  with  the  plan  till  24.  hours  before  it  was  laid  u[ 

table  of  this  Houfc.  He  faid,  that  the  city  were  ferioufly  e 
fed  in  preparing  a  plan.  As  a  proof  that  they  aded  with  li 
ity,  no  objeftion  had  been  ftated  to  the  receiving  of  the  petit 

thi*  fjan ;  thui^h,  as  having  die  confervatlon  of  the Vatcr 
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he  Thames,  ihe  citjr  fhould  have  been  aikcd  for  leave  to  hrii 
bm^rd  a  plan  which  encroached  upon  this  privilege.  The  qui 
ion  for  the  Houfe  then  was,  whether  they  would  wait  fur  new  i 
bnnalion,  and  admit  a  competition  of  plans  ?  He  was  certain  th 
lie  eity  would  cheerfully  eoneiir  with  any  plan  which  ihould  1 
bund  nf  general  utility.  The  city  of  Loriifon  had  now  a  pi: 
ipon  paper,  the  expencc  of  which  would  amount  to  900,00c 
rhe  ohjctts  of  this  plan  were, 

1 .  To  purchafe  the  right  of  mooring  chains  in  ihc  river. 

2.  To  projcil^  a  bank  into  the  river  Thames  to  the  extent  of  4 
err. 

3.  To  widen  Thames  Street  from  30  to  70  feet. 

4.  To  widen  all  the  leading  ftrccts  from  the  river. 

This  plan  would  be  completed  in  three  years,  and  would  not  r 
)uirc  above  a  million  flerting  to  orry  it  into  elTcA.  The  oth 
rould  take  ^even*^'e3rs  before  it  could  be  completed,  and  an  e: 
pence  of  three  millions  before  any  advantage  could  be  derived  froi 
t.  Before  he  moved  the  amendment,  he  thought  it  proper  to  flat 
hat  if  he  f^ceeeded,  he  would  follow  it  up  with  a  motion  for  a  Con 
nittee  to  inquire  into  the  llate  of  the  port  of  London.  In  th 
^mmittec,  the  plan  of  the  merchants  might  be  firft  conlidcrcf 
)u[  it  would  be  open  to  the  confideration  of  other  plans  alfo,  ai 
vould  determine  to  which  the  preference  belonged.  He  conclude 
ly  moving  the  following  amendment,  viz.  "  That  this  day  fbi 
nonths  do  (land  in  place  of  the  word  now." 

The  LORD  MAYOR  OF  LONDON  feeondcd  the  motio« 
Ac  thought  that  the  plan  of  the  merchants  would  defeat  itlcl 
rhcir  plan  was  meant  only  to  <aecommodatc  two  or  three  hundn 
hips  out  of  1 3,000,  of  which  the  Ihipping  of  London  eonfiftei 
rhe  entrance  of  the  canal  would  be  at  the  mod  difficult  part  of  (1 
Hver,  and  would  be  inacceflible  during  S,  W.  winds.  The  plai 
le  thought,  by  rendering  watermen,  lightermen,  &c.  fupcrfluoo 
would  injure  one  of  the  beft  nurferics  of  feamen  The  confervatii, 
)f  tile  river  in  the  city  was  equivalent  to  the  right  tlie  1-ord  of 
Vlanor  had  ov«r  property,  who  was  always  confulted  in  tlic  prt^o 
)f  canals  to  pafs  through  that  property.  He,  as  fworn  tii  maintaj 
heprtvijegcs  of  the  city,  could  not  abandon  this  right  without  fai 
ng  in  his  duty.  He  faid  that  many  of  the  lalTes  complained  of  i 
'cITels  on  the  river  arofc  from  the  negligence  of  the  merchac) 
hemfclves,  and  ccwild  not  be  atFccted  by  the  Wet  Dock  bill  plai 
ic  enumerated  a  variety  of  i^ufcs  committed.  He  faid  diat  ly 
idays  (hould  be  abolilhed.  Ihe  cu(\om  of  the  coopers  was,  j 
iking  from  a  ca&  about  two  ounces  of  fugar  for  a  fample,  ofn 
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ake  ten  pounds ;  and  a  varict)-  of  other  abules  of  the  fame  flat 
ik  place,  from  the  negligence  rf  the  proprietors,  To  that  the  pli 
■ages  complaincci  of  were  owing  foleiy  to  thcmfclves.  l"he  H; 
dia  Company,  by  fupcrior  attention  in  this  refpect,  he  was  fi 
t  of  two  millions,  did  not  lofc  3ool.  He  faid  the  city  p 
mid  accommodate  900  (hips  in  the  docks,  and  that  a  plan  1 
;n  executed  hy  one  nt  the  firlV  engineers  in  this  eonntry. 
Mr.  THORNTON  gave  an  account  of  the  crcfling  of 
cks  in  Hull.  That  mofiirc  had  heen  as  unpopular  there  a 
ild  pofiiWy  be  here.  Ihere  wis  but  one  perfon  in  the  to 
10  would  venture  to  fubfcribe  to  tlicm,  and  he  was  obliged  afi 
irds  to  fell  his  ihare  in  confequence  of  the  unpopulatity  of 
sifure-  But  wSiat  was  the  confcquence  of  the  crcflion 
;fc  docks  i  The  revenue  of  the  jwrf,  at  the  time  tfccy  w 
ilt,  did  not  exceed  70,000].  In  three  years,  it  rofe  to  140,00 
d  now  he  believed  he  might  ftate  it  at  200,oool.  He  then 
ed,  that  though  the  propofed  accommodation  was  only  for  3 
)o  veffels,  it  was  fufficient,  because  they  were  not  to  retnain ' 
niary,  but  would  be  continually  changing.  Thus  the  accomi 
tlon  in  rotatiog,  would  be  equal'to  any  purpofe  that  could 
■ntcd.  As  to  thr  ten  per  cent,  which  was  propofed  to  be  le^ 
r  carrying  the  plan  into  effcif>,  he  was  far  from  thinking  it  a  he 
It,  for  fudi  a  bencfirial  objcfl. 

Mi.  SHERIDAN  agreed  with  the  worthy  Magiftrates  in  ain 
cry  thing  they  had  faid.  It  was  incumbent  upon  the  Houfe 
ar  coimfd  for  the  partirs  who  petitioned  againft  the  bill,  ; 
re  at  leaft  Ihould  be  granted  for  tliis  purpofe.  He  faw  no  rea 
doubt  the  (inccfity  of  tliecity  in  wilhing  to  bring  forward  a  pi 
he  example  of  the  conduft  of  the  city  on  a  former,  occafion, 
iwurablc  gemleman  had  brought  forward  upon  the  principle  1 
iwn  in  a  celebrated  pamphlet  of  late,  that  of  vlliting  the  fin; 
c  anccftors  upon  their  pofterity,  and  it  was  only  on  this  view  1 
e  corporation  of  London  could  be  implicated  in  the  folly  of  t1 
edeccflbrs.  It  might  be  ai^ued,  that  any  plan  of  this  nat 
Duld  hurt  the  city  of  London,  as  Wcfi-India  merchants  ml 
fcrt  that  the  abolitiop  of  the  (lave  trade  would  ruin  the  trade  » 
e  colonics,  and  as  it  had  been  argued  fomc  years  ago,  that 
immcfcc  of  this  country  would  fufter  by  giving  a  free  trade  to  ■ 
nd,  a  prediflion falfified  by  the  event ;  but  aipjmentsof  this! 
hh  him  went  for  little  or  nothing.  If  the  objefl  could  be  effd 
iththe  confem  of  the  city,  he  was  convinced  that  merchants  w« 
It  refufe  the  accommodation  on  thel'e  terms.     It  was  faid  that 


:h  i6.1  debates. 

■a  was  not  too  hi^.  ~  *  In<Jced  the  honourable  gentleman  na 
nfidcr  it  a   very  great  profit,  when  r  o  per  cent  was  ga 

loan.  The  loflcs  throiig|i  plunderage  furely  mull  be 
stable,  when  a  new  word  was  made  from  the  frcquenc 
S,  and  furcly  this  was  not  a  lofs  that  the  wet  docks  were 
I  to  remedy.-  But  the  great  queftion,  fincc  it  was  ag 
mc  plan  was  neccfiary,  was,  whether  the  purpoTe  mighl 
veil  infwcred  by  the  city  plan  r  There  was  fomething  at 
cry  unfavourable  in  the  ajipcarance  of  this  bill:  though  h 
t  to  be  a  private  bill,  it  permitted  very  conliderable  fuiil 
ed  from  all  Bcititb  Diips,  although  the  accommodation  wt 
6ncd  chiefly  to  the  Weft-India  merchants.-    That   i; 

fhould  be  pulled  down,  and  10,000  peribns  forced  to  1 
labitations,  was  fuch  defolation  at  the  commencement  c 
f  improvement,  as  did  not  bcfpeak  much  favour.  Thci 
ficd  certainly  would  be,  to  diminifh  the  value  of  houfei 
ic  city  of  London,  and  in  time  to  attrad  the  Exchange, 
D-houfe,  &c.  to  the  place  where  the  docks  were  to  be  m 
Hild  have  wi(hcd  that  a  month  or  lix  weeks,  or  fuch  a  per 
en  propofed  for  the  delay  of  the  bill,  that  time  might  be 

as  well  to  hear  counfel  of  partie^  iatcreded,  a«  to  bring 
:ny  other  plans  that  might  be  in  agitation. 
.  Chancellor  PITT  iaid,  he  felt  the  importance  of  the  1 
fore  the  Houfc  \  and  every  man  muCl  feel  a  faiisfai£)ion  at 
>iiich  created  the  prefcnt  difficulty,  as  that  caufc  was  the 
of  our  trade,  and  therefore  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  ( 
ihough,  corrcftly  fpeaking,  the  bill  might  be  called  a  pri' 
That  there  fhould  be  done  fomething  fur  the  gcperal  acci 
on  of  the  trade,  he  could  have  no  helitaiion  to  hf.  '. 
lie  of  the  bill  was  not  merely  to  bc'confidered  ;  indeed  u 
ere  could  be  no  difficult\-,  fur  it  was  for  the  general  aco 
on  of  trade  ;  but  the  qucHion  would  be,  whether  the  ii 
■A  by  this  particular  a£t  was  proper  to  be  adopted,  and 
be  fubjcifl  to  the  modification  of  a  Committee,  when  the 
come  to  that  (lage.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  intereli 
n,  and  wliether  all  (hips  ought  to  pay  towards  it,  or  only] 
(hips  rccti»ing  certain  accommoda^on,  'all  that  was  rx> 

to  the  general  fcc^  of  .the  prefoit  fubjefl.  The  principl 
I  led  the  Houfe  to  inquire  whotber  the  trade  of  LtHidon  01 
accomiikMiated  better  than  it  now  is  ?  Upon  this  he  in 
I  oplaion  in  the  affirmative  ;  but  be  had  ibme  doubts  in 
on  thepointof  order.  When  oiunlel  came  to  argtK  on 
n  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  they  night  {^ate,  as  the  ve 
L.  XLV.  2  U 
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lagi^catcs  and  Rq)rcff  nutives  of  tfie  city  of  London  did  this  i 
icy  might  fay  they  admit  the  grievance  as  ftatcd  in  the  bill, 
lat  they  could  furniih  for  that  grievance  a  better  remedy  than 
rhich'n'as  propofed  in  the  bill.  This  the  Houfc  might  be  c 
pon  to  adopt,  and  would  do  fo  if  convinced  that  the  remedy 
fitter,  and  (hould  then,  as  in  all  fuch  cafes,  be  under  the  difa| 
bic  ncccflity  of  compelling  individuals  who  (hould  objcft  to 
ilan,  and  who  had  local  inteteft  to  be  affctaed  by  it,  to  acce 
,  compenfation  for  that  intereft.  This  too  tlie  Houfe  woul< 
ncllncdto  wave,  ifthey  couldobtain  their  obje£t  without  it. 
lill  could  not  be  argued  without  allowing  to  the  corporation  o 
ity  of  London,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  legal  quays,  anoppi 
lity  to  (late  their  reafons  at  large  again(\  the  plan  upon  the  que 
if  the  general  intereft  of  the  trade,  as  well  as  to  ftatc  obje6 
riling  out  of  local  intcrcfts.  Now  if  this  cafe  was  thus  to  be 
nto  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfc,  there  would  be  confiderabic  diflii 
n  the  cafe,  and  fome  perhaps  upon  the  point  of  order,  and 
hat  he  (hould  he  glad  to  hear  an  opinion  from  the  Chair, 
hould  like  to  know  whether,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  the  p; 
ic  at  liberty  to  go  into  evidence  not  only  on  the  part  of  the  cor] 
ion  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  legal  q\ 
s  their  iniercils  might  be  affcftcd  by  the  prcfcnt  bill,  but  al 
Hew  the  fuperior  merit  of  the  city  plan.  He  was  inclined  to  i 
hat  whatever  might  be  the  point  of  order,  they  might  be  p 
a  a  condition,  where  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  do  it.  In  ] 
if  convenience,  however,  to  the  trade,  an  expeditious  mode  t 
0  be  adopted,  fo  that  the  nhjc&  (hould  be  obtained  in  the  coui 
be  prcfcnt  fclTion.  He  therefore  thought  that  only  two  days  ii 
vcck,  which  was  the  regular  courfe  of  proceeding  in  hearing  co 
,t  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  would  make  it  impofTiblc  to  bring 
natter,  which  ought  to  be  done  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  to  a  coi 
ion  this  feffion.  He  wanted  this  objeA  to  be  attained  as  fpe 
IS  polTible,  and  that  this  bill  (hould  pafs  if  no  better  mode  cou 
iiopted  to  remedy  the  evil.  He  claimed  this  not  only  on  thegr 
if  national  interetl,  of  itfelf  dcciiive,  but  alfo  for  the  intereft  c 
larties  immedbtely  concerned.  It  was  true  indeed  that  the  ci 
ation  of  the  city  of  London  now  come  forward  with  a  plan  v 
hey  fay  will  anfwer  the  purpofc  of  all  the  trade,  better  than 
vhich  was  propofed  in  the  bill ;  but  when  the  complaint  had 
3  long  (landing,  and  the  merchants  had  given  the  city  fo  i 
ime  to  come  forward,  and  when  they  were  fo  late  in  producing 
Ian,  the  Houfc  had  a  right  to  be  a  little  jealous  of  the  linccrt 
he  cityt  and  they  Ihould  not  c^Je<£l  to  the  mode .  propofed  in 
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bill,  until  they  fliould  be  fure  that  the  city  plan  prdcntcd  ; 
TOde  for  remedying  the  evil.  Now  what  conclufion  did  h 
Dm  all  this,  certainly  not  that  the  prcfcnt  bill  Ihould  be  pu 
our  months  ;  if  that  fhould  be  agreed  to,  the  bill  could  no 
s  fcflion,  and  therefore  if  that  amendment  was  perfifted  in 
Id  meet  it  with  a  dircfl  negative.  This  he  was  warrante< 
J  from  the  arguments  of  the  rcprefcntativcs  of  the  city,  whi 

tlic  bill ;  for  tlicy  all  tended  to  fupport  the  principle  of  thi 
It  fuggefted  a  better  mode  of  carrj-ing  that  principle  into  cf 
He  would  fay  then  the  city  of  London  could  not  be  cntitlci 
dcltiy,  until  they  proved  their  mode  was  preferable  to  tha 
Fas  propofed  in  the  prefcnt  bill.  He  muft  therefore  hear  ; 
:al  of  evidence  before  he  (houtd  confcnt  to  the  delay,  whicl 
;o  to  a  rejeflion  of  this  bill.  In  this  »icw  of  the  fubjefl 
ids  of  the  bill  were  entitled  to  have  the  fccond  reading  now 

their  opponents  to  proof  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  that  thci 
IS  a  better  one.  But  if  gentlemen,  feeing  the  great  dela; 
uld  arife  by  hearing  evidence  on  both  fides  at  the  bar  of  ih 

would  agree 'to  having  a  Committee  up  flairs,  then  it  migh 
XT  to  poflponc  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  an  early  da 
le  holidays,  for  the  purjwfe  of  feeing  whether  the  ci^  of  Lon 
lid,  within  a  fortnight  or  three  tvet-ks,  or  fome  fuch  period 
:  a  plan  that  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  better  than  that  whJcl 
ipofed  to  be  done  by  the  prcfent  bill.  This  Teemed  to  him  t 
g  juftice  between  the  parties,  without  lofing  light  of  the  pub 
ercft.  He  (hould  therefore  move  an  amendment  to  th 
ncnt,  that,  inflead  of  this  day  four  months,  be  fubftituted  th 
f  April  next.  Then  he  (hould  be  ready  to  meet  the  idea-o 
ig  the  plans  to  a  Committee,  who  might  fit  every  day,  not 
nding  any  adjournment  of  the  Houfe ;  and,  if  the  city  b 
dcfirous  to  carry  the  fubjc61  through  properly,  they  wouli 
jrward  with  their  plan.  Certainly,  the  public  Oiould  hav 
icfitofthe  mode  propofed  by  the  prcfent  bill,  unlefsa  bette 
le  propofed.     It  fhould  be  remembered  that  if  this  bill  b 

out,  another  bill  could  not  be  had  in  the  prcfent  fcfiion,  ac 
'tothe  nilcsof  thcHoufc.  If,  however,  it  could  be  prove 
better  plan  could  be  adopted,  it  might  hereafter  be  brougt 
d,  and  in  the  mean  time  this  fhould  go  on.     He  thcrcfoi 

move,    "  That  int^cad  of  the  words  this  day  four  month: 
rtcd*  the  words,  Wcdncfday,  the  i  ith  of  April  next." 
e  SPEAKER  Daid,  that  he  felt  a  confidetable  degree  of  diff 
n  flatii^  the  point  of  form  which  had  been  referred  to  hii 

right  honourable  gentleman.     The  objefl  of  the  prcfent  bl 
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s  to  accommodate  the  Shipping  in  the  port  of  London  better 
7j  arc  at  prefent.  To  this  bill,  brought  in  by  the  merch 
!  city  of  London  objefled,  on  the  ground  that  they  cojld  ac 
Ih  the  fame  purpofe  by  more  eligible  means ;  and  leave  h;id 
ren  to  the  city  to  be  heard  by  their  counfcl  againft  the  bill, 
z  fuperiority  of  the  plan  which  thej'  had  to  fuggcft,  formed  c 
eir  objeflions  to  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form,  they  could  nc 
9  opinion,  be  prohibited  from  Anting  the  outlines  of  that  pi 
eir  objeiflions  to  the  bill.  Of  this  the  Eau  Brink  Drainng 
brded  a  precedent.  But  he  took  the  libcTtj'  lb  remind  the  V. 
at  the  evidence  would  perhaps  go  to  a  conlidcrahle  length; 
ercfore  he  would  fubmit  whether  it  might  not  he  proper,  f< 
keof  exptiditing  the  bufinefs,  to  appoint  an  antecedent  Co mn 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  ohferved,  it  was  by  no  i 
e  objcfl  of  his  amendment  to  get  rid  of  the  bill  before  the  V 
It  merely  to  give  to  the  city  of  London  an  opportunity  of  laying 
an  before  a  Committee,  for  them  to  fee  whether  it  was  not 
an  that  which  was  propofcd  by  the  bill.  He  therefore  had  r 
ftion  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  tm  conditi6n  that  the  ar 
lent  propofed  by  the  Chaticellor  of  the  Exchcc|ucr  was  adopt 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  well  pi 
rther  at  prefent,  than  to  name  a  day  for  the  fecond  reading 
:  begged  that  it  might  be  underrtood,  tliat  by  confenting  i 
lommitccc  up  ftairs,  the  petitioners  withdrew  their  claim  to  be 
y  their  counfcl,  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  if  they  d 
gree  to  the  Report  of  the  ScldS  Committee. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  the  proper  place  for  them  to  flat* 
:/jeClions,  would  be  to  the  Committee, 

General  SMITH  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  bill 
gpcd  that  no  unnccelfary  delay  would  uke  place  in  its  j: 
irough  the  Houfe. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  vindicated  the  condua  of  the 
^ndon  through  the  whole  of  ihc  bufinefs. 

The  fecond  reading  of  tile  bill  was  fixed  for  the  1 1  th  of 
id  an  open  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  bed  m 
xx>nnnoda(ing  the  incrcafe  of  Clipping  in  the  port  of  Lotuloi 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurfday,    I  -Jth  March. 

Mr.  CURWEN  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  < 
ins  of  the  game  laws,  which  was  read  a  firA  time ;  and,  < 
lotion  for  the  fecond  reading, 

Mr.  ChanccUor  PITT  faid*  the  biU  was  of  the  utraoft 
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ice,  and  involved  quenions  of  fuch  magninide,  thit  he  thought 
lemcn  (hould  come  to  foitie  imrredtatr  dccilion  refpc^ing  if. 
■3S  of  futrh  an  important  nature,  that  he  wns  ngainil  its  lying 

until  next  feHlon  :  he  wilhcd  it  to'  be  quickly  tdccidcd,  and 
ruffered  to  be  afloat  to  agltite  men's  minds.  He  therefore  was 
ned  to  think,  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  printed,  and  then  allow- 
)  lie  over  for  fomc  time,  at  leaft  till  after  the  recefs,  to  give 
cmen  opportunity  to  conlidcr  its  principle  and  provifions.  In 
idea,   he  willied  to  defer  the  fee  end    reading  till  after  Esftcr  ; 

if  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  Houfc,  would  fix  the  1 8th 
pril  for  that  ftage.  He  alfo  fuggcfted,  that  in  the  mean  timej 
aill  Ihould  be  piinted  for  the  ufe  of  the  members.  At  prcfcnt 
lould  not  fay  more  ;  but  merely  hoped,  from  the  national  int- 
inces  of  the  mcafurc,  that  it  would  be  decided  on  in  the  courfe 
lis  fclTion. 

[r.  CURWEN  thought,  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
the  mcafure  was  of  conGderable  importance,  and,  that  the 
'c  ought  to  be  allowed  time  and  opportunity  duly  to  conlidcr  its 
litudc.     In  this  idea,  he  was  not  adverfe  to  its  being  printed, 

deferring  the  fccond  reading  till  ifter  Eaflcr. — And,  as  the 
icellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  pleafed  to  mention  thd  1 8th  of 
I  as  a  proper  day,  he  would,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  fix 
Jay  for  the  fecond  reading. 

eneral  SMITH  was  of  opinion,  that  an  opportunity  fhouldbc 
I  in  the  prcfcm  feflion  to  rejei51  the  meafurc,  if  the  HouTe 
inclined  to  do  fo  :  and,  therefiwe,  he  was  adverfe  to  poltponing 
ill  to  any  length  of  time. 

Ir.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  for  this  reafon  that  he 
:d  time  till  after  the  recefs  for  the  fecond  reading,  that  gentle- 
might  give  it  ctcry  confideration  and  attention  in  their  power, 
ifter  that  time,  the  Houfe  thought  its  principle  and  provifioiifi 
erous,  they  might  rcje<3  it ;  and  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  he 
Ed  it  to  be  foon  decided. 

'he  fecond  reading  was  then  fixed  for  Monday  the  1 8th  of 
1 ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Curwcn,  a  fufiicient- number  of 
s  for  the  ufe  of  the  members,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

■  Friday,    i%th  March. 

"he  bill  for  granting  a  bounty  on  die  importation  of  com  va> 
a  fecond  rime,  and  committed  for  Monday, 
ord  SHEFFIELD  fuggcfted  to  the  Houfc  that  fome  effcflual 
-a  Ihould  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  exportatton  of  molaflTes^ 
\g  the  Aoppage  of  the  diftiilerics,  and  to  prcferve  to  Govern- 
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rnt  the  revenue  arifingfrom  diftiUcrics,  by  permitting  the  iir 
.ion  of  molaffes,  in  neutral  bottoms, 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  fubjeft  was  under  confideration, 
at  as  foon  as  any  dccifion  was  come  to,  it  would  be  fubmitte 
c  Houfe. 

Mt.   POWYS  faid,  that  the  general  inclofure  was  foiindc. 

0  diftinift  principles,  which  ought  to  be  framed  into  two  fep: 
lis,  to  enable  proprietors  to  inclofc  by  general  confenrj  an 
^e  the  majority  a  power  of  compelling  the  minority.  He  | 
nice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  would  move  for  an  inRru^io 
e  Cc»nmittee  to  that  purpofe. 

Mmdny,    loth  March. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  regub 
c  grinding  of  corn,  &c. 

.  Mr.  POPHAM  faid,  that  in  a  future  ftage  of  this  bill  he 
nded  to  bring  up  a  claufe,  for  obliging  millers  to  grind  when 
andeJ,  upon  any  application  being  made  to  them  for  the  purj 

1  the  fame  principle  as  innkeepers  were  obliged  to  entertain  tra 
rs ;  he  tlatcd  it  as  a  great  hardlhip  that  when  a  poor  man  bro 
fi  corn,  he  fliould  notiw  certain  of  having  it  ground. 

Mr,  FRANCIS  allowed  that  fuch  a  provlfion  would  be  fer\ 
Ic,  but  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  teach  the  poor  to  g 
cir  corn  by  means  of  little  hand  mills,  on  a  timple  conftrudi 
ch  as  he  had  before  mentioned  in  the  Houfe.  After  a  few  ot 
itions,  ihc  Houfe  rcfumcd  ;  the  report  was  received,  and  the 
dcred  to  be  recommitted  on  Thurfday  the  17th  of  April. 

Mr.  POWYS  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  agai 
c  fame  objcft  which  he  had  propofed  on  a  former  night.  Tl 
:re  two  purpofes  which  the  Select  Committee  had  in  view  ; 
IS  for  enabling  proprietors  to  agree  amongft  thcmfelves,  and  c 
;o  effcift,  the  inclofure  of  common  lands :  rtw  other  was  to  c 
1  thofc  who  were  not  wilting  to  alTent  :  thefe  were  fo  diflini! 
;ir  natures,  that  they  never  could  be  blended  in  one  common  \ 

the  former  he  had  no  objcdlionj  but  the  other  obje£t 
>uld  oppofc.  He  wiftied,  therefore,  that  thefe  di{lin£l  prof 
ms  might  be  feparated  :  by  that  means,  the  fiHl  would  pafs  w 
t  oppofition,  whilft  the  other,  on  which  many  doubts  were  en 
ned,  would  come  under  particular  difculTion.  He  then  conch 
movii^,  "  That  it  be  an  inflru£Hon  to  the  Committee,  to~wI 
;  bill  for  the  aj^ropriatioa  of  wade  lands  is  referred,  that  1 
ve  power  to  divide  tlie  faid  bill  into  two  bill*,  if  they  think 
Sir  RICHARD  SUTTON  fcconded  the  motion. 
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«N  SINCLAIR  thought  that  fuch  *  irteafnre  would 
ie  produiSive  of  dday,  but  would  defeat  the  objed  of  the 
;e  He  confidered  it  proper  that  the  minority  Ihould  be 
I  comply  with  a  mcafurc  fw  the  general  imereft. 
SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  was  forry  to  differ  from  hti 
le  friend  who  made  the  motion.  The  bill,if  Tepinted  as 
would  be  perfeflly  ufelefs,  Theobjeflof  the  Legiflature 
,  not  only  to  facilitate  but  alfo  to  encourage,  and  ?.s  much 
c  to  force  an  inclofurc  ;  that  it  was  now  perfectly  well 
d,  that  on  the  average  of  years  the  quantity  of  land  now 
in  Great  Britain  did  not  fubfift  its  inhabitants ;  that  he 
he  public  five  years  ago,  unlefs  fome  means  were  ufed  to 
he  tillage  of  the  country,  we  fhoiild  fr«iuently  find  our- 
in  alarming  and  precarious  dependance  on  foreign  countries 
r  prefcnt  cafe)  for  our  fubfiAencc ;  that  if  the  cultivation 
lands  was  fuKreit  to  depend  on  general  confcnt,  an  in- 
ould  never  take  place ;  that  fo  great  a  good  Ihoukl  not 
Q  the  infignificant  whim  of  a  few  individuals ;  that  the 
of  land  uncultivated  in  England  wai  a  difgrace  to  the 
re,  and  the  like  was  not  to  be  obfervcd  in  any  other 
country  In  Europe.  Some  gentlemen  had  faid,  that  much 
aHe  lands  were  as  ufeful  in  their  prefcnt  Date,  as  diey 
rendered  by  cultivation ;  he  entirely  difagreed  with  them ; 
they  were  a  nuifancc  to  the  country,  they  were  the  nefts 
s  and  idlers,  that  they  drew  the  people  from  their,  r^ular 
;  that  thofc  lands  if  brought  into  cultivation,  one  part 
:  employed  in  raifing  cattle,  in  the  place  of  thofe  miferable 
nimals  which  are  not  to  be  fcen  in  any  othw  country,  and 
part  would  be  employed  in  railing  tfut  com,  for  which 
aying  fuch  immcnfc  fums  to  foreigners '  when   we  can 

FRANCIS  faid,  that  it  might  happen  that  a  minority  in 
:  may  potTcfs  the  larger  fhare  of  property  ;  in  fuch  cafe  it 
:  proper  to  make  exceptions ;  however,  he  thought  that  in 
Tiitmcnc  of  the  prefcnt  bill,  thefe  purpofes  migiit  bi  effefled 
^mxludtion  of  frcQi  claufcs,  as  well  as  by  fcparate  bills, 
ould  be  produdlive  of  delay. 

BURDON  was  of  opinion,  that  by  delay  we  Ihould  indif- 
ofe  the  advantages  arilingfrom  an  immediate  inclofure. 
HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  at  firft  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be 
with  very  beneficial  confequences,  but  when  he  took  it 
fidi  him,  he  (aw,  from  the  fecond  page,  that  it  was  a 
'  10  hold  out  to  the  people,  that  it  would  prevent  the  pc^w 
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bility  of  a  returning  fcarcity :  he  was  fony  to  read  an  excef 
all  die  K.ing's  forefts — the  New  Forefts,  &c.  Why,  he 
flwiild  thcfc  lands  remain  uncultivated  i  they  were,  in  fai 
wafte  lands  of  the  kingdom.  He  contended,  that  thde 
fliould  be  tirit  cultivated,  and,  as  he  would  wi(h  to  fee  eve 
in  the  }AigdQm  inclofcd,  they  fhould  then  begin  theculdva 
common  and  other  waDe  lands. 

Mr.  RYDER  thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  bill  u 
ufual  courfe. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  his  obje£lioo  was  not  on  any  t 
of  thfr-tjuantity  of  property  in  the  majority  and  minority  ; 
that  Parliament  ought  not  to  delegate  into  other  hands,  the 
of  cempelling  any  ir.inority  to  confent ;  he  contended,  that 
any  individual  proprictur  was  compelled  to  confent,  he  flio 
beard  by  Parliamei^t,  who  would  then  a£t  as  it  fav  (it. 

Mr.  GREY  agreed  with  Mr.  Powys,  that  this  was  a 
power,  and  Parliament  ought  itot  to  depute  it  to  other  hand: 
he  thouglit,  as  jnany  applications  would  ncccflarily  be  made, 
would  be  proper  that  private  bills  of  compuliion  Ihould  be  : 
expcncc. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  that  the  reafon  wl 
Cro«'n  lands  ^vcre  excepted,  was,  not  bccaufe  of  their  being 
property,  but  bccaufe  tJiere  was  at  prefent  a  CommilTion  to  i 
into  the  (iatc  of  the  Crown  lands,  and  that  a  plan  would  be  b 
forward  by  die  CommilTioncrs  in  proper  time,  wcU  digcft< 
confidcred,  which  would  make  the  AjreAs  prudu£live,  and  1 
fufficient  quantity  of  timber  for  the  navy. 

Mr-  FOX  agreed  with  Mr.  Huilcy,  that  the  Crawji 
Oiould  lie  firft  cultivated.  With  refpcS  to  the  propofai  of  di 
the  bill  into  two,  he  thought  that  it  was  a  very  proper  mcafu 
by  that  means  gentlemen's  doubts  with  regard  to  one  mcafure 
not  impede  the  eourfe  of  the  others  through  the  Houfe. 

After  fome  farther  conveifation,  Mr.  Powys's  motion  wu 
lived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  rofe  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  ta 
firft  convenient  opportunity  after  the  recek,  to  bring  forward 
tion  concerning  the  flate  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-India  i: 
That  in  order  not  to  load  himfclf  with  unnecclTary  dtfficuld 
aii  attempt  fufficiently  arduous  in  itfclf,  and  perhaps^bovc  hif 
city,  by  exciting  groundlefs  fufpicions,  and  provokii^a  fupci 
dilpolition  to  oppofc  his  intended  propofitiun,  before  it  was  1 
Hood,  he  would  now  flate  (hortly  to  tfie  Huufc,  not  what  his 
»-as,  but  wliat  it  was  not.     it  did  not  relate  at  ^  to  the  ab 
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ive  trade,  nor  to  the  manumiflion  of  the  Aaves  now  in  tho 
His  purpofe  was  to  provide  for  another  intereft,  whichy 
)pinioii,  though  certainly  not  neglcftedi  had  never  been 
mfidctcd,  nor  rationally  promoted,  on  found  principles  of 
,e  cither  to  the  maOer  or  the  (lave ;  lie  meant  the  real 
>f  the  proprietor  himfelf.  If  through  that  medium  the 
I  uf  the  flave  could  be  improved,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
tion  to  bis  propofition.  It  was  tiue,  he  Iiad  not  till  very 
lu^t  of  taking  an  aflive  part,  upon  a  fubjeift,  which,  in 
ws,  had  been  fo  long  debated,  and  to  fo  little  purpofe. 
unfortunate  vote  on  the  flave  trade  had  determined  him  to 
ward.  On  one  point  only  he  thought  it  nccelTaiy  to  make 
it  declaration,  to  Qielter  himfelf  from  perfunal  reproach  or 

It  was  true  that  he  had  taken  his  refolution,  and  thaY,  at 
he  faw  no  reafon  to  think  it  at  all  likely  that  he  Ihould  not 
i  it.  Neverthclcfs,  it  was  polTible,  that  in  the  interval, 
tions  might  occur  or  be  fuggeded  to  him,  by  men  wifer 
felf,  whom  he  meant  to  confult,  that  infurmountable 
s,  or  flrong  prudential  objeiSHons,  might  deter  or  divert 
ipurfuinghisprefem  purpofe.  Iffo,  the  Houfe  would  hear 
of  it;  but,  if  he  pcrfevcred  in  his  defign,  of  which  at  pre* 
ad  BO  doubt,,  the  Houfe  might  be  affiired  that  he  would 

mind  to  it  witJi  all  the  induftry  of  which  he  was  capable, 

every  exertion  of  whatever  faculties  he  poffcffcd. 
al  MACLEOD  faid,  that  the  motion  which  he  was  about 
:  to  the  Houfe,  ^nth  the  grounds  upon  which  it  rcOed,  in- 
ich  important  principles,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  a  taflc  beyond 
rs.  Not  only  the  honour  of  the- country,  but  the  intercfts 
nity  were  -at  ftake,  as  well  tor  the  prefent,  as  for  ages  to 
I  a  mode  of  carrying  on  war^ad  lately  been  pia<£tifed,  bor- 
3m  a  precedent  of  Spanifli  cruelty,  and  threatening  to  de« 
:  charaiiier  of  the  Englllh  nation  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and 
rid.  Before  he  entered  on  the  fubjccVj  however,  he  found  him-. 
1  upon  to  wipe  off  certain  calumnii^s  with  which  he  had  been 
"incc  he  lad  mentioned  the  bufincfs  in  the  Hiiufc,  He  had 
iifed^   both  in  print  and  common   converf^tion,  of  being 

by  private  malice  and  hypocrify.  He  had  been  charged 
miniating  the  chara<5ter  of  a  noble  Ixird  under  a  malic  of 
p.  He  was  free  to  avow,  in  reply  to  this  falfe  and  cruel 
m,  that  he  was  incapable  of  entertaining  fcntiments  of 
rtalicc  againft  any  man,  far  Icfs  against  a  peifon  whom  be 
a  man,  and  rcfpcflcd  as  an  accomptiflicd  foldier,  and  z 
ith  whom  he  had  always  lived  in  habit*  of  the  flriften  in- 

XLV.  a  X 
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timacjr.  Was  this  a  perfon  whofe  chara£ler  he  could  be  fuf[ 
of  being  anxious  to  traduce?  It  had  btenfaid  alfothat  he  » 
to  ()ab  ihc  charaflcrs  of  Minifters  through  the  fides  of  the 
Lord.  He  certainly  reprobated  the  conduit  of  the  war  as  li 
from  blunder  (o  blunder,  and  from  crime  to  crime ;  but  he  ap 
to  the  Houfr,  if,  when  he  brought  the  bufmefs  forward  on  a  i 
day,  he  did  not  acquit  the  Executive  Government  of  haviiij 
concern  in  the  matter  ;  an  acquittal  which  was  certainly  ji 
by  the  aftonifhmcnt  which  the  communication  of  the  tafl  feci 
produce  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Having  thi 
deavoured  to  vindicate  his  chara(Scr,  he  proceeded  to  the  det 
thefaifts.  Formerly  he  had  reded  whathefaid,  merely  upon  a 
^pcr  paragraph,  which  certainly  was  not  information  fuffk 
authentic  for  ilic  Houfe  to  ground  any  proceeding  upon.  Hi 
had  in  his  poflHTion;  a  letter  from  Kingftown,  Jamaica,  afcc 
ing  the'  fa^.  It  was  to  be  remarked,  that  this  was  a  letter 
a  private  perfon,  entirely  linconncded  with  the  Govemmi 
Jamaica,  and  that  the  writer  entirely  approved  of  the  mode  of 
ing  the  Maroons  with  blood  hounds.  It  was  proper  to  know, 
firil  place,  who  arc  thcfe  Maroons.  They  are  men,  faid  he 
the  circumftance  of  their  being  men,  one  would  think,  is  fd 
to  (hew  that  thry  ought  not  to  be  hunted  with  blood-hounds. 
they  were  not  only  men.but  freemen,  whom  we  were  bound  t 
te£l.  It  was  nccclTary,  in  the  next  place,  to  know  what  an 
blood-hounds.  They  were  emplt^cd  by  the  Spaniards  in  thi 
qucftofthcNcw  Worid,  for  the  purpofeofcxterminatli^  t 
habitants.  And  thefe  blood-hounds,  the  ufc  of  which  in  thd 
has  affixed  an  indelible  llain  on  the  charadier  of  the  Spanifh  r 
at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  arc  adopted  by  this  cour 
indruments  of  war.  Here  the  honourable  General  quoted  a  j 
from  fartholomew  dc  las  Cafas,  a  monk,  who  by  his  zeal 
caufe  of  humahity,  has  gained  more  lading  renoWn  thai 
Monarch  of  the  ape  in  which  he  lived.  This  writer  defcrib 
Spaniards  as  feeding  tjucir  hounds  upon  human  fleOi,  to  i 
thcin  with  a  fierce,  and  a  ravenous  appetite  ;  and,  as  faying 
another,  give  a  quarter  uf  an  infant  for  a  feafl  to  my  dc^ 
Vtalling  fornetimcs  that  his  dog,  on  one  morning,  had  killed  i 
men — fpeaking  as  if  they  had  been  wolves  or  wild  boars, 
couple  then  of  thefe  blood-hounds  attended,  with  thirty  S 
ihailcurs,  had  been  imported  from  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  I 
parppfeof  exterminatir^  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica.  But  wh< 
the  ({XHtfmen?  Weft-India  planters,  Britifh  foldiers,  1 
officers,  and  Brittlh  Generals !.    If  fuch  a  thin  was  not  pi 
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)cd  off  from  the  national  charaifter,  the  annuls  of  His  Majefty* 
;;n  would  be  more  (hamcfuUy  blotted  than  thofe  of  any  reign 
11  the  time  of  I'hilip  the  Second,  ami  Charles  the  Fifth  of  Spain 
:  was  this  war,  which  was  fo  cruelly  conduced,  ajullwaij  Iti 
ice  had  never  been  Ihcwn.  But  the  blood-hounds  were  not.  If 
:,  employed  in  the  proTecution  of  the  war  ;  they  were  cmpluyed 
mnt  out  the  Maroons,  after  they  had  hid  fliemfdvts  in  the  re- 
cs  of  the  mounuins,  and.ccafed  to  commit  liofillitics.  He  h;nj 
1  in  his  youth  the  works  of  Pul^ndorff  and  Grotins,  and  he 
Id  recollect  that  they  reprobated  a!!  improper  inflrumenCs  of  wa| 
injull ;  and  the  principle  on  which  they  did  fo  was  one  whii-h 
\  be  familiar  to  every  man,  that  they  tend  unnecc{farily  to  in- 
ife  the  natural  horrors  of  war.  It  had  been  faid,  that  thcfd 
roons  had  been  fet  on  by  the  French.  If  this  was  the  cafci 
It  efieifl  would  this  produce  on  the  French  as  an  enemy  ?  Were 
fure  of  rctainingall  our  Well-India  iflands ;  he  was  afraid  not. 
•poling,  then,  -Grenada  or  St.  Vincent's  was  to  be  taken  by  the 
nch,  might  not  they  alio  fend  to  Cuba  for  blood-hounds,  and 
rdfe  thofe  feveritics  of  which  wc  have  Ihewn  thqm  the  example ) 

the  French  fet  them  on.  Who  fet  on  the  LoyaliOs  in  Mar- 
que, or  who  fet  on  the  Chouarn  in  La  Vendee  r     And  bccaufe 

French  commit  unjullifiable  anions,  did  ttfis  aflbrd  any  plea  to 
to  follow  their  example  ?  The  Chouans  were  now  brcJtcd 
'n,  and  perhaps,  on  the  reRoration  of  peace,  the  French  mighl 
I  it  ncceOary  to  have  recourfc  to  great  feveritics  againll  the  te- 
ns of  that  pqrty.  Perhaps  they  might  fend  to  Cuba  for  blood- 
nds  to  cKIerminatc  them,  in  imitation  of  the  infamous  example 
ch  Great  Britain  had  (hewn.  He  hoped  he  had  faid  ettough  to 
i£  the  indignation  of  the  Houfc,  and  to  infpire  them  with  a  zeal 

indicate  their  own  honour  and  that  of  the  nation,  by  an  inquiry 
>  a  bufincfs  of  fuch  a  (hocking  nature,  and  of  fo  alarming  con- 
j^nccs ;  in  tlic  mean  time  he  would  merely  move,  "  That  an 
nblc  addiefs  be  prefcntcd  to  His  MajcftV,  that  he  may  be  plcafed 
»dcr,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  a  copy  of  all  the 
refpondencc  of  which  Government  is  in  polTclTion,  relative 
he  mode  of  carrying  on  war  againll  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica." 
VIr.'  DL'NDAS  faid,  that  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfc  with 
ny  words  upon  the  prcfenc  occafion.  He  was  polleffcd  of  no 
hcntic  information  upon  the  fubjcft,  that  he  could  offer  to  the 
ufc.     He  conGdcred  that  many  inconveniences  might  nrife  fmm 

motion  that  had  now  been  made,  and  he  hoped  that  h^  wuuld 
able  tofatis^'thc  t^fci  and  even  the  hoiuurablc  gentlcmar 
nfclf.  of  the  itnpropiieiy  of  it.     The  honourable' gcnilctrian  hav 
a  X  a 
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n  it  for  granted  that  the  war  with  the  Maroons  was  unjuO, 
inate<l  in  a^>rc0ion  on  our  part,  it  fhould  be  rcmcmbe 
ever,  that  it  had  its  rife  in  an  infurreftion  of  the  Maroons, 
/okcd  by  any  aggrcflion  or  ill  ufagc,  and  that  no  part  of  it 
tc  afcribed  to  the  condufl  of  the  alfembiics  or  of  the  inhabU 
amaica.  Hsknewthat,  ever  fince  this  infurreflion,  the  ii 
Jamaica  had  been  in  a  ftatc  of  the  grcateil  alarm  and  da 
ch  could  poflibly  be  conceived.  The  Maroons  were  accuflo 
lefcend  from  their  fiftndfes  at  midnighr,  and  commit  the 
idful  ravages  and  cruehies  upon  ihc  wives,  children,  and 
ty  of  (he  inhabitants,  burning  and  deftroying  every  place  w 
Y  attacked,  and  murdering  all  who  unfbrlunately  became  thi 
:s  of  their  fury.  In  this  difficult  and  diftrcfling  fitiialion, 
litia  of  the  ifland  were  conftantly  in  arms,  and  forced  to  be  al 
pared  for  defence.'  He  did  not  undaftand  that  the  purpo 
:  dogs  was  fuch  as  had  been  flaied,  nor  were  it.cy  to  be  cmp 
the  batbaroits  way  ihat  had  bten  rcprcfenied.  He  undetl 
It  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  thefc  dcgs  were  ufcd  to  prevent  m 
tn  running  away,  and  merely  to  feiic  and  retain  tliem,  an 
tear  and  mai^lc  them  with  that  cruelty  which  was  defcribi 
;  honourabls  mover.  The  account  given  in  the  book  quoti 
:  honourable  gentleman,  he  doubted  not  was  greatly  cxngget 
[  however  it  might  be  a  juft  picture  of  the  former  pradlic 
;s  not  applicable  to  prefent  times.  Upon  this  point  he  prol 
t  to  be  perfe£lly  informed,  but  he  did  not  underltand  tha 
Tcription  given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was  the  real  ant 
tc  of  the  matter.  The  grounds  ftatcd  for  the  motion  cen 
:rc  infufficicnt  and  incondufive.  He  confefied  he  had  hcs 
:  &(3,  but  his  chief  objciflion  was,  that  any  informatior 
jid  be  laid  before  the  Houfcwas  lame  and  unfatisfai3orj'.  I 
mitted,  that  the  emploj  incnt  of  thefe  d<jgs  was  not  in  confeqi 
any  direiSion  of  Minifters  here-  If  the  Aflcmbly  of  Jai 
d  caufed  fuch  an  application  of  them  to  be  made,  which  h 
t  imagine  was  the  cafe,  it  was  furely  unjuft  to  lay  the  blame 
iniiters.  It  was  not  requiring  much  from  the  Houfc  to 
:m  to  believe  tliat  His  Majeftj-,  or  even  Minilters  thcmC 
the  firft  intimation,  would  adopt  fuch  mcafures  as  would  pr 
prohibit  the  life  of  dc^  in  the  n>anncT  that  was  reprot 
bis  furely  MiniAers  might  cafily  be  fuppofed  to  have 
hen  the  charaflcr  of  an  abfent  Governor,  whofc  condivf 
herto  commanded  the  greatefl  approbation,  was  involve 
pcd  the  Houfc  would  fee  the  impropriety  of  pu(hing  any  fi 
notion  on  fuch  flight  foundation,  and  wtiich  would  appear  i 
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',  confidcring  the  ftpps  already  taken  to  prevent  the  employ- 
:if  the  blood'hounds  in  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  ha* 
:ated. 

■.  BARHAM  faid,  that  he  found  himrdf  impelled  to  troubli 
oufc  with  a  few  obfervacions,  and  to  give  fuch  an  explanatior 
(  nece(Tary  to  juftify  the  charafler  of  a  noble  Lord,  who  hac 
fled  himfclf  as  Governor  of  Jamaica,  in  foch  a  manner  as  ti 
I  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  inhabiiants  and  planters 
IS  not  pcrfonally  accjuaintcd  with  the  noble  Lord,  but  he  knev 
lo  man  was  ranked  higher  for  honour  and  humanity.  Thi 
lation  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  reftofj,  was  not  fuf 
: ground  for  the  motion  lie  had  brought  forward.  There  wen 
es  in  the  letter  he  had  quoted,  that  appeared  to  dcftroy  it 
lility.  From  the  application  of  tlie  honourable  getitlcmai 
If  to  one  paffagc  that  alluded  to  Mr.  Wilberforce",  he  was  con 
1  that  it  was  little  to  be  relied  upon.  However  he  had  dif 
from  that  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wijbcvforce),  he  hat 
■cfpefled  the  humanity  of  his  heart  and  the  rectitude  of  his  in 
ns,  and  he  knew  in  the  Weft  Indies  he  was  regarded  in  tb 
light.  He  was  convinced,  from  the,  information  he  poflefled 
:he  dogs  had  not  been  procured  for  the  purpofe  that  had  beei 
The  old  book  quoted  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  gave 
jught,  a  very  unjuft  defcription  of  the  way  in  which  they  wer 
lycd.  Dogs  were  ufed  in  this  country  in  the  fame  manner 
cmen  knew  that  dogs  were  often  ufed  for  the  proteflion  o 
in,  and  to  trace  out  deer- dealers,  Thcfe  hounds  then  weri 
Y  employed  to  track  out  the  Maroons,  and  by  no  means  ti 
nd  mangle  tlicm.  What,  however,  was  the  objcfl  of  th 
lince  war  it  was  to  be  called,  very  improperly  in  his  opinion 
IS  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  agatnft  the  defperate  an 
ous  attacks  of  the  Maroons,  who  came  dowri  upon  thcnr 
ing  and  dcflroying  every  thuig.  They  confiftcd  of  about  40c 
VCTC  not  like  an  ordinary  enemy,  but  were  like  a  gang  of  rob 
who  might  feize  upoti  fomc  foreft  or  mountain,  and  comm! 
datidns  upon  the  country.  It  wasaqueftion,  he  thought, 
her  means  could  be  found  eSeflual  to  prevent  the  ravages  ( 
murderous  bands,  whether  it  might  not  be  jufliRablc  to  x 
I  to  root  them  out  in  the  way  that  the  war  is  now  faid  to  be  cai 
m  f  They  were  re^^refented  as  freemen,  and  therefi)re  entitle 
treated  with  more  hinnanity  :  but  he  could  alTure  the  HouC 
in  Jamaica,  the  ftate  of-^avcs  by  no  means  prevented  tha 
being  treated  with  the  famp  humanity  difplaycd  to  others  of 
eiu  condition.     Tbc  cauiorjof  the  infurrcfUon  had.  been  tl 
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punlfhment  of  a  Maroon,  acctxiJing  to  die  mild  (yf^em  of  the  ifla 
for  an  offence  that  by  the  laws  of  this  country  would  have  been 
nifhed  with  death.  To  the  MaToons,  fioce  that  time,  ihe  i 
favourable  offers  had  been  made,  but  they  had  perfevcrcd  in  f< 
ing  all  terms. 

Mr.  MAURI CE^OBINSON  faid,  that  the  information 
ground  for  the  addrefs,  he  had  thought  infufficient,  but  the  fa6 
fla(ed  fcemed  now  to  fee  confeffed,  and  might  therefore  fumilh  f 
cient  ground  for  the  Houfe  uking  up  the  fubjec).  If  the  numbc 
die  Maroons  was  only  three  or  four  hundred,  it  was  furcly  ui 
ceffary  to  employ  means  of  warfare  fo  abhorrent  to  human  nature 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  did  not  think  it  neccffary  to  trouble  the  H. 
long  on  the  prcfent  quellion,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon 
jtble  Secretary.  It  gave  him  the  greatell  facisfaiStion  to-hcar  i 
Government  Iiad  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  tranfiif 
unmcdiately  after  the  report  of  it  came  to  their  knowledge. 
he  had  heard  with  much  concern  what  fell  from  an  honour 
gentleman  near  him,  (Mr.  Bartiam)  bccaufe  it  carried  with  it 
idea  of  extirpating  a  whole  race  of  people.  Tht$  he  could  not 
ficiently  reprobate ;  and  furely  the  fav^ge  means  ufcd  to  overn 
diofe  unfortunate  men  were  not  neccffary,  when  their  number 
Hated  fo  low  as  four  or  five  hundred.  It  was  furprizlng,  i 
without  the  abominable  aid  of  blood-hounds,  the  whole  force  of 
ihaica  could  not  fuccced  in  fubduii^  thofc  unfortunate  Marot 
who,  by  opprcffion,  the  breach  of  trcity  on  the  part  of  the  Er^ 
and  in  vinHication  of  their  rights,  had  been  driven  to  take  up  ar 
So  far  by  the  bleffmg  of  God,  at  leaft  the  refifhnce  of  a  mino 
acting  on  jufl  principles  in  one  quarter  of  the  globe  was  at  leaft  I 
inidable.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  affcrts  I 
they  were  not  to  be  treated  as  Maroons  but  rebels.  Npw  it  fe« 
thai  the  refinance  of  an  itidcpendant  nation,  with  whom  this  co 
tiy  (igned  a  folcmn  treaty,  which  it  afterwards  violated,  was  ic 
conlidered  as  a  (late  of  rebellion.  But  there  was  no  ground  wY 
could  judily  the  ufe  of  blood-houndg,  and  it  was  unneceffary  for  I 
to  flate  what  the  Houfe  well  knew,  that  it  was  not  only  juft 
politic,  to  abate  as  much  as  pofllblc  the  rigours  and  horrors  of  w 
The  prcfent  objefls  of  the  war  in  Jamaica,  fcemed  to  be  the  ex' 
pitton  of  this  unhappy  people,  or  to  drive  them  by  cruelty,  ton 
ri(h  fuch  a  refcntmLnt  of  their  wrongs,  as  to  render  them  incapal 
jh  future,  of  tJ>ferv ing  amity  or  goocj 'will  towards  their  cner 
The  honourable  gentleman  oppofit&^to  him  fcemed  to  confide 
as  of  little  importance  whether  the  Var  was  jull  on  our  part  or  r 
Hcwasof icontraryofiiilon,     "tsc idea (rf" extermination,  alw 
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i  and  unjuft,  vat  certainly  much  aggttntei,  if  it  tuned  oi 
thcfe  people  were  at  war  witb  us  merely  becauTe  they  ha 
injuTcd.  The  Maroons  were  in  fadV  an  independent  pcopli 
I  were  a  uleful  race,  and  even  in  a  commercial  view  were  « 
derablc  advantage  to  the  country.  The  honourable  gentlcma 
ncniioned  the  origin  of  the  war,  but  he  had  not  (btcd  all  tli 
mftances.  It  originated  in  a  Maroon  ilealing  a  pig,  but  hi 
fhment  was  a  violation  of  a  treaty  which  fubfifted  between  th 
(h  fettlers  and  the  pe<^le.  He  was  whipped.  The  man  n 
rd  with  the  Hripcs  on  his  back  to  his  nation.  It  was  an  art! 
f  the  treaty  that  no  Marooon  Oiould  be  punifhed  by  the  gc 
ment  of  Jamaica :  but  if  he  committed  a  crime  that  he  flioul 
:vcn  up  to  his  own  nation  for  punilhment.  In  the  prefer 
this  article  was  evidently  infringed.  Redrefs  was  demandc 
le  Maroons,  and  as  no  rcdrcfs  was  given,  war  followed.  Fc 
!u>nour  of  the  national  charadter,  it  was  ncccffary,  that  an  in 
'  fhould  be  innictited.  If  the  Maroons  were  injured,  a  vra 
:termination  coutd  not  be  contemplated  without  the  utmoi 
)r.  He  hoped,  however,  that  fomething  would  be  done't 
;  back  this  people  to  that  llate  of  harmony  and  good  wi 
h  had  been  found  fo  neceffery  for  the  peace,  and  in  fomc  d« 
i  to  the  profperity  of  the  ifland. 

[r.  BARHAM  laid  he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  point  dil 
],  ^at  the  war  wag  ju(t  on  our  part ;  that  the  Maroons  ha 
>een  provoked.  With  regard  to  theextcrmination  of  the  Ma 
!,  he  confefTed  he  did  not  fee  how  it  could  be  otherwife,  whil 
Maroons  were  determined  to  commit  murder. 
It.  COURTENAY  obfervcd,  that  the  honourable  Sccretar 
faid  that  he  believed  the  war  to  be  jufl  on  the  [art  of  th 
lers.  This,  however,  would  not  appear  m  the  Houfe  an  ai 
ent  of  any  wci^t,  becaufe  it  was  merely  an  aflertion,  and  cam 
Mit  any  proof  or  authority  whatever.  It  had  been  faid,  that  th 
j-hounds  were  employed  only  to  purfue  and  difcover  the  lurk 
daces  of  the  Maroons ;  but  he  believed,  that  when  fuch  dog 
fet  on  for  a  purpofe  of  this  kind,  they  would  not  flop  : 
ly  finding  the  fiigitive,  and  pointing  him  out  to  the  purfuci 
private  letter  from  Jamaica,  it  was  (tatcd,  that  two  of  thcl 
had  fet  on  a  foldier's  wife  on  the  beach,  and  t^at  two  Ibl 
were  obliged  to  bayonet  them  in  order  to  fave  her  life.  ] 
animals  were  fo  ferocious  wbeti  not  fet  on,  what  was  to  b 
ftcd  fiom  them  when  they  were  properly  trained  to  this  horri 
efs,  snd  huiited  on  by  ^anilh  Chafleurs.  The  hook  th; 
lecn  quoted  by  his  honourabl*  friemf,  had  been  ineptiuijcd  wit 
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in  air  of  ridicule  by  (he  honouT^Mc  gentleman  hear  him. 
he  know  that  the  aiithur  was  La^  Cafas,  To  juftly  celebrated  fb 
candour  and  veracity,  and  who  was  quoted  as  the  highdl  ai 
rity  by  Dr.  Robcrtfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  America  ?  It  had 
faid,  that  tticfe  Maroons  catne  down  from  the  mountains  to  mt 
during  the  night.  This  too  was  a  mere  alTcrtion,  and  totall; 
void  of  truth.  But  was  it  not  ftrange  that  500  men  fhould  o[ 
the  whole  armed  force  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  oblige 
government  to  put  the  inhabitants  under  military  law,  and  pc 
z  mode  of  warfare  fu  difcordant  to  the  feelings  of  Btitifh  foldi< 
He  meant  no  rcflcflion  on  the  noble  Lord,  who  pvelidcd  on 
ifland.  He  had  the  honour  to  know  him,  and  he  was  ado 
with  eveiy  virtue  that  belonged  to  tlic  gentleman  and  the  foli 
But  he  believed  he  might  have  been  induced  to  allow  this  tt 
aiftion,*  though  contrary  to  his  inclination.  If  alt  the  planten 
fifted  upon  this  mode  of  warfare,  it  certainly  would  not  be 
for  hiiri  to  prevent  it ;  and  he  might  feel  hi mfelf  obliged  to  < 
fent  to  that  which  neither  accorded  with  his  fpirtt  nor  humai 
Grotius  and  Vatcl  had  been  alluded  to,  and  perhaps  it  m 
be  laid,  as  they,  in  enumerating  the  inflruments  of  war  w! 
were  not  lawful,  had  not  mentioned  blood-hoands,  that  there 
it  was  lawful  to  ufc  them.  This  would  be  ilmibr  reafoning  1 
that  which  occurred  in  an  aiJlion  refpetSing  afTignats  forged  for 
purpofe  of  circulation  on  the  Continent.  A  noble  lord  obfci 
in  WcOminftcr-hall,  th?t  Grotius,  Vatel,  and  others  had  cnu 
rated  the  inflruments  which  ought  not  to  be  ufed  in  war ;  bui 
none  of  thefe  authors  faid  a  word  about  falfe  alTignats,  he  could 
fay  that  they  might  not  be  fairly  employed  i.i  carrying  on  the 
fent  juft  and  neceffary  war  againft  our  enemies.  He  then  advc 
to  the  treaty  which  had  been  entered  into  with  the  Maroons. 
was  made,'he  obferved,  in  the  year  1783;  and  it  was  cxpn 
fiipulated,  that  when  a  Maroon  (hould  coininil  a  crime,  he 
not  to  be  punifhcd,  but  given  up  to  his  nation.  Tliis  article 
infitled  upon  by  them,  that  ihcy  might  not  he  fubjedcd  to  atrp 
punifhment  by  the  planters,  which  they  confidcrcd  the  moft 
graceful  of  all  punifhmcnts,  and  the  grcateft  niipfbrtunc  that  c< 
befal  them.  It  was  corporal  puniflimcnt  which  was  the  caul^ 
iheir  original  infurrCL^ion,  arid  to  be  freed  from  it  they  would 
Counter  any  danger.— Like  all  other  favagcs,  their  paHions  ^ 
ftrong,  and  their  rcfentment  of  injuries  indifcriminaiing  and  in 
tuous  1  but  they  were  fufceptjble  of  reconciliation.  L*t,  then, 
|)aration  and  fiiendftiip  be  ofered,  and  their  palTions  may  be  nr 
ta  4ow  with  no  Icfs  vlolchce  in  the  oppolitc  fUeam  of  affc£lion 

5 


;h  20.]  ^EfiATES.  ^34 

Je.  The  paucity  of  their  numbers  was  another  circuni' 
which  added  to  the  Ihamc  which  muft  rcfult  from  fo  crud 
iprccfcknicd  a  moJc  of  atrack.  In  the  year  1770,  Aeh 
rwzsonW  885.     In  1773,  thej"  amounted  to  1028.     Ir 

ihcy  were  i;^23.  Taking,  therefore,  the  men  capable ol 
;  arms  at  one-tliird  of  this  lafl  number,  th'^  would  on!) 
t  to  400.  But  extermination  had  been  talked  fo  much  ol 
iTger  fcalc,  that  Mr.  Coiirtcnay  was  not  furprifed  to  find  ii 
ito  in  ihis.  As  the  champinns  of  religion  and  humanit)', 
I  lighted  the  fiar.ies  of  wat  from  one  Ciid  of.  Europe  to  the 

This  war,  we  Iwd  threatened  to  carry  on  to  exlermlnationi 
r  ihc  prcfervatiun  of  morality,  were  we  to  commit  the  mofl 
a\  of  all  at^ions ;  and  for  the  preferv;ition  of  facial  order, 
id  over  the  face  of  the  eartl^confufion,  bloodfhed,  and  death, 
k  of  exterminating  this  handful  of  brave  men,  who  had 
iich  a  ntible  refinance,  was  tiic  very  acme  of  wlckcdncCs  and 
,  and  would  (i:<  an  indelible  Aain  on  the  Briiilh  chara<£ler> 
lavc  broke  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty,  we  muft  Ihnd  by 
ifequcrces.  What  have  we  to  complain  of  tlic  defccnts  oi 
aroons  from  their  mountains,  when  the  mode  of  warfare 

on  by  us  is  fo  much  worfc  than  theirs  i  We  were  now  rc( 
:o  be  humble  copiers  of  the  cruelties  of  t^e  Sparaards,  whofe 
la'it)-  we  had  hitherto  always  condemned. 

DENT  fpokc  againft  the  motion.  He  expatiated  on  lh« 
'  of  the  Maroons,  and  the  necefTity  of  rcpre0ing  them  by 
neans  that  could  poflibly  be  fu^edcd.  In  illuOration  of 
umcnt,  he  related  a  Ituiy  of  lixtccn  gentlemen,  who  were 
yy  the  Maroons  in  one  of  the  fmallcr  Wefl-India  iflands. 
laroons  infilled  iliat  they  (hould  give  up  the  government  ol 
nd  into  their  lands,  and  upon  the  refufal  of  the  gentlemen, 
:m  all  to  death.  The  two  latl  to  futTcr  were  a  Mr.  Cainp- 
nd  a  Mr.  Horne^one  of  them  faid,  he  was  certain  then 
t  a  negroe  on  the  whole  ifland  that  would  injure  him,  upon 
a  black  negnic,  who  commanded  the  Maroons,  put  him  to 
«th  hit  oWn  hands.  He  then  entered  into  the  ugutnent, 
c  blood-hounds  were  only  ufed  for  tlie  purpofcs  of  trz- 
E  footdcps,  and  difcovering  the  haunts  of  the  Maroons ;  arui 
rluddd  by  obferving,  that  as  gentlemen  fecmrd  to  have  fucli 
pathy  to  this  fpecies  of  dogs,  tlicy  would  certainly  have  nc 
m  to  his  propoHng  a  treble  tax  on  them,  when  the  queftiot 
ng  a  tax  on  dogs  came  to  be  difcuffed  on  Thurfday  next. 
:ral  MACLEOD  rofc  to  obfervc,  ttiat  ur  (onfequcncc  of  whai 
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bad  fjllen  from  the  right  honourable  Secretwy  of  State,  he  ■ 
not  ptcfs  this  bufincfs  farther  at  prefcnt.  He  begged,  hon 
that  it  fhould  riot  be  conridered  that  he  totally  relmquirtied  it. 
would  nevtr  quic  the  fiibjefl  until  the  cwU  was  rcdtcffcd  -  he 
fttck  as  faft  to  it  as  thofc  dogs  diJ  to  rhclr  prey.  The  right  hor 
We  gentleman  had,  however,  affurcd  the  Houfe,  that  orders 
inquiry  into  this  tranfadion  had  already  been  difpatchcd  bj 
vcrnmcnt.  He  hoped  thcfe  orders  would  be  duly  entbrccd 
render  any  farther  notice  of  the  bufincfs  in  Parliament  uiincct 
If  not,  he  pledged  himfclf  to  bring  it  forward  again,  (hould 
found  chat  none  more  ade(|uate  to  the  talk  was  tncltned  to  i 
take  it ;  but  he  now  conceived  it  proper  to  "  move  for  lea 
withdraw  his  motion." — Leave  granted. 

7iufday,  22nd March. 

Mr.  LECHNfERE  obferved,  that  he  had  lately  fome  cc 
fttion  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcafury  on  the  fubjeiJl  c 
moii'jn  with  which  he  fliould  have  concluded  what  he  had 
to-day  in  the  Houfe.  That  gentleman  had  bdiavcd  with  co 
iTibie  candour  and  liberality  to  him.  He  was  perfuaded  that 
ever  might  be  thought  by  fome  pcrfons,  there  were  confidi 
quanliiics  of  isjm  exported  even  now  to  the  enemy  under  v; 
precences.  It  was  liis  objefl  to  prevent,  if  poflible,  the  coi 
anceof  fuch  illicit  praflices,  and  thereby  torclie\*e  the  indul 
poor  of  this  country  ;  for  which  purpofe  it  was  nccelfaiy.  for  h 
call  on  the  Houfe  to  examine  the  exportation  of  com  from 
country,  in  the  courfe  of  two  years  of  the  American  wai 
years  1776  and  1777,  and  two  of  the  years  of  thcprefcii 
happy  contcfl,  the  years  1794  and  1795,  to  compare  the  e 
tJtions  with  each  other,  and  then  they  would  fee  that  there 
have  been  a  great  deal  of  the  illicit  traffic  of  which  he  compl: 
He  {hould  hereafter  have  fome  farther  obfervations  to  make 
Ihis  fubjetfJ.  He  (hould  now  only  move,  *'  That  there  b 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  corn  exported 
Great  Britain  In  the  years  1776  and  I777»  and  the  years 
and  t795,  diftinguifhing  each  year,  and  the  ports  from  w 
the  fame  were  exported,  and  the  quantities  exported  from 
port." 

Mr.  LONG  £ud,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the  motion  ttfclf 
he  (hould  have  a  great  objei51ion  to  the  ground  on  which  th' 
nourable  gentleman  dated  the  neceffity  of  it ;  for  that  gi 
there  was  no  foundation.  A  very  little  of  the  exportation  of ' 
the  honourable  gentleman  comfdaincd  had  taken  place.      H 
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there  had  not  actually  b«n  any,  but  he  was  wdl  atTurcd 
he  hett  pofTible  informaiion,  from  the  lUfFcrcnt  pons,  tha 
ition  had  been  but  very  litde  indeed.  He  fiiid  this  bccaufi 
lid  be  very  forty  an  idea  (hoiild  go  forth  that  much  corn  ha< 
tporccd  from  this  countn'.  The  fail  was  othcrwifc  ;  he  hat 
:£tion  to  the  motion  of  the  hunoi^rablc  gentleman.  The  mo- 
is  then  put  and  carried.     , 

Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  tt 
to  farther  confidcrailon  the  report  of  the  Committee  «n  tlu 
allovving  certain  additional  duties  on  legacies,  &c.  Thcordci 
ead,  he  moved  that  the  Houfc  do  nOw  take  the  report  intt 
confideraiion. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  it  was  with  great  reluc- 
>c  rofc  to  oppofc  a  tax  for  the  public  fervicc  at  a  time  uher 
ody  knew  that  taxes  were  fu  much  wanted,  but  he  fell  him^ 
lied  upon  by  his  duty  to  do  To.-  He  felt  objcciions  to  ihli 
hich,  to  his  mind,  were  infurmountable.  What  impteflior 
lid  be  able  to  niakc  on  the  Houfe  he  could  not  tcl).  H> 
endeavour  to  do  his  duty  witti  firmncfs.  Firf^,  then,  h( 
,y  be  obje^ed  to  this  tax  on  account  of  the  inquifuorial  par 

Very  unplcafant  fenfations  muft  be  felt  by  any  man  whc 
d,  that  by  this  bill,  (hould  it  pafs  into  a  law,  an  exai!^  aC' 
if  his  etrcumJIaneet  in  life  might  become  the  convcrfatior 
lufemcnt  of  the  loungers  of  a  common  coffee  -  houfe.  —  Foi 
emmenl  Ihould  not  be  fatisficd  by  the  account  given  in  b} 
■utor,  there  was  to  be  an  inquilitorial  power,  in  order  u 
It  the  whole  of  his  accounts,  to  open  his  books,  to  pry  intt 
ets  of  his  trade,  and  to  inveftigate  tlic  ftatemcnt  of  his  cir 
■ices,  by  which  means  ever)'  thing  belonging  to  a  man's  con- 
vould  be  liable  to  public  expofurc.  This  was  a  hardfnip  t( 
:xttnt,  and  entirely  new  in  this  country.  There  might  bi 
ircumftances  which  a  man  might  very  f.iirly  and  very  pru- 
wilh  to  conceal,  even  from  his  partner  in  trade  ^  but  by  t*-h 
:ry  thing  was  to  be  expofcd  to  the  public  at  large.  Thi: 
fubjcdl  all  defcriptions  of  men,  paiiituiarly  commercia. 
o  the  moft  ferious  inconveniertcies.  i 

tielievcd  that  all  tlie  <4)je6ions  to  which  this  bill  was  liable 
:  yet  properly  been  prcfcnted  to  the  minds  of  the  public , 
ley  Oiould,  he  was  confident  the  tax  would  be  a  very  unpo 
ne.  It  was  a  tax  on  the  bounty  of  a  man  to  a  wdl-tria 
iTOvcd  friend  or  domcliic,  and  that  to  the  great  amount  o: 
cent.     This  was  intolerable.     There  was  adcfciipiion  o 

not  acknowledged  by  the  law,  for  whom  a  man  might,  vcii 
a  Y   2 
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properly,  hwe  a  tender  affc^cn,  who  would  feel  fevere 
efTcfls  of  this  bill :  He  meant  lU^timate  children.  By  tt 
they  were  put  upon  a  footing  with  abfolute  ftrengers  to  the  p 
fix  per  cent,  was  laid  as  a  duty  upon  every  thing  that  a  parent 
leave  to  them.  The  bill  ftatcd  whjt  was  to  be  done  by  tlv* 
Aiall  take  upon  them  the  Iwrden  of  executors,  a  burden  it 
be  with  a  vengeance  if  this  till  paffcd.  None  but  an  ai 
would  be  qualllied  to  be  an  cxccutur  ;  and  no  one  iliould  \ 
to  become  an  executor  iviihout  an  attorney  at  his  elbow, 
was  another  obfcrvation  which  he  could  mrt  help  nial:ing, 
was,  that  he  did  not  like  the  mode  which  had  been  adop 
carrying  on  this  plan  for  a  tax.  The  original  plan  had  hcr.n 
ed  ;  the  landed  property  into  one  bill,  the  pcrfonal  propcrt 
another.  He  wifhed  them  both  to  come  together,  that  the 
might  fairly  fee  the  extent  to  which  this  was  to  be  carried, 
believed  indeed,  that  when  the  landed  property  bill  (hould  be  h 
forward,  the  oppofitlon  to  it  would  be  fo  great,  that  tht  M 
would  be  compelled  to  abandon  it.  Having  faid  fo  much  as 
fituation  of  natural  children,  he  mud  novr  afk,  what  was  eo 
fituation  of  uncles,  aunts,  nephews,  nieces,  brothers,  and  ( 
They  muft  all  pay  their  proportion  of  the  tut  for  every  thii 
to  them.  This  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  alarming  plan  ol 
lion,  and  he  was  ferry  to  obferve  tlie  Houfe  fo  inattentive 
efltftoflt.  Gentlemen,  if  they  faw  the  tnifchief  in  the  lig 
he  did,  would  not  reft  upon  their  arms  as  they  feemed  to  do, 
would  venture  to  foretel,  that  when  this  bill  came  to  be  uiwh 
by  the  public,  there  would  be  a  terrible  outcry  againft  it. 
wifhcd  the  Minifter  had  made  this  meafiire  general,  that  the 
might  fee  to  wliat  they  were  in  reality  giving  their  confent 
they  entertained  this  bill  ;  for  if  this  paifed,  fomething  mc 
tcnfive  upon  the  fame  plan  might  folloiv,  and  he  knew  not 
we  were  to  ftop.  He  wiihed  other  ^cnilcmcn  m<iTe  able  thar 
felf  to  wke  up  this  matter  ;  he  was  not  accufton)cd  much  to 
fpcaking,  and  could  not  deliver  his  feniimcnts  in  that  Houfe  ff 
and  without  cmbarraflincnt  as  he  might  in  private  with  his  ac 
tances;  but  this  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  fo  ofaje^ionable  t 
could  not  help  oppofing  It.  He  hoped  that  what  he  had  faid 
induce  other  gentlemen  to  adopt  the  fame  line  of  condufl.  A 
point  he  had  to  ftafe,  and  then  he  ftiould  conclude.  This 
tax  which  was  tooperatc  chiefly  upon  our  pofterity,  and  it  » 
that  account  neceflary  to  be  more  than  ordinarily  careful, 
incur  debts,  why  did  we  not  tax  ourfclves  f  The  debt  w< 
mutl  bp  paid  ;   but  he  vuuld  fay,  let  us  pay,  and  do  not 
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:r  fuch  loads  of  it  ro  thoCc  who  are  yet  unborn.  He  then 
I,  that  inftead  of  the  word  "  now,"  be  fubftituted  "  this  day 
[Withs." 

r.  RASHLEIGH  feconded  the  nmcndment.  Thecxpofure 
ptrty,  he  foid,  which  would  be  ncceflarily  confcquent  uport 
eration  of  tliis  bill,  would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  prejudicial 
ie.  The  Houfe  mtift  know  that  many  traders,  of  the  beft 
iter  and  the  faireft  intentions,  extended  their  fpccuUtions  in 
»  double  ot  triple  theit  capital ;  and  it  might  hurt  their  credit, 
lie  txa&  llatc  of  their  property  fhould  be  laid  open  to  th^ 
How  many  inconveniences  would  arifc,  he  would  aflt,  to 
the  dcbti  and  credits  of  a  foreign  Qorrcfpondcnce  f  It  was 
ly  ncceffary  for  him  to  ftate  th,it  they  would  be  endlcfs.  The 
ty  of  many  pcrfons  might  confift  of  cabinets  of  pictures,  &c. 

it  might  be  the  wifh  of  the  beft-i mentioned  men  not  to  have 
:d.  Whereas,  if  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Stamps  fhouM 
that  the  ptr^rictors  had  undervalued  this  fccret  property,  they 
power  of  invefligating  it.  He  conGdered  that  ^is  bill  would 
uce  litigation,  and  on  that  account  alone  he  would  oppofc  it, 
had  no  other  realun.     The  former  Ibges  of  this  bill   had 

in  very  thin  Houfcs  ;  if  it  palled  through  the  prcfcnt  ftagc, 
pcd  there  would  be  a  full  Houfc  on  the  third  reading,  and 
cntlcmcn  would  eXcrt  themlelvcs  to  oppole  a  bill  fiau^t  with 
rad  confcquences. 

■,  FOX  faid,  he  (hould  concur  in  the  motion  for  poDponing 
ill.  As  to  die  time,  perhaps,  he  might  diflfcr  from  the 
f  magillrate  who  made  the  motion.     With  refpedV  to  the  bill 

he  had  confidered  it  from  the  very  beginning  to  be  a  meafure 
ther  impradicablc  in  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  the  country.  He  did 
link  that  any  claufc  could  be  introduced  into  the  bill  which 
I  do  away  the  objcfllons  to  it,  for  thq  whole  principle  of  the 
as  radically  unjoft.  He  was  exceedingly  forry,  however,  that 
i  been  prevented  by  indifpolitlon  from  attending  when  the  bitt 
I  the  Committee,  and  examining  the  different  claufes  as  they 
propofcd,  for  he  now  profelTcd  himfelf  incapable  of  under- 
ng  them,  Objoflions,  however,  xx>  the  whole  bill  were  too 
JB  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Every  fpccies  of  commercial  property 
by  this  bill  be  laid  hold  of  and  cxpofed  by  Government.  He 
}ld  formerly  that  this  inconvenience  might  be  avoided.  Hii 
r  was,  "  diat  is  morally  impoflibie,"  for  the  very  idea  of 
ig  a  ma?  pay  a  profit  to  Government  for  his  property  ad 
m,  muft  neceJTarily  imply  that  the  value  of  that  property 
t»  afcenained.     This  mud  alfo  nccclTarily  make  public  tiM 
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ilue  of  all  Ac  bequefts  in  the  kingdom.  It  *as  not  neceffwy 
im  to  dilate  upon  this  fubjcd.  This  afccrtainmcnt  of  the  v 
F  every  thing  hereafter  to  be  bequeathed,  muft  ticccfTarily  dej 
pon  a  balance  between  debts  and  credits.  Now  there  tnight, 
icrc  muft  be  cafes,  in  whicii  this  fylVm  would  be  attended  i 
rcat  injuftice.  It  was  faid  ih^t  as  wc  cannot  ascertain  the  v; 
:  a  perfon's  propertj',  it  fhall  be  takm  according  to  the  pn 
(tcrwards  received.  The  Houli:  (hould  confidcr  the  tendenc 
lis  fyftcm.  There  muft  be  thus  annuilly  liiid  bcfure  Parlian 
ic  whole  fiatc  of  our  commercial  profperity  and  adverfity.  A  i 
lay  lofc  ujxjn  one  branch  and  gain  upon  anDtlicr ;  he  might  ha' 
irtner  in  the  one  cafe,  and  lie  might  be  concerned  alone  in 
thcr,  and  he  might  bcqucaih  a  legacy  to  the  partner  who  had 
I'ned  this  lofi ;  then  there  muft  bcadcduclionof  fixper  cent. 
F  fuch  bequeft.  This,  perhaps,  was  an  injuftice  which  was 
ilended,  but  it  was  an  evil  tliat  was  infepaiable  from  the  < 
atureof  the  bill,  and  therefore  could  not  be  avoided.  No« 
'ould  atk  bow  it  was  polTible  for  a  man  to  give  an  accoun 
nhrem  of  the  proBts  of  a'  trade  complicated  with  a  thoufand 
imftanccs  i  And  how  this  account  was  to  be  made  to  Govt 
lent  without  the  whole  of  the  drcumftances  of  that  trade  bi 
lade  known  to  the  public  ?  In  (hort,  made  known  to  every  i 
I  the  world  wlu>  fhoirid  chufe  to  inquire  into  them!  With  Fe| 
I  the  practicability  of  eftimating  the  value  of  property  under 
ill;  fu^iofe,  for  inftance,  a  ccmin  capital  be  left  between 
jrfons,  the  intcreft  of  which  only  was  to  be  enjoyed  by  one  : 
me.  Suppofe  it  fhould  go  to  the  uncle  in  the  titft  inftance, 
rother  in  the  fecond,  the  nephew  in  the  third,  until  the  *1 
^ital  be  made  abfolutely  in  die  fixth  perfun  in  fucccflion.  h 
)uU  the  claim  b*;  made  on  (he  part  of  Government  t  If  it 
id  upon  the  capital  in  the  firft  inftance,  it  muft.  reduce  the  v; 
■  the  intcreft  of  the  legacy  to  the  firft  annuitant,  while  a  calci 
Ml  muft  be  made  of  the  lives  of  the  other  parties,  which  cc 
:ver  be  [wwifcly  determined,  on  account  of  various  accidents, 
ife  of  any  contii^ency  happening  to  the  lecond  or  third  annuii 
tcr  the  death  of  the  firft,  if  rcftituiioti  be  made  to  the  thirc 
urth,  what  reftitutiun  could  be  made  to  the  firft  annuitant  i 
nt  was  any  reftitution  provided  for  ?  Thcr«  were  many  oi 
>jc£f ions  lo  the  provifions  of  the  bill.  It  was  welt  obfervcd 
ic  worthy  magiftrate,  that  a  great  hardlhip  would  be  caft 
lildrcn  who  had  the  misfortune  to  he  of  ilicgitunatc  birth,  t 
as  this  to  be  managed  I  Was  there  to  be  a  power  tu  inftituti 
iqiury  into  the  Icgttunacj  of  the  cliiiidccii  ?     Was  dicre  tb  be 
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■y  into  the  legality  of  the  marriage  of  the  father,  or  the  gnnd- 
.  Had  Government  that  power?  If  thej-had,  what  a  fcenc  ' 
ifulion  and  intolcfable  vcxatiun  would  follow  from  the  excrc'ifti 
t  power?  If  this  bill  be  confciiied  to,  there  would  be  other 
of  the  fame  kind  brought  forward,  and  tio  good  argument 
then  be  found  to  oppofe  chem  ;  foradmittii^  the  principle  of 
1  be  juH,  he  could  not  fee  any  good  reafon  why  it  fliuuld  not 
tended,  fer  what  was  this  but  a  mere  fliift  tu  levy  a  duty  on 
■ccies  of  bequeathed  property  ?  If  this  fliould  fucceed,  he 
I  dare  to  fay  the  mode  wbuld  be  deemed  an  eligible  one.  He 
took  notice  of  property  in  the  funds.  There  was  indeed  a 
y  a£l  of  Parliament  which  (Tcciignized  the  prafUce  of  recurring 
IS  an  object  of  taxation.  But  he  did  not  think  that  ju(l  i  for 
we  funded  a  debt  wecontrafled  with  the  holder  of  it,  that 
3uld  enjoy  it  without  diminution  by  a  tax  while  he  lived,  ar>d 
c  (huuld  bequeath  it  to  his  poftcrity.  He  thought,  therefore, 
was  a  confidcrable  objection  to  th^t  mcafurc,  but  there  was  a 
deal  more  to  this.  He  thought  alfo  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
in  the  objection  of  die  worthy  magirtrate  about  not  bringing 
rd  the  other  bill  with  regard  to  the  tax  on  landed  property, 
iw  no  gdod  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  fcparated,  but  many 
hey  (hould  be  kept  together,  and  chiefly  that  the  Houfc  miglui 
le  real  extent  of  the  plan  upon  this  fubje<5l,  and  by  applying 
landed  property,  the  impraClicability  of  doing  any  thing  like 
:  in  the  execution  of  it  would  be  more  ftriking.  He  lamented, 
j,  that  the  Houfe  was  fo  indifTenitly  attended  i  but  that  was 
ig  which  he  had  reafon  to  lament  upon  fubjefts  of  greater 
:nt,  even  than  the  prcfent.  He  did  not  fee  any  neceffity  of 
jrti.ng  this  bill  for  four  months,  four  weeks  would  be  fufficlent 
e  Houfe  to  make-  up  its  mind  on  the  fubjc£t.  But  both  the 
(hould  be  debated  together,  and  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  paft 
b'ithout  knowing  whether  they  could  ever  pafs  the  other.  He 
lany  objcdtions  to  the  particular  provilionsof  the  bill,  but  they 
all  as  nothing  when  compared  to  his  objeilions  to  the  general 
iple  of  theiiill.  The  idea  of  an  01/ Wsr^m  eflSmate  of  tax^ 
3n  a  nun's  property  was  repugnant  to  fcnfe  and  juftice  in  any 
ly,  but  particularly  in  fuch  a  State  as  ours,  where  it  was  inv- 
>le  to  calculate  die  inconveniences  to  which  it  would  givebtrth. 
g^t,  fcv  aught  any  man  coidd  fay  to  the  contrary,  endanger 
the  vety  cxilletKc  of  our  commerce.  Indeed,  he  wondered 
he  Houfc,  which  had  in  it  fo  many  men  well  acquainted  with 
ature  of  commerce,  felt  fo  eafy  under  a  meafure  lb  alarming  as 
Feeling  fo  many  objeiUon*  as  he  did  to  this  tu,  -•ind  with* 
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people  to  underftand  its  nature  better  thin  he  bctieVed 
tdcnt,  he  Ihould  at  all  events  vote  for  iumc  delay  U 
He,  indeed,  was.  confident  that  %  (enfe  of  his  duty 
vould  cmnmand  liim  to  vote  for  the  rejcdlion  of  th 
ET.  He  Ihould  now,  however,  only  dcfire  that  ttu 
)c  delayed  until  the  other  bill  for  taxing  landed  pn 
X  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (aid,  in  leply  to  Mr. 
re  was  not  a  nccctTaiy  connexion  between  the  two 
t  therefore  there  was  no  reafon  for  poftpontng  the  or 
othtT  was  difcufTed.  The  principle  ofbolh  was  a 
Led  in  the  ai5^  impofing  a  duty  on  legacies  of  los.  pei 
Ic  legacies  is  above  tool,  and  of  +os.  per  cent,  wl 

400I.  It  had  been  argued  that  the  bill  was  inipoliti 
t  wept  to  lay  open  the  (late  of  private  property.  Sue 
ions  were  fan£)ioiied  by  the  laws  in  Jamaica,  and  thcr 
n  produAivc  of  no  bad  cife^.  But  opon  the  provift 
fent  bill,  there  was  no  neceflity  for  any  fuch  imtfti] 
jlace,  becaufc  it  would  be  alwajs  in  the  power  of  an  < 
void  it  by  propofmg  a  compofltion.  He  defended  tlw 
:ion  propofed  in  the  bill,  bcc'aufe  it  took  nothing  froi 
Jnjcymcnt  of  any  perfon  upon  whom  it  operated, 
ng  perfons  to  a  vexatious  inquiry,  he  faw  no  part  of  tl 
d  that  cfTci^,  and  he  was  at  a  loCs  where  the  bono 
lan  could  find  fuch  a  claufc.  He  owned  that  the  c 
latc  children  was  forocwhat  hard,  but  it  would  be  imp 
e  an  exception  in  their  favour.  Bcfidcs,  it  would  be 
if  the  father  to  make  provifion  for  the  payment  of  ti 
jng  an  additional  allowance  to  his  natural  child.  Hi 
with  juflifying  the  tax,  as  merely  an  extended  operat 
les  that  were  already  recngnlzKlr  and  which  would 
upon  the  country  as  any  that  could  be  propofed. 

GREY  acknowledged  that  he  thought  U  difficult  ^ 
ixesj  and  more  efpccially  at  tliis  time,  when  the 
« fo  grievoufly  oppretTcd,  and  all  addltlurul  icfourtcs: 
ed;  but  of  all  taxes,  howevcf  objcSionablc  in  gener 
if  none  more  fo  than  the  prcfcnt,  though  it  appeared  t 
c  objc<5tions  would  come  with  greater  force  and"pr«:l 
her  confidcration  of  die  prefent  bill  were  poAponcd  un 
ime  before  the  Houfc.  In  regard  to  what  had  palibd  < 
'ent  difcuflioif,  he  obferved,  that  the  honourable  and  li 
un  had  Itated  it  to  be  impofSble  to  except  illcgitimati 

He  Ibou^t  b  (00,  and  he  moreover  thought  that.d 
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operate  as  a  confiderable  h^rdfhip  upon  thofe  peribns  v/h 
1  not  illegitimate  themfclves,  derived  their  cxiftcnce  from  ; 
mate  fonrcc,  as  they  wuiild  be  llrangers  in  blood,  and  I 
iable  to  incur  the  whole  expcncc.  Another  of  his  objcSions 
U  was  the  lame  3S  that  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Kg 
ird  to  the  Tlifcovery  of  private  afiairs-  The  honourable  ai 
i  genilcman  hadjufUtied  this  pari  of  the  bill  upon  the  examp 
naica.  Now  whatever  might  be  the  policy  of  Jamaica, 
ways  been  contended  here,  that  to  oblige  any  perfon  to  ma] 
very  of  his  private  concerns  would  be  moft  fatal  to  the  con 
I  credit  of  the  country,  [n  the  earlier  part  of  his  fpecc 
nourablc  and  learned  gentleman  concealed  this  efTeift  of  tl 
y  Rating  that  it  would  not  be  neccflary  to  make  this  difcovcii 
fr.   Grey  thought  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  prove 

the  provilions  of  the  bill.  To  dcmcmftratc  this,  he  bt^ 
I  contider  in  the  firfi  place  how  the  duty  was  to  be  leviei 

to  be  levied  under  the  fuperintcndance  of  the  Commillione 

Stamps  by  perfons  appointed  by  them,  who  were  to  tran 
I  account  of  the  property,  which  was  afterwards  to  be  rcgifte 
d  kept  al}^abetically  in  the  books,  fo  that  Government  mig 
:  any  time  to  the  books,  and  immediately  fee  the  amount 
rfon's  property.  Therefore,  whether  it  might  be  politic  i 
:a  (»-  not,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  guarded  agatnll  in  th 
f.  The  next  objeftion  was  againt^  the  manner  in  whi< 
ty  was  to  be  levied.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentlcm; 
id  that  it  would  be  levied  in  the  leaft  oppreffive  manner,  b 
it  would  not  take  from  the  atlual  enjoyments  of  any  on 
iFered  from  him  in  opinion,  becaufc  in  this  country  of  con 
I  where  large  capitals  were  embarked,  the  fubtradtionof  tl 
rould  be  a  material  confideration.  What,  if  two  or  thn 
ral  fuccelTions  were  fucceflively  to  take  place  in  a  fhort  pent 
c,  would  not  the  fubtradiun  of  6  per  cent,  or,  at  the  lowt 
ition,  2  or  zi  per  cent,  upon  any  capital,  make  a  lieavy  in 
n  I  Certainly  it  would,  and  therefore  upon  that  principle  I 
:d  to  the  bill.  There  were  fofne  things  which  his  right  honow 
riend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  advan(x:d,  that  he  did  not  think  h: 
atisfa.i£lorily  anfwered.  One  of  them  was,  that  people  wou 
jeft  to  a  vexatious  fort  of  inquiry  at  repeated  periods.  Tl 
rablc  and  learned  gentleman  exprefTed  himfelf  furprifed 
Uid  faid  he  was  unable  to  define  what  part  of  the  bill  ^ 
rable  friend  alluded  to.  It  was  in  that  part  of  the  bill  whe 
k  in  the  8th  page  cnaSi  tliat,  if  no  fpecific  legacy  is  left 
TcdKon,  but  the  profits  from  time  to  time  in  any  concci 
i.  XLV.  a  Z 


at  the  duty  ftuU  then  attach  upon  them.  Mr.  Grey  faid  th: 
light  not  perfcflly  have  nnderftood  the  claufc,  but  he  though 
ftance  of  a  (hare  in  a  banking-houfc  which  his  right  honuu 
iend  had  alluded  to,  came  precifcly  under  the  claurc.  If  the  b( 
■astobepaidoutof  thefum  orfumsof  money  arifing  as  profits 
ic  concern,  he  alked  how  it  was  to  be  applied  but  by  a  petio 
iquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  firm,  or  by  what  was  tantamount  i 
voluntarj'  declaration  r  His  honourahli;  friend  had  alfo  obji 
)  anotlier  part  of  the  bill,  upon  which  his  ohjciflion  had  not 
nfwcrcd  with  any  fatisfadlion.  It  was  that  part  of  it  where  pe 
qual  in  rclationfhip  to  the  tcllator,  are  not  made  equal  in  the 
f  duty.  He  objected  alfu  to  that  part  of  it  where  the  propei 
;ft  as  an  annuity  to  different  pcribns  in  fuccelTion  ;  becaufe  i 
cared  to  him  that  the  duty  upon  all  rh;e  legacies  was  to  be  Ii 
t  once,  wliich,  if  taken  for  fix  lives  from  the  capital,  \\ 
:duce  it  fo  much  as  materially  to  aff(?fl  the  firft  annuitant.  Am 
tiing  in  regard  to  contingencies  required  explanation.  If  a  p 
aid  the  whole  tax  at  once  from  the  capital  upon  the  legacies  i 
jcceeding  inheritors,  he  underllood  that  although  he  had  doi 
n  the  arrival  of  a  contingency,  reflitution  was  to  be  made  ;  j 
id  not  appear  to  him  thai  any  provifion  had  been  made  for  re 
ion,  nor  was  it  altogether  jurt,  fincc  the  demand  would  be  i 
ipon  the  tirft  annuitant,  whereby  the  capital  would  be  dimini 
nd  the  coniingcncy  might  not  arrive  till  after  his  death.  This 
1  his  view  of  the  fubjefl,  the  mod  difficult  part  of  the  bill,  th 
lis  general  objcdion  was  to  tlic  publication  of  property,  to  v 
lie  whole  of  the  bill  tended.  He  did  not  wilh  to  fay  any 
ipon  the  other  bill  at  prufcnt,  but  he  wifhed  tlicy  could  both 
omc  at  the  fame  time  under  con  fide  ration.  The  honourable 
earned  gentleman  faid  that  they  ought  to  be  divided,  beaufi 
irovifions  were  different,  though  the  principle  was  the  fame 
bought  that  if  the  principle  was  the  fame  they  ought  to  be  difc 
agcther.  The  fafl  was,  that  the  other  bill  was  neither  mor 
cfs  than  aland  tax,  levied  in  a  worfc  mode  than  the  tax  is  ul 
evied,  and  at  a  time  when  the  land  is  lefs  able  to  bear  it.  He  v 
he  fame  opinion  as  his  right  honourable  friend  too,  ihat  as  then 
10  firiking  ditliniflion  of  principle  between  the  immediate  heir, 
fic  next  pcrfon,  and  that  under  fandlion  of  this  tax,  a  tax 
mmediate  fucceffion  would  foon  after  take  place,  and  he  fa 
bjei^iun  to  it.  He  had  Aatcd  his  obJefHons,  perhaps  in  a  m: 
lot  fulled  to  theoccation,  and  (hoiild  vote  forpoftponlng  the  fa 
unlideration,  that  he  might  jud^c  better  of  it,  when  tb^  othc 
»nic  to  be  difi-utTed. 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  was  glad  to  hcnr  the  c 
ions  to  the  hill,  as  thty  afforded  an  oppoi-tunity  forcxplan: 
.'hich  would  be  fervice^ble  to  the  fubjc<£l  in  general,  and  to  th 
cut»ir  and  adminiftrariir  in  particular.  If  he  had  bt-en  a(kc 
lis  advice  before  the  frinting  of  the  prcfcnt  bill,  he  fliould  hav 
ifed  His  Majcfty's  Minifiers  to  ffJIow  up  the  aiSs  of  the  23c 
;9th  of  His  prcfcnt  Majcfty,  fince  it  was  necelTiry  to  knon 
i  uty  of  the  one  and  the  obligation  of  the  other.  ITic  liifficultj 
u  rieterminc  whether  this  bill  was  a  parliamentary  folution,  01 
if  thofc  pcrplexiiics  which  had  puzzled  pr()fi.-flional  men  for  fi; 
cars  back  ?  and  he  thought  it  was.  The  firft  objcdion  was 
aufe  there  was  no  excCptiun  for  illegitimate  children.  Such 
jid,  hid  always  l»;en  the  cafe  with  fi:rmer  ai3s  uf  parliament, 
ic  conceived  it  proper,  both  on  the  principles  of  morality  and  ■ 
tie  policy  of  legiflation.  This  n&,  however,  was  lenient,  in  t 
'arifon  with  other, afls  of  parliament;  for  if  the  tedator  ftatci 
-gatce  to  be  his  child,  although  iUe^itimate,  he  would  enjoj 
xception  made  in  favour  of  the  lineal  dcfccnt,  whicli  was  nni 
afe  as  the  laws  now  ftood.  If  the  teflamr  died  inicftate,  thei 
ccd,  as  now,  the  claim  of  the  iUegiiimatc  fucccflion  Itood  foi 
hing,  and  confequcnily  the  objection  did  nt.t  appear  well  foun 
fhey  whooppofe  the  prcfcnt  bill,  muft  repeal  the  whole  of  the 
s  they  now  ftand,  if  they  did  nor  admit  the  prnpofid  regulatic 
ic  an  improvement.  He  had  often  been  put  under  the  torture 
he  inexplicability  of  former  a£ls.  If  the  executor  afked  the  I 
ee  for  a  receipt,  on  the  payment  of  the  li^cy,  the  legatee  it 
cfufe,  bceaufe  he  was  to  pay  a  lax,  urging  as  a  plea,  that  he 
ras  to  pay  money,  ought  not  to  give  a  receipt.  The  executom 
iien  fay,  that  unlcfs  a  receipt  was  given,  he  would  refufe  to  pa; 
^cy,  and  the  general  confequence  was,  that  nn  one  fide  01 
ther  an  a^ion  enfued,  upon  which  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
idc.  Now  this  was  all  adjufted  hy  the  prefent  bill,  which  i 
tiat  a  receipt  fliall  be  given  by  the  legatee.  The  next  que; 
J  be  confidered,  as  the  laws  now  fland,  was— What  was  a  leg; 
t  had  often  been  contended,  diat  an  annuit)'  was  not  a  legacy, 
refidue  was  not  a  legacy,  that  a  leafe  was  iKit  a  legacy,  or  ll 
equcll,  compounded  of  many  things,  was  not  a  legacy.  Yet; 
wmer  afls,  a  duty  was  levied  upon  the  refidue  of  the  inteflate" 
ites.  Again,  he  obfervcd,  that  as  the  laws  now  flood,  there 
ardly  a  pofiible  cafe,  in  which,  if  any  litigation  happened, 
ouks  and  private  concerns  of  individuals  might  not  be  cxami 
nd  inftanced  the  cafe  of  a  bankrupt  in  particular.  Another  circ 
ance,  as  die  laws  now  llood,  was,  that  if  the  tcflator,  dying  tcl 
2Z  2 
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1  relidue  of  his  cfbtcs  to  A.  B.  no  nun  could  fay  that  it  ' 
cy,  while,  if  he  died  inteftatc,  the  cafe  was  altered.  A 
e  were  difficuUies  of  other  forts.  An  indeterminable  qU' 
refcnt  was,  whether  an  annuity  was  a  Icgacyj  He  was  o 
1  that  it  was -an  annual  legacy  ;  and,  as  &ch,  that  receipts  < 
e  required  from  year  to  year.  N6w  the  prefent  bill  fettled 
was  moreover  very  lenient  with  refpcdl  to  the  legatee  at  the 
:;  for  it  took  a  duty  only  for  four  years,  and,  if  the  1( 
ild  die  in  that  interim,  a  rcAicution  was  to-fac  made  of  t) 
nder.  In  reply  to  the  obfer^-ations  upon  collateral  inherit 
innuitics,  he  remarked,  that  if  a  legacy,  to  be  given  to  A. 
remainder  to  B.  and,  after  his  dcceafc,  the  legacy  to  be 
dute  to  C.  you  muft  conlidcr  the  truflees  as  legatees,  ar 
f  attaches  upon  the  capital.  Theri-fore,  all  pay  thcJr  du( 
ion,  and  all  fulTer  in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the  c 
heir  exaifl  ratio,  which  is  not  the  cafe  as  the  laws  now  f 
the  receipt  muft  be  given  in  the  moft  remote  degree  of  rel; 
» for  all,  and  confequently  every  legatee  endures  a  grcatei 
ere  were  fome  cafes  of  legacies,  he  admitted,  which  came 
lefci^ptton.  Of  this  clafs  was  that  left  to  any  pcribn  for  i 
teftator  had  a  regard,  but  left  in  the  hands  of  a  coilfid 
tee,  to  be  optionally  adminiftcred,  according  to  the  cond 
legatee.  Such  fums  would  of  courfe  be  fupplied  fmm  ti 
e,  and  vary  in  their  amount,  and  therefore  the  payment  c 
f  mud  attach  upon  the  a<5^ual  capital.  It  applied  no  mt 
profits  on  a  capital  in  trade  ;  for  there  alfo  it  was  laid  upi 
ital,  and  not  upon  the  profits.  Here  then  it  was  plair 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Grey)  had  miftakcn  the  natt 
bill.  But  where  the  teftator  has  no  ftiare  in  the  capital 
es  a  legacy  in  a  ftiare  of  the  profits,  the  duty  muft  depe 
good  will  of  the  legatee.  He  reviewed  the  fevcral  afls  ol 
wnt  relating  to  legacies,  which  were  paffed  in  1780,  1781 
Jg,  which  he  found  very  dcfedive,  yet  every  one  of  then 
ted  the  inrpcflion  of  private  concerns ;  and  fuppoHng  n< 
fe  a£tt  had  pafted,  he  faid,  he  ftiould  be  glad  to  know  how 
■s  there  were,  in  which  an  individual  was  not  liable  to  be 
cd  by  law  to  make  a  full  difclofure  of  the  ftatc  of  his  af 
VM  true,  and  the  fentiment  had  been  ai9ed  upon  judlciallj 
as  waved  upon  the  principle  of  refpcS  to  the  commercial 
ihc  country;  but  he  knew  of  no  inftance  of  fuccefTion  wl 
;ht  not  be  demanded,  except  where  a  fingle  pcrfon  takes  thi 
y  of  the  teftator.  This  bill,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  fi 
iravidc  for  the  cafe  and  convenience  of  executors,  by  obi 
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|)d  iiK^nvcaifncies  :  he  was  pcrfuaHcd  It  would  be  acceptabfe 
tic  country)  and  he  thought  that  it  _had  already  jcpelvcd  fonjc 
nony  from  the  public,  when  (ic  faw  the  Banner  in.  which  it 
attended  that  night. 

Ir.  FRANCIS  d)ferved,  that  a  finglc  aflcttion,  ina_de  by  the 
led  gentleman,  and  his  cartdid  declaratioa,  that  the  exil^ir^ 
,  to  which  he  adverted,  created  great  embarraflments  and  dif- 
ICC  of  legal  opinion,  was  a  circuvif^ance  Sufficient  alone  to  argp 
to  give  a  vote  for  the  amendnient.  If  it  was  true,  as  l^te^ 
the  exiting  laws  originated  from  great  legal  authorities,  what  kC-  " 
ICC  had  the  Houfe  that  the  prcfent  hiU  would  not  be  as  objecr 
ible,  and  as  produflivc  of  cmbarraffraents,  as  thofe  to  whic^ 
Iciirncd  gentleman  had  referred  ?  Mr.  Francis  faid,  if  hp 
;rflood  the  right  honourable  member  who  fpoke  lafl,  Icga^iet 
to  wives  and  children,  in  truft,  were  liable  to  be  taxed, 
'he  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  explained,  and  Ikid,  that  thr 
>Brable  member  mull  have  miflaken  his  meaning,  as  fucb 
not  the  cafe. 

/fr.  W.  SMITH  profefled  that  there  was  one  claufe  in  the  biU 
;h  llruck  him  forcibly,  as  extremely  obje£tionable.  This  wat 
claufe  refpcifiting  the  difclofure  of  commercial  property,  a  cir- 
ftaiKc  of  fuch  inconvenience,  that,  if  well  underftood  by  dw 
ic,  would  occalion  a  vccy  ferious  oppoGtion  to  any  fuch  mca- 
The  mercantile  world  were  totally  unaware  of  the  claufe ; 
this  was  a  fubflantiat  rcafon  why  time  Oiould  be  given  that  the 
might  be  fufficiently  and  fcrioully  confidered.  The  bill  luid 
le  out  of  the  Committee  amended,  on  the  21ft  of  Marcii,  and 
only  printed  on  the  24tb  ;  fo  far  certainly,  in  a  meafiire  of  fo 
:h  confequence,  there  was  fomcthing  like  precipitancy.  He 
ared  himfclf  by  no  means  an  enemy  to  the  general  mode  of 
ition,  with  refpcit  to  this  bill,  and  bis  oppolition  arofe  merely 
1  the  inconveniencies  that  muft  arifc  from  the  difclofure  of  com- 
cial  concerns.  For  inflance,  in  cafe  of  a  targe  commercial 
fe  becoming  refiduary  legatee  to  a  partner,  was  it  to  be  Icvic^ 
iflets,  or  was  it  to  come  Into  account  i  If  the  latter  was  the 
,  who  could  afcertain  the  length  of  time  during  which  it  might 
leceflary  fuch  accounts  ihould  ftand  open  ?  Here  the  great  difr 
Ity  arofe  ;  how  was  it  poffibic  for  the  CommifTioners  of  Stamp* 
ompel  a  difclofure  of  the  oficdis,  without  having  recourfe  to  « 
:ment  of  the  debts,  and  to  the  perfons  with  whom  fuch  huufe 
:fa£ted  buline&  i  Suppofe  the  remaining  parmcrs  were  to  fct  a 
le  on  the  property  themfdvcs,  would  the  Commiflioners  ttuft 
|te  YsllHtion,  iritbout  mitkjijg  &rther  inquiry  into  the  rt/iduutn^ 
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ic  was  convinced  they  would  not.  They  would  fay  it  ' 
rumhent  on  them  to  examine  farther ;  and  what  would  be 
ult  ?  They  would  appoint  an  appraifcr  inot  only  to  va 
roods,  but  the  book-debts  ;  he  is  to  have  a  right  to  exam 
:he  debts  due,  and  to  difcover  how  far  thefc  debts  were  Ij 
X  paid  or  not.  Was  not  the  confequcnce  then  obvious'^ 
lot  every  houfc,  with  whom  they  kept  an  account,  liable  to 
"pc^Hon  of  this  appraifer  r  For  inflancc,  if  they  faid  a  d' 
not  worth  more  than  i  5s.  which  he  inliiled  was  worth  20: 
:ertain  the  ki8i,  could  he  not  examine  the  books  and  the  ] 
jf  the  debtor  ?  This  was  a  grievous  objediion  ;  for  in  the 
[Vance,  the  Commifliontrs  of  Statnps,  their  appraifcr,  and  th 
miifioncrs  of  the  Land-Tax,  were  all  empowered  to  CKam 
the  ftatc  of  every  commercial  concern,  with  which  fiich  hi 
bufincfs.  If  a  legal  power  was  given  to  the  perfons  he  ha. 
Eioncd,  to  enter  into  the  piivate  ailairs  ;ind  examine  the  con 
concftrns  of  any  man,  tt  was  impolTible  to  fbrefee  where 
unjullifiable  abufc  would  terminate.  This  was  an  ohjedlior 
mind,  of  fuch  fcrious  weight  and  magnitude,  as  Ihould  inc 
Houfc  to  poftponc  the  rq>ort  for  future  confidcration. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHEQJJER  faid,  t\ 
(o  much  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjeft,  he  fhould  ret)  facisfii 
the  defence  that  had  been  made  of  the  meafure  by  his  hor 
and  learned  friends,  and  (hould  only  detain  the  Houfc  fc 
minutes,  in  reply  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpol 
There  was  only  one  finglc  point  to  which  he  (hould  prcvio 
vert.  In  the  courfc  of  the  debate  the  argument  had  been  n 
that  if  the  Houfe  fhould  agree  to  the  tax  on  collateral  fui 
they  would  cf^blifh  the  principle  by  which  a  tax,  might  ai 
direct  fucccflion.  Now  he  would  contend  that  the  princ; 
entirely  different.  The  prefent  tax  applied  very  fairly  i 
cafes  where  the  cxpc(?lation  was  remote,  or  no  legal  claim 
How  little  was  this  argument,  that  the  principle  of  the  prcf 
if  admitted,  would  attach  alfo  on  direit  fucccflion,  confifte 
the  idea  thrown  out  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  with 
to  illegitimate  children.  They  thought  the  cafe  of  illcj 
children  diflinA  from  that  of  llrangers,  that  they  flood  in 
intimate  relation  to  the  tcflator,  and  that  it  was  extreme 
that  in  the  prefent  bill  they  fhould  come  under  the  fame 
tion  as  ftrangcra.  Yet  illegitimate  children  tlsod,  in  the  c 
tion  of  the  law,  as  abfolutc  (Irangcrs,  and,  except  an  expref 
(ion  was  made  for  them,  were  not  entitled  to  claim  an 
Yet  day  who  affedcd  to  complain  -of  the  hardfhipin  this  i 


afGrmed,  that  in  the  prcfcnt  meafure  there  was  no  diftindlon  of 
principle  from  [he  cafe  of  the  immctKatc  ru<:cefriQn  of  legitimate 
children.  1'hc  honourable  gentleman  contended,  as  an  incon- 
venience in  the  operation  of  the  bill,  that  the  difclofurc  of  what  re- 
bted  to  property  would  be  put  entirely  at  the  plcaiiirc  of  the  Com- 
miiHoners  of  Stamps.  No  fuch  inconvenience  exilicd  by  ahy 
claufe  in  the  bill.  In  the  cafe  of  refiduary  legacies,  it  mul^  be  the 
immediate  afl  of  the. legatee  to  make  applieation,  in  the  firft  in- 
liance,  for  an  inveftigation  into  (he  amount  of  the  whole  property, 
to  which  he  became  eventually  entitled,  for  his  own  accommoda- 
tion. It  did  not  belong  to  the  executors  to  take  any  fuch  ftep-r— 
The  pcrfons  intcreftcd  were  only  obliged  to  pay  in  the  proportions 
of  the  tax  to  the  revenue,  as  the  property  bequeathed  to  them  be- 
came available.  If  they  dclired  an  inquiry  for  their  own  accom- 
mudation,  it  was  unfair  to  corFfphin  of  the  h^rdfhips  or  iruxinvc- 
nicnccs  of  the  inveftigation,  which  mui^  in  confequence  be  inAi- 
tutcd-  The  executors  were  not  entitled  to  a(k  for  any  fuch  in- 
quiry ;  the  Commifltoners  of  Stamps  were  only  empowered  to  con- 
cur in  it,  when  it  was  demanded  by  the  legatee.  If,  therefore, 
there  was  any  hardChip,  it  mujt  be  voluntary  \  nor  was  It  likely 
that  an  inquiry  would  be  demanded  in  titofe  cafes  where  the  details 
of  the  property  were  complicated,  and  wlierf  the  inveftigation 
would  be  attended  with  any  inconvenience.  He  faid,  that  tlis 
prcfcnt  bill  was  fo  hi  from  introducing  any  new  principle  of  iil- 
quiry,  that,  as  the  law  now  Hood,  the  fame  principle  exited  in 
fcveral  cafes  which  he  enumerated.  It  had  cxiftcd  for  a  long  fo 
rics  of  years ;  and  to  thofe  who  were  bell  acquainted  with  its  ope- 
rations he  appealed,  whether  it  was  attended  w  itii  any  of  thofe  fatal 
•onfequences  to  commerci^  credit,  which,  it  was  Itatcd,  would  rc- 
fult  from  the  prcfent  mcafure.  He  concluded,  that  if  fufficient 
•onddcration  had  not  been  given  to  the  bill,  at  leaf!  ample  oppor- 
tunity had  been  allowed  for  the  purpofe.  It  had  been  twice  com- 
mitted, and,  after  the  firA  commitment,  printed  with  the  amend- 
ments ;  the  only  inltancc  in  which  a  taK-bill  had  been  printed : 
fo  that  no  fault.  In  this  refpe^,  could  be  imputed  to  thufc  who  had 
brought  it  forward.  , 

The  quedion  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  read  tliis  day  foui 
months, 

Ayes,  i6;     Noes,  46. 
The  ori^nal  queflion  was  put  and  carried  ;  the  Report  read  ant 
Sgrecd  to ;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfda] 
next,   if  tben  cngrofTcd. 
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Briftol,  Liverpool  and  Lancaller,  which  were  all  fevenlly  agreed  to. 
The  Houfc  adjoumeij.  ' 

Monday,   i^h  Aprlh 

Mr.  FRANCIS  called  to  the  recoUcflion  of  the  Houfe,  a  ge- 
neral notice  he  had  given  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward,  in  con- 
fcqucnce  of  the  mifcarriageof  the  abolition  of  the  Have  tracJc,  amo- 
tion for  the  amelioration  of  the  (late  of  the  n^rocs  in  the  Weft-Indu 
iflands.  He  wifhed  now  to  make  that  nodcc  fpccific,  and  if  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  bulinefs  of  Monday  next  (Wet  docks)  be 
fliould  (ix  upon  that  day. 

Agreed  to. 

General  SMITH  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  inquiring 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  for  the  erei5lion  of  bamcks( 
and  furnifhing  the  fame,  be  difcharged,  and  a  new  order  made  foi 
Friday  next. — Ordered. 

Mr-  MAINWAKING  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  A 
fubjed  of  the  utmoft  importance.  He  held  in  his  hand,  he  faid,  \^ 
petition,  (igned  by  a  very  conliderabic  number  of  perfons,  dcltgnat- 
ing  themfelves,  the  retail  cutting  butchers  of  the  city  of  London^ 
WcflminRer,  the  Borough  of  Southwaik,  and  places  adjacent,  who, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  fcarcity,  he  believed,  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  enhance  the  price  of  provilions,  but  who  n:)W 
folicited  the  honourable  Houfe  to  be  examined  at  (he  bar,  or  otiier- 
wife,  as  to  them  Ihuuld  feem  meet,  and  thereby  to  prove,  that  the 
high  price  of  butcher's  meat  was  imputf^le  to  the  jobbers,  foreftal- 
Icrs,  andcarcafe-butchers.  Thcpctition,  the  honourable  Member 
remarked,  was  of  that  grave  and  ferious  nature,  which  would  juf- 
dfy  him  in  moving,  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a  Selcifi  Committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  allegaiions  contained  in  it,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon  ;  but  a-i  gcniieinen,  viewing  it  in  the  fame  light  as 
he  did,  would,  no  doubt,  concur  in  wilhing  the  prayer  of  it  to  be 
acceded  to,  he  (hould  now  content  himfelf  with  fimply  moving,  that 
die  petition  be  brought  up  and  l^iid  upon  the  table. 

The  pctitiin  was  then  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Gcncial  SMITH,  in  purfuancc  of  notice  given,on  a  former  day, 
moved,  that  an  huinbl;  addrcfsbc  preftnted  toHia  Majefty,  hum- 
bly prayir^,  that  His  Majefly  will  be  gracioufly  picafcd  to  give  dl- 
reiEliotis,  thjt  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  coyrt- martial,  lately 
held  on  Jc*in  Fenton  Cawthorne,  Efq.  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
be  laid  upon  rhc  tJblc. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  mm.  cm.  and  the  addrels  was  onJereJ 
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to  be  prcfcnted  to  tKs  Majefty,  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  arc  IV 
of  the  Privy  Council. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tutjiof,   Slh  April. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reiding  of  a  bill  for 
to  His  Majefty  a  fax  on  It^acics,  conveyed  in  collateral  fu 
being  read,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ori  the  queftion  being  pur,  that  this  bill  do  pafs, 
'  Mr.  Atdcrtnan  NEWNHAM  faid,  that  it  was  difficult 
.  to  add  any  new  objciflions  to  thofe  which  had  been  alreac 
againd  the  bill.  There  was  one  circumftancc,  howcvn 
iie  fbigot  to  mention  in  the  difcuJTion  on  a  fortner  evening, 
the  prefent  bill  the  fame  property  might  be  fubjedled  to  the 
of  the  tax  two  or  three  times.;  as  When  epidemical  diftem 
vail  in  any  part  of  the  country,  or  in  the  conveyance  of  pr> 
"officers  in  the  army.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  tha 
ought  not  to  pafs  ;  if  it  did,  this  might  be  a  vciy  good  o 
live  in,  but  it  would  be  a  very  bad  country  to  die  in. 

Mr.  RASHLEIGH  wilhed  to  have  fome  explanation 
'  ticular  claufe  in  the  bill,  vhich  he  did  not  fully  underllan< 
General  SMITH  found  it  impofllble  to  give  his  affc 
prefent  bill,  under  any  amendment,  or  to  allow  it  to  pali 
entering  his  proteftagaiiid  its  principle,  and  all  its  provifi* 
was  convinced  that  forty  years  ^igo  the  country  would  havi 
ftrcnuous  in  its  refiftance  to  it,  that  the  MInifter  would  1; 
compelled  to  relinquifb  it.  He  be^cd  leave  to  remind  t 
■  that  the  Cyder  Excife  afl  was  fo  offenfive,  bccaiifc  it  cr 
pcrfons  a^ing  under  the  commiffioners  of  excife  to  ente 
houfes,  and  difclofe  the  fecrcts  of  families,  that  I^ 
was  afterwards  obliged  to  repeal  it ;  and  he  did  not  know 
eomminioncrs  of  tlamps  (hould  poflefs  this  authority  any  i 
the  commiflioncrs  of  excife.  When  the  principle  was 
mitted,  he  faw  no  end  to  the  extent  of  its  operations.  V 
ways  been  aceuflomcd  to  confider  private  fortunes  as  fai 
beyond  legijlativc  control,  but  the  prefent  bill  went  to  e 
fort  of  inquifiiion  over  the  property  of  individuals,  and, 
\*"hoIfe,  he  could  not  but  call  it  a  mofl  deteflable  tax. 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe  witfi  a 

vatlons,  cither  upon  the  principle  of  tlie  bill,  or  any  of  il 

thoi^h  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  the  principle  wa: 

.  up  to  its  full  extent,  it  would  put  an  end  to  that  commei 

'  pei^iyi  which,  impaired  as  it  at  prefent  was,  itiU  enabled 
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port  thoTe  burdem  to  which  we  wete  fubjcf^d.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  this  bill  wu  of  a  (imilar  nature  with  another  intended  to  bf 
brought  into  Parliamentt  propoting  a  coirerponding  tax  upon  land. 
What  he  meant  now  to  propofe,  was  to  poflponc  the  third  reading 
of  this  bill,  till  the  propriety  and  praflicability  of  the  other  was  dif- 
cuflicd — ^Thc  principle  of  both  was  allowed  to  be  the  fame  ;  but 
the  provifiotu  of  each,  from  their  naturci  mull  be  different.  AI7 
loMring  the  principle  to  be  jull,  if  the  provifions  of  the  other  bill 
were  Ibund^  Upon  dtfcufTion,  to  be  impra^icablc,  he  afkcd,  i^ 
what  lituation  the  Houfe  would  be  placed.  They  would  have 
fan£lioned  a  tax  upcm  perfonal  property,  which,  it  v/as  allowed, 
ought  equally  to  attach  upon  real  property  ;  but,  perhaps,  the  fax 
upon  real  property  might  be  found  to  be  impradltcable,  and  thea 
the  prefent  tax  would  incur  the  charge,  at  leal^,  of  being  partial. 
Upon  this  ground  he  propofed,  that  the  debate  (hould  be  adjourned 
till  this  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  could  fee  no  reafon  for  adjourning  the 
debate.  Heagrecd  with  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  princi- 
ples, that  if  this  bill  iMlTed,  the  tax  ought  alfo  to  extend  to  landed 
pr<q)crty.  But  though  the  other  (hould  prove  to  be  impradlicabl^ 
it  by  no  means  followed,  that  the  prefent  tax  was  not  allowable ; 
for  this  inference  alTumed  what  he  would  not  grant,  that  perfonal 
and  real  pn^rty  had  always  been  held  upon  the  fame  footing  by 
the  Legiflature.  The  principle  of  the  tax  upon  perfonal  property 
had  already  been  recognized  by  the  Leginature  for  the  lall  tliirtcen 
years,  in  the  AA  impoQng  a  certain  duty  upc«i  Legacies,  which 
was  paffcd  in  J783.  And  the  prefent  bill  was  njercly  following 
that  principle  which  had  been  formally  recognized,  that  perfonal 
property  is  a  fit  fubjcc)  for  taxation. 

Mr.  GREY,  in  reply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  de- 
nied that  the  principle  of  the  prefent  bill  had  ever  been  fam'Sioned 
by  the  Leginature.  No  tax  could  be  impofed,  as  had  been  ably 
fticwn  by  writers  upon  political  economy,  and  particularly  by  Dr. 
Adam  Smith,-  who  flood  defervedly  at  their  head,  without  violat- 
ing fome  principle  of  Government.  Tiie  principle  of  the  prefent 
bill  was  particularly  of  that  c(k&  ;  for  was  there  any  political  prin- 
ciple more  obvious  than  this,  that  every  tax  upon  the  capital  of  a 
country,  muft  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  commercial  interefU 
of  that  country  f  The  reafon  was  eafy  to  be  found,  becaufe  it 
tended  to  diminilh  the  fun  ul  produtflivc  labour,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce an  unprodufflive  fund.  The  former  Legacy  Tax  he  scknow- 
edgcd  to  be  departure,  to  a  certain  degree,  from  this  principle. 
But  though  th:  Legiflature,  in  tliis  inllance,  had  depancd  from 
3  A  2 
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Ais  priiK^i^c,  they  had  not  a&cA  coniraiy  to  it.  The  Lcga 
left  untouched  the  great  bulk  of  commercial  property,  and  ( 
tached  upon  thoTe  l^acics  which  might  eaiily  be  feparated  fi 
property,  whereas  the  prefent  tax  dire^ly  applied  to  the 
capital  of  (he  country,  and  entirely  violates  a  princf5dc  wh 
the  L^^  Tax,  was  only  departed  froio  to  a  certain  degree. 
jGrey  Ihevcd  that  the  nx  mi^t  be  repeatedly  levied  u[ 
feme  property  in  a  (ban  time,  and  that  upon  equal  prop, 
tax  would  operate  moft  unequally.  He  aflcrted  alfo,  rtiat  tl 
no  fccurity  agajnll  the  tax  being  extended  from  collateral  to 
diate  ^irs,  and  upon  thefc  grounds  he  would  vote  for  the 
ment  propofed  by  his  right  honourable  friend. 

The  Houfc  then  divided  upon  Mr.  Fox's  motion, 
Ayes  16 — Noes  64 — The  bill  was  then  paffed. 

The  Houfe  refolvcd  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  confii 
the  Lacefter  and  Worcefter  petitions  for  a  tax  upon  dog! 
Hobart  in  Ote  chair. 

Mr.  DENT  rc^c  purfuant  to  the  notice  which  he  hat 
topropofe  a  tax  upon  d<^,  arfd  entreated  the  indulgence 
Committee,  while  he  ftated  the  grounds  of  lys  motion, 
tax,  he  faid,  was  not  only  much  dclired,  but  was  becon 
lutely  necceflary.  •  Perhaps  this  was  the  firft  inftance 
country,  in  which  the  ptoplc  not  only  alked,  but  demar 
addition  to  their  burdens.  He  would  have  it  to  be  und 
that  it  was  the  chief  intention  of  the  well-wifhers  to  the  mc 
promote  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  poor.  And  he  w 
vineed,  that  if  it  was  carried  into  cffcdt,-  it  would  leffcn  tl 
Rates,  render  provifions  more  cheap  and  plcmifiil,  dimii 
inftances  of  the  hydrophobia,  and  at  the  fame  time  open 
coniidcrable  fource  of  revenue  to  the  public.  The  dimim 
the  confumption  of  flour,  oatmeal,  and  thofe  broken  viiSual 
come  from  the  tables  of  the  affluent,  and  which,  at  prcfi 
confumed  by  dogs,  in  great  quantities,  might  contribute 
in  the  prefent  period  of  fcarcity,  to  alleviate  the  didrelTe! 
poor.  According  to  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Hales,  and  Si 
Stewart,  an  increafe  of  population  was  always  the  effc&  ol 
of  provifions:  and  upon  .this  principle,  the  application 
quantity  of  food  which  is  at  prefent  confumed  by  dogs,  to 
of  the  poor,  "would  tend  to  augment  the  population  of  the  1 
— Thc'numbcrof  dogs  had  lately  increafed  fo  much,  th 
forded,  rrutter  of  fenous  alarm ;  fuch,  indeed,  was  the  i 
that  if  the  Bramins  might  be  faid  to  have  had  an  hofpiral  I 
England  might,  with  full  as  much  prt^rie^,  be  called  ^ 
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tal  for  dogs.     As  a  ground-woilc  of  the  tax,  be  would  firll  enda 

vour  to  find  out  the  number  of  dogs  in  the  countty,  cailculatir 

by  the  numberof  the  popuhtion.     He  fu^qxiled  that  the  populatic 

of  the  country  might  amount  to  ten  millions,  and  thefe  migl 

eompoTe  two  millionsof  families.    Allowing  a  dog  to  each  lamil; 

the  number  of  dogs  would  amount  to  two  millions  ;  but  fuppofii 

theqi    to  be  diminifhed  one  half  in    axifcqucnce  of    the    tai 

there  would  ftill  remain  one  million  of  di^s  in  the  kingdom.   Upc 

thefe  he  would  propofe  to  levy  a  tax  of  as.  6d.  a  head,  indifcr 

minately,  except  thofe  which  fcn-e  as  guides  to  blind  men,  whic 

would  produce  a  revenue  of  125,000!.     Mr.  Dent  proceeded  I 

ftate  from  documents  in  his  poflcfTion,   the  raviigcs  which  wci 

committed  by  dogs,  the  quantity  of  provilions  confumed  by  then 

and  tlic  increaling  evil  of  the  hydropliohia.     He  firft  mentioned 

recent  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Bany,  upon  the  Subject,  which,  he  fait 

contained  many  pointed  remarks,  applicable  to  the  prefcnt  qucOiot 

and  many  unanfwenibic  arguments  in  favour  of  the  propoTed  tix 

next  a  number  of  letters,  which  he  had  received,  to  (hew  that  fitc 

a  tax  was  not  onty  dcfirable  '^ut  necelTary  on  account  of  tbetr  dc 

fhu£)ion  of  cattle  ;  and  lafl  their  great  confumpdon  of  provifiont 

From'  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfaflions  of  fli 

Maiwheftcr  Society,  it  appeared,  that  there  were  fifteen  thou&r 

Ihecp  annually  dcftroycd  by  d<^.     He  fuppofed  the  number  to  I 

much  under-rated  in  jthis  Aatemcnt,   3nd  that  it  amounted  nearer  1 

fifty  thoufand.     He  had  a  letter,  informing  him,  that  in  a  fore 

in  Devonfhirc,  one  dog  had  killed  four  hundred  {heep,  and  h 

coirefpondcnt  added,  that  two  hundred  men,  with  as  many  dog 

had  gone  in  fearch  of  this  denrudivc  arrimal,  but  had  not  bet 

fible  to  find  him.     Antchcr  dog  had  been  feen  killing  Iheep, 

complaint  was  entered  againft  him  to  his  mailer,  who  exculpate 

his  dog  ;  he  was  afterwards  watched,  and  feen  killing  two  fhec] 

which  having  done,  he  went  and  wafhcd  himfelf  in  a  pond,  I 

that  there  were  no  marks  of  blood  upon  him— the  fa£l  was  tol 

to  his  matter,  who  agreed  ro  hang  him  up  for  a  few  minutes  t 

the  hind  legs,  in  order  to  put  his  guilt  or  innocence  to  the  teft,  ar 

from  the  quantity  of  blood  which   he  vomited,  he  was  declan 

guilty.     He  wi(hcd  the  Clianccllor  of  the  Exchequer  to  pay  pai 

licular  attention  to  thefe  fafls,  as  a  certain  dog  had  been  four 

kitlii^  {hccp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Holwood,  in  Kent,  nil 

the  right  honourable  (he  left  the  Houfe  to  fill  up  the  blank)  upc 

the  collar,  and  the  dog  was  fparcd  on  account  of  his  title.     Tl 

inftancc  of  hydrophobia  had  lately  increafed  to  a  Clocking  d^c 

fie  knew  that  in  one  week,  )n  the  couifc  of  laSC'  year,  no  fen 
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ft  thirty-three  ftHCorm,  inkUci  with  thai  diAtmper,  had 
tl  to  the  Manchcflcr  InGrmuy,  So  fat  he  called  on  the 
trity  of  the  Houfe  to  aiiopt  his  nudon,  and  he  tniClcd  thai  i 
jld  be  the  riKHC  inclined  to  dq  it  when  he  informed  them 
twitig  a  penny  per  day  for  the  fnod  of  one  million  of  dogs 
ounted  annually  to  3,000,000!.  which  was  700,000!.  n 
n  all  the  rates  for  the  aged  poor  of  the  country,  and  yet 
;  he  thoL^hl  could  be  kept  for  lefs  than  a  penny  per  day. 
«ttei  from  a  gentleman  at  Kingtlon  upon  Thames,  he  Icai 
X  Ihcep's  heads,  (beep's  hearts  and  plucks,  &c.  were  bought 
offal  in  that  vicinity  to  feed  dogs,  although  the  poor  were  gla 
'chafe  fuch  provifions,  and  from  his  inquiries  at  twenty  diffe 
ikcts  he  learned  that  in  London  pei^le  did  the  fame.  No\ 
>  credibly  infdrmed  that  a  (heep's  head,  with  the  heart 
ck,  &c.  would  fubfift  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  a  couple  of  t 
:n  for  two  days.  One  gentleman  he  had  heard  of,  who  1 
&ed  with  his  mealman  to  fupply  his  kennel  with  wheat 
ir,  oats,  and  meal,  at  800I.  per  annum.  This  might  ap 
be  exaggerated,  but  he  knew  a  gciileman  who  expended  4< 
r  aruiufn  on  the  lame  articles  for  his  dogs.  A  pack,  of 
inds  G*uld  rx>t  be  kept  for  lefs  than  i  oool.  1 5000I.  or  2o< 
r  .year^  .and  it  was  an  aUblute  &<5t,  that  after  a  long  chaft 
Uleman  rode  into  a  country  town  with  his  fbx-hounds  clam 
;  with  hunger,  and  every  baker's  (hop  in  the  town  was  ranlat 
bread  to  fatisfy  them.  Under  all  thefc  circumllances,  tb 
e,  he  hoped  that  the  Rcfolutions  which  he  meant  to  propof 
: 'Committee  would  not  be  rejciScd.  He  tlien  moved,  th 
:  of  half  a  crown  a  haad  upon  each  dog  fhould  be  impofed. 
He  faid  if  this  refolution  pnlfed  he  fhould  afterwards  movi 
Kher  tax  upon  unkennelled  hounds,  which  often  run  amoi^d 
jng  corn,  and  moreover  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchicf  in  the  ni 
:  mentioned  Ibme  initances  from  the  Reports  of  the  Boar 
;ri  culture. 

Colonel  STANLEY  fcconded  the  motion.  The  queflion 
;  put.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  dui 
1  fhillings  and  fix-pence  per  annum  be  impofed  on  dogs  of  e 
cription, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
rg  tinreafonablc  or  improper  in  laying  fomc  tax  on  dogs, 
refore  he  did  not  expe<^  to  hear  much  laid  againft  it.  Bui 
>mmittee,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  feel  it  neccffary  to  dr: 
e  of  dilliniaion  in  this  cafe.  They  would  feel  for  theowne 
ne  dogs,  particularly  poor  perfons.     It  was  clear  that  the 
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hould  not  keep  a  great  number  of  dogs ;  but  he  thou^t  iha 
vcre  many  indigent  perfons  to  whom  dogs  were  ufcful,  and  I 
vhofe  children  and  family  they  might  afford  fome  rational  amtrft 
nent.  Such  ought  to  be  didinguifhed  from  the  opulent ;  othenn' 
:he  tax  would  julVly  be  deemed  a  harih  one.  The  tax  itfelf  f 
bought  a  juH  one.  He  thought  alfe  that  the  befl  mode  o(  layiv 
>n  the  duty  would  be  to  charge  it  at  a  certain  Turn  for  esch  dog  p 
innum  on  thofe  who  keep  them,  and  he  fubmittcd  to  the  dm 
mittee,  whether  there  fhould  not  be  a  difference  in  the  charge  « 
ihofc  who  pay  afTefTed  taxes  and  the  poor  cotts^cr  ?  He  did  t* 
fay  that  if  dogs  be  taxed  that  any  perfons  flinuld  be  allowed  to  ka 
Jogs  without  payir^  for  them,  but  he  wiflicd  to  make  a  diftn^ 
between  the  man  in  eafy  circumftances  and  the  poor  man.  Th 
difHn^lion  he  Ihould  prt^xife  thus :  Three  Ihtllings  per  annum  A 
each  dog  that  (halt  be  kept  by  a  perfon  who  pays  any  alTcned  tsxc 
and  only  one  ihillii^  iar  each  dog  kept  by  all  thofe  who  do  not  pi 
aflefled  taxes.  He  did  not  fee  niiy  this  tax  would  beconfldcred  1 
intirely  a  paroAial  tax.  He  faw  no  rcafon  why  it  fhould  not,  !fl 
other  taxes,  be  appropriated  for  rfic  fervicc  of  rtie  State. — "H 
fhiOmg  tax  indeed  might  be  well  applied  intirely  to  parodiial  pw 
pofes,  becaiifc  it  was  to  be  paid  by  thofe  who  are  excufed  cettai 
rates  by  the  parifh,  and  on  that  account  more  eafily  colle^ed  undi 
a  parochial  regulation';  but  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  duty  ) 
fhould  propofe  to  be  brought  forward  for  public  pu^fcs.  The! 
dillinflions  might  all  of  them  be  canvaflcd  when  the  bill  Aiould  \ 
brought  before  a  Commitfee  of  Hie  whole  Houfe;  but  he  thougl 
it  feafonable  to  make  them  now,  becaufe  the  fulyecV  mi^t  thcrol 
be  bettcf  undcrflood  than  if  he  had  made  no  diflinflion  until  th&bi 
came  to  be  difcuflcd  in  a  Committee.  He  fhould  therefore  propci 
an  amendment  to  the  prcfent  rcfolut ion— That  inftcad  of  a  duty  i 
2S.  6d.  there  be  a  duty  of  3s.  on  each  dog,"  meaning  afterwards  1 
propofe  in  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  that  all  perfons  who  doi» 
pay  affeffcd  taxes  fliall  be  chained  only  the  duty  of  one  fhillii^  t 
each  di^. 

Mr.  BUXTON  thoughtthe  propofcd  tax  a  good  one,  but  «Di 
(idering  it  rather  a  regulation  of  pdice  than  any  thing  elfe,  m 
that  it  was  to  prevent  mifchief  from  too  great  a  number  of  dog 
inucfh  of  which  had  been  already  felt,  he  could  not  aflent  to  d 
dillindtion  of  the  Chancdlnr  of  the  Exchequer.  He  faw  no  rc^ 
•why  the  dogs' kept  by  the  poorftioiild  be  dtlHt^uifhcd  from  other 
If  a  poor  man  kept  a  dog,  and  received  relief  from  the  parifln,  tJ 
parifh  fupporicd  his  dog  as  well  as  himfelf.  He  faw  no  good  « 
fcn  why  a  poor  man  fhould  keep  a  dog,  he  faw  many  againft  it.- 
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;  OR  this  mcafurc  as  a  regulation  of  police,  and  a-  vcej 

was  ready  to  fupport  k»  but  the  MiniAer's  .ditUndlic 
It  fupport. 

WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  was  oriffnally  a  friend  f 
[e  could  not  approve  of  thai  fort  of  humanity  whict 
nourablc  friend  wifhed  to  extend  to  the  poor.  Tb 
tainly  not  for  the  purpofe  of  cxtradting  money  from 
;  and  it  was  certainty  humane  to  make  fuch  regulation 
nduce  them  to  curtail  their  expenccs,  by  not  liecping 
h  they  had  no  ufc.  Belicles,  it  would  operate  to  thei 
if  the  number  of  thofe  animals  was  curtailed.  He  w 
and  had  very  latisf^dtory  rcafons  to  believe,  thai 
obia  did  not  arife  in  the  many  inftanccs  Hated,  iron 
Tigned  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  There  was  fca 
ice,  where  it  occurred  among  the  higher  orders  of  the  < 
;  but  if  it  did  proceed  in  a  few  infbhces  from  the  i 
cd,  he  though  it  humane  to  remove,  as  much  as  poll 
;,  and  in  fo  doing,  it  was  extending  humani^  to  the  li 

fociety. 

LECHMERE  faid,  he  had  long  thought  that  a  mcafu 
i  was  wanted  in  this  country.  He  trufted  this  woul 
e  to  the  public  at  large,  and  particularly  to  the  poor  at 
ho  fuffcred  extreme  hardfhipa  on  account  of  great  fca 
(ions.  Not  only  meat,  but  other  provtlions  alfo  were 
)y  thcfc  animals,  fomc  of  whicli  were  entirely  ufelefs, 
:re  others,  which  were  not  only  ufeful,  but  ncccffary 

iTiouid  be  taxed  at  tl\e  loweit  rate  pofTible,  fuch,  for  inft: 
ged  to  the  labouring  man.  But  as  to  gentlemen  who 
if  fox  hounds,  he  thought  they  (bould  be  compelled  tc 

them  in  proportion  of  their  number.  He  thought 
iers,  pointers,  fetters,  and  all  other  dogs  which  were 
are  fliould  be  fubjcfled  to  the  tax  j  but  he  was  going  t 
which  he  (hould  be  execrated  by  fomc  part  of  the  fall 
Id — that  fhould  not  deter  liim  ;  therefore  he  would 
all  the  dogs  in  this  countrj',  thofe  he  wifhed  to  be  I 

were  ladies'  lap-Jogs ;  they  eat  the  meat  of  a  whole  fa 
It  was  a  difgrace  to  fee  the  manner  in  which  they 

B>  fee  an  athletic  fellow  fix  feet  high  in  a  gaudy  li 
ouple  of  lap-dogs  under  his  arms,  tbllowii^  a  lady  thr 

St.  James's  Park  for  a  whole  morning,  and  aitendin< 
ilh  fuch  worthlcfs  animals  to  be  fed  upon  every  luxu 
:".  If,  therefore,  any  meafurc  {hould  be  brought  for 
icfe  animals  highly  above  all  other  dogs,  it  fhould  ha\ 
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Sir  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  fclj,  he  originaUy  pro- 
>fcd  a  tax  on  dogs,  nnd  was  now  confcqucntly  called  upon  to.givc, 
ic  motion  his  decided  aflirmvivc.  The  people  univcrfally  prayed 
r  the  tax,  and  inftead  of  two  (hillings  and  fLxpence  a  dc^,  he  was 
'  opinion  that  it  fhoufd  be  a  crown.  He  did  not  believe  a  (ingle 
ig  would  be  executed  in  confequcnccof  thetax  ;  apd  if  the  Com- 
ittec  thought  tliere  nould,  he  is^s  then  of  opinion,  that  they 
lould  by  protefied  by  a  penalty  on  every  pcrfon  that  Oiould  execute 
s  faithful  companion.  In  Oxfordfhirc,  in  private  and  public, 
invcrfations,  he  had  heard  much  of  the  mifchiefs  which  were  occa- 
sncd  by  dogs,  and  in  one  village  heard  of  an  inflaiKe  when  a. 
an  of  gypfies  was  followed  by  lipoj/e  Comlts/us  amounting  to.  the 
jmber  of  fixteen.  When  he  was  a  boy,  there  was  a  pcrfon  who, 
nployed  a  whipper-in,  to  whip  the  dogs  out  of  the  church,  who 
id  the  impudence  to  bark  at  the  parfon,  and  interrupt,  divine 
orOiip.  It  was  befidps  well  known,  that,  in  the  adminiftration 
r  Lord  North,  a  dog  had  intruded  himfelf  into  the  Houfe,  and , 
irked  at  the  iwble  Lord  when  opening  the  national  budget :  on. 
iquiring  what  occafioned  the  difturbance,  the  anfwer  given  was,, 
lat  it  was  a  member  for  Barkfhire. 

Mr.  DENT  acqulefced  in  the  amendment  propofcd  by  the. 
linifter. 

The  rcfolution  originally  moved  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

The  amendment,  "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
lat  a  duty  not  exceeding  3s.  per  annum,  (hall  be  impofcd  on  each 
3g,  &c.  was  put  and  carried,. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc. 
1  account  of  all  corn  and  flour  imported  into  this  kingdom  in 
larch  la(t,  entitled  to  receive  bounties  on  importation,  fpccifyii^ 
ic  quttntities  and.  the  names  of  the  ports  inta  which  they  were  im- 
arted. 

Ordercd- 

Wedmjday,   (>th  April. 

At  four  o'clock  tlic  Speaker  counted  the  Houfc,  and  there  beinj 
ily  thirty-four  members  prefcnt,  the  Houfc  adjourned  till  to- 
lorrow. 

Thurfdaj,   "Jlh  Jpril. 

Lord  STOPFORD  communicated  His  Majcfly's  anfwer  to  the 
Idrcfs  of  the  Houfe,  for  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of' 
bloncl  Cawthorne,  informing  the  Houfe  that  he  would  give 
ircdtions  accordingly. 
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Mr.  PYBUS,  one  of  the  Lo*ds  of  tfie  Admlttttj',  « 
»tcd  to  the  Houfe  the  warrant  for  the  aireft  of  Admlt^I  Co 
in  order  to  his  being  tried  upon  certain  chargcsi  but  which 
been  put  in  ctccution  in  confequencc  of  Admiral  Cornwall 
hU  woid  of  honour  to  attend. 

Fiiday,  %th  April. 

Mr.  GREY  moved,  that  there  be  laid  hthtt  the  I 
icoDunt  di  all  the  moilics  due  to  colonels  and  commandir 
in  the  militia  and  fencible  regiments,  with  the  date  at  i 
laid  monies  became  due. 

An  account  of  all  the  monies  remaining  due  to  colonels : 
mandit^  officers  in  the  militia  and  fencible  rcgimenti  on  I 
January  lail,  and  which  have  been  fince  paid,  with  an  a 
the  grants  from  which  thcfe  arrears  have  been  difchaigcd  : 

An  account  of  all  the  monies  due  to  officers  in  the  regu 
of  the  monifes  which  remained  due  on  the  ift  of  January 
which  have  been  fincc  paid,  together  with  an  account  of  t 
from  which  faid  payments  have  been  made  : 

An  account  of  all  the  pay  due  to  general  and  flafF  office 
die  dates  at  which  this  pay  became  due : 

An  account  of  all  the  arrears  due  to  general  and  ilaiFo 
the  ift  of  January  laft,  and  which  have  been  fince  paid, 
with  an 'account  of  the  grants  from  which  thefe  arrears  1 
difchai^d : 

An  account  of  the  pay  due  to  governors  and  ticutena 
DOTS  ferving  in  garrifons  beyond  feas,  with  the  date  at  w 
pay  became  due ; 

An  account  of  all  the  arrears  due  to  governors  and  lii 
governon  ferving  in  garrtfons  beyond  fca,  remaining  due  c 
of  January,  and  which  have  been  (ince  difchaiged  : 

An  account  of  the  Eicchequer  Inlls  ilTued  on  the  vote 
for  1796,  with  the  cxpcnce  of  ifliiii^  them,  diftinguiflii 
IlTued  for  the  payment  of  arrears  due  before  the  ill  of  D 

>79S- 

Thefe  motions  being  (everally  put  and  carried,  all  di 
Vrere  ordered  to  be  produced. 

Sir  CHARLES  MORGAN  brought  up  a  copy  of  the 
tngs  of  the  court-martial  upon  Colonel  Cawtbomc,  which' 
Upon  the  tahle. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  the  articles  of  cliaige, 
with  the  opinion  and  fentence  of  the  court  contained  in  thej 
thould  be  prioted.     If  any  of  CUonsl  Cawtborne's  frieodi 
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ut  the  whole  (bould  be  printed,  he  had  no  ohjefUon  ;  though  h 
mccivcd  it  would  be  attendod  with  needkfi  ezpene^  and  an  im 
roper  waRe  of  tinne.  .  < 

Lord  TYRCONNEL  moved  that  the  whole  of  die  papei 
lould  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  GREY  was  of  opinion,  diat  it  would  be  iaiproper  for  A 
loufe  to  found  any  meafure  rcfpeiftir^  one  of  its  members  upMi  th 
piolon  of  a  court-nunial.  If  priming  all  die  phpcrs  was  itceaf 
uy.to  the  purpofcs  of  juftice,  it  ought  to  be  done.  He  was  aftaiil 
owcvcr,  that  ihcy  were  fo  voluminous  that  printing  them  in  a  iml 
rould  tend  to  defeat  any  procccdii^thiifeirion.  He  fuggcfltid,  tha 
Committee  might  be  appointed  to  examine  the  paperS)  and  t 
Eport  upon  the  evidence  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  of^ed  the  printing  of  all  (he  papers,  becaiil 
t  could  fcrve  no  gtxxl  purpofe,  the  friends  of  Colonel  Cawthon 
laving  it  in  their  power  to  make  themfclvcs  Complete  mafteiB  of  di 
videncc  from  the  manufcripts  that  had  been  now  laid  upon  th 
able. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ccwiceived,  that  it  was  but  fejr  tbat  a! 
he  fVpen  (hould  be  printed  ;  and  he  did  not  fee  that  there  coul 
le  tmy  rcafoaablc  objc^ion  made  to  the  propolition.  Neither  di 
le  think  that-the  printing  would  take  up  fo  much  time,  as  to  rer 
IcT  it  impolTiblR  for  the  Houle  to  take  fomc  tlcp  in  the  bulincfa,  i 
he-courfc  of  this  feflion. 

General  SMITH'S  motion  was  thai  put  and  negatived,  and  k 
be  papers  were  or^tercd  to  be  printed. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  would  make  no  apologjr  ft 
iringing  forward  the  motion  which  he  was  about  to  fubmit  to  A 
-loufe  this  evening,  as  in  his  opinion  it  was  inferior  to  notic,  tn 
rven  to  that  lately  propofed  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  i 
mpOFtancc.  He  meant  in  the  fiii^  place  to  flatc  the  unount  of-ti 
ncpenditure,  to  compare  it  with  the  cxpcnce  incurred  by  limik 
ibjcds  in  patl  times,  and  then  to  point  out  the  unctHiftitution: 
latiirc  of  the  meafure.  The  cxpence  of  erring  barracks  was  : 
normous,  it  amounted  to  more  than  half  the  fum  faved  by  M 
3urke's  bill.  In  the  papers  on  the  tabic,  there  was  an  account  < 
noncy  difburfed,  conlidoably  above  a  million  flerling.  An  eft 
nate  had  been  given  for  erecting  more,  to  the  amount  of  2oo,oo« 
ind  allowing  ioo,oool.  for  bedding  and  utcntils  not  included 
lie  eftimate ;  the  expence  was  not  aJl ;  MJnifiers  had  obtained  id 
Tieans  of  conftderable  influence,  by  the  patron^  of  the  offices 
vliich  this  fyAcm  bad  given  rife.  There  were  forty-fix  buracl 
3B  a 
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:crs,  a  barrack  mader  gennalr  and  nineteen  officers  with 
unting  in  all  to  i  i,oool.  If  there  were  barracks,  & 
ly  muft  be  barrack-maDers ;  but  he  afked,  why  barrack 
E  appointed,  and  enjoyed  ample  falartcs  before  the  barra< 
t  ?     At  Lincoln  this  had  actually  been  done  before  evi 

marked  put.  Why,  he  demanded,  was  the  public  n 
li^  i  Was  this  t!ie  way  that  Our  anccilors  a^ed  wl 
rted  money  for  the  public  fcrvice  i     Here  the  honourabl 

moved,  the  a&.  Oiould  be  read,  by  whidi  if  was 
That  no  peribn  fliould  enjoy  a  fatary  of  more  than  500I 
lioui  an  clHmatc  being  prcvioully  given,  and  llgncd  by  ti 
he  Trc.ifury,"  In  former  times,  when  any  important 
:  in  contcmplatioo,  an  infpcfling  officer  was  appointed, 
red  in  a  Report  for  pariiamentaiy  conli deration.  If  in 
r  cafe  Winiffers  had  followed  this  practice,  and  fubmirn 
ufe  an  cftimalc  of  the  cxpcnce  of  cri'tfling  barracks,  he  ■ 
ced  that  it  would  have  been  thrown  out,  like  the  fori 
mate.  But  Minifiers  had  firll  ftjuandurcd  the  public 
■  then  they  came  craving  the  fanflion  of  Parliament  for  » 
I  done.  How  could  the  Houfc,  as  guardians  of  the  pub) 
mit  fuch  conduft  to  pafs  uncenfuredf  His  honOurabl 
r.  Gtw)  had  lately  given  a  rcprcfcntation  of  the  finunc 
:he  country,  wjiieh  certainly  had  never  been  confuted,  ai 
expctSed  would  have  c\totted  fomc  vindication  of  his  ( 
m  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  did  expei£V,  tha 
I  been  the  chief  promoter  of  that  war,  would  have  been  ai 
iviatc,  as  much  as  polTible,  the  cxpcnce  of  the  war  ^  'hai 
dfoloui'lyto  inveigh aijaiiift the  evtravaganceof another 
I  former  war,  would  have  beei\  eager  to  accftunt  to  the  n 

enormous  additional  cxpcncc  incurred  during  his  admii 
hcprefent  war.  Economy  he  had  often  extolled  as'a  vi 
ere  was  the  economy  in  expending  1,4.00,000!.  in  the 
barrackK  i  The  expence,  however,  was  a  trifling  obje 
npared  with  the  unconfhtutronality  of  thcmeafure.  Gc 
s  every  town  to  be  made  a  citadel,  and  everyviilage  to 
ted  into  a  garrifon  ?  Barracks  were  already  erciilcd,  cj 
itaining  rliirty-fiKir  thoufand  troops,  which  was  double  thi 
[he  ufual  peace  ellablifhment.  From  this'fa<£t  one  or  t 
CCS  muft  follow,  cither  that  Miniders  iiavc  betrayed  th 

nation,  in  needlefsly  fquandering  the  public  money,  by 
rackj,  for  which  there  was  no  ufe,  or  that  they  mean 
I  a  ftanijing  army,  fuflicicnt  to  enable  them  (to  boiroi 
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rir  own  exprcRkins)  to  cxercifc  a  vigour  beyond  the  law.  Bi 
»  there  any  thing  in  the  prcfcnt  ftatc  of  the  country  to  warrai 
c  adoption  of  fuch  mcafutes  with  fuch  intentions?  The  peop 
id  lately  met  with  a  fevcrc  trial,  and  had  borne  it  with  patien< 
id  fortitude.  If  Minilters  were  to  have  the  power  of  applyir 
oney  to  one  piirpofc  which  was  voted  by  Parliament  for  anoihc 
ere  was  an  end  of  the  oonfiitution.     The  conftitution  was  mw 

people's  mouths  :  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  in  particular,  tl 
;ht  honourable  gentleman  had  inlided,  that  it  was  the  falvatic 

the  conftitution  wliich  prompted  him  to  undertake  the  war.  fJ 
IS  one  of  thofe  who  was  friendly  to  the  war  upon  (his  principl 
id  he  had  not  altci^  his  opinion.  But  he  wiOied  that  gcntlcmc 
aiildhavc  fomc  regard  toconliftency  of  charailcr ;  and  while  the 
ppoTted  the  conftitution  with  one  hand,  that  they  would  notatuc 

with  the  other.  The  Minifter  of  this  country  liad-  done  moi 
lan  ever  the  ntoft  defpotic  monarch  dared  to  do.  He  had  talcc 
loncy  out  of  the  people's  poclcet&  without  their  confent ;  he  ha 
3cd  contrary  to  all  precedent,  abufed  the  confidence  of  the  ni 
Dir,  violated  the  forms  of  parlianwnC,  and  ailed  in  direct  defiant 
I  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.     He  concluded  with  moviuj 

That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  amoui 
F  the  expenditure  in  eredling  barraclcs,  to  inveftigatc  by  what  ai 
lority  the  public  money  has  been  thus  applied,  and  to  report  tl 
■idencc,  with  their  opinion,  to  the  Houfe." 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR,  in  reply  to  Gen.  Smith,  fai< 
lal  the  honourable  general  was  ftnick  in  the  firft  place  with  tl 
lagnitude  of  the  cxpence.  This  proved  but  little ;  for  in  evci 
)untry  fuch  as  this,  the  public,  fcrvicc  muil  nccciTarily  be  carrie 
1  at  a  great  cxpence.  The  queftion  was.  Whether  thf:  propria 
'  the  objcft,  and  the  manner  of  conducing  the  means  of  aitainir 
lat  objeft,  were  fuch  as  to  juftify  the  expence!  It  .had  bee 
rged  alfo,  as  a  ferious  ot^e>!lion  to  the  meafure,  that  the  intentio 
f  cdrrying  it  into  execution  had  not  been  fubtnittcd  to  parliamen 
lo  man  was  a  greater  friend  than  he  was  to  a  ftri^  compliant 
"ith  form,  even  when  forms  were  trifling  \  but  he  bt^ed  that  tl 
[oofe  vould  diflinguifh  between  a  deviation  from  form  fur  the  fall 
f  oonvenience,  and  a  flmilar  deviation  with  an  intention  to  mii 
ad.  The  former  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inftince.  An  eft; 
wte,  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  had  never  been  formally  iut 
littcd  to  parliatiKnt,  but  the  fubjefl  had,  in  feveral  fhges,  bee 
rought  Knrward  for  difcuQion,  and  the  fcheme  had,  in  more  tha 
ne  inftance,  met  the  approving  judgement  of  the  Houfe.  Whe 
i  called  .to  die  recollection  of  the  Houfe  .the  difcuQwn  which  too 
4 
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dM  a  penmnent  czpsfKe  oa  die  eeanttj.  The  fidanet,  to  h 
jn,  would' jvooe  an  annual  buidon;  buthedeniod  that  thecx 
enee  of  quartering  firfdicn  vrottld  be  fo  great  in  future,'  v  <t  ha< 
een,  fiaoe  an  additional  allowance  was  granted  lo  the  innkeepers 
^nd  here  he  would  la]F  a  word  upon  the  peace  e^blithmcnt.— 
le  did  not  mean  to  fpeculatc  upon  the  extent  of  this  eftaUiAtnicn 
t  prcjenc :  tbat  would  be  a  matter  of  confideration  when  peace  ar 
ived.  He  would  only  remark,  that  it  was  not  nccelTary  in  thn 
f  peace,  that  all  die  barracks  now  ereSed  Ihodd  be  full.  But  ii 
«acc  wc  muft  look  for  a  rettim  of  war ;  and  be  would  aflc,  if  i 
roald  be  politic,  at  the  commencement  of  another  war,  that  th 
ountry  fliould  be  in  a  fimilar  lituation  to  what  it  was  when  th 
lefent  conttft  began,  when  buildings  were  obliged  to'  be  haiK^ 
ufed,  at  a  great  expcnce,  and  in  a  manner  much  more  fupcrficia 
tan  if  the  plana  had  been  maturely  digefted,  and  leb  fuddeni; 
itecutcd  i'  The  addition  to  the  namber  of  barracks  was  chiefl' 
n  account  of  the  cavalry  and  the  fituation  of  Ibmc  of  the  coaft 
owns,  particularly  in  lite  Eaft  c^  Scotland,  which  at  ptcfent  la 
pen  to  the  depndations  of  any  petty  privateer.  During  the  lai 
leace  the  number  of  cavalry  amounts)  to  Arec  thoufand  fourhun 
!red  troops.  It  was  intended  that  the  barracks,  now  erected  o 
tcdihg,  Qmuld  be  fuiBcient  for  the  accomnxidation  of  five  dwu 
ind  fcven  hundred,  which  only  makes  a  fuiplus  of  levcnteen  hun 
Ired,  whidi,  in  the  prefent  circumftanccs  of  the  country,  could  na 
e  reckoned  too  great  an  addition  to  our  cavalry  (otix.  As  O 
vhat  was  faid  rcrpe6tii^  the  patronage  yielded  by  the  barracks,  i 
ras  iKCeflarily  attendant  upon  the  inditution.  To  that  if  the  'mK 
ution  was  good,  that  was  no  argument  at  all.  If  it  was  faid  tfn 
tie  falarica  were  cither  more  numerous  or  hig^  dian  thoy  ough 
3  be,  be  would  meet  the  afienion  with  a  dhv6):  negative.  In  hQ 
n  the  expenoe  at  prefent  attendant  on  maintaining  the  banadu 
!  juft  what  was  incurred  in  a  diSerent  fliape  in  other  department 
f  the  War-Office,  before  they  were  erected.  It  had  bwn  ftalcd 
ridi  fome  degree  <tf  triumph  and  exultation,  that  barrack-maftet 
ad  been  appointed  before  barracks  were  built.  If  fudi  a  mifbk 
ad  ever  taken  [Aace,  it  was  correfled  long  before  any  mcnrion  wa 
iidcofit  inihat  Houfe.  He  knew  of  three  inftances  of  the  kin 
lluded  to ;  but  even  tfiefe  had  not  been  appointed  ^11  an  inteniioi 
f  etching  barracks  was  formed,  and  on  the  eve  of  executioc 
lou^,  from  certain  circumllances,  tlK  icfolutkHi  had  been  abac 
oned.  Bat  why,  it  would  be  afked,  perhaps,  was  die  barrack 
laller  appmnted  before  the  barracks  were  built  i  Why,  but  t 
nff  for  the  ground,  md  to  manage  a  great  'varie^  of  bufine^! 
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■h  mvid  ncceflanly  be  tranfaded  previous  to  tbor  tnt. 
jcb  inllances  the  office  has  ccari!;d,  immediately  upon  -tl 
n  being  changed  ;  and  as  for  what  had  been  faid  of 
ation  having  been  granted  to  a  certain  individoal  for 
intnicnt,  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  circuraftance. 
(ton  of  the  officers  under  (he  barrack- mailers  was  fo  la] 
ittcndance  which  it  required  fo  conltant,  and  the  pay  & 
they  were  refigning  their  places  cvjery  day.  He  was 
ever,  that  the  men,  whom  he  had  the  good  fortune  ti 
pt  of  thefe  offices,  were  of  a  charadler  that  would  be  t 

0  the  fcrvice.  From  this  detail  Mr.  Windham  proce 
a  conllituiional  view  of  the  qiicdion.     Was  it  unc 

il,  when  it  was  notorious  that  certain  men  were  labour 
night  to  preach  fedition,  to  prevent  the  foldicrs  from 
C  the  taw  would  prohibit  other  people  from  preaching  ? 
government  ought  to  foliow  the  maxim  of  the  French 
r — "  If  I  cannot  make  him  dumb,  I  will  inake  yoi 
ht  a  wife  government  to  take  lefscareof  its  army,.  I 
litizens,  oi  than  a  father  would  take  of  hircbildrCn  ^ 
able,  cither  in  a  moral  or  political  view,  that  the 
Id  live  on  the  lower  order  uf  public  houfcs  i  N 
y  ;  it  was  Dcither  ^vourahlc  to  their  private  diaraders, 
aiy  difcipline.  The  honourable  General  would  make  it 
the  erection  of  barracks  is  part  of  a  fyrtcm  of  flavery, 
ifters  have  planned,  and  of  which  they  are  bent  upon  t 
in,  and  for  this  purpofc  he  quoted  an  exprcfiion  of  hi 
idham's)  which  he  ufed  on  a  former  night,  that,  in  cert 
Rancus,  it  would  be  nccclTary  to  have  lecourfc  to  a  vigom 
Jaiv.  The  CJCprcflion  he  had  certainly  ufed ;  and  wl 
le&ed  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood  when  he  empk 
■ould  not  rtirink  from  the  fendment  which  it  conve)-e 
on  a  memorable  occafion  that  the  fcniiment  fell   frot 

1  it  was.  affirmc^  that  the  duty  of  allegiance  had  ceafc 
refinance  to  government  was  no  longer  a  queftion  of  du 
rudcncc.  This  ftriick  him  to  be  diredt  civil  reliftanc 
cd  to  threaten  a  diflulution  of  the  government.  It  was 
yon  that  be  faid,  that  Government  mull  cxercife  a  vigi 
!  the  law. ;  and  in  doing  fo,  he  faid  no  more  than  wt 
eyed  in  the  maxim — -Jiicrjt  Uges  inter  arma.      But-whilc 

I  a  topic  of  general  fpeculatiun,  he  could  not  but  advert 
effion  of  an  abfcnt  gentleman,  ujxin  one  of  the  flages  i 
\  ii  was,  "  that  he  trulled  the  foldiers  knew  their  dut 
IS,  too  well,  to  a£l  agninft  thair  (cUow-fubjedti  in  the  es 
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thefe  a^."  tn  his  opinion,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  army  to 
lold  the  Government,  and  to  a£t  againft  'their  countrymen  iil 

cafes  of  civil  rebellion.  Did  not  the  foldien  adl  againll  their 
intiymen  in  the  civil  war  in  ^715^  Did  they  not  a6l  againft 
ir countrymen  in  the  rebellion  of  1745?  Di<i  they  ixitpre- 
vc  the  capital  from  the  flames,  by  a^ing  againft  a  milguided 
lb  in  1780  J  And  did  tbcy  not  a£t  againll  their  countrymen 
the  Birmingham  riots  ;  It  was  as  much  their  duty  to  a&  againft 
ncftic  traitors  as  againfl  a  toreigti  enemy  ;  and  he  was  Ihocked 
icn  he  heard  a  contrar)*  lentiment  uttered—a  fcntimcnt  which 
lid  only  be  uttered  in  fafcty  in  that  Houfe ;  for  he  faw  no  rea^ 
I  why  he  who  excites  to  trealbn  Ihould  not  be  profecutcd  as  a  tnu- 
Mr.  Windham  concluded  with  difapproving  of  the  motioiii 
Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  obferved,  that  what  the  right  honourable 
ulcman  had  adduced,  in  conTequence  of  the  fats  of  the  motion 
itch  he  had  bnn^t  forward  on  a  former  occation,  with  refpeA 
the  cre^on  of  barracks,  demanded  from  him  but  a  few  word*, 
it  he  could  not  refrain  from  averting  that  the  deductions  drawn 
im  that  tranfafiion  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  far  as 

meant  them  to  bear  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable  General^ 
Tc  perfeflly  nugatory  in  point  of  fcnfe.     He  had  produced  a  fet 

tniifms,  and  created  ^antoms,  which  he  himfelf  dcftroyed ; 
■  he  had  advanced  as  a  propofition,  that  if  the  people  were  in  an 
tual  ftaic  of  rebellion,  it  was  as  much  the  duty  of  the  military  to 
3cccd  in  arms  againll  them  to  Itipprels  it,  as  it  was  to  prevent 
;  ravages  of  a  foreign  enemy.  Now  no  perfon  ever  doubted  or 
nicd  this,  and  therefore,  it  was  proper  to  remark,  that  thb  aiti- 
e  was  employed  to  divert  the  Houfe  from  the  objeft  of  hi  s  honour' 
le  friend's  motion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  next  afr 
ted,  that  the  principle  of  cantoning  the  military  of  this  couotrf 

barracks,  was  not  a  new  principle,   for  it  had  been  recc^izcd 

Parliament.  Where  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  learned 
Is  dodrine,  for  he  did  not  formerly  profefs  it  i  He  could  t^ 
e  Houfe  where.  He  had  learned  it  lince  he  kept  company  with 
afc  men  vhofe  intereft  perverted  every  honeft  refolution,  and  ever]) 
nftitudonal  dodrine,  and  fubllicutcd  in  their  place,  a  fyftem  of 
^iftry  and  dclulion.  He  was  forry  that  the  right  hnwurablo 
ntlcman  had  been  drawn  into  that  fiital  vortex,  and  he>lived  to 
mcnt  his  fall.  There  was  a  time,  however,  when  he  had  heard 
m  lay  down  opinions  comfortable  to  the  wife  and  falutary  maxims 

former  times,  opinions  which  almoft  flalhed  conviction  upon 
vy  hearer.  But  he  hid  now  done  that  which  even  his  right  hcK 
lurablc  triend  had  prudently  avcnded,  for  when  he  brou^t  for- 
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'  not  biDugtit  forward  ?  It  had  been  (hted,  that  papers  of  an 
MTimatoty  nature  were  thrown  into  the  foldiers'  quarters  to  cor- 

thcm,  and  he  begged  to  be  informed  whether  papers  of  a  fimi- 
iiturc  might  not  alfo  be  thrown  into  barracks :  If  any  feditious 
lie  did  go  into  public  houfes  to  incite  the  foldiers  to  mutiny  they 
:  liable  to  heavy  penalties ;  and  furely  the  right  honourable  gcn- 
an  would  not  pretend  to  fay  that  Government  had  not  the  power 
ididling  and  pumlhing  them?  Where  were  their  fpies  at  this 
:al  juniiure  ?     Though  he  fuppofed  that  Miniftcrs  had  by  this 

been  fufficiently  convinced  that  fpies  wtre  entitled  to  little  or 
rcdit,  and  were  therefore  cautious  how  they  grounded  an  accufa- 

upon  their  authority.     Barracks,  however,  were  to  be  their 

Tafcguard.  What!  then  do  foldiers  never  go  out  when  they 
:antoned  in  barracks  ?  Arc  they  always  ^ept  under  lock  and 
!  Always  fattened  to  a  chain  and  guided  by  their  leaders! 
they  never  live  with  their  families,  never  mingle  with  the  worfd 
Citizens,  and  (hare  alike  the  blcffings  and  contagion  of  fociety  J 
hoped  not  fQ.  Automaton  troops  of  fuch  difcipline  might,  in- 
,  do  for  drill,  but  the  beft  fupport  of  Government,  and  the 
eft  defenders  of  the  rights,  liberties,  religion  and  property  of 
kingdwn,  are  thofe  men  who  have  an  iptercft  in  all,  and  par- 

of  thofe  ble0ings  they  af^rd.  As  he  had  formerly  (hted  his 
ions  up(m  the  advantages  and  expediency  of  preferving  the  cha- 
:r  of  the  cidzen  and  the  foldier  infepanble,  he  declined  going' 

the  fame  grounds  now  j  but  if  the  Minifter  ten  or  twenty  years 

he  alluded  to  the  noble  Lord  wtio  unfortunately  engaged  in  the 
erican  war,  and  for  whofc  memory  he  entertained  all  due  refpciS, 
d  North),  if  that  noble  Lord,  at  the  commencement  of  that 
ippywarhad  thought  of  introducing  fuch  a  fyftem,  forafyfteto 
praflice  of  building  barracks  might  be  called,  he  would  have 
I  loudly  cenfured  by  the  whole  nation ;  and  if  he  had  thought 
itroducing  fuch  a  fyftem  at  the  clofe  of  that  unhappy  war,  when 
ras  attacked  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc  [Mr. 
1  for  his  prodigality  and  weaknefs  in  the  conduiS  of  it,  he  was 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  been  one  of  the 
1  fttenuous  oppofers  of  fuch  a  meafure.  But  time  alters  men's 
iments,  and  the  right  honourabie  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) 

a  melancholy  inftance  of  his  change  of  fentiment.  When  he 
ned  others  for  denying  the  pradiicc  of  building  barracks  to  be 
i>aneA  by  conftitutional  principles,  did  he  rccollc6t  that  he  had 
ar  talked  the  fame  language  l  When  he  threw  obloquy  upon 
f  arguments,  did  he  think,  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  de- 
fed,  and  that  to  keep  the  conftitutional  balance  in  equilibrium, 
a  C  a 
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staAer,  and  nufier  gf  the  ceremonies  to  the  Lincoln  Adcml 
Now  he  wilhcd  to.  he  mfomicd  what  fort  of  a  conne£iion  there 
between  a  dancing  maOcr  and  a  barrack  mailer,  and  of  what  fer 
a  Jadler  could  be  to  a  regiment  where  there  were  no  horfes. 
had,  however,  he  believed,  obtained  a  true  account  of  the  real  <] 
liBcations  of  this  barrack  mafter.  He  was  a  good  eleflionea 
man,  and  had  ibrmerly  been  a  fcrviceable  agent  to  a  family  of 
acqu^tancc.  That  family  had  lince  fallen  a  little  into  da 
and  as  the  dancing  mafler  fhrewdly  imagined,  he  fliould  be  be 
paid  if  he  cfpoufcd  the  infcrcfts  of  the  other  party,  he  croflcd  hai 
changed  partners,  and  footed  on  the  other  Mc  with  Lord  Hoi 
and  C<d<HKl  Cawthome.  And  this  he  believed  was  the  true  a 
of  his  a[^intment.  But  why  were  barrack  maftcrs  appointed 
fore  the  barracks  were  ercSed  ?  The  right  honourable  gentler 
{aid,  ^at  barrack  maftcrs  ferved  to  point  out  the  lines  and  meal 
rile  places.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  he  had  ever  underft 
the  bu6nefs  of  a  dancing  mailer  and  furveyor,  or  a  barrack  ma 
and  an  engineer,  to  be  fynonimous ;  and  Icfl  the  country  might : 
pedt  itfelf  to  be  duped  in  thisinfhincc  he  Ihould  wilh  to  have  it 
plained.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  moreover  contciK 
that  if  the  principle  was  not  admitted,  it  had  been  found  fo  ei 
dicnt,  lb  politic,  and  ufeful,  that  it  ought  to  be  fo.  Now,  i 
was  fo  good  that  it  ought  to  be  rsct^tzed,  why  was  not  a  r^ 
motion  made  for  that  purpofc  i  But  allowing  all  this,  what  ha 
to  do  with  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  f  His  motion 
ganled  not  the  expediency,  policy,  nor  utility  of  the  barracks  thi 
felves,  but  related  foiely  to  the  expenditure  of  the  fums  of  mo 
flemanded  for  them,  and  the  mode  of  that  expenditure.  TY 
why  was  not  this  motion  granted  ?  The  reafon  was  plain.  Mi 
tcTS  do  not  like  inquiries,  becaufe  unpleafant  thit^  are  apt  to  o 
out  which  do  not  greatly  redound  to  their  honour.  All  inqui 
were  therefore  unfortunate,  while  an  AdminiOration  was  tali 
every  preparatory  ftep  to  fecurc  their  fucccfs  at  eleiflions  and  the 
tcntion  of  their  places.  He  cautioned  them,  however,  agalnll 
treatment  of  conAitutional  quedions  in  fuch  a  way.  They  on 
to  be  feiriy  met  and  openly  dlfcuffed.  Our  anceftors  were  part: 
larly  careful  to  guard  againft  the  credion  of  inland  fortreflcs 
barracks,  and  if  they  were  fu  jealous  in  fuch  cafes,  he  faw  no  i 
fon  why  we  fliould  not  be  fo  too,  unlefa  the  right  honourable  g 
tleman  could  prove  the  prcfent  period  wifcr  than  former  tin 
and  the  prcfent  Adminillration  wifcr  than  every  conllitutional 
thority  that  formerly  had  exiftcd.  As  it  was,  there  had  neither  b 
an  ofpolition  nor  adminiilration  in  any  former  period  that  did 
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diey  ihould ;  but  is  it  not  a  plain  propolition  that  indlfcriminah 
sbedicncc  it  not  the  duty  of  an  EngllQiman,  whether  he  be  a  (bl- 
jicr  or  any  other  citizen  \  Where  commands  are  itl^l,  it  is  hii 
duty  to  refift  them.  The  right  honourable  gendeman,  furelyj 
Joes  not  intend  to  fay,  that  his  troops  fhould  be  ahc^thcr  deaf— 
if  he  docs,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  him  to  look  for  an  army  in  thij 
xmntry,  poffcffcd  of  this  phyltcal  advantage:  he  muft  call  in  fi>. 
•cign  mercenaries.  Ignorant  of  any  language  but  their  own,  diej 
would  be  fufficiently  deaf  for  all  the  purpofcs  of  defpotifm.  Ii 
iFould  be  enough  that  they  (hould  underOand  their  officers,  ant! 
night  eafily  be  brought,  as  in  former  times  has  been  attempced, 
•Q  a£t  againft  this  Houfe  and  the  general  liberties  of  the  countiy, 
£xclu(ively  of  what  I  have  already  urged,  I  differ  in  this  queltion 
jpon  tlic  point  of  prudence  and  policy.  If  one  fyllem  be  more 
»rru'pt  and  inimical  to  freedom  than  another,  it  is  the  fyflcm  ol 
^arracks.  What  was  actually  the  cafe  in  France?  Was  not  the 
node  in  which  their  army  was  cantoned  out  in  barracks  a  principal 
operative  caufc  in  producing  the  Revolution  ?  It  is  beyond  all  be- 
ief  allonifhing,  that  while  we  declaim  fo  violently  upon  dK  (late 
o  which  France  has  been  reduced,  we  are  at  the  £ime  time  purfuir^ 
hofe  very  fame  meafurcs  which  are  likely  to  bring  us  every  daj 
icarcr  to  a  fimilar  fituation. 

The  honourable  gentleman  fpeaks  of  thofe  who  preach  up  doC' 
rincs  hofUle  to  the  conflitudon  ;  but  permit  me  to  fay,  it  is  not 
\\x.  Paine,  nor  much  more  ingenious  men  than  he,  -who  by  any 
hing  they  fay  can  injure  the  conftitution.  Thofe  arc  its  real  en&- 
nics  who  are  conl^ntly  making  practical  comments  upon  fuch  au' 
hors.  Thofe  who,  with  me,  admire  our  conftitution,  are  of  opi- 
lion,  that  the  conftitution,  if  ftriflly  adhered  to,  has  fufficieni 
iiergy  to  defend  and  prefervc  itfclf.  Paine  fays  that  our  confti- 
utjon  is  a  mere  farce,  a  mockery ;  that  there  is  no  real  check 
ipon  the  cxercife  of  the  powers  of  Government.  Do  not  mini- 
ters  pradlically  fay  the  fame  \  Do  they  nut,  year  after  year,  day 
if[cr  day,  pkfs  adts  in  direi^  violation  of  the  acknowledged 
irinciples  of  the  conftitution  \  Their  manifeA  breach  of  the 
Appropriation  Afl,  as  lately  proved,  muft  be  freffi  in  our  recol- 
e^ion.  Thefe  deviations  they  pretend  to  juftify  on  the  pica  of 
lecdTity.  If  this  plea  is  at  any  time  to  be  received  with  jealoufy, 
t  muft  be  in  the  prefent  inftance  ;  and  indeed  it  is  curious  toobferve 
tie  language  by  which  this  mcafure  is  attempted  to  be  defended. 
n  the  mode  of  granting  'the  money,  fays  the  right  honourable 
jcntleman,  there  may  pofTibly  have  occurred  fomc  deviation  from 
\n.QL  form,  but  nothing  has  been  done,  ftibftanually  prejudicial. 
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which  can  be  mafic  ;  but  mark  the  inconflftjncy,  ribfervc  t; 
ration  of  tliis  cxcufc  to  the  mrnncr  in  which  tlic  fubjefl  h; 
Ircatcd  tliis  evenit^.  We  are  told  that  barracks  were  etcQc 
xpcnoc  incurred  upon  the  fpur  1  f .  the  occaliun.  This  is  tl 
e  i  bu(  nut  fatisficd  with  that,  tl:e  right  honourable  gcntlema 
:  lame  breath,  enters  itStu  an  ebborate  jufHficatiDn  of  the  pr 
'  of  keeping  them  up  as  a  permanent  fourcc  of  expencc.  i 
ms  UG  that  nccellity  product-d  all  this  of  a  fuddcn,  and  at  tl 
time  alTures  us  that  it  has  been  long  a  matter  of  expcricnc 
the  military  could  not  be  pT'.'pcrly  accommod-tted  in  any  oth 
icr.  The  plan  has  avowedly  been  long  in  agitation,  b 
^.T8  have  never  thought  proper,  as  ihcy  ought  to  have  don 
ing  it  regularly  before  tius  Houfe.  They  have,  on  the  cm 
,  incurred  all  the  expencc,-  and  gone  on  in  the  profccution 
Ltcnfive  fyrtcm,  not  only  without  the  authority,  but  in  abfoli 
nee  of  Parliament.  When  I  talk  of  crcLting  barracks  or 
n,  the  right  honourable  g<'nilc[iian  m-.iy  perhaps  not  chufg 
rfland  me.  1  remember  a  difpute  1  had  with  him  upon  t 
of  nations.  Thofe  he  treated  with  very  little  ceremony,  a: 
ed  to  be  of  a  fi mi lar  opinion  with  Citiien  Genet,  whothoug 
without  any  great  lofs,  ihcy  mii;ht  all  be  thrown  into  the  k 
lis  fyftem  is  to  be  defended,  and  defended  in  ftidh  a  mann 
have  heard  to-night,  wc  may  difpofc  in  (he  fame  manner  of  ; 
aw9  of  England.  Wc  may,  when  we  ple?,fu,  throw  into  I 
the  Commentaries  of  Mr.  Juflicc  Blackftonc,  nnd  the  brillir 
;hc3on  this  fubJctJi  delivered  by  the  late  l^ord  Chatham.  V 
riumphantly  toW,  that  our  ancL-ftora  gave  thci r  occalional  cc 
to  foch  a  meafure.  What!  c;m  the  honourable  gentkm 
there  is. any  refemblance  between  fmall  cantonments  partii 
ig  place,  and  the  whole  army  of  this  cimntry  being  conftan 
idcd  from  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  and  fhut  uj»  in  pern 
barracks  ?  I  certainly  do  not  alk  much  iijion  the  prcfunt  1 
n,  when  I  (l^te  as  my  opinion,  that  before  w::  ir.trodiicc 
itiofis  contrary  to  the  avowed  docitines  of  Juliice  Bheklti 
other  conftituiional  writers,  Pjtiiamcnt  ought  Po  be  conlult 
It  to  have  time  for  deliberation,  and  ought  to  have  given 
nn  decilion.  Great  reliince  has  been  phccd  upon  the  ar; 
,t,  that  this  fubjcdl  was  aftually  difculTed  in  the  debate  upo 
ion  brought  forward  by  my  honourable  friend  who  fpokc  1 
It  motion  was  fijr  the  purpofe  of  pafling  a  rcfolution,  that  fi 
SeiD  as  Was  then  Antered  into  of  crcif^ing  barracks,  was  c 
f  to  de  pr»£tice  ant)  examfJe  of  our  anccilnrs.  What  was  t: 
;  t»f  tbc  H<ivie  i  Thcj  did  nuc  put  a  diredt  nt-gativc  upon  t 
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that  there  were  three  infhinccc  where  no  duty  whatever  was 
rmcd.  He  has  appealed  to  the  lionour  of  the  gentleman  at 
ead  of  that  dspaitment.  Barrack -mancr-gcneral,  for  the  ptD> 
'  and  economy  of  llic  nwnncr  in  which  the  bulinefs  is  con- 
:d.  Docs  he  not  rccallci£t,  tliat  to  pledge  a  man's  honour  is 
he  moll  hcmourable  mode  of  accounting^  and  that  to  fuch 
n  it  may  be  anlVcred,  I  have  no  inlcntton  of  difpucing  the 
of  honour,  but  I  want  to  know  what  you  have  dpnc  with  the 
y.  For  thefe  different  rcafuns  I  exceedingly  approve  of  ap- 
ing a  Committee  of  Inquiry  ;  and  if  it  ftill  be  rellftcd,  I  do 
however  liable  1  may  make- myfcif  to  invidious  obfcrvationt, 
Kc  have  but  a  mockery  of  a  Conilitution.  If  Minivers  djT- 
d  all  fundamental  piineiples,  if  this  Houfe  caknly  tolerate 
cxccffes,  if  the  power  of  nrifing  and  applying  money  be  ex- 
d  not  by  the  Huufe  of  Commons,  but  the  King's  Miniflers, 
is  our  Conllitution,  but  a  farce  and  a  mocker)'  f  We  hear 
'  orations  upon  the  necefTityof  obedience  and  fubjeclion  to'thc 
but  if  thofc  at  the  hrjd  of  the  Govcmnacni  paid  equal  dcfc- 
to  the  laws,  with  the  other  orders  of  the  community,  we 
d  have  little  rcafon  to  complairv  Example  would  avail  ten 
I  more  than  precept.  It  is  ftrange  that  tliofc  who  have  the 
onftantly  in  their  mouths,  Ih'luld,  with  equal  pcrfcverancc  be 
5  in  dirciS  oppofition  to  it.  My  honourable  friend  who 
:  before  me,  illuilratcd  this  fubjcd  by  ati  allufion  to  what  pafled 
ic  Fortification  Adt.  The  iliuftration  was  certainly  in  point. 
lis  Houfe  had  not  entered  into  the  examination  of  that  fyflcm 
uus  to  its  being  carried  into  execution,  what  would  have  been 
snfequencc  ? '  Would  it  h?ve  met  with  the  fate  which  it  expe- 
nd ^  By  no  means.  Had  the  expcnee  been  did  incurred,  and 
Ian  btDught  forward  afterwards,  this  Houfe,  I  believe,  would 
acceded  to  the  mcafurc.  I  am  not,  indeed,  fu  fanguinc  as  to 
inc,  that  thp  barrack  fyftem  would,  in  thefe  degenerate  days, 
been  refilkd,  ^ ven  if  it  had  been  brought  forward  in  2  way 
4y  regular.  But  at  all  evenra,  Miniders  would  have  a^ted 
openly  and  avowedly  in  the  bulinef$ ;  and  if  it  bo^  been  car^ 
it  would  have  been,  as  it  ought,  an  ai5l  of  Legiflaturc,  and 
lerely  of  the  Executive  Government.  The  only  tools  which 
Hers  fccm  not  to  think  dangerous  are  edgc-Kiols;  they  play 
them  with  all  the  complacency  imaginable.  I  repeat,  thai 
naintaining  of  a  (landing  army  in  this  country,  and  diflblvii^ 
onneSio'n  between  the  foldicr  and  the  citizen,  is  a  fubjei^  ol 
ighefl  delicacy,  of  the  greater  intricacy,  and  b  not  thus  wan- 
to  be  Ipotjcd  with  by  MiniAcrs,  without  condcfcnvling.  U 
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confult  fhe  wlfdom  of  Parliament  ?    We  feem  to  have  thi 

all  that  conftituHonal  jcaloufy  which  ought  ever  to  be  a' 
free  country.  We  have  ficrlficed  it  to  a  falfe  alarm. — 
bitant  powLT  and  influence  of  the  Crown  in  this  eountn' 
be  pr^nant  with  danger  to  its  libenics.  In  better  times 
the  opinion  was  that  tc  oupht  to  be  curtailed  ;  and,  in  i 
day,  is  there  nfi  ground  tt)r  a  continued  and  watchful 
On  the  contrary,  the  more  power  we  give,  there  is 
caul'e  far  jeiloufy- — Such  was  always  the  opinion  of  our 
fuch  ou:;ht  to  be  our  opinion,  and  before  Mimftcrs  dat 
preftnt  iniljiicc,  uyxm  a  pica  of  ncrcfliry,  to  trample  upon 
of  Eig'ilinicn,  it  would  hive  btcn  but  decent,  even 
fikc,  to  have  given  this  Houfc  an  opportunity  of  cxercif 
libcntivc  funclions,  before  a  meafiirc  was  nirried  into  e 
hoftilc  to  the.  pcn.-ral  freedom  and  hnppinefs  of  the  natio 
Mr.  Chance;;or  PITT  conleiTed  that  he  would  rat; 
flic  declaration  of  the  honoiinblc  gentleman  at  the  ou 
fpeech  than  his  example  at  the  conciulinn.  It  was  h 
narrow  the  quedion  as  much  as  pofTihie,  but  he  could  i 
few  remarks  in  flntiver  to  fomc  obfcrvations  made  on  thi 
his  ri^ht  honourable  friend.  On  the  ground  of  espe 
ai^ued  that  there  was  no  fufficicht  reafon  ftatcd  for  a  Co 
Inquiry  ;  but  before  he  entered  on  this  topic,  he  muft  1 
fion  to  fay,  in  vindication  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  t 
railed  on  for  a  declaration,  on  what  had  falleh  from 
former  debate,  which  in  a  general  point  of  view  could  be 
conftrudion,  th;  n  that  which  he  had,  with  fo  much  ma 
juftice,  rtatcd  in  his  defence.  He  had  now  done  away 
prefcntalion  put  on  his  words  beyond  the  reach  of  all  fi 
mem.  On  the  quefiion  of  barracks,  he  was  now  at  iff 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  As  to  the 
tion  that  foldiers  were  cut  off  from  all  feditious  infefl 
follow  that  they  (hould  be  deprived  of  all  fecial  intercoui 
talnly  not.  They  Hill  maintained  all  the  relations  o; 
"enjoyed  the  fociety  of  their  friends,  and  ftill  had  a  gcnei 
'the  tntcrefts  and  prolpcrity  of  their  country.  The 
•therefore,  of  his  honourable  friend  were  corredt,  and  his 
jjnanfwcrable, '  for  whijg  foldiers  remained  in  public  qu 
became  dangerous  each  fray",  being  liable  to  become  wo 
'pnd  worfe  fubjefls.  To  fay  that  the  regulation  of  ttie  it 
'tbrttncnts  was  unconftitutional  he  thought  puOiIng  the  a 
the  feittremc,  fincc  by  the  uniform  pradice  of  Govcmme 
"^xprcfs  letter  of  the  inutin^  lair,  a  diftina»ri  between 
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]  u^r  picrtfi  of  the  community  was  iccagnized  and  el^abllfhi 
Ithout  contending  -whether  the  creflion  of  barracks  was  right 
t,  he  infifted  that  barracks  had  been  ercifted  with  the  approbat 
Parliament  althougbt  that  approbation  had  not  been  prcvtoi 
taincd,  fa  cry  of  hear  !  hear  !]  nor  fo  regularly  as  heand  hisri 
inuurabic  friend  had  wi(hed,  yet  it  certainly  was  obtained  to  a  o 
crablo extent.  Infaiftthnf  had  only  been  carrying  ontoagro 
tent  a  piinciplc  which  was  cftabliftied  at  early  period g.  Theri 
incurable  gentleman  faid  that  the  principle  was  not  approvtd 
irliament  becaufe  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  three  y( 
o  did  not  receive  a  dirett  negative.  Now  the  reafons  why  it 
it  were  evident.  Firft,  fome  \rords  of  the  motion  were  objec 
,  becaufe  they  amounted  to  a  total  condemnation  of  the  prrncif 
»>ndly,  others  were  not  founded  upon  h&,  becaufe  they  aJTei 
at  our  anceftors  had  never  rcct^nizcd  the  principle,  when 
intrary  was  the  hSt ;  and  lafTly,  others  were  founded  u 
ch  authoritidi  as  could  not  be  difputed,  and  therefore  the  t 
ay  to  get  rid  of  it  was  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day. 
c  principle  had  been  wholly  repugnant  to  Parliament, 
luntry,  and  the  connitution,  would  they  not  have  taken  dcpt 
(id  its  operation  ?  And  confequently  as  they  did  not.  their  c 
ict  Was  to  be  conftrued  into  a  tacit  and  implied  approbati 

hat  was  not  all.  From  time  to  time  the  cxpence  has  been  I 
itrted  to  Parliament,  and  Parliament  had  approved  the  mod 
iplying  the  money.  They  did  not  then  go  on  fecrefly  and  fur 
tioufly,  but  produced  their  accounts  from  year  to  year  ;  and 
:  tiic  end  of  four  years,  Parliament  were  advifed  to  tiirn  rot 
i  if  they  knew  nothing  of  it  before,  and  require  a  general  rcproc 
on  of  ilie  (iHtemcnts  on  which  they  had  formerly  ai^ed.  His  r 
Ditotirablc  friend  had  defended  [he  mode  of  bringing  the  zcco: 
cforc  Parliament,  after  the  cxpenccs  had  been  incurred,  bcc 

an  cftimate  had  been  made,  the  cxpenccs  could  not  have  ai 
itelyhccnforcfeen,  while  the  right  honourable  gcntlemancontcD 
wt  if  the  eilimates  had  been  previoudy  produced  it  was  prob 
lat  the  whoie  pl-in  would  have  been  rejcAed.  Here  they  wci 
Tix  on  the  qucltion,  and  he  agreed  in  the  declaration  cX  his  1 
onourable  fncnd,  that  if  the  whole  were  to  be  done  over  again 
Epediency,  the  p^icy  and  the  benefit  of  the  mcafurc  were  fiK 
uift  induce  the  Houfcto  retain  the  opinion  they  had  already 
reffed.  If  in  the  quantom  there  had  been  any  improvident  ch 
r  expenditure,  then  there  ipigh^  have  heen  fufficient  grounc 
afqre  ;  but  as  it  was,  there  could  be  no  need  of  inquiry  to  k 
4ieiber  the  chatges  were  defbyed  out  of  the  utnordimiiei 


PARLIAMENTARY  [C< 

of  previous  cftimates. — There  was  i»  attempt  to  p 
:nce  improvident ;  and  if  there  had,  he  truftcd  it  w 
I  contradifled  by  the  uniform  praflice  of  Government, 
lion  of  Parliament.  He  had  faid  that  Parliament  had 
principle,  and  that  it  was  not  a  new  one.  But  the  righ 
I  gentleman  oppofite,  inhis  ufual  way,  contended  that 
a  ereifled  in  former  times,  were  exceptions  to  the  gcni 
t,  while  the  honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  him 
ntertain  a  (imilar  opinion  of  the  few  in  Scotland.  ^ 
it  honourable  friend  had  dated,  if  all  thofe  barracks  hai 
ir  atone  time,  they  would  have  contained  20,000  tr 
1  that  ftatemcnt  alone  he  reftcd  his  defence,  that  it  « 
^tion  tiom  the  general  principle.  Such  was  the  cal 
of  the  queAioi>^-the  other  was  that  which  went  i 
ther  there  was  any  ground  of  abufe  to  juilify  the  mot 
;  there  appeared  to  be  none,  he  Ihould  give  it  lus  decii 

Hr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  fupported  the  motion, 
led,  in  oppofition  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
!m  of  erefting  barracks  was  entirely  new,  and  not  rt 
tny  principle  of  the  Britilli  Cohfliiuiion,  and  objcdted 
iccafions  by  the  beil  authorities.  Heofafervcd  whateve 
c  might  be  for  it,  that  this  lyUem  had  been  put  into  t 
le  greaCert  extent  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed.  If 
jurable  Secretary '3  argument  held  good,  that  this  was  tl 
wav  of  quartering  troops,  why  did  he  not  fubmit  th 
j(c  at  the  outfet  of  the  bufinefs  i  One  of  the  bed  exc 
«d  one  that  had  occaficwieij  this  fytlem  to  be  borne 
ence  it  had  been,  was  the  relief  given  to  tnn-kcep 
»ti^,  as  he  did,  the  great  burden  and  inccHtvcntenc 
'  fett  by  quartering  foldiers,  might  not  compcnfation  h 
!e  to  them  ;  and  if  but  a  part  of  the  enormous  expenc 
;shad  been  applied  as  an  increafe  to  the  daily  pay  of  1 
'ould  have  afforded  means  of  a  much  more  conllituci 
ttial  relief  to  the  innkeepers  than  the  cre^Kon  of 
Fas  faid,  that  the  expence  was  chiefly  incurred  in  bar 
cavalry  ;  and  it  appeared  that  about  a  million  of  mi 
I  expended  in  the  acoomnwdation  of  only  5000 
fight  honourable  Secretary  tiad  faid,  that  our  mcdiod  ol 
foldiers  hitherto  was  different  froiii  the  conduct  of 
tries  ;  he  hoped  \n  God  it  always  would  be  fo  j  our 
was  difiereru  fnnn  that  of  mofl  other  countries ;  and  1 
the  conflitutional  mode  of  quaiteong  foldiers,  ado] 
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roved  fay  the  wirdom  and  experience  of  otir  ancefbrs  in  th 
Itcd  monarchy,  would  not  be  abandoned  for  the  fyAem  of  bai 
lS,  III  only  for  the  motl  abfotute  smd  defpotic  governments. 
Vlr.  COURTENAY  faid,  he  could  not  give  a  filcnc  vote  o 
quellion,  without  injuflicc  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Scck 
'  at  War),  who  had  not  been  treated  with  all  that  candour  an 
ncfs,  to  which  he  thought  his  right  honourable  friend  cDlitlec 
im  an  uncommon  fpccics  of  ingenuous  modefty  (not  always  to  b 
id  in  a  Miniflcr)  his  right  lionourablc  fdcnd  had  concealctl  froi 
Houfc  a  moft  extraordinary  and  ample  fund,  to  fuppiy  in  a  grfc 
ifure  the  enormous cxpcnce  of  crcfling  barracks  In  every  parte 
kingdom.  He  had  been  accidentally  informed  that  by  a  nei 
nioft  judicious  order  juft  ilfucd  from  the  War  Office,  that  al 
dung  of  tlie  dragoon  horfcs,  which  from  time  immemorial  hai 
laincd  a  douceur,  and  perquiliteof  the.foldiers,  was  now  to  b 
,  and  the  produce  remitted  to  the  War  Office,  to  be  lodged  ii 
;  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  applied  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  Stap 
.  Cojirtenay  faid,  that  he  entertained  the  higheft  refped  an 
liration  of  the  prcfent  Adminillration ;  he  iputl  own  he  ha 
ibts  whether  in  their  prefent  arduous  and  critical  fltuation,  the 
condefcended  to  contra^  their  comprehenfivc  and  elevate 
ids  to  fuch  a  minute  object  of  economy  ;  but  fuch  was  the  natut 
charadter  of  true  and  elevated  genius — nothing  could  be  to 
It  and  capacious — nothing  could  be  too  minute  or  microfcopi 
for  its  invelligation.  Here  was  a  new  and  unexpeilcd  relburc 
ovcrcd^to  fuppoit  public  credit,  fupply  the  Trcafury,  and  t 
ve  to  all  Europe  that  our  ways  and  means  were  incxhaunible 
I  was  enraged  from  tlie  very  dung  of  our  cavalry  ;  and  (he  un 
:edented  economy  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  by  the  eretflioi 
extenlion  of  the  new  fyftcm  of  barracks,  fupponcd  the  finince 
he  country.  The  orders  cxprefsly  iffued  from  the  War  Oflic 
e,  that  whoever,  by  a  fair  competition,  of^rcd  the  moll  advan 
:buE  terms  for  a  whole  year's  dung,  (hould  h-.ive  pri:fercncc 
■m  the  charadler  of  his  honourable  friend,  every  competico 
;ht  give  in  his  propsfitions  with  the  uimofl  conHdencc,  wd 
red  that  no  dilingenuous  proceedings,  and  no  partiality,  eve: 
I  freeman  of  Norwich,  would  preclude  any  pcrlun  fro[h  the  fai 
jull.  profits  which  might  rcfult  from  public-fpititcd  and  honO 
ipetition.  But  this  was  not  all  ^  the  Board  of  Agriculture  hai 
XI  the  matter  into  their  ferious  conlideraiion,  and  from  th 
lorn  and  patriotic  principlet  which  aftuatcd  them  and  their  Sccie 
:s,  could  our  c^^k^^ohs  ba  too  fangutne.  Perhaps  if  the 
Ld  do  it  with  due  decorum,  this  happy  regulation  might  be  rx 
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tended  to  the  infantry;  if  lb,  a  flanding  army  tn  tiim 
■would  be  of  the  grcateft  utility,  the  wafle  hnds  impn 
cultivation  carried  to  the  uttnoll  perfe<9ion,  by  the  crciflic 
neks.  The  ingenuity  of  the  Secretary  of  that  Board  inde 
infurcd  fuccefs ;  he,  like  Virgil,  (as  Mr.  Addifon  had 
Obfervcd)  could  fcattcr  his  dung  with  an  air  of  majefty 
royal  domains  principally  derived  their  rich  and  f^ourifh 
from  the  manure  he  had  bellowed  on  them.  Mr.  Court 
ed,  that  he  really  was  dubious  of  the  information  he  hai 
relative  to  the  new,  grand,  andailonilhing  regulation,  till  t 
information  fanclioncd  by  the  authority  of  his  right  honourat 
The  laudable  arid  mipQti;  attention  pnid  by  the  Miniilers 
the  form  and  cilLnce  of  tlicconliitution,  was  cxcmpliBed  i 
^int.  It  had  bcenufual,  during  the  alTizes,  to  remove  t 
fcft  even  the  appearance  of  the  military  fliould  excite  any  < 
jcaloufy,  fo  tenacious  were  our  anccftors  of  their  civil  rigt 
fince  the  new  barrack  fyilem,  as  that  is  a  meafure  become 
cable,  what  was  the  expedient  ?  Why  the  foldiers  wen 
to  the  barracks  during  that  period  ;  but  as  the  fame  difcip) 
not  be  fo  well  extended  to  the  officers,  they  were  allowed 
the  town  in  coloured  clothes ;  in  thisdifgufe  they  Were  graci 
mitted  to  walk  about.  The  privates  were  by  this  means 
ftnm  frequenting  the  courts  of  law,  and  frcm  hearing  any 
which  might  relax  their  morals,  and  inftil  notions  inci 
with  the  implicit  obedience  with  which  ii  was  their  duty 
themfelves  on  all  occafions.  On  another  part,  Mr.  ( 
afferted,  that  lus  right  honourable  friend  had  been  mifreprcfe 
his  expreflions  perverted.  He  hnd  faid  that  the  foldiers, 
fliut  up  in  barracks,  were  fccluded  from  htaring  the  fed 
bauching  orations  and  arguments  which  had  been  held  te 
and  thereby  their  morals  and  principles  prefcrved  pure  an 
taminated.  All  this  was  ftriflly  true,  according  to  the  ex 
he-  fhould  give.  He'  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  fon 
mcnts  of  his  honourable  friend,  with  his  endiufiaftic  altac 
conflituliunal  rcvolutbnary  doctrines,  to  milhkc  his  mean! 
knew  that  Mr.  Reeves  and  his  alTociation  had  ramified  in  co: 
and  fub-commitiees,  and  interior  clubs  over  the  whole 
His  honourable  friend  knew  too  well,  that  th^  anxioui 
voured  to  uncitizen  the  foldiCr,  to  make  him  defptfe  all 
and  privileges  of  an  Englilhinan,  and  only  to  look  up  to  t! 
and  his  fuperior  officers  ;  to  tbrget  that  he  was  paid  by  tt 
and  to  imbibe  thole  tpcan  degrading  dofirines  which  the 
men  liad  £>  indu(liiou|ly  circulated,  namely,  that  ihe  Houfi 
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were  a  corrupt'  and  unneecflaiy  branch  of  the  L^flature,  anfi 
Uyan  injuriouscheckon  thegracioiisanJ  beneficent  prerc^tivcs 
:  Crown,  and  thst  our  bappincfs  would  be  promntcd  by  lofing 
beitics.  His  right  honourable  friend  therefore  rejoiced  that  the 
rs  were  crammed  in  barracks,  and  cut  off  from  ihe  ibcietj-  of 
arfonj-thc  excireman,  and  the  jnembcrs  of  Mr.  Reeves's  club, 
eat  the  fame  time  were  conclgfive  arifwcrs  to  fome  gentlemen, 
didnot  enter  into  the  philofophicabJlraflion  of  his  right  honour- 
riend  s  logic.  The  late  I-ord  Chatham,  Blackftonc,  Montefquieu, 
ill  coincided  in  fcmimcnt,  that  feparaiing  the  foldier  from  the 
y  of  the  citizen,  might  be  attended  with  the  mod  darken )us 
quence.s  in  a  free  countr)'.  Why? — Bccaufe  the  fpirit  antl 
tftcr  of  the  mitiCary  would  f(X)n  preponderate  ;  they  would  coii- 
thcmfclvc-s  as  a  di(4in<ft  and  fcparat-?  part  of  the  community, 
er  actuated  by  the  fame  intercfts,  wilhes,  nor  generous  fcnti- 
s  to  the  people.  But  bis  right  honourable  friend  had  afled  on 
:rem  motive;  a  .motive,  which  thofe enlightened  ftatcftnen, 
TS,  and  philofophcrs,  muft  have  approved — He  had  fcparatcd 
jldier  from  the  general  mafs  of  the  people,  by  whom  they  might 
be  corrupted  arid  perverted  ;  in  the  barracks,  the  true,  free, 
liberal  pnndplcs  of  the  conrtitutinn -might  Jie  inftilled  into 

;  and  by  this  means  they  would  become  the  guardians  of  our 
I'and  liberties,  and  a  patriot  and  foldier  would  be  in  future 
liraous  terms.  Mr.  Cfiiirtenay  faid,  he  had  but  a  fingic  oli- 
tion  more  to  make.  His  right  honourable  friend  had  warmly  and 
-ouSy  expatiated  on  the  heartfelt  plcafure  he,  in  common  wiih 
reft  of  His  Majcfty's  mini'^crs,  enjoyed,  in  havirg  an  oppor- 
y  of  relieving  the  half-pay  lirt,  by  the  appointment  of  meriro- 

oflicers  to  the  employment  of  barnck-maflcrs.  They  had  fix 
fifty  places  to  bellow  ;  and,  Mr.  Courtcnay  faid,  he  was  per- 
rpcrfoaded,  that  fifty,  at  4caft,  gallant  and  veteran  officers  had 

provid«d,for  by  this  noble  arrjji>emetit,  without  any  regard 
eflion  jobs  or  any  improper  influence.  He  would  therefore 
:  for  a  new  lift  of  fuch  barrack- mafters— that  the  country  might 

another  proof  of  rhs  virtue,  patriottfrn,  and  generofiiy  of  His 
jftyVs  admi^iliranwi !      ■ 

[r.  GREY  faid,  he  had 'no  incllnatioit  to  enter  into  the  ge- 
;  argument,'  but  rofa  ij)  cojifequchte  of  a  ftatement  of  his  owti 
I  fOKmet  m^,  whi^  bad  been  alluded  to  and  contr«dlfl«d. 
as  whan  he  ftated  jhe  -fian  espendcd  on  the  creflion  of-  borraAs 
Linted  to  1, 100,0001.  The  right  honOmnhle  Paymafter  of 
forces. bad  faid>  it  did  mjt  «itceod  900,000!.  Hcnow, upgn 
icr  cxaminaoon,  found  it  to  be  1,026,000!.  which  was  ckarly 
^01.  XLV.  3  E 
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proved  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  which  (iim  h 
pcnded  without  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  Parliament 
tion  which,  from  its  nature  and  inignitude,  called  for  i 
inquiry.  As  to  what  the  right  honourable  Secrctarf 
die  fubjefV  of  patnmage,  he  thanked  him,  as  he  did  n 
tedatc  precifcljr  what  he  had  faid  before  ;  and  whe^er 
it  loofidy  or  no,  one  fa£t  was  admitted,  that  ft  perfon  h 
punted  barrack- mafter  for  two  years,  at  a  place  where 
were  now  to  be  ereifled  ;  and  being  an  ufcful  man  at  eli 
he  was  now,  by  way  of  compenfation,  appointed  to  a 
tivc  place,  which  he  might  be  equally  well  qualified 
did  not  mean  now  to  a/guc  the  quellioii  of  the  piO[ 
fyllem  of  ere^ing  barracks  ;  he  agreed  wiih  the  right 
gentleman,  that  the  qucition  before  the  Houfe  was  mucl 
and  as  that  gentleman  had  himfclf  acknoipledged  the  irr 
leafl,  of  incurring  fo  much  expencc  witb<)&t  tbe  confer 
ment,  he  hoped  his  future  oondu6l  would  be  influent 
be  bad  (fatted  to  be  his  prefent  opinion.  He  contended 
probation  of  the  Houfe  was  not  to  be  implied  from  the 
upon  (he  motion  of  another  honourable  friend  of  his,  ft 
on  ihe  contrary  thought  that  if  the  Houfe  had  rcall; 
accent  Of  this  TyAem,  they  never  could  have  omfentcc 
had  only  one  or  two  quedioni  to  put :  What  muA  we 
permanent  barracks  on  a  peace  eftabUAiment  i  If  t 
racks  were  to  hold  34,000  troops,  and  the  old  ac 
20,000,  this  would  be  54,000  men  on  a  peace  e(l 
that,  he  tnifted,  no  minifler  would  dare  to  propofe  in 
It  had  be«i  faid  that  the  barracks  mi^t  be  filled  with  t 
dKn  could  they  make  out  that  this  was  the  cheapeft  « 
Ccring  men,  by  keeping  up  barracks  for  many  mor 
wanted  ?  The  principal  queftion,  to^which  he  callet 
0rer,  was  refpe^ng  die  expence  incurred  for  tempon 
There  were  two  accounts,  one  of  243,000!.  the  other  < 
-  it  was  ntccCbiy  to  know  whether  thele  were  dil^3 
whether  the  lefler  was  included  in  the  greater  ;  whet 
was  opended  during  the  laft  five  years,  or  «11  expcndt 
If  previous  to  laA  fan,  Minifters  kiKW  the  whole  a 
they  gave  in  the  firil  account  j  they  .ought  not  to  hav« 
But  tfirough  the  whcte  of  this  bufincfs,  as  on  man; 
lions,  he  accuTed  Miniftcrs  of  fctting  the  privileges  ol 
and  the  prii>ciplct  of  tiK  coniHturion,  at  defiance.  I 
'.  view  to  get  afianfwcr  to  this  latl  queltion  tiut  he  ha 
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len  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  were  produced,  he  would 

ler  into  the  fubjcft. 

STEELE  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentlemen  had  alluded 
mer  debate,  he  mufV  be  cxcufcd  fur  dnng  tlic  fame.  He 
1  the  ftatement  he  had  given  in  his  former  Tpecch,  contend- 

the  corre£tnefs  of  the  accounts,  and  the  wifli  that  Mini- 
id  to  give  every  polTtblc  information.  He  difiercd  widdy 
lie  honourable  gentleman's  ideas,  that  To  large  a  peace  eth- 
nt  as  50  or  even  40,000  troops  were  to  be  kept  up ;  the 
s  not  fo,  nor  were  there  barracks  yet  for  more  than  1 5,ooo» 
en  the  intended  plan  was  complete,  they  vould  not  exceed 
).  He  faid,  that  former  Minilters  had  been  oliljged  to  em- 
[lart  of  the  public  money  in  a  diflercnt  manner  from  that  in 
it  n-ns  difpofcd  by  the  Appropriation  A£l  ;  during  the  whole 
American  war  this  was  panicularly  the  cafe.  The  prefent 
llor  of  the  Exchequer,  therefore,  had  followed  the  txample  ' 
redeccfTors. 

GREY  wifhcd  the  right  honourable  gcntletnan  much  jojr 
efence  ;  — that  he  who  came  mto  office  to  reform  abufes  and  ■ 
^nce,  (hould  be  juftificd  by  bad  precedents,,  by  precedcnta 
ic  himfclf  had  fo  loudly  condemned,  was  indent  extraordi- 
but  it  was  fuch  a  jul^ification  as  needed  no  reply.  Mr»' 
ere  explained  refpcfling  the  barrack  accounts. 

STEELE  again  defended  tbofc  accounts,  cenfuted  Mr. 
3r  his  fufpiciuns  of  their  ^irnefs,  and  allured  him  he  lud 

out  nothing  improper  in  them,  notwithfbiMJli^  all  his 

GREY  faid,  his  fufpicions  were  fuch  at  became  a  maaG^ 
iament,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  watch,  with  a  jealous  eye,'  tfie  ' 
ture  of  the  public  money.  He  did  not  plume  himlelf  on 
vity  ;  but,  after  fecii^  fuch  cTroneoui  accounts  as  had  lately  . 
efented  to  that  Houfe,  he  m^fl  take  fhanoe  to  {(imfelf  that 
not  been  more  a£live  in  dete3ing  them. 
SHERIDAN,  Mr.  FOX,  and  Mr.  GREY  cgntendedr 
Dm  theiitlc  of  the  two  accountt,  theiewH  oti'  the  &ce  of 
ich  a  palpable  inoonfiflency,  dial  Ibne  cxpk4|n,was  ab- 
iteceflary.  In  the  accotint  upon  thc.a£fe,  3^^o^  is 
o  be  paid  to  the  Banack-mate  Genefltl,  and  expendettiit 
idion  of  tempoiaiy  banacks,  upon  a  warrant  dated  1 31^ 
[795  ;  while  the  account  pvcn  in  by  MiniAen  laft  ya^r' 
i  of  which  wai^-"  An  Account  of  Mooey  ilTued  to  the 
L-mafler  Geperal  for  Sunu  expended  and  due  (or  the  Erec- 
temporaiy  Bwncks,  up  tothe  ^.ifiof  Deeem^,'i79ji'* 
3E  a 
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afnountcd  only  to  243,000!.  a  difference  of  70,000!.  ^ 
either  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Barrack-mafter  General,  ot 
bi  othecwife  accounted  for. 

-  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr,  STEELE  contende 
accounts  were  right ;  and,  although  the  warrants  bore  s 
date,  it  did  not  follow  that  the  money  was  all  iffued  a 
and  that  they  bciicvcd  ahnoA  if  not  the  whole  of  3  ^4 
expended  in  1705. 

■  The  Houfc  diviilcd — 'Ayes,   24  ;  Noes,  98.     Ma^ 

Monday,   April  I  I . 

■  Mr,  ABBOT  gave  notice,  that  he  (liould  take  an  cai 
ntty  of  moving  for  a  commirtte  to  incjuirc  into  the  expi 
and  report  thrir  opinion  iipoii  rhcm  Xfi  the  HOufe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  fai^,  that  he  fhould  move,  to-rr 
certain  papers  concerning  this  fubjcfl,  which, .as  they 
granted  in  the  Lords,  wo'jld  nut,  he  prefumed,  be  refuft 
This,  however,  would  induce  hj  m  to  poOpone  the  motiur 
ht  had  given  notice,  for  a  few'days. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  on  this  day  f( 
af-committecof  waysand  means,  he  would  move  for  a  fi 
the  tax  upon  primed  calicoes,  which  he  had  been  oblige 
quilli.  He  would  take  tliat  opportunity  alfo  of  provjdii 
unforefeen  occurrences,  of  prapoling  certain  mewfurcs  fo 
plrt  of  the  unfunded  debt,  and  of  fubmitting  ro  the  c 
plan  for  remedying  the  gricvancir  to  which  tht  comnK 
arc  fubjefled  by  the  prefcnt  fcarcity  of  money- 

-  Mr.  GREY  moved,  that  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  arrears  of  the  land-tax,  ftandingoutat  Lady-day  1 
the   names  of  the   receivers,,  and  the  mCafurcs  tvhidi 
aiiopted  to  enforce  payment  of  thcfe  arrears. 
"  The  accountwas  ordered  to  be  produced. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  rofe,  purfuant  to  the  notice  he  had  | 
a  foimighc  9ga,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  improve 
tionof  tiptoes  and  other  (laves  in  the  BritiOi  colonieG. 
with  fbiT^ng'  the  inlportance  of  the  fubjc^  a  a  claim  u 
tention  of  the  IjOufe,  and  die  piuciiy  of  his  talents  a: 
'  tbcir  indn^ienoc.  The  mort  the  fubjci5l  was  confidcrct 
its  impdrtarfce  would  appear  i,  and  the  flrength  of  ftis  ca 
convincedi  A^rfedcd  die  neceflity  of  great  ability  in  it 
No  man  was  n»t«  apt  to  tire  the  Hbufe  with  a  dull,  t 
diutn,  but  he  would  endeavotir  as  little  as  po&ible  to  t! 
tlcnce.     \St  however,  his  talcnfj  proved  unequal  te  tbe 
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he  bad'  un^CTtakcn,  he  demanded  that  indulgence  which  the  ms] 

intude  of  liis  caufe  had  a  rijhi  to  cxpefl.     He  diffl'iifled  his  6y 

powers,  but  he  confided  in  th^  merit  i>f  nhnt  he  was  about  to  (be 

He  acknowlct^fd  himfclf  extrcifiety  Ihblc  to  be  interrupted  by  cl 

mouT3  and  gefiicuhdons ;  he  (hould  therefore,  in  the  oiurie  of  b 

fpeech,  keep  his  eye  fixed  upon  the  Sp«tker,  to  guard  as  much  ! 

poflible  ag;iinft  the  iSeSs  of  fuch  interruptions.      He  begged  tK 

the  Houfc  would  not  cnnclujc  before  lie  did,  or  that  they  would  n 

draw  hafty  inferences  front  any  part  of  his  fpeech,  but  that  tht 

would  compare  all  its  parts  together,  impartially  tracing  icft  confif 

Oleics  and  its  bearings.     .  He  was  forry  to'  fee  char  one  Koiioutab 

gendcman'(Mr.  Wilberforce)  who  had  taken  an  aiSivc  p^  in  tl 

buiinefs,  u  as  prevented  by  illncfs  from  artcndingin  his  place  ontl 

p-cfent  occafion,  as  he  cxpeiScd  confiderablc  fupport  and  afilftat> 

from  him  this  evening.     But  why  did  he  mention  one  individu^ 

He  cicpc^ed  that  fupport  from  cVery  man  in  the  Hooft,  if  genti 

men  in  their  fortrter  profefliohs  were  candid  and  fiiiccre.    For  wha 

ercr  might  be  thtar  opinion  of  paft  pniceedings,  what  he  was  no 

about  to  propofe,.  correfi'Ondcd  with  thofe  prsfelTions  which  thi 

had  uniformly  held  forth.     He  knew  that  fome  perfons  had  fa 

(and  he  bt.-gy:ed  that  the  anfwer  to  fuch  an  objcflion  might  not  I 

confidercd  in  the  light  of  an  apology  for  his  cauft,  for  it  required  1 

defence   againft  fuch  attacks)  that  the  matter  was  quiet,  and  th 

here  it  ought  to  reft.    No,  faid  Mr.  Francis,  it  is  not  at  reft,  oqg 

not  to  rert,   and  it  never  (hall  reft,   (h«igh  my  feeble  voice  aloi 

flioutd   be  he^rd  founding  the  alarm.     The  caufc  can  never  (& 

and  even  though  it  were  dead,  yet  it  fhaU  li\'c.     A  venerable  pe 

foo  once  laid,  >vhen  tho  fubjcdt  was  under  difeuflion-,  that  we  li' 

in  peace  and  happincfs  in  this  c<n)ntry,  and  that  it  was  idlcio  trouh 

ourfelves  about  the  fituation  of  any  defcription  of  people.     Bat 

was  not  the  aurhority  of  him  who  delivered  this  fentiitierit,  th 

wotild  ever  deter  him  (Mr.   Francis)   from  cfpOufing  the  caufc 

an  oppretlcd  ind  highly-injured  race  of  imn,  and  f(tr  the  rc^rir 

of  his  condudt,  he  appealed  to  the  juft  and  manly  feelings  of  tl 

Houfe.     He  ht^wd  that  their  tate  rcfelution  would  appear  nc* 

tor  any  future  proceeding.     He  had  another  refolutibn,  paffed 

1792,  in  favour  of  the  abolition  upon  his  tide,  fd  tt^t  he  could  a 

peal  to  the  Houfe  againfl  itfelf.     He  was  forry  to  hav6  marked, 

thdr  proceedings,   fo  much  iiiconfiftcncy  of  charaiSer,  arid  he  d 

nM  wilh  to  (jpcak  of  their  vores  in  a  difrefpedlfiil  way,  but  he  ebu 

ptediiS  the  verdifl  which  wouW  be  paffed  upon  them  ly  the  pen  of  d 

ftiture  hiftorian.     There  was  one  right  honouraMe  gendeman  (M 

Pitt)  whofe  fuppOTt  ^ft  (he  ptefent  occafiDn,  pcriiapsy  be  might  I 
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could  that  be  r"  fiud  his  companion  ;  *'  I  iinderftoodL  you  had  voted 
againft  the  bilL"     "  Yes,"  he  replied,  "  I  did  j  but  ftill  I  voted    ^ 
ivith  the  Minifter.*'     Laying,   however,  all  thefe  coniiderationa  i 

afide,  he  hoped  for  the  altnoft  unanimous  fup^rt  of  the  Houfe  diis 
evening.     He  hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  total  abolition  wot|ld  ' 
noCreprdach  him  for  not  going  far  enoOgh  in  what  he  was  about  to  ^ 

propofe,  when  he  aflfurcd  them  that  the  plan  was-  far  Ihort  of  hif 
wifties,  but  that  it  was  limited  by  a  refolution,  not  to  confound  it  < 

with  any  proceeding  which  had  hitherto  taken  place,  and  upon  which  f 

the  Houfe  had  already  come  to  a  final  determination.  Neither  did 
he  expeS  oppoiition  from  the  planters,  who  had  uniformly  mani- 
feded  themfelves  friendly  to  fchemes  of  regulation.  If  it  was' 
aflccd,  what  he  wifhed  to  do  ?  it  certainly  would  not  be  thoi^ght 
that  he  had  any  idea  of  an  abolition,  which  for  the  prefent  had  met 
wi^h  a  decided  negative.  This  then  was  out  of  the  queftion.  If 
he  was  aiked,  if  he  intended  an  emancipation — he  would  anfwcr 
No.     This  was '  out  of  his  power  ;  and  though  it  were  in  his  '.' 

power,  he  would  not  be  difpofed  tb  favour  the  p|an,  becaufe  he  da- 
red not  venture  upon  it.  Would  it  be  aiked,  then,  if  he  wifhed  to  ^ 
give  them  equal  rights?  He  would  anfwerNo;  for  equal  rights  ^  ; 
were  equivalent  to  an  emancipation.  .  What  then,  it  would  be  do-  \ 
manded,  did  he  intend  ?  To  beftow  upon  the  flaves  every  benc;fit  j 
which  their  fituation,  compatible  with  their  fervices,  was  capaUe  of  .  ^ 
receiving.  It  was  nothisiwiih  to  abolifh  fervice,  but  to  render  |; 
them  better  fervants,  by  making  them  lefs  flaves  than  they  weie  K 
before,  and,  by  nnaking  them  better  fervants,  to  improve  the  minds  ^ 
of  their  mafters.  He  might  as  well  attempt  to  abolifli  the  nalilm  r 
«.  r  .  'an,  as  to  aboli(h  fervice.  Service  was  the  great  charafteriftk;  * 
of  man ;  for  he  was  the  only  animal  which  had  the  power  of  ren- 
dering the  aftions  of  his  fellows  ufef ul  to  himfclf.^  What  then,  it 
wouM  be  reiquired,  was  the  objeS  which  he  had  in  view  ?  In  or-  r 
der  to  have  a  proper  notion  of  his  objeA,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  in-  », 
quire  into  the  afiual  fituadon  of  the  nqgroes  in  the  Weft  Indies:—  ) 
They  have  been  defcribed  by  a  writer,  who  is  a  friend  to  the  trade» 
as  havir^  a  houfe  and  garden  of  their  own  ;  as  having  food,  and  < 
clothing  fut^plied  by  their  mafters  ;  as  attended  by  the  beft  dodoiv^  ^ 
when  fick ;  and  as  amufing  themfelves,  at  leifure  hours,  with 
fyrings  and  fiures  td  catch  wild  pigeons.  Now,  according  to  this 
acoountj  a  nc;groe  in  the  Weft  India  plantations  is  in  a  ftateof  Pa- 
radife.  He  knew  that  there^  were  fome  porfons,  whofe  humaniqf 
had  fo  improved  their  condidon,  and  fo  far  as  that  extended  or  qp^  ;j 
rated,  he  did  not  deny  it.  He  took  evexy  alTertion  of  this  fort,^  :; 
.however,  as  an  admiiSon  thai  focb  things  ought  to  be  dons  j  mi,         t 
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was  nan;  but  the  voluntiiy  i£t  of  a  few, lie  cbnceive 
forced  in  all.  He  would  pow  fljcw  the  Tcvcrfc  of  tl 
,  and  what  \h£  real  condition  of  tlie  slaves  was.  1 
w  but  will— no  govertunent  but  the  whip.  They  hat 
n  whatfocver  from  the  magiftrates — no  marriage,  th; 
no  bond  which  conftitutcd  t^KZ.'nciiluin  matrimsnii — nt 
li^on,  and  o£  courfe  no  propagation^  If  thcr  had  thi 
they  muft  multiply ;  and  if  they  had  them  not,  the 
be  die  fafl,  fur  one  propolUion  proves  the  other.  ] 
of  the  fidl  pTopofidOn  be  true,  tjien  it  appears,  that 
tity  of  flavcs  imported  into  the  colonies  of  late  j-ears, 
ion  would  have  increafed  to  fjch  a  degree,  that  they  n 
ned  nofupply  in  order  to.  keep  up  the  numbers.  Tl 
tlicrefurc,  of  continuing  the  trade  proved  the  axiom  tc 
on.  Jle  Ihould  be  afked  then,  do  yuu  mean  to  gi 
bciiefitG  of  law,  government,  marriage, -morals,  and 
hould  anfwer  no-^hey  are  not  in  a  ilate  to  receive  thi 
It  as  well  attcijipt  to  -Tow  corn  on  gravel  or  on  marble. 
/^ell-meaning  pcrfbns  have  wi(hed,  oreadeavoured,  to  i 
jcs  the  benefit  of  religion.  This  hi  thoujTJii  not  only 
oious  in  their  prefent  ftatc.  He  begged  the  Houfe, 
wate  of  anticipating  his  conclufion.  That,  at  drU  R 
ipreflion  muft  appear  objectionable,  he  be^ed  to  b 
ithat  he  entertained  a  high  fenfc  of  real  piety  and  relij 
ght  that  they  who  left  them  out  in  matters  of  legidatic 
•hf  ccnder  their  fyiiem  of  legtdation  weak  and  imperfe 
1  you  teach  an  uninformed  negroc  to  pray,  youliouk 
hat  ^leTpair  and  abandoned  guilt  never  pray.  In  the  | 
f^rifee  qnd  the  publican,  the  publican  hid  his  faoe. 
Id  have  negtpcs  pray,  you  muft  firft  teach  thom  to  hop 
(c  them,  when  you  raightas  well  baptife  your  dogs  ar 
vbat  idea  can  they  entertain  of.that  Being,  who  tias, 
i  comprehcnfjons,  given  every  thii^  to  a  white  man, 
:  out  nothing  to  a  black  bub  Havcry  and  opprelfion  r 
of  negroes,  dierefijre,  is  the  laft  aft  of  homan  in^i< 
Id  go  to  a  higher  authority. for  the  truth  pfthis.^D^ 
ing  from  abook,  whidi,  whedtcr  conlidcrad  as-x 
an  produiSion,  certainty  contained  in  it  thfc  dii^tes  t 
am,  and  was^moreover^bocdt  iivthe  reconuncndstion 
Uytnan,  be , might ^thou^  dilintercfied.  Hcthc 
I  the  parable  af'the.lbwer  and.lhc  feed  inth©  Now-  J 
verie  which  fays,  "  Tbe  oniy.feed  that-  brought  i 
that  whicbifcU^ino^ood  groundt"  the  meaning  of  w 
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It  the  mind,  to  be  capable  of  tn(lni£lion,  muft  be  firil  prq>ared 
receive  it.  Then  what  is  your  Ttmcdy,  in  order  to  impart  to 
:m  th!i  capability  of  receiving  inllru£iion.  In  one  irord  it  is 
jpcrty,  not  in  money  nor  in  moveables,  but  in  land.  Property 
the  foundation  of  fociety.  In  that  acorn  is  the  oak  containied, 
d  under  that  tree  he  may  flourifh  and  be  happy,  that  19  with  time, 
ans,  and  fecurity.  Property  originates  in  cultivation,  and  out 
that  (ingle  a£l  all  the  red  will  gradually  proceed  or  may  be  in- 
iftcd  in  it,  for  wc  have  it  from  tlic  mouth  of  a  king,  "  Truth 
11  flouriflioutof  die  earth."  "  Virltas  dt  ttrra,  trta  ifi."  Howl 
\  it  be  faid,  property  to  a  Have  ?  Yes,  property  to  a  flavc. 
long  the  Romans  die  flave  pofiefTed  apecuUum,  in  the  poflellion 
which  he  was  protcfled  by  the  laws.  Out  of  the  profits  of  this 
ultum  alfo  he  was  permitted  to  purchafe  another  ilavc,  and  fomc- 
les  his  freedom.  Of  all  flavcs,pcrhaps,  the  condition  of  the  Helots 
Sparta^  was  the  moH  cruel,  degraded,  and  abominable,  yet  thej 
I  almoft  all  the  landed  property  under  their  management,  by  a 
:d  tenure.  The  Spartans  only  amufed  thcmfclves  in  peace  or 
k  up  arms  in  wars  while  the  Helots  or  flavcs  had  the  cultivation 
the  lands  entruAed  to  their  care,  upon  the  regular  payment  of  a 
id,  dcterminod  produce  to  their  maflcrs.  The  Uelot  was  as  fecure 
in  his  property  as  any  lawful  heir  with  us.  Such  alfb  was  the 
lationof  the  Zemindars  in  Bengal.  It  was  to  be  obfen'ed,  alfo, 
t  the  Spartans  had  often  recourfe  to  the  Helots  both  for  perfonal 
ftailce  in  battle,  or  fupplics  of  money,  inconfcqucnce  ofwhich 
flave  was  better  treated.  T^is  might  alfo  be  confidered  as  a 
ife  vhy  the  flaves  in  our  own  plantations  had  been  fo  ready  to 
c  up  arms.  In  his  opinicn  it  was  no  proof  of  afTci^on  lor  their 
Hers,  and  contentment  in  their  flatc,  as  had  been  urged,  that  thcf 
I  done  fo  ;  but  his  conclufion  was,  that  the  condition  of  a  negro, 
a  fblilier,  was  better  than  the  condition  of  a  n^ro  in  the  fields.' 
lat  was  prccifely  the  cafe  with  the  Helots,  and  there  was  little 
ibt  but  that  it  was  fo  in  our  colonics.  In  foctety,  or  in  contaft 
h  focicty,  property  is  infinitely  more  ncceflary  to  a  (la\e  than  a 
eman.  Without  it,  he  is  incapable  of  receiving  any  focial  bcne- 
3r  modem  improvement.  The  favage  is  fatisficd  with  his  liberty ; 
1  having  little  or  no  idea  of  property,  has  ftill  Icfs  of  law  or 
lement ;  while  in  fociety  a  free  man  may  contrive  to  fhift  v'lih- 
:  property  bccaufc  he  is  free.  There  is  an  adage  that  "  fervice 
he  man's  calling,"  that  is,  bccaufc  he  knows  it  to  be  voluntary, 
lis  fiarms  the  eflential  diftinftion  between  flavery  and  fervii.-c. 
lere  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  fervicesare  reciprocal.  Now 
whatever  dcgtee  freedom  can  be  imparted  to  the  (lave,  provide* 
Vev  XLV.  3  F 


,  PARLIAMENTARY  [Coi 

M  accompanied  with  profit,  the  more  rigoTDUS  and  powe 
ire  will  be.  Montefquieu  has  related  that  the  labour 
ncs  was  maintained  by  Utile  privileges,  perquVGtes,  and 
that  men  became  reconciled  to  that  mofl  horrible  of  all 
;nts,  to  dig  as  it  were  in  the  center  of  the  earth  for 
:ount  of  the  little  advantages  annexed  to  their  employmc 
is  Cicero  truly  obfcrve*  "  Cupiditaie  pteuUi  nullam  co, 
■utant  duriffunie  ftnj'ilulis."  Thcfc  were  the  princtp] 
licli  he  formed  his  motion.  The  general  objefl  was  to 
vcs  a  legal  allotment  of  a  cottage  and  piece  of  land,  w 
d  implements  to  cultivate  it,  and  fecurity  for  the  piodui 
IS  not  prepared  for  objections,  and  merely  fubmitted  hi 

fomc  foundation  fur  future  proceedings.  He  thought  it ' 
ih  convenient  and  ufcful  to  enforce  fuch  relations  by  1 
ufe  fomc  compulfion  would  be  neceflary  to  talu  in  all  du 
d  oblige  cveiy  pl:intcr  and  proprietor  to  adq>t  this  plan. 
ands  might  periiaps  be  better  prepared  than  others.  1 
ay  however  to  enforce  it  generally,  appeared  tobcbyfud 
antcr  nor  proprietor  to  keep  more  negroes  on  his  eflate 
>uld  really  feed,  in  the  lame  manner  as  farmers,  ip  this 
oportton  their  fervants  to  the  flock  of  their  farms.  The 
(b  be  ^n  allowance  in  favour  of  marriage,  and  the  flave  i 
lid  his  allotment  of  land  for  li£e,  and  not  to  be  fenoveab 
irtied  to  bring  the  condition  of  a  ne^  flave  as  nearly  ai 

that  of  a  yillain  Regardant,  under  the  feudal  fyflem. 
larriagea  were  encouraged,  they  ought  alfo  to  be  prote 
hich  account  penalties  fhould  be  levied  upon  rapes  and  l< 
[arriagcs  could  never  be  expcfled  to  be  frequent  wh'Je 
m^ined  at  the  difpo&l  of  the  ovcrfeer,  and  parents  vfir^ 

look  upon  their  children  as  a  curfe,  Inflead  of  a  hlcf&i 
d  not  intend  to  name  the  penalties,  bccaufc  although 
iidied  the  fubje£t  clolely,  he  had  not  decided  upon  them ; 
itcred  fo  far  into  the  Retail  as  to  be  of  opinion  that  np  ma 
:  fuffcrcd  toafl  as  an  ovcrfeer  unlcfs  he  were  marrjed,  i 
ilefs  he  had  arrived  at  a  certain  age,  becaufe  he  thou^t 
ly  to  have  fome  check  upon  the  paflion  of  un  overicer ; 
omen  were  beft  fuitcd  to  look  after  women,  the,  wife 
ufted  with  the  care  of  the  female  (laves.  The  grcatcfl  impj 
■  all  wpuld  be  to  remove  the  lafh  from  the  hand  of  the 
ccounts  of  punilliment  inBifled  by  this  weapon  had  been 
I  evidence,  and  fome  of  them,  particularly  on  a  wpman 
)n,  were  too  Iiorriblc  to  repeat.  The  remedy  which 
>f^d  for  this  was  to  cilabltfli  a  jurifdi^on  of  flavcs  < 
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another.     It  might  ^  faid  that  you  could  never  bring  them  to  do 
juftice.     He  fliould  be  always  loth  to  take  the  account  of  a  flave's  ], 

Cranlgreflion  from  an  overfeer,  and  he  believed  that  good  and  humane  !i 

men  fo  lor^  as  they  found  their  returns  good,  had  been  often  im-  I 

pofed  upon  by  fo  doing.     The  method  he  fuggefted  had  already  ^ 

been  pra6Hfed«     It  was  to  try  the  culprit  by  a  jury,  who  were  to  be  3 

feleded  from  the  beft  men,  and  a  right  of  chalje^ge  was  to  be  given  -^ 

both  to  the  ovcrfecr  and  the  offender.     One  of  the  jury  alfo  fhould  \ 

be  chofen  to  infli<ft  the  punifhment,  and  the  overfeer  might  preiide  * 

to  nutigate  or  remit  the  punifhment,  but  fhould  never  be  allowed  to  \ 

judge  nor  execute.     If  there  was  any  danger  of  injuftice  to  be  ap«  j 

prehended  from  this  mode,  he  was  inclined  to  tliink  it  would  lean 
tofcvcrity.  As  tothe  pradlicabilityof  it,  a  gentleman,  who  might 
poflibly  be  known  to  many  members  of  that  Houfe,  but  with  whom 


'1  i 


he  had  not  the  happinefs  to  be  acquainted,  had  already  carried  it  .  ^ 


5 


into  efFeft  The  gentleman  he  alluded  to  was  Sir  William  Gibbs» 
of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes.     Look  to  the  fepoy  fervice  in  India,  ^ 

and  you  will  find  the  trial,  and  execution  of  fepoy  malefadors,  \ 

condu<Sted  in  the  fame  way,  and  juftice  has  never  yet  failed  in  any  j! 

one  inibince,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  commanding  officer  has  often  ii 

been  difpofed  to  mitigate^  He  gave  an  inilance  of  a  man  fuppofed 
to  be  mad,  who  afTafTmated  Captain  Ewers  at  the  head  of  his  regt* 
ment,  when  the  grenadiers  immediately  clofed  upon  him,  and  they 
could  hardly  be  prevented  from  tyiilg  him  to  a  horfe*s  tail,  to  be  • 
torn  in  pieces.  He  was  afterwards  executed  with  fome  a£ts  of 
barbarity.  Sir  William  Gibbs  has  given  his  flaves  land  and  flock,  . 
he  encourages  marriage,  and  never  has  them  tried  or  pwnifhed,  ? 

but  by  a  jury  of  their  own  fpecies.     The  confequence  of  thefe  wife  |: 

regulations  is,  that  his  negroes  do  double  work,  becaufe  they  arc  i 

well  fed,  and  nO  man  is  better  ferved.     Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  did  |j 

not  know  this  worthy  man,  but  he  refpeiJed  him  for  the  foundnefs  ij 

of  his  principles.     There  were  other  regulations  to  be  adopted,  fuch  ,  i 

as  the  appointment  of  tribunals  and  magiftrates,  from  perfon$  of 
great  authority  and  independent  fituations.  This  part  he  confclfcd 
he  had  not  prepared,  but  he  would  mention  another  regulation, 
which  was  hinted  to  him  by  a  relation  of  his,  Mr.  Godfchall 
Johnfon,  which  related  alfo  to  the  internal  ftate  of  the  colonies,  and 
was  extremely  neceffary.  He  meant  the  appointment  of  magiftrates 
to  fuperintend  the  market,  to  fee  that  traders  did  not  add  to  th^ 
feparation  of  families,  that  the  huiband  was  not  torn  away  from 
the  wife,  nor  the  mother  carried  into  flavery  without  the  child.  If 
it  be  faid  that  mod  of  thefe  things  were  already  granted  and  enjoyed, 
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took  it  as  he  before  Hated,  as  an  adiniflion,  that  diey 
fo,  and  provided  they  were,  there  could  be  no  ohjefi 
/  of  this  defcription,  fince  the  compiilfion  -would  there 
rden.  He  thoi^ht  it  prbper,  before  he  brought  this  pi 
;  Houfc,  to  confult  with  Mr.  Buike  upon  it,  for  altht 
itleman  had  feparated  himfelf  from  thofe  perfons-with  ' 
■s  formerly  conneflcd,  that  reparation  had  not  impa 
endfhip.  Mr.  Burke's  apprehenGon  of  his  plan  outib 
planation,  and  he  found  that  he  had  anticipated  his  ii 
ly,  his  vaft  and  comprchenfivc  mind,  with  its  ufual  c 
d  framed  a  wider  plan.  One  (ketch  of  it  he  had  gii 
ne  ago  to  a  gentleman  in  Ireland,  and  another  lately 
nourable  gentleman  in  that  Houfe.  Mr.  Francis  fa 
t  feen  it,  but  from  what  he  undcrftood  of  it  he  thougl 
iced  too  much  at  once.  If  he  were  to  fpeculatc  upon  t 
3uld  choofe  that  of  Mr.  Burke's ;  but  if  he  were  to 
her,  he  fhould  prefer  his  own,  becaufe  his  own  was  pi 
hey  were  not,  however,  he  conceiyed,  to  be  compare 
T.  Burke's  plan  were  to  be  attempted  to  be  put  in  exec 
ght  to  be  in  the  Houfc  himfelf  to  do  it,  for  no  vu! 
uld  reach  to  execute  his  gr;ind  dctigns.  He  would  g 
ly  to  him,  becaufe  nonf-.rtt  ineertut,  and  becaufe  he  ft 
f  unable  to  wield  the  armour  of  Achilles.  The  nex 
>uld  be,  through  what  medium  was  this  plan  to  be  i 
he  t;reafcfl  diiTiculiy  lay  in  rhc  execwion,  in  which  an 
is  fubjcift,  of  all  o'hcrs,  was  moft  likely  to,  fail.  For  n 
otc£tion  could  be  afforded  to  negroes,  untiT  they  are 
ifed  to  a  itatc  of  irrind  and  charadter,  that  (hall  entitli 
edit  from  their  evidence.  When  he  looked  to  the  f 
£ans,  the  plan  might  be  good,  and  the  means  unadvi 
:e  verja.  He  did  not,  however,  choofe  to  leave  th 
ccution  to  the  colonial  L^itlatures,  becaufe  he  conee 
)uld  be  boti)  incapable  and  unwilling  to  enforce  them, 
rdty  pofTible  to  expe<5i  that  fo  many  iflandS  fliould  a»u 
m,  and"  he  was  farthermore  inclined  to  draw  a  conci 
ey  vrould  not  do  it,  from  the  fpirit  and  tendeiKy  of  ti 
there  was  one  provincial  or  colonial  a0embly  over  all  d 
en  polTibly  that  alTembly  might  have  the  power.  Tl 
irit  of  their  laws,  however,  was  to  enforce  flavcry,  not  to 
here  may,  it  rs  true,  befomeaftsof  difierentafpei^  ;  butil 
afea&s  are  never  executed.  For  wickednefs,  dieirlawsa 
vs  of  Pandemonium  j  and  for  ignorance  and  folly,  likctl 
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Beijlam,  and  not  like  any  ad  of  Icgiflatinn.     As  an  infianoe, 

cafe   of  an  injury  to  a  (lave  whofe  bones  may  be  bruken,.  or  wt 

eye  may  be  knocked  out,  no  compenraiion  is  made  to  the  flavc  h 

felf,    but  to  the  aggrieved  paity.     And  who  is  this  aggrieved  p: 

but  tile  {l.\ve,  you  would  fay,  whofe  eye  was  excavated,  or  wY 

arm  was  frailiircd ! — No,  the  aggrieved  party  is  the  proprietoi 

the  flave,  wlio  perhaps  has  done  the  injury,  but  ii  fuppofcd  to 

the  lofs  in  his  fcrvant's  incapacity  to  labour ;  and  thus  the  iituat 

of   the  flave  is  aggravated,  and  the  cruel^  of  the  proprietor 

CDuragcd.     But  it  may  be  afkcd,  would  you  flirthc  quedion,  s 

hazard  the  confequcnce  of  IcgiHating  for  the  colonies  with 

example  of  America  before  you  r      In  anfwcr  to  that  he  would  re] 

that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  America  and  the  Wcft-In 

iflands.  and  he  would  rejoice  with  Lord  Chatham,  that  Amei 

refifted.     America  had  die  right  on  her  fide,  which  the  Wcft-Ir 

iflaiids  would  not  have  if  they  were  to  fecede  from  the  mot 

country.     But  if  they  were  to  do  fo  he  had  an  internal  confide 

tthat  we  could  bear  the  lofs.     It  was  not  to  be  concluded,  thereft 

that  he  undervalued  the  colonics,  for  that  would  be  an  unfair  o 

dulion. — As  to  the  fcceffion  of  America,  he  rgoiccd,  bccaufi 

opened  one  afylum  for  freedom  at  lead,  which  he  was  very  ha] 

to  fee,  fince  there  was  not  a  profpedt  of  her  lot^  retaiiring  any  fcB 

mcnt  in  Europe.      !f  he  were  alkcd  how  he  could  prove  that  Ar 

tica  had  the  right  on  her  fide,  he  (hould  f^y»-that  One  ne 

thoughtofrcvolling  till  taxation  was  impofed,  and  that,  before! 

time)  the  was  a  pupil  to  its  tutor,  or  a  child  to  its  parent.     Th 

is  an  eflential  difference  between  Inflating  for  the  good  of  an  objc 

and  taking  money  from  it. — This  country  had  no  right  to-take 

prt^rty  of  America,  becaufe  America  was  not  reprefented.     J 

are  the  Weft-India  i  {lands  reprefented,  fo  me  might  fay.     Wh 

are  they  rwt  reprefented  ? — Who  arc  they,  then,  that  carry  qt 

dons  by  majorities  ?— Arc  they  not  proprietors  who  have  not  im 

gaged  their  ellatcs  here,  that  (bind  up  for  the  planters  and  pT<^ieto 

and  is  not  the  greater  part  of  Well- 1  ndia  prc^ierty  here  in  loans  t 

mor^ages  ?     Belides  what  weapons  have  the  Weft- India  iftand! 

rcfift  with,  if  they  were  rcfolvcd  to  do  fo  ?     They  muft  fubmii 

force,  though  he  fcomcd  force  as  much  as  any  one.     It  may 

faidr  we  have  no  right  to  legiflate  for  them  \  for  they  haye  all 

tcmal  legillatures.     Would  die  righthonourable  gentlemaa  oppo 

(Mr.  Pitt),  or  any  man  fay,  that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  Iq 

late  f(»  the  Wetl-India  iflands  1     Not  capricioudy,  he  Owned  ; 

we  certainly  bad  on  great  and  adjudged  cafes.     The  colonial  iSc 

blies,  however,  had  no  ri^t  to  complain,  becaufe  they  make 
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him  the  credit  of  being  guided  by  the  pureft  views  fif  Jbumanity 
and  of  juflice,  and  were  his  propofitions  brought  forward  in  a  (lage 
in  which  they  could  debate  ipatters  of  relation,  or  were  they  ad<>- 
vanced  in  a  colonial  aflemblyy  he  would  reckon  them  well  entitled 
to  be  fupported  and  embraced.  When  he  faw  a  motion  announced^ 
purportii^  to  be  for  improving  the  ftate  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft 
IndieSy  he  immediately  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  abandon  every 
engagement  of  pleafure  or  of  bufinefs^  and  to  attend  and  give  his  aid 
to  every  plan  that  feemed  calculated  to  tScA  its  purpofe  without  in* 
volving  any  dangerous  example.     In  his  mind,  however^  nothing  s 

but  complete  and  total  abolition  could  fucceed  in  producing  tha€  ! 

amelioration  which  it  was  the  objcdi  of  any  partial  plan  of  regula-^  f 

tion  to  obtain.  The  ingemous  arguments  that  had  to-night  (o  ably 
been  fuggeded  in  purfuance  of  this  idea,  convinced  him  the  more  v 
that  fuch  a  plan  was  attended  with  difficulties  which  no  talents  could 
furmount :  he  hoped  that  the  great  and  radical  meafure  from  which 
every  fpecies  of  improvement  would  refult,  and  from  which  it  only 
could  refult,  would  not  be  laid  out  of  fight,  that  it  would  never 
be  abandoned  till  complete  and  final  fuccefs  was  obtained.     There  S 

were  many  of  the  points  upon  which  he  agreed  entirely  with  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman/  Property,  manbge,  freedom  from  the  lafli, 
and  rqgulation  of  the  traffic  on  the  coafl  of  Africa,  efpecially  the 
three  firfl,  he  confidered  in  themfelves  as  extremely  good,  but  ho 
was  afraid  they  were  not  to  be  effected  by  the  way  propofed.     As  to  j 

the  article  of  property,  he  did  not  fee  well  how  it  could  be  realifed, 
an  objedtion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  forefeen, 
without  fixing  the  negroes  to  the  place  where  the  property  exiAed, 
and  thus  innovating  in  a  very  decifive  manner  upon  the  legal  rights 
in  (laves,  of  which  mailers  at  prefent  were  pofTefTed.  The  flate  of 
the  flavcs  was  fo  involved  with  the  fyflem  which  prevailed  and  the 
rights  arifing  out  of  it  to  the  proprietors,  that  no  ps^rtial  remedy 
could  operate  with  advantage.  With  regard  to  the  two  others, 
marriage,  and  exemption  fix>m  the  whip,  he  would  have  heartily  1 

concurred  in  them,  had  the  Houfe  been  deliberating  upon  matters  of 
regulation,  and  had  the  grand  fource  of  the  evil  been  removed.  t 

As  tQ  the  regulation  of  the  trade  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  this  ho.  : 

could  never  2^ee.     He  could  never  affent  to  any  modification,  to  r 

any  compromife,  to  any  plan  of  regulation  and  of  improvement,  »* 

that  would  in  any  way  feem  to  indicate  a  recognition  of  the  principle 
itfclf,  wliich  had  been  reprobated  and  announced  by  the  Houfe  aftet  ', 

the  fuUcft.  examination,  and  by  the  moil  folenm  refolutions.     Na»  { 

thing  but  complete  abolition  with  him  could  ever  be  admitted  as  a  j 

prober  remedy  to  the  evil|  or  a  fatisfadlory.  attainment  of  the  great 
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t  which  tfw  Houfc  hzd  puKued.  He  did  not  mean 
rgumenti  of  the  bonounMe  gentleman.  Upon  ^ 
gation,  wTuch  he  deduced  as  a  conclulion,  he  was  indi 
■fls  upon  the  fubjcG  to  differ.  The  fete  of  the  flave 
ted  tbfaily  to  defeat  this  objcfl.  But  if  all  the  a 
\  (hould  refult  from  this  propagation  were  riot  enjoy 
gmnent  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  trade,  and  a  com 
on  of  any  new  importation!  So  long  as  cultiva^n  wa 
continued  importation  than  from  care  and  attention  i 
lildrcn  of  the  negroes,  no  pains  would  be  taken  to  i 
gation  anfwer  the  neceflhy.  But  die  principal  reaTor 
I  him  to  give  his  negative  to  the  prefcnt  motion  was  I 
)f  interfering  in  the  internal  r^ulations  of  the  colon 
lot  oppofe  it  as  denying  the  right.  It  was  a  fubjc^ 
tbftra£t  right  of  the  Legiflature,  which  he  dW 
ptatc.  He  bad  not  forgot  the  evil  that  had  ar 
le  unfortunate  American  contcA,  from  (he  difcuflions 
It  was  better  to  avoid  all  ablba3  reafontngs  on  di 
!/Cgiflature  to  form  regulations,  and  only  to  confine 
nliate  necefli^  of  the  cafe.  He  was  unwilling  to  ta 
mediate  points  between  general  admilTion  and  negatii 
As  the  regula^ns  propofed  were  to  have  effo 
n  the  colonics,  he  did  not  wiOi  to  drive  them  to  the 
c  American  colonics,   and  bring  into  queffion  their  I 

this  country;  It  hadbeenfaid,  that  America  was t 
icrty,  and  the  lanfhiary  of  the  oppretied.  But  he  i 
iXHmtry  as  the  true  afylum  of  liberty,  the  only  Cc 
r  which  it  could  fafcly  rcpofe.  Ours  was  (andtioned 
c  and  lime.  That  of  America  had  not  yet  been  ftan 
venerable  feal.  While  abftrafl  notions  (rf  governmer 
s  minds,  and  had  produced  fo  much  mifchief,  he  wa 
reaching  any  fubjedt  that  might  Involve  thdr  difcul 
admitted  that  the  colonics  were  not  rcprefcnted  here, 
a  con(ider3tion  that  (hould  attach  us  more  to  a  com 
1 :  -then  there  would  be  no  need  to  reconcile  the  jatrii^ 
femblies,  or  provoke  any  nice  difcuHions.     All  that 

was  to  ftop  the  fupplics  of  negroes,  and  the  evils  a 
Duld  ceafe  of  themfclves.  It  was  indeed  true,  tha 
(lands  were  reprcfented  by  their  proprietors  here  i  1 
isproprietorsof  lands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  butasinh: 
country.     As  well  might  it-  be  argued,  -  that  becaufc  i 

from  a  neighbouring  kingdom  (Ireland)  refided  I 
(h  Parliament  might  j>afs  an  a£t,  difpofing  of  the  pr 
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any  dafs  ^  perfons  in  that  country  as  teprektitei  irt  the  lame  man^ 
ncr.  He  thougbti  therdbre,  that  no  point  would  be  fo  obnoxious 
as  thatt  of  apportioning  die  lands  o&  the  Wed-India  proprietors^ 
without  their  confeht  and  widiout  dieir  being  propeHy  reptefented. 
As  he  was  convinced  that  the  plan  could  not  be  efie^ual»  without 
a  total  abolitiohy  and  as  it  was  fo  dangerous  in  its  prindple,  h<; 
^ik^uld  give  it  his  negative  even  in  this  fiage. 

Mr.  FOX.-^The  cafe  which  we  have  now  before  Us  is  utiquef'-r 
tionably  of  very  confiderable  magnitude :.    I  am  ftilU    howeveri  \ 

ready,  when  called  upon>'  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
joStf  and  to  ihew  the  reafons  upon  which  that  opinion  is  fermed.  i 

Before  entering  upon  the  difcuiTion  of  the  queftion^  it  is  impoflible  .    i 

not  to  premifey  dut  whatever  be  the  refult  of  the  motbn  now  intro*  | 

duced,  the.  country  at  large^  a^  well  as  this  Houfe,  cannot  fail  to 
be  gradiied  with  the  ability  and  pbitanthxophy  of  the  honourable  ^ 

mover,  and  muft  ever  do  honour  to  his  humane  intentions.  It  if 
undoubtccHy  a  quedion  attended  widi  many  and  ferious  difficultieS| 
and  notfairig  of  an  extraneous  nature  ou^t,  if  pofliblcy  to  be  in-* 
trodoced,  or  enlarged  upon ;  the  attention  ought  not  to  be  diverted 
from  the  main  objed  immediately  fubmitted  to  our .  decifion.  I 
cannoty  however,  refrain  from  taking  notice  of  what  has  been  (aid 
relative  to  this  countiy  or  America,  being  the  proper^afylum  where  I 

the  friends  o^fjeedom  may  exped  to  find  themfclves  fecure  from  | 

the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power,  and  the  mifenes  of  unjuft 
oppreflSon.     My  honourable  friend  q)pofite  to  me  has  talked  of  the  i 

blelfings  of  this  free  Conilitution,  and  the  advantages  refulting  from 
it  to  thofe  who  live  under  it.     Such  things  may  havt  exifted ;  but  j 

if  I  am  to  fpeak  of  our  Confticution  as  it  now  exifts,  if  the  retro** 
gade  movement  which  has  commenced,  is  fufFered  to  continue,  if  | 

the  prefent  fyftem  of  Government  is  perfevered  in,  tliere  is  an  end  j 

of  all  thofe  bleffmgs ;  we  may  go  any  where  elfe  we  pleafe  in  fearch  i 

of  true  liberty.     Let  us  look  back,  Sir,  to  the  year  1784;  let  u^  { 

trace  the  progrefs  of  Minifters  at  different  periods^  but  let  ut  parti-  * 

cuhrly  confidcr  what  has  palTed  in  the  prefent  fefTioh,  and  we  mufl;  ^ 

perceive  fuch  enormous  alterations  in  this  blelTcd  ConfHcution,  that  | 

thofe  who  were  formerly  acquainted  with  it,  could  not  poflibly  know  | 

it  again.     America  is  faid  to  have  a  i)ew  and  untried  Conditution )  j 

the  obfervation  may  be  jufi ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  from  ;' 

the  late  wonderful  innovation^,  the  ConiTitution  of  this  country  - 

may  praAipally  ht  taii  to  be  of  a  later  date,  than  even  that  of  • 

America  or  any  other  country  whatever.     Upon  this,  however,  T  ' 

iball  not  enbige  farther  at  prefent.  >  As  to  the  obje£k  of  my  honour-*  1 

able  friend's  motioo^  it  feems  to  be  admitted,  tha(  tlie  princif leil^  | 
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•  What  was  adlually  thr  cafe  r  '  The  queftlon  was  introduccd^Iu- 
ring  the  adminiibation/  and  witli  the  approbation  of  a  man,  who 
furcly  had  neither  lefs  influence  nor  lefs  perfonal  talents  than  any 
of  his  prcdeccflTors,  and,  yet  the  plan  has  failed.  If  this  be  fo, 
^vhcn,  where,  how  are  we  to  procure  fuccefs?  The  plan  too,  Sir, 
Mras  defeated,  after  a  folcmn  dccifion  of  Parliament ;  and  having  >1 

diigraced  themfolves  in  this  (hameful  manner,  what  right  have  I  ] 

to  hope  that  another  occafion  will  foon  be  prefented  for  the  attain-  i 

uicnt  of  this  dcfired  objedl -^  W^|t  then,  does  my  honourable 
friend  proppfe  ?  That  the  Houfe  will  not  totally  forget  a\l  thefc 
honourable,  humane^fentiments  they  have  formerly  uttered  upon  the  ! 

occaiion  ;  but  that  if  they  are  not  inclined  to  fulfill  all  they  have. 
promifed,  they  will  at  leaft  fhew  a  defire  of  doing  fomething.  I 
now  come  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  means  by  which  my  ho- 
nourable friend  propofes  to  carry  his  propofition  into  execution ; 
^nd  upon  this  undoubtedly  the  difficulty  refts.  The  right  of  tax-  ' 
ation,  and  of  general  legiflation,  have,  I  conceive,  been  impro- 
perly confounded  together.  They  are,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
practically /diflferent.  This  difference  was  conftantly  acknowledged 
in  the  great  queftion  of  American  independence.  The  Am.ericans 
i)cvcr  found  fauk  with  our  leglflative  a<Ss,  until  they  involved  the 
queftiop  of  taxation.     Lord  Chatham,  in  a  fpeech  U>  this  Houfe,  ! 

and  I  do  honour  to  his  memory  for  the  fentiment,  faid,  that  he  re- 
joiced in  the  refiftance  made  by  America,  to  every  attempt  to  tax 
them,  for  the  purpofes  of  revenue :  and  in  the  yerj'  fame  (jpeech 
he  added,  (I  do  not  fay  I  go  all  that  length  with  him)  that  he  ne-  I 

verthelcfs  would  not  permit  any  matter  of  commerce  to  take  place,  1 

not  even  a  hob-nail  to  be  made  in  America,  without  the  fandtion  j 

of  the  Britifh  Legiflature.  I  mention  this  chiefly  to  (hew  the  dif- 
tindiion   that  has  Jbccn  made  between  Lcgiflative  adls  of  the  one  j 

kind  and  the  other ;  but  iii  the  American  difputc  there  was  a  dif-^  ! 

fcrence   taken,  not  only  betweep  a£ls  of  general  legiflation,  and  ; 

of  taxation,  but  between  afts  of  taxation  for  the  purpofes  of  inter- 
nal reguladon,  and  adls  of  taxation  for  the  increafe  of  the  revenue.  f 
Adi»  of  taxation  for  the  regulation  of  the  Poft-Office  were  quietly  | 
acquiefced  to.  It  was  only  when  wc  oflfcred  them  the  alternative  r 
to  accept  or  refufe  indifcriminately  a£ls  of  every  dcfcription  paflTed  '  * 
by  the  $rid(h  Senate,  that  they  .  difcovercd  figns  of  ferious  rcfift^  j 
ancc. 

With  refpoJl  to  the  Weft- Indies,  we  have  already  renounced  i 

every  right  of  taxation.     My  learued  friend  fays,  we  have  no  right  [ 

of  this  kind— -fo  do  I— but  he  Yays  that  he  is  not  ready  to  admit 
in  whs^t  refpeds  Legiflative  AAsoi  any  other  nature  may  be  paiTcd^, 
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Wid  he  has  bromjht  forward  the  cafe  of  Ireland  as  in  point 
gucftion.  The  a£t  paOed  fourteen  years  ago,  put  that  xm 
|u  to  Irebnd.  In  no  inllancc  could  the  diflTercnce  bctwo 
}<cgiflation  and  Taxation,  be  more  clearif  ar<icrt»ncd. 
ritts  fourcc,  drew  my  arguments  during  the  American  w 
pvery  cafe  of  cither  external  or  internal  reguladon,  the  I 
perfe£llf  fubmiflive  ;  but  if  the  bare  intention  of  railing 
the  purpoTe  of  revenue  had  gone  abn>ad,  it  would  in&ll 
produced  relillance.  I  mufl  fonkfs,  at  the  fame  rime,  ( 
giflatc  for  colonies,  is  at  no  time  dcHrable  ;  it  ought  only  B 
when  neceffity  calls  for  it.  How  far  is  this  the  cafe  at  pr 
do  not  wini,  it  mutV  be  obfcrvedi  upon  the  oocalion,  to  i 
mere  letter  of  the  law.  My  learned  friend,  and  cvctt  t 
fefTional  man,  would  certainly  tell  me,  that  a  (latutc  that 
any  tranfai^ion  as  pading  in  Jamaica,  would  be  at  bindin 
took  place  tn  Middlefex  ;  but  I  am  not  fond  of  ijnnecefla 
cifing  this  Icgillativc  authority  over  perfons  not  adtually  rq 
and  where  tlie  local  fituation  is  atmoli  totally  unknown. 
are  at  prefent  reduced  to  an  unfortunate  dilemma,  and  1 
liged  to  put  this  qucflion  to  myfclf,  "  Whether  it  be  bettei 
ufe  of  3  partial  remedy  which  may  in  fome  refpeAs  be  ex 
ble,  or  pcrnift  the  evil  in  its  full  extene  to  continue  i" 
been  accufed  of  throwing  out  the  threat  of  Iiidependcftcc 
fijbjcfl  of  the  Weft-India  ifbnds.  I  do,  in  anfwer  k>  tf 
decidedly  affirm,  that  if  it  were  to  become  a  quefikm, 
thefc  iflaiids  Ihould  be  conn£ifUd  with  this  country,  and 
quence  of  that  connexion,  all  the  ffigma  attending  the  ab 
fyflem  of  flavery  Ihould  be  ignominioufly  continued,  or  i 
complete  independence  Ihould  take  place,  I  fhould  not 
doubt  on  the  fubjefl.  I  am  by  no  means  blind  to  (he  d 
fuch  a  reparation.  I  dctire  it  not ;  but  if  the  colonies 
cltned  to  refufe  their  alTcnt  to  fo  wife  and  humane  a  prop 
has  now  been  made  for  the  amelioration  of  the  Ibite  of  tl 
I  Ihould  aot  feel  myfelf  inclined  to  employ  «ther  armies 
to  reduce  them  to  fubjcAion,  but  would  <n  the  langijsge 
tlcman,  who,  though  not  prefent,  I  cannot  name,  as 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  derircthemto  *'  go  and  be  happ] 
crwn  way,"  if  hap^nnefs  coi;ld  he  found  by  adding  contrary 
pririciptc  of  juflice,  policy,  ^nd  humanity.  Jf,  howev 
acknowledged  that  the  Britiih  Parliament  has  the  power  o 
Icgiflation,  and  that  it  may  in  fame  cafes  of  neccflity  be  i 
I  a^,  what  cafe  of  greater  neccHity  can  be  put,  than  a  q 
involves  the  charafter  aivl  honour  of  the  British  wmt  J 
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occflfioffally  fiady  thil  a  war  lo  preferve  our  honour  b  the  only  jof* 
tifiable  vm.  Even  this  princifric,  were  it  neceilary,  I  (hould  ngi 
find  myfelf  at  a  loTs  to  fupport ;  but  if  in  any  cafe  a  iegiflative  2&  is 
demanded  for  the  purpofes  of  intereft,  policy,  aggrandifement»  or 
the  increafe  of  commerce)  are  any  fuch  objeds  to  ))e  compared  with. 
rtiat  of  removing  the  national  difhonour,  which  muft  ever  be  con* 
fic6ted  with  the  fupport  and  continuance  of  this  trad^  in  any  of  its  ^ 

iManches  ?  I  (hall  for  thcfe  reafons  unqueftionably  vote  for  the  in^ 
trodudion  of  this  bill.  Were  any  perfon  to  give  me  a  reafonable 
ground  to  hope  that  an  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  would  fpeedily 
cake  place,  were  it  held  out  to  me  that  any  other  ftep  would  b^  ta- 
ken towards  our  melioration  of  the  ftate  of  the  ilaves  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  were  I  to  be  told  that  a  reoommendation  Ihould  come  from 
die  Thmne  to  efkA  the  defirable  purpofe,  I  might  perhaps  be  Slant 
upon  this  occafion ;  but  let  me  no  longer  hear  of  cxpedbtions  frpm  ; 

die  a^  of  Colonial  Ademblies !  When  I  look  at  the  infemat 
code  of  laws  under  which  the  poor  Negroes  languifh,  when  I  fdb 
they  are  not  confidered  as  men,  and  refled  one  moment  upon  die 
penalties  to  which  they  are  fubje6ted,  and  the  opprdfion  under  which 
diey  labour,  I  expedl  nothing  from  thefe  aflenMJes,  who  give  ooun-^ 
tenance  to  fuch  proceedings.  —  It  was  UTged  as  an  argument  by  taf  \ 

learned  friend,  that  the  queflion  of  abolition  to  which4)c  fo  heartily 
^ves  his  aflent,  by  no  means  involves  the  difpute  on  the  right  of 
IfCgiflation,  but  that  every  provtfion  in  that  bill  comes  within  tho 
acknowledged  authority  of  this  Houfe ;  but  permit  me  to  (ay  that  the  | 

appofers  of  that  bill,  and  fome  of  them  high  in  authority,  ccmftantly 
held  out  as  an  argument  of  fome  weight,  the  opinion  which  thofe  im- 
mediately upon  the  fpot  in  the  Weft- Indies,  or  immediately  con- 
Heded  with  them,  might  entertain  upon  the  fubjedt.  This,  therefore, 
is  no  fair  ground^for  oppofing  my'honourable  friend's  motion.  As  toi 
the  queftion  of  Reprefentation,  the  Weft-Indies  ^:e  not,  properly 
fpeaking,  reprefented  in  this  Houfe,  nor  is  it  prad^icable,  perhaps, 
that  it  ihould  be  fo  ;  no.  more  is  Ireland,  no  more  was  America. 
As  10  their  reprefenfotion  in  the  Weft-Indies,  it  might  be  called  4 
pure  repjtfentation  of  property,  in  coniequence  of  the  number  of 
^lackMf  Put  we  ought,  in  this  cafe,  toconfider  the  difFerence  be* 
(ween  a  nsI  tnd  a  virtual  reprefentation,  and  the  proportion  which^ 
191  this  re^pe£t>  ^e  Weft-Indies  bear  to  any  other  inftance  known 
in  this  country^  Were  we  pven  to  bring  to  our  reeolledkion  the 
Amp  when  fo  inany  Irifti  landholders  refided  in  this  country,  and 
held  feats  in  this 'Houfe,  and  when  <b  much  land  in  Ireland  was 
under  mortgage  in  this  country,  yet  would  that  bear  no  proportion 
ppw^r  41)4  influ^nqs  of  Weft*India  proprietors  at  die  prefeot 
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oinent.  -A'coon&y  may  undoubtedly  be  vifttlflly  rqneTei] 
do  not  lay.  it  is  in  every  ind^nce  the  bcft  mode— bpt  il 
liere  I  now  do,  I  mull  acknowledge  the  fa<£t ;  and  furqly 
mntry  was  ever  virtually  rcprcfented,  it  is  the  Weil-Indies 
oufe.  Docs  not  even'  man  hearing  me,  feci,  from  the  tate 
11  for  the  abolition  of  ih?  Slave  Trade,  that  they  are  both 
ly;aml  powerfully  reprefented  in  this  Houfe?  In  fbort,  S 
(e  can  appear  to  me  to  call  in  a  more  preQing  manner  up 
^dative  authority  of  theBritifti  Parliament  (ban  thej>rcrcn 
fs  we  canfidei  aa  nugatory  all  vpe;  hare  ever  heard,  eilbc 
oTe  who  promote  or  oppofc  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  1 
od  God !  Mr.  Speaker,  have  we  come  to  a  fulcmn  dccilioi 
e  fubjed,  and  yet  pafs  year  after  year,  without  ^klng  a 
eafure  to  carry  our  rofolutibns  into  execution?  We  arc  gi 
rpocrify  of  the  balcH  fort.  I  am -conil rained  to  vote  for  an 
iK  of  the  kind  propofcd,  in  order  to  prove  that  there  is  yi 
ncQ'ioy  left  in  the  Houfe  of  Commcvis.  '  I  hoped  that  my  1 
tend  in  oppofing  this  motion,  and  with. the  anxiety  he  ei 
r  a  total  abolition,  would  have  thrown  out  fomc  hope  of  f 
'ent  being  lik{;ly  to  take  place — but  I  am  forry  to  fay,  I 
ich  pntfpedl  at  the  prefcnt  period.  After  what  took  place 
3r  I792t  and  the  fubfequcnt  flagrant  breach  of  promifetl 
xa  exhibited,  all  alTurances  coming  from  ttiisHoufe  muf 
ily  be  looked  upon  as  vain  as  frivolous.  At  the  fame  t 
iti£E|liLl  eveil  now  think  it  would  be  fomcthing,  were  the 
iiing  the  prefent  felTion,  to  come  to  fomc  Iblemn  rcfolui 
e  iubje^l.  I  have  already  faid,  that  a  Vote  on  this  q 
luft  ncceflarily  be  given  with  feme  d^rec  of  cJifEcuity; 
vc  mine  clearly  and  confcientinufly,  becaufe  fuch  a  nieafure 
1  the  obflacles  attending  it,  is  Icfs  obje^ionable,  and  lefs  c( 
'  humanity  and  julhce,  than  doing  nothing  to  alleviate  th< 
liei  which  arc  at  this  moment  attached  to  flavcry  in  the 
idies.  Whm  an  intire  abolition  of  the  trade  was  prupi 
796,  or  were  it  now  to  be  propofcd  at  any  fixed  period]  I 
lobably  ohjeifl  to  any  regula^ns  of  an  inferior  nature :  b 
jcdion  of  Abolition  is  lott,.  and  I.  have  no  opinion  Ifft. 
idccd  come  to  tliis,  that  the  Englifh  Parliament  refufedje 
ic  abominable  tnffic  in  human  flelh,  and  the  flaves  in  the 
«  to  be  left  to  the  humanit)'  erf*  the  Wefl-India  proprietu^ 
were  af^arcnt  from  authentic  documents  that  the  Colon 
mblies  wOuld  pafs  thofe  a£ls  which' humanity  demands, 
1  abolition  of  the  trade  would  be  cflefled  by  Parliament, 
ould  be  no  occafwn  for  any  fuch  mcafurc  as  tile  pi^feot  i  bt 
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fuch  thih^  is  likely  to  take  place,  f  find  myfclf  unddr  the  neceffity. 

of  voting  for  the  motion  of  my  hohooraUe  friend.  <. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  that  he  did  not  go  to  the  length  of 
laying,  that  no  propofinon  with  regard  to  the  abolhion  oould  be  en- 
tertained by  the  Houfe  this  feflion.'  He  thought  that  the  Houfc 
knight  lake  fome  dep  to  fulfil  the  pledge  they  had  grven  ;  -and  thp  [ 

reafon  why  he  was  avcrfe  to  take  up  the  fubjefit  was/  that  he  would 
not  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  had 
profecuted  the  fubjed  with  fuch  humanity  and  perfeverance,  and 
whofe  abilities  qualified  him  fo  well  to  conduct  it. 
-  Sir  W;  YOUNG  ftated,  that  the  negroes  were  already  allowed 
a  piece  of  ground,  which  they  cultivated  as  their  own  property i^ 
He  was  furpri^Ked  that  the  honourable  gentleman  talked  fo  lightly  of 
giving  ^way  to  each  negro  as  much  land  as  would  here  be  aquali*  ^ 

fication  to  vote.  Had  the  propofitions  of  the  honourable  gCLntlc-* 
tnan  gone  to  efieft  any  local  remedies  by  an  addrefs  to  the  Throne, 
in  order  to  be  recommended  to  the  Colonial  Assemblies,  he,  as  welt 
ds  others,  would  have  heartily  concurred^  Slaves  had  ferved  in  the 
war  from  real  attachment  to  their  mailers,  and  not  from  the  motives 
2tfcribed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  '  He  mentioned  the 
ariitocracy  that  prevailed  among  the  (laves,  and  their  propenfity  to 
domineer  over  one  another,  and  concluded,  that  the  mode  of  trial 
propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  be  fo  advantageous 
as  Ke  had  ftated. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIXX  obferved,  that  he  had  repeatedly  deli- 
vered his  fentiments  at  conliderable  length  on  the  neceiTity  of  the 
abolition  of  the  African  flave  trade,  and  would  now  briefly  ftatc 
his  opinion  on  the  motion  before  the  Houfe.  He  agreed  that  there 
was  much  yet  to  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  flaves. 
What  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Baronet  was  a  fubjed  of 
fome  confolation,  and  he  contemplated,  with  fatisiadion,  that  thefe 
tmfortunate  people  had  experienced  fome  benefit  from  the  difcufliona 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  fubjedt:  But  there  was  .fiill  mti^ 
to  be  done,  and  that  could  be  only  accomplilhed  by  a  total  ibpln 
tion,  as  prcfled  with  To  much  eloquence  and  juftice  by  bis  leartiod 
friend.  The  iyftem  was  fundamentally  wrcmg,  and*  no  amelior»4 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  flaves'in  the  Weft  Indies  could  removff 
his  obje^ion  to  that  fyftem  ;  but  he  had  fanginne  hopes  that  Pat;* 
liament  would  perfevere  and  complete  what  found  pblicy  uiged^and 
what  it  had  fo  laudably  begun.  As.  the  planters  became  more  en^ 
lightened,  they  would  find  it  their  intereft  to  foften  the  cooditlon 
of  the  flaves,  and  'he  hope^  that,  the  fpontanfidus'eftbcts.ol  ^htt 
planters  would  induce  thdm.  to  ame[brateJdietrfitiiattoQ0#/e«^Qfit)cl| 
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leman  was  totally  dtClind  from  the  BKafure  of  an  abolition.  So 
ar  he  could  not  countenance  the  motion  ;  for  if  the  bill  was  even 
lalled,  it  did  not  go  a  ftep  farther  to  redeem  that  folcmn  plc(%e  of 
'^rliament.  There  was  another  obfcrvation,  which  he  could  not 
void  prcfTing  on  the  notice  of  gentlemen,  which  was,  when  he  con- 
idered  the  very  fmall  majority  by  which  the  motion  of  his  hotMur- 
ble  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  lately  loIV,  and  contemplated  the 
irge  majority  who  fupported  the  abolition  on  other  occalions,  he 
tad  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that  Parliament,  by  coming  hereafter 
3  a  {imilar  vote,  would  fecure  its  honour,  and  prefcrve  its  con* 
iftcncy.  ' 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  was  fully  convinced 
hat  all  parties  in  thdt  Houfe  linccrely  and  unanimoufly  wiflied  to 
.meliorate  the  condition  of  the  Haves  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  evety 
ilan  that  went  to  that  cSc&  would  always  meet  with  his  ooncut^ 
ciice.  He  acknowl^ged  being  in  pulTcflkHi  of  Mr.  Burke's  plan 
rhich  had  been  alluded  to,  and  highly  approved  of  it ;  as  a  partf 
hcrcfbie,  of  that  plan,  he  would  certainly  fu{^rt  the  prefent  mo- 
ion  of  his  honourable  friend,  in  hopes  that,  thoi,igh  it  did  not  go  fo 
ar  as  Mr.  Burke's,  it  would  be  a  progreiTtve  flep  towards  the  (anie 
nd  which  that  plan,  when  completed,  could  not  iail  to  accom'pli(h> 
Jc  did  not  think  that  if  they  were  to  proceed  in  this  way,  there 
rouLd  be  any  determined  oppotit! on  from  the  planters;  if  there 
vas,  it  would  arifc  principally  from  a  queftion  that  had  been  touched 
ipon  relative  to  the  power  of  this  country  to  legiflate  in  all  matters 
or  her  colonies,  a  queflion  which,  he  agreed  with  his  honourable 
Vicnd,  ought  not  to  be  agitated  at  all,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute 
KccfCty,  and  then  only  as  lar  as  the  immediate  exigency  of  the 
:afe  required.  He  wilhed  thofe  who  were  To  cautious  of  vpnturing 
>n  that  diTcuflion  now,  had  been  as  much  fo  upon  other  parts  d 
he  queftion,  particularly  the  total  abolition.  He  had  great  and 
anguine  hopes  that  much  in  the  way  of  amelioration  would  be  ef-< 
etftcd  by  the  colonies  thenrfclvcs  ;  and  he  did  not  defpair,  but  by 
heir  exertions,  and  fuch  plans  as  that  now  propoTed,  the  Have  trade 
vnuld  be  abolished  without  any  danger  or  difcontcnt  in  any  fliapo 
whatever ;  and  ftom  this  idea  it  was,  diat  he  preferred  the  pretent 
md  fimilar  regulations,  even  to  an  immediate  abolition.  He  could 
levcr  ngree  with  thofe  who  faid  they  would  have  no  compromifa 
tn  the  fubjefl :  what  had  tbcy  been  doing,  fmce  ever  the  queftion 
vas  firft  agitated,  but  compiomifii^  in  fome  way  or  other,  frcwn 
ime  to  time,  as  they  went  on }  In  conTequence  of  the  regulaticms 
hat  had  been  made,  much  amelioration  had  taken  place,  and  that 
iradual  fyftem  was,  in  hiti  mind,  the  beft  and  moft  cert^n  way  of 
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ally  cffcAing  an  abolition.  From  what  they  had  ali 
was  fair  to  conclude  that  (lavery  would  be  abolillicd  by 
idians  thcmfclves,  and  equally  fo  to  believe,  that  in  the 
irtion  as  it  was  difcontinued  by  them,  the  barbarifm  ol 
ns  would  be  diminifhcd.  He  concluded  by  wifliing  tl 
ight  be  brought  iti- 

Mr.  ESTE  (aid,  as  a  fiibjedt  of  the  country,  and  a  i 
irliamcnt,  he  muft  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  pla 
■  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  tending  to  the  rapid  fc] 
e  colcnics  from  this  country.  A  dillin€^ion  had  been 
I  be  made  between  taxation  and  legiflation,  but  he  coulc 
at  in  this  queliion  tlicy  could  be  leparated.  The  agita 
icftion  of  legillriting  for  the  colonics  was  dangerous  in  th 
'he  Houfc  fhould  recolkd  the  conclulion  of  the  contcft  ' 
ca,  which  was  fcaled  with  blood  ;  and  he  entreated  thei 
!  that  example,  for  it  would  be  in  faft  drawing  the  fw. 
le  colonics,  to  attempt,  by  ah  »&,  of  the  Britifh  Lcgiflar 
le  I  (lands. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  could  not  give  a  fil( 
lis  motinn,  bccaufc  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  give  his 
le  vote  he  meant  to  give.  He  agreed  with  all  thofc  wh 
Hedly  for  a  total  and  immediate  abolition  :  at  the  famt 
luft  fay,  that  whilfl  that  could  not  be  obtained,  every  m 
}u[d  poflibly  tetid  in  any  degree  to  come  nearer  to  that  ol 
ncliorate  in  any  way  the  condition  of  thofc  untbrtun 
f'.o  fuffered  fo  much  from  this  unjuft,  inhuman,  and 
iiliic  of  man-Healing,  would  meet  with  every  fuppoi 
mid  give,  and  fuch  epithets  he  always  would  apply  to  a 
:ver  could  be  mentioned  by  any  Britiih  fubjcfl  but 
reatcft  abhorrence.  The  honourable  gentleman  cj^rei 
I  dwell  but  Ihortly  on  the  different  topics  that  had  been 
ito  the  debate ;  but  he  thought  it  neccflary  to  fay  for 
le  particular  and  eneniial  point,  and  that  was  the  argi 
{  many  gentlemen,  that  much  might  be  cxpcfled  from  t 
(lation  ;  and  in  fupporting  this  argument,  Ihey  had  dot 
I  fome  degree  contradiflcd,  what  had  been  faid  of  colon 
in  by  his  two  honourable  friends  behind  him.  In  juSi 
id  to  truth,  he  muft  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  tot 
ofe  iHands,  and  then  aflt  the  Houfe,  what  they  had  to 
imefs  from  fuch  Icgiflators  ?  For  this  purpofe  it  bee: 
ry  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  read  the  laws  of  th 
ands  for  the  management  of  their  negroes.  He  took  th 
ten  dates  in  each  illand,  molUyall  in  1788,  and  comi 
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their  abfurdity,  cruelty,  and  injuftice,  and  then  concluded  by  giving 
his  vote  for  his  honourable  friend's  motion.  • 

Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  follow  gen- 
tlemen on  the  general  queftion  of  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade, 
which  had  been  too  much  introduced  into  the  debate.  When  he 
heard  gentlemen  talking  about  the  Houfc  having  difgraced  itfplf  by 
departing  from  what  they  had  before  pledged  thcmfbJvcs,  he  would 
only  remark  that  he  thought  this  was  very  difrefpeflful  language  to 
the  Houfe,  and  not  at  all  warranted  by  any  thing  that  had  been  done. 
In  ihort  It  was  more  than  a  ftrong  way  which  fome  people  had  of 
flaring  their  own  opinions,  without  any  regard  to  the  opinions  of 
others  as  able,  as  wife,  and  not  lefs  juft  and  humane  than  them-* 
felves*  With  regard  to  the  qucftion  itfelf,  he  would  •  repeat  what 
he  had  Aated  before,  that  unlefs  you  have  the  concurrence  of  the  i 

colonies  themfelves,  all  that  you  can  do  in  the  way  of  internal  re-  I 

gulation  is  not  worth  a  ftraw.     The  honourable  gentleman  had         ^      1 
opened  his  fpeech  by  dcfiring  the  Houfe  not  to  anticipate  any  of  his 
conclufions  before  he  concluded,  and  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  he 
had  been  fo  cautious  to  conceal  his  intentionvS  by  this  motion,  that  ^ 

he  had  not  even  made  them  known  to  his  own  confidential  friends* 
This  caution,  tliat  nobody  (hould  know  what  he  meant  to  bring 
forward,  had  been  very  ufcful  to  him :  thus  far,  at  lead,  it  had 
fecuredhim  a  patient  hearing.  For  if  he  had  told  that  his  propo- 
iition  went  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  colonial  laws,  property,  and 
rights,  could  be  produ6)ive  of  no  one  good  purpofe,  and  only 
tended  to  produce  an  immediate  and  dangerous  quarrel  between  this. 
country  and  her  colonics,  certainly  he  would  not  have  been  fufFered 
to  bring  forward  any  fuch  propofition.  He  was  therefore  right  to 
keep  every  body  fo  much  in  the  dark.  He  agreed  in  the  general 
opinion  that  the  queftion  of  right  to  legiflate  ought  not  to  be  agitated, 
except  in  cafes  of  neceflity,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the 
bill,  if  paiTed  into  a  law,  could  produce  no  good,  but  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  in  its  confequences,  by  oppofing  to  the  com- 
plaints already  made  in  your  colonies  a  qucHion  of  doubtful  l^if- 
lation:  He  contended  that  the  objedt  of  this  bill  went  direSly  to- 
taxation  of  all  colonial  property,  real  and  perfonal,  and  could  be  i 

brought  forward  for  no  other  purpofe  but  that  of  creating  difpute. 
Some  gentlemen  had  aiferted,  very  idly  in  his  opinion,'  that  if  this  ;i 

alternative  was  put,  whether  will  you  lofc  the  Weft- India  iflands,  1; 

or  abolifh  the  flave  trade  ?  they  certainly  would  do  the  latter  at  I 

the  expence  of  the  former.     But  in  h&  there  could  be  no  fuch  I 

alternative,,  for  if  you  were  quit  of  the  Wcft-Indics  to-morrow,  J 

you  would  be  no  ways  nearer  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade.— « . 
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b  abuTe  had  been  thrown  out  ag^inlt  the  colonial  \fy 
oatakitf  were  not  alt  to  be  vindicated  i  but  in  that, : 
;  elfe,  they  had  boci)  gradually  improving,  nnd  mij 
fied  to  inqtroTc.     Neither  (hould  things  be  Judged  c 

exceptionable  parti :  if  they  were  to  look  at  the  fla 
lis  counrrv,  ntany  laws  equally  bad  would  appear  u 
les,  while  they  were  abufing  colonial  l^iflation,  the 
ft  that  they  were  abuflng  the  King  and  Council,  foi 
all  been  aflented  to  in  ibis  country.  He  was  furpiil 
letnen  talk  of^  not  agreeing  to  any  compmmifc,  and 
»  how  they  would  aflonThurfdaynext,  whcn-thc  bi] 
g  tfie  middle  pafTage  would  be  before  them  ?  Would 
rith  all  the  advantages  it  c^taincd  for  the  comfort  oft! 
dy  bccaufe  they  had  not  carried  the  total  abolition  ? 
ofe  they  could.     But  feeling  himrdf  to  get  more  j 

he  wiihed  or  intcndedi  he  concluded  by  giving  i 
tivc  to  the  motion. 

Ir.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  he  wifhed  the  motion  ir 
lifcuffion  of  the  Weft-India  expedition,  (alluding  to 
n  by  Mr.  Sheridan)  had  preceded  that  which  had  1 
d  on  the  prcfent  occafion.  The  maintetiance  of  tl 
le  poffcflion  of  Great  Britain,  {houjd  be  the  objeift  < 
ilation  of  its  Parliament ;  an4  any  regulation,  till  tlie 
icir  fecurity  was  eftablifhed,  was  irritating  or  nugato 
k  fome  conliderable  exertion  was  made,  and  that  in 
noil  expcditiouB  im-igirable,  he  trembled  to  think  i 
tc  ftate  they  were  likely  to  be  reduced  to,  with  rcfp« 
ndance  on  this  country  :  of  the  learned  Serjrant  who 
arly  part  in  the  debate,  he  fpokc  in  terms  of  the  hij 
dation— a  lawyer  of  eminent  talents,  and  dignified,  c 
nofeflTion,  quittti^  its  purfuits  to  attend  to  the  exigcj 
iny,  and  arrange  himfclf  on  the  tide  of  her  conlStu 
itial  intereds,  af^ded  a  brilliant  example  for  the  ic 
earned  colleagues,  and  marked  him  out  as  a  {ignal  be 
State,  in  whofe  caufe  fo  noble  an  exertion  had  been  i 
:  principles  inculcated  in  his  excellent  fpecch,  comn; 
:A  ac^uidcence  of  evety  honourable  member ;  the  idc: 
axation  on  the  colonies  was  dangcrout  in  the  cxtren 
d,  it  would  never  again  be  aqempted  ;  at  the  fami 
not  prepared  to  condemn  the  prindple  which  had  d 
on,  nmf  adduced  before  the  Houfirj  in  conlcquence  < 
ion,  lawB  had  been  framed,  and  lately  framed ;  in  ja 
-   iflands  under  the  BritiOi  Government,  had  been 

langalrwry  and  (ij^refflvei  beyond  wtat  he  foul^ 
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cdved  the  cxlflence  of  In  a  civilized  country;  after  the  general  ift- 
d%natbn  their  communication  had  excited,  he  could  nocbut,thinkt 
focne  admonition  was  necefliar}'  toimprefs  on  the  mind^  of  the  Weft* 
India  planters  the  necefllty  of  obviating  the  drw*adful  confequencea-  (' 

(to  themfelves  as  well  as  their  dependants)  that  mufl  be  the  rcfult 
of  the  continuance  of  a  fyftem  fo  revolting  to  humanity,  and  be 
tnifted,  the  gentlemen  who  were  proprietors  of  our  valuable  poflef- 
fions  in  that  part  of  the  world,  would  no  longer  fuffcr  fuch  abomi*  « 

nacle  abufes  to  pafs  current,  under  the  facred  name  of  law  and  i 

juilicc^     It  was  not  without  afionifhment  he  had  hcard>  from  a  I 

l^ht  honourable  Secretary,  a  confefiloa  of  his  havings  given  bis 
aiTent  to  them  as  a  Privy  CounfellQr  in  this  country  ;  fuch  conduct 
could  admit  of  no  other  excufe,  than  the  being  unacquainted  with^  n 

tfaofe  laws  to  which  he  had  made  himfelf  a  party ;  and  what  a  miferai* 
blc  dc&nce  was  that  lor  a  man  higii  in  office,  to  confefs  he  had 
oeglefied  the  duties  of  his  fituation !  no  man  was  juflified  in  fetting  j 

his  hand  to  a  paper  the  contents  of  which  he  w-^^:  ignorant  of ;  and  i 

the  right  honourable  gendeman  was  rcprchcnfible  tor  his  negligence, 
in  proportion  to  the  mifchievous  tendency  o|  that  pcrverfion  of  legal 
autiK>ri:y  he  had  contributed  to  give  a  fandUon  to.  * 

Mr.  MANNING  contended,  that  the  regulations  adopted  by  f 

the  colonial  aflbmbly  of  tlie  idand  of  Jamaica  in  the  confolidated 
afipailed  in  1792,  which  were  ir  j1^  advantageoudy  framed  for 
the  haj^inefs  of  the  negroes,  were,  in  themfelves,  fufficient  to 
prevent  any  neceffity  for  having  recourfe  to  the  meafures  propofed  . 
faf  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  intcmicd  bill.  If^  therefore^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  had 'recourfe  to  that  a£V,  he.  would  find  f: 

that  the  greateft  attention  had  been  particularly  given  to  the  rearing         |* 
of  children ;  and  (hough  he  did  not  pofttively  afiert  that  the  meafiiroi 
had  been  adopted  in  all  the  other  iilands,  yet  he  had  every  right  to 
infer,  that  they  had  been  equally,  attentive  ta  promote  die  happtnefr 
of  their  negroes.    ' 

Mr.  FRANCIS,  in  reply,  obferved,  that  if  th^  declantions 
which  had  been  fo  frequently,  and  fo  ftrongly  made  by  tbofe  gen* 
tlemen  who  oppofed  his  motion  in  favour  of  the  ib^es^  bad  been 
attended  to  by  themfelves,  he  (hould  tK>t  that  night  have  bsob^t         •' 
forward  his  motion.     He  apprehended,  both  from  therefultofa 
fonner  debate,  and  the  probable  event  of  that  night,  that  nodbtog 
eiSsfhial  would  be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  men  whofe      '  ; 
mifecable  fituation.  was  fubmitted  to  the  feeling  and  judgement  of        !• 
(be  Houfo*     The  right  honourable  gentleman  a»fbunded  the  objeft        \l 
and  mcaps  \  but  if  he  refiifed  the  means,  be  fhouldat  leaA  give  no       j, 


i 
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jfiljoatp  the  objed^.  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  purfue  it  afior  his      ^'  - 
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!hod.  It  has  been  urged,  that  the  bill  \rfiich'h( 
I'jie  went  to  the  extent  of  taxing  the  colonies ;  bi 
n>"d  that  it  could  bear  fuch  a  conftruflion-  Mi 
J  by  faying,  tiiat  he  would  not  prcfs  a  dividon  o 
t  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  cornc  forward  tl; 
life  mearures  to  alleviate  the  dtlhelTes  of  the  flayi 
notion  was  then  put,  and  nt^tived  without  a  dii 
A'lLLIAM  SMITH  moved,  "Thatanhumb 
itcd  to  His  Majcfty,  praying  that  he  may  be  | 
o  give  dircflions  that  there  be  laid  before  t 
the  feveral  adts  relating  to  the  regulation,  &c 
iiffcd  by  the  difiercnt  colonial  aflemblies   flnce 

~0X  delired  to  be  informed  by  the  right  honount 
■-  Dundas)  who  declared  his  opinion,  that  the  fl 
;  confined  to  flaves  under  a  certain  age,  whether 
a  limitation  (houldbe  carried  into  efled  by  the  P: 
iiintr)',  or  by  the  colonial  aflemblies  ?  He  alfo 
inicd,  whether  it  was  the  right  honourable  gcntlci 
in  confeqdcnce  of  that  opinion,  to  bring  forward 
int  nature  "r 
iUNIXAS  replied,  that  he  certainly  could   not 

fuch  a  mcafurc  at  a  moment  when  the  coimtr^ 
,  «'ir.     Wi;re  he   to  do  fo,  he  might  be  juftlj 
■nfitlency- 
Ml  TH*  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thur/day,    I  ^th  April. 

;OSE  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the'  Hou 
all  the  fums  of  mtniey  ilTued  by  His  Majeily  1 
December,  1795,  purfuant  to  Addrcffcs  of  this 
li  have  been  made  good  by  Parliament. — Ordero 
ill  for  allowii^  colls  to  WitnclTes,  at  the  difc 
:,  .in  cafes  of  Mifdcmeanor  as  In  cafes  of  Felo 
x>nd  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  up  Aair 
s  being  committed   through  a  Committee  of  tl 

BBOT.  In  confcquence  of  the  notice  which  I 
^vc  yeflcrday,  I  Ihall  now  beg  leave  to  mcntbn 
jears  to  me  of  very  confidcrable  impoitance ;  ( 
time,  that  thcmeafures  which  (according  to  my 
he  to  be  taken  at  prefent  will  not  be  attended  y 
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great  difficulty,  nor  Ikible  (as  I  fhoidd  hope)  taany  objection  what-  ; 

ever. 

This  fuDJeft,  Sir,  is  the  general  Jlate  of  all  our  hiws  which  are  % 

of  a  temporary  nature.  } 

Gentlemen  are  aware. that  a  partial  inquiry  into  this  matter  h  * 

annually  intruftcd  to  Committees  appointed  for  that  purpofe — ^nd  \ 

the  Committee  of 'the  prefent  year  have  purfucd  their  ordinary  la- 
bours, according  to  the  cuftcmary  courCe  of  its  duty,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  limited  nature  of  their  authority.  But,  Sir,  iijx)n  re- 
volving this  matter  in  my  own  mind,  and  fcarching  into  tlK"  ufage 
of  Parliament  in  former  times,  and  conferring  with  fevcral  per  tons 
vrhofc  peculiar  (lations,  purfuits,  and  habits  of  life  render  them 
more  immediately  converfant  with  fubjedls  of  this  fort,  it  does 
appear  to  me — that  we  owe  it  to  ourfelves  and  to  the  public,  to 
extend  the  fcale  of  our  inquiries,  and  to  enter  upun  a  larger  field  of  ^ 

invefligation ;  not  merely  confined  in  the  ordinary  way  to  the  con^r  | 

lidcration  merely  of  fuch  ext>iring  and  expired  laws  as  are  immer-  • 

diatcly,  and  at  prefent.  (it  to  be  revifed  or  Continued  ;  but,    com*  ] 

prchending  a  view  of  all  the  temporary  laws  whatever,  and  pro- 
Tiding  ourfelves  with  a  permanent  regifter  of  their  cimtents.  .       • 

With  regard  to  the  expiring  laws,  the  abfolute  neccflTity  of  it  is  |" 

obvious.  Mifchiefs  may  happen  (and  fuch  mifchiefs  have  hap--^ 
pencd  heretofore)  by  the  undefigned  expiration  of  a  law  which  ought 
to  be  continued,  or  by  the  fuppofed  continuance  of  a  law  which 
has  in  fadi  expired,  a  circumftance  which  may  very  poflibly  efcapc 
notice  where  any  fuch  laws  have  originated  at  any  remote  period  {; 

of  time,  and'  now   lie  buried  in  the  multiplicity  of  our  Statutes.  J! 

If,  Sir,  in  the  execution  of  criminal  juftice  any  one  fuch  inOanc^.  t* 

of  miftake  (hould  occur  (as  in  other  times  has  actually  occurred  in  ": 

civil  cafes)  every  man  would  (hudder  at  an  event  which  might  be  ;^ 

irretrievably  fatal.     A  regider,  therefore,  of  thcfe  laws,  with  their  ( 

duration  accurately  noted,  and  ^always  prefent  to  the  attention  of  i« 

Parliament,  would  effeflually  prevent  fuch  a  calamity.  i^ 

The  knowledge  of  our  expired  laws,  if  not  of  equal  urgency,  ts  i, 

perhaps  not  of  lefa  importance.     To  have  a  ready  view  of  all  the  L 

experimental  Ic^iflation  of  former  ages,  in  regard  to  fuch  n>attcrs  f 

as  the  courfe  of  time  or   probable  chances  of  public  affairs  may  •' 

force  upon  our  confiderations,  muft  certainly  be  defirable.     It  would  ^ 

enable  us  to  profit  readily  by  the  experience  of  our  ancei^ors  ;  and  '• 

cither  to  preferve  a  confifient  policy  by  re-ena6ling  (imilar  laws  \ 

under  like  circumdances,  or  to  improve  upon  the  given  precedents  ^ 

of  former  ages  ;  and  at  all  events  not  to  depart  from  them  uoad- 
vifedly,  whenever  fuch  a  departure  might  be  judged  prudent  and 
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Tlie  perfons  named  in  the  Commlacc  wert, 

Mr.  Abbot  Mr.  Hob  art 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls        ■  Mr.  Mainwarinj 

The  Attorney- general  Mr.  Bankcs 

The  Solid  tor -general  Mr.  I.  Hawkins  Browne 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  Mr.  Bramfton 

Mr.  Charles  Townfticnd  Sir  Adam  Fergufcm 

Mr.  Powys  And  Sir  William  Scott. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  put  off  his  motion  for  the  produflion  of  cer- 
tain papers  relative  to  the  Wel^  Indies  to  a  more  convenient  day. 

PVediiefday,  1 3/A  April. 

The  Houfc  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  .  of  the  whoh 
Houfc  to  conlidcr  the  ptr^riety  of  allowing  the  importation  of  mo- 
laffcs. 

Mr.  ROSE  then  moved  the  following  Refolutions,  which  wen 
agreed  to — 

I  ft.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  allow  the  importation  of  niolalTes,  in  the  Ihips  of  any  ftatc  ol 
Europe  in  amity  with  this  country,  not  belonging  to  His  Majcfty, 
for  a  limited  time,  auty  free. 

2d,  From  any  place  not  in  Europe,  not  belon^ng  to  His  Ma- 
jcfty, and  in  amity  with  this  country,  upon  paying  a  duty  of  3  pci 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  had  come  down  on  purpofe  tc 
move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the  Weft-India  Expedition, 
He  was  encouraged  to  think  that  they  would  not  be  rcfufed,  when 
he  rccdledled  the  Jefire  which  had  been  expreffcd  at  a  foi;mci 
period  for  a  full  and  impanial  inquiry  into  the  fubjeft.  If  lh( 
profpcift  of  peace  had  been  nearer  than  at  prefent  it  appeared  to  be, 
it  might  be  faid  tiiat  fuch  an  inquiry  would  be  inftituccd  with  greatci 
proprieff  after  the  re-cftabli(hmcnt  of  tranquillity  ;  but  in  the  pro- 
fpcfl  of  continuing  in  the  fame  calamitous  courfe  in  which  we  had 
hitherto  proceeded,  and  untlcr  ihc  fame  weak  and  blundering  coun- 
cils by  which  we  had  been  guided,  an  inquiry  into  paft  errors  be- 
came more  ncccflary  than  ever.  He  was  furprifed  to  find,  fine* 
he  came  to  the  Houfe,  tliat  the  King's  miniftcrs  had  any  objedtior 
to  the  production  of  thcfe  papers-  He  ftiould,  however,  now  move 
that  they  l>c  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  and  if  they  were  rcfufed,  he 
would  name  a  future  day  for  the  difcuITion.     Mr.  SheriJan  ther 
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;cl  for  a  Oring  of  papers  relarivc  to  the  Weft-IndU 
ngft  which  were, 

n  account  of  the '  number  of  men  fcnt  out  to  the  1 
rr  Sir  Charles  Grey  in  the  ct^fe  of  the  year  1793. 
in  account  of  the  number  of  men  drawn  from  tfits 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lord  Mcun. 
in  account  of  the  number  of  men  taken  from  Sir  O 
■  the  conqueR  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  am 
ningo. 

L  return  of  the  reinforcements   fent  out  to  St.  Doi 
dates  of  their  failing  and  of  their  arrival. 
i  copy  of  all  the  letters  which  were  written  by  Admit 
General  Abercrombie,  refpefling  the  delay  of  the 
^ition. 

^n  account  of  the  mortality  of  the  troops  lying  on 
fports  while  they  remained  at  Portfmouth. 
^n  account  of  the  number  of  (hips  foundered,  and 
were  loft  after  they  had  failed. 
Vnd  a  copy  of  the  letter  for  the  appointment  of  a  boi 
nd  the  trjnfport  fcrvice. 

Vfr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  objcfled  to  the  produfl 
srs,  becaufe  they  would  either  tend  todifclofcinftHH 
ht  not  to  be  made  public,  or  afford  only  a  pi 
an  inquiry  into  the  condu3  of  Minifters. 
VIr.  Chancellor  PITT  animadverted  upon  tfie  lin< 
ch  Mr.  Sheridan  had  adopted  in  the  bufinefs.  He  1 
ay  for  bringing  forward  his  motion,  and  then  firv 
itcd  information  upon  the  fubjcfl,  after  that  day  w 
vcd  for  papers  which  he  never  thought  of  before,  t 
r  conceived  (o  be  necelfary  to  the  objcift  which  he  h 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  propofed  to  adjourn  the  debate 
might ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  - 
General  TARLETON  Inoved,  that  there  be  Iai< 
ufc  a  copy  of  the  letter,  dated  at  Portfmouth  or  Plyn: 
the  Count  de  Sombreuil,  and  addrcfTcd  to  the  rig^ 
iltiam  Windham>  Secretary  at  War. 
The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  was  h 
i  opportunity  of  explaining  himfcif  upon  a  fubjefi 
i  of  which  he  wifhed  much  te  communica|c  to  t 
hen  the  fubjcil  of  the  Quiberon  expedition  was  fit 
was  called  upon  to  produce  that  letter,  thotJgh  he  1 
t  the  gentlemen  who  thus  called  upon  him,  knew  ' 
s  not  in  his  power.     This  letter  from  Porifmottth, 
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K>  hho,  ms  alluded  to  in  another  letter  fnsn  the  Count  de  Sc 
bfmil  to  Sir  John  Warren,  was  pubMicd  at  his  dcfire,  and 
which  he  CKprefled  a  wUh  that  his  letter  to  him  (Mr.  Windha 
ihould  be  node  public.  At  that  time,  he  doubted  much  if 
eould  find  the  letter,  and  he  had  even  foifie  obfcure  rccolleiflion 
having  dcftrcq'ed  it.  In  the  letter,  however,  he  remembered  t 
there  was  not  one  word  which  had  any  relation  to  the  expeditii 
And  in  this  idea  of  it,  he  was  confirmed  by  the  recollection  of  A 
Lewis,  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  honour  in  his  office,  throi 
wh<^c  hinds  the  letter  had  pafled,  and  who  rccolledcd  that  its  a 
tents  related  entirely  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  command,  a 
to  a  converlation  of  a  [nivate  nature,  which  had  palTed  bctwi 
thdm  previous  to  iiis  leaving  town.  This  was  the  fiiualion 
which  he  was  placed  when  the  letter  was  dttt  called  for.  F 
tanately,  however,  the  letter  was  afterwards  found  by  a  Colo 
Ramfay,  a  gentleman  to  whofe  fervices  he  was  much  obliged,  : 
the  letter  (hould  be  given  to  the  public  in  one  way  or  other. 
it  was  of  a  private  nature,  he  faw  no  piopriety  in  its  being  laid 
fore  the  Houfc ;  but  the  requefl  of  Monfieur  Sombreuil  fliould  n 
undoubtedly  be  complied  with.  As  to  the  Quiberon  expediti 
he  would  only  lay,  that  he  would  not  (brink  from  any  rcfponfibil 
which  might  attach  to  him  from  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  bi 
nefs.  Public  reafons  might  render  it  necel&ry  to  retift  any  in^u 
rhat  might  be  demanded  an  the  fubjedt.  He  forefaw  the  farcal 
that  this  refulal  would  give  rife  to ;  but  in  the.  difcharge  of  offii 
and  public  duties,  it  was  necellary  to  overlook  attacks  of  fuc 
nature. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  feflion  he  had  m 
tioned  the  fubjedt  of  Sombrcutl's  letter,  but  upon  his  honour  s 
gentleman,  he  had  no  knowledge  that  it  was  mifTmg,  and  it  i 
<xily  a  few  days,  at  lead  he  would  fay  weeks,  lincc  he  had  he 
the  circumthnce.  He  was  glad  lo  find,  however,  that  the  ri 
honourable  gendeman  himfelf  had  conlidcrcd  the  fiibjeil  in  the  fa 
way  in  which  it  had  been  felt  by  that  fide  of  the  Houfc,  as  a  i 
of  honour  upon  him  to  produce  the  IcUcr  whtdi  was  called  foi 
fo  intereiling  a  manner  by  Sombreuil,  and  it  was  natural  that  fc 
lhd3ures  fhould  be  palled  upon  its  not  having  made  its  appcarai 
He  did  not  deny  that  it  was  fomttimrs  ncceifary  to  relid  inqiu 
but  that  this  nccefTity  had  occurred  fo  oficn  to  the  prcfcnt  MiniC 
was  fomcwhat  extraordinary.  Were  he  in  fuch  a  fituation  he  vvoul 
leaft  feel  the  propriety  of  not  vauntingly  challengit^  inquiry  whic 
was  determined  to  refiftj  and  hfi  thought  the  right  honourable  gen 
man  and  his  colleagues  migUl  perform  their  duty  equally  well  if  t 
3   1    2 
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not  fo  often  recal  to  the  reodle^on  of  the  Hbufe,  the 
iclination  which  it  required  on  their  put  to  ^ftain  fro 
inquiry.  Such modef^y  would  be  morcbecomtng  than 
;uage  Minivers  held  while  in  purluance  of  what  thi 
lie  duty,  they  were  tdblved  to  quafh  every  inveftiga 
r  conduit. 

general  TARLETON,  in  juftification  of  his  motion 
"age  from  the  letter  of  Count  De  Sombreuil  to  Sir  John 
vhich  he  referred  to  a  letter  fent  from  Plymouth  to  Mr 
1,  exprefling  a  flrong  defirc  ac  the  fame  tiipe,  that  it  i 
iliftcd. 
Wr.   WINDHAM  faid,  the  letter  was  dated  from  For 

that  Count  dc  Sombreuil,  he  believed,  never  was  at  P 
VIr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  as  the  honourable  gcntlemai 
irmined  to  pcriift,  he  would  move  the  order  of  the  day 
Wr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  it  was  prtAablc  ti 
crted  to  might  be  written  from  Portfmoutli,  and  that 
;  was  owing  to  the  Count  de  Sombreuil ;  but  certainly  th 
n  the  tenor  of  the  Icncr,  as  ftated  by  the  right  honourat 
1,  muft  have  confidcrcd  it  as  ncccflary  to  be  made  pi 
lication  of  his  honour,  and  to  exculpate  him  fiom  ai 
1  refpcift  to  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Quibcrpn.  f 
cflimation  in  which  the  Count  held  &ie  letter,  as 
n>  his  fentiments  contained  in  that  fent  to  Sir  John 
e  prodiii£lion  of  this  paper  was  fo  far  neceffaiy,  as  th 

aflei-tcd,  that  the  French  prifoncrs  with  whom  he  ei 

who  were  employed  by  Government,  were  bribed  t 
I.     If  this  were  the  cafe,  furcly  it  were  proper  to  inqi 
His  Majcfty's  Minifters  were  implicated  in  the  condu^ 
Drtimate  and  melancholy  expedition. 
Ar.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrvcd,   that  the  firft  time  I 

mentioned,  he  put  in  his  claim,  that  he  was  not  boun' 
to  an  extcnfivc  inquiry  into  that  atTair,  without  fuflicien 

(hewn  why  fuch  inquiry  (hould  be  inftitutcd. 
»fr.  FOX  faid,  if  Minifters  were  determined  to  refiftall 
lufe,  in  their  mind,  it  was  not  confiftent  with  their  put 

certainly  ought  not  to  arrogate  to  thcmfelves  the  praifc  o 

becaufc  they  rcfufed  to  fubmit  to  invcftigation.  He  i 
right  honourable  gentleman  from  any  wifh  to  conceal  i 
le  Count  dc  Sombreuil ;  but  on  the  face  of  the  huSncfs 
rd  to  fay,  that  the  Count  hati  not  attached  confidcrabl 
imc  quarter,  as  far  as  related,  to  the  unfortunate  expei 
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Mr.  WWDHAM  declared,  that  when  firft  the  letter  was  men 
tioned,  as  not  being  of  anofEcial  nature,  it  did  not  m^e  tliat  im 
prelfion  on  his  mind  as  to  render'  him  competent  to  Hate  what  h 
had  already  mentioned,  and  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  more  full 
from  a  fubfequent  perufal.  The  Count  dc  Sombrcuil  had  not  bee 
more  than  three'  or  four  days  in  the  country  when  the  letter  wa 
written  i^i^"^  Portfmouth,  and  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  polTcfs  a] 
that  information  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  imagined 
He  would  not  proceed  farther  in  the  bufinefs  at  prefent,  but  rcfcnr 
himfelf  unril  it  fliould  be  more  fully  difcuffed. 

After  a  few  words  from  General  TARLETON,  the  HouC 
paSed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  bill  to  preven 
the  purloining  of  pewter  pots  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  DENT  objcdted  to  the  bill,  on  the  grounds  which  he  hat 
formerly  dated.  The  elaufe  which  obliged  the  publicans  to  brinj 
their  liquor  in  gallons  to  the  houfes  of  their  cuflomers  would  bi 
attended  with  infinite  inconvenience,  particularly  to  the  induftriou: 
poor,  who  would  be  induced  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  publican  ant 
fpcnd  their  week's  wages,  bccaufe  they  would  have  no  opportunity 
to  drink  it  at  home. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  a  bill  of  this  nature  paffed  in  the  reign  o 
George  jhc  fiift,  and  was  not  attended  with  the  inconvenience: 
ftated.  The  lofs  of  the  publicans  was  enormous,  occalioned  t^ 
the  purloining  of  pewter  pots,  and  amounted  from  5000I.  t< 
6000I.  annually.  The  Houfs  could  not  fuppofe  that  they  fub- 
mitted  patiently  to  have  their  property  ftolen.  It  was  certainl] 
proteiacd,  like  all  other  fpecies  of  property,  by  the  law,  but  durir^ 
theyears  1793,  1794,  and  1795,  there  had  been  00  lefs  that 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  pcrfons  tried  for  the  fteallng  of  pewtei 
pots,  nineteen  out  of  twjenty  of  whom  were  convii£led.  The  quef 
tion  was,  whether'  it  was  not  for  the  public  advantage  to  preven 
the  necelTity  of  fo  many  trials  and  convictions  for  offences,  whici 
from  the  facility  there  was  to  commit,  there  was  much  temptation 
He  could  not  agree,  as  a  remedy,  to  an  additional  punilhment ;  ant 
the  only  other  alternative  ^ras  to  remove  the  facility  of  the  theft 
Private  arrangements  among  the  publicans  had  been  attempted,  ant 
had  failed,  bccaufe  individuals  were  tempted  to  facrificc  their  genera 
intcrcft  to  a  little  immediate  advantage.  It  was  for  thefe  reafon 
he  wilhed  the  bill  ttt  go  to  a  Committee,  and  particulat  elaufe 
might  there  be  adjufted. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  dated  the  loffes  that  arofe  from  the  ftealini 
of  pewter  pots,     He  was  informed  tlut  the  publicans  did  notmeai 
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t  fefilc  to  catTf  tfie  liquor  to  private  HouTes,  they  ot^ 
H^viduab  O  provide  pots  for  thcmfclvea.  Had  the  bil 
K  lituation  of  the  poor  woric,  he  would  not  fupport  it 
id. 

The  Houfc  divided  j  Tor  the  bill,  3 1  — Againft  it,  9  - 
;2. 

Upon  the  queflion  that  the  bill  be  comnutted,  there 
5  members  prelent,  the  Hode  adjourned. 

•Thurjday,    i^th  Afrih 

Nfr.  LECHMERE  Taid,  he  had  given  notice  of  a  mc 
c  intended  to  brii^  forward  before  a  Conunrttee  of 
[oufe  this  day,  to  prevent  the  withholding  of  com  fro 
nd  alfo  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  flour.  Thefe 
rrevances  K>  the  indudrious  labourers  in  this  country, 

>  be  tended  to  by  the  Houfe ;  but  it  gave  hioi  paii 
•ax.  when  any  bufinefs  refpcdir^  a  loan,  a  contract,  01 
f  tluit  kind,  was  to  be  brought  forward,  the  Houfe  w: 
ran  one  end  to  the  other.  But  when  the  caufc  of  tfic 
ODT  was  to  be  brought  forward,  die  Houfe  was  fo  thin, 
'as  fcarccly  a  fufHcient  number  in  it  to  make  a  Houfe, 
ropofition  was  made  and  objected  to  by  any  pcrfon  01 
de  of  the  Houfe,  the  members  were  counted,  and  there  1 
Mffcw  to  form  a  Houfe,  the  matter  for  the  time  fell  to  1 
iconfequenceof  non-attendance.     This,hewas  forrytc 

>  fey,  was  a  great  refleflion  on  that  honourable  Houfe. 
ondut^,  public  bulinefs  was  very  improperly  impeded, 
umfhnce  of  the  Houfe  being  fo  thin  was  the  caufe  that 
rii^  forward  the  bulinefs  he  gave  notice  of  for  this 
lould  bring  it  forward  on  Tuefday  next.  He  fhouk 
ibjcdt  to  the  Committee  on  the  high  price  of  com,  an 
Tuefday  that  that  Committee  fliould  then  lit. 

Friday f    I  ^th  April. 

The  dog'tax  bill  was  read  a  firll  time ;  and  on  the 
ic  fccond  reading, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice  that  he  fliould 
iaiming  fome  of  the  money  impofcci  by  this  bill  fur  1 
cnetir,  and  that  he  fhould  alfo  pofiO  in  drawing  a 
ctwccn  perfons  liable  to  pay  this  tax.  The  plan  which 
Topofe  to  tlic  Committee  was  that  which  he  had  bofoi 
He  Houfc,  of  charj;ing  three  fhillings  upon  every  oWnci 
>bo  pays  aiibfrcd  taxes,  two  fhillings  of  whicli  he  mean 
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iar  the  public  ufe,  and  to  apply  the  other  to  parochial  purpofes ;  btft 

from  t}u>fc  peifons  who  keep  a  dog  and  do  not  pay  aifefled  taxes,  foe 

ihould  demand  one  (hillings  which  might  be  paid  as  a  pari(fa  rafc. 

There  was  another  benefit  which  might  be  derived  from  this  tax  by 

the  State,  which  was,  to  fubjedl  thofe  perfons  who  keep  more  than  ; 

one  dog,  and  are  able  to  aSbrd  it,  to  a  heavier  penalty.     He  (botdd  ,f 

propofe  in  the  Comnuttce  to  carry  it  up  as  high  as  five  (hillings  fot  * 

every  dog,  four  of  which  he  (hould  apply  to  the  fervice  rf  the 

State  ;  and  at  this  rate,  though,  he  did  not  cany  his  computation  ib  i 

hi^  as  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dent),  he  calculated  the 

tax  would  produce  a  revenue  of  ioo,oool.  per  annum.  \ 

Mr.  DENXwas  forry  to  differ  from  his  right  honourable  friend, 
but  he  conceived  the  only  benefit  to  be  derived  ought  to  be  in  re-  p[ 

gard  to  the  poor- rates,  and  if  the  money  were  applied  to  any  other 
ufe,  he  thought  the  tax  would  be  unprodudlive  and  unpopular. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  offered  fome  obfervation,  but  the  Speaker  re- 
nvnded  the  Houfc  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  PittJ 
had  only  given  notice  of  fome  propofitions  he  meant  to  brii^g  for- 
ward in  the  Committee. 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  on  Monday  next. 

General  SMITH  thought  diat  day  would  be  too  early  to  have  it 
printed. 

Mrl  DENT  wiihed  only  to  get  gentlemen^s  general  opnicos 
and  ideas  upon  it,  and  the  bill  might  afterwards  be  re-printed. 

Sh  W.  YOUNG  concurred  with  General  Smith,  that  M(mday 
would  be  too  early. 

The  fecond  reading  was  then  ordered  for  Wednefday  next. 

Monday,  iSth  April. 

Mr.  ROSE  mpved  for  an  account  of  the  quantities  of  wine  im- 
ported and  exported  in  the  laft  two  years,  and  the  quantities  im- 
ported and  exported  for  the  lail  five  years,  to  be  laid  upon  die  table; 
which  were  afterwards  brought  10,  and  referred  to  the  Comouttee  | 

of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  ROSE  laid  an  account  upon  the  lable  of  the  provifiocit 
from  the  civil  lift  for  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of  France,  whk3i 
'  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ways  and- means. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofeto  move  for  the  produftion  of  a  paper 
which  had  before  been  moved  for  by  an  honourable  friend  of  his 
(General  Tarleton)  and  had  been  refufed.  After  thatrefufal,  the 
Houfc  mi^t  judge  of  his  furprife  and  aflonlihment  when  he  fiiw 
the  letter  of  the  Count  de  Sombreuil  publiflied  to-day  in  the  True 
Briton,     He  did  not  hcfitate  a  moment  to  prorounce  that  publica- 
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n  authentic  and  genuine,  bring  influenced  in  bis   o^ 

die  complexion  of  tlie  journal  in  wliich  it  was  publi 
E  particular  features  of  the  letter  itfclf.  He  fpokc  in 
aion  of  thofc  pcrfons  who  heard  his  honourabJc  frienc 
:  produi^ion  of  that  letter)  nnd  he  reminded  them  that  h 
le  ftiend  slTigiied  as  his  realbn  for  dcang  io,  that  it 
(lible  the  letter  contained  not  only  an  exculpation  of 

Sombreuil  hlmfelf,  but  a  crimination  of  thofe  periur 
ed  and  conducted  the  unfortunate  expedition  in  which 
.      He  appealed  to  the  recolleclion  alfo  of  the  Houfc, 

the  right  honourable  gcBilcman  who  refufcd  the  moi 
'indham}  that  the  production  of  the  paper  was  refufed 
lated  folcly  to  a  buEincfs  of  a  delicate  and  private  natu 
mpletcly  then  was  he  difappoimed  and  aftoniflicd  on  pe 
py  publifhed  in  the  True  Britcin,  which  he  had  ever 
lieve  authentic,  to  find  it  fo  far  from  rebiing  exclufiv 
finefs  of  a  private  nature,  to  belong  entirely  to  matter 
oment ;  aijd  the  only  excufe  he  could  alledge  for  the  rig 
le genilemaii's  not  having  madefuch  a  declaration  w; 
d  either  read  it  in  a  flight  and  curfory  manner,  or 
ftance  of  time,  and  the  multiplicity  of  bulinefs  in  wh 
gaged,  that  he  had  wholly  forgotten  its  contents,  elfe  i 
ipofltble  that  he  (hou!d  have  given  it  fuch  a  colour, 
t  appear  from  this  letter  that  there  was  any  paltry  rec 
on  the  perfons  who  advifed  and  conducted  that  untoi 
dition,  but  a  foundation  fur  a  charge  of  the  moft  mar! 
Jity.  It  might  be  true  that  the  right  honourable  gem 
t  the  fole  hand  in  that  expedition,  or  that  he  had  no  fa 

advifing  it  than  the  refl  of  his  colleagues ;  but  whoeVe 
thors  und  abettors  of  it,  there  was  very  clear  evidence 
IS  not  one  word  about  any  bulinefs  of  a  private  nati 
ter  from  Portfmouth  ;  while  there  were  expreflions  i 
yed  the  flrongcil  condcmnalion  of  fending  that  expcdit 
:  moft  grofs,  the  moft  treacherous  in:mncr.  He  under 
er,  to  read  the  letter  to  the  Hoiife,  in  which  he  could  fi 
it,  even  by  conftruflion,  of  a  private  nature. 

TranQation  of  ihe  FIRST  LETTER. 

Onboard  the  John,  Portfmouih 

Sir.  julyS,    179 

The  Ihort  flay  which  I  made  at  London  not  having  permii 
nour  of  feeing  you  more  than  once,  'and  my  fudden  depar 
;vcmcd  me  from  coiiverfing  with  you  on  fe'veral  points  of 
me  in  my  prcfenc  fituaiion,  I  have  lulficient  confidence  in 
y  to  be  couvinccd,  that  I  tliall  find  fuch  inilruAioai  as  w 
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for  a'giAde,  and  enable  me  to  fupport  the  refponfibility  attached  |o  my 
condad,  as  well  towards  you  as  towards  the  troops^  under  my  commaad. .. 
A  full  coaviiflion  of  the  ue^eility  of  fubordioaaon,  joiaed  to  a  zealous 
dcTotion  to  the  caufe  ia  which  I  have  embarked,  induce  me  to  fly  with 
prccipicatioo  at  the  firil  fignal  I  receive,  and  never  allow  me  to  urge  the 
Imal  le  (l^  objection .  I  fay  not h  ing  of  t  h  e  di  fc  retion  w  h  ich  a  Govern  men  t 
has  a  right  to  ezpefi  from  ihofc  it  employs ;  I  have  long  fince  given 
fufficient  proofs  of  mi;ie ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  are  ^ 

fuch  as  will  enable  me  to  obtain^  at  leaft,  thofe  marks  of  confidence 
wrhich  are  due  to  tay  (ituation* 

I  have  the  honour  to  obferve  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  am  going  with  troops, 
of  whofe  deflination  I  know  nothing  but  by  public  report,  neither  am  I  I" 

acquainted. with  their  means  of  fubfiftence,  nor,  in  the  fmallcft  degree,  ' 

with  the  rules  by  which  I  am  to  regulate  my  Condu^.     What  will  be  f 

aecdlarv,   with  regard  to  ammunition,  with  which  I  am  not,  to  my 
knowledge,  provided,  and  with  regard  to  (he  fupport  of  thofe  with  whom  i 

I  am  to  a6t ;  the  means  by  whidi  I  am  to  carry  on  my  corrcfpondence  * 

vmh  you,  in  adiftant  fituatioii ;  and  from  wh6m  I  am,  in  all  cafes,  to  ' 

receive  orders— Thefe  are  points  on  which  I  requeft  you  to  give  me  ; 

fuch  inftrudions  as  will  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  my  conduct. 

I  had  the  honour  alfo  to  reoiiefl  that  you  would  let  mc  have  an  officer  ^ 

from  the  department  of  infpcaion— If  you  fend  me  fuch  a  perfon,  pray 
chuie  a  man  who  fpeaksboth  languages,  that  he  may,  on  occafion,  affill 
me  ia  the  tranilation  of  yotir  letters ;  and  that  your  orders  may  only  be 
known  to  an  officer  choien  by  Government.  I  hare  the  honour  to  be^ 
with  rcfpc<ft. 

Your  very  huinble  fenrant, 

CoiJifT  Charles  de  Sombreuil. 


* 


» 


This  was  the  private  letter,  he  faid,  which  the  right  honourable  ;' 

gentleman  had  ftated  to  be  intcrcfting  to  the  writer's  feelings  only,  | 

and  not  atall  fo  to  the  public.     And  now  he  would  read  the  other,  | 

addreffed  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  .which  accompanied  ' 

that  to  Sir  John  Borlafe  .Warren,  aqd' which  was  reprefented  to  be  j 

fent  to  him  as  a  tedimony  of  particular  refpc£l  and  gratitude  :*^     ^  r 

TranQation  of  the  SECOND  LETTER. 

From  the  Count  de  Sombreuil  to  the  right  honourable  William  Wind-  » 

ham,  dated,  Aurai,  22d  July,  179^,  received  by  the  hands  of   his'  |» 

fervant,  who  remained  with  him  till  the  hour  of  his  death.  L 

Sir,  f" 

The  letter  which  I  have  wiitten  to  Sir  John  Warren  will  give  you  • 

every  information  i\\  my  power  to  afford,  as  weJl  on  my  prefent  ntuatioD,  L 

as  on  pad  events  ;  I  will  not  remind  you  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  '* 

you  from  Portfmouth,  as  you  doubilefs  feel  the  force  of  the  remarks  ^ 

which  I  there  madft  :  you  miiil  be  fenftble  how  much  my  heart  has  to  ^  i 
fufier  in  thefe  lail  moments ;  independently  of  the  regret  which  I  expe^ 

rience  for  the  fate  of  my  companions,  you  know  what  facrifices  an  order  ! 

fo  prompt  obliged' me  to  make.  *  I: 

I  requed  you,  Sir,-  to  be  fo  kind  as  to  give  to  the  bearer,  a  faithfol 
man,  who  has  never  abandoned  me  (and  whom  the  lofTes  I  have  fuftam^ 
cd  incapacitate  me  from  rcwardiuf^)  the  fumof  five  hundred  louis,  to  be 
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niA  my  otlwr  femnts.— This  recjueft  will  ttet  appear 
rctAftfeverRlGoTcrtimeDt  (ecuirtiei  toa  greate?  antotf 
a  recemmeiid  to  you,  Sir,  the  two  pcrfoiit  about  who 
,  befopc  1  Idt  LonikiD. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
:.  Windhitm,  -  Youf  very  humble  fervant, 

eiaiyat  Wjif.  Cooht  CuAKXEa  d&  Som 

w  the  Houfe  would  conne£l  the  remarks  tiiete  n 
in  the  preceding  letter,  and  perceive  whit  genci 
was  to  bufincTs  of  a  private  nature.  This  letter  dil 
aradcriOics  of  a  brave  mind  ;  it  did  not  reproach 
rd)le  gcndeman  for  his  condu£i,  but  it  reminded  hi 
lt»  in  At  former  letter — That  he  was  difpatched  * 
in  expedition,  of  the  detlinalion  of  which  he  was 
le  was  ignorant  alfo  of  the  particulars  relative  to  t 
their  fubliAencc,  and  their  ammunition.  Here  vrs 
rhiffle-whaffling  Ruff  which  the  right  honourable  j 
xtendcd,  and  only  a  couple  of  lines  which  could  be 
ite  to  that  beautiful  and  accomplished  woman  to  < 
ons  had  been  pledged,  and  who  had  firKc  been  repc 
:red  in  her  mind.  He  coiKluded,  that  when  a  itu 
,  valour,  and  honour  was  ready  to  peri(fa  in  what  he 
a  juft  caulc,  it  was  a  Ifaamc  and  a  reproach  to  his 
Icrs,  to  abandon  him,  as  they  had  dune,  to  his  i 
ving  that  fhcfe  letters  contained  the  ftrongcft  proc 
ind  fcandalous  manner  in  which  the  expedition  to  tl 
c  had  been  coiHlui^ed,  he  moved,  "  That  copies  of 
n  by  Count  Charles  de  Sombrcuil,  to  the  Secretary 
d  upon  the  table." 

neral  SMITH  (cconded  the  motion. 
ic  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  he  bad  ih 
ations  made  before,  whjch  he  lek  underwood,  or  wa 
to  anfwer,  though  ha  did  not  imagine  it  very  diffic 
hem  in  a  way  Catisfafiory  to  the  Houfe,  and  which  « 
his  condu<5l.  He  would  (irft  recall  the  terms  of 
recollection  of  the  Houfe,  and  then  g^ve  his  reafei 
in  his  determination  to  oppofe  the  motion,  not  1 
nwiiliog  to  diCrufs  the  queftlon,  but  bpcaufc  the  pi 
Y  in  potleflion  of  the  letters.  Previom,  however,  t 
omment,  he  could  not  help  remarking,  that  ^s  ^ti 
u  forward  at  a  moment  when  the  Houfe  was  w: 
IS  expectation  for  bufincfs  of  move  inHTiediate  ir 
which  account  he  would  not  now  detain  them  by  cti 
detail.     In  the  firll  |dace,  then,  with  rdpc£l  to  ti 
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of  thcfe  letters,  he  infiftcd  that  the  letter  from  Portfmouth  did  not 
contain  one  word  with  regard  to  the  expedition,  or  to  the  pcrfon  at 
the  head  of  it;  nor  was  there  any  reflexion  or  animadverfion  on  the 
Gonduia  of  Adminiftration  :  and  the  only  motive  that  Count  Som-, 
brcuil  could  have,  in  his  laft  letter,  for  referring  him  to  the  cxprct 
fions  in  the  former  were,  he  imagined,  diat,  harraflfed  and  con- 
founded as  he  was,  in  his  laft  fatal  moments,  he  referred  him  rar 
ther  to  what  was  pafling  in  his  mind,  than  to  what  he  had  aftually 
committed  to  paper.     Such  was  his  impreffibn  when  he  gave  a  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  letters  to  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  was  his  imprefiion 
iK)w.     The  reference,  however,  was  fo  obfcure  and  vague,  that 
there  was  no  knowing  what  he  meant,  nor  did  he,  perhaps,  know 
cxaaiy  what  he  meant  himfclf.     The  letter  certainly  had  a  .  re* 
fcrcnce  to  fomc  painful  circumftances  interefting  to  his  private  feel-         { 
ings,  with  rcfped  to  the  uncertain  fituation  in  which  he  was  going, 
and  the  limits  of  his  commands. .    To  this  letter,  however,  no- 
body  would  attach  farther  importance.     There  vrere  one  or  two 
gbfcrvations  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  upon  which,  although 
hurried  by  the  impatience  of  the  Houfe,  he  begged  leave  to  com-         | 
incnt-     He  was  charged  with  cruelty  in  fending  this  gallant  officer 
away  upon  (hort  notice.     Now,  how  did  that  prima  facie  apply  ?— 
There  furcly  could  not  be  much  complaint  upon  his  being  fent 
away  on  a  fpecific  appointment.     He  came  from  Yarmouth  to 
London,  when  the  troops  under  his  command  were  ready  to  fail, 
and  he  might  fay,  that  even  then  Count  Sombreuil  was  not  fent 
out,  for  he  had  prcffcd  him  to  defer  his  departure.     There  was 
fcarccly  any  thing  elfe  worth  anfwering  ;  )  et,  notwithftanding,  he 
would  inform  the  Houfe,  that  Count  Sombreuil,  immediately  after 
his  arrival  in  London,  waited  upon  him  with  inquiries  about  his  • 
troops,  when  he  was  told  they  were  under  orders  to  fail.    He  then, 
ifor  the  firft  time,  opened  to  him  his  intenrions  of  marriage,  when 
he  advifed  him,  not  as  a  public  man,  but  one  who  participated  in 
his  feelings,  to  defer  his  departure,  partly  hoping  that  the  expedi- 
tion, as  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  fuch  cntcrpriies,   might  be  dc-      \ 
layed ;  partly  from  his  fenfe  of  the  charadter  of  Count  Sombreuil,      r 
which  he  knew  was  too  Wgh  to  fuffer  any  imputation ;  and  partly      I 
from  a  conviflion,  that  if  he  (hould  be  too  late  for  that  expcdi-     ^ 
,tion,  he  would  not  be  abfent  from  any  other  for  which  ;he  might  be     ^ 
wanted.     But,  on  being  preffed  for  the  diftinft  truth,   he  was 
obUgcd  to  confcfs  that  the  troops  were  really  under  failing  .orders, 
.  though  he  promifed  to  make  farther  inquiry  ;  and  he  believed  he 
afterwards  wrote  a  note,  repeating  the  arguments  he  had  before    i 
-  ufed.     He  hoped  no. man  would  impute  difing^nuity  and  want  of   t 
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dour  to  him,  though  he  was  apprehenfive,  from  die  b 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  that  they  were  inclined  to 
The  SPEAKER  called  him  to  order,  by  obferving  thj 

proper  to  impute  fuch  motives  to  any  bcMioarablc  m 
t  houfe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  continued.  Anger 
ege,  he  faid  ;  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  allowed  it,  as  he  I 
ife  for  that  fcnfai'ion.  He  told  the  Count,  in  his  note,  t 
s  known  to  he  ever  ready  for  fervicc,  an  adtion,  more 
lid  make  no  difference, — when  the  Count  ufed  a  partit 
lllon,  which  he  had  repeated  in -his  letter  from  Po/tfmoii 
would  go  upon  the  flighteft  fipial ;  and  he  accordingly  fci 
bt.  He  Hated,  that  there  was  no  criminality  in  Go^ 
ding  out  the  Count  without  ditllEiiSt  explanations  as  toth 

his  command.  The  truth  was,  that  he  was  n^t  fen 
:  command,  and  it  was  fufEcttnt  for  him,  when  he  arri 
:  troops,  to  know  under  whofe  orders  he  was  to  afl.  t 
;  confcnt  to  tlie  production  of  the  letter  in  any  other  wa; 
:  (hapc  in  which  it  is  now  before  the  public,  although 
are  that  an  injurious  infinuation- would  lay  againft  him 
wcvcr,  he  difr^rded  every  perfonal  confi deration,  a 
he  could  get  no  other  pcrfon  to  join  him,  he  would  g\ 
ition  as  repugnant  to  the  public  fcrvice.  If  the  letter 
iduccd  before  ttie  public,  there  it  was ;  and  he  dcfircd  tt 
look  at  it,  and  examine  it,  and  then  dctcrrninc  vhcthct 
I  the  accufation  brought  againft  him.  Of  this  at  leal 
urcd,  that  the  gcntleinen  on  the  other  fide  either  knew, 
"cd,  that  he  had  loft  the  letter,  when  they  originally  m 
produflion,  clfe  they  would  not  have  called  for  it. 
General  SMITH  remarked,  that  if  the  Houfe  or  narioi 
r  farther  tcftimony  of  the  gallant  conduft  of  the  Count 
uil,  they  had  only  to  remember  what  the  right  honoun 
man  had  juft  fppken  of  him  ;  that  inftantly  after  he  ha 
this  country,  he  renounced  his  dcareft  connexions,  to  1 
ivity  in  what  he  deemed  cftential  to  his  honour.  He 
:  to  repeat  all  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ( 
:ry  man  muft  fee  that  his  arguments  did  not  corrcTpo 

fubjcdl.  He  thonght  fo,'  at  Icall,  and  he  would  u 
prove  it.  The  letter,  in  his  opinion,  concerned  the  pi 
e,  and  nothing  but  the  public  fervice,  except  fo  far  aa  ii 
;  charafler  of  Sombreuil.  He  kept  in  mind  the  lett 
in  Borlafe  Warren,  together  with  the  various  difafters  ii 
iittfyn;  and  he  conceived  that  the  Count  de  Sombirea' 
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anxious  for  hts  charader,  hoped  the  honourable  gentleinan  would 
publiih  what  in  his  opinion  contained  all  that  could  juflify  his  con*  | 

duft.     This  was  the  laft  fol^mn  rcqucft  of  a  dying  man,  who  had  • 

never  forgotten  his  duty,  and  was  likely  to  review  his  unfortunate  * 

fituadon  with  acircumfpefl  and  fcrutintzing  eye.      It  was  to  be  re- 
membered that  he  had  embarked  without  any  information  on  the  * 
fubjcA  of  the  expedition  ;  that  he  was  neither  furntflied  with  or- 
ders nor  inftruflions  ;  that  he  was  confidered  as  a  junior  officer,  ; 
and  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  command.     Now  when  he               ♦ 
rccolleftcd  that  the  comiiKind  was  given  to  Puifaye,  a  man  whom 
many  officers  thought  it  a  ciifgrace  to  ferve  under, — a  man  who               T 
was  unworthy  of  the  charge  entruftcd  to  his  care,  and  who  had               i 
never  attained  a  higher  rank  than  that  of  Major, — he  had  pretty               * 
ftrong  feafons  to  believe,  that  if  the  Count  de  SombreuU  had  known 
the  command  was  to  be  given  to  fuch  a  man,  he  would  never  have 
gone.     It  was  obvious  that  Puifaye  knew  nothing  of  his  profeflion,                : 
and  therefore  it  was  natural  that  the  laft  wi(h  6f  a  dying,  gallant 
foldier,  like  Sombreuil,  who  had  glorioufly  run  his  career  of  \\{9, 
fhould  be  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  having  any  refponflble  (bare  in 
fuch  a  fhameful  expedition.     Hence  he  thought  the  letter  «ras  a 
public  document,  and  nothing  but  a  public  document,  and  on  that 
ground  he  ftood  to  fupport  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  muft  cdnfefs,  that  of  all  theinftances  he  had 
ever  experienced  (and  he  had  experienced  a  great  many  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen  in  that  houfe)  where  men  have  changed  their 
political  principles  and  forgotten  all  their  former  declaradons,  he  ^ 
was  never  more  furprized  than  he  had  been  at  the  prefent  language  "' 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  language  he  had  ufed 
upon  a  former  day.  That  he  (hould  have  received  fuch  a  letter, 
and  not  have  produced  it  when  called  upon,  or  even  without,  being 
called  upon  to  do  fo,  was  as  extraordinary  and  as  exceptionable  an  in* 
cident  as  he  had  ever  met  with.  His  objeSion,  however,  was,  that  he 
afled  under  a  fuppoGtion  it  was  lolt  If  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  did  zA  under  that  fuppofition,  it  was  wholly  unknown  to  him ; 
for,  rill  a  few  weeks  (ince,  he  never  heard  the  report.  But  grant  he 
had,  was  it  right  for  him,  confiftently  with  his  parliamentary  duty, 
to  liften  to  every  report  he  heard,  and  aA  upon  them  fpedfically  i 
If  that  were  the  cafe,  there  would  be  no  need  of  juftification,  fince, 
whenever  Minlfters  were  called  upon  to  produce  ai^  paper  to  j 

which  they  might  objeft,  they  would  only  have  to  ftate,  that  fuch  J 

an  tmfortunatc  circumftance  as  this  had  happened,  and  all  would  be 
as  they  could  wi(h.     Happily,  however,  the  letter  had  been  found,  K 

happily  fo  at  leaft  in  memory  of  Sombreuil ;  for  If  it  had  not,  the  ^ 


» 


,rliame;|^tary  { 

would  hsve  Itnown  nortiiiig  of  i 
could  ttiey,  have  jodgcd  from  th 

heavy  accufacion  dkJ  not  lie  agx 
ren  fu  dcfirous  to  exculpatr  himf 
I  in  the  fcandalnus  conduftof  t) 

was  an)'  one  thing  viiich  that 
i  to  defecate,  it  was  the  idea  ol 
n.  It  was  true  indeed  that  no  I 
buf,  fiir  hifi  own  part,  he  hw 
nl  officers  wcTC  i^n  principal  ac 
:hotJgh  he  had  no  rdentmcirt  af 
I  fer  tiiem,  Gnce  they  onl^r  add 
rs,  fur  the  raHmcfs  and  folly  wm 
tieir  dcfperatc  circumftancc*,  wh 
T  and  underttandjiigs  of  Britil 
man  irouid  be  of  that  o[Hnion. 
>und  jII  gone,  and  bad  no  fanl 
that  his  reputation  ihould  furvi 
>  that  letter  as  a  public  dncumcn 
iTian  was  bound  eopubliflk  Ifh 
he  chatader,  upon  the  principle  o 

at  kid  (lught  to  have  done  hit 

from  having  any  concern  in  thi 

know  «ho  had  the  command,  « 
or  the  place  of  dcflination.  1 
l))s  that  required  to  be  cxpbinc* 

called  fur  pi^lication.  If  tl 
I  was  there  for  having  miflaid  : 
■le  held  never  heard  at  what  pcrit 
ic  moment  it  wai  mifiing,  fo  hi 
ing  rcqucrt  of  Sombreuil,  that  ( 

hir  its  being  nuflaid,  ftiould  hn 
iccompanicd  with  a  recapitiilliio 
:ould  be  colteaed.  Whether  th4 
I  the  remembrance  of  it,  he  o 
elhiitg  like  that  excufe  was  urgci 
k,  he  thought  it  very  lingular  t 
tally  cfcapc  fuch  a  retentive  im 
man  had  been  known  to  poflcfs, : 
and  fudden  defeat  to  nothing  bi 
whofc  weakiteis  that  way  was  f 
,  that  he  Siould  not  havQ  loft ; 
of  thcfe  {npsrs  to  ilic  Honfc  ;  I 
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fccm  he  mktd  iin  daily  cicpefiatson  of  a  oiotion  concenung  tfaon 
frum  the  oppofke  fide,  fo  he  i^ould  infinuate  he  kjxew  tbe^  vrerc  loft; 
but  becauTe  they  knew  not  they  were  founds  he  delayed  to  4o  Im 
duty.  And  thus  k  appeared  alio*  chat  if  they  had  not  bieeo  v/ro^g, 
he  wotild  fiot  have  been  tight,  for  he  delayed  jufiifying  Count  &m^ 
breuil  tintii  he  could  (ind  fomething  in  their  oondud  to  blai^. 
What  f}'lhm  of  honour  or  principle  could  juftify  thi6  finode  .of  pr«#,> 
ceodifig,  he  did  not  know  ;  for  k  required  a  moSt  ciitraordina<y 
mind  to  determine.  Whether  his  honourable  fjiend  (Ocoefal 
Tarleion)  had  heard  of  thefe  letters  being  loft,  when  he  firft  inen^ 
tioned  them,  he  did  not  know,  but  he  bellevsed  not.  Adgniffif)^, 
however,  that  he  had^  what  was  to  be  his  condufii  Was.he»  bo* 
caufe  he  had  heard  it  vaguely  reporte<i  dtat  thefe  or  wiy  othor  fttf 
pers  wrre  kniflaid,  not  to  make  the  public  buHnefs,  in  which  aher 
were  involved,  an  objed  of  inquiry  ?  Was  tfaece  any  ioteKoouifp 
between  them  and  the  honourable  gendemen  on  the  oefaer  Gdc,  m 
any  ibit  of  encouragement  from  thofe  gendemen,  to  indined)efiift> 
fuch  a  proceeding  i  For  hiis  own  part,  as  he  laid  befiwe,  he  had 
heard  it  kxifely  ftatod  that  thefe  lettek^  were  loft,  but  tfaesf)  bs  heavdl 
it  not  till  the  period  fobicquent  to  their  being  founds  The  kttnv 
however,  ought  not  to  have  been  miflaid,  for  it  was  a  letter  of  oxsil 
fcrious  coftfequenoe,  implicating  the  honour  of  SoinbreuAl ;  Trnd  the 
publication  of  it  depended  not  upon  what  they  eonfidcrcd  it$  bn* 
portanee  to  be,  but  <ipon  tiie  <lcpce(s  veqnefk  and  dyijog  wiCbcs  <;f 
Sombreuil.  To  withhold  the  letter,  was  taking  a  liberty  .with  etcher 
men!s  opinions,  which  he  fhould  be  loath  toxlo,  whether  riicy  y^crz  ' 
living  or  dead ;  and  Aill  more  with  fuch  a  man,  and  in  facb  a  iHua-  ,  r 
tion,  as  Sombreuil ;  and  upon  that  account  he  gave  his  vote  iur  iiJt  *  \ 

motion.  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  riie  to  prolong  the  debsite,  he*  J 

eaufe  he  did  not  think  it  a  proper  time  to  difcuCs  the  Quiberon  ck* 
pcdltion.  The  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  as  i^iitxip 
had  adopted  ftrong  phrafes  to  reprobate  that  expedition  ;  notv^  i'jr.<* 
ftahding  which  he  would  take  his  fliare  for  the  full  -  rd[p(j»(Hn}s'ri 
and  whenever  that  fubjc<ft  came  to  be  dtfcuiTed,  althou^  it  M'^uUi 
be  impoflible-for  him  to  enfter  into  fomc  particulars,  yetonthe/*  :*:«/ 
fang  examination,  he  triiftcd  he  ihoM  be  capable  of  giving  tUci# 
a  diftinft  and  iledfivc  anfwcr-  The  qucftion  now  40  be  coafuV^iiiil 
was.  Whether  there  were  grounds  for  the  produdioiPi  of  thp  lotKr^ 
In  fupport  of  the  affirmative,  it  was  alleged,  that  until  it  ivi)rs  j-^^i*. 
duced,  Sombreuil  ky  under  a  heavy  imputation.  He  j>ioteRc\t  in 
the  contrary.  Nothing  appears  pfjfitivcly  to.  flicw  tliat  lie  h^^i  ^^ 
(hare  in  phoning  the  Quiberon  cvpe'Jiiion ;  and,  fccundly,  k  0.25. 
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ident  that  he  haH  no  flare  in  theinodeof  cinyingit  im 
lich  was  proved  by  the  perfe^  arrangement  of  the  pb 
ived  in  this  country.  That  was  not  all ;  for  if  his 
pended  on  the  publication  of  this  letter,  was  not  the  1< 
public  as  if  it  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfc  of 
;  fufpeded  that  the  motion  was  merely  made  to  gaii 
iTcquent  motion  that  ought  to  be  canvalTed  on  gene 
;  begged  leave  to  comment  on  one  obfervation  of  the 
ntlcman,  which  was,  that  the  annunciation  of  the  i 
the  letter  had  been  put  oiFto  entrap  them.  And  p 
:ded  on  the  light  they  bad  to  call  fur  it,  which  right  tl 
d,fi>rnow  they  had  called  for  it.  Now  if  they  blamed 
arable  friend  for  not  producing  it  fooner,  why  ^id  the 
lay  the  motion,  when  ihey  were  in  polTefiion  of  all  tl 
hty  waited  for  a  general  motion  on  the  expedition,  in 
■  to  this  letter,  by  way  of  gaining  firongcr  fuppgrt  to 
im  the  fympathy  excited  by  the  fate  of  this  gallant  ( 
:cd  pardon  for  treTpaffing  on  the  patience  of  the  Houi 
the  lame  time  ail  refpo^  and  regret  for  Sombreuil's  i 
sfbrtunes,  of  which  no  man  could  be  more  warmly  f 
nfclf. 

Mr.  FOX  explained.  He  faid  the  ptodudlion  of  tl 
t  more  nccellary  in  the  Houfe  to  exculpate  Sombre 
:ulpate  the  pcrfons  who  advifed  and  conducted  the  ci. 
lition  wherein  he  lofV  his  life. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day- 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  declined  taking  the  advantage 
)tion  gave  him  offpeaking  again  at  length.  From  i 
inner  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.Windha 
t  claimed  the  privil^e  of  an  angry  man,  he  fhuuld  ha 
:  right  honourable  gentleman  fuppofcd  that  high  wor 

proof  and  argument.  He  wilhcd  him,  when  he  was  r 
d  the  letters  over  again,  as  he  miglit  perceive  his  | 
i&ion  to  be  erroneous.  He  concurred  with  his  bonot 
encral  Smith)  in  the  idea,  tliat  if  Sombrcuil  had 
ifaye  was  to  command  the  expcdiiton,  it  was  poflib 
:  have  left  Engbnd.  The  calamity  that  attended 
n  he  attributed  folely  to  the  diyilion  of  counfels;  for 
ifaye,  fecured  his  retreat,  while  the  other  brave  cot 

voyage  were  left  vidims  to  his  treachery.  ' 
The  motion  for  the  order  of  die  day  v.as  put,  and  c 
;  a  divifiun. 
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The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  • 

Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair.  t 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  aware,  he  faid,  of  the  extent  of  ^ 

the  public  burdens,  aggravated  as  they  were  by  a  temporal}'  fcarcity  J 

of  money,  under  the  very  arduous  nature  of  the  growing  expcndi-  | 

tare  of  the  war,  and  under  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  having  fo 
recently  received  from  the  country  a  moll  cxtenfivc,  and  as  he  be-  i 

lieved  at  the  tinfie,  an  ample  fupply  of  money  for  the  fervicc  of.  f 

the  year,  he  was  aware  that  at  the  prcfent  moment  an  examination 
of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  our  finances,  induftrioufly  depreciated  { 

as  they  had  been,  an4  perhaps  fuccefsfully  depreciated  in  the  eyes 
of  the  enemies  of  the  country,  was  a  fubjeft  of  the  greatcft  mag-  i 

nitude,  and  which  demanded  all  the  attention  which  the  Committee  ; 

and  the  nation  could  bcftow  upon  it.     When  he  confidcred  that  on  ' 
the  examination  of  this  great  and  delicate  fubjedt,  the  cflential  in- 
tcrefts  of  the  country  depended — nay,  that  its  final  dcftiny  might  ' 

depend  upon  the  refult,  it  was  impoffible  to  approach  fo  awful,  and 
fo  momentous  a  difcuflTion,  without  feelings  that  he  truftcd  would 
entitle  him  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  and  he  trufted  that    - 
if  he  (liould  trdpafs  on  their  time,  they  would  afcribc  it  to  the  pow- 
erful intcreft  which  the  objedl  produced  upon  his  mind,  and  to  the 
dcfire  which  he  felt  of  giving  every  poffiblc  light  and  information 
upon  it.     After  deliberately  revolving  in  his  mind  the  whole  fubjedk 
of  the  ftate  of  the  revenue  of  this  country,  coupled  with  its  com- 
mercial rcfources,  it  was  with  plcafure  that  he  faid  that  he  did  ap- 
proach the  difcuffion,  with  a  fincere  and  rooted  confidence  that  he  ^ 
ihould  be  able,  by  a  difplay  of  incontrovertible  fafls,  to  give  to  the               f 
Committee  fuch  juft  and  folid  grounds  of  fat!sfa(3ion,  as  fhould  in- 
fpire  the  hopes,  and  animate  the  exertions  of  all  the  friends  of  thid 
country,  as  well  as  difappoint  the  proud  and  prefumptuous  cxpefta-               t 
tions  of  the  enemy.     The  fubjeft  of  the  difcuffion,    which  he 
(hould  endeavour  to  comprefs  within  as  narrow  limits  as  pofliblcj 
would  comprehend  three  diftindl  heads. 

I  ft.  The  fubftitution  of  fuch  new  Ways  and  Means  as  might  be 
jhought  advifablc  by  the  Committee,  and  as  he  fhould  fu^eft  in 
lieu  of  thofe  propofed  before  Chriftmas,  but  which,  upon  reprcfcri* 
tations  that  had  been  made,  he  had  agreed  to  relinquifti. 

2d,  The  ftatement  of  fuch  fervices  as  had  not  been  fofcfccn, 
in  providing  for  the  fervices  of  the  year,  and  in  propofing  to  the 
Committee  the  means  of  meeting  thofe  fervices. 

3d,  The  meafure  that  he  thought  it  would  be  advifcablc  for  the 
Committee  to  adopt,  in  order  to  remove  the  diftrefs  occafioned  by 
the  temporary  demand  for  money,  and  in  order  to  give  facility  to' 
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comnercial  aedit.     Thefe  were  die  ptnnti  to  which  hi 

to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  and  fiotn  the  difcuflux 

he  wa^  afTuTcd  that  they  would  derive  the  full  and  peWe 

tion,  which  he  felt  in  his  own  bafom,  not  merely  with 

the  general  fufficiency  of  the  country,  but  alfo  with  re 

growing  and  unprecedented  pn^perity.     Of  the  firft,  *a  fu 

the  tax  which  it  was  E^rccd  to  relinquifh.      In  die  A 

Ways  and  Means  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1796, 

amounted  to  about  i,22o,3ool.  of  thisfum  135,0001. 

by  an  additional  duty  on  printed  calicoes ;  it  was  propofc 

qi]i(h  this  tax,  and  he  had  therefore  to  find  Ways  and 

this  amount.     Indoingthis  he  Oiouldnot  have  occafior 

any  new  tax.     In  the  difcuOicn  which  had  taken  place 

upon  dogs  that  had  been  brought  forward  by  an  honours 

man,  he  had  fuggefted  a  difference  from  the  original  plan 

a  part  of  the  tax  was  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  n 

the  Rate ;  if  Parliament  fhould  agree  with  him  in  thinki 

was  a  pmper  and  a  wile  mcaTure,  it  was  his  intention 

the  public  part  of  the  tax  at  100,000!.  a  year..    The 

fum  might  be  raifed  by  a  r^ulation  of  a  duty  which  t 

for  fomc  time,  and  which  would  hardly  be  objected  to  1 

of  feverity,  he  meant  the  tax  upon  hats,  which  had  o 

been  fo  grofsly  evaded  as  to  require  the  interference  of 

ture  to  correal  the  abufe ;  the  lair  tradefman,  who  in 

with  the  provifiont  c^  the  Hatute,  charged  it  upcm  h. 

had  the  mortificatton  of  feeing  his  rival  tradefman  can 

trade  by  felling  under  him  and  defrauding  the  revenue. 

diing  had  been  produced  by  the  tax  for  fome  time  pafl ;  r 

had  been  fuggciVcd  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  make  i 

to  the  amount  which  he  wanted ;  the  method  was, 

toofc  fiamp  to  be  put  into  the  hat,  that  the  lining  itfc 

lumped.     An  cafy  and  pradicable  mode  of  procuring 

iiigs  would  be  provided,  and  a  proper  time  for  difculTi 

of  the  fobjcit  would  be  In  the  Committee  upon  the  b 

the  tax  was  firO  prupofed,   it  was  taken  at  ioo,oool. 

year  it  had  produced  130,0001.  It  had  however  fo  fa 

laft  year  it  had  rtot  produced  more  than  6oooI.-^By  t 

guidon  he  had  no  doubt  but  diat  it  would  be  refbred  ii 

grce  to  its  efficiency,  but  he  only  propofed  to  take  it : 

thefe  two  means  together,  however,  would  be  an  am] 

for  the  tax  upon  calicoes,  which  was  abandoned,  and! 

trouble  the  Committee  with  any  farther  llatement  upc 

The  next  part  of  the  fubjeA  was  of  much  greater  extent 
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require  a  much  larger  dirculSon.  He  had  to  fubtmt  and  apt 
to  the  Committee  fuch  increafed  charges  as  had  arifen,  or  w 
Ufcety  to  arifc,  and  for  which  he  had  to  provide,  as  not  being 
eluded  in  the  laft  ftatemcnt  which  he  had  made  before  Chrilhn 
He  fhould,  therefore,  firft  ftate  the  amount  of  the  fervicea,  s 
the  mode  of  defraying  them  ;  which  was  alfo  in  fomc  degree  ct 
nested  with  the  meafure  which  he  meant  to  propofe  in  the  exigei 
of  the  prdent  enlaced  demand  of  accommodation  in  the  commert 
worid  ;  that  mcafarc  was  to  take  out  of  the  market  a  great  port 
of  the  paper  conftituting  the  unfunded  debt,  and  by  that  means 
licving  the  Bank  from  the  advances  which  they  had  made,  fo  as 
enable  diem  to  allot  a  larger  fum  of  money  to  commercial  difcoum 
this  operation  would  neceflarily  demand  fome  increafe  of  the  put 
burdens,  as  they  would  have  to  provide  for  the  difference  betw( 
tfic  fmall  intereft  which  this  floating  debt  now  bore,  and  the  Wgl 
intercft  which  it  would  bear  on  being  funded :  he  would  more  p 
ticularly  explain  this  in  the  proper  place. 
And,   firft  of  the  fervices,  there  had  been  incurred 

fince  the  3 1  ft  of  December  laft,  and  not  provided  j^. 

for  under  the  head  of  army  cxtraordinarics  -  535>o 

Of  ordnance         -  -  -         .  300,0 

The  additional  fum  required  for  barracks  he  cfti- 

mated  at  -  -  -  ,"67,0 

The  fum  for  fecret  fervice,  above  the  fum  included 

In  the  taft  eftimate,  and  above  the  fum  of  25>oool. 

allowed  in  time  of  peace,  he  took  at  -  100,0 

And  the  fum  which  in  the  laft  flatemcnt  of  the  Ways 

and  Means  were  Oiort  of  the  Supply  -  l77iO 


Thefc fervices  madch^hcr.  -  -  i,?79,o 

To  which  he  (hould  add  a  fum  which  he  felt  would 
be  neceffary  to  make  gopd  the  farther  ariny  extra- 
ordinaries  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1796  .  i,22t,o 


Making,  in  aH  of  new  fervices  above  the  ftatement 
opened  in  the  month  of  December  laft  for  the  fcr- 
viceof  the  current  year,  the  fum  of  -  2,500,0 


But  there  was  another  fum  which  muft  alfo  be  provided,  and  t 
was  the  fum  requifits  for  die  increafed  navy  debt,  which  in  ev 
view  of  the  ftatc  of  the  country,  it  was  likely  to  apprehend  woulc 
incurred  before  the  end  of  December,  1 796  ;  this  he  woutd  m 
on  a  probable  conjcdhire,  from  the  amount  of  the  furplus  and 
3L  2 
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pence  of  I795>    from  the  oitcumdance  of.the  unforefeen  delays 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Weft- India  expedition.     The  ex- 
p^nce^  pf   1795   had   exceeded  his  expectation  in   the  fum  of 
jy5oo,oool.  the  fame  caufes  that  had  produced  this  increafe,  bjr 
Jiaving  the  tranfports  fo  much  longer  in  pay,    the  provifions  and 
ftorcs  of  every  kind  to  renew,  would  ajfo  beget  ^n'  increafed  ex- 
pence  under  this  head  of  fervice  for  the  year  1796,  to  probably 
the  fyme  amount  of  1,500,000!.  the  fum  which  he  had  taken  in 
his  firft  eftimate,  was  2,500,000!.  fo  that  he  had  now'to  reckon 
that  the  navy  debt  of  1796,  would  be  4,000,000!.  towards  this 
fum,  however,  he  was  provided  incafti  to  the  amount  of  1,200, cool, 
and  he  fliould  alfo  have  refourccs  to  the  amount  of  8oo,oool.  more 
for  this  fervice  ;  tliat,  however,  which  now  was  wanted,  would  be  a 
provifion  for  the  difference  of  intereft  between  the  (ujn  which  had 
been  included  in  his  former  ftatemcnt,  and  th^  fum  now  thought 
requifite ;  he  explained  that  the  amount  of  this  intereft  would  be 
on  1,640,000!.  making  the  fum  of  98,400! ;  he  entered  into  the 
detail  of  this  explanation,  (hewing  the  periods  at  which  provifion 
for  the  navy  debt  had  been  made,  the  amount  of  it  before  the  war, 
and  its  progrefs  during  the  feveral  years  of  the  war;  and  he  laid 
that  his  propofition  was  to  fund  5,000,000!.  of  the  outftandii^ 
navy  debt ;  or  rather  indeed  4,500,000!.  for  as  the  Bank  held 
jjpp,oool.  he  (hould  in  the  fum  to  be  borrowed  include  that  fum, 
to  take  out  of  their  hands  their  navy  debt  to  that  amount.     Another 
fervice  was  particularly  that  which  would  relieve  commerce  from 
its  prefent  embarraffments,  and  re-cftabli(h  credit  ii)  the  country, 
it  was  by  taking  out  of  the  market  as  out  of  the  Bank,  Exchequer 
bills  to  the  amount  of  3,500,000!.  and  in  order  to  do  this  fo  as  to 
give  the  facility  with  promptitude,  he  propfofed  to  borrow  a  fum  of 
money  to  buy  up  thefe  bills  and  to  fund  them;  this  would  occafion 
an  adijitional  burden  on  the  country  to  the  amount  of  the  difference 
between  the  fum  which  theft  Exchequer  bills  bore  in  their  unfunded 
ftate,  and  the  fum  which  the  nation  would  have  to  pay  for  the  an- 
nuity when  funded.     Another  fum  which  he  alfo  propofed  to  bor- 
row, was  that  of  i,ooo,oooL  in  order  to  repay  the  Pank  a  fu(n 
which  they  had  advanced  on  the  credit  of  the  confolidated  fund,  on 
the  fupply  of  the  year  1795,  at  which  time  the  Committee  would 
recoUedl,  that  in  order  to  l?alance  the  Ways  and  Means  againft  the 
Sypply,  he  ought  to  have  made  his  loan  for  19,000,000!.  kiftead 
of  18,000, oool.  he  had  provided  taxes  forthe  19,000,000,  but 
it  was  thought  advifeablc  that  the  Bank  (hould  iffue  their  bills  to  the 
amount  of   i,coo,oool.  to  be  rcimburfed  to  them  as  the  confoli- 
dating  fund  fliould  bring  In  the  money ;  he  now  thought,  however, 
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that  in  the  pre&nt  emergency,  it  would  be  more  advifeable  to  repay 
this  fum  immediately,  th^n  to  wait  for  the  gradual  difcharge  of  it 
by  the  confolidated  fund,    which  was  their  fccurity.     It  would 
enable  them  to  give  fo  much  more  relief  to  credit ;  but  the  Cont- 
mittce  would  fee  that,  though  he  took  this  fum  as  an  item  in  the 
loan,  to  be  borrowed,'  it  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  an  annual 
chai]ge  upon  the  country.     In  ord^  to  give  to  the  Committee  a 
perfod  view  of  the  prcfent  date  of  the  public  finances,  and  of  all 
the  expences  that  he  could  forefee,  he  ought  to  mention  that  there 
was  one  more  contingent  fervice  that  might  occur  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  year,  the  probable  allowance  of  1,000,000].  for  boun- 
ties on  com,  to  be  imported  according  to  the  a£t  which  had  pafTed 
at  the  beginning  of  this  feflion.     At  the  time  that  this  provifion 
was  made,   it  was  hoped  that  we  (hould  be   able  to  afcertain  the 
amount  of  the  fum  to  be  required ;  fortunately  we  had  been  relieved 
from  our  apprehenfions  fooner  than  was  expected  ;  and  there  was 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  fum  to  be  paid  had  been  greatly 
over-rated.:  it  was  not  now,  he  thought,  likely  that  more  than 
300,000  quarters  of  wheat  would  be  imported  in  the  courfe  of  the 
ptefent  year,  in  cenfequence  of  the  high  bounty  that  the  nation  was 
to  give  ;   and  he  had  the  plcafure  to  fay,   that  the  greatcft  part  of 
this  grain  would  come  to  us  from  the  recently  acquired  poiTefllons 
which  our  arms  had  gained  ;  and  which,  if  we  (hould  be  fo  happy 
as  permanently  to  retain,  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  would  create  a 
new  xra  in  the  commercial  e(labli(hments  and  profperity  of  this 
country.    Confidering  the  very  material  change  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  afpccSl  of  our  own  com  market,  and  the  certain^  of  a  fupply 
to  the  amount,  at  Icaft,  of  the  quantity  which  he  had  ftated^  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  would  be  relieved  from  all  apprehenfion  of  a 
fcarcity  ;  and  he  had  farther  die  cheering  and  comfortable  informa- 
tion to  give  to  the  Committee,  that  even  for  this  probable  bounty  of 
300,0001.  on  300,000  quarters  of  wheat,  he  had  a  fure  and  an 
ample  rcfource  without  any  farther  demand  upon  the  country ;  he 
had  the  happinefs  to  inform  them  that  fuch  was  the  profpcrous  ftate 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  that  even  in  the  very  firft 
year  of  their  new  acquifitions,  the  country  would  be  enabled  to  par- 
ticipate^o  the  amount  at  Icaft  of  this  fum  to  be  required  for  boun- 
ties.    He  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  might  now  look  annually  tQ 
the  Eaft-India  Company  for  the  500,0(^1.  which  had  been  fet 
down  as  the  eftimated  participation^  of  the  public  in  their  profits. 
To  what  farther  amount  the  new  acquilitions  in  the  Eaft  that  had 
been  made,   would  carry  thofe  profits,    it  was  hardly  poflible  for 
the  mind  of  man  to  conjedlure  in  the  prefent  moment.     The  public 
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mi^  with  oonfldehco  look  for  very  coniiderable  aids  from  this 
fKirce*     Thefe  were  all  the  heads  of  fervice  which  he  had  to  fub- 
wii  to  the  Comimttec^y  and  which  he  could  fbrcfee  lor  the  addidanal 
liipply  of  the  year.     From  thefe  feveral  heads  then  the  fum  to  be 
Mrmanently  chaiged  upon  the  country  was  as  fellows : 
ihe  intereft  on  the  fum  of  2,500,000!.  of  fcrviccs 
added  to  thofe  in  his  fonher  ftatement,  and  includ- 
ing always  the  addttipnal  1  per  cent,  towards  the  £. 
finkif^fund,  would  be             -                 -              150,000 
The  difi^nce  of  the  intereft  on  the  navy  debt  un- 
funded would  be                     -                    -                98,400 
iTbe  intereft  on  the  4^,ooo,oool.  of  navy  debt                  240,000 
The  di£Ecrences  of  the  intereft  on  the  fum   of 
3,500,0001.  of  Exchequer  bills  above  the  rate 
of  intereft  already  provided  for  them             -               87,500 


Makfflg  altogether  the  annual  fum  to  be  provided  for 

by  taxes  of  -  •  -  575>9^^ 

And  in  order  to  make  the  operation  immediate  for  the  benefit  of 

tfie  commercial  worid,  the  amount  of  the  money  to  be  raifed  by 

loan,  and  to  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  which  he  ha4  ftatcd, 

was  this : 

The  amount  of  the  extraordinary  fervicos  for  the  year 

1796,  was  -  -  2^500,000 

The  fum  of  Exchequer  bills  to  be  bought  from  the 

Bank,  or  from  the  market,  was  -  3f  500,000 

The  fum  of  navy  bills  to  be  bought  from  the  Bank 

was  -  -  -  500^000 

And  die  (imi  to  be  repaid  the  Bank,  for  the  advances 
they  had  made  in  Exchequer  bills,^  on  the  fecurity 
of  die  confolidated  fund,  was  -  1,000,000 


Makii^  together  a  fum  to  be  borrowed  by  a  hew 

loan  of  -  -  ,  -  7,500,000 

By  this  operation  he  meant  to  pay  off  the  fum  of  2,500,0001.  im- 
hnmediately  without  having  it  as  a  charge  on  the  former  budget. 
To  pay  3,500,0001.  of  Exchequer  bills  to  the  Bank,  inftead  of 
ifiliing  other  Exchequer  bills  in  theu*  room,  and  alfo  to  pay  them 
f  yOQOyOool.  which  othcrways  they  would  not  have  received  till 
*ft«r  the  month  of  July,  out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  confo- 
lidated  fund.  To  fund  4,500,000!.  of  navy  debt,  and  to  pay  to 
ttie  Bank  500,000!.  on  the  iame  account.    So  that  in  all,  die  ftim 
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«f  7  «5oo,o6oL  wa«  to  be  borrowed  to  aecomplifli  thcfe  oporatknip 
by  which,  coiuieded  with  additional  aid  to  the  publid  fervicej  ibe 
(hte  of  commercial  circulation' would  recdve  fiicb  advant^  nt 
would  remove  all  the  difficulties  which  had  lately  (ubfifled,  act 
perhaps  to  the  degree  which  had  been  induffarioufly  propagated  aa4 
even  exaggerated.     That,  however,  a  great  and  urgent  dUlrefs  hat 
been  fufiered  of  late  from  the  increafed  demand  for  money,  it  mm 
impofiible  to  deny,   and  the  difirefs  had  arifen  from  various  audi 
very  different  caufes ;    it  was  not  difficult,   however,  to  afcertaiii  ' 
the  nature  and  amount  of  thofe  caufes.     The  exigencies  of  the  wair 
were  undoubtedly  one  cflcndal  caufe  of  this  diflrefs,  the  fums  ne* 
cclTarily  to  be  remitted  t^the  continent  uncler  die  head  of  extraordir 
naries  o^  the  army,  of  fub(idies«  and  of  the  loan  to  our  ally  &e 
Emperor,  it  could  not  be  dqnied,  had  been  fuch  a  drain  of  oyr 
wealth  as  muft  be*fen(ibly  felt  on  the  circulating  medium  of  d^ 
country  \  and  though  the  fervices  of  our  ally  the  Empdtor  had  grea% 
overbalanced  the  temporary  difadvantage  of  this  drain,  yet  the  «k* 
iftence  of  the  fad  had  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  fcaroity  which 
had  been  felt.     Thefe,  however,  were  not  all  the  caufes  of  the  ixtt 
demand ;  there  were  others  which  every  gentleman  would  contem- 
plate with  fatisfadtion,  and  in  the  view  of  which  our  diftrefe  was 
connedled  with  the  pTofperity  of  the  country.     In  compariqg  iht 
extent  of  our  commerce  for  the  laft  year,  with  that  of  the  trade  of 
1792,  the  greeted  apd  moft  profperous  year  of  peace  that  was  evor 
known  in  the  Hiftory  of  England,  it  would  be  found  that  it  had 
greatly  cxcced)cd  it  in  every  way.     It  was  therefore  natural  thatifae 
great  extenfion  of  our  commerce,  the  advancement  of  every  fpecieS' 
of  manufadlure,  the  improvement  in  agriculture,  the  great  under- 
takings in  canals  and  other  eftaUiihments,  and  the  fpeculations  of 
every  kind  which  had  carried  our  commerce  to  fo  extraordinaiy  a 
height,  as  in  the  third  year  of  a  war,   to  exceed  the  highcft  yearrf 
peace,  would  demand  a  larger  affiftaoce  and  accommodation  of  cse- 
dit,  in  addition  to  oiur  capital,  than  at  any  former  time.     Tlufi 
caufe  of  an  increafed  demand,   though  it  may  have  had  the  afpfidi 
of  dKtrefs,  was  clearly  connefted  with  the  permanent  profperity  «f 
the  empire.    Though  the  drain  of  our  wealth  had  for  a  time  tuniol 
the  exchanges  of  Europe  againft  us,  yet,  already  had  the  natucsl 
Vigour  of  our  capital  and  commerce  reftored  to  us  the  advantage  cf 
the  exchange,  and  the  flood-gates  of  wealth  being  se-opened,  (pede 
would  flow  back  to  us  with  more  rapidity  than  it  had  gone  forttk. 
— Another  caufe  why  money  had  of  late  been  withdrawn  horn 
commerce,  although  it  had  not  been  withdrawn  from  the  kingdoav 
was  this :  From   the  quantity  of  unfunded  debt  floating  in  the 
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market,  Exchequer  bills  had  borne  a  difcounty  which  tempted  men, 
who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  lending  money  for  the  accommoda* 
don  of  trade,  to  lay  it  out  in  the  purchafe  of  thcfe  bills.    By  taking 
them  out  of  the  market,  it  was  probable  that  a  laigc  fum  of  roady 
iiy)ney  would  return  into  the  channels  in  wliich  it  had  formerly 
been  employed.     It  was  alfo  obvious  that  the  public  funds  of  the 
country,  (ince  they  had  found  their  level,  were  a  receptacle  kr  all 
the  furplus  wealth,  both  of  perfons  in  the  kingdom  and  out  of  it, 
who  were*not  in  the  habits  of  applying  it  to  the  ufe  of  commerce. 
But  by  taking  the  Navy  and  Exchequer' Bills,  which  were  rhe  6b- 
jeds  of  rpeculation,'out  of  the  market,  all  that  fum  of  floating  nKXiey 
in  the  metropolis,  which  ufed  to  be  fo  beneficially  employed  in 
commercial  aids,  would  be  redored  to  that  ufe  ;  while  all  that  part 
of  the  unfunded  debt  which  was  held  by  the  Bank,  and  which  made 
it  necefl&ry  for  them  to  dimini(h  their  difcounts  in  proportion  to 
die  amount,   would  be  fwept  away,  and  the  Bank  would  be  able 
thisreby  to  give  fo  much  greater  extent  to  their  difcounts.     He 
thought  it  necefTary  to  go  fo  much  at  large  into  this  part  of  ithe  fob* 
jt&,  on  account  of  the  exaggeration  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
impoverifhed  and  exhauded  (late  of  this  country,  and  of  our  utter 
incapacity  to  proceed  in  our  exertions  in  order  to  fegure  to  this  coun- 
try the  bleflfmgs  of  a  lafling  peace.     The  effeift  of  thcfe  exaggera- 
tions upon  thb  minds  of  the  enemy  had  been  recently  demonftrated 
in  a  way  which  made  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  prove  the  fallacy 
of  the  ftatements  which  had  been  made,  and  to  evince  to  all  the 
world,  that  ,fo  far  from  adual  diftrcfs,  or  even  temporary  difficulty, 
the  refources  of  this  country  were  in  fo  flourifhing  a  condition,  as  to 
be  the  fubje6l  of  pride  and  exultation  to  ourfelves, — of  intimidation 
and  defpair  to  our  enemies.     He  would  (hew,  from  the  facility 
with  which  we  (hould  meet  the  prcfent  demand,  that,  fo  far  from 
being  in  an  exhaufted  (late,  we  fhould  not  even  refer  to  any  expe- 
dients of  a  doubtful  nature  for  the  fum  wanted  at  this  time— that 
fum,  as  he  had  Aated,  was  575,0001.;  and,  though  he  might 
undoubtedly  take  credit  for  300,0001.  a  year  on  the  provifionof  an 
annual  lottery,  and  confine  himfelf  to  the  fuggedion  of  taxes  for 
the  remaining  275,0001.  yet,  upon  a  review  of  all  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  time,  he  thought  it  a  more  becoming  courfe  to  meet 
the  whole  of  the  difficulty,  and  to  fhew  to  Europe  that  we  can  en- 
counter this  addition  of  expence,  widK)ut  reforting  to  that  meafure 
which  he  had  mentioned  before  Chriftmas.     In  doing  this,  he  did 
not  fcruple  to  fay,  thdt  one  great  motive  ^vas,  to  demolish  die  hopes 
of  our  enemies,  and  to  fliew  them  uppn  what  mifcrable  grounds 
they  had  prcfumcd  to  doubt  of  the  folvency  of  England  !     At  the 
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fame  cbne,  he  muft  futf^  that  he  amfidered  an  annual '  lottery  is 
an  available  refource  to  the  country  after  the  prefcat  year.  But 
that,  as  well  as  othdr  fuiida  witlun  the  feach  of  the  nafioti^  he 
would,  for  the  prefent^  lay  aiide»  becdufe-  he  diou^  that  any 
mode  which  fliould  permanently  raife  the  annuity  that  wad  re- 
quired^ would  have  a  greater  effect  than  by  reforting  to  diis  expe- 
dient. 

llie  means  which  he  mtended  to  propofe  Would  not,  in  his 
mind,  be  fubjed  to  any  fcrious  cbjeAion  from  any  part  of  the 
countiy,  or  upon  any  pretext.  From  recent  experience  he  was 
perfuaded/  that  an  additional  duty  on  wine  would  be  an  ample 
proviflon  for  the  fum  which  he  propofed  to  raife,  and  that  it  WouHd 
bb  bom$  without  inconvenience  to  the  country;  The  confidera- 
tions  diat  ought  to  influence  tficm  on  the  ocealion  were,  whether 
an  additional  duty  might  not  be  a  temptation  to  fraud  and  abufe 
(which  was  a  matter  of  prudence)  or  whether  it  mi^t  not  tend 
to  leflen  the  confumption,  which  was  a  queftion  of  finance.  As 
to  die  iirft,  it  was  an  afcertained  point,  ttuit,  from  th^  eflEkacy  of 
the  regulations  fiitee  wine  had  been  put  under  the  furvey  of  the 
excife,  from  Ae  delicacy  of  the  afticte  itfelf,  which  never  would 
admit  of  much  adulteration,  as  well  as  from  the  di£^ulty,  there 
was  little  tb  be  apprehended  6n  the  (core  of  fraud  and  abufe.  As 
to  any  fears  of  a  leflened  confumption,  gentlemen  would  not  pay 
much  regard  to  the  objeAion ;  it  would  not  be  a  fubjeft  of  lamen- 
tation tt>  the  coontry  if  the  confumption  of  wine  Ihould  be  dim!- 
Hiihed  by  the  increafe  of  duty,  fince  the  peofde  mi^t  return  to 
fubftitutes  from  which  the  revenue  would  be  an  adequate  gainer^ 
and  that  conne<9ed  with  the  greater  iinprovement  of  die  country. 
He  confeflTed,  however,  that  in  his  mind,  the  addition  of  duty 
would  not  provoke  the  country  to  change  thdr  habits,  or  produce 
any  material  Ailing  off  in  the  ufe  of  the  article.  If  he  could  judge 
from  the  dBc&,  of  the  laft  duty,  there  would  be  no  fsdllng  off.  It 
was  only  in  the  year  1795  that  the  additional  duty  had  been  laid, 
and  from  the  operation  of  that  duty  it  was  poflible  for  them  to 
form  a  more  accurate  eftimate  than  they  had  been  able  to  do  in  the 
firil  inftance.  It  had  been  prdvcd,  that  in  the  courfe^f  the  iirft 
twelve  months  af^er  the  high  duty  had  been  laid,  above  thirty 
fhoufimd  tons  of  wine  had  been  imported ;  and  this  Wat^  not  all, 
for  die  returns  from  the  diftant  parts  of  the  country  had  not  been 

all  received :  and  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  the  duties  had  been 

...  •« 

paid  on  thcfe  thirty  thoufand  tons,  in  addition  to  the  fum  paid  upon 
19^  ifock  in  hand,  which  had  aUb  been  above  thirty  thoufand  tons. 
He  Wai  warranted,  therefore,  in  believing  that  the  annuail  impor« 
Vol.  XLV.  3M 
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tation  aifd  oonftmiition  would  be  thitty  thoti&nd  tons  a  year.  He 
did  not  think  that  it  would  be  right  to  nuke  the  additional  duty 
lefs  than  it  was  lail  year  ;  it  wouM  only  open  the  door  to  increafed 
demand  on  the  cofifumer  by  the  Wine  Merchant  and  the  Tavern 
Keeper,  if  he  were  to  make  the  duty  lefs  than  fix-pence  a  bottle. 
It  was  his  intention  to  propofe  therefore  a  duty  of  aol.  per  ton^ 
which  was  equal  to  (ix-pence  per  bottle,  with  the  ufual  teguladona, 
as  to  double  duty  on  French  wine  ;  and  ttiis  e(Umating  the  con- 
fumption  at  thirty  thoufand  tons  per  annum,  would  pnxluce  the 
fukn  of  6oo,oool.  The  fame  cpurfe  would  be  purfued  as  in  the 
lad  inftance,  with  refpeiS  to  the  ftock  on  hand,  fincc  it  was  very 
clear  that  the  advance  would  immediately  be  made,  by  the  dealer 
Jn  the  article,  on  the  public.  From  the  amount  of  the  (lode  in 
handi  dating  it  from  that  day,  the  fumto  be  expcdted  from  the  duty 
for  the  preient  year,  would  be  between  8  and  900,000!.  but  be 
ihould  not  make  any  dedu<Slbn  on  account  of  that  furplus,  but 
ihoBld  leave  it  to  cover  any  chaig^  that  might  arife  in  the  courfc 
of  the.prefcnt  year,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  foreiiec.  This 
one  tax,  therefore,  would  be  fufEcient  to  defray  the  annuity  re- 
quired, to  anfwer/the  fervioes  which  he  had  explained. 

The  next  point  to  be  fubmitted  10  the  Committee  was  the  terms 
on  which  he  had  been  able  to  make  a  Loan  of  7,500,0001. 

The  terms  as  fettled  widi  the  gentlemen  who  had  contraded  for 
the  whole,  fubjedl  to  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  were 
1 20I.  of  3  per  cent^.'  Qonfols,  taken  out  of  the  mar-- 

ket  price  of  the  day y  67,  which  are     ...       80     8     o 
aifl.  of  3  per  cents,  reduced  alfo  at  the  market  price, 

which  was  66         .-•-...  16   10     o 

5s.  6d.  Long  Annuity,  at  x8$  year's  purchafe,  alio 

the  price  of  the  day         ......         510 


i^M^ 


Being  in  all         ........      ^  loi    19     9 

To  which,  however^  might  be  added  the  difcount ; 
and  as  the  payments  were  to  be  made  more  rapidly 
than  in  general,  the  difcpunt  was  reckoned  on  the  * 
whole  year  at  2l.  14s.  per  annum;  which,  as 
they  were  to  be  all  made  up  within  fix  months, 
was  to  be  efiimated  at         .....  170 

;f  103     6     9 

So  that  without  giving  up  the  option  which  had  1)een  ftipulatad 

for,  on  the  formal  baigain  of  making  a  Loan  for  the  Emperor  |a 

the  amount  of  s^ooojQooL  the  prefcnt  loan  had  been  made  at  the 


• 
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price  onlf  of  3I.  69.  9d«  above  lool.  and  at  this  rate  of  almoft 
unparaUded  benefit  to  the  ptibliCi  had  the  fum  of  feven  miUiont 
and  a  half  been  ndfed,  after  three  years  of  more  enormous  ex* 
pence  than  ever  -was  Icnown  in  the  Hiftory  of  England.  This 
a  proud  boaft  by  the  country,  and  was  a  glorious  and  unequi* 
il  proof,  that  the  falfe  and  unfounded  expedations  which  the 
enemy  had  formed  of  our  being  at  the  end  of  our  tefources,  were 
deferving  only  of  oor  fovereign  contempt.  This  was  not  the  only 
teft  of  the  undiminiflicd  opulence  of  the  Country,  which  he  had  it 
in  his  p6wer  to  exhibit,  •  for  he  would  fhew  that  in  eVbry  branchy 
and  in  every  defcription  of  our  fortune,  wb  were  at  this  mom^nf 
in  a  higher  Aate  of  opulence  and  profpetity  than  ev^  was  known, 
even  in  the  times  of  profound  peace.  He  fiated  the  amount  ef  thd 
taxes  laid  in  the  three  iirft  years  of  the  war,  to  be  a^8o8,oool« 
and  he  recapitulated  the  receipt  of  thefe  raises,  ^  and  (hewed  that 
they  had  exceeded  the  fum  at  which  they  were  laid.  The  tastes 
for  the  laft  year,  1795,  laid  at  the  fum  of  i,6od;obdl.-  had 
adually  produced  the  fum  of  1,684,000!.  though  the  fult  opera-< 
tlon  of  many  of  the  taxes  had  no^  been  afcertaihed,  as  they  com^^ 
menced  nearly  at  Midfummer.  This  was  a  moft  extraordinary 
proof  of  the  general  opulence  of  the  country,  and  though  it  might 
be.&id,  that  in  this  fum  was  to  be  taken  the  amount  of  the  duties 
on  the  ftock  of  wine  on  hand,  yet  as  the  whole  efie^  of  the  other 
taxes  had  not  been  afcertained,  he  was  jufiiiied  in  faying,  that 
within  the  firft  twelve  months  the  taxes  had  been  efti^ive  to  their 
whole  amount.  And  what  was  ftill  more  extraordinary,  as  well 
asxrheertng  in  t^e  circumfiances  of^the  prefent  ivar,  as  being  dif- 
ferent ftom  the  expenccs  of  any  preceding  time,  the  produfiion  of 
the  war  taxes  had  not  produced  any  dedication  on  the  permanent 
taxes  of  the  Sfite.  By  an  average  of  the  three  jeata^  of  the  war^ 
it  had  been  p^pved,  :that  the  pennanent  taxes  had  exceeded  the 
ium  which,  they 'were  required  to  produce  to  the  amount  of 
28o,oooL:^Thus,  then,  in  every  view  of '  the  fubjeA',  we  faw 
that  the  itar  tax«k  were  morfc  tlian  equal  to  the  expences  whkh  ym 
had  incontd,  and  on  tlie  return  of  peace  we*  ftoutd  have  ail  ^exi 
ceedingof  the  permanent  taxes  applicable  to  anypUrpofe  that  might 
be  reqpjired*  Our  profpeA  on  the^eturn  of  peace  was  gratifying 
in  every -view  it,  for  we  thad  funds  in  referve  above  the  utmoft 
extent  of  our  peace  eftablilhmeht,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a 
iniUiori  a  year,  as  he  would  (hew  the  Committee. 
Tbe  furplos  of  the  Permanent  Taxes  above  the  An* 

3  M  a 
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noktf, &e.  on  the  aireragisof  ibvpe7<(ar*»  wpr,  v[U  a88,ooo 

An  anoual  Lottery  would  produ^  •  -r,  -  •  300^000 
And  the  public  puticipitionaf  the  pmfif  s  of  the  Eaft* 

India  Company  nught  be  oiodcfaficly  taken  #t  500,000 


mm 


An;>licable  fuicpluSi  after  defraying  all  our  expcaoes,  af  |,o$8»ooo 

It  might  be  naturally' cxpcAed  that' what  happened  in  former 
wars  would  alfo  have  happened  in  thi«i  that  0ur  oomflEierce  would 
hav^  iuffered  a  great  and  lamentable  decreafe.  No  fuch  thij^g. 
The  profperi^^  of  our  trade  was  equal  to  all  the  other  wonders  of 
the  prefcnt  time;  (6  hr  from  Mling  off,  it  had  incmfed  even 
f  midft  the  difSeulties  of  war.  Our  sports  in  the  year  1792, 
the  great^  year  of  our  commerce  that  this  country  had  ever 
If^nowtif  were  d4,905,oooU 

Our  exports  in  1 7951  the  third  year  of  war>  were  no  Icfs  than 
a7>a7o,oool. 

J  n.  this  war,  unlike  all  other  wani  for  the  esctcnt  of  its  expence 
iQOy  w^  had  been  ^ble  to  borrow  all  the  fuma  which  had  been 
iKfiMited,  at  full  one  per  cent  lower  rate  of  inteveft  than  in  any  for- 
9)er  period  of  war ;  and- we  (hall  go  out  of  this,  war  in  a  bettes 
^ate  in  h&  than  we  yfcjnt  into  it^  as  the  finking  fund,  applicabje 
to. the  difcharge'of  our  d^t,  will  have  received  more  than  a  pro- 
portionate addition  of  ftrength  to  the  addition  of  debt  which  it  hat 
fo  de^y.  We  had  not,  as  in  form^^c  wars»  fought  to  lay  aU  thft 
tKuden  on  the  backs  of  our  pofierity,  but  had  more  dian  borne  our 
<iwo  pfoportiph  of  it.  By  faithfully  adhering  to  the  fyftem  cfia* 
blifiied  for  the  diminution  of  our  debt»  we  had  ^vided  fer  A* 
^Xtindton  of  every  QiiUing  that  had  been  added  to  the  funded  dcbc 
of  the  country,  and  the  fum  applicable  to  this  purpofe»  wiK  be 
^bove  :^|6oo»oooL  on  our  refloration  to  peace..  We  ihall  nearly 
have  accompliftied  that  pQtnt»  h  defirtbk  in  the  op^radon  ol  the 
(yAeip,  when  we  may  pay  oflf  the  five  per  eents.  md  in  (wdve 
y^ars,  th^  finking  ftmd  wiU  amount  to, the  ium  of  4,qoo>oooL 
i»  ye^Tj  at  whiph  time  the  public  ^U  bt^  to  be  cafad  dr  i|wk 
t9B9e%  and  fiEom  whkdi  time  it  wlU  be  oifly  ftcty  yqbt  ootU  ihe 
whole  of  the  debt  thatexifted  before  ditepmfentwar^  witftefinal^ 
c«it9i^(bQd.  While  at  tfie  fane  time»  by  fifithfuMy  aAiflg  upoo 
fhe  priinciple,  a  ptovifioo  had  been  tmM,  1]^  which  the  drt>^  of  die 
W4r  would  even  more  rapidly  be  difcharged. 

He  could  not  dUmiis  the  confideration  of  this  impodMit  Ykm  of 
our  drcumi^nceff;  without  adyestiqg  to  ^  impreflfeo  wl^ch  a  ooiw 
trary  view  of  our  finances  and  <^it  had  made  in  another  quarter. 
That  imprefTion,  developed  in  a  late  tianfiii£lion|  in  which  the 
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prUcy  ambition^  tvA  infidcace  of  the  enemy^  were  lb  ^rcibly  d^* 
monftrated,  he  ha4  oo  doubt  but  the  rdult  of  the  day  would  de^ 
moUdi.     The  vi^ws  that  the  enemy  h^d  taken  of  the  ftate  of  thi$ 
country,  and  the  icarcity  of  provifions,  and  the  temporary  diAreis 
Itom  the  preflbre  for  money,  thank  God  1  began  to  difappear  du- 
ring the  very  time  that  dieir  proud  and  prefumptuous  anfwer  to  the 
ajylkation  which  had  been  made  to  thenp,  was  on  its  paifage,  and 
thi;  proceedings  of  this  day  would  diflipate  the  lafi  faint  glimmering 
of  hope  which  they  had  cherifiied.     1  hey  ha<i  thought  fit  to  didiate 
the  mcflage  which  they  fent  to  us  on  the  fcore  of  exhaufted  finances ; 
they  whofe  finances  were  in  a  fiate  which  he  difdatned  to  diicufs. 
He  would  not  detain  the  Committee  by  inquiring  into  the  Oate  of 
their  aOignatSi  which  had  been  fo  often  the  fubjeA  of  examina- 
tion, nor  of  all  the  various  forts  of  paper  circulation  to  which  they 
had  recourfe.     He  would  only  mention  one  Arong  and  firiking 
fuS,  which  was  a  broad  and  cantUd  fiatcment  that  had  been  made 
by  the  French  Direfiory  themfelves,  tp  the  Legiflature  on  the 
1 8th  of  March  lail.     That  their  whole  hopes  and  refourccs  con* 
fifted  in  the  circulation  of  their  mandats  at  par,  and  that  unlefs 
thefe  mandats  fhould  be  fuppqrted  by  penal  laws,   it  would  be  ut- 
terly impoflible  for  the  Republic  to  continue  their  exertions.    The 
mandats  at  par,  or  national  ruin. .    Such  was  the  open  and  firank 
communication  of  tlie  French  Directory  in  the  face  pf  the  French 
people.     The  fy(\em  of  terror  was  eftabliftied,  and  thefe  mandats 
were  put  into  circulation  under  the  protection  of  the  fevereft  penal 
fhtutes.     What  was  the  cpnfequence  ?      The  lad  accooots  that 
we  had  from  France  proved  that  thefe  mandats  were  at  adifcount 
o£  S  a  p6r  cent. !     Such  was  the  relative  ftate  of  the  two  countries, 
9ndfuch  was  the  moral  and  in(bii£live  leflfon  which  it  held  out.  I| 
was  I  grand  example,  aiKi  ought  noi  to  be  overlooked  tn  this  age 
of  rc^left  innovation  and  of  turbulent  t)ieory.     It  proved,  that  e^ 
eition^  however  ihewy  in  their  appearance,  depending  upon  vior 
knee,  bankruptcy,  and  impofiure,  could  not  be  fufficiept  to  contend 
^th  tht  rq;ular  and  gradual  fupplies  of  a  government  preferving 
juftice,  credit,  and  integrity,  ariling  fmm  revenues  flowing  cheer^r 
iully  and  fpoman0oa%>  fr<mi  a  people  enjoying  the  bkiTings  of  fe* 
.  curi^,  freedom,  and  biw !  and  that,  however  the  convulfion  of 
impetuous  entfaifafimmigbt  boaft  for  a  time  of  the  ability  derived 
fiom  the  lawilhed  iacrifice  of  its  capital  it  could  not  be  a  match 
for  the  fteadjr,  well^BreSed,  and  daily-refined  powers  of  a  Sc^ 
eiety  not  fir^ned  /bqrondits  phyfioal  ftrength,  and  otdy  applying 
lo  its  ftruggle  the  g^wing  fufpius  of  its  undiminiflied  induftry.    By 
fibeetfoUyperibveaiigihthisfyftemweihaUfecur^  andindCti 
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pendence,  on  %  bafis  not  to  be  (hnken  by  anjr  effort  that  can  be  made 
on  the  part  of  an  afphring  and  ambitious  enemy.     He  begged  par- 
don for  having  trcfpaffcd  fo  long  on  dicir  patiencci  and  concluded 
vith  moving  one  of  his  fcrics  of  Refolutions. 
■  Mr.  GREY.     If  inftcad  of  coming  forward  with  a  budget  fcr 
tfie  thrid  time  in  the  courfe  of  fourteen  months,  if  inftead  cX  coming 
forward  to  impofc  new  burdens,  and  to  levy  frefti  taxes  upon  tfie 
people,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  come  down,  (taring 
the  fituation  of  the  country  to  be  fuch  as  to  enable  him  to  alleviate 
.its  prcfent  diftrcfs,  and  to  relieve  it  from  fome  of  the  exifti ng  im- 
pods  ;  if  inilcad  of  making,  if  not  an  avowed,  at  lead  a  real  ad- 
miiTion,   that  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefeht  fefllion  he  had  de- 
ceived the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  country,  by  mif-ftating 
the  demands  of  the  public  fcrvice,  he  had  been  enabled  to  fay,  that 
by  a  diminution  of  the  ncceflities  of  the  State,  an  alleviation  of  the 
public  burdens  was  become  praiflicable ;  if,  indead  of  having  blotted 
the  annals  of  the  country,  and  tarnifhed  the  glory  of  the  prcfent 
reign,  he  had  added  to  the  fpendour  of  die  regal  diadem,  and  fur- 
nifhed  an  epoch  of  Briti(h  hiftoiy  exempt  from  misfortune  and  dif- 
trefs,  then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  h^ve,<  with  fomc 
degree  of  julUce,  aflumed  that  air  of  triumph  with  which  this  even- 
ing he  has  (b  vainly  attempted  to  cover  his  inability  and  mifconduft. 
On  this  day  of,  humiliation  to  the  country^  and  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    I    did   expefl  a  contrition    becoming    his  (ituatioa 
£at  whatever  may  have  been  the  ftyle  in  which  his  ftatemen3 
have  been    made,    he  has  been  compelled,  by  the  vigilance  of 
individuals,  to  come  forward   with  an  explanation,    which   the 
Houfe  of  Commons  never  thought  it  worth  while  to  demand-—^ 
The  Bank,  by  withdrawing  their  difcounts,  has  forced  him  tc  tfie 
declarations  which  he  has  made  this  day,  and  if  no  other  advan- 
tage ihould  be  derived  from  them,  he  hoped,  that  they  wouh  con- 
vince the  Houfe  of  their  error,  in  having  repofed  fuch  tmpliot  con- 
fidence in  his  former  ftatements.-^-I  (hall  not  follow  him  throt^' 
all  the  declamation  with  which  his  fpeech  was  interfperfed ,  and  \ 
cannot  help  regretting,  that  in  a  bufinefs  where  a  plain,  accoimt  ought 
to  have  been  fubmitted  .to  die  Houfe^  he  had  fo  often  lecoufe  ta 
die  embdlifhments  of  eloquenct.     For  the  fake  of  argument  I  fludl 
admit  the  flourifliing  flate  of  our  commerce,  and  the  increafe  of  our 
cKpOrts,  for  abundant  means  will  by  no  means  juilify  an  extrava- 
gant prodigality  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  means.     But  in  feme  inffauicea 
his  argument  was  fallacious.    It  is  no  uncommon  praAice,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  millake,  for  merchants  to  enter  the  goods  which 
they  export  oftener  than  once ;  and  whoi  it  is  taken  into,  confident 
tion  alfo,  that  the  amount  of  the  exports  is  conliderably  increafed 
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b7  the  expenditure  of  the  war  itfelf,  his  reafoning  apon  this  head 
will  not  prove  (o  conelufive  as  at  firft  figizt  one  might  be  ape  to  con* 
elude.  I  {hall  not  follow  him,  however^  upon  this  general  qucf- 
tion,  for  an  increafed  commerce  affords  no  excufe  for  an  increafcd 
extravagance  \  nor  will  it  ever  fuperfede  the  neccflity  impofed  by 
their  duty  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  inquiring  into  the 
amount,  and  the  propriety  of  the  burdens  to  which  their  ConlH- 
tuents  arc  fubje6ted.  I  own  that  on  the  prsfcnt  occafion  I  offer 
myfelf  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  in  circumftances  of  fome  dif- 
advantage,  after  the  powerful  torrent  of  language  which  has  now 
flowed  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  of  which  he  muft 
be  acknowledged  to  have  fuch  ample  command;  I  (hall  however 
attempt  to  give  a  reprefentation  of  the  date  of  the  country,  which 
will  certainly  differ  materially  from  his,  but  which,  if  it  is  not  fo 
favourable,  will  pqrhaps  be  more  corre<ft.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  complained  that  exaggerated  ftatements  had  been  giveo-- 
of  our  financial  embarraffments,  and  that  thcfe  ftatements  had 
didlated  to  the  enemy  chat  haughty  anfwer  which  they  had  lately 
made  to  certain  pacific  overtures  on  the  part  of  this  countiy.— > 
Upon  this  fubjcdt  I  (hall  not  enter  at  prefent.  I  (hall  only  fay 
that  the  refult  in  that  inftance  was  exactly  what  I  expeded.  Iq 
the  firft  place  there  was  much  reafon  to  diftruft  the  iincerity  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet ;  and  certainly  the  manner  in  which  thebulinefs  was 
conduced,  was  not  fuch  as  tended  to  remove  any  unfavourable  im- 
prcfTion  which  the  French  might  have  formed  from  the  former  con-^ 
du£l  of  the  King's  ^Minifters.  Upon  the  reply  of  the  Directory  I 
(hall  fay  nothing  now.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  * 
of  his  friends,  (hall  think  proper  to  fubmit  the  fubje£l  to  the  ooa- 
(ideration  of  the  Houfe,  I  (hall  be  prepared  to  deliver  my  fcnti- 
mcnts,  an4.  to  point  out  that  line  of  conduct  which,  in  my  humble 
apprehenfion,  it  would  be  proper  to  purfue.  To  return  to  the  fub- 
je^  of  finance  :  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  means,  in  talk-» 
ing  of  thefe  &lfe  (tatements  which  have  operated  much  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  the  country,  to  allude  to  any  thing  that  I  advanced 
upon  a  former  evening,  I  will  now  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  if  he  has 
not  now  demonftrated  the  neceffity  of  what  I  then  propofed,  and  if 
his  conduct  this  evening  has  not  been  a  fulfilment  of  my  predict 
tion.  I  propofed  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  (late  of  our  fifw 
ances ;  he  has  (hewn  that  inquiry  to  be  more  neceffary  than  ever. 
I  affioned  the  proviiion  made  for  the  expences  of  the  year^  extral- 
,vagant  and  enormous  as  it  was,  to  be  inadequate  to  the  demands 
of  the  fervice.  Now  he  comes  down  and  acknowledged  the  affer* 
lion  U^'bc  true.     Butare  we  really  in  this  Ha^e,  that  independent 
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'members  of  Parlsamenti  who  do  not  chance  to  be  conneAed  with 
His  Msrje(bf 's  Councils,  who  have  not  the  fortune  to  live  in  the 
funihfaie  of  rofal  bounty,  cannot  come  forward  in  (he  Hoofe  of 
Commons  to  attack  the  crimesi  or  to  expofe  the  errors  of  Adminif- 
trationi  without  lying  under  the  imputation  of  beii^  actuated  by 
linifter  motives,  and  having  a  View  to  unwarrantable  ends  i     Such 
a  refledlion  ^as  not  fo  mtK:h  ah  afperiion  upon  the  individual  as  an 
imputation  upon  the  Houfe.     Leaving  thefe  general  topics,  I  pro- 
ceed to  notice  (he  expences  incurred  fince  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
and  the  xtieans  that  have  been  propofed  for  defraying  them.      On 
the  tax  upon  dogs,  which  had  been  fubftituted  inftead  of  orre  on 
cottons,  I  have  little  to  remark.  If  the  tax  can  pnkluccf  i  oo,oooL  a 
year,  I  have  no  objeAion  to  its  taking  efFcA.    When  I  confider  the 
nature  of  the  bill,  however,  which  has  been  brought  in,  I  am  not 
very  fanguine  about  the  amount  of  the  product  of  the  tax.     One 
daufe  in  particular,  is  ludicrous  in  the  extreme ;  I  mean  fiiat  which 
exempts  any  perfon  from  punithment  who  may  be  found  kiliif^  or 
converting  to  his  owa  ufe  dogs  who  have  not  paid-  the  tax.     If, 
however,  the  tax,  in  fpite  of  fuch  ridiculous  pfovifions  in  the  bill, 
IhaH  be  found  produdive,  I  (hall  be  glad,  thinking  as  I  do,  tl^it 
It  is  a  fair  and  proper  (burce  of  revenue.     I  muft  confefs  that  I  was 
not  a  little  ftruck  widi  theeftimates  for  unprovided  fervices,  whidi 
have  occurred  fince  the  laft  budget.     The  additional  extraordinaries 
of  the  army  were  eftimated  at  53S,oool.  and  the  demands  for 
^6  ordnance  at  aoo,oool.  The  expenceof  barracks  at  267,000!. 
The  deficiency  of  the  civil  lift,  arifing  from  fums  applied  to  fecret 
fervices,  at  ioo,oool.— -And  the  eAimated  deficiency  of  the  taxes 
at  177,0001.— Amounting  in  all  to  1,279,000!.     When  I  con- 
fider the  extent  of  thefe  new  demands,  t  cannot  help  refle£ting  opon 
the  tin^e  of  opening  the  budget  lad  year,  and  the  drcumftances 
wiiich  have  fince  taken  place.     In  February  1795,  the  Midfter 
feceived  a  loan  of  pnparallelled  extent.     In  September  he  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  new  and  uimfual  modes  of  raifing  money. 
In  December  he  came^fbrward  with  a  budget,  iff  which  lie  afTuied 
the  Houfe  and  the  country  that  he  had  made  abundant  provifion  for 
all  tile  ^xpefices  of  tiie  enfuing  year.     Since  diat  time  no  miforefeen 
tlecefiities  have  arifen,  no  new  demands  have  occurred  to  joflify 
die  impofition^f  frefh  burdens  upon  the  poople.     He  then  calculated 
upon  the  hoftile  difp6fition  of  die  enemy,  and  die  eondnuance  of  die 
war,  neither  of  which  are  the  difcoveries  of  yefterday,  and  therrfbre 
eannot  fumiCh  any  apology  for  the  exorbitant  demands  which  he  has 
this  day  made.     He  now  boiih  in  the  Committee  tliat  he  did  not 
fining  fh>m  a  clear  explanation  of  the  demands  of  die  puUie  ier* 
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vice,  to  their  full  extent^  and.  claimed  a  confidcrable  fliare  of  credit 
for  his  ingenuous  conduct,  in  coming  forv^rd,  and  ftating  all  the 
provifions  which  die  different  exigencies  of  affairs  in  the  courfe  of 
the  cnfuihgyear  may  require.     The  principle  he  approved,  and  the 
line  of  conduft  he  allowed  to  be  proper.     But  the  principle' which 
was  proper  now,  was  not  lefs  fo  in  December  lad,  and  the  mode 
of  a(^ng  which  was  right  in  introducing  the  prefent  budget^  fhould 
alfo  have  been  adopted  in  opening  the  lad,  whereas  on  that  occafion^ 
he  neither  made  any  provifion  for  the  extraordinarics  of  the  army, 
nor  for  funding  the  navy  debt.     This  brings  me  to  the  fubjeft  of 
unfunded  debt,  and  here  the  right  honourable  gentleman  went  into 
a  large  difcufldon  upon  the  evils  ariling  from  a  great  quantity  of 
unfunded  debt  v  as  if  he  himfelf  had  not  been  the  author  of  th»  evil 
of  which  he  complained.     His  ftatement,  however,  upon  this  fub- 
}c&,  diScrs  widely  from  one  with  which  I  (hall  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee.    After  propofing  to  fund  a  certain  proportion  of  navy  debt, 
he  would  leave  unfbndcd  only  1,640,0001.  .  He  makes  out  this 
ftatement  by  calculating  every  year  the  extent  of  the  debt,  and  pro- 
viding for  a  part  which  he  dedu£ls  from  the  grofs  amount ;  but  the 
queftion  is,  whether  or  not  the  provifions  hive  anfwered  his  ex- 
pedation  i     I  have  a  very  different  ftatement  to  make.     In  1 794 
there  was  funded  about  1,506,0001.  and  in  1795  i,6oo,oool. 
and  on  the  31ft  of  December  laft,  there  remained  due  for  navy 
fervices  12,335,0001.  fncluding   10,250,0001.  incurred  in  me 
courfe  of  the  laft  year.     So  that,  though  the  taxes  turned  out  as 
produdtive  as  wasexpe£ted,  there  would  be  left  unprovided  for,  in- 
ftcad  of  1,640,0001.  near  7,ooo,oool.     This  event,  however, 
depends  upon  the  fuppolition  of  the  taxes  anfwering  the  Minifter's 
expectations,  which   I   muft  confefs  are,  ^in  my  view,  rather  too 
fanguine.  ^  L^ft  year  the  tax  upon  the  ftock  of  wine  in  hand  amount- 
ed to  320,0001.  which  reduced  the  net  produce  of  the  tax,  exclu- 
live  of  the  ftock  in  hand,  to  3i2,oool.^*-In  o|^(ition  to  this 
ftatement  he  fets  up,  that  the  taxes  have  not  yet  exifted  a  com- 
plete year,    and  that  the  returns  from  which  the  cftimate  was 
made   muft  be  (hort  of  their    real    value.      But  he   reminded 
him,  that  if  fome  of  the  taxes  did  not  take  place  dll  Midfum- 
mer,    others  had  commenced  in    February,  fo  that,  if  he   had 
only  eight  months  of  fome  he  had  fourteen  months  of  others.     I 
muft  confefs,  that  in  my  opinbn,  his  expedtatiohs  of  the  produce  of 
the  wine  tax,  are  unwarrantably  high.  He  thinks  that  as  much^wine 
will  be  confumed  as  before.     Upon  the  quantity  of  wine  which 
may  be  confumed,  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  fpeculate  as  he  pleafes ; 
'  but  I  think  it  would  be  uoreafonable  to   reckon  upon  a  greater 
Vol.  XLV.  3N 
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revenue  from  the  tax  than  was  derived  from  it  laft  year,  including 
the  ftock  on  hand ;  the  confequence  of  which  muft  be,  that  a  very 
fmall  part  of  the  debt  will  be  provided  for.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  alfo  entered  into  a  ftatement  of  the  probable  addition  to 
the  navy  debt,  in  the  courfc  of  the  cnfuing  year.  I  know  not  on 
what  grounds  he  proceeded  in  this  ftatement,  as  they  muft  be  eflen- 
tially  different  from  thofe  oft  which  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  aft 
in  formei;  years.     Formerly  he  ufed  to  eftimate  the  probable  debt 

;  of  the  cnfuing  year,  from  the  known  amount  of  the  debt  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  in  thefe  cafes  the  faft  always  exceeded  the 
eftimate.     How  then  comes  he  to  eftimate  the  navy  debt  of  next 
year  at  (Ally  4,000,000!.  when  the  debt  of  laft  year  amounted  t» 
io,ooo,oooI. }  ladmit  that  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  laftyear, 
might  tend  to  fwell  the  navy  debt  to  an   uncommon  amount,  but 
certainly  thefc  circumftances  never  c?n  authorize  fuch  a  difpropor- 
tion  in  the  eftimate.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ^Ifilled 
liis  boaft.  to  the  public^  and  afted  with  that  manlinefs  and  fairncfs, 
the  credit  of  which  he  claimed,  he  (hould  have  provided  intereft  Sor 
at  leaft  14,000,0001.     So  that  even  now,  after  all  th^t  we  had 
heard  of  a  fuperabundant   provifion  for  cxpenccs,  fome  of  which 
we  were  taught  to  believe  had  no  exiftence,  there  was  an  out-ftanding 
debt  to  a  great  amount,  which  ftill  remained  unprovided  for,  and 
for  the  exifting  arrears  in  the  civil  lift,  there  arc  no  means  of  pro- 
viding but  by  applying  thofe  grants  which  have  been  made  by  Par- 
liament for  other  purpofes  to  their  difcharge.     If  inftcad,  therefore, 
of  the  high  and  lofty  tone  that  he  has  aftiimcd,  the  Minifter  had 
come  down  praying  for  a  bill  of  indemnity  for  his  errors,  extrava- 
gance and  mifconduc^,  he  would  have  afted  in  a  manner  more  be- 
coming his  fituation. — ^Thc  army  I  kno\%  to  be  in  arrears.     The 
civil  lift  is  no  lefs  than  five  quarters  in  arrcar ;  every  department  of 
the  ftate.has  fuftered  from  the  mifmanagemcnt  of  its  conduftors, 
and  now,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  found  himfctf 
compelled  to  make  new  demands,  boaftingas  he  has  done,  of  hav- 
ing-freely  difclofed  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  State  ncceflities  ;  even 
now  I  fay,  in  this  .third  budget  in  the  courfe  of  fourteen  months, 

'  he  has  neglefledtb  make  provifion  for  acknowledged  deficiencies. — ■ 
I  now  call  upon  thisr  Committee  to  go  into  an  inquiry  inta  the  State 
of  the  finances ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  inftead 
of  fine  fpeeches,  will  only  furnifli  me  with  a  few  papers,  I  will 
pledge  mjrfclf  to  (hew  that,  notwithftanding  the  enormous  loan  of 
25,060,0001.  which  has  been  voted,  h^has  not  provided  intereft 
for  the  out-ftanding  debts.  Before  I  fit  down,  I  muft  advert  to  what 

'  tic  right  honourable  gentleman  urged,  inallufion,  I  fuppofe,  tofomc- 
thing  that  I  advanced  on  a  former  evening,  rcfpcding  the  probable 
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amount  of  a  peace  efiablifhinenf,  and  which  I  am  now  prepared 
both  to  rc'flate  and  to  defend.  I  then  cftimated  the  peace  efta- 
bliihment  at  i6,8oo,oooL  to  which,  if  you  add  the  intereft  of 
the  capital  of  the  debt  contra6ted  lince  the  war,  amounting  to 
2,6oo,oool.  i,ooo,oooI.  for  the  intereft  of  unfunded  debt,  fomc 
allowance  for  an  increafed  half-pay  lift,  and  the  expence  of  barracks, 
together  with  2oo,oooI.  which  I  fuppofewill  always  be  continued 
as  a  fum  for  liquidating  the  debt,  the  peace  eftablifliment  cannot  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than  22,000,000!.  Now,  let  us  confidcr,  for 
a  moment,  the  means  that  we  have  to  fupport  this  eftablifliment. 
The  net  produce  of  the  taxes,  laft  year,  amounted  to  1 5 , 7  3  5 , 8  7  6K 
which,  together  with  the  land  and  malt,  eftimated  at  about 
3,ooo^oool.  will  make  out  a  ftanding  annual  revenue  of 
19,000,0001.  ftill  leaving  2,500,0001.  a  year,  to  be  provided 
for  by  annual  permanent  taxes*  Perhaps,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  may  objedt  to  ray  taking  the  eftimate  of  the  produce  of 
the  taxes  from  a  year  of  war.  But  the  objeAion  is  entirely  without 
foundation,  becaufe,  inftead  of  diminifhing,  the  war  has  rather 
tended  to  increafe  the  public  revenue.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fanguinary 
and  unfortunate  American  war,  the  revenue  did  not  rife  by  the  ope- 
ration of  peace,  but  by  the  accumulation  of  taxes,  fo  that  there 
is  nothing  either  in  hiftory,  or  our  own  experience,  that  can  warrant 
us  in  fuppofing  that  the  taxes  will  be  more  J)rodudive  on  the  return' 
of  peace,  than  they  are  at  prefent.  I  have  ftated  thefe  obfervations. 
to  the  Committee,  not  as  has  been  infinuated  to  depreciate  the  ftatc 
of  our  finances,  or  to  afford  to  the  enemy  caufe  of  exultation  and' 
triumph,  but  to  induce  the  Houfe,  upon  finding  this  admitted  error 
prima  facie  in  the  fhit'ements  and  calculations  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  bufinefs,  that  they 
may  fee  the  real  dangers  attendant  upon  that  lituation  to  which  the 
country  is  reduced.  I  muft  here  alfo  deprecate  all  comparifon  be- 
tween the  (ituation  of  this  country  and  that  of  Ivrance,  as  fuch  com- 
parifcn  muft  infallibly  lead  to  error.  Such  comparifons  have  been 
the  means  of  deluding  the  people  of  this  country  into  a  conteft  which 
has  been  conducted  without  ability,  and  which  the  prefent  Minifters 
can  never  terminate  with  honour.  I  leave  it  entirely  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Houfe  ;  but  if  they  will  go  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry 
upon  the  fubjedl,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  prove,  that  even  no^)v  the 
demands  of  the  public  exigencies  have  been  only  partially  ftated^ 
and  that  the  intereft  of  public  debt,  to  a  great  amount,  ftill  remains 
unprovided  for. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe,  if  it 
would  grant  him  indulgence,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  few  ob* 
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fcrvations  on  thofc  points  uigcd  by  the  honourable  member,  which 
he  conceived  of  the  moft  importance.  Their  calculations  had  dif- 
fcred  materially ;  for,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  honourable  gcndc- 
man  afferted  that  the  navy  debt,  incurred  in  1795,  amounted  to 
ten  millions.  Inftcad  of  fuch  incrcafc,  he  maintained  that  the  fura 
incurred  for  that  period  amounted  only  to  fomething  more  than  fix 
XDiIlions;  by  this  account,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  trrot 
at  leaft  three  millions,  for  the  intcreft  of  v^hich  he  infiftcd  that 
provifion  had  been  made.  On  the  31ft  of  December,  1791,  the 
total  navy  debt  was  2,300,000!.  At  the  end  of  1 795  the  debt 
amounted  to  1 2,ooo,oool.  This  certainly  made  a  difference  of  near 
io,ooo,oool.  But  it  is  impoffible  and  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the 
whole  of  the  latter  fum  was  incurred  during  the  year  I  795,  and  fo 
far  the  blame  imputed  to  him  by  the  honourable  gentleman  inuft 
vanifti  before  this  faft.  The  navy  debt  for  1796,  he  calculated  at 
four  millions  ;  but  the  honourable  member,  drawing  his  inferences 
from  his  own  ftatements,  aflumed  to  himfelf  the  fa6l  that  it  ou^t 
to  be  double  that  fum ;  but  this  was  a  propofition  to  which  he  could 
not  agree,  though  it  were  not  impoflible  but  there  might  be  fome  va- 
riations in  the  navy  debt,  more  or  lefs,  but  not  to  an  amount  as  great 
as  4,ooo,oool.  In  the  prefcnt  inftance,  he  contended,  he  had 
adopted  the  right  proportion. 

It  was  utterly  impoflible,  he  obferved,  to  do  more  than  provide 
by  general  eftimation,  and  in  doing  that,  he  endeavoured  not  to  pro- 
duce great  inconvenience  to  the  country.  According  to  the  forms 
of  office,  he  had  not  been  able  to  produce  the  returns  for  1 795  later 
than  the  29th  of  September.  But  he  muft  again  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  tlie  Houfe,  that  there  were  many  circurpftances  which  oc- 
curred in  1795,  not  likely  to  occur  in  the  prcfenryear  ;  for,  leav- 
ing out  of  the  qurit'f  ji  the  expences  incurred  by  the  misfortunes 
encountered  by  the  "^/Vcft- India  fleet,  there  were  to  be  added  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  laft  year,  the  extraordinary  and  great  expences 
occafioned  by  the  purchafing  and  fitting  out  of  the  Eafl-India  rtiips, 
which  made  a  powerful  addition  to  our  naval  ftrength,  but  was  not 
an  cxpcnce  that  would  occur  again  in  the  year  1796.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  from  the  profpefl  of  the  harveft,  he  had  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  article  of  vidlualling,  for  the  prefent,  would  be  much  Icfs 
th^  the  preceding  year.  He  denied  that  the  new  loan  vas  for 
'  new  fcrvices,  as  the  excefs  of  the  expcnce  to  be  provided  for  was  no 
more  than  2,500,0001.  He  next  adverted  to  the  hair-powder 
tax,  and  the  additional  tax  on  wine ;  the  produce  of  thefc,  he  in- 
fixed, he  took  at  the  moft  unfavourable  period,  becaufc  at  a  titnc 
when  the  remittances  were  not  made  from  the  country,  which  he 
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coidd  have  otherwifc  brought  into  the  account.  The  next  point, 
to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  was,  the  prohibition 
of  the  dlftilleries,  which  occafioned  a  falling  off,  on  an  average,  of 
one-third  of  the  duties  ;  but  this  accidental  defalcation  would  be  re- 
trieved,  and  the  duties,  on  the  fair  average  of  four  years  previous 
to  the  laft  year,  were  in  a  progreflive  ftate  of  improvement.  The 
honourable  gentleman  miftook,  i£  he  conceived  he  ftated  that  the 
500,0001.  arlfing  from  the  Eaft  India  Company,  befides  the 
300,0001.  arlfing  from  the  Lottery,  formed  an  ample  fund  for  the 
increafe  of  the  peace  eftabliihment ;  that  wa^  a  queffion  he  would  not 
row  difcufs,  and  which,  indeed,  it  would  be  impoflTible  to  difcufs 
with  propriety  till  the  happy  period  of  pcape  fhould  arrive.  He 
could  not  now  afcertain  what  peace  eftablifliment  might  be  neccf- 
fary  for  the  purpofe  of  .protefting  our  conquefts  and  polTeffions 
abroad  ;  that  would  be  a  fubjeft  certaiqly  for  future  difcuffion,  and 
all  he  had  now  to  ftate  was,  that  a  million  was  now  prepared  for 
the  peace  eftablifhment.  He  next  adverted  to  the  committee  of 
1788,  and  the  fiibfequent  committee  ;  on  this  fubjedl  gentlemen 
were  of  various  opinions,  and,  like  combatants  in  a  conteft,  when 
victory  is  not  decided,  each  flattered  himfelf  in  his  own  mind  of 
having  vanquifhed  his  opponent. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  (hould  not  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  trouble 
the  committee  much  at  length.  Flrft,  he  muft  take  notice  that  the 
people  of  this  country  were  very  fortunate,  if  they  could  believe  the 
Minifter,  for  then  they  would  always  be  in  a  profperous  ftate.  They 
had  been  ftated  to  be  in  ^  happy  condition  when  there  was  plenty 
of  money  in  the  kingdom ;  they  had  been  ftated  alfo  to  be  in  a  prof- 
perous ftate  when  there  was  a  fcarcity.  Therefore  we  had  this 
confolation,  that  whether  there  be  a  plenty  or  a  fcarcity,  we  had  a 
Minifter  who  affured  us  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  T#as  a  decided 
proof  of  our  happinefs— an  unequivocal  ftamp  of  public  profperity. 
We  had  full  proof  of  this  from  the  fpcech  of  the  Minifter  to-night, 
compared  with  what  he  had  faid  on  former  occafions.  That  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  obfervcd,  that  if  we  lof)ked  at  the  bar- 
lance  of  trade  now,  it  was  much  in  our  favour.  He  l^iid  alfo,  that 
in  confidering  the  cxpence  of  the  prefent  war,  we  fhould  not  con- 
clude it  to  be  itiore  expenfive  dian  other  wars,  rnerely  becaufe  more 
money  was  expended  ;  we  fhould  confider  that  all  the  articles  of 
life,  the  confumprion  of  which  muft  make  up  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
cxpence  of  war,  as  well  as  the'  price  of  every  thing  for  which  mo- 
ney was  taken  in  exchange,  was  confiderably  higher  than  at  any 
former  period.  Now,  if  this  reafoning  be  correal,  as  certainly  it 
was,  it  moft  infallibly  apply  to  our  imports  and  to  our  exports ;  and 
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fome  juft  reflodfons  might  thence  arife  with  r^rd  to  our  expoits 
11}  particular.  He  owned,  that  with  regard  to  our  exports,  he  al* 
ways  entertained  doubts  of  the  accuracy  or  juftnefs  of  the  condu- 
iions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  Aated  them  to 
the  Houfe.  He  would  afk,  Whether  or  not  our  fubfidy  to  the 
King  of  Prufllay  our  loan  to  the  Emperor,  made  any  part  of  our 
exports  r  Did  they,  or  did  they  not,  make  part  of  thofc  very  ex- 
ports, on  account  of  which  we  plume  ourfelves  fo  highly  ?  He  did 
not  kpow  much  on  the  fubjeft.  He  knew  nothing  to  the  contrary 
of  thefe  making  part  of  our  exports  ;  he  fufpeded  they  did,  at  leaft 
in  the, calculation.  With  refpe£t  to  die  general  topics  which  the 
Mlniiler  had  brought  forward  to-night,  he  muft  obferve,  that  diis 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  difcufs  them ;  nor  was  it  the  moft  fit  to 
difcufs  the  merit  of  what  had  palTed  between  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  and  that  of  the  French  Republic.  He 
agreed  with  hi$  honourable,  friend,  and  with  him  (hould  be  ready  to 
deliver  his  opinion  upon  that  fubjeA,  at  the  only  time  when  AiX 
could  be  regularly  aflced  of  him,  and  when  only  his  opinion  could 
tjB  ferviceable  to  this  country,  when  the  whole  of  that  fubjed  Ihould 
come  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Houfe.  He  believed  the  period 
was  not  far  diftant  when  that  opportunity  would  occur ;  he  was 
fony  to  obferve,  however,  from  what  the  Minifter  had  advanced 
upon  that  fubjedt,  that  it  was  by  no  means  confoling ;  for  while  our 
burdens  were  rapidly  increafing,  our  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  condufionto 
the  caufe  of  that  increafe  was  now  very  much  diminiftied  i  but 
this  was  alfo  a  topic  for  general  difcuffion. 

With  regard  to  taxes,  he  was  ready  to  fay,  he  agreed  with  the 
Minidcr  as  to  the  principle  on  the  wine  tax,  diat  an  addition  of  a 
round  fum  would  not  be  more  burdenfome  to  the  publia  at  Urge  than 
a  fra£tion  would  be.  He  agreed  alfo  with  his  honourable  friend 
upon  the  fubjcdJ,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  fo  produdlive  as  the 
Minifter  had  edimated  it  ^  but  as  this  was  more  a  matter  of  con- 
jedure  than  any  thing  elfe,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  fay  much  upon  that 
fubjcd  now.  He  thought  the  Minifter  had  ftatcd  the  difFercncc  be- 
tween him  and  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  pretty  plainly* 
The  difference  between  them  was  not  five  millions  but  three  mil- 
lions. But  he  thought  that  the  difference  between  them,  upon  the 
computation  of  intereil,  was  more  than  the  Minifter  Rated  it  to  be. 
He  knew  that  his  authority,  and  the  authority  of  others  onthefame 
iide,  was  likely  to  be  lets  attended  to  in  that  Houfe,  than  the  au- 
thority of  the  Minifter,  and  therefore  he  wiftied  hinfifelf  and  his  ho- 
nourable friends  to  be  cautious  of  what  they  advanced  upon  fuch 
fubjc£ls  as  related  to  finance-     Confcquently  they  generally  were  foi 
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they  founded  their  obfervations  chiefly  on  the  experience  of  fefts, 
while  the  Minifter  generally  took  computations  on  probable  expcc* 
tation.-  He  told  the  Houfe  what  was  to  happen,  from  what  he  cx- 
pedled  to  happen.  Whereas,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  and  his  honourable 
friends  only  prefumed  to  conjedlure  what  would  happen,  from  what 
they  knew  had  happened.  Thus  his  honourable  friend  had  con- 
jectured what  the  produce  of  the  taxes  would  be,  by  knowing 
what  they  had  been ;  and  then  he  had  confidered  how  much  would 
be  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  prefent  loan,  after  providing 
in  the  ufual  way  for  the  (inking  fund.  The  Minifter  was  pleafcd 
to  go  into  a  calculation  of  the  committees  who  had  confidered  and 
made  their  reports  on  the  finances  and  expenditure  of  this  country. 
His  honourable  friend  had  done  otherwife  ;  he  had  taken  experi- 
ence for  his  guide  upon  this  fubjedl.  He  certainly  was  not  wrong 
in  the  courfe  he  took ;  for  before  the  calculation  of  the  firft  com- 
mittee came  to  be  realifed,  another  committee  was  formed,  who 
difFcred  from  tho  (irft.  A  third  might  have  differed  from  the  fecond, 
had  a  third  been  appointed,  and  therefore  his  honourable  friend 
was  right  in  the  courfe  he  took.  Why  did  his  honourable  friend 
take  the  year  1 7  7  8  for  his  ftandard  ?  Becaufe  it  was  the  medium 
year.  But  the  Minifler  faid,  this  was  an  extraordinary  peace  eAab- 
Ii(hment.  Was  it  not  likely  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  peace  ef- 
tabliihment  would  happen  again  ?  He  would  fay  that  his  hohbur- 
able  friend  took  a  fair  peace  eftablifhment,  when  he  took  the  year 
1788.  It  was  taken  as  the  average  of  four  years,  after  fix  years 
peace.  He  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what  reafon  we  now  had  to  ex- 
pert fuch  a  long  interval  of  peace.  God  knew  he  wifhed  it ;  but 
he  could  not  cherifh  any  hopes  of  enjoying  it  for  any  very  long 
period  of  time,  efpccially  under  the  prefent  fyftem  which  our  Go- 
vernment purfued.  Therefore  his  honourable  friend  was  right  in 
taking  the  year  1 788  for  his  calculations  and  obfervations.  Had 
he  taken  1789  or  1 790,  the  cafe  would  have  appeared  more  unfa- 
vourable iUll  on  our  parts.  He  would  therefore  fay,  that  his  ho- 
nourable friend  had  taken  the  fubjcft  as  a  man  of  his  good  fenfc 
mufl  be  expe£led  to  take  it,  upon  fadls  as  he  found  them,  not  upon 
the  opinions  of  any  committee,  for  the  one  of  them  had  differed 
from  the  other,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  a  third  might  differ  from 
the  fecond  committee,  as  much  as  the  fecond  did  from  th6  firft.*— 
His  honourable  friend  had  followed  the  moderation  which  he  ob- 

• 

ferved  on  a  former  night,  when  he  moved  for  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  this  iubjedt.  What  he  had  flatcd  to-night,  was  founded 
on  what  he  ftated  then.  It  was  founded  upon  experience.  Why, 
then,  he  wifhed  tolchow,  'whether  there  was  a  man  m  thaf  Houfe 
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who  would  fay,  that  the  peace  e(hd)lilhinent  would  be  as  low  as 

the  MinHlcr  had  ftatcd  it  this  day.  What  did  his  honourable  friend 
ftate  the  peace  eftabli(hment  of  this  country  to  be  on  the  former 
riighty  fuppofing  no  farther  cxpence  to  be  incurred — Twenty-two 
millions.     He  would  not  ftate  it  to  be  fo  now ;  for  by  the  vote  now 
to  be  propofed,  we  were  to  add  to  the  public  r^enuc  by  adding  to 
'the  public  burdens,  and  therefore  after  this  his  honourable  friend 
would  make  an  allowance  for  what  was  now  to  be  voted,  when  he 
talked  of  the  deficiency  of  the  public  income  as  compared  with 
tlie  public  expenditure.     Then  he  might  be  afked,   whether  d\c 
mcafurc  now  propofcd  by  the  Minifter  was  to  be  applauded  r «— He 
would   fay  he  agreed  to  the  nicafure  of  the  Minifter,  and  was 
only  in  doubt  whether  he  ought  to  go  farther.     What  has  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)   done,  when  he  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  thcfe  points  ?    He  had  ftated  the  effc<S  which 
the  Miniftcr's  then  fyftcm  had  and  muft  have  on  the  credit  of  the 
nation.     He  called  on  the  Houfc  to  perform  its  duty,  by  inffi- 
tuting  an  inquiry  into  the  fubjcd,   tor  he  then  foretold  what  the 
Minifter  himfelf  had  proved  to-night.^ — [Here  the    Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  faid.  No] — "  No  !*'  faid  Mr.  Fox,  "  I  fay  it  cer- 
tainly was  fo."     Indeed,  it  was  not  then  anfwered — there  were 
many  parts  of  his  honourable  friend's  fpecch  that  were  not  an-. 
fwered.     It  was  true,  his  honourable  friend  did  not  call  for  a  new 
loan,  bccaufe  the  Houfe  were  not  ready  for  that  ftcp ;  but  he  told 
them  there  was  a  large  debt  to  be  provided  for,  and  that  affcrtion 
had  been  verified  this  night.      It  was  true,  he  was  told  then  feme- 
thing  of  the  fame  kind  as  had  been  hinted  at  this  day — That  he 
was  endeavouring  to  depreciate  the  finances  of  this  country,  when* 
in  hSt,  it  was  not  depreciating  the  finances  of  a  country  to  call  on 
a  branch  of  the  Legiflature  to  attend  to  them.  He  was  only  calling 
on  that  Houfe  to  do  its  duty.     The  Minifter  faid,  the  flatemcnt 
then  made  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  was  not  now  a  fair 
ftatement  of  the  expenditure  of  this  country.     Why,  this  was, 
what  he  always  defpifed,  a  mere  quarrelling  with  words.     This 
would  not  now  be  the  expenditure  of  this  country,  it  was  true- 
Why  ?  bccaufe  by  the  vote  of  this  night  fome  parr  cif  that  expendi- 
ture was  to  be  defrayed,  and  for  that  purpofe  taves  to  be  impded 
upon  the  public.    This  was  a  new  burden  on  the  public.  This,  the  ' 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  was  not  a  new  necefHty.    True, 
it  was  not  a  new  neceffity  ;  but  it  was  a  new  difcovery  of  the  Mi- 
nifter*s,  or  rather,  it  was  an  avowal  of  what  the  Minifter  knew  and 
felt  long  ago  muft  come  on  the  public,  which  he  did  not  choofe 
to  communicate  to  the  public  fooner.     If  the  public  were  called 
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oporiy  as  now  certainly  they  were,  to  defray  fix  per  cent.'  inftcad  of 
three  and  a  half,  was  not  that  calling  on  them  to  bear  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  additional  burden  ?  The  Minifter  might  indeed  fay,  it 
was  not  new  to  him,  it  was  what  he  did  not  chufe  to  ftate  before 
to  the  public,  or  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  was  now  dif- 
pofed  to  ftate  the  fadt  a  little  more  fully  than  before.  He  would 
fay,  therefore,  that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  done  its  duty 
before,  this  bufinefs  would  have  been  manifefted  to  the  public  long 
before.  If  it  were  requifite  that  they  (hould  go  into  the  fubjeift 
now,  why  did  they  not  go  into  it  before  ?  Why  did  they  wait 
until  the  King's  Minifter  was  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  that 
which  he  fays  he  now  fees,  and  who  feems  to  fee  a  little  later  than 
others  upon  this  fubje6l,  for  he  had  only  feemed  to  difcover  this 
neceflity  now,  of  which  he  as  wdl  as  the  Houfe  had  been  long  ago 
apprifed. 

He  had  heard,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  feme  things  faid  upon  French 
finance  to-night,  which  he  did  not  think  very  much  to  the  puipofe. 
He  had  heard  a  good  deal  faid  of  the  mandats  of  that  country,  in 
depreciation  of  them.  He  had  heard  of  the  depreciation  of  aflig- 
nats,  that  they  were  at  a  difcount  of  8  2  per  cent,  and  now  mandats 
were  faid  to  be  fomewhere  about  the  fame  condition,  or  perhaps  at 
84  per  cent.,  difcount.  That  French  finances- have  long  been  and 
now  are  fo  deplorably  iituated,  he  was  ready  to  admit.  But  he 
could  not  foigct  that  year  after  year  this  country  had  been  perfuaded 
to  proceed  from  peace,  wealth,  profperity  and  fecurity,  into  war, 
adverfity  and  danger,  upon  account  of  the  (late  of  the  French  aflig- 
nats  t&  they  were  ftated  to  be  from  time  to  time.  Thefe  aflignats, 
whatever  might  have  been  their  ftate  at  fome  former  period,  were 
now  annihilated.  So  may  their  mandats,  and  fomething  elfe  may 
fucceed  them  of  which  we  can  know  nothing.  He  (bould  therefore 
hold  to  the  Houfe  a  leflbn  of  caution  upon  this  fubje6t ;  for  we  were 
at  prefent  no  nearer  our  conqueft  of  the  French  than  when  they 
were  iifuing  thefe  aflignats  which  are  now  annihilated.  Being  de- 
luded once,  the  Houfe  (hould  fee  that  they  were  not  to  be  deluded 
again — at  leaft  by  the  fame  artifice.  Let  us  a(k  what  would  have 
been  the  (ituation  of  this  country  if  they  had  not  liftened  to  the  de- 
preciation of  thefe  alTignats  ?  When  Flanders  and  Holland  were 
not  in  pofTeflion  cf  the  French,  what  woidd  have  been  the  difBculty- 
of  making  peace  with  the  French,,  compared  with  the  difficulty 
which  we  feel  now  ?  Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  deluded  in  the 
fame  way  as  we  had  been  deluded  already  with  refpedi  to  aflignats, 
JjCt  us  not  be  dupes  to  the  fame  impofture,  and  from  the  fame  im-* 
poftors,  from  whom  we  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  already,  and  that 
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die  more  efpecially  when  wt  find  that  the  Minlfter  has  involve^i  us 
ih  a  fituation  fo  intricatCi  that  he  cannot  guefe  at  the  op^ng  <^  a 
budget,  \vtthin  fevcn  millions  and  a  half  how  much  he  (hail  have 
Qccaiton  to  call  upon  us  for  in  the  courfe  of  one  fpflion  of  Parliament. 
Thefe  were  the  hfhs,  and  fuch  the  melancholy  profpeds  which  we 
had  before  us ;  and  they  were  verified  by  the  proceedings  of  this 
day — not  by  argument,  but  by  what  was  much  more  forcible— a 
chain  of  events — h&s  and  melancholy  experience,  for  which  w^ 
were  now  fuffering.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  would  have  iome 
efiedl  upon  the  Houfe.  But  we  were  now  told  that  with  reiped  ID 
tfie  condition  of  due  French  mandats,  we  had  the  opinion  of  tbe 
French  Directory  iifelf.  This  had  not  the  advantage  of  being  nev^ 
or  if  new,  only  b  in  name  ;  the  term  Direflory  was  new,  but  die 
fubftance  of  the  argument  had  fufficiently  deluded  the  Houfe  and 
the  public  already  under  the  head  of  aflfignats.  Much  vehemence 
of  language  had  been  employed  upon  former  occafions,  to  (hew  to 
that  Houfe  the  defpeiate  lituation  of  the  French  finances.  We  had 
been  told  then  fomcthing  like  what  we  had  heard  to-night ,  '^  Hear 
what  the  French  fay  themfeives,  and  fee  whether  they  are  aoc  in 
their  laft  agony."  We  had  been  told,  with  a  difKn^efs  which 
was  not  very  common  in  metaphorical  language,  <<  That  the  Preach 
were  not  on  the  vo'ge,  but  in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy."  God 
forbid  we  (hould  fight  a  country  under  the  hope,  and  no  other,  ^t 
fuch  country  was  in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  Nothing  could  be 
got  from  fudi  a  conteft.  fiy  fuch  folly  we  had  added  to  the  cs^tal 
of  our  enormous  debt  from  thirty  to  forty  millions  in  tbe  courfo  of 
a  little  more  than  a  year.  This  was  a  dreadful  burden  on  the 
people  of  this  country  in  any  cafe ;  what  muft  it  be  in  fuch  a  cafir 
as  this  ? 

It  was  a  remarkable  circumflance,  and  ought  to  create  ii^  the 
Houfe  fome  diftruft  and  diffidence  in  the  affertions  of  Minifters. 
Thefe  very  people  of  France  who  were  in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy 
a  long  time  ago,  had  made  it  neceflfary  for  the  Minifter  to  barrow 
feven  millions  more  in  the  courfe  of  one  feflion,  than  he  faid  he  had 
occaiton  for  when  he  brought  forward  the  public  expenditure  of  the 
country.  He  confidered  the  obfervations  on  tho  mandats  of  the 
French  to-night,  exafily  of  the  fame  delufive  nature  as  thofe  that 
were  made  fome  time  ago  upon  the  French  affignats,  as  evidence  of 
the  fpcedy  dcftruSion  of  the  fyftem  of  the  French  Republic.  An 
aigument  which  had  coft  this  country  fo  much,  and  by  which  it  had 
been  fo  fatally  deluded^  that  no  man  who  wiflied  it  wdl  could  look 
at  without  (huddcring.  He  was  led  in  his  view  of  the  Minifier's 
fpecch  to  donfidcr  an  event  which  gave  him  great  pleafurc*     It 
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matter  oJF  congratulation  to  e^ery  good  man  ih  this  country.     H« 
meant  the  late  redu£HoB  of  the  price  of  com.     But  let  us  not  think 
that  the  redu<9ion  of  the  price  reflored  the  people  to  all  their  com* 
forts,  fuch  as  they  enjoyed  before  this  war.     The  price  of  corn  wai 
ftill  mod  dreadfully  high.     Englifli  wheat,  he  underftood  to  be  thtft 
day  from  four  pounds  to  four  guineas  a  quarter.    Now,  though  that 
was  a  price  comparatively  low  with  reference  to  what  it  had  lately 
been,  yet  it  was  a  tremendous  price  ftill,  and  fuch  as  afforded  us  no 
re^fon  to  think  that  the  poor  were  not  likely  to  fel  great  diftncft. 
Befides,  we  (hould  conflder  the  price  of  other  articles  pf  food,  par- 
ticularly of  meat.     When  we  did  fo,  we  fhould  find  that  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  mafs  of  the  working  part  of  the  community  was  truly 
deplomble.     It  was  fuch  in  truth,  as  to  put  an  end  to  that  -noble 
independence  which  once  conHituted  the  boaft  of  the  Engli(h  la- 
bourer, who  was  now  obliged  in  a  great  meafure  to  rely  on  the 
bounty  of  thofe  of  a  higher  rank  of  life.-     Thus  it  was  that  the  real 
vigour  of  the  Englifh  nation  would  be  dcftroycd.     This  was  a  pmnt 
which  called  for  the  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe.     With  refpcA 
to  the  terms  of  the  loan  which  the  Minifter  had  opened  to  the  Houfe, 
he  did  not  chufe  to  fay  much.     The  right  honourable  gpntlemah 
was  under  a  difficulty  in  that  particular.     We  had  heard  him  fay 
much  in  praife  of  a  loan  by  open  competition.     Now  that  right  hci- 
nourable  gentleman  cither  was  ignorant  at  the  real  (ituation  of  this 
counti}'^,  when  he  made  the  laft  loan,  or  elfe  h^  had  aded  with  his 
eyes  open,  and  only  endeavoured  to  imppfe  upon  the  pubt{(^  by  itrf- 
pofing  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons — for  he  had  made  this  loan 
without  competition.     So  he  did  the  laft.     So,  indeed,  with  all 
his  aflfe£led  attachment  to  open  competition,  he  had  done  moft  df 
his  loans  of  late,  for  not  one  fourth  of  the  money  he  had  borrowed 
dits  war,  had  been  borrowed  upon  his  plan  of  open  competition. 
Here  Mr.  Fox  maintained  that  the  Mihifter  did  not  ftatc  to  the 
>Houfe  the  money  which  the  public  loft  on  the  difcount  on  Exche- 
quer bills  when  this  loan  was  agreed  upon,  for  in  reality  the  whole 
of  that  difcount  was  a  lofs  to  the  Public,  let  the  holders  of  fuch  bills 
be  who  they  might.     Another  point  which  he  muft  take  notice  of, 
was  the  arrears  which  were  due  from  Government  to  various  offi- 
cers in  the  different  branches  of  the  public  fcrVice.     He  underfiodd 
that  even  in  the  fmaHeft  pfcnfions  Government  were  ih  arrear.-»^ 
Even  the  miferable  pittance  which  "was  allowed  to  the  miferabte 
French  emigratits,  who  exifted  frr)m  day  to  day  upon  that  pittance, 
and  whom  we  had  fo  fcandaloufly  deluded,    was  not  pandualty 
paid.     He  underftood  that  this  paltry  allowance  had  been  lately 
withheld.     He  \^as  Xo  informed-^-*-he  did  not  inSft  ^at  hiff^for- 
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fldltion  was  autbendc.    It  was  eafy  to  refute  it  if  his  informatioa 
was  erroneous.    Had  there  not  been  delay  in  the  payment  of  the 
atmy  ?    And  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  Staff,  as  he  had  (hited  in 
.that  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  and  on  which  he  had  made  fenae 
remarks  which  had  never  been  fairly^  or  at  all  anfwered  i     Had 
thef  e  not  been  in  all  the  other  branches  of  the  public  accounts^  and 
in  which  payment  ought  to  have  taken  place  long  ago  ?     Did  not 
Parliament  pafs  a  bill  for  the  pay  anfl  cloathing  the  militia ;  and 
was  there  not  a  day  appointed  in  the  bill  for  that  pay  and  cloathii^ 
on  purpofe  that  no  <lelay  might  take  place  i     And  did  not  Minifters 
fet  the  provifion  of  the  a<ft  at  defiance,  and  pay  at  their  leifure  and 
convenience  ?     Thefe  things  he  hoped  would  be  inquired  into  here- 
after.    But  now  he  would  afk  whether  that  Houfe  would  not  have 
done  better  if  they  had  agreed  to  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend 
for  an  inquiry  into  theib  fubjeds,  inftead  of  refudng  to  go  into  that 
inquiry  ?     He  (hould  indeed  not  only  have  agreed  td  that  motion, 
but  fbould  alfo  have  returned  thanks  to  his  honourable  friend 
for  moving  it.  .  But  now  we  found  that  nothing  was  to  be  done 
until  the  clamour  of  individuals  became  fo  great,  that  the  Minifter 
rfound  it  inconvenient  to  pafs  it  by  in  iilence.     Indeed,  upon  this 
pccaiion  he  had  heard>  what  be  felt  no  inclination  to  doubt,  that 
the-condudt  of  the  Bank  had  been  very  laudable  upon  the  fubjcdt  of 
our  prefent  pecuniary  embarraiTment.     He  would  not  fay  much  on 
the  infinuation  of  money  being  more  plenty  fome  time  fince  than  it 
was  at  prefent.     That  was  a  fubjed  which  was  likely  foon  to  occur 
again,  and  upon  which  it  was  not  neceffary  to  urge  many  arguments. 
Qn  the  opening  of  the  budget  before  Chriftmas,    he  forgpt  one 
oroiiiQn  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  of  which  he  was  re- 
minded by  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to-night. 
It  reminded  him  alfo  of  what  an  honourable  friend  of  his  had  faid 
to  him  upon  that  budget :  that  they  had  not  heard  the  ufual  flouriih 
on  the  courfe  (^  exchange.     Now  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
came  forward  with  an  account  of  the  courfe  of  exchange  being  in 
our  favour,  and  of  exchange  having  returned  to  its  natural  channel. 
Now  if  the  fcarcity  of  money  had  been  owing  to  the  quantity  of  mo- 
ney going  out  of  this  country,  that  would  reduce  the  courfe  of  ex- 
phange,  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  boafted.    He 
.  wiibed.  the  rig^( honourable  gentleman  to  make  out  all  he  promifed 
.to  the  Public,  and  therefore  not  to  promife  too  much,  becaufe,  if 
he  was  often  faithlefs  to  his  promife,  the  Public  would  think  diat 
the  more  fplendid  his  promifes  were,  the  nK}re  likely  it  was  that  be 
•  only  made  them  to  deceive  the  country.  :  The  right  honourable  gcn- 
.tleoKi^  had.oonlidered  himfelf  .as  entitled  to  great  credit  for  taking 
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die  three  years  of  war  asa  ftandaid  of  our  income  in  time  of  pfeaec^ 
in  the  courfe  of  his  calculations  to-night*  He  admitted  indeed  that 
it  was  probable  that  our  commerce  would  increafe  in  time  of  peace^ 
and  he  hoped  it  would  do  fo  fpeedily  and  abundantly ;  but  he  was 
perfeftly  fure  it  would  not  do  fo  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  two  or 
three  years.  Had  it  done  fo  in  the  war  which  commenced  in  the 
year  1 7  56,  and  ended  in  1 763  ?  precifely  the  rcverfe.  The  years 
1 763  and  I764did  not  increafe  in  commerce  on  1761  and  1762. 
Nor  did  the  years  1783  and  1784  increafe  in  our  a»nmcrce  on 
1 78 1  and  1782.  Indeed  it  was  perfe^y  clear,  that  war  itfelf, 
from  various  reafons^  tended  Id  increafe  our  exportation,  and  to  in- 
creafe for  a  while  our  mantt&6iures,  although  it  tended  ultimately 
to  deftroy  both,  together  with  every  thing  dfe  that  was  valuable  in 
a  country.  This  was  evidently  the  cafe  in  former  wars ;  and  there- 
fore the  calculation  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  upon 
that  fubje<fl  was  fallacious  in  the  ufe  which  he  attempted  jto  make  of 
it.  There  was  another  obfervation  to  be  made^  which  was,  that 
this  mode  of  calculation  which  the  Minider  had  made  to-night  was 
erroneous  in  another  view ;  for  all  the  caufes  which  made  war  in- 
creafe our  exports,  applied  to  this  war  more  than  to  any  other. 
Was  that  all  ?  No.  We  had  not  only  added  thirty  millions  to 
our  debt  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  but  the  taxes  bore  a  greater  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  all  the  articles  taxed^  than  they  had  ever 
done  before ;  he  did  not  fee  therefore,  ardently  as  he  wifhed  for 
peace,  for  the  fake  of  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and  even  for  the 
ibibility  of  its  Conditution  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  that  that 
peace  would  at  once  increafe  the  revenue,  although  ultimately  he 
knew  it  would.  This  was  therefore  a  very  ferious  bufinefs  ;  for  fe- 
verely  as  the  people  of  this  country  were  taxed,  they  muft  be  taxed 
IKU  more  feverely  if  this  Government  was  to  be  fupported.  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  with  obferving  that  the  Public  had  a  right  to  know 
what  it  was  they  were  contending  for,  and  what  the  real  expence 
was  of  that  conteft,  indead  of  both  thefe  objedts  being,  as  hitherto 
they  had  been,  enveloped  in  darknefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  and  admitted  .that  were 
there  a  real  fcarcity,  an  unfunded  debt  might  not  only  be  fafe, 
but  in  fome  rcfpeds  convenient.  With  regard  to  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank,  they  were  not  of  fp  unprecedented  a  nature  as 
had  been  fuggefted.  In  the  fpring  of  1783,  and  when  it  muft 
have  accrued  during  the  adminiAration  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  the  whole  of  the  fum  advanced  by  the 
£ank  w^  not  lefs  than  1 1,279,0001.  He  had  already  dated,  that 
the  fcarcity  of  money  was  to  be  r^retted,  as  well  fiom  its.  cauie 
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m  its  tdlMtt ;  at  the  f»ne  tilhe  he  wttfied  to  regard  the  fabjeft  not 
only  inr  the  gloom?,  but  alfo  the  £ivourable  point  of  view.  He 
htd  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  extenlion  of  our 
trade  and  commereey '  expofed  as  they  were  to  the  various  riflts  and 
checks  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war ;  but,  when  (peaking  widi  fatis- 
ftdkm  of  increaling  exports,  he  certainly  referred  to  the  exporta- 
tion, not  of  money,  but  of  oUr  mercantile  coRHnodities.  Widi 
regard  to  the  Auftrian  Loan,  that,  heobferved,  had  been  fur- 
Hifhed,  not  in  money,  but  by  means  of  Exchequer  Bills.  The 
Increafing  commerce  of  this  eoontry,  could  not  be  accurately  cffi- 
mated  ftom  the  Cuftom-houfe  ftatements,  which,  in  p6int  af  (aA, 
lidl  far  (hort  of  the  reality,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  indicated 
diat  which  was  favourable  to  tfie  intcrefts  of'  this  country.  He 
next  adverted  to  the  argument  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
drawn  from  the  decreared  value  of  money,  as  tending  to  lUminiih 
die  value  of  our  e1q)orts,  and  obferved,  that  if  the  common  articles 
of  confdmption  were  dearer^  fo  alfo  were  the  more  valuable  com- 
Sltodities )  and  tiiat  if  articles  of  trade  ooft  more  in  making,  they 
(bid  for  a  price  proportion-ably  higher.  He  admitted  wtA  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  ah  increafe  of  revenue  Was  not  to  be 
Cltpc6led  immediately  after  the  rcturn  of  peace ;  but  in  a  Ihort 
lime  afterwards  he  was  perfuaded  the  increafe  would  be  con(i<kni* 
ble,  and  he  v^as  warranted  to  hold  forth  expcAadons  accordingly. 
Mr.  Pitt  next  expofed  the  inconfiftency  of  the  arguments  of  op- 
pofition,  when  at  one  tittic  it  Was  ftatcd,  that  the  war  was  pro- 
-dudive  of  the  lofs  of  revenue  and  commerce,  and  at  another  time 
we  Were  told,  that  war  was  the  parent  of  commerce,  and  that  wc 
muft  go  to  war  in  order  to  defend  it.  For  his  own  part,  he  looked 
to  an  honourable  peace  as  that  Which  would  be(V  tend  to  the  per- 
manent increafe  both  of  commerce  and  revenue,  for,  advantageous 
as  the  demands  of  war  were  lo  fome  branches  of  our  commerce 
and  mamifa(Sures,  they  could  by  no  means  counterbalance  the  ge- 
neral evil  arifing  from  that  obftruflion  to  the  free  circulation  of  the 
capital  of  this  country,  which  a  ftate  of  war  occafioned.  Mr. 
Pitt  then  explained  the  nature  and"  extent  of  the  navy  debt,  and 
argued,  that  with  1 7  millions  and  upwards  of  perrhanent  taxes, 
added  to  thofe  which  the  contimiance  of  the  war  demanded,  the 
funds  would  be  found  fuffici^nt  to  meet  every  exigence.  With 
f  egard  to  the  ftate  of  the  French  finances,  he  declared  he  had  not 
argued  from  arty  inference  of  his  own.  He  rfatcd  the  exprefi  de- 
claration of  the  Executive  Dircflory,  in  which  they  admitted  on 
Ae  1 8th  of  March,  that  the  only  refoorceleft  was  in  the  circu- 
lation «rf  mftndats  at  par  ;  and  yet,  on  the  10th  of  April  follow- 
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ing  dkcf  had  £illen  fo  low  at  Ae  twelfth  of  thrir  nomilial  value. 
He  was  therefore  warranted  in  contrafting  the  ruifxms  Aate  of  the 
French  finances,  with  the  piofperous  refources  of  this  oouatr]r.*<«i* 
He  di£&YOwed  any  intenticn  to  impute  improper  rootivea  to  anf 
Metxifaer  of  Parliament ;  nor  could  he  fuppofe  that  th^e  would 
be  found  one  gentleman  who  would  wilfully  depreciate  the  ce#> 
fources  of  this  country,  and  the  ftate.of  public  credit,  with  a  viev 
to  encourage  the  enemy ;  at  the  fame  time  it  was  with  pain  he 
had.ob&rved  Jnch  ftatements  in  the  .public  prints  as  unaToidably 
held  out  the  idea,  that  our  reiburces  were  fo  drained  aa  to  giiit 
die  enemy  a  fort  of  ri^t  to  di£bite  the  terms  of  i^eace.  Mr.  Pitt 
declaied  that  he  was  bound,  fipom  every  principle  of  duty,  oon- 
vidion,  and  regard  for  the  intcrefts  of  his  country,  to  counteraA 
the  pernicious  tendency^of  fuch  infinuations.  With  regard  to  the 
arrears  which  bad  happened  in  payments  diaigeable  on  the  Civil 
Lift,  he  regretted  the  circumfiance,  which  he  attributed  to  feme 
temporary  xiifficulties  ;  but  added,  that  the  necejQary  fteps  would 
be  taken  to  difcharge  them* 

Mr*  FOX  faid,  he  fo&  to  corred  the  right  honourable  getttlemaa 
in  one  remark,  which  he  had  given  as  his,  although  he  never  hn^ 
ttCed  <he  words,  or  could  poflibly  entertain  the  fentiment.  He,  had 
never  (aid  that  war  was  the  parent  of  commerce.  What  he  did  iajr 
was,  that  when  an  expenditure  of  fifty  millions  took  place,  in  con- 
iequence  of  die  exiflence  of  war,  a  great  part  of  the  money  ififucd 
muft  revert,  by  different  modes,  back^to  the  Exchequer,  a^ 
tfaeivby  in  one  (hape  increafe  the  revenue,  though  it  was  an  ia« 
creafe  of  no  real  advantage  to  the  nation.  In  this  point  of  view, 
therefore,  a  peace  muft  reduce  the  revenue  ^  and  this  was  not 
merely  dieory,  but  founded  on  fads  and  experience,  fupported 
by  what  was  known  to  be  the  ftate  of  the  revenue  at  the  conclufioo 
of  the  laft  two  wars.  He  faid,  with  regard  to  exports  it  was  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  in  war-time  the  merchants  over-rated  themt 
and  the  Cuftom-houfe  knowing  that,  ftated  them  at  leis  value. 

Mr.^  Chancellor  PITT  had  foigot  one  thing,  which  he  wiflied 
to  ftate — it  had  been  obferved  that  to  the  bonus  on  the  Loan  oi^ght 
to  ^  added  the  difcount  on  die  Exchequer  Bills,  which  were  So  be 
taken  in  part  pc^ment.  He  muft  fay  that  this  was  a  very  fimll 
part  indeed,  and  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  ContcaAors.-^ 
500,0001.  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  fuppofed,  after  the  terms  of  the  Loan  were  known,  that  they 
would  difpofe  of  them  under  par. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppdfe 
any  p^irt  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman's  fpeech^  which  he 
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thought  did  credit  to  hiinfelf  and  to  the  nation :  what  he  meant 
was,  to  make  fome  obfervadons  upon  the  Loan,  though  not  upon 
the  •  tenns  of  it.  It  was  to  all  intents  and  purpc^es,  and  contrary 
to  the  approved  fyftem,  a  (hut-up  loan ;  and  campetition,  to  Ins 
knowledge,  had  been  ofiered  by  fifteen  or  iiscteen  refpedable  boafes 
in  the  city,  but  they  had  received  no  anfwer,  nor  any  reafon  why 
their  terms  were  not  admitted.  Meilrs.  Boyd  and  Benfield  fecmed 
to  have  a  fort  of  claim,  ftomthe  terms  of  the  former  Loan ;  but, 
while  they  infifted  on  this  claim  for  themfdves,  they~~denied  it  to 
others  who  had  been  fubfcribers  to  the  former  Loan,  thus  refiifing, 
to  perfons  equally  entitled,  what  tliey  claimed  to  themfelves.  He 
again  faid,  that  it  was  not  the  terms  he  found  foult  with,  but  the 
monopoly  that  was  eftablifhed  contrary  to  the  fyflem  of  fair  and 
open  competition,  and  which  was  attended  with  inconvdueoce  to 
many.  He  wifhed  to  know  how  long  this  was  to  laft,  and  why 
this  exdufive  right  to  all  Government  Loans  was  invefled  in  the 
piefent  Contra£tora? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  regretted  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
Loan  was  made  had  given  any  ofience,  and  flated  the  nature  of  the 
agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  widi  Meflrs.  Boyd,  Ben-, 
field,  and  Co.  in  December  laft,  by  which  he  was  tied  up  bom 
making  any  additional  loan,  and  that  more  money  bei^g  found  ne» 
ceiTary  before  that  time  expired  than  was  then  expedited  would  be 
wanted,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  clofe  with  the  prefent  Con- 
tradtors,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  he  hoped  that  the  monied  men 
in  the  city  would  become  indiredly  fharers  in.  it.  The  prefent 
Loan,  as  to  the  terms  of  it^  was  one  of  the  few  with  regaid  to 
which  he  was  the  lefs  forry  at  having  departed  from  the  fyftem  q( 
competition,  in  as  much  as  there  was  no  other  fet  of  men  who  had 
lefs  inducement,  from  the  fcrip  which  they  held,  to  raife  the  terms 
of  this  loan  than  the  prefent  Contradbrs  ;  and,  whilft  he  avowed 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
prefTed  his  perfuafion,  that  the  terms  of  the  Loan  would  be  found 
favourable,  under  the  exifting  circumfhnces  of  the  country. 

Mr.  GREYf  after  remarking  that  the  mercantile  houfe  with 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  formed  a  kind  of  ex-i 
cluiive  connexion  as  to  Loans,  was  **  a  fort  of  levbthan  rifing 
pre-eminent  in  the  ocean,  ^  and  covering  the  furrounding  fpace  widi 
its  blubber  and  fins,''  condemned  the  condudl  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  for  making  an  infufficient  provifion  in  the  laft 
Loam  for  the  current  expences  of  the  year,  fo  that  before  the 
term  of  that  engagement  was  expired,  another  loan  was  wanted, 
anci  a  departure  found  neccflfary  from  the  fyflem  of  coropetidon. 
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He  declared  he  iloubted  much  whether  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man might  not  want  to  make  a  hew  loan,  and  to  enter  into  a  frcfli 
engagement  with  Boyd  and  Co.  before  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
fent.     Mr.  Grey  added  that  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  correflcd  his  (latement  refpcfling 
the  amount  of  the  navy  debt  contrafted  in  the  courfe  jof  laft  year, 
but  thought  that  he  ought  to  have  provided,  not  merely,  as  ftated 
by  him,  for  the  fum  of  three  millions  and  odd,  but  for  the  whole' 
of  that  debt,  amounting  to  7,600,0001.  as  well  as  for  the  intcreft 
of  the  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund  up  to  July.   With 
regard  to  the  peace  eilablifhment  he  calculated,  that  upon  the  fup- 
pofition  of  peace  being  rcftored  within  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
there  would   be  a  confiderable  redu£iion  in  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  with  an  increafed  annual  expenditure  from  feventecn  to 
twenty-one  millions.     Hq  proceeded  to  remark  on  what  fell  from 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  refpedling  the  arrears  of  payment 
due  on  the  Civil  Lift,  and  to  officers  of  the  army,  &c.     "  He 
acknowledges  that  a  fufficient  fum  has  not  come  into  the  Exche- 
quer to  make  good  thcfc  payments,  and  he  thinks  (it  to  call  this  an 
inconvenience  ;  but  (faid  Mr.  Grey)  I  call  it  an  impofition,  as  it  is 
an  exprefs  violation  of  two  A6\s  of  Parliament,  and  the  Minifter 
of  this  country  who  (hall  dare  to  apply  money  brought  into  the 
Exchequer  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  voted  by  Parliament, 
deferves  impeachment.''     Mr.  Grey  expre(red  his  difapprobation 
of  this  fre(h  Budget  being  brought  forth  at  this  late  period  of  the 
Seflion,  when  many  gentlemen  were  gone  into  the  country,  and 
alluded  to  the  reported  Loan  to  the  Emperor ;  he  hoped  that  if  a 
meafure  of  this  confequence  was  intended  to  be^  brought  forward, 
previous  notice  would  be  given,  and  that  there  would  be  a  call  of 
the  Houfe  before  it  was  fuiFered  to  pafs. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  what  had  pafled 
on  a  former  night,  he  applied  to  the  Barrack-mafter-general,  who 
had  given  him  this  explanation;  that  about  243,0001.  had  been 
expended  for  barracks  in  Great  Britain,  64,000!.  for  the  Iflands 
of  Jcrfey  and  Guernfey,  and  the  few  thoufand  pounds  remaining 
for  various  articles  that  could  not  properly  be  daffed  under  any  of 
die  defcriptions  in  the  account. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  begged  the  attention  of  the  Committee  but 
for  only  a  few  minutes,  for  he  would  not  enter  at  laige  on  the  va- 
rious topics  that  had  been  brought  under  con(idefation.  He  would 
iirft  obferve,  that  the  complaint  of  monied  men,  at  not  being  per- 
Knitted  to  Contribute  their  (hare  to  relieve  the  neceflities  of  the  State, 
was  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  flouri(hing  condition  of  our  refources,  an^ 
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left  no  neceflity  for  eloquence  to  de<ilaiin  on  the  contrail  between  our 
fituatioHy  and  that  of  the  enemy.  They  were' obliged  to  have  rr- 
courfe  to  violence  to  extort  a  forced  loan,  while  monied  gentlemen 
among  us,  with  the  generous  impulfe  of  patriotic  magnanimity, 
Yicrc  rivalling  the  Roman  Curtius,  and  vying  with  each  other  who 
fhould  firft  plunge  into  the  unfathomable  gulph  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  He  alluded  to  the  many  financial  contefts  that  had  taken 
place  hctwtcn  him  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  it  was 
.  of  importance  that  he  had  recorded  his  opinion  on  the  Journals  of 
the  Houfe.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  after  having  loif 
,  attempted  to  delude  the  Houfe,  had  at  laft  come  over  to  his  opi- 
nion. QucAions  of  finance  were  not  fit  fubjeds  for  declamation 
and  eloquence.  When  peace  was  obtained,  he  would  undertake 
to  prove,  that  inftead  of  a  furplus  million,  the  peace-efiabliihment 
could  not  be  under  twenty-three  millions.  He  dated  the  expqidi- 
ture  of  the  peace-cftablifhment  of  1783,  at  feventecn  millions, 
and  if  during  nine  years  peace  it  had  never  decreafcd  from  this,  he 
had  a  right  to  aiTume,  tluit  if,  at  the  end  of  this  war,  the  peace- 
«ftabli(hment  was  twenty-three  millions,  it  could  not  be  Icfs  for 
the  next  nine  years.  l"he  long-promifed  day  when  the  revenue  of 
the  country  was  to  be  equal  to  its  expenditure,  had  never  yet 
come,  and  he  verily  believed  never  would  come. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  went  over  the  grounds  of  his  fbrmef 
argument,  that  there  would  be  above  one  million  excefs  of  revenue 
above  the  peace  edablifhment. 

General  SMITH  was  furprife3  to  hear  fo  much  faid  about  the 
prefent  fiate  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  as  affording  any  new  or  fironger 
reliance  on  the  Company's  paying  their  500,0601.  than  we  had 
before.  He  was  afraid  the  fituation  of  the  Elafl-Indies  was  not 
known,  and  he  dreaded  much  from  the  difcontents  that  prevailed 
*  in  the  army.  If  the  regulations  did  not  reach  India  before  the 
forces  that  were  now  fent  there,  he  would  not  predidt  the  conk- 
quences  which  might  enfue. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  when  Eafl-India  finances  can^e  un- 
der difcuffion,  the  honourable  general  would  have  a  fair  opportu- 
nity of  flating  the  inability  under  which  he  fuppofed  the  Eaft-India 
Company  to  labour.  As  to  the  other  infinuations  thrown  out  bj 
him  refpeding  the  difpofition  of  the  army  in  that  country,  they 
were  all  wholly  unfounded,  and  he  could  not  but  confider  them  as  a 
libel  on  thofe  officers  whofe  fervices  the  honourable  general  had  lb 
often  extolled  in  the  higbeft  terms. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  faid,  the  regulations  had  been  ient  out,  and 
anfwers  received  approving  of  them* 
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General  SMITH  denied  the  fa£t ;  they  had  only  been  fent  out 
in  February  lad.  He  vindicated  himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  li- 
belling the  Eaft- India  officers  and  army,  whole  honour  and  inte* 
reils,  on  the  contrary,  he  would  be  ever  proud  to  protefl. 

The  refolutions  were  put  and  agreed  to  without  a  divifion,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefdayt  April  l()»    - 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  when,  upon  the  firil  refolution  being  put, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  dated,  that  he  intended  to  have  made  fome 
obfcrvations  upon  the  terms  of  the  loan  lad  night,  but  on  account 
of  the  great  length  of  time  taken  up  by  other  gentlemen,  he  thought 
proper  to  defer  them  till  to-day.     It  was  in  the  rccolledlion  of  every 
gentleman,  he  prefumed,  that,   after  the  laft  loan  was  contradled 
for,  he  moved  a  refolution  of  different  import  to  that  adopted  by 
the   Houfe ;  and,  to  ufe  an  cxpreffive  phrafe  of  an  honourable^ 
friend  laft  light,  many  gentlemen  were  dragged  through  the  mire 
to  vote  for  that  adopted  refolution.     In  whatever  view  he  confi- 
dcrcd  the  terms  of  that  loan,  it  was  difficult  to  reconcile  them  with 
the  terms  of  this,  for  he  infifted  that  there  was  at  leaft  a  difference 
of  three  per  cent,  between  them,  which  conftitutcd  a  bonus  to  the 
contra<?lors  on  the  former.     Though  the  coincidence  of  collateral 
circumftanccs  did  not  always  amount  to  mathematical  demonftra- 
tion,  they  amounted  to  prefumptivc  proof,  and  thence  he  argued 
that  the  bargain  for  the  old  loan,  for  fo  it  was  to  be  diftinguiffied^ 
althougjh  fo  recently  contrafted  for,  was  half  a  million  unfavourable 
to  the  public,  inafmuch  as  three  per  cent,  more  was  given  to  the 
contradtors  than  another  gentleman  would  have  taken  it  at,  and  the 
bonus  upon  it  was  cxadly  three  per  cent,  more  than  the  bonus  upon 
this.     Now  it  was  neceflary  to  inquire  under  what  ciraimftances 
both  the  loans  were  bargained  for,  that  the  profit  (hould  be  fo  much 
more  at  one  time  than  another.     When  the  bonus  was  given  upon 
the  old  loan,  it  was  to  be  remarked  that  thirty  per  cent,  was  paid 
upon  it,  that  it  was  free  from  all  burdens,  which  circumftance  uni- 
formly tends  to  deprefs  the  premium.     If  the  parties  therefore  who 
purchafe  a  loan,  give  lefs  for  one  in  April  than  they  did  in  the  pre- 
ceding December,  it  was  neceflary  to  account  for  it.     There  was  an 
cxpreffion  he  remarked  in  the  refolution-^with  a  view  to*  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  fum  borrowed.     What  was  the  magnitude  ?     A  pre* 
mium'of  feven  per  cent,  came  out  in  the  market  upon  it,  without 
any  rife  in  the  funds,  and  with  refpe£t  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fum 
borrowed,   it  could  only  afFc£t  the  terms  of  the  loan.     The  qucC- 
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tion  then  was,  how  far  fuch  a  futn  could  lower  the  fonds  more  than 
this  ?  The  magnitude  of  the  fum  wanted,  widiin  one,  two,  or 
three  million,  was  known  before  it  was  bargained  for,  and  every 
effort  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  contradlors  to  depreciate  the  (locks 
previous  to  the  bargain.  Long  before  the  batgain  was  concluded  it 
was  known  that  a  loan  would  be  wanted,  and  it  was  known  to  be 
for  about  (ixteen  millions.  It  could  not  be  upon  that  ground  then, 
that  the  bonus  was  given.  -  What  were  the  grounds  then  ?  Was 
th^re  any  difficulty  in  raifing  the  money  ?  No,  fo  far  from  it,  that 
three  parties  were  known  to  have  offered  for  it  if  competition  had 
been  allowed.  Was  it  on  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  monied  market 
at  home?  This  was  proved  not  to  be  the  cafe,  not  only  by  the 
anfwer  to  the  laft  propofition,  but  by  the  advantage  being  on  the 
other  fide  in  favour  of  the  new  loan,  when  a  great  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney i$  acknowledged.  Did  it  arife  then  from  the  profpedh  of  fi- 
nance ?  No !  for  the  profpefls  were  in  favour  of  the  Public,  fince 
at  that  time  fanguine  expectations  were  entertained  with  refpe^  to 
peace,  which  n«w,  comparatively  fpeaking,  were  entirely  and 
comj}letely  demoli(hed.  If  thefe  be  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
and  he  prefumed  no  perfon  would  contend  that  they  were  not,  every 
argument  he  ufed  before,  that  a  better  bargain  upon  the  old  loan 
might  have  been  made,  was  now  confirmed.  He  might  appeal  to 
every  gentleman,  or  rather  he  would  undertake  to  aflfure  eveiy  gen- 
tleman, fince  few  of  them,  he  apprehended,  were  converfant  in  bu- 
finefs  of  this  nature,  that  if  Minifters  had  gone  to  open  competition 
ppon  the  old  loan,  they  might  have  had  it  taken  off  their  hands  by 
the  very  fame  contractors  on  the  identical  terms  that  they  had  taken 
this.  If  the  two  loans  had  been  bargained  for  in  two  difierent 
years,  and  had  no  conncdlion  with  each  other,  the  difi&rence  of 
premium  might  be  allowed,  but  this  laft  loan  of  fcven  millions  and 
a  half  was  the  fupplement  to  that  of  eighteen  millions,  and  the 
payments  were  to  be  cotemporaneous  payments,  or  rather  the  pay- 
ments upon  the  la(^  loan  wfcre  to  be  made  in  a  fhorter  time  than  the 
payments  on  the  former.  By  this  means,  however,  the  arguments 
pf  the  difEculty  of  obtaining  a  loan  of  fuch  magnitude  might  apply 
in  the  other  cafe,  they  would  not  apply  in  the  prefent,  fbtthe  diffi- 
culties of  paying  the  inftalments  on  the  old  loan  were  increafed  by 
the  additional  indalments  on  the  new,  land  vice  verja.  He  did  not 
mean  to  move  any  refolutlon  to  refcind  the  refolution  propofed  by 
.  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Douglas)  not  then 
prefent,  but  he  conceived  fome  better  reafon  ought  to  be  given  by 
the  Houfe  for  having  come  to  fuch  a  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid^  whether  the  h(xiourable  gentleman 
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intended  to  bring  forward  a  motion  to  refciAd  that  refolution  or  not, 

w^s  in  his  own  bread  to  determine ;  but  if  he  were  inclined  to  do 

it,  he  could  not  do  fo  until  the  prefent  motion  was  difpofed  of. 

What  he  had  faid,  howevetf  was  no  argument  againft  the  prefent 

queftion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  that  the  prefent  queftioti 

was  fo  good,  that  the  other,    comparatively  viewed,  was  not  fo 

good  as  it  ought  to  have  been.     He  was  extremely  happy  to  find, 

that  the  merit  of  the  prefent  loan  received  the  approbation  of  fo  nice 

a  critic,  and  therefore  fmce  they  were  unanimous,  he  concluded 

the  beft  way  would  be  to  put  their  unanimity  into  adion,  and  pafs 

the  rcfolution.     In  refpc(3  to  the  terms  of  the  former  loan,  he  was 

gmded  in  his  judgement  by  a  general  view  of  the  circum(hinces  at 

the  time.     Whether  he  drew  his  conclufions  from  right  premife^ 

or  not,  the  Houfe  had  fmce  an  opportunity  to  decide ;  but  if  he 

had  not,  he  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  all  human 

efforts  are  liable  to  error.     He  had  done,  however,  for  the  beft. 

When  he  bargained  to  fo  laige  an  amount,  he  was  aware  of  the 

referve  of  unfunded  debt,  and  had  fome  idea  of  an  imperial  loan* 

whence  he  expedited  the  produdlion  of  the  loan  would  create  a  fall 

in  the  ftocks  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent,  which  certainly 

would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  His  Majefty's  meffage  had  not  arrived 

at  the  time  it  did,  and  of  which  he  had  then  no  apprehenfion: 

this  was  die  reafon  why  he  agreed  to  give  the  contradtors  a  highejr 

bonus  upon  the  loan  of  December,  and  this  made  the  difference 

between  that  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  and  the  prefent  one  of  feven 

and  a  half.     But  if  he  had  known  beforehand  that  the  flocks  had 

(hewn  a  tendency  to  rife,  he  (hould  certainly  have  made  the  pre- 

mium  Icfs.     He  adled  folely  on  his  judgement  for  the  beft,  and 

whether  he  judged  rightly,   he  fubmitted  to  the  candour  of  the 

Houfe,  as  he  only  rofe  to  ftate  the  grounds  on  which  his  judgement 

was  formed. 

Mn  FRANCIS  (aid,  the  tranfadlion  of  the  laft  loan  had  been 
fufiiciently  difcufted,  and  he  was  fure  that  by  this  time  it  was  pretty 
well  underftood,  at  leaft  by  the  Public.  He  (hould  therefore  only 
offer  a  (ingle  obfervation  on  fomething  that  had  juft  fallen  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  afferted  that,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances  then  exifting, 
he  did  expedit  that  there  would  be  i^  confiderable  fall  of  the  ftocks, 
from  one  to  two  per  cent,  upon  the  produdtion  of  the  laft  loan  in 
December ;  and  that,  for  that  reafon,  he  had  yielded  to  give  the 
contrafiors  a  higher  bonus  on  that  loan.  Mr.  Francis  obferved, 
that  fuppofing  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  felt  that  ap- 
prchenfion»  and  not  to  have  had  the  meffage  at  that  time  at  all  in 
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his  eonteinplatlony  he  had  certainly  taken  a  vexy  efiedual  courfe  to 
prevent  its  cfFcA,  viz.  by  the  meffage-  He  then  dated  a  feft,  on 
nvhich  he  wifhed  for  information  and  explanation — that  two  afi$ 
of  Pariiament  have  been  pafTed  in  this  feiTioni  to  enable  Govern- 
ment to  iffuc  3,500,0001.  Exchequer  bills,  to  replace  the  fame 
amount  held  by  the  Bank.  It  is  now  found  neceflary  to  relieve  the 
Bank  from  this  load,  and  money  is  raifed  by  the  prefent  loan  to 
pay  off  the  3,500,0001.  Exchequer  bills,  which  the  Bank  boW. 
This  then  makes  the  iffue  of  that  fum  in  Exchequer  bills,  accord- 
ii^  to  the  former  twO  a<Ss  of  Parliament,  unneceflTary  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  But  the  a£ls  remain  in  force,  and  having  been  pafTed  this 
ieflion,  cannot  be  repealed.  The  Minifter  then  may  ffill  iffue 
this  fum  in  Exchequer  bills,  if  his  neceflities  (hould  increafe,  for 
fcrvices  which  were  not  in  our  contemplation,  and  over  which  wc 
can  have  no  previous  control ;  at  leaft  he  had  the  power ;  and  ad* 
mitting  that  in  fa£t  he  had  no  intention  to  ufe  it,  (till  there  ought 
to  be  a  parliamentary  reftraint  over  the  poflible  exercife  of  fuch  i 
power.  Mr.  Francis  then  dated  a  faft  which  he  had  learned  fincc 
he  came  into  the  Houfe,  and  on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  or  fome  of  the  gentlemen  near  him,  might  be  better  in- 
formed. That  whereas  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laft 
night  dated  it,  among  the  advantages  of  the  prefent  loan,  that  by 
funding  or  providing  for  three  millions  and  a  half  of  Exchequer 
bills,  the  market  would  be  greatly  relieved,  and  the  credit  of  that 
fort  of  paper  raifed  in  proportion.  He  was  ncverthelefs  aifured  from 
unqueftionablc  authority,  that  Exchequer  bills  iffued  or  offered  for 
falc  this  very  day,  were  bought  at  the  enormous  difcount  of  five 
per  cent,  notwithftanding  the  operation  which  he  had  before  alluded 
to,  and  from  which  fo  great  an  advantage  had  been  promifed  and 
expefled.    Was  this  a  fact,  or  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty 
in  point  of  form  to  repeal  the  atSls  of  the  Legiflature  pafTed  in  the 
prefent  feflion  ;  but  if  any  jealoufy,  which  he  admitted  to  be  per* 
fedtly  conftitutional  and  juft,  were  entertained  that  the  Executive 
Government  would  poffibly  abufe  the  power  unintentionally  given 
by  thefe  bills,  he  conceived  the  propereft  way  would  be  to  fdcA 
fome  mode  by  which  the  evil  might  be  guarded  againfi,  and 
the  mode  tliat  appeared  to  him  to  be  moft  parliamentary,  was 
cither  by  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  inferting  a  claufe  in  the 
prefent  loan  bill^  or  by  moving  a  refolution  to  a  limilar  cffcfl. 
As  to  the  other  circumftance  he  fufpedled  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  accurate  in  his  exprelTjon,  or  at  Icafl  not  Accurate  in  his  in- 
formation ;  for  he  knew  of  no  Exchequer  bills  that  had  been  iffued 
to-day,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay  none  Mbdbcen  iffacd.     If  smy 
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Exchequer  bills  had  been  brought  to-day  rata  the  market,  and  dir* 
counted  at  the  rate  the  hcxiourable  gentleman  had  dated,  they  mud 
have  been  bills  previoully  iflued.  And  in  regard  to  the  operation  which 
he  had  ventured  to  predial  from  die  relief  of  the  market  by  providing 
for  three  millions  and  a  half  of  Exchequer  billsy  )\p  had  to  obferve 
that  the  Refolution  to  that  effcA  did  not  become  an  zSt  of  the 
Houfe,  till  it  was  reported ;  after  which  he  indulged  himfelf  in 
the  hope  that  his  predidtion  would  be  fulfilled. 

Mr.  GREY  thought  it  wrong  to  let  the  a£ls  for  enabling  Govern- 
ment to  iiTue  Exchequer  bills  and  replace  the  fame  after  the  relief 
afforded  to  the  Bank,  remain  in  force  without  fome  provifional 
reftraint ;  and  he  hoped  thktf  fome  way  or  other,  either,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  by  an  addrcfs  to  His  Ma- 
jefty/  a  claufe  in  the  prefent  loan  bill,  or  by  moving  a  refolution, 
that  re(traint  would  be  provided.  In  refpe^  to  the  other  tranfac* 
tion,  itfurprifed  him,  after  3,500,000!.  of  Exchequer  bills  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  Bank,  that  Exdiequer  bills  (hould  be  brought  to 
market  at  fuch  a  difcount.  Thefe  bills,  he  obferved,  were  iiTued 
to  the  office  of  Ordnance  as  part  of  a  payment  of  the  arrears  which 
were  due  there,  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  every  other  office  under 
Government,  and  afterwards  negociated  by  that  o^oe  ;  and  one  of 
them  had  been  purchafed  by  a  friend  of  his  at  a  difcount  of  five  per 
cent.  This*  matter  he  thought  worth  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  (hould  certainly  include  it  in  the  pxopofition  of  inculpation 
of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  fo  foon 
as  he  could  procure  the  papers  he  had  moved  for,  lince,  if  they 
had  not  violated  the  letter  they  had  violated  the  fpirit  of  the  law, 
by  ufing  that  money  for  arrears  which  was  voted  for  profpefiive 
fcTviccs. 

'the  other  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  then  read,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  M^  Hobart, 
ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  bills  upon  the,  fame. 

Mr.  MARTIN  recommended  the  condition  of  the  French  emi* 
grants  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  they  were  not  paid  dieir 
foiall  allowance* 

Mr.  DENT  moved  for  the  commitment  of  the  bill  for  the 
fpeedy  conveyance  of  ele£tion  writs  on  Friday  next. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  S ARGE ANT  brought  up  fome  papers  relative  to  the  army 
in  India,  which  Were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  THORNTON  gave  notice  that  an  honourable  friend  of 
his,  who  was  at  prefent  prevented  (irom  attending  by  illnefs,  intended 
to  introduce  fome  farther  limitations  into  the  (lave  carrying  bill, 
when  that  till  came  to  be  reported.     Th6  limitations  he  propofed 
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Iverc  to  increafc  the  tonnage  of  (hips,  and  not  allow  the  traders  to 
employ  more  (hips,  or  import  more  (laves,  in  any  veiTel,  than  they 
do  at  prefcnt. 

The  SPJE AKgR  informed  hini  that  if  the  filiations  were  to  be 
inforced  by  pecuniary  penalties,  they  muft  be  introduced  in  the 
Committee ;  if  not,  they  might  be  introduced  on  the  report. 

IVedneJday^   20th  April. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  pit' 
vent  the  dealing  of  pewter  pots  being  read,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  diat 
it  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  DENT  (aid  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  Houfe  ought  ever  to 
tegard  with  jealoufy  fuch  bills  as  were  introduced  to  ferve  the  inte* 
refted  views  of  individuals.  He  had  heard  a(rertions  made  on  t 
former  evening  rcfpedling  the  approbation  of  the  Pewtdrers'  Com- 
pany to  the  objedl  of  this  bill ;  but  fo  ^r  from  this  being  the  h&f 
he  was  inftru6led  to  fay  that  that  Company  would  have  petitioned 
againft  it,  had  the  full  extent  of  thi«  bill  been  fairly  dated  to  them. 
In  (a£t,  he  could  not  perceive  what  need  the  publican  had  to  2y)ply 
lor  an  2.Gt  of  Parliament  to  refufe  to  carry  his  pots  to  the  houfis  of 
his  cuftomers,  as  the  remedy  lay  in  his  hands.  This  bill,  in  its 
Operation,  would  aflfedt  the  interefts  of  various  deicriptions  of 
charaders.  It  would  interfere  with  the  citv  of  Londoa<  who  had 
the  privilege  of  impreflfing  a  (lamp  on  pots  ufed  in  the  city,  and  de« 
living  a  revenue  therefrom  ;  it  would  afFeft  that  part  of  the  Prince 
•of  Wales's  revenue  which  was  derived  from  the  Stanari^  in  Own- 
wall,  the  pewter- pot  being  compounded  of  tin  and  lead,  mixed  with 
another  compOfition.  With  refpe^St  to  the  affertion,  that  the  pub- 
licans fuftained  an  annual  lofs  of  ioo,oool.  by  their  having  pewter 
pots  ftolen,  he  believed  the  amount  ftated  to  be  grofsly  exaggerated) 
for  he  let^/it  upon  inquiry,  that  the  fum  ftated  exceeded  the  value 
of  all  the  pewter-pots  in  ufe,  and  that  inftead  of  i  oo,oool.  the  fum 
fell  (hort  of  40,000!. — ^The  pcwterers  were  but  few  in  numberi 
nor  exceeding  forty.  If  then  he  found  reafon  to  difbelleve  the 
affertions  which  were  made  in  one  inftance,  he  ^ould  not  but  hefitate 
in  admitting  them  to  their  full  extent  in  others;  Mr.  Dent  de- 
clared at  the  faitie  time,  that  it  would  ferve  to  remove  one  objec- 
tion to  the  bill,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  bring  in  a 
daufe  to  prevent  pewterers  from  buying  fuch  metal  in  the  mafs  u 
tiiat 'whereof  pewter-pots  were  made,  it  being  the  cuftom  with  po^- 
ftcalers  to  fell  them  to  old-iron  (hops,  and  when  melted  into  one 
mafs,  they  re-fold  them  to  the  pcwterers.  He  faid,  it  was  com- 
puted that  above  7000  publicans  ufed  thcfe  pewter-pots,  and  it  was 
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tbeir  cuAqqi  ^b  !to.  employ  one  |)br(bn  at  l<aft  to  cahy  thtfm  out  to : 
their  cuftomers ;  by  this  bill,  then,  about  7000  perfons  would  be 
turned  out  into  the  59^orl4,  Witl^ouC  the  means  of  gaining  their  live- 
lihood. Inftcad  c(f  fuch.a  bill  asthis,  Mr.  Dcpt  faid,  he  would 
rather  propofe,  th^t  the  publican  (hm\d  enter  the  names  of  perfons 
to.whom  ppner  wasrfent  out,  and  have  his  Dcmedy  if  they  were  not 
returned.  He  had  been  informed,  however,  that,  the  chief  lob 
fuAain^d  in  tl^e  aitiele  of  pewter-pots  was  not  out  of,  but  in  the 
pQblic-houles.  .Were  th^  working  p<^fde  to  pmvide  their  own  pots, 
or  otherwifo  be  deprived  of  porter  being  brought  to  them  from  the 
public- ho^fesi  the  confequence  vpould  be,  that,,  by  going  to  drink 
their  porter  $ic  the  publio-houfes,  they  would  be  tempted  to  fpend 
tbeir  money,  particularly  upon  receiving  their  wages,  a  great  part 
of  .which  weuld  go  to  the  publicaqsy  inftead  of  fupporting  thjeir 
families.  Various  ^ere  the  leflfer  inconveniences  to  which  this  bill 
would  fubjeA  the  poor,  as  well  as  thofq  who  carried  out  the  porter  ; 
he  *i)iould  dierdfoie  oppofe  the  feoond  reading  of  the  bill,  and  if  this 
were  catrried,  ihoiild  Qx>ve  that .  it  be  poftponed  to  fome  future 
period.   .        ' 

Mr.  BUXTON  nynarM,  th^t  if  the  bill  was  in  itfelf  a  good 
ofiei  it  vras  Ipfs  material,  if  it  Ihould  even  affeA  the  revenue  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  He  argued  in  favqur  pf  the  bill  principally  upon 
the  ground  of  its^  taking  siway  the;  t^Q^ptatipn  to  th^.  No  kfs 
diat^  fcvftn  conyi^tioqs  out  of  ten,  .atjt))e  laft  Weftmtnfter  feflions^ 
were  for  this  offence  ;  and  it  was  fvirely  a  matter  of  importance  for 
the  'Houfe  to  ufe  means  to  take  away,  tlie  incitement  to  commit  4 
crime.  • 

Mr.  DENT  ^explained,  and  aocoiuitM  in  a  meafqre  for  the 
Wabm  of  con^Aions  for  this  offenoe,  fiom  the  publicans  having 
cmcred  into  fubicfiptions  \n  order  to  bring  people  to  punifliment 
who  were  chaigpab^e,  Ityith  this  crime..  . 

]Mr.  FRANCi$  faid>  that  inftead  of  oonfidcring  whole  interefta 
wQipId  bp  !lffc4WJ?y,  ^aI^Ij  tho  firft.qjicftion  was,  t^e  propriety 
sind  juflioe  of  this.mff^fo^e. ,  With  r^g^d  to  the  pewterers,  he cer-r 
tainly  thought -th^toyt  of  the  loffes  fuftained  by  publicans  in  their 
pqt^, ,  they  ha4  f)9.  right  to  derive  a  pc^t  4  >ut  as  matters  fiood  at 
liliefent^  the.micve  pots,  the  publicaps,  loftj  the  more  did  thopewter- 
«rft:aui,ke*  He  Cf^nP^ived  ^t  the  Houfe  would  never  countenance 
a  tn|de  epoaaia^i^^ybj' l^  criminal  a4l  of  n^elting  down  pewter-pott 
lfi(9  9  ma&,  '^nd jbe  cQi^d  even  wi(h  for  a  daufe  making  it  penal  for 
pppfec^r^.-tobiqrfhsii.  metal  in  fuoha  fiate.  It  had  been  fuggefted 
by  ^  opponents  t&  this  bill,  that  ijf  k  ,was  pafledf  the  revenue  de- 
lved from  poctK  inj^t  fuffer  a  deiii)kationt     This  be  doubted  \ 
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hat  were  h  fcr,  be  ebold  iM  ibt  ffii^agadnft  tile  inpoitaiice  of  the 
friytr  of  tbe  publicans. 

General  SMITH  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Prmce  of  Wales,  lb 
Bt  from  obje^ng,  woold  be  Well  pleafed,  even  If  hb  revenue  from 
tin  foflfeted  fame  dimimirion,  provided  that  good  was  done  to  the 
ihorals  of  the  oommunicy ;  but  with  regard  to  rtie  prefent  bill,  be 
was  of  opinion  tfilt  it  ought  not  to  pais  into  a  law ;  he  faw  no 
neoeffity  to  require  it ;  he  Confideied  angr  thing  lilte  contpuljion  or 
interference  in  matters  of  trade  or  commerce  to  be  improper ;  and  iit 
iih  prefent  cafe,  the  Houft  was  called  on  to  frame  a  compulflve  law 
in  a  matter  wherein  thofo  who  Ire  to  be  benefited  may  ferve  diem^ 
Mvesby  their  own  deed,  without  applying  to  t^irilament.  He  own^d 
that  when  he  ftrft  heard  diat  f  oo,o00L  firas  anmxdly  loft  by  the 
article  of  pewtef-pots  fluleni  he  was  alarftied  \  but  he  had  finee 
teamed  that  the  whole  amount  of  fuch  potsannusdly  made  in  Lon- 
don did  not  exceed  25,000!. 

Mr.  FOX  contended  diat  tfie  Angle  evidence  of  any  itietebcr 
WJis  not  fuffieient  to  outweigh  the  ftatement  df  the  piA>licans  in  diesf 
petition ;  with  refpedl  therefore  to  the  aflertion  that  the  pubBcafii 
^id  nbt  fuftain  the  lofs  of  1 06,00 ol.  by  ^  pradice  of  lea^Dg 
pots  at  the  hdufes  of  their  eulbmers,  he  need  otily  fay,  dtat  h  was 
tflfcrted  and  not  di({)mved.  But  fuppofe  the  Idfs  did  not  amount  t& 
ft)  iai);e  a  fuin,  ftiU  it  cbuld  not  be  contended  that  it  did  not  aniount 
to  a  fum  Very  oonfidenble  in  peine  of  magnitude ;  indeed  the  peti- 
tion was  In  itfelf  a  pmof  of  ttUs,  becSiuiTe  the  publicans  would  never 
eome  to  Parliament  for  fiich  a  meafure  linlefs  It  was  important  to 
them,  and  it  certainly  could  not  be  important  in  any  but  a  pecuniary 
%iew;  He  had  h^rd  bbjeAioRS  t6  this  bill,  which  were  ineonfiflent 
With  eacti  other ;  at  one  time  H  was  objeded  that  this  was  a  meirfBre 
fued  for  by  the  rich  ailbciated  publicans,  and  not  by  the  poor  ones: 
It  was  widi  the  fame  breath  eA>je^d,  that  thtir  view  was  to  draw 
poor  people  to  the  public  houfe,  that  they  might  be  led  to  cotAme 
more  porter  by  company,  and  which  takes  place  ftom  flich  iiMer- 
courfe^  Ae  natural  progrefs  to  intoxication  ;  but  furely  ttotHng  eckild 
be  more  ihconliflent  than  fuch  objeAions,  betauft  It  Was  kimmthat 
Ihe  poor  pieople  frequented  ^  houfes  df  the  pooitr  publicans,  and 
that  die  rich  publicans  did  nbt  Wi(h  for  dieir  cbhipany,  their  heufei 
being  reforted  to  by  more  profitaMe  gueflii.  The  pewterers,  #facft 
interefts  had  been  ux^  as  oppofed  to  the  biUi  <fid  not  thiric  pWp^ 
to  pedtipn  againft  it^  and  Hvetiefbre  he  coulti  hbt  entlrdy  crcdil  ttil 
ttieirfatterefts^ould  be  nriateriflly  itijured  ;  but  If  tt^  y$et^  to  ht 
injured,  it  Vrould  be  only  in  Wk  W^--thar  \kcf  would  hav^  ii  Ibfl^ 

^tity  to  manufaAuief  beeaiife  there  woiiM  be  a  fciftr  ^dbUft^ 


mnapufii^tedy  or  filklccd  in^  a  mak,  ^n4  cert^iiiily  the  Nbufii 
ootdd  JK>C  pay  any  idjped  to  tboTe  a^vants^B^  which  were  only  to 
be  detfveii  to  the  pewteitrs  l^  thoft  and  robbery.  With  rofpedi  to 
the  (rfijeftioii  Ihat  this  hiU  was  a  bill  of  reftraint  tku$  peculiarly  cir^ 
cumfianced,  that  it  was  a  reftraint  courted  by  the  peHbns  to  be  ref^ 
Cained,  and  tbeiefoie  the  eflSeiwe  of  ihat  obje^on  fcU  to  the  grqund^ 
*^  ^voknti  nonfit  injuria.'*  The  evil  complained  of  was  of  a  feriou^ 
nature ;  three  hundred  perfons  had  be^n  profccuted  and  convicted 
within  the  three  laft  years ;  and  was  it  of  no  moment  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  the  criminal  juftice  of  the  country  againft  fo  man^ 
members  of  focicty  ?  The  great  view  of  the  biU  was  to  prevent 
crimes  by  removing  the  facility  and  the  temptation,  to  gu^rd  tbt 
morals  dfthe  pecspleby  keeping  them  fiom  little  crimes  that  might 
be  followed  by  greater  ones  ;  and  thus  keeping  many  perfons  yi  .the 
innocent  cla&  of  fociety  who  would  othexwife  be  joined  to  the  pio» 
fligate  and  the  guilty.  No  private  agreement  could  be  e(F(96liial ;  , 
becaufe  the  fmaller  publicans  might  be  induced  to  depart  from  tb^ 
agreement  with  a  view  of  courting  employment.  Upon  tlie  wholes 
he  diought  the  bill  fuch  as  ought  to  go  into  a  Committee. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  declared  that  he  ihould  oppofe  the 
biU.going  into  a  Committee,  on  the  fame  principles  which  the  ri^ 
honourable  gentleman  maintained  that  it 'ought  to  be  committed 
Thocf  h  the  principles  were  the  fame^  the.  coiv:lu(ion8  which  he 
drew  from  them  were  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  bill  would  operate  in  a  manoer  fatal  to  ^ 
jnoiality  of  the  mod  induftrious  part  of  the  community^  by  n^cef- 
farily  introducing  apprentices  and  working  people  to  public  boQfi!S. 

Mr.  FOX  explained,  and  contended,  that  ^  claufe  mjght  be  iiv- 
troduced  iiv  the  Committee,  to  compel  publicans  to  fend  porter  to 
the  houies  of  tradefmen. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  coofidered  the  provifions  of  the  bill  as  peoii- 
liarly  fevere  on  the  oomfbrtt  and  conveniencies  of  the  middling  and 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  Porter  would,  if  thebill  pafled,  be  no 
longer  brought  to  their  houfes  and  lodgings;  and  if  it  were  brought» 
it  would  lofe  mudi  of  its  virtue  by  transfufion  into  other  veffels. 

Mr.  FOX  exjdained. 

If  he  quefUon  being  called  fyf,  ihe  H<^ule  divided  on  the  fecood 
leading;        Ayes,  15— Noes,  27— Msuorigr,  1% 

The  bill  was  coniequently  rejeded* 

Thurfdaj^    %lft  April 

The  LORD.  MAYOR  ftidifmtifl  t^f^  £ram  *  eentkman  of 

3  0.^ 
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die  name  of  Maimitigy  Captain  of  a  fiiipy  wUdi  ihied  chat  he  was 
poiTeflfcd  of  a  bill  of  exchange^  of  the  v^ue  of  aoool.  but  chat  be* 
ing  drawn  on  a  laiger  flamp  than  the  law  required,  he  was  advifed 
by  council  he  could  not  infbrce  payment  of  it  in  a  court  of  law,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  on  a  proper  damp,  praying  therefore  for  the  aid  of 
the  Houfe  to  authorife  the  Commiffioners  to  Aamp  the  bill  with  die 
proper  damp,  on  payment  of  the  duty,  &c.  • 
The  petition  being  read, 

*  Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  it  was  fcaroely  conceivable 
the  Legiflature  (hould  mean,  when  they  pafTcd  the  ftamp  ad>  in 
this  cafe,  that  any  inftrument  (hould  be  void  becaufe  it  was  on  a 
laiger  flamp  than  was  requifite.  He  had  no  obje6lion  to  the  Houfe 
relieving  this  gentleman  in  whatever  way  was  neocifary,  but  he 
Aould  hope  there  was  n6  ncceflTity  for  it,  and  that  the  bill  could  be 
Supported  in  a  court  of  law. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  did  not  think  that  a  court  of  juAice  would 
refufe  to  receive  in  evidence  a  bill  becaufe  it  was  not  upon  an  ap- 
5>roprIate  ftamp,  provided  it  was  not  under  the  value  of  what  the 
flamp  ought  to  be.  It  would  hardly  be  deemed  the  intention  of 
the  Legiflature  to  fay,  that  an  inftrument  fliall  be  void  becaufe  the 
'duty  paid  to  Government  was  higher  than  was  required  by  law. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  better  way  would  be  not  fo 
'refer  this  petition  to  a  Committed,  but  to  let  it  lie  on  the  table; 
ibr  if  it  fliould  appear  that  there  was  no  neceflity  for  parltaraentaiy 
interference,  nothing  farther  need  be  done  in  it. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  this  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
•importance  to  the  public.  If  redrefs  could  be  obtained  for  diis 
^ntlcman,  he  fliould  be  the  laft  man  to  think  of  withholdiif  it ; 
out  it  really  ought  to  be  quite  clear  that  a  court  of  law  would  not 
receive  this  bill  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  upon  the  cafe,  becaufe, 
by  proceeding  as  if  this  was  an  invalid  bill,  they  would  admit  in 
fubflance  that  all  thofe  inflruments  which  were  drawn  on  flamps 
laiger  than  the  law  roquired  were  as  illegal  as  if  upon  flamps  lower 

•  than  the  law  requires— a  thing  which  would  be  extremely  injorioiis 
fo  a  gr«it  number  of  perfons ;  for  he  underflood  that  many  deeds 
were  drawn  on  flamps  that  were  higher  than  was  neccfiaiy,  under 
an  idea  that  they  were  all  legal.  It  would  bea  very  ferious  thii^to 
diflrub  all  fuch  deeds,  and  therefore  the  Houfe  (hould  tgke  care 
how  they  (andioned  the  principle. 

After  a  few  wofds  from  the  LORD  MAYOR  and  the 
SPEAKER,  the  petition  was  laid  oh  the  table* 

Mr.  Spijeant  ADAIR  prefented^a  petition. on  behalf  of  die 
Quakers.     He  paid  a  very  haottfoine  compUmer^  to  them  for  iiW 
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unotfcnding  tamper  and  cxempbty  nioials.  ,  The  petition  Ibted, 
that  they  laboured  under  vJEtiy  great  inconveniences  ivith  tegzrd  t0 
tythes,  in  ctmfequence  of  their  retigious  fcruplesi  whkh  they  could 
not  with  integrity  difavow  ;: and  religious  fcruples  of  all  kinds,  while 
they  did  not  offend  the  law,  nor  afie3  xhe  rights  of  others,  ought 
to  be  regarded,  and. always  by  a  liberal  tnind  would  be  regarded, 
'Vith  tcndern^fs  and  refped.     This  petition  dated  the  har^fhips  to 
"^hich   the  petitioners  were  expofed.     And   mentioned  by  way  of 
^nftance,   the  cafe  of  feven  of  their  fuflfering  brethren  in  the  Cadle 
eTYork,   where  they  have  been  long  confined,  but  with  that  refpeA 
to  Parliament,  which  entitled  them  to  attention,  they  abAained  from 
the  prefumption  of  pointing  out  any  remedy,  they  left  that  to  thd 
wirdom  of  the  Houfe.     He  (hould  be  content  for  the  prefent  with 
having  the  petition  left  upon  the  table.     The  nature  of  the  relief 
be  (hould  explain  on  Monday  next.     He  (hould  not  propoTe  on  be* 
half  of   the  Quakers,  any  thing  that  -might  infringe  on  the  rights 
of  xsdiers*     He  (hould  alfo  bring  fcrward  on  that  day,  another  poiht 
which  was  not  hiatcd  at  by  the  Quakers,  but  the  neceiTity  of  which 
be  felt  fnmi  experience.     Great  inconvenience  had  been  p^'oduced, 
and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  often  defedive,  on  aceount  of 
rtie  diftin£liGn  which  the  Legiflature  had  made  in  taking  the  affir- 
mation of  Quakers  in  civil  cafes  alone,  and  rejeding  it  in  criminal 
cafes.     He  had  mentioned  .this  to  many  of  the  learned  judges,  and 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  concur  with  them  in  opinion,  as  to  tbo 
necefTity  of  doing  away  diat  diftindion,  and  of  taking  the  affirma» 
tion  of  the  Quakers,  in  criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  cafes. 
The  petition  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  then  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next  he 
would  move  (or  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  farther  relief  of  the 
Quakers  in  the  cafes  of  their  religious  fcruples,  and  alfo  to  make 
their  affirmation  admiffible  in  criminal  cafes. 

General  SMITH  gave  nodcc  that  he  (hould  on  Monday  next 
move  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  Mr.  Cawthome 
ihbuid  be  taken  into  confideration^  and  then  appcnnt  a  day  for  Mr« 
Cawthorne  to  attend  in  his  place  in  that  Houfe. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulating  the  duty  on  hats  was  read  a  (lift 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  would  dare  (ay  this  bill  contained 
many  ingenious  devices  for  thd  .enforcing  payment  of  this  duty,  but 
^R'hen  any  burden  was  to  be  laid  upon  the  public,  he  wi(hed  to  at* 
^end  to  ibe  provifiona  of  a  bill.  He>  (bouldy  therefore,  move  that 
this  bill  be  printed^  upon  the  principle  upon  whioh  he  had  alway* 
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floide  fifliilar  motioas,  chat  (be  people  oa^t  to  knw  die  nature  and 
Stent  of  the  burdeiK  that  they  are  called  upon  to  fupport. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  no  objeSions  to  the  motion ;  be 
wted  for  it  however,  upon  a  difiereqt  principle  ftpm  the  honouxaUe 
gentleman^  not  becaufis  it  was  a  tax  biil»  which  it  was  not  ufual  to 
print,  but  becaufe  it  was  a  bill  qf  regulation,  with  rdppBt  to  a  tax 
already  exifting,  the  provifions  of  which  ought  to  be  publicly  knownr 
It  was  certainly  fome  confideration  alfo,  that  if  th(B  bill  was  to  be 
])rintedy  he  could  not  have  die  fame  reafon  to  hope  for  •the  honour* 
ablt  gentleman's  afliftance,  thoi^  really,  in  confentingtp  jtsbeiAg 
printed,  he  was  forry  ip  fay  he  was  npt  fanguine  in  bis  expeiShuions 
imm  that  quarter* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  lepiied,  duit  if  die.ri^t  honourable  gentle* 
lOao  was  fo  defirous  of  having  his  aflB^bnce  now,  he  jkvas  furprifid 
that  he  was  not  more  grateful  when  he  ufc^  to^receive  it  oftjsntf 
dian  he  had  lately  dcne.-^The  right  hooourafaiis  gen^^man 
iaid,  that  he  confented  to  the  bill  being  printed,  upon  the  giound 
tf  its  being  a  bill  of  regulation.  He  begged  leave  to  ijemind  htflif 
however,  chat  if  he  had  confented  to  the  tax  bill  b^ng  pijnted^ 
tfaefc  regulations  might  have  been  rendered  unneceffiury ;  but  fin<fii^ 
the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  paflcd  not  fully  anfwered^  he  now 
diole  to  record  his  own  blunder,  arid  to  print  the  lemedy. 

The.  landed  fucceffion  tax  bill  was  broi^htiip  aod  read  a  firft 
time* 

-  Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  £ud,  it  ym  his  wifh  to  foUofw  the  fuoe 
eourfe  in  carrying  this  bill  duough.  the  Houfe,  that  be  had  done  in 
the  legacy  tax  bill,  which  was  to  have  dup  bill  read  a  iecond  dme 
arid  committed,  and  then  printed*  The  bill  was  oidexcd  to  be 
lead  a  fecond  dme  to-morn>w* 

'  Mr.  Secrefafy  DUNDAS,  preparatory  to  his  laying  befbie  the 
Houfe  his  annual  ilatement  of  the  affairs  of  India,  moved,  that 
die  fdlowii^  papers  be  laid  i^kxi  the  table  : 

An  account  of  the  Stock,  exdafive  of  the  capital,  of  the  £aA> 
India  Company,  from  the  31ft  of  March,  17959  to  the  31ft  of 
March,  1796. 

:'  Ah  accoont  of  the  amount  of  all  die  goods  fold  at  tlie  Eiaft-India 
Company's  fales,  from  tbt  jiil  of  Mardi,  I795>  to  the  31ft  of 
March,  1796. 

An  account  of  the  amount  of  ail  the  faks  of  dieEaA  India  Com- 
pany's  goods,  from  hUtdx  1795,  to  MafCh  1796,  chaipng  die 
]pvbfit  on  freight,  trade,  ^Nii  euftoms,  oompand  wiA  dicir  avenge 
tiMuiiythe.yew.pieotdpg^  )^^^^       1794.. 

He  moved  fpr  the  accounts,  to  (hew  that  the  regulations  which 
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had  been  ma(te  in  &Tour  of  the  Saft-Indta  oflfeer^  would  not  a^ 
trench  upon  the  claims  of  the  public  ft^r  their  charge  upoa  tht 
Company. 

The  accounts  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe* 

Mr.  FOX  mofved,  that  there  be  kid  upon  the  tflft>le  ah  aocoum 
of  the  navy,  vidualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  reg^Aered  ikice  the 
3 1  ft  of  December,  1795.' 

Ordered. 

Mr.  GREY  moved,  that  (here  be  laid  before  the  Houfei  an 
account  of  all  the  money  iflbed  upon  account  of  temporaty^baitacka 
from  thc^iftdf  June  1792,  to  the  31ft  of  December  1795. 

Ordered. 

Genera}  ^MITH  moved  for  an  account  of  all  the  futtis  paid  bf 
the  Eaft-India. Company  to  Government,  of  the  500,0001.  with 
which  they  were  annually  charged,  and  of  the  balance  at  prefent 
rfue  upon  their  aooount  to  the  public. 
/  Orfercd. 

'  Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved  that  the  adjourned  debate,  on  the 
^pers  for  which  he  moved  on  a  former  tiight,  refpe£tii%  the  war 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  be  now  refumed. 

The  SPEAKER  faid  that  a  motioii  being  made  on  a  formed 
night,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  the  contra£6 
made  in  the  year  i  794  and  I7'95,  for  the  (hipping  taken  up  from 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  to  be  employed  in  convdying'thwps  to  th^ 
Weft  Indies,  and  a  debate  having  arifen  thertx)n,'  the  queftion  hf 
had  to  put  was,  that  the  debate  be  now  refumed ;  whidi  wa§ 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  Add,  he  doiAtdd  whether  he'  had  an^ 
tight  to  fay  iariy  thing  to  the  honourable  genlHemanV  motion  fbi^ 
thefe  papers,  except  diat  he  fliould  not  vote  for  laying  them  before 
the  Houfe,  as  he  had  on  the  former  night  delivered  his  fentimenfs 
upon  the  queftion. 

''  The  SPEAKER  obfervcd^  liiat  hi  point  of  ftriftohJcr  a  gentle- 
man  had  no  right  to  fpdik  twice  upon  one  queffioa  ih  ^n  adjoismetl 
debate,  any  more  than  in  another  debate ;  but  be  thought  it  his 
duty  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  diert  were  tnftances  in  whic6  Ac  ffii6l«' 
nefs  of  thi^  order  had  not  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fiid^  heoppofed  the  prodaflloo  oif  this 
papci's  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  called  for,  on  the  get- 
^cral  ground  that  unlefs  fome  proof  was  given  of  th£  particular  no- 
oeffity  of  an  inc^iiiry  into  the  whole  condwft  of  admihlftration  ifi 
th^  iTsfpe^,  the  granting  the  papers  would  be  foperftuout.  Scum 
j|;eheraA  teafon  Aould  Hyriyt  be  giten  of  then^ccfll^  of  4nfaif|i 
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IQ  bahnce  the  inoonvenxence  of  complying  widi  motions  of  tbid- 

ion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  he  was  confiderably  furpriled  that 
die  Minifter  Oiould  make  fuch  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  difcuiOon 
:of  this  fubjed).     The  Minifier  }iad  faid  to-night,  that  he  had  al* 
ready  made  a  fpeech  againft  granting  thcfe  papers  to  the  Houfe. 
He  could  not  recoiled^  any  thing  that  was  faid  by  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  upon  this  fubjedl  that  looked  like  an  aiigumcpt* 
iWl^^n  tke  fuhje^  was  before  the  Houfej  he  (aid  th&debate  fbonld 
bt  adjourned,  in  order  that  it  might  be  .debated,  and  now  it  was 
brought  forward,  he  faidhe  wpul4.not  confent  tq  gjf?i^ting  the  in- 
formation that  was  defired.     This  was  all  the  argument  of  the 
fight  hQnoQrabie  gendeman.      He.  upd^rfiood  that '^q  M^nifier 
^wantpd  $kne^  prepare  himfdf  for  thjs  matter.      He  had  that 
lime,  for  the  debate  was  adjourned^  'hut;  he  had, made  very  bad 
life  of  his  time,  for  he  had  now  nothmg  to  fay,  except  that  he 
was  not  in  the  humour  to  give  the  Houfe  any  information  on  the 
|ttbj(pd.     This  ^was  part  of  the  A^inifter's  phn.;    There  had,  of 
kte,  been  fomr  endeavours  which  had  been  hitherto  much  toa 
fuccefsfid,  to  introduce  into  that  Houfe  a  ver|^  novd  and  a  very 
<)iad  pradioey  by  which  the  MiniAer  fuperfeded  the  inqutfitorial 
|K>wer  of  that  Houfe ;  it  was  to  refofe  to  the  Houfe  all  means  of 
preliminary  information,  when  on  the  6u:&Qf  the  matter  there  was 
cround  for  inquiry  into  lus  conduA,  and  when  perhaps  the  refult  oif 
•that  inquiry  would  be  his  own  Jcomplete  difgrace.     This  praAke 
,was  indrdy  unknown  to  former  Parliaments,  and  contrary  to  the 
eftabliibed  pradKce  of  tfie  Houfe  oJF  Commons ;  but  it  would  be  a 
^cry  oonvei\ient  thtt>g  fo  die  Minifterif  he  couid  eftabUfli  this  novel 
prafdce  ;  for  it  tended  to  conceal  his  blqnder$>  and  (o  prevent  the 
Houfo  from  recording  his  incapacity.      We  ihould  find  that  it 
was  the  confbnt  pta€lice  of  Parliament  in  all  former. wars,  whea 
fiich  information  was  moVed  for,  to  grant  it  in  the;)iirS  inftance. 
This  was  the  conAant  praSice  of  Lor4  North  durii^  the  American 
fWar.     No  i»pers  were  j^pn  withheld  from  the  Houfe,  except 
^fiidbj  as  by  dieir  ppl^licatioii  fnig^t  croite  danger  to  the  Govern- 
jpient, .. ^  to  the  public:   and  fi|ch  no  man  of  lenfe  would  ever 
wUh  to  be  publilhed.     But  the  ];qvjerfe  w^  the  cafejvidi  the  pre* 
^fMiniflery  for  he  nuule  it  a.  (bdjding  rule  to  refulb  every  paper^ 
iixcept  there  was  fome  prqdF  that  an  inquiry  ought  ^o  follow  die 
information,  and  that  diere  was  ground  to  chsprgc  A(||piniftratna 
.i^ith  tnifoonduA.     With  the  prefent.Minifter,  therefotp^grantiiig 
'jL'  paper .  which  conveyed  any  information  was  the  JBime  thing  as 
^pantiigcai^  inquiry.     Bat  in  ceality  it.  was  no  fudb  t^ui^ ;  .|^  wa§ 
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not  bound  to  move  for  an  inquiry  after  thefe  papers  were  granted ; 
and  chat  for  the  plained  of  all  reafons,  for  the  papers  when  they 
appeared,  might  intirely  juftify  the  MiniAer  in  his  conduct  throu^- 
out  the  tranfa<Slions  to  which  the  papers  relate ;  and  therefore  it 
was  the  intcrcft  of  the  MiniAer,  if  he  was  confcious  he  had  aded 
well,  to  be  pager  to  produce  thefe  papers.  This  war  was  faid  to  be 
difierent  from  any  other  in  which  this  country  had  ever  been  en- 
gaged. Certainly  the  manner  in  conducing  it  would  lead  us  to 
think  fo;  and  the  manner  in  which  information  was  refufed  in  this 
war,  was  very  different  from  what  had  ever  taken  place  before. 
This  was  the  only  war  in  which  the  mifcondi!k6l  of  Miniflcrs  was 
never  to  be  made  the  fubjedt  of  inquiry.  Nay,  there  was  not 
even  an  attempt  to  be  made  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  to  in- 
quire into  the  mifcondu£i  of  Miniflers  in  this  war.^  They  claimed 
an  exemption  from  all  inquiry  exa<£lly  in  proportion  to  their  inca- 
pacity^ The  Minifter  faid,  "  I  will  not  grant  you  papers;  move 
your  inquiry"  Now  his  anfwcr  was  this,  he  could  not  tell  whe- 
^er  it  would  he  ncceflfary  to  move  for  an  inquiry  until  he  had  feen 
thefe  papers.  But  the  Mini(ler,  although  he  would  neither  grant 
an  inquiry,  nor  any  information  which  might  lead  to  it,  yet  he 
would  ^nt  what  he  called  a  rft/cujjion.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he 
had  come  forward  witli  a  (latement  founded,  perhaps,  upon  rumour^ 
and  defired  information ;  he  therefore  moved  for  fuch  papers  as 
•were  calculated  to  afford  that  information.  The  Miniftcr  ftarted 
up  and  contradifled  every  word  he  faid,  but  refufed  the  information 
he  defired  ;  and  then  faid,  now  you  have  had  a  full  difcujjion  of 
^e  fubje£l.  This  was  the  Minifter's  conftant  praflice  \  but  what 
int^ity  was  there  in  it  ?  How  could  the  public  be  fatisfied  with 
fuch  bdiaviour  ?  what  proof  had  they,  unlcfs  they  took  the  Minifter's 
own  word  in  his  own  favour  for  fatisfaftory  proof,  that  the  affairs  of 
Government  are  properly  conducted  ?  Lad  fefTion  he  brought  this 
fubjedi  forward  ;  he  was  told  by  the  Minifter  he  lamented  that  the 
latenefs  of  the  fefTiop  prevented  him  from  agreeing  to  an  inquiry  ; 
there  was  nothing  he  defired  fo  much,  for  that  he  was  perfuaded 
it  would  redound  to  the  honour  of  His  Majefty's  fervants ;  if, 
therefore,  it  (hould  be  moved  this  feffion,  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
ai&nt  to  it.  How  flood  the  matter  now  ?  The  motion  'is  made 
and  the  Minifler  oppofes  it.  Now  he  would  afk  if  there  was  one 
man  in  that  Houfe  who  would  fland  up  and  fay  that  there  was  no 
leafon  to  apprehend  there  was  any  blame  v/hatever  imputable  to 
tbofe  who  have  had  the  condu£l  of  the  war,  or  in  the  expedition 
to  the  Wefl-Indies  ?  Would  any  man  fay  foj  when  he  recol- 
lected what  had  happened  after  that  brave,  gallant,  and  admil 
Vot.  XLV.  3R 
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ntble  officer^  Sir  Charles  Grey,  left  the  Weft-Indies  ?-^after  hit 
brilliant  conqueAs  th^e  ?  He  believed  there  was  no  man,  even 
among  the  Minifter's  friends,  hardy  enough  to  make  that  sflertion. 
How  had  Sir  Charles  Grey  been  treated  by  the  King's  Minifters  i 
From  the  hour  he  left  England  to  the  hour  he  returned  in  1794, 
nc^  one  man  of  reinforcement  had  been  fent  to  him  to  the  Leeward 
Iflands.  He  believed  not  a  (ingle  man.  Of  this  he  did  not  fpcak 
with  abfolute  certainty,  but  he  believed  not  one  man  had  been 
fent.  If  he  was  milinformed  upon  this  fubjeA»  it  was  in  the 
Minifter's  power,  and  it  was  the  Minifter*s  duty,  to  refute  him. 
N0W9  if  in  confequence  of  this  negligence  of  Minifters,  we  had 
loft  the  greateft  part  of  the  conquefts  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  ;  if,  from 
the  delay  of  equipments  in  1794,  men  had  been  kept  th  floating 
peft-houfes  until  they  periftied  by  .drfeafe  ;  if  by  a  culpable,  fcan- 
datous,  murderous  negligcitce  of  Minifters.  all  this  had  happened, 
and  he  was  ready  to  prove  it  had,  was  that,  or  was  it  not,  matter 
for  the  inquiry  of  that  Houfe  i  Moft  afiuredly  it  was  ;  but  how 
were  thefe  things  to  be  inquired  into  before  the  proper  document 
were  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe  i 

Here  Mr.  Sheridan  took  a  general  view  of  what  happened  with 
refpeA  to  Admiral  Chriftian*s  fquadron,  and  contended  Aere  was 
much  and  veiy  culpable  negledi  on  the  part  of  Minifters.  But 
inftead  of  allowing  an  inquiry,  they  rcfented  the  idea  of  it.  This 
was  the  modem  pradtict  of  Adminiftration.  It  was  iUtiftnCed 
completely  in  the  conduft  of  the  Secretary  at  War  the  other  day, 
when  the  letter  of  the  Count  de  Sombreuil  was  called  ftnr.  He 
faid,  we  would  not  confent  to  lay  it  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  it 
was  called  for  under  an  idea  that  an  injurious  opinion  had  been  fidd 
to  be  formed  of  him  (Mr.  Windham,)  in  confequetice  of  that  kt* 
tA.  Thus  the  reft^ntment  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
his  unwillingnefs  to  indulge  the  Houfe  with  any  information,  had 
made  him  fotget  the  whole  tenor  of  the  letter.  He  had  faid  it 
Wits  intirely  a  private  afikir,  whereas  it  contained  not  one  word  on 
any  but  public  affairs.— Here  Mr.  Sheridan  condemned  in  a  veiy 
fevere  manner  the  condud  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  towards  that 
brave  and  unfortunate  ofticer,  whom,  he  faid,  they  had  totally 
deluded,  elfe  he  would  not  have  proceeded  on  the  fervice  in  whidi 
he  was  facrificed.  Should  the  proper  information  be  granted  him 
tipbn  this  point,  he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  make  out  fadi  a  diatg6 
againft  the  Minifter  as  would  juftify  an  impeachment  againft  htm. 
lie  did  not  now  fay  he  could  prove  where  the  whole  of  die  intf*- 
cdndud  lay,  but  there  was  pr  jdigbds  mifcondufit  fomewhere  wiA 
/efpe£t  to  this  expedition  to  Qhlberon ;  ^nd  die  puipofe  of  part  c^ 
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modon  was,  to  dtfoover  the  foufce  of  that  mifconduQ.  Nor 
was  there  any  thing  new  in  calling  for  diis  fort  of  inquiry.  If  • 
Captain  loft  a  (hip,  it  was  matter  of  courfe  to  try  him  by  i,  court<^ 
martial,  whether  he  was  really  to  blame  or  not,  and  fo  the  cafe 
ibould  be  with  regard  to  Minifters.  >  This  was  a  fcandaloufly 
planned  expedition,  and  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  inftituted  into  it. 
Minifters  were  xM  b  tender  in  die  cafe  of  others  as  they  werd 
widi  fhemfelves  with  r^rd  to  inqmries.  They  had  caufed  dnt 
gallant  officer.  Admiral  Corowallis,  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial 
for  not  fliifting  his  flag  and  proceeding  to  the  Weft-Indies.  There 
had  occurred  no  difobedience  of  orders,  but  a  mifunderftanding 
merely.  He  did  not  fay  they  were  not  right  in  inftituting  this 
trial,  although  the  efted  hf  it  was  a  little  whimfical.  The  fen- 
tcTKe  was  curious,  fi>r  it  flated  that  that  able  and  gallant  officer 
had  done  bodi  right  and  wrong.  He  faid  that  blame  was  imputa*  • 
ble '  to  him,  but  no  cenfure  merited.  This  he  ftated  to  (hew 
the  readinefs  Minifters  had  to  accufe  others,  and  confequently  it 
was  not  very  gracious  to  them  to  refent  the  idea  of  bdng  themfelves 
accafed.  He  ftiould  now  proceed  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  motions 
whidihe  intended  to  make  as  mere  preliminary  matter;  for  he 
would,  if  they  were  granted,  follow  them  up  with  folemn  accu- 
iations  againft  Minifters.     The  motions  were  to  this  etkA : 

That  an  account  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  number  of 
men  deftined  for  the  expedition  to  the  Weft-Indies,  under  Sir  C. 
GwBf^  at  the  clofe  of  tfte  year  1 793- 

That  an  account  be  laid  before  the  Hoiife  of  the  number  of  men 
withdrawn  from  that  fervice,  in  order  to  form  f  n  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  France,  under  Lord  Moira. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  men,  who  after  the  conqueft  of 
Abrtinique,  St.  Lude,  and  Guadaloupe,  were  detached  to  St. 
Domingo,  by  Sir  Charles  Grey,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  home. 

That  the  dUftrent  applications  made  by  the  fevenil  Commanders 
in  Chief  for  reinforcements,  fince  tfie  appointment  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  or  fuch  parts  of  the  fame 
OS  can  with  fafety  be  communicated. 

That  returns  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  feveral  reinforo&- 
metits  which  adually  arrived  in  the  Weft- Indies  during  that  period, 
fycdfying  the  diftribution  of  At  force,  and  the  dates  when  they 
arrived. 

ThMt  an  account  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  of  ^  number  of  nCA 
>  which  have  been  fent  to  St.  Domingo  from  the  commeneement  of 
the  war,  fpecifying  the  j^ces  from  whence  they  w^re  fent,  and  ihe 
dates  when  they  arrived. 

3R2 
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•  That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  to  the  command 
NiD  the  Weil-Incfies  be  Isdd  before  tiie  Houfe. 

That  the  number  of  regiments  drdere<),  fpecifying  what  regi- 
ments, on  the  expedition  under  Sir  Ralph  Abdrcromaie,  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe. 

That  General  Doyle's  appointment,  and  thq  regiments  ordered 
to  ferve  under  him»  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  extrafis  of  all  letters  from 
Admiral^  Chridian  and  General  Abercrombie,  from  the  date  of 
their  appointfxient^  refpeding  the  delay  of  the  failing  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  return  of  the  number  of 
ihips  foundered  or  miflTing,  and  the  number  of  men  loft  or  mifling 
belonging  to  the  expedition  under  General  Abercrombie. 

That  a  return  b6  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  number  of  officers 
«nd  men  loft  by  difeafe  in  the  Weft-Indies  (ince  the  arrival  of  Sir 
-Charles  Grey  to  the  end  of  laft  year,  fpecifying  the  lofs  fuflained 
in  each  regiment. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number 
of  men  who  died  on  board  tranfports  at  Plymouth,  Portfmouth, 
Southampton^^  or  in  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  dcftined  for 
the  Weft-Indies,  in  the  years  1794,  and  1795. 

Copies  or  extra£ts  of  letters  or  memorials  on  this  fubjeA  from  the 
.  officers  commanding  the  troops  on  board  the  faid  tranfports,  fixmi 
the  Mayor  of  Plymouth,  or  from  Lord  Qeoige  Lenox,  gpvemorof 
.  Plymouth  garrifon. 

ExtraSs  of  all  letters  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Admiral 
Chriftian,  refpedting  the  delays  of  the  expedition  under  their  com* 
'  mand. 

Copy  of  His  Majefty's  letter  of  fervice,  appointing  a  particular 
.  Board  for  the  condvi6t  of  the  tranfport  fervice. 

Copy  of  the  correfpondenee  between  the  (aid  Board,  his  Majef- 
ty's Secretary  at  War,  and  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  refpedlitig  the 
Weft-India  expedition. 

An  account  of  the  total  expence  incurred-  in  the  tranfport  fervice 
for  the  Weft-India  atpedition,  in  the  years  1 794  and  1 795. 
An  account  of  all  hofpital  ftores  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies  for  His 
'  Majefty's  fervice,  in  the   years  1794  and  1795,  fpecifying  tbc 
ihips  4n  which  they  were  fent. 

A  copy  pf  a  Proclamation  iftued  in  the  name  of  His  Majefly, 
in  St.  I>omingo,  figned  Parker  and  Forbes,  and  dated  Mole  % 
Nicholas,  December  10. 
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:  An  account  of  i)i9  numhfcr  of  .lincn  ferving  in  En^nd>  under  the 
command  of  the  Esirlfrf'.Moira,  in  the  years  1794  and  1795* 

An  account  of  the  French  regiments  raifcd  and  embodie4  in 
England,  in  the  years  1794  and  17959  diflinguifhing  the  number 
of  men  in  each  regiment,  aad  ftating  the  fervice^  01}  which  they  have 
been  employed. 

Having  read  thefe  motipnsy  he  proceeded  to.  comment  on  the 
circumfiances  that  rendered  each  of  them  neceflar}',  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  took  a  view  of  the  whole  conduft  of  the  WeA-India 
expedition  ;  the  n^led  of  the  equipment.;   the  cruel  manner  in 
which  the  troops  were  treated ;  they  were  allowed  to  pcrifti  for 
want  of  care  being  taken  of  them  at  our  own.  ports  j  the  ^manner  iif 
which  remonftranccs  had  been  made  to  Government  by  the  pfEcer 
at  Portfmouth,  and  by  Lord  George  Lenox  ;  the  inattention  of  Mi^ 
niAcrs  to   thefe  remonftranccs  j   the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
troops  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  confequence  of  exceflivc/atigue,  and 
tl>e  want  of  reinforcement ;  their  want  of  proper  clothing,  and  par- 
ticularly their  want  of  ihoes,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were 
known  to  have  moiftencd  the  burning  fand  with  blood  ftreaming 
from  their  feet  while  they  were  on  duty  ;  the  lamentable  mortality 
among  them,  fom«  regiments  Iiaving  loft  two>thirds  of  their  number 
for  want  of  medicines ;  the  madnefs  of  the  expedition  to  Quiberon 
and  lile  Dieu,  whither  we  had  fent  fcare-crow  regiments  ;  had  ran- 
facked  all  the  jails  in  the  kingdom  for  foldiers;  and,  if  we  had 
not  robbed,  we  had  defrauded  the  gibbet*     Did  not  the  Houfe  con-* 
ccive  that  fomc  explanation  was  ncceffary  with  refpc6l  to  the  feveral 
expeditions,  planned  againft  the  coaA  of  France  ?     Was  ti)p  nu- 
merous Staff,  employed  under  Lord  Moira,  a  circumftance  that  re- 
quired no  explanation  ?     Why  that  numerous  armament  kept  idle 
and  unemployed,  and  fuffered  to  be  the  theme  of  fo  much  contempt 
and  ridicule  throughout  the  country,  which  never  could  attach  on 
the  gallant  Nobleman  who  then  commanded  it,  but  on  the  Mini- 
fters  by  whom  it  was  .planned;  for  fo  far  fromi  any  blame  being 
imputs^le  to  the  Noble  Earl,  he  was  confident  that  he  would  not 
be  avei;fe  to  appear  at  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe,  to  (hew  that  the  whole 
difgrace,  infepara^le  from  this  expedition,  was  to  be  jittributed  alone 
to  the  weak  and  imbecile  conduA  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,     lie 
would  a(k,  why  the  troops  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  fo  cruelly  and 
flianiefully  neglected,  at  a  time  when  fo  many  gaudy,  expenfive, 
and  inadlive  camps  were  kept  up  throughout  the  country  i     Nor- 
thing, he  aflerted,  but  a  miracle  faved  at  that  period  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  their  lalvati«n  was  totally  owing  to  the  ficknefs  and 
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difeafeft  tfiat  prevailed  fjcnongft  the  troo^  of  the  enemj.  He  next 
adverted  to  the  wretched  H^e  of  the  E^tiih  arnijr;  the  a9th  rqgi- 
itienr,  he  was  weU  afliired,  loft  four  hundred  men ;  and,  in  June, 
die  hofpitals  in  Martinico  were  crowded  with  Britiih  officers  and 
Britifh  foldiers,  who  were  in  want,  not  only  of  medidnes,  but  even 
bandages  to  drefs  the  wounds  they  had  received  in  gallantly  fitting 
againft  the  enemy.  He  next  adverted  to  a  faft,  which  he  affinned 
was  well  known  to  feveral  of  the  ofiBcen,— -that  ninety  men  had 
been  re4anded  on  die  beach,  covered  widi  wounds,  and  many  widi- 
out  limbs,  where,  for  a  night,  they  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
dements.  When  there  were  fuch  ftrong  grounds  fer  inquiry, 
how,  he  afkcd,  could  it  be  refifted  ?  The  deadi  of  Genenl 
Vau^n,  he  aflerted,  was  owing  to  bis  chagrin  in  not  findii^  diofe 
reinforcements  fent  out  which  he  demanded.  His  neict  motion 
was  fer  ''  An  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  died  in  the  ports 
of  Plymouth,  Southampton,  and  Portfmouth  ;'*  alTo  for  '<  A  copy 
of  a  letter  fent  from  the  Mayor  of  Portfmouth  and  Colonel  Lenox." 
Thefe  were  for  the  purpofe  of  informing  the  Houfe,  tfmt  day  after 
day  many  of  the  troops  in  diofe  places  expired  in  confequence  of 
being  cooped  up  in  the  tranfports.  Many  dead  bodies  were  thrown 
overboard,  and  others  were  carried  indecently  through  the  ftreets 
without  coffins.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  former 
occafioh,  held  his  information  dieap,  and  even  piefomed  to  deny 
the  hB ;  but  he  had  feveral  letters  from  officers  on  board  the  fleet, 
compbining  of  the  circumftance,  who,  if  the  Hoofe  would  gnmt.a 
committee,,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  appear  at  the  Bar,  and  prove 
the  authenticity  of  his  information.  He  next  adverted  to  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Chriflian ;  and  here  he  would  af- 
fert,  that  Minifters  were  again  culpable ;  for  he  could  not  admit  tt 
as  a  juftification  for  the  delay  of  the  fleet,  that  the  Tranfpoit 
Board  and  Board  of  Ordnance  fuffered  fome  i<lle  itipatte  to  injurs 
the  public  fervice.  He  could  ibte,  on  the  beft  authority,  that 
|}ie  melandioly  difaflers  which  occurred  to  that  fleet  were  not  ts> 
%e  attributed  to  mere  adyerfe  winds,  but  to  the  negligence  in  not 
fending  it  out  in  fm^Ol  detachments,  whidi  would  have  arrived  in 
'^time  to  reinforce  the  army,  and  yield  the  neceffiiry  fuccour  to  the 
iflands.  Mr.  Sheridan  next  proceeded  to  read  the  foUowing  pn>- 
-clamadon : 
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St.  DOMINGO. 

Mole^'St.  NiehQlaSf  Die.  lo. 
BY    TH£    KING. 

WE,  William  Parker,  Efq.  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  Gordoti 
roibes*  £iq.  Major-General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majedy's  Forces  by  Land  and  Sea« 

His  Britannic  Majefty,  feeling  for  the  diftrefles  of  the  colony  of  Sr. 
Domingo^  has  received  tavourably  the  fubmiffions  of  a  great  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  every  quarter,  and  granted  them  his  proce£Hon. 

It  was  to  be  believed,  that  aU  who  had  been  inftrufled  by  the  exceft 
and  the  uniTer&lity  of  calamities,  would  have  hafiened  to  unite  them« 
felves  under  hit  tutelary  authority. 

Thua  His  Majefiy  did  not  thinic  it  proper  at  firft  to  difplay  that  appear- 
ance of  power  which  wonld  have  announced  the  conqueror  rather  than 
the  emancipator.  He  fent  only  a  fmall  force,  which  was  fufficient  to  fe- 
cure  the  general  police,  if  the  eServefcence  of  opinions  had  been  calm, 
bat  mfu&ient  for  reducing  by  force  the  great  body  of  the  miftakenin- 

h:il>«cints. 

The  i:cneficent  views  of  His  Majefiy  have  been  partly  fruftrated,  when 
he  concviitrated  his  forces  on  fome  particular  diftridts  to  which  he  has  re- 
fbrcd  (heir  tranquillity,  their  wodhip,  and  their  opulence. 

He  has  abandoned,  for  a  moment  and  with  regret,  the  remainder  of 
the  colonies  to  the  ravages  of  anarchy. 

But  Hit  Majjcfty  owes  to  the  glory  of  his  arms  to  complete  by  force 
the  work  which  he  undertook  from  generofity.  He  owes  it  to  public 
morals  to  annihilate  a  fyftem  deftruttve  of  all  the  focial  bonds  whidk 
unite  the  colonifls  among  themfelves,  and  which  unite  the  whole  to  one 
Ibvereign. 

He  owes  to  his  perfonal  fenfibility  to  hold  forth  a  fuccouring  hand  to 
a  multitude  of  worthy  men,  who  groan  in  every  part  of  the  il&nd,  and 
invoke  lljs  prote^on.  He  owes  to  his  clemency  the  pardoning  of  erron* 
In  fine;ilie  owes  to  bis  juftice  thepuniihment  of  thofe  who  perfift  in  re- 
fufing  the  paternal  ana  regular  government  which  is  /offered  t^cm,  and 
who,  after  having  made  a£b  of  fubmiffion,  break  their  oaths  by  committing 
adts  of  rebellion.  \ 

His  Majefiy,  by  a  continuation  of  naval  vidories,  has  £>  reduced  the 
marine  of  the  French  Republic,  that  it  is  abfolutely  impof&ble  for  the 
government  of  that  countiy  to  fend  any  aid  to  its  partifans  in  St.  Do- 
mingo. He  has  even  forced  the  Convention  itfelf  to  proclaim,  by  an 
^xprefs  decree;  its  impotency  in  that  refjped^. 

His  Majefty  has,  therefore,  determines  to  fend  to  St.  Domingo  fuch  a 
body  of  forces,  that  all  refifiance  (hall  henceforth  be  impoffible. 

In  confiding  to  us  the  command  of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land.  His 
Majefty  has  conunanded  us  to  fulfil  exadly  the  views  by  which  he  him- 
felf  isdireded. 

^  We  bring  then  to  all  the  inhabitantsof  St.  DomingO|  and  to  each  in* 
'^vidual.  Peace  or  War,  Profoerity  or  Deftru6Uon. 

We  promife,  in  the  name  ot  the  Kin^,  that  thofe  who  fubmit  willingly, 
"fitall  find,  under  the  prote&lon  of  His.  Majefty,  the  pardon  of  their  er- 
''ort,  Ibdhridual  fafety,  and  the  preiervation  ot  their  property. 
>   Thoft  whOf  after  a  voIuntAiy  fubmiffioni  wi(h  to  leave  thq  ifland,  (hall 
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be  at  liberty  to  embark  for  the  American  Continent,  or  for  France,  upon 
taking  an  oath  not  to  bear  arms  againft  His  Majefly  during  the  war. 

\Vc  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  that  thofc  who  fliall  refill  his 
arms,  Ihall  experience  all  the  rigour  of  the  laws  of  war,  and  that  who- 
ever violatefl  an  oath  of  fidelity  (nail  be  punifhed  with  death  as  a  rebel. 
Given  in  theHoufe  of  the  King,  at  Mole,  Dec.  lo,  179c. 

(SigncJ)  PARKER  and  FORBES. 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  date,  that  if  the  papers  for  which  he 
moved  were  produced,  be  would  prove  to  the  Houfe  a  mdi  folemn 
and  ferious  charge  of  mifcondud  and  mifmanagement  on  the  pan 
of  Miniftcrs.  If  they  feel  bold  on  the  occaiion,  they  fhould  feci 
grateful  on  the  opportunity  he  gave  them  of  vindicating  their  cha- 
ra<f^ersy  and  exculpating  themfelves  from  thofe.chaiges  with  which 
they  fland  arraigned.  He  next  adverted  to  their  affected  folicitude 
Vor  pcaccv  He  muft  obferve,  there  was  nothing  before  the  Hodfe 
to  juitify  them  in  faying  there  was  at  this  time  any  profped  of  peace. 
He  hoped  and  trufted  that  fome  opportunity  would  arife,  in.  which 
they  (hould  have  an  anfwcr  from  the  Minifter,  what  the  profpcd  of 
oegociation  was.  He  hoped  that  we  (hould  all  know  in  a  regolar 
manner  the  refult  of  the  negotiation  lately  attempted ;  for  iilence 
upon  fach  a  fubjc£k  was  extremely  dangerous.  The  iraprcSion 
that  had  been  already  made-  out  of  doors  was  confiderable  ;  and, 
although  fome  perfons  might  think  that  we  are  at  wzt  now,  on  ac- 
count of  the  arrogant  claims  and  unreafonable  pretences  of  the 
French,  he  was  convinced  the  general  impreflion  was,  that  we  are 
at  war,  not  on  account  of  the  arrogant  claims,  intolerable  pride,  or 
imreafonable  pretences  of  the  French,  but  becaufe  the  Minlfter  of 
this  Coimtry  has  not  made  a  fmcere  attempt  to  negociate.  Such 
was  his  opinion  ;  and  he  thought  it  fair  to  fpeak  his  convi6Kon  upon 
that  fubjcd.  But  whether  the  war  be  now  imputable  to  French 
or  to  English  Counfels,  nothing  will  infure  future  fucccb  fo  much 
as  an  inquiry.  Therefore,  afTuming,  for  the  fake  of  the  argument, 
what  he  never  would  admit,  that  the  French  vrere  the  aggrcflbrs ; 
afTuming,  what  he  knew  to  be  falfe,  that  the  war  on  our  part  was 
juft  and  neceflary,  and  even  unavoidable;  affumingall  thefettungs 
merely  for  argument,  he  woul(i  ftiU  afErm,  there  was  every  reafon 
for  that  Houfe  to  enter  into  the  inquiry  for  which  his  motions  were 
intended  to  pave  the  way ;  and  therefore  he  trufted  he  (hould  not 
be  oppofed  upon  this  fubje£l.  He  then  concluded  with  his  firft 
motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  did  not  find  himfelf  called  upon  at 
prefent  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  many  obfervations.  On  the 
fubje<fl  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  as  being  entirely  imcon* 
nedled  widi  the  prefent  queftioni  he  woulJ  not  enter  at  all.     Hi 


in  w|^ic^  -hff  hud  b^rv  placed  by  the  honourable  geatleiaan.     iU 

bacl  silfi^edy  that  tpwards  the  ooncluiion  of  the  laft  feflion  he  had 

regretted  cbii^  the  period  of  the  feOion  did  not  admit  of  an  inquiry 

into  the  condud  of  the  Weft-India  war*     Ue  did  not  renietxiber 

ev^r  having  ut^red  fucb,  a'  fentiment.     He  recoUeded  perfc^y  of 

having  afl^r^d  the  I^H^  that  no  lefs  a  force  than  twenty  tboufiiad 

men  had  b^eu  einpk^ed  for  the  protedlion  of  the^  Wefl-IndU 

Iflands ;  a-  fsL(\  which  he  at  that  time,  and  whidi  he  now  again^ 

chaUei^^  Any  man  to  contradict.     Notwith(hndingi   hQwever, 

all  tb?  Carc^m  and  inventive  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  ia 

bis  fpeeche^  upon  the  fubje<$l,  had  thought  fit  to  employ^  he  was 

free  lo  afiUfe  ibp  Houfei  .that  ^ere  was  no  one  wl(h  in  his  mind 

(irooger  than  that  for  an  inquiry  into  the  whole  conduct  of  the 

Weft- Indian  war;   an$i.  he  promifcd,  that  a  day  would  comcp 

when  he  would>  vindicate  the  (incerity  of  the  pFofeflion  that  he  no^ 

made.      But  >yha?ever  were  bis  ptivate  wilhes,  he  was  retrained 

by  public  motives  from  yielding  at  prefcnt  to  any  motion  for  In*^ 

quiry.i— And  he  did  it  upon  this  principle,  that  by  acceding  to 

inquiry^  Minifters  muft  cither  lay  before  the  public  information 

which  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  difclofc,  or  the  Houfd 

of  Commons  muft  form  a  judgment  of  thetr  eondu6t  from  very 

partial  documents.     There  were  dme^,  and  this  was  one  of  them> 

when  Minifters  .muft  lay  a  conftraint  upon  their  perfonal  feelings» 

becaufe  they  could  not  be  gratified,  confidently  with  a  due  r^rd 

to  the  intereft  of  the  public  fervice.     As  to  the  motions  now  be«- 

fore  the  Houfe,  he  thought  that  the  honourable  gendeman  might 

have  had  a  litde  private  con^munication  with  perfons  in  ofEce,  be- 

fpre  he  had  fvLbmitted  no  fewer  tlian  twenty-one  to  the  Houfe. 

When  a  general  iketch  of  them  was  put  into  his  hand,  he  had  nd 

objection  to  the  papers  being  produced.     But  he  found  afterwards 

that  ikctch  to  baye  been  fo  imperfedt,  anil  that  the  views  of  the 

mover  embraced  fuch  a  detail  as  it  would  be  altogether  improper 

to  lay  before  the  Houfe*     The  honourable  Secretary,  however^ 

could  not.  fit  down  without  remarking  On  the  line  of  conduct  which 

the  honourable  gentleman  had  adopted.     His  motions  chiefly  re-* 

late  to  cifcumftances  which  happened  two  years  ago.     At  die-  end 

of  the  feOipn,  he  faid  that  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  clofed  with  him  (at 

an  inquiiy.     On  the  firft  day  of  this  feffion,  he  talked  in  a  lofiyi 

fiile  Upon  the  grof$  mifmanagement  of  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies ; 

and  confidering  the  magnitude  of  the  expedition  which  was  fitted'. 

out  ip  QiSober,  and  the  preparation^  which  haN'e  fincc  been  made. 

for  (>tber  armi^ment^y  tqpthcr  with  the  manner  in  which  he  then 
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talked,  one  would  have  thought  that  he  would  have  bim|^t  for- 
ward  his  motion  at  the  very  commenceinent  of  Ae  feffion ;  inAead 
of  which,  he  g^ve  notice  of  it  for  the  twelfth  of  April,  when  it 
eould  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  country  ;  and  not  till  then  finding 
himfelf  in  want  of  information,  he  began  to  think  of  moving  for 
papers  on  which  to  proceed.  In  oppofition  to  what  Mr.  Sheridan 
advanced,  he  affirmed,  that  Sir  Charles  Grey,  while  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  was  reinforced  by  four  regiments,  which  he  fent  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, in  the  perfoafion  that  the  other  iflands  were  in  a  flate  of 
(bfficient  fecurity.  An  additional  proof  which  he  gave  of  his  op- 
nion  on  that  fubje6i  was  that  he  afterwards  Quitted  the  Weft  Indies, 
which  that  gallant  officer  would  not  have  done  if  he  had  conceived 
that  at  that  period  (up  to  the  firft  of  June)<  the  iflands  were  in  any 
danger.  He  concluded  with  defiring,  that  if  the  honduiable  gen* 
tlejrnan  wiftied  for  an  inquiry,  he  would  give  his  honourable  friend 
and  him  time  to  confider  the  twenty  motions  which  he  had  fob- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  might  know  which  to  accede  to^  and 
which  to  TCJC&. 

*  Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  confidered  the  propofition  of 
die  right  honourable  gentleman  for  a  ftiort  delay,  in  order  to  con- 
iider  what  papers  he  ftiould  grant  as  perfectly  fair.  But  he  wifhed 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  reafon  why  he  had  fo  long 
delayed  bringing  tlie  fubjedl  forward.  He  certainly  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  icffion,  when  he  was  faid  to  have  menaced 
Minifters  on  this  point,  expedled  that  an  inquiry  WQuld  have 
taken  place  into  the  whole  condud)  of  the  war.  At  that  time  an 
immenfe  armament  was  preparing  to  fct  out  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  had  he  then  made, his  motions,  it  would  h^ve  been  faid — 
*?  Do  you  wi(h  to  difclofe  to  the  enemy  the  ftate  of  the  iflands ; 
do  you  wi0)  to  make  known  their  wants  at  the  very  moment  when 
nnieans'are  taking  to  aftbrd  them  the  requifite  fupply  r"  Now  the 
campaign  was  over,  and  the  feafqn  for  z6\m\  paft,^it  could  not  be 
uiged  that  any  danger  could  arife  from  difclofure.  The  whole 
fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  went  to  accufe  him  with 
delay,  and  want  of  candour,  in  brii>ging  forward  his  motions.  He 
had  not  attempted  to  fliow  that  any  communication  which  he  de- 
manded, could,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  be  injurious  to  the  public. 
He  hoped  that  when  he  had  confidered  the  motions,  he  would  be 
prepared,  precifely,  to  ftate  in  what  refpe£t  they  could  be  produc- 
tive of  danger.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contefted  his 
aflertlon  with  refpeft  to  Sir  Charles  Grey.  It  now  however  ap- 
peared from  his  own  admiflion,  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  not  the 
life  of  one  iingle  man.     Wtiat  was  the  atgumont  of  the  right  ho- 


aomrablc  gentleiiiaA }  that  Sir-Qiscrfes  Grey  did  not  want  rcinferce- 
mcntSy  dfi?  he  would  not  have  fent  three  regiments  to  St.  Domin- 
ipo/  and  afterwaids  difpatched  a  fourth  to  the.  fs^me  quarter.  £x-< 
cept  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  difpatched  this  force  from  the  infiruc- 
tions  of  Minifters,  .or  in  the  confidence  of  larger  reinforcements 
being  fent  out  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Iflands,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  attached  to  him  a  heavy  refponiibility.  If  he  had  been 
fo  nuferably  mifVaken  with  refpe^  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Iflands, 
if  he  bad  adled  on  his  own  authority  and  judgement,  then  uiv 
doubtcdly  he>  and  not  Minifters,  were  rcfpontible.  But  if  hav- 
ing the  folcmn  aiTurancc,  and  being  in  the  daily  exped^ation  of  the 
arrival  of  a  larger  force,  he  took  upon  himfelf  to  difpatch  thofe 
four  regiments,  then  Miniflers  were  accountable  why  they  had 
neglected  to  fend  out  that  force,  which  was  eflential  for  the  fecu- 
rity of  the  Iflands.  On  this  fubjefl  he  (hould  feel  it  neceiTary 
to  bring  forward  an  additional  motion,  '^  That  Sir  Charles  Grey 
be  dtreded  to  attend  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe." 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  had  only  affirmed  that  till  the 
I  ft  of  June,  Sir  Charles  Grey  was  under  no  uneafincfs  with  re- 
{pcA  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Iflands ;  he  had  never  aflerted,  that  he 
did  not  expert  an  additional  reinforcement. 

Mr.  FOX  aflced,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  mean  his  argument  to  be  underftood  in  this  way  ?  *^  You 
talk  of  want  of  reinforcements,  while  Sir  Charles  Grey  felt '  fo  fe- 
cure  on  the  fubjc6t,  that  he  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difpatch 
to  St.  Domingo  four  regiments  which  had  been  fent  out  i  The 
queflion  then  was,  when  Sir  Charles  Grey  difpatched  thofe  regi- 
ments, was  he  in  expe<9ation  of  additional  reinforcements  r— ^If 
he  thought  the  Wefl- Indies  fafe,  becaufe  he  expt£led  reinforce- 
ments, then  it  became  a  juft  ground  of  inquiry  why  thefe  rein- 
forcements had  not  arrived,  and  whether  they  had  been  kept  back 
from  unavoidable  accidents,  or  from  the  negligence  of  Minifters. 
He  profefled  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  fadt ;  but  he  hoped  that  the 
real  ftate  of  the  cafe  would  come  out.  He  had  always  thought  an 
inquiry  necefiary ;  and  he  now  confidered  it  to  be  indifpenfable  for 
the  charader  of  Sir  Charles  Grey. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  an  unfair  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  aflertion  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  When  an  honour- 
able gentleman  fliortly  expreflfed  an  argument,'  into  which  he  af- 
terwards meant  to  enter  more  fully,  it  was  not  to  be  expelled 
that  he  (hould  guard  it  with  every  minute  qualification.  I}is  right 
honourable  friend  had  dated  as  two  (hong  arguments,  that  on  the 
iftof  June,  Sir  fharlcs  Grey  felt  no  immediate  uneafincfs  with 
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fe(]p8£t  to  the  facurity  df  the  ffldirKfis/  thftt  ltd  had  iSlf^Mhtd  thofe 
four  ttfgifAcms  to  St.  DojtrAngpf  afkl  that  he  Hid  fct^  On  his  re- 
turn  to  thil  country.  If  during  the  length  of  time  which  after- 
wards  intervenedy  before  arty  feihforcernent  arrived,  fome  dai^ei 
had  occurred^  which  he  in  the  flrft  inftance  c6tild  not  fbrefce, 
that  was  a  potnt  afterwards  to  be  argued. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faidi  that  he  l^rould  put  the  queftion  upon  a 
fliort  iflfue*  Was  Sir  Charles  Grey  perfedly  fatisfied  of  the  fe- 
turity  of  the  Illands>  from  the  circumftance  of  being  in  potMbon 
of  a  force  fully  fufficient  for  their  defence,  or  from  the  expcSa- 
tion  of  the  arrival  of  a  greater  reinforcement  r 

General  TARLETON  afked  whether,  in  fending  the  itgi- 
Inents  to  St.  Domingo,  Sir  Charles  Grey  followed  his  own  indi- 
nations,  or  the  inftruSions  of  Minifters  ? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  this  was  a  delicate  point 
He  underftood  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  was  always  of  opinion,  that 
the  force  which  he  had  was  infufficient  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Iflands.  Sir  Charles  Grey  never  did,  never  could  make  a  de^ 
claration  that  thofe  Iflands  could  be  retained  without  an  addidomi 
force.  But  was  not  the  inference  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman obvioufly  meant  to  draw  from  his  ftatcment— diat  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  on  leaving  the  Iflands,  was  pcrk&ly  fatisfied  with 
refped  to  their  fecurity,  and  the  adequacy  of  the  force  left  4o  pro- 
te^  them  ?  But  would  Sir  Charles  Grey,  he  aflced,  have  aded  as 
be  did,  except  in  the  convi£lion  that  a  larger  force  was  to  be  fent 
fot  their  protedion  ?  He  muft  perfift  therefore  in  his  motion  fcr 
the  attendance  of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  the  only  queftion  he 
ihould  aflc  him  at  the  bar  was, — "  Whether,  upon  fending  away 
the  regiments,  and  leaving  the  iflands,  he  thought  them  in  a  ftate 
of  fecurity,  except  on  the  fuppofltion  of  the  arrival  of  additional 
reinforcements." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  gentlemen  on  the  o*cr  fide 
feemed  to  infinuate  as  if  his  right  honourable  friend  wi(hed  to 
fliift  off  the  refponfibility  from  himfelf  to  Sir  Charles  Gity.  He 
appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  he  had  ever  difcovcred  a  difpofi- 
tion  of  that  fort,  and  whether  he  had  not  difplayed,  on  every  oc- 
Cafion,  the  nioft  finccre  refpcft  ft)r  the  merits,  and  the  wanncft 
and  moft  grateftil  inteitft  in  die  charader  of  that  gallant  conv- 
tnander  ?  His  right  honourable  friend  had  ftatcd,  that  Sir  Charles 
Grey  would  not  have  left  the  Iflands,  except  from  the  conviflion 
of  their  perfeft  fecurity— thus  appealing  to  the  acknowledged  gal- 
lantry, fidelity,  and  xeal  of  that  rcfpeflable  officer  as  the  moft 
•Powerful  argument  whfch  he  could  adduce ;  and  this  by  gendcnicn 
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M  llie-adMr  Ade^  wai  aHem]^  t6  W  (Mrvirttd  into  aii.  imputa- 
tion on  his  thanderl  With  tefptSt  to  the  motion  for  Sir  Charlct 
Greg's  attendance  at  the  Bar,*  the  honourable  gentleman  had  avowed 
'fei9ud3je6l  lo  be  only  to  move  for  papers,  in  order  to  afcertatn 
whether  there  was  ground  for  inquiiy.  But  (hould  this  motion  be 
adopted,  it  went  not  onlj  to  decide  the  queftbn  of  inquilry,  but 
even  to  take  a  flepforthe  purpofe^ 

Mr.  FOX  admitted  that  the  attendance  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 
coidd  not  be  required  till  the  queftion  of  inquiry  was  decided ;  but 
he  contended  that  the  fliiode  in  which  the  name  of  this  gallant 
•commander  had  been  brought  forward,  fiimilbed  itfelf  a  cogent 
ground  for  an  inquiry,  and  fuch  as  Ae  Houfe  Ought  not  to  relift* 
Sir  Chdiiles  Grey  might  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  quit  the  Iflands^ 
in  the  afliirance  that  a  reinforcement  was  coming  out,  andtfiat  an 
ofljcer  was  appointed  by  His  Majefty  to  afltime  the  command.  But 
that  was  no  leafon  vfbj  an  inference  fliould  be  drawn,  that  he  was 
perfe^y  (atisfied  with  refped  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Iflands,  if  that 
reinforcement  did  not  arrive.  What  had  been  attempted  this 
Dight,  ftimiihed  ait  illuftration  of  the  nnodem  doctrine  of  Minif* 
ters'  difcuiTion  without  inquiry.  In  anfwer  to  h&s  and  ai^guments^ 
they  brou^t  forward  partial  and  mutilated  llatements,  and  then 
Tefufed  to  produce  the  documents,  by  which  the  real  ftate  of  the 
cafe  could  be  afccrtaihed.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  they  attempted 
'to'ihelter  themfelves  under  the  opinion  of  a  refpc^ble  com- 
mander, but  rcfiifcd  to  bring  forward  the  papers  which  were  ne- 
cefiary,  in  order  to  (hew  on  what  grounds  and  principles  thaf 
opinion  was  founded.  Had  not  the  prefent  explanation  taken 
place,  they  would  then  have  had  the  advantage  of  their. unfounded 
inference,  and  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles 
would  have  gone  abroad  to  the  country.  He  wilhed  the  papers 
to  be  brought  forward,  and  to  be  made  the  fubjeft  of  inquiry. 
The  decifion  would  then  reft,  not  on  his  opinion,  or  on  that  of 
Sir  Charles  Grey ;  it  would  be  determined  not  by  hypothefes,  but 
by  h&s  and  by  evidence ;  in  that  way  only  the  real  merits  of  the 
cafe  could  be  afcertained. 

The  queftion  that  the  debate  (hould  be  adjourned  to  Thurfday 
next  was  then  put  and  carried.  Mr.  Grey,  who  had  been  abfent 
during  the  convcrfation,  and  who  entered  as  the  Speaker  was  put-» 
ting  the  queftion  to  adjourn,  faid  that  he  muft  bicg  to  detain  the 
Houfe  for  a  few  moments.  Many  allufions  he  undcrftood  had  been 
juft  made  to  a  charader  in  whom  he  was  highly  interefted.  When 
on  a  former  occailon  he  declared  that  he  would  not  interfere  in 
die  fubjc^t  of  debate,  it  was  becaufc  the  relation  to  whom  be  al- 
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ludcdittd  ttifMjtd  famtfiot  toribte  any  thing  ^Ndu^b  b&oii|^t  h^M 
eAk&cA  from  his  inform^i^on*  or  which  ,tnight  focm  to  ftapd  19QK 
iii&  authority.   .  With  this  injunction  he  wa^^  de(in>u^  to  comply. 
At  the  fame  time  he  muft  (late>  .that  the^cnolV  earned  wifli  of  tivtt 
fofon  was  to.have  the  fulled  inquiry  inftitutedinto  every  tranfa^on 
in  which  he  was  concerned,  fo.  far  as  was  cpfififtcnt  with  the  public 
intered.     He  mud  therefore  beg,  that  no  inference  (hould  be  drawn 
haai  any  fuppofed  i^inion  of  that  perfon>  excppt  that  papers  were 
podueed  which  explained  the  grounds  and  principles^  upon  which 
diatppimon,  Was  founded. ,    Tlni^  nauch  be  found  neceiTary  to  (late, 
in  juftice  to  a  character  whom  be  bad  ev^ry  leafon  to  refpedl  and 
love.     He  therefore  hoped  that  if  any  opinion  of  that  perfon  had 
been*  brought  forward,  ^  and  any  inference  attempted  to  be  founded 
upon  itj  tl^t.  no  .evidence  (hould  berefofed  which  was  aeceflary  to 
ducidate  the  fubject,  and  that  all  the  circumftances.of  the  cafe 
would  undergp  the  fulled  and  mod  minute  invedigatibn. 

Friday f  7.2d  Apfil. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  refolvii^  itfclf  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  on  the  wine-duty  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  it  be  an  indrudlton  to  ^e  Committee, 
to  prohibit  au£tioneer$  from  felling  any  wines^  wh^ch  cannot  be 
proved  to  have  paid  the  duty. 

General  SMITH  infided  that  fuch  a  proof  would  be  impofiible 
in  every  cafe  to  be  given. 

Mr.  ROSE  acknowledged  that  ^here  mi^t  be  fome  difficulty  in 
particular  indances,  but  he  contented  that  if  fuch  a  provifion  was 
not  made,  wine  might  come  from  private  cellars  into  the  market, 
duty  free. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  oppofed  this  provldon,  on  account  of  its  im- 
praS^icability.  He  did  not  fee  however,  why  private  gentlemen 
(hould  not  pay  for  their  dock  as  well  as  wine  dealers  ;  or  thai  the 
rich  (hould  be  allowed  to  drink  their  wine  at  two  (hillings  a  bottk 
for  feveral  years,  when  the  poor  were  paying  three  (hillings  and  (ix- 
pence. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  ROSE's  motion, 

Ayes,  38 — Noes,    20 — Majority,   18. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill ; 
but  on  account  of  the  thinncfs  of  the  Houfe,  MV.  ROSE  moved, 
that  the  chairman  report  progrcfs,  and  that  the  Committee  (it  again 
on  Monday  next. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  GREY  gave  notice,  that  on  Tucfday  fe'nnight,  in  confe- 
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quence  of  the  papers  that  had  been  laid  -upon  the  table,  he  would 
prppoTe  to  the  Houie.a  feries  of  refolutlon$>  Inaplicacing  Mioiflcn, 
on  a  charge  of  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law,  and  grofs  mifapplioi- 
tion  of  the  public  nu>ney ;  and  if  the  refolutions  fliould  be  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  he  meant  them  as  the  ground  for  an  innipeadft*. 
mcqt. 

Mr.  DENT  moved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  dpg  tax  be  de-.. 
fcrrcd  till  Monday,  on  accoimt  of  the  abfcnce  of  the  Minifter,  when 
he  would  propofe  entering  into  that  (lage  of  the  bill,  whether  be 
was  piefent  or  not.  He  would  alfo  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houle  that 
no  difference  fliould  be  made  between  aflfefied  and  unaiTeiTed  hooles  ; 
and  aMb  upon  the  application  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  tax  to. 
the  relief  of  the  poor  rates. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  £iid,  he  did  not  know  how  the  bill  concerned 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  all,  cxcq>t  there  was  fiNOC 
fpecia]  provifion  in  it  agsunil  a  deffa-udive  animal,  with  ^^  William 
Pitt'*  upon  his  collar,  which  had  been  found  killing  (heep.  He 
was  not  at  all  furprifed  at  any  creature  of  that  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman living  upon  the  public.  He  ferioufly  advifed,  however, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  to  have  another  bill  prepared ;  fiir 
the  claufes  of  the  prefent  were  fo  abfurd,  that  he  was  confident  the 
bill  would  be  thrown  out. 

General  SMITH  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  would 
move  that  John  Fenton  Cawthome^  Efq.  be  ordered  to  attend  in 
his  place  on  this  day  fe'nnight. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  general  enckifuxe,  was 
brought  up  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  the  biU  bad  undeigone  levml 
alterations,  but  that  all  its  material  parts  remained  the  fame.  He 
was  confident  that  it  would  be  found  of  elTential  advantage  id  the 
country,  and  that  it  would  do  credit  to  thofe  who  had  prepared  it. 
He  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  on  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  approved  of  this  bill ;  but  he  though  h 
would  be  raih  to  pais  a  bill  (^  fuch  importaiu:e  in  the  courfe  of  one 
fcflion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  em^rdy  difappioved  of  the  bill^  as  it  promifad. 
advantages  which  it  would  never  prodiicc«  He  particularly  adver- 
ted to  its  making  no  provifion  for  the  cultivation  of  the  royal  Corcfts. 
Mr.  CURWEN  was  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  iiland  over  till 
next  feflion. 
'  Lord  SHEFFIELD  thought  that  at  Icaft  it  ought  to  pafs  throuj^ 
^  Comxiuttec  in  the  prefent  fei^on. 
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The  order  of^the  day  was  read  for  refumii^  the  adjourned  Com* 
Itiittee  on  the  wine-duty  bill- 
Mr.  ROSE  moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  bill,  becaufc  the 
Clerk  had  inferted  the  claufe  in  the  billi  for  the  introdudion  of 
which  he  had  moved  that  infirufiions  (hould  be  given  to  the  Com- 
stiittee,  and  confequently  it  became  irregnlar.  The  claufe  was  to 
prohibit  auAioneers  ftom  felling  any  wine  but  what  had  been  proved 
ID  have  paid  the  duty. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  did  not  rife  to  objed  to  the  motion,  but  he 
'  was  in  hopes  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  foand 
other  defers  to  ground  his  motion  on.  He  thought  it  very  impro- 
per that  the  dock  of  perfons  felling  wine  fhould  have  been  taken 
before  the  bill  had  paffed  into  a  law,  and  he  was  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  know  how  the  new  duty  could  attach,  or  any  penalty  in  cafe  of 
felling  it,  upon  the  old  duties  only,  could  be  laid,  before  that  \v9 
had  been  really  decreed.  A  cafe  had  happened  this  morning,  he 
heard,  where  a  perfon  had  fent  out  wine  to  his  cuilomer,  burdened 
with  the  chaig^  of  the  old  duties  only,  and  an  excife  officer  had 
ieixed  the  wine.  Now  he  wanted  to  know  by  what  authority  tbe 
cxcife  officer  had  made  that  feizure  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  conceived  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  rnlf- 
infernfied,  for  nothing  more  had  hitherto  been  done,  after  taking 
the  ftock  in  hand,  than  to  deliver  a  notice  to  the  dealer  that  the 
ftock  might  become  fubjefl  to  the  new  duty.  The  bill  was  whh- 
drawn,  and  another  ordered  in  itsftead. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  an  account  of  all 
monies  ifTued  by  the  Barrack-mader  General  for  temporary  bar- 
racks, which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  copies 
printed. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  moved  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
for  the  better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  within  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  again  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  bill, 
which  was  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  ihc  jurifdi6lion  of 
the  court  of  requefts  in  the  city  of  London  to  debts  of  five  pounds, 
which  was  formerly  confined  to  debts  of  forty  fhillings.  That  court 
derived  its  origin  from  the  Privy  Council,  at  a  time  by  no  means 
favourable  to  that  grand  boaft  of  Briti(b  liberty — a  trial  by  juiy  \ 
for  it  was  formed  in  the  tyrannical  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  andaficr- 
wards  revived  again  by  James.  It  had  been  urged  in  fgpport  of  the 
prefcnt  bill,  that  the  difference  between  the  value  of  money  at  that 
time  and  the  prcfent,  afibrdcd  a  fufficient  ground  for  the  intiodttSion 


A>RiL  25.]  DEBATlES. 

of  this  bill.  But  this  ai^umcnt,  if  infiftcdon,  went  much 
than  the  introducers  of  the  bill  intended.  For  the  fame 
the  authority  of  every  court  of  confcience  in  the  kingdom  flu 
equally  extended.  This  bill,  which  was  to  take  away  the 
jury  in  all  cafes  under  five  pounds,  was  inrended  to  apply  to  L 
where  there  was  leaft  of  all  occafion  for  fuch  a  meafiir*^. 
quefHons  of  great  importance  might  come  under  the  dccifion 
fons  who  were  not  competent  to  be  judges.  They  were  a 
take  away  a  trial  by  jury  in  a  place  where  there  were  alrcai 
good  courts  to  decide  upon  fuch  cafes,  a  court  where  a  jury  fi 
a  court  of  record.  Now,  if  the  prefent  bill  paifed,  the  01 
filhince  a  perfon  could  make,  iffued  upon  a  falfedebt,  wouh 
filing  an  indictment  for  perjury,  which  would  create  great 
and  expence.  He  truf^ed,  however,  the  Houfe  would  not  tj 
trial  for  debt  out  of  the  hands  of  a  jury,  and  place  it  in  t! 
Confimiflioners.  He,  therefore,  moved  this  amendment,  * 
the  bill  be  read  this  day  three  iponths." 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid  a  few  words  agaii 
bill.      He  would  always  oppofe  any  meafure  which  tended 
fringe  the  trial  by  jury,  which  he  confidcred  to  be  the  com< 
of  Britifh  liberty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  from  what  he  had  then  heard, 
of  the  propriety  of  deferring  the  queftion.  It  was  a  quefti 
obferved,  of  great  importance,  and  it  demanded  fome  delibc 
He  regretted  that  it  had  not  called  the  attention  of  other  gen 
befides  the  learned  gentleman,  and  been  difcufled  at  an  ealiei 
of  the  feilion.  If  any  means  could  be  fuggefted  ofprefervi 
trial  by  jury  forfmall  debts,  at  a  lefs  expencc  than  it  had 
fent  occailoned,  he  would  certainly  give  his  confent  to  that 
preferable  meafure. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  had  no  objeaion  to  t 
pofed  delay. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  this  day. three  months. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  had  gone  through  every  pag< 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  Colonel  Cawthorne,  ai 
every  line  be  had  read  fully  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion 
judice  of  the  fentence.  He  therefore  had  the  two  following  1 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  :  "  That  the  copy  of  the  paper  entit 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  held  on  John  Fcnton  C^v 
£fq.  prcfented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  be  tal 
oonfideration  on  Friday  morning  next ;"  and  "  that  Colone 
^U)me  be  ordered  to  attend  at  die  fime  time  at  the  bai 
Houfe." 

V©L.  XLV.  3T 
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'  Lord  TYRCONNEL  wiihed  the  Houfc  to  be  fully  informed 
on  the  fubjcd^  before  it  came  under  dircuflion,  and  was  therefore 
defirous  of  giving  members  time  to  read  the  whole  proceccUngs.— 
He  was  alfo  anxious  thjit  his  unfortunate  relation  mi^ht  have  time 
*o  make  as  good  a  defence  as  poflible.  He  therefore  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  agree  to  appoint  Monday  next  for  taking  Cp  this 
bufincfs.     , 

Mr.  DENT  Supported  the  propofition  of  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

General  SMITH'S    motions  were  then  agreed  to,    with  the 
amendment  of  Monday  in  place  of  Friday. 

I'he  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  the  commitment  of  (he 
dog-tax  bill. 

Mr.  DENT  moved  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  expedl  that  a  motion  would  have  been  made 
to  withdraw  the  bill,  an  i  on  that  account  he  formerly  recommended 
His  Majcfty's  Minifters  to  have  another  ready,  for  he  conceivd  it 
would  be  lofing  time  to  attempt  to  amend  it.     He  had  never  fccn  a 
bill  fo  abfurd  and  objedlionable  throughout  before,  and  indeed  be 
was  not  forry  that  it  was  fo,  for  it  appeared  to  him  a  juft  puniih- 
ment  for  the  pride  and  prefumption  of  thofe  perfons,  who,  becaufe 
they  retain  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  imagine  thcmfelves  fo  many  Chan- 
cellors of  Exchequers,  and  impatiently  ilep  forward  to  propofe  new 
taxes.     Indead  of  being  deGrous  to  take  the  management  of  finance 
out  of  Miniftcrs*  hands,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  for  them  to 
leave  it  where  it  is  ;  becaufe  by  leaving  Minifters  in  the  undifturbed 
pofleflionof  the  privilege  of  impofing  taxes,  they  left  them  a  rcf- 
ponflbility  for  the  heavy  burdens  they  laid  upon  the  people,  to  de- 
fray the  enormous  expenccs  of  thofe  wars  their  indifcreet  ambition 
occafioned,  and  confequently  all  the  odium.  ,  Now  in  regard  to 
the  billitfclf,  he  never  met  with  one  more  extraordinarily  worded ; 
and  the  folly  of  it  extended  even  to  the  title  j  for,  whereas  the  title 
ihould  have  been  '*  A  tax  bill,"  it  was  entitled,  «  A  bill  for  d» 
better  prote<flion  of  ^ke  perfons  and  property  of  His  M^jefty's  fob- 
jefts  ag:iin(l  the  evil  arifing  from  the  increafe  of  dQgs«  by  fubjcd- 
ing  the  keeping  or  having  fuch  dogs  to  a  duty."     Hence,  inftcad 
of  fuppofing,  as  it  generally  had  been  fuppofed,  that  dpgs  were  bet- 
ter than  watchmen  for  the  proteflion  of  property,  people  might  be 
led  to  imagine  that  dogs  were  guilty  of  all  the  burglaries  ufoally 
committed.     In  the  preamble,  alfo,  there  was  the  fame  (pedes  of 
phrafeology  :  for  it  begins—-"  Whereas  mafly  dai^rs,  accidents, 
and  inconveniences,"  which,  to  be  fure,  vras  a  beautiful  climax  1 
*'  had  happened  to  the  cattle,  and  other  property  of  His  Majefty'* 
^ubjcds."     Now  he  had  never  before  heard  of  any  particular  acci- 
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dents  happening  to  property  from  the  hydrophobia,  except  in  the  cafe 
of  cattle.  In  the  Adventurer,  a  periodical  paper,  publifhed  by  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Hawkcfworth,  he  remembered,  indeed,  a  fort  of 
humorous  account  of  a  dog  that  Bit  a  hcg  in  the  ftrrets  ;  the  hog 
bit  a  farmer,  and  the  farmer  bit  a  cow ;  and,  what  was  very  ex- 
traordinary, each  conveyed  his  peculiar  quality  to  the  other  :  for 
the  hog  barked  like  a  dog,  the  farmer  grunted  like^a  hog,  and  the 
cow  did  the  beft  to  talk  like  the  farmer.  Now,  he  thought,  there 
muft  have  been  fomcthing  like  this  difpofition  in  inanimate  things 
alfo,  by  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  gentleman  lookingfo  carefully 
after  property  ;  for,  unlefs  an  jnftance  had  occurred  of  furniture's 
behaving  in  a  diforderly  manner,  or  a  dumb  waiter's  barking  in 
confequence  of  the  hydrophobia,  he  conceived  fudh  a  phrafe  could 
not  have  been  introduced.  The  next  part  he  had  to  notice  was  a 
ciaufe,  the  blank  pf  which  he  hoped  would  never  be  6Iled,  that  very 
folcmnly  ihited,  •*  For  and  in  refpedl  of  every  fuch  dog,  and 
for  and  in  refpe£l  of  cveiy  fuch  bitch,"  a  fum  hereafter  to  be 
fixed  was  to  be  paid,  and  a  regifter  of  fuch  payments  fixed  on  the 
church-door  where  the  parties*  refide.  So  that,  if  the  bill  pafTed, 
they  ought  t«  pafs  another  to  enlarge  all  the  church  and  chapel 
doors  throughout  the  kingdom,  for,  what  with  one  tax  and  anp-^ 
ther,  no  modern  church  or  chapel  door  was  capable  of  containing  a 
rcgifler  of  them  all. 

There  was  another  claufe,  which  was  to  ena<S,  That  whenever 
a  peribn  did  not  pay  the  duty,  no  adion  (hould  apply  againft  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  for  dedroying,  or  converting  fuch  dog  or  dogs, 
bitch  or  bitches,  to  their  own  ufe,  as  were  not  paid  for.  Now,  if 
this  claufe  was  abfolutely  to  remain,  and  any  perfon  did  deilroy  or 
convert,  as  the  phrafe  is,  another  perfon*s  dog,  he  would  moft  pro- 
bably afTumc,  that  it  was  not  paid  for ;  or  otherwife,  by  what  means 
could  it  commonly  be  proved  ?  So  far  the  bill  was  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  humanity;  for  it  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  death*  war- 
rant againfl  that  valuable  race  of  animals.  Befidcs,  he  wanted  to 
know  what  principle  the  bill  proceeded  upon,  that  the  fame  privi- 
lege Should  not  be  alfo  allowed  with  refpeft  to  horfes,  fince  there 
was  a  certain  fpecies  of  dogs,  fuch  as  pointers,  fetters,  &c.  that 
were  fcarcely  lefs  valuable.  According  to  the  fame  mode  of  rea- 
foning  too,  he  did  not  fee  why  there  (hould  not  be  a  general  fcram- . 
ble  for  all  the  hats  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  did  not 
pay  the  hat  duty ;  nor  why  smy  perfon  (hould  not  convert  the  pow- 
^9  another  man  wore,  to  his  own  ufc,  if  he  fufpedied  that  man  had 
not  taken  out  a  licence.  It  was  true,  that  after  any  perfon  had  loft 
^  dog  in  Ihii  manner,  a  claufe  was  provided,  whereby  he  might 


ft 


508  1»ARLIAMENTARY  [Commom. 

bring  an  a£lion,  and  maintain  a  right  to  recover  damages  from  the 
converter  ;  but  how  would  it  happen,  if  the  dog,  ftill  fond  of  his 
former  attachments,  (liouUl  follow  his  old  mafter  ?  That  mafler 
might,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  be  whipped  as  a  dog-dealer,  though  he 
,(houM  afterwards  gain  an  a<Sioi>  to  prove  the  profccutor  the  thief. 
He  abhorred  the  bill  for  its  inhumanity,  becaufe  it  was  an  encou- 
ragement to  maflacrc;  and  even  if  the  inhumanity  of  it  were  entirely 
out  of  the  qucftion,  he  (hould  confidcr  it  ill  timed,  in  point  of  po- 
licy, inafmuch  as  it  was  brought  forward  at  a  time  when  a  part  of 
this  ufeful  fpecies  was  co-operating  with  the  Combined  Powers,  by 
maintaining,  with  unparalleled  terocity,  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
humanity.  In  (hort,  it  was  fliewing  fuch  ingratitude  to  our  aUieSi 
as  could  never  be  juftificd.  He  came  at  laft  to  one  qualifying 
claufe,  which  was  intended  to  ena<S,  That  puppies,  when  born, 
(hould  not  be  liable  to  the  penalty.  But  he  wilhed  to  know  at 
what  time  they  were  to  be  made  liable,  and  by  what  parifli  rcgiftcr 
they  were  to  alcertain  the  birth  of  puppies,  for  he  thought  tficrc 
would  be  feme  difficulty  in  getting  people  to  come  forward  and  ^^ 
cord  precifely  evqry  hour  what  bitch  litters.  A  doftrine  had  ban 
inculcated,  that  dogs  devour  the  fuftenance  of  the  poor,  and  there- 
fore we  were  now  to  be  in  the  Hate  of  a  befieged  garrifon,  and  feed 
upon  the  fare  of  dogs  and  cats.  The  bill  )ii  this  inftance  tended 
to  defeat  its  own  obje<5l ;  for  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  poor,  at 
this  moment  of  dearth  and  fcarcity,  could  afford  to  divide  their 
fcanty  meal  with  fuch  animals  ?  and  if  they  did,  what  was  ths 
conclufion,  but  ^that  they  would  rather  deprive  themfclves  of  fome 
of  the  necelTarics  of  life,  than  lofe  their  dumb,  but  faithful  compa- 
nions ?  Upon  the  fcore  of  humanity,  he  had  dill  another  obje^on 
to  oi&r.  If  the  bill  paffed,  there  would  be  fo  many  dogs  knocked 
on  the  head,  that  it  would  tend  to  harden  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mon people,  and  familiarize  them  to  fccnes  of  cruelty  and  murder; 
and  the  mere  fight  of  fo  many  curs  hanging  at  the  doors  of  the  lower 
orders  of  tlie  people,  already  too  frequently  complained  of  on  ac- 
count of  their  brutality  to  fpeechlefs  animals,  might  lead  to  far  more 
fatal  confequences.  If  the  tax  were  levied  only  upon  hounds  and 
fporting  dogs,  he  (hould  oppofe  it,  becaufe  it  would  only  tftid  to  die 
diminution  of  the  few  pleafures  which  induce  gentlemen  to  fpend 
their  (tjrtunes  on  their  own  eilates.  Upon  thefc  grounds  he  wi/hed 
the  bill  might  not  be  perliAed  in. 

llic  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  did  not  mean  to  objcd  to  the 
whole  of  the  bill,  but  to  part  of  it  only.  He  thought  a  tax  upon 
all  fporting  dogs  fair,  becaufe  they  arc  a  kind  of  luxury,  and  their 
mvners  can  afford  to  pay.     But  he  thought  there  was  a  paf&on, 
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fplcen,  and  enmityi  againft  the  canine  race,  in  the  formation  of 
the  billy  that  amounted  really  to  a  principle  of  extirpation.     From 
the  tenor  of  it  he  (hould  have  been  apt  to  imagine  that  Adlseon  had 
revived,  or  that  feme  fabulous  divinities  had  defcended  to  pronounce 
an  eternal  ban  and  curfc  on  the  whole  race  of  dogs.     They  cer- 
tainly at  times  were  difagreeable,  and  he  had  felt  that  inconveni- 
ence; but  he  (hould  have  been  loath  to  have  gone,  in  confequence, 
to  avenge  himfclf  on  the  whole  fpecies.     It  was  unworthy  of  this 
or  any  other  country,  to  levy  a  rate  on  any  animal,  becaufc  that  ani- 
mal was  not  employed  in  tilling  ground,  or  becaufe  the  poor  might 
feed  on  dog*s  provilions.      It  appeared  as  if  there  was  not  room 
enough  on  earth  for  men  and  dogs.     The  honourable  gentleman 
had  entered  into  feveral  calculations  to  (hew  the  number  of  dogs 
and  the  quantity  of  provifions  they  confumed ;  but  he  feemed  to 
forget  that  there  *va8  a  great  quantity  of  wafte  which  they  deftity- 
ed,  which,  if  they  were  annihilated^  would  become  a  greater  nui- 
fance.     He  feemed  to  imagine,  that  all  the  rcfufe,  now  given  to 
dogs,  would  go  to  human  creatures.     No  fuch  thing ;  for  they 
confume  a  great  quantity  of  oflPal,  which  could  not  well  be  Other- 
wife  difpofed  of,  and  confequently  his  calculation  of  the  quantity  of 
provifions  was  exceedingly  erroneous.  He  had  alfo  excited  an  alarm 
upon  this  head,  by  obferving  that  population  increafes  with  provi- 
iiun.    So  it  does,  but  not  if  there  be  a  greater  quantity  of  provifions 
than  the  confumers  require.     How  much  of  the  produce  of  the 
earth  goes  to  other  purpofes  than  the  food  of  man  ?     Does  nol  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  give  to  his  coach-horfes  and  his 
faddle-horfes,  what  would  fcrve  for  human  food  ?     But  when  you 
confider  the  fu^enance  of  men,  you  are  to  confider  their  comforts 
and  enjoyments  alfo;  or  if  you  do  not,  we  (hall  revert  to  rudenefs 
and  batbarifm.     Now,  as  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to 
the  dogs  of  ^he  poor,  his  objedUons  were  too  numerous  to  be  re- 
peated. Some  dogs  are  retained  by  the  poor  as  implements  of  trade, 
and  the  Legiflatutc  ought  not  to  tax  the  induftry,  but  the  expen- 
diture, of  the  people.     Some  were  retained  for  their  companionable 
qualities  ;  and  when  the  fidelity  and  winning  attachment  of  a  do^ 
was  remembered,  it  was  unkind  to  propofe  a  plan  which  (hould 
tend  to  deftroy  him.     Dogs  kept  for  fporting,  were  peculiar  to  the 
rich,  and  though  he  did  not  mean  to  arraign  fporting,  he  thought  it 
not  the  higheft  fort  of  amufement,  inafmuch  as  it  reduced  the  hunter 
to  the  condition  of  the  animal  he  hunted.  With  the  rich,  it  might 
be  taxed  ;  but  with  the  poor,  the  afFedlloh  for  a  dog  was  fo  natural, 
that  in  poetry  and  painting  it  had  been  conftantly  recorded,  and  in 
tny  fort  of  domeilic  reprcfentation,  we  fcarcely  fee  a  pidlure  without 
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a  memorial  of  this  attachment.  If  the  rich  man  fecla  a  partiality 
for  a  ddgy  what  muft  a  poor  man  do,  wKo  has  fo  few  amufemcn^s  ? 
—A  dog  is  the  companion  of  his  laborioDs  liours ;  and  when  he  is 
bereft  of  his  wife  and  children^  fills  up  the  drear  vacuity.  It  is  a 
well-known  hA^  that  Alexander  Selkirk,  upon  whofe  narnrtive  the 
fk)ry  of  Robinfon  Crufoe  was  founded,  cultivated  the  fociety  uf 
ifivery  animal  upon  the  ifland,  except  thofe  uhich  he  was  obliged  to 
kill  for  food.  This  was  his  greateft  fatisfadion,  and  a  dog  affijrds 
a  finular  fatisfa£Uon  to  the  poor.  Would  the  Houfe  then  facriiice 
that  honefty  virtuous  fatisfadion  ?  An  honourable  gentleman  be- 
hind him  (Mr.  Buxton)  difapprovcd  of  any  difl'er^nce  between  (he 
poor  and  rich,  becaufe  he  wifhed  for  equality,  forgetting  that  equal 
burdens  are  laid  upon  unequal  means,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
proportioned  in  the  fame  mano^  as  rewards  and  punifhrnents. — 
But  although  he  wished  the  tax  to  be  levied  upon*fporting  dogs,  he 
was  a  friend  to  the  game  laws,  and  to  ariOocratical  diftindions ;  and 
he  thought  all  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged  againft  the  game 
laws  were  recommendations  in  their  favour,  provided  they  were  not 
oppreflive.  He  did  not  think  that  poor  men  kept  dogs  for  the  de- 
firudion  of  game,  and  he  lived  .in  a  game  C9unty  where  he  was 
qualified  to  judge,  and  if  a  poacher  wanted  a  dog  for  that  purpofe, 
he  could  afford  to  pay  for  it ;  fo  that,*  extending  the  tax  to  the 
poor,  would  be  no  protciftion  to  the  game.  As  to  the  worrying 
of  (beep,  the  dogs  commonly  kept  by  poor  people  were  too  fmall  \ 
for  the  dogs  that  worry  fheep  are  pointers,  hounds,  lurchers,  guard- 
dogs,  &c.  and  whenever  they  are  once  guilty  of  that  vice,  they 
will  never  leave  it  off  till  they  are  dcftroycd  ;  but,  dead  or  alive, 
they  hunt  the  animal,  and  have  been  known  to  tear  the  (kins  in 
tanners'  yards.  He  was  in  perfed^  conformity  with-  his  honourable 
friend,  when  he  did  not  wi(h  to  levy  any  affeffment  on  the  poor; 
for  if  people,  diftreffed  as  fome  were  who  kept  dogs,  would  deprive 
themfelves  of  part  of  their  food  to  keep  a  dog,  that  was  the  heft 
proof  of  the  value  of  the  animal,  and  he  knew  if  the}'  were  af- 
feffed,  how  likely  they  would  be  to  be  taken  up  by  tlic  pariih  of- 
ficers. An  honourable  friend  (Mr.^Buxton)  had  faid,  that  no  per- 
fon  who  receives  relief  fh>m  the  pariih  ought  to  be  allowed  to  keep 
a  dqg.  He  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  becaufe  the  whole  ciats 
of  labourers  are  fo  liable  to  apply  for  relief,  on  account  of  the  un- 
equal balance  of  their  earnings  and  expenditure,  that  every  accident 
or  calamity  fubjedls  them  to  the  neccffity  of  making  fuch  applica- 
tion«  It  would  be  cruel  and  impolitic  to  pafs  fuch  a  law  ;  for  it  is 
a  fort  of  law,  from  which  every  man  would  revolt.  The  dog  is  a 
'in^panion  to  the  foUtary  mani  and  to  ihe  man  of  family  a  play-* 
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fellow  for  his  children  ;  and  thefc  confiderations  induced  hiiYi  tb 
wifti  ^t  fatisfaftion  to  be  prefcrved  to  the  poor.  He  had  been  led 
on  by  the  fubjcft  farther  than  he  intended  ;  but  he  could  not  think 
of  facrificing  any  man's  feelings  to  any  confidcration  of  intercft 
which  had  been  held  out  from  the  extenfion  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  PENTON  faid,  he  objcfted  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
bill.  The  moft  bt-^garly.  nation  would  not,  he  (jaid,  adopt  a  mca- 
fare  calculated  to  exterminate  the  whole  of  the  canine  fpecies.  In 
fomc  parts  of  Germany,  dogs  were  taxed  according  to  their  fize*— a 
regulation  which,  if  it  was  to  take  place  in  this  kingdom,  would 
fuhjedl  him  to  a  fcverc  import,  as  he  once  weighed  a  dog  of  his 
againft  a  nobleman  in  the  other  Houfc,  when  the  dog  outweighed 
tbf  Peer  by  a  poufid.  The  hanging  of  dogs  would  familiarize  the 
people  to  barbarity;  and  the  circumftancc  of  a  park  keeper  once 
killing  a^  favourite  fpaniel  of  his,  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  cutting 
the  animals's  head. otF  afterwards  with  a  hatchet,  made  fuch  an  !m- 
preffion  on  his  mind,  as  he  was  furc  never  could  be  crafcd  from  his 
memory.  Had  he  had  the  hatchr t  in  his  hand,  and  the  park-keeper 
in  his  power,  he  could  not  now  fay  what  might  have  been  the  con- 
fequcnce.  How  then  could  the  Houfe  fay,  that  the  poor  man, 
placed  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  would  not  be  a<Stuated  by  fimilar  feel- 
ings ?  As  far  as  a  tax  on  luxury,  he  had  no  objefllon  to  the  bill ; 
but  the  poor  fliould  certainly  be  exempted.  On  the  whole,  the' bill 
was  fo  extremely  exceptionable,  that  he  recommended  it  to  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  BUXTON  profcffed  himfclf  a  friend  to  the  mcafurc.  He 
would  not  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  through  all  his 
theoretical  obfervations,  but  was  convinced,  if  the  Houfe  was  a£tu- 
atcd  by  real  humanity,  that  they  would  curtail  the  number  of  dogs, 
as  the  keeping  of  even  of  one  of  thefc  animals  muft  coft  a  poor  man 
{bnnething,  and  that  expence  mui>  take  {ix>m  the  fupport  of  his  fa- 
mily. Dogs  were  only,  among  the  lower  .orders,  ufeful  to  poachers, 
and  no  indtiftrious  man  would  wi(h  to  keep  a  dog.  He  (lili 
thought  it  hard,  that  thofe  who  were  afleiM  hr  poor's  rates  (hotild 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  fuch  an  indulgence  as  a  pauper  keeping  8 
dog 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  that  he  doubted  not  that  thofe  who  had  op- 
pofed  the  bill  fo  ftrenuoufly,  would  return  to '  their  conftituents 
much  the  happier  for  thefpeeches  they  had  delivered  ;  for  his  own 
part  he  was  fatisfied  that  by  the  condudl  he  had  followed,  he  had 
done  bis  duty.  It  was  faid  diat  every  man  fet  up  to  be  his  own 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  it  appeared  to  him,  that  every 
man  fet  up  to  be  his  own  bufibon.     By  the  prefent  bill,  there  was 
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no  intention  to  introduce  anjr  freih  regulation  for  the  prcfcrvation 
of  game.  This  was  not  its  purpofe.  It  wns  faid  that  a  dog  was 
a  harmlefs  play- fellow  to  the  children  df  the  cottager^  but  he  Iwd 
received  a  letter  which  (hewed  what  kind  of  play-fellow  it  was. 
The  letter  ftated  that  a  perfon  who  had  fcvcn  children,  with  whom 
his  dog  had  been  ufed  to  play,  was  bit  ^y  this  dog,  and  alio  four 
of  his  children,  in  confcquence  of  which  they  had  died  of 
the  hydrophobia.  At  Manchefler,  thirty-three  pcrfons,  within 
a  twelvemonth,  had  been  admitted  into  the  infirmary,  afledcd 
with  this  defperatc  malady :  and  at  Southampton,  two  or  three 
hundred  perfons  had  been  bit.  ITie  number  of  dogs  confumed  a 
great  deal  of  the  food  which  might  be  ufcful.  to  alleviate  the  wants 
of  the  poor.  Sheep's  heads  could  no;  be  obtained  by  the  poor,  as 
they  were  all  bought  up  for  the  ufe  of  dogs.  He  could  never 
agree  to  any  di(tin<9ion  in^the  fums  to  be  impofed  upon  the  rich 
and  the  poor.  Such  inequality  he  confidered  as  operating  as  a  land- 
tax,  and  could  view  it  in  no  other  light.  The  object  in  the  bill 
was  regulation,  not  revenue,  and  to  remedy  the  dreadful  miferics 
arifing  from  the  frequency  of  hydrophobia.  He  wi(hed  that  the 
bill,  though  pafled,  fliould  not  |iave  force  for  iix  months,  in  order 
by  this  means  not  to  occaiion  the  immediate  dci^rud^ion  of  a  num- 
ber of  dogs,  but  negatively  to  cfFed  a  diminution  by  difco:)raging 
the  breed.  He  confidered  it  as  a  falfe  humanity  which  was  affcdled, 
by  the  idea  of  diminifhing  the  comforts  of  the  poor  man  in  de- 
priving him  of  his  dog,  while  in  reality  this  privation  would  en- 
able him  better  to  provide  for  his  family.  He  had  feen  a  paper, 
in  which  he  found  that  a  tax  on  dc^s  was  itated  as  an  article  of 
revenue,  an  anticipation  that  feemed  to  promife  no  good  to  the 
object  of  this  bill.  It  was  a  real  fa6t,  that  he  had  letten 
from  every  part  of  the  country,  efpecially  from  (heep  counties, 
that  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion,  that  though  a  tax  of  a  guinea, 
or  even  five,  were  laid  on  the  dog,  it  would  foon  be  regained  by 
thcfaving  of  (beep,  immenfe  numbers  of  which  were  now  deftroycd. 
The  expence  of  a  dog  amounted  at  leaft  to  a  penny  a  day,  and 
upon  his  calculation  of  the  whole  number,  more  money  was  con- 
fumed  on  dogs,  than  the  whole  produce  of  the  poor's  rates.  The 
fame  expence  that  a  dog  occaltoned,  would  be  fufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  child,  and  he  was  fure  that  it  would  be  a  very 
great  faving  to  the  poor,  were  they  by  any  means  relieved  from 
this  burden.  He  ftill  was  of  opinion,  that  the  produce  of  the  tax 
fliould  go  to  the  poor's  rates,  and  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of  die 
Houfe  upon  that  point. 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  foid,  he  had  Hilencd  very  attentively  to 
the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  juft  difcovcred,  in 
a  profound .  and  accurate  invefligation,  that  a  dog  coft  a  penny  a 
day,  whether  he  eat  little  or  much,  or  whether  he  eat  nothing. 
On  what  ground  the  honourable  gentleman  had  founded  this  ex- 
traordinary calculation,  and  conclufion,  he  could  not  poflibly  ima- 
gine* The  honourable  gentleman  had  fixed  his  dentes  canini  on 
thofc  who  oppofcd  his  favourite  bill — his  derjtes  fcpientla  were, 
probably  not  yet  grown.  He  had  faid,  that  every  man  was  become 
his  own  buffoon,  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  affumc 
that  charafler,  it  muft  be  in  the  other  Houfc,  where  he  might  fub- 
ftitutc  a  prdxy  :  perhaps  he  might  prevail  on  his  right  honourable 
friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  jExchequer,  to  transfer  him  there, 
that  he  might  have ,  an  opportunity  of  voting  and  jefting  through  a 
fubftitute,  with  due  digrtity  and  decorum. 

Mr.  Courtcnay  faid^  he  could  not  poffibly  approve  of  his  jlght 
honourable  friend's  (Mr.  Windham's)  farcaftica)jgllufion,  who 
fuppofed,  that  our  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftill  retained 
a  confcioufnefs  of  having  aninoated  fome  animal  in  a  former  ftatc 
of  cxiftence,  which  has  been  hunted  and  worryed  by  dogs,  (ac- 
cording to  the  Pythagorean  f}^em)  and  now  took  s^n  opportunity 
of  avenging  himfelf  on  the  whole  fpecies.  However,  he  doubted 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  had  Been  educated  in  that 
fchool  of  philofophy :  if  he  had,  he  would  probably  have  obfcrved 
one  of  its  falutary  and  lingular  precepts— all  the  difciples  were 
enjoined  to  keep  profound  filence  iox  /even  years,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  their  initiation. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  conceived  moft  dreadful  appre- 
henfions  of  the  direful  effcfts  of  canine  madnefs ;  however,  to 
alleviate  that  horror,  which  had  taken  fuch  poflfeflion  of  his  ima- 
gination, he  begged  leave  to  fuggeft  the  great  utility  which  fome- 
times  refulted  from  a  ftate  of  infanity. — A  celebrated  poet,  (Mr. 
Dryden)  had  expreffed  this  idea  beautifully  and  diftin£lly  in  the 
following  couplet : 

**  Great  wit  to  madnefs  fure  is  near  ally'd, 
"  And  thin  partitions  do  their  bounds  divide." 

Now,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  luckily  bit  by  a 
mad  dog,  he  might  have  incidentally,  in  the  courfe  of  his  infanit)', 
difplayed  fome-fymptoms  of  wit:  and  he  was  pcrfaaded  the  ho- 
nourable g'cntletnan  would  moft  fpiritedly  and  chearfully  fubmit ' 
to  the  rifque  and  danger  on  thfc  pleafing  profpedt  of  poffeffing  fuch 
a  brilliant  quality  ;  which,  //he  did  not  obtain  by  this  means,  he 
muft  ever  dcfpairof  acquiring.     And,  he  could  affurc  the  honour- 
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able  gentleman,  this  mode  of  becoming  a  witi  was  neither  fo  chi- 
mcrical  nor  ludicrous  as  it  might  at  fird  appear.  The  late  Lord 
Cheftcrficld  hid  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that^  the  onlypoflibic 
proccfs  by.  which  a  Dutchman  could  become  a  wit,  was  by  being 
bit  by  a  mad  dog : — and  fo  ambitious  were  a  late  Burgo-roaftcr 
at  Amfterdani,  of  being  difHnguifticd  by  this  (hining  accomplifli- 
metit,  that  with  great  courage,  he  fubmittcd  to  this  alarming  ope- 
ration. Here,  then,  was  an  incentive,  an  example,  and  encou- 
ragement ff>r  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and  he  could  never  fup- 
pofe  for  a  moment,  that  an  Engliihman  would  yield  the  palm  on 
this  or  any  other  occafion  to  a  Dutchman ! 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  ftatcd  his  receiving  letters  from 
feveral  (hephcrds,  thanking  him  for  introducing  a  tax  on  dogs ; 
and  lamenting  the  lolTes  in  mod  plaintive  and  patlietic  drains; 
They  had  addreffed  Ltm  poetically,  in  tliis  epiftolatory  ftrain : 

**  The  dogs,  my  fwect  fwain,  do  our  fleecy  (heep  kill ;" 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  might  reply — 

"  I  am  ready  to  cry,  both  for  them,  and  my  bill." 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  inviduoufly  aflertcd,  that  a  dog 
confumed  as  much  as  would  maintain  a  child :  furcly  he  did  not 
rccoUeft  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  of  a  nK>ral  and  reli- 
gious difpofition  ;  that  they  read  the  fcripturcs,  where  it  is  enjoined, 
**  Not  to  throw  the  children's  meat  to  the  dogs.*'  None  but 
Jacobins  would  difrcgard  this  holy  precept :  he  believed  the  Eng- 
lifh  children  were  better  fed  and  taught  than  any  other  children 
in  Europe ;  and  more  of  them  died,  he  could  confidently  aflcn, 
from  repletion  than  inanity. 

It  had  likewife  been  aflfcrted,  that  in  Bath,  a  refolution  had 
faffed  to  afford  no  relief  from  the  poor's  rates  to  any  perfon  who 
kept  a  dog  ;  and  if  this  were  true,  the  people  at  Bath  muft  indeed 
be  very  ungrateful ;  for  dogs  were  effcntial  domedics  in  that  city, 
as  dinner,  could  not  be  dreffcd  without  their  affidance.  Many 
gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  mud  remember  the  an<^dote  mentioned 
by  Smollet,  when  the  whole  corporadon  were  reduced  to  a  date 
of  (tarvation  and  diftrcfs  by  tying  up  the  tum-fpit  dogs  for  a  whole 
day,  and  preventing  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  from  dinii^  at  their 
ufual  hour. 

The  loyal  people  of  Bath  furely  could  not  foi^get  the  obligations 
they  owed  to  dogs,  and  if  he  had  the  honour  of  reprefendng  that 
celebrated  city,  he  (hould  be  particularly  anxious  to  obviate  the  in- 
dignant imprcfTion  which  fuch  a  Robefe prion  refoludon  would  excite, 
as  it  offered  a  premium  to  the  poor  to  affaflinate  their  dqgs,  as  a 
neceffary  qualificadon  (fupcraddcd  to  poverty)  to  indtle  them  to  public 
''^^arity. 
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.  It  had  been  affcrtcd  in  the  courfc  of  this  debate,  that  two  or 
three  hundred  pcrfons  had  been  bitten  at  Southamptbn  ;  but  where 
was  the  proof  of  this  ?  He  underftood  thajt  it  was  cuftomary  (cf- 
pccially  fince  this  bill  had  been  in  agitation)  to  report,  that  every 
fpecies  of  infanity,  from  tijlrait-wnijhoat  phrcnzy,  to  a  fit  of  the 
vapours,  were  occafioned  by  the  bite  of  a  dog :  he  was  convinced, 
that  not  one  cafe  out  of  fifty,  faid  to  be  attended  with  ftrong  fymp- 
toms  of  the  hydrophobia,  was  ad^ually  founded  on  fa<5t.  He 
begged  leave  to  refer  tlic  honourable  gentleman  to  a  curious  paper 
in  the  Philofophical  and  Literary  Memoirs  of  the  Manchefter  Soci- 
ety, on  this  very  fubjed  ;  a  work  which  would  have  done  honour 
to  either  of  our  Univerfities,  if  it  had  originated  there. 

Could  the  honourable  gentleman  tranfplant  himfelf  into  the. 
breaft  of  a  poor  man,  he  would  fympathifc  with  his  feelings  ;  he 
would  exclaim,  in  an  unufual  and  impaflioncd  ftyle  of  eloquence, 
and  apply  the  celebrated  eulogium  on  chivalry  to  the  canine  fpecies : 
**  Never,  never  more  fhall  wc  behold  that  generous  loyalty  to  rank 
or  fcx,  that' proud  fubmiflion,  that  dignified  obedience,  that  fub- 
ordtnation  of  the  heart,  which  kept  alive  even  in  fervitudc  itfelf, 
the  fpirit  of  an  exalted  freedom.  The  unbought  guard  of  life,  the 
cheap  defence  of  villagers,  the  growl  of  fcntiment,  the  bark  of 
alarm — All  gone— gone  for  ever." 

England  had  always  been  celebrated  for  her  breed  of  dogs :— ^ 
the  perfevering  courage  of  her  natives  were  even  exemplify ed  in  the 
bull -dog. — Her  hounds  and  hunters  were  renowned  in  all  quarters 
of  the  globe.  Homer's  charafleriftical  eulogium  might  juftly  be 
extended  and  applied  to  Britain  : 

He  begged  pardon  for  this  Greek  quotation  ;  he  did  not  at  the 
moment  recollect,  how  ill  a  paflage  from  Dcmofthenes  had  been 
received  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  wanted  to  fpeak  intelligibly  to  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  deeply  involved  and  interefted  in 
this  momentous  queition. 

Mr,  Courtenay  then  finccrely  declared,  he  did  not  mean  to  fay 
any  thing  invidioufly,  or  to  mifreprcfent  the  arguments  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman.  He  had  particularly  avoided  taking  any  no- 
tice of  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  which  had  been  ridiculed  with 
fuch  pointed  wit,  and  fevere  raillery,  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Sheridan).  For  -his  part,  he  was  rather  inclined  to 
apologifc  and  defend  the  introducer  of  the  bill  on  this  point : — At 
firft,  he  owned  he  feemed  rather  abfurd — in  a  ftudied  preamble  to 
fay— that  the  bill  was  defigned  to  preferve  His  Majefty's  fubjefls, 
their  cattle,  and  propertyy  from  the  cfFc£l  of  canine  madnefs. — But 
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it  fhould  be  confidercd,  that  tlic  honourable  gentleman  had  ex- 
tended his  ftudics  and  rcfqarches  fiir  and  wide— before  he  intro- 
duced his  bill  into  the  Houfe. — The  idea  was  taken  from  the  work 
of  a  great  philofophcr  and  traveller,  the  Baron  Munchausek, 
who,  among  many  ftrange  and  lingular  adventures,  memions 
the  being  di  ft urbcd  one  night  by  a  dreadful  noife  in  his  ward- 
robe, and  on  rifing  to  examine  into  the  circumftance, .  had  difco- 
vcrcd  his  great  fur  cloak  had  been  bitten,  by  a  mad  dog,  and  in  its 
phrenzy,  had  communicated  the  contagion  to  coats,  ^^iftcoats, 
and'  breeches  indifcriminately.  The  Baron,  after  ufing  all  gentle 
and  foothing  means  to  compofe  the  infurreiSlion,  was  at  laft  ob- 
liged to  fend  for  a  member  of  the  foculty— two  or  three  Middkfcx 
juftices — a  troop  of  condables,  to  take  the  rebellious  wardrobe  into 
cuftody,  and  to  bind  them  over  to  their  godd  behaviour. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  was  not  an  abiblute  determined  enemy 
to  die  principles  of  the  bill  ^ — but  if  the  cottager's  dogs  were  not 
exempted  from  the  tax — it  would  appear  as  a  Hgnal  for  a  general 
maflacrc  of  the  fpccies. — Was  the  lion<?urable  gentleman  aduatcd 
by  intcrcft  or  ambition  on  the  qucftlon  ? — Was  any^  place  to  be 
ft  ruck  out  to  reward  this  finance  Miniftcr  ?— Would  the  old  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  conftitute  his  friend  and  coadjutor  governor 
of  the  Iflc  of  Dogs — as  fomething  appropriate  to  his  meritorioiu 
exertions  on  the  occafion  I  The  fondneffes— tjic  carcflTcs— the 
playfulnefs,  and  the  fidelity  of  dogs  recommended  and  endeared 
them.  To  accuftom  the  people  to  look  with  hard-hearted  indif- 
ference on  the  murderers  of  thcfe  faithful  animals,  .nnight  deUfc 
their  moral  feelings  and  by  degrees  form  a  cruel  temper  and  clia- 
racler. — The  dog  was  a  fagacious  animal,  affociatcd  ideas,  and 
formed  a  fyllogifm  intuitively  (he  warmly  wifhed  he  could  fay  fo 
of  every  member  in  the  Houfe)  a  circumftancc  he  would  mention 
which,  juftly  recommended  the  Reverend  Divine  to  the  favour 
and  patronage  of  that  learned  Monarch,  James  the  Firft*.  He 
thus  proved  that  a  hound  made  a  regular,  fyllogifm.— I  have  fre- 
quently, fays  he,  obferved  in  the  chafe,  that  when  the  pack  have 
come  to  fault  at  the  jundlion  of  three  roads— that  the  leading 
bound  has  fccnted  the  firft,  then  the  fecond — and  finding  the  hare 
has  not  taken  cither,  has  inftantly  followed  the  Mr  J  full  cry.— 
Here  is  the  mnj^ry  the  minor,  and  the  confequence^  run  through 
by  the  hound  in  all  the  regular  modes  of  a  fyllogifni. 

It  was  alfo  a  faft,  that  dogs  dcftroycd  a  great  deal  of  noxious 
vermin — weazles,  rats,  pole-cats,  &c.'— and  he  varily  believed 
the  foxes,  that  were  fo  anxioufly  prcfcrvcd  (their  covers  Kept 
up  at  a  conGderable  expcnce)  and  their  breed  encouraged  for  fport, 

♦  Grainger's  Ba)2raphical  Diftionary. 
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did  more  mifchief,  than  the  whole  perfecated  fpccics  ;  nor  could  he 
poiUbly  believe  that  the  high  price  of  breads  was  owing  to  feeding 
the  dogs  with  fheeps  heads  ;  though  it  had  been  fo  confidently 
affcrtcd  by  fo  many  honourable  gentlemen ! 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  Had  lately  been  a  reprefehtative  in 
the  great  and  flourifhing  kingdom  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  his  antipathy 
to  the  fpccies  might  poffibly  be  accounted  for :  he  believed  it  was  the 
only  precedent  that  could  be  adduced  for  the  prefent  tax.  A  female 
dog,  (decency  and  decorum  would  not  allow  him  to  ufe  the  grofs 
epithet  in  the  bill,)  had  under  the  phyfical  propenfity  of  a  fit  of  gal- 
lantry, collefted  a  pack  of  lovers,  and  in  confequence  of  a  quarrel 
among  tlic  gallants— 

■  teterrima  (as  of  old)  belli  cauja 

a  violent  uproar  arofe  ;  the  affrighted  female  flew  into  the  Houfc  of 
Keys,  tlicn  fitting  and  deliberating  on  momentous  afi!airs  ;  the 
raviihers  purfued,  broke  into  the  fcnate  ;  the  Speaker  exerted  himfelf, 
as  you.  Sir,  would  do  on  fuch  an  occafion,  (addrefling  the  Chair)  but 
all  in  vain  ;  fcveral  of  the  fenators  were  wounded  or  bit ; — the 
offending  female  was  committed  to  Bridewell  by  a  unanimous  vote; 
—and,  from  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  a  heavy  tax  was  laid  on  dogs  the 
next  day. 

If  we  afcend  to  the  rcmoteft  times  of  antiquity,  we  (hall  find 
dogs  the  faithful  companion  and  afibciate  of  man  in  toils  and  dan- 
gers. In  a  late  work,  which' unites  philofophy  and  poetry,  "  the 
progrefs  of  fociety,"  this  generous  domefiic  animal  is  thus  delcribcd: 

• 

^*  The  faithful  dog,  the  natural  friend  of  man, 

*•  The  unequal  fcdcratioa  firft  began  ; 

*•  Aided  the  hunter  in  his  favagc  toil, 

**  And,  grateful,  took  the  rcfufc  of  the  fpoil ; 

**  Watch'd  round  his  head. at  {lccp'»  unguarded  hour^ 

♦'  And  drove  the  hungry  tygcr  from  his  bower. 

*'  In  deeds  of  death  and  danger  led  the  way» 

**  And  bled  unconqucr'd  in  the  doubtful  fray  : 

"  Still  fought,  tho*  wounded,  by  his  maflcr^s  fide, 

"  And  pleas'd  to  fave  him,  grafp'd  his  prey,  and  dy*dJ* 

Virgil  defcribes  King  Evander  ifluing  from  his  palace  with  no 
other  life  guards — 

Necnonj  li  gemini  cujiodesy  limine  nb  alto 
Procedunty  greffumque  canes  comiiantur  herikm* 

Poets  and  philofophcrs  have  celebrated, — I  had  almoft  faid  the 
moral  qualities  of  a  dog;  and  it  is  recorded  of  Charles  the  Firlt^ 
(by  his  noble  hi(torian)  that  in  appreciating  the  different  merits  of 
the  fcveral  fpecies^  bis  Majefly  preferred  the  greyhound,  becaufe 
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it  has  the  fidelity  of  the  others,  without  cringing  or  flattery.— 
What  a  misfortune  was.  it  to  the  unhappy  monarch,  that  his  cour- 
tiers and  bifhops  had  not  more  of  the  greyhound  in  their  difpofition ; 
-^if  they  had,  he  might  ha ve'efcapcd  his  calamities. 

On  thefe  grounds  Mr.  Courtenay  declared,  he  Ihould  give  his 
hearty  vote  for  rejeQii^  this  bill. 

Sir  ROBERT  SALUSBURY  approved  of  the  bill. 
Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid>  he  rofc  merely  to  explain  the  vote 
he  was  to  give  that  night.     He  confcffed  that  he  had  never  been 
very  friendly  to  this  bil!,  and  he  concurred  in  almoft  evcrj'  thing 
that  had  been  urged  againd  ir,  fo  far  as  this  particular  meafurewns 
c6ncerned.      He  was  pcrfcclly  in  earned  with  rcg^ird  to  a  tax  upon 
dogs  as  an  objcft  of  revenue.     He  never  could  agree  to  an  indif- 
crimatc  fum,  to  be  levied  equally  on  all   dogs,  and  he  had  been 
the  firft  to  propofe  a  different  mode  of  impofition.      Uponcon- 
fidcring  the  fubjcit,     he  was  now  convinced  that  it  would  be  bed 
to  exempt  entirely  the  unaffcffcd   houfcs,  unlcfs  where  more  than 
one  was  kept,  and  where  it  might  be  fufpefled  that  the  dog  was 
merely  quartered  in  that  houfc  by  perfons  in  different  circumftances, 
and  where  the  fpecies  of  the  dog  determined  the  purpofc  for  which 
he  was  intended.     With  thefe  qualifications,  he  was  perfcflly  in 
eameft  in  a  tax  of  this  kind,  as  it  was  a  tax  upon  voluntary  expen- 
diture, and  on  expence  of  that  kind  that  proved  the  ability  of  the 
perfon  to  pay.     Since  it  wasimpoffible  todifcovcr  a  tax  univcrfally 
equal,  it  was  be(l  to  take  that  which  could  be  afcertained  on  thefe 
principles.     The  outlipe  of  his  plan  was  three  (hillings  fcr  ever? 
dog  kept  in  affeffed  houfcs,  and  where  tliere  were  more  than  one 
five  (hillings  dich,  and  three  (hillings  for  the  dog  of  the  cottager, 
where  there  were  more  than  one.     He  meant  to  pmpofe  refolutions 
following  up  thefe  ideas,  but  as  he  wiflied  to  have  them  properly 
digcfted,  he  intended  to  move  them  on  Wednefday  next,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means.     It  might  be  thought  that  in  the  mode 
of  levying  the  tax,  it  might  be  proper  to  give  an  intcrcft  to  the  parifli 
in  order  to  fee   it  fairly  paid.     But  when  it  was  conlidcred  that  to 
impofe  the  tax  upon  the  poorv  and  at  the  fame  time  commit  the 
care  of  levying  it  to  the  parifh,  was  merely  putting  an  expcna 
upon  the  people,  who  were,  perhaps,  to  be  fupported  from  the 
poor  rates,  for  the  advantage  of  the  poor  rates  ;  and  as  it  was  an 
unufual  way  of  proportioning  the  fums  for  the  poor  rates  which 
iwcrc  laid  upon  propcrt}*,  no  advantage  wpuld  be  (bund  to  rcTult 
from  fuch  a  plan.     For  thefe  reafons  he  felt  himfdf  under  the 
fteceffity  of  oppofing  the  bill  in  its  prefcnt  formi 
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Mr.  LECHMERE  recommended  a.  heavy  tax  on  fox-hounds 
and  terriers,  &c. 

Mr.  DENT  explained. 

The  qucftion  being  put,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair, 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Ml-.  SHERIDAN  moved,  that  this  Houfc  will,  on  this  day 
three  months,  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Carried. 

Mr.  GREY  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  all  fums  of  money  granted  by  Parliament  fince  the  29th 
of  Odtobcr,  1 795>  and  expended  before  the  5fh  of  April,  1796, 
and  the  itatementof  the  fcrvice  for  livhich  they  have  been  applied. 

Ordered. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  on  the  Wcftminftcr  Police  bill,. 
the  Houfe  refblved  icfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
the  bill. 

Upon  reading  the  firftclaufe  of  the  bill,  which  declared  that  the 
former  Police  a£l  (hould  be  perpetual,  a  converfation  arofe  :  after 
which,  the  claufe  for  rendering  the  bill  perpetual  was  negatived, 
and  an  amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  con« 
tinue  it  for  five  years,  adopted. 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jcftv, 

the  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved,  «  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  fum  pot  exceeding  815,6731* 
19s.  lod.  be  granted  to  His  Majefly  for  defraying  the  extraordi- 
nary expcnccs  of  the  army  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Paymafter- 
General  of  the  forces,  from  the  1 5th  of  November  to  the  25th  of 
December,  17959  both  inclufive,  and  which  had  not  been  made 
good  by  Parliament/' 

Mr.  GREY  faid  it  was  a  little  extraordinary,  that,  in  the 
accounts  on  the  tabic,  the  dates  of  warrants,  at  the  time  the  parti- 
cular fums  became  due,  of  which  this  fum  was  compofed,  were  not 
fpccified.  The  Houfe  ought  to  have  thefc  documents  perfefl  before 
them,  othcrwife  tliey  could  not  know  that,  of  thefc;  fums,  many  of 
them  ought  not  to  have  been  included  in  former  accounts,  when 
former  eftimates  were  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  it  was  very  pofliblc  it  might  be 
material  to  lay  the  dates  before  the  Houfe  in  cafes  of  this  kind.—* 
But  the  reafon  why  this  had  not  been  done,  was,  that  the  whole 
tirue  to  which  the  account  referred,  as  it  Aood,  was  little  more 
ih^n  fix  weeks,  and  therefore  perhaps  the  dates  had  ngt  been  thought 
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necellary.     At  the  fame  time,  if  the  dates  were  confidcred  materia], 
Kc  had  not  the  fmalleft  objcflion  to  producing  them. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,^  he  apprehended  that  in  point  of  fad,  tfic 
expence  might  eventually  appear  neither  to  have  been  incurred  or 
paid  ivithin  that  period.  For  he  remembered  an  account  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  as  this  might  be,  and  which  was  from  the  25th  of 
December,  1794,  to  the  25th  of  December,  1795  ;  and  after- 
wards it  appeared,  when  the  warrants  came  to  be  feen,  that  it  in- 
cluded fums  due  in  January,  1 79?»  almoft  a  year  before.  There 
were  various  other  fums,  which  Mr.  Grey  recited,  "that  ought  to 
have  been  included  in  that  account.  He  was  willing  to  take  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  word  upon  the  fubjeS ;  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  right  that  the  dates  of  the  warrants,  when  the  fums 
iflued,  (hould  appear  before  the  Houfe,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
as  well  not  to  come  to  this  until  all  thefe  dates  were  upon  the 
table. 

^  Mr.  STEELE  faid,  that  this  account  was  only  a  ftatement  of 
what  was  really  incurred,  and  paid  by  the  Paymafter-General,  and 
this  was  the  form  in  which  thefe  {laten\^nts  had  always  been  made 
up. 

Mr.  GREY  did  not  fay'any  thing  againft  the  account  as  far  as 
it  went,  but  he  wanted  the  dates  of  the  different  warrants.  Thefe 
fums  ought  to  have  been  ftated  to  the  Houfe  when  they  became  due, 
if  the  Minifler  knew  of  them,  that  tlie  Houfe  might  be  made  pro- 
perly acquainted  with  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  that  the  Paymafter  General  knew  nodnn|; 
about  them,  except  that  the  payments  were  all  made  within  this 
period,  and  as  fuch  they  were  ftated. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thought  that  if  it  was  poffiblc,  all  die 
dates  of  the  warrants  (hould  be  given. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  that  if  thefe  dates  were 
wanted,  they  might  be  moved  for  ;  but  the  accounts,  as  they  ap- 
peared on  the  table,  were  pcrfedlly  in  form,  as  far  as  they  went. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  taken  notice  of  the  obfervation  of  his  honourable  friend. 
He  did  not  complain  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  account  of  the  Pay- 
mafter  General.  The  word  **  incurred"  was  erroneous  in  thefe 
cafes  :  for  it  did  not  refer  to  the  time  when  the  fums  were  adhially 
incurred,  but  when  they  became  a  debt  on  the  Paymafter  General. 
The  point  of  his  honourable  friend  was  this,  that  Miniftcrs  knew 
that  Warrants  had  been  iffued,  and  the  money  due  ;  that,  being 
aware  of  the  charge  aftually  exfting  as  a  charge  on  the  public,  they 
ought  to  have  given  to  the  Houfe  an  account  when  it  became  due 
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Id  thieir  knowledge.  It  ipight  appear  hezeaftef ,  that  the. whole  of 
tbefe  furos  which  makeup  this  vote»  had  been  incurred  \vben  former 
accounts  were  before  the  Houfe,  and  if  Minifters  withheld  that 
account  they  were  to  blame,  becaufe  the  Houfe  ought  to  have  fuch 
accounts  as  nearly  perfedl  a$  they  could  be  made. 

Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  faid>  that  the  accounts  as  they  flood 
upon  the  table  were  fufficient  to  juftify  the  refolution  now  pyopofed. 
If  the  dates  of  the  warrants  were  wanted,  gentlemen  might  move 
for  them^  he  had  not  the  fmallefi  objedion  to  their  being  pro^ 
duced. 

Mr.  GREY  moved  that  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chaif 
for  the  purpofc  of  having  the  accounts  perfect  belbne  this  refolii* 
tion  was  voted. 

That  .motion  was  put  and  negatived.  ^ 

The  refolution  moved  by  the  Secretary  at  War  was  then  put 
and  carried. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  then  moved,  "  That  it  is 
the  opnion  of  this  Committee,-  that  a  fum  not  exceeding 
210,1941.  14s.  I  id.  be  granted  tq  His  Majefty  fo;:  paying  the 
cxpenoes  of  tfae^Ordqajice  pfcvious  to.  th^  31ft  of  December, 
1795,  not  provid^  for  by  Parliament."— Paffed.  He  moved 
aziather  re(cdutioni  which  being  agreed  to/  and  the  Houfe  re> 
funned,  the  ifeport  wa9/>rdf:red  to  b|^,fecQive4,to«nionrow. 

Genend  SMITH  movqi  for  the  dn^  of  the  warrants  as  may 
tioKlcd  by  Mr*  Gxtfy  ^, .  they  yvqrc  iord^ed  19  be  laid  before  thf 

'  -  ^Tuefiajy  ^hth  April 

The  Ho^fe  J^vipg  foiled  \}Sdi  ifitQ  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hpufe^  to  coi^(iKJbr  of  thp  Hfrpo;^.  of  the  ScleA  Committee  to 
vbom  th«  F^ti^on  of  the  Cled^s  of  tl^c  Secretaries  of  State's  Of- 
fice, or>  ti^  \f;S&  thpy  V^^  fuftaio  in  cafe  the  bill  np^  b^orp  the 
Houfe,  for  regulating  the  conveyance.  Ijy  poll  of  Printed  Yptcs  of 
P^liament  and  Newlpapcp^  ^\^U  pa^Jnto  a  Is^. ;       ... 

.  Mn  CANNINt^  ftate^  in  tlK  (Jommif tc^, /tfi^t  ^^/appearecl 
from  the  Rq)ort  that  the  Clerks  in  the  OiEccs  ^f  thp*  i^wo  Sccre- 
t^i^  9f  Statf  WPi^4  foftftin  a  cotifvlcBafale  dimiivit^^  pt  emolu- 
.n)entj  yvtxt  the  bill  allowed  to  pafs,  as  it  would,  diifpQ^ciJs  dicn[L 
^f  »  priyilfggwjjicti  Uicy  had  hitherto  enjoyed  of  franking  Ncwf- 
pajpers,  ^d  ^%  panted  Votes  of  ParlUment ;  and  for  this  loft, 
he  fijj^mi^^^  ii  tp  the  (^pn^ttee  ths^t  it  would  be  proper  to  grant 
them  a  fair  compenfation.  On  a  fotmcr  occalion,  when  they 
were  deprived  of  one  of  their  privileges,  they  got  an  indemnifica- 
VquXLV.  3X 
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tion  of  I  oooL  This  privilege  was  of  conltderably  greater  value, 
but  they  had  agreed  to  accept  of  this  fum,  at  t^ie  fame  dme,  tticf 
by  no  means  pledged  themfelves  by  petitioning  for  this  indemnifi- 
cation,  not  to  oppofe  the  biU  in  a  future  ftage.  He  moved,  that 
the  fum  of  loool.  annually,  be  given  to  His  Majefty,  to  be  dif- 
tributed  among  the  Clerks  in  the  Offices  of  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  lofs  they  may  fuftain,  from  this 
bill  paflTing  into  a  law. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  objefted  to  the  Committee  voting  an  indcm* 
niiication  for  a  lofs  which  had  not  yet  been  fuftained. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  the  indemnification  was  merely  pro- 
vifional,  and  if  the  bill  was  thrown  out,  the  refolutbn  of  die 
Committee  would  never  t^e  effeSt, 

Mir.  HARRISON  oppofcd  the  Refolution,  as  a  part  of  die 
bill  which  would  faddle  the  country  with  an  cxpence  of  i  cool,  a 
year.  ^ 

Mr.  FRANCIS  reiifted  the  propofidon  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  informal  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  pafs  a  pofittve  le- 
folution  upon  a  hypothetical  cafe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  obje6Hoh  in 
point  of  form.  It  was* agreed  on  all  Jiands,  that  it  was  fair  and 
reafonable,  if  the  bill  paffed,  to  grant  the  indemnificadon  along 
with  it.  This,  however,  ^s  done  In  the  moft  regular  mode, 
by  voting  an  inffru^on  to  die  Committee  tspon  the  bill,  to  rcedve 
a  cbiufe  to  this  efkSt ;  and^here  couldbe  no  danger  in  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  for  if  the  bill  did  not  pafs,  this  dauie^;  whidi 
would  form  a  part  of  die ;  \^  would  of  courfe,  become  inef- 
feflive.  ' 

Mr.  CANNING  urged  it  upon  the  Con)kn}ttae,  that  dus  was 
merely  a  provilional  indemnification  fer  a  pofTible  lofs,  and  if  the 
lofs  was  not  fuftained,  the  indemnificadon  would  never  be  granted. 

The  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  Comnnttee,  and  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHARLES  PUNDAS  moved  die  Orfer  of  die  Day, 
which  was,  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  reguladng  the 
lale  of  Corn  by  weight. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  OF  LONDON  faid,  he  was  pot 
againft  the  principle  of  the  tnll ;  but  he  muft  ilate  that  it  wdlild 
be  impofTible  to  comply  with  the  provifions  of  it  in  the  poit  of 
London.     He  muft  therefore  hereafter  propofe  a  claide  to  make 

an  exception  pf  the  port  of  lirondon  in  tht  cnaAments  of  dm 

biU. 
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The  bill  vas  tfien  read  a  (ccond  titne^  and  tyrdered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Sekfi  Q)mmittec. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe»  in 
purCuance  of  his  noticey  to  the  nature  of  die  rdief  which  he  in- 
tended to  move  for  in  behalf  of  the  Qoakers.     He  did  not  call 
in  quettion  the  fads  on  which  Quakers  had  been  imprifoned  on 
account  of  confcientious  and  religious  fcruplcs  which  they  had 
with  regard  to  the  mode  of  their  paying  Tythes.     He  did  not 
mean  to  fay  any  thing  as  to  the  wifdom  of  fuch  fcruples.     Nor 
flloald  he  propofe  any  thing  that  would  interfere  with  the  firft 
rights  of  thofe  to  whom  Tythes  were  due  from  Quakers.     Nor 
did  he  mean  to  proceed  in  any  other  way  than  he  (hould  have 
proceeded)  had  he  not  known  what  the  law  was  ki  this  cafe,  and 
had  not  heard  of  any  cafe  of  hard(hip  on  individuals.     Here  the 
lcamc(}  Serjeant  entered  into  a  detail  of  his  objed  in  the  prefent 
meafurci  as  well  as  the  Hiftory  of  ASts  of  Parliament  as  they  had 
been  made  from  the  7  th  and  8  th  of  King  William  downwards* 
By  the  religious  fcruples  of  the  Quakers^  they  could  not  make  a 
voluntary  payment  of  Tythes  to  any  perfons,  however  well  by  the 
law  of  the  land  they  might  be  entitled  to  it,,  conceiving  it  to  be 
contrary  to  the  divine  precepts  of  Holy  Writ,  and  in  confequence 
of  thcfe  fcruples  they  were  fubje£t  to  very  great  inconveniencies. 
This  circumdance  had  (truck  die  Lcgiflature  long  ago,  and  there* 
fore»  an  AA  of  Parliament  paflTed,  which  had  been  the  law  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  prefent  century,   whereby  the  juftice  of 
peace  might  make  an  order  for  fale  of  the  defendant's  gpods  who 
had  been  found  to  owe  Tythes,  and  who  being  a  Quaker  could 
not  make  any  voluntary  payment ;  but  this  extended^  however^ 
only  to  the  fum  of  ten  pounds.     It  had  been  found,  at  far  as  it 
went,  to  anfwer  the  beneficial  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
His  intention  was  to  follow  up  the  principle  of  that  law,  but  to 
take  off  the  limitation  which  confined  it  to  lol.  and  to  make  it 
general.     No  inconvenience  would  arife  from  granting  to  the 
judice  this  fummaty  jurifdidtion,  becaufe  an  appeal  might  be  had 
to  the  quarter  fefTions,  and  therefore,  let  the  power  he  what .  it 
may,  here  it  was  fubjeA  to  appeal,  and  all  that  he  ihould  propofe 
to  do  in  this  part  of  the  cafe,  was  fimply  to  remove  the  reftnint 
which  confined  the  jurifdif^ion  to  the  fum  of  i  ol.     There  would, 
however,  (till  remain  a  cafe,  to  which  the  remedy  of  the  aft  he 
alluded  to  did  not  apply,  and  that  was  when  the  tide  was  in  quef- 
tion.     That  he  propofed  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  law,  like  other 
titles,  and  when  the  queftion  of  title  (hall  have  been  fettled,  then 
the  mode  of  obtaining  the  dues  on  that  title  (hall  return  again, 
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and  bc'  ftibjcft  to  the  fame  fummaty  jurffdiAion,  as  if  the  title 
bad  never  been  in  queftion  at  all.  This  would  produce  the  whole 
remedy  upon  this  branch  of  the  cafe.  He  (hould  propofe  farther 
to  remedy  another  defe(3,  with  regard  to  the  inforcing  payment 
of  tytlies,  that  where  the  party  had  not  goods  fufficient  in  one 
county,  that  wherein  he  fhall  dwell,  to  pity  all  that  ibould  bc  due 
for  litigating  the  iflbe,  a  fequcAration  (hall  be  iflued  againft  lus 
cfFedls,  as  in  other  cafes,  until  the  demand  (hall  have  been  folly 
fatisficd.  The  only  beneficial  efFeft  of  all  this  would  be,  that 
the  plaintiff  who  (hall  fue  for  and  recover  his  tythes,  (hall  oat  be 
at  liberty  to  make  his  elcflion  and  imprifon  the  defendant,  while 
fuch  defendant  (hall  have  goods  enough  to  fatisiy  the  demand,  be« 
caufe  in  that  election  confined  the  hardship  againft  die  Quaker^ 
for  if  he  was  imprifoned  for  it,  he  muft  either  be  confined  for  life, 
although  he  may  have  goods  to  pay,  or  give  up  his  confcience,  and 
^o  a  deed  which  he  thought  againft  the  law  of  God.  Sudx  the 
Quaker  confidered  the  ad  of  voluntary  payment  of  tythes.  All 
they  therefore  a(ked  wa&,  that  while  their  goods  were  fufficient  to 
pay  tythes,  fuch  goods  might  be  taken  from  them,  and  that  no 
perfon  claiming  tythes  from  them  (hould  have  the  power  to  tnvi 
prifon  them  inftcad  of  taking  fuch  goods.  If  the  Houfe  thocr^t 
riiat  the  provifions  which  he  now  ftated  would  be  expedient,  he 
^s  pcrfuaded  that  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  the  Houfe  would 
readily  adopt  them.  None  of  the  rights  of  property  were  here  in^ 
vaded  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  protedlcd.  Here  the  learned 
Serjeant  quoted  the  precedent  in  an  infolvent  A6t,  by  which  the 
principle  which  he  now  brought  forward  was  eftabii(hed,  to  (hew 
there  was  no  innovation  in  the  law  by  what  he  intended  to  pro- 
|>ofe  in  the  Bill,  (hould  the  Houfe  give  him  leave  to  bring  it  in. 
He  had  ftated  thus  much  of  the  objed  for  which  he  meant  to 
ynove  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  becaufe  he  did  not  wi(h  to 
wafte  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by.bringing  in  a  bill,  the  nature  df 
yihich  the  Houfe  did  not  know,  and  which  afterwards  they  might 
think  necelTary  to  rejed.  If  he  thought  it  to  be  of  that  defcrip- 
t(on,  he  would  not  move  for  it.  Having  ftated  this,  he  (hould 
fay  he  had  (hted  all  that  the  Quakers  defired  to  be  (hted  on  then: 
part.  There  was,  however,  another  fubjeft  which,  aMiough  the 
Quakers  did  not  defire  it,  (fome  few,  indeed,  defired  otherwife)  he 
found  it  his  duty  to  (hte  to  the  Houfe.  This  was  the  ptefent  it- 
ihridKon  iq  taking  the  aflirmation  of  Quakers.  By  the  law  as  h 
ttood  n6w,  they  could  not  be  examined  on  their  affirmation  in  any 
but  civil  a£)ions.  He  was  not  able  to  fee  the  wifdom  of  die  <fiC* 
tin£&n.     By  examination  of  them  an  afiirmation  iii  dvil  caftt, 
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the  benefit  of  their  tcftimony  was  confined  to  the  interc'ft  of  private 
individuals,  who  are  the  fuitors  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice.  Bf 
taking  their  affirmation  in  criminal  cafes,  the  public  would  be  be- 
nifited  by  their  tcftimony.  He  had  known  fome  important  failures 
hi  the  admioiftration  ofjufticc  in  confcqucnce  of  this  reftridion. 
He  fliouldy  therefore,  propofe  that  Qiiakers  (hould  be  examined 
on  their  affirmation  in  criminal  cafes,  fubje£t  as  now  they  are  in 
civil  cafes  to  all  the  confequcnces  of  perjury.  Thefe  were  all  the 
points  which  he  intended  to  be  comprehended  in  the  meafure  wKich 
he  had  the  honour  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.  He  then  moved 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  forther  relief  of 
the  people  called  Qiiakers,  as  to  the  imprifonment  of  their  per** 
fons,  and  for  making  their  folemn  affirmation  receivable  in  crimi- 
nal cafes." 

Mr.  WILBERFOkCE  fcconded  the  motion,  and  exprcfTed 
his  hearty  approbation  of  the  principle  which  aduated.  his  learned 
firiend. 

Mr.  FRAN.CIS  was  as  defirous  as  any  man  to  give  every  poflible 
relief  and  protc<ftion  to  pcrfons  who  were  really  and  iincerely  fcp*- 
pulous,  in  a  religious  fenfe,  about' paying  tythcs.  His  doubt  was, 
whether,  in  fome  cafes,  thefc  fcruples  may  not  be  profefled  wheie 
they  are  not  ferioufly  felt,  for  oftentation  or  /or  merit,  in  hopes  to 
pafs  for  viAims  or  martyrs  with  their  fed :  and  then,  genorally, 
whether  it  may  not  deferve  confideration  how  far  it  may  be  fafe  and 
prudent  for  the  Legiflature  to  encourage  the  profeffionor  pica  of  re* 
ligious  fcruples  againft  obedience  to  the  laws  ;  how  far  that  indul« 
gent  principle  ought  to  be  carriM,  and  by  what  general  limits  it 
ought  to  be  confined  in  its  application.  With  refpe6t  to  the  other 
objcft  of  the  learned  gentleman,  vix.  "  to  accept  of  the  affirma- 
tion of  Quakers  in  criminal  cafes,  as  it  is  at  prefent  in  civil  fuits,'* 
he  gave  it  his  entire  approbation.  Undoubtedly  the  public  ought 
lo  have  the  benefit  of  then-  evidence  as  well  as  individuals.  He 
confided  very  much  in  the  learned  gentleman's  learning  and  judge- 
ment ;  and,  he  hoped,  he  will  take  an  opportunity  of  giving  the 
Houfe  his  thoughts  on  the  principle  of  the  queflion  generally,  thkt 
in,  on  the  indulgence  due  to  tender  confcierfces,  when  oppofed  to 
pofitive  Iaws»  a^d  how  far  it  (hould  be  extended. — In  the  medhi 
time,  he  screed  with  the  learned  gentleman  entirely  in  his  prefent 
▼lews,  as  far  as  they  go,  and  heardy  approved  of  his  bringing  in 
Hie  bill. 

Mr.  MARTIN  thanked  the  learned  gentleman  for  tlus  pro- 
ceeding, and  jollied  with  bim  aaoft  heartily.    He  was  happy  that 
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il  fell  into  fuch  able  hands,  to  do  juftice  to  this  deferving  and  me* 
ritorbus  body  of  people. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  he  (hould  alfo  be  unwil- 
ling CD  give  cxtraotdinary  indulgence  to  fcruples  that  are  not  fincetc, 
but  he  wiihed  to  obferve  that  there  was  no  temptation  here  for  per- 
ions  to  pretend  to  fcruples  falfely,  for  by  fo  doing  they  would  be 
fubje£l  to  much  more  rigour  with  regard  to  tythes  than  if  they  did 
not  pretend  to  them.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  number  would 
not  be  great,  of  thofe  who  pretend  to  fcruples  which  would  fubjcd 
them  to  inconvenience. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  approved  highly  of  the  propofcd 
jegulations,  and  tliought  they  would  be  equally  bcncBcial  to  the 
Quakers  and  thofe  entitled  to  tythes.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
time  would  be  given  to  confider  the  fubjcd  maturely. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid  that  the  Quakers  were  a  mod  orderly 
and  quiet  fet  of  people,  and  highly  deferving  any  immunity  that 
would  render  them  comfortable.'  He  had  never  heard  that  any 
Quaker  who  hsrd  behaved  well  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of  ap- 
.plying  to  the  pariAi,  or  reduced  to  fcek  relief  from  fubfcription. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  believed  the  fcruples  of  the  Quakers  iincerpt 
imd  he  expctfled  the  greateft  advantages  from  the  bill  propofed* 
I      Leave  was  given  /Km.  con.  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  Wil- 
^bcrforce,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Abbot,  were  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
.on  the  (lave  carrying  bill. 

Mr-  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  what  he  now  noeant  to  pio- 

pofc  went  merely  to  make  fome  alteration  in  the  number  of  flavgs 

.that  were  carried,  in  order  to  prepare  the  iflands  for  abolition,  which 

-  was  fo  great  an  objctSt  with  many.     He  wUhed  to  render  the  (kvcs 

fomewhat  dearer,  in  order  to  encourage  the  good  treatment  of  thenOy 

and  to  prevent  any  new  fettlemehts  of  them  being  formed.     By 

this  means  a  total  abolition  might  be  ei!e£ted  in  the  manner  nio^ 

f  de(ired' by  many,  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe.     He  therefore  would 

'  move  that  the  number  oif  (laves  to  a  ton  (hould  be  limited  to  ooe 

cfor  every  ton,  when  the  tonnage  of  the  (hip  was   200,  and  four 

;for  every  .five  ton  above  that  quantity  of  tonnage.     And  likewife 

3,that  no  more  (jttips  (bould  be  allowed  to  enter  into  the  trade  than 

f  thofe  now  engaged  in  it;  and  be  propofcd  tba^tb<^  blgnks  in  the 

hill  (hould  be  filled  up  with  that  proportion.     He  f^d,  he  bopqd 

»that  this  would  amount  eventu^Uy'toa  prohibition^ 

General  TARLETON  >r^s  furprifed,  he  jfaid,  to  find  a  mod«i 
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of  this  importance  biouglht  forward  at  this  late  period  of  thefeffion» 
as  it  was  in- fad  tantamount  to  a  prohibition,  as  thofe  few  reftrt^knift 
would  render  the  importation  of  flaves  fo  expenfive,  that  the  mer* 
chants  and  planters  would  not  be  able  to  611  up  the  chafms  to  which 
the  honouiable  gentleman  adverted*  There  was  no  complaint  of 
cruelty  againft  the  captain  or  failor  to  juftify,  in  his  opinion,  thofe 
new  rcftriiSlions 

Mr.  JENKINSON  confidcrcd  the  motion,  if  carried,  as  nothing 
more  than  a  tax  on  ilaves :  he  profeiTed  himfelf  to  be  well  inclined 
to  any  matter  of  regulation,  but  was  decidedly  againft  any  meafurb 
that  went  to  abolition.  He  wifhed  that  the  African  (hips<x>uld  be 
fent  under  the  charge  of  an  Admiral,  who  oiSght  fuperintend  the 
condu£t  of  the  captains  of  veflfels, .  ard  alfo  that  there  fbould  bb 
Governors  fixed  in  particular  places  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  for  k 
fimilar  purpofe.  *  ,  .        ■ 

Mr.  RYDER  was  for  the  propofed  regulations,  he  did  not  urr- 
•derftand  that  the  flave  carrying  bill  had  produced  the  deiired  efFeSl 
to  a  great  extent.  He  faid,  that  from  a  paper  which  was  put  into 
his  hand  by  tm  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Rofe) ;  for  the  laft  three 
yearS)  the  lofs  per  cent  in  the  importation  of  (hves  from  the  coaft 
pf  Africa,  by  mortality,  was  eftiniated  at  i6  the  firft,  lythie 
fecond,  and  i8  the  laft.  The  diminution  thenslbre^bf  the  mbn- 
tality,  by  allowing  greater  tonnage,  would  be  an  advantage  inftead 
t»f  a  lofs  to  the  mecchants  and  planters ;  and  he  conceived  this  tte 
moft  lenient  of  all  other  modes  of  accompliihing  an  abolition.  " 
'  Mir.  'ROSE'cfid  not  objed  to  the  regulation  rdTpeding  tonnage, 
if  it  would  prevent  mortality  among  the  flaves.  .  He  faid  that  the 
'paper  alloded.  to,  had  been  put  by  himfelf  irito  the  hands  of  the 
•honourable  gentleman;  but  the  number  of  deaths  liad  not  been 
>iiirly  ftated,  as  it  was  only  in  the  flaves  from  certain  parts>  thaic 
the  mortality  was  fo  great  as  defcribcd.  In  (bme  it  had  only  been 
4  per  cent.,  Ibmeone;  fo  as  little  to  exceed  the  ordinary  calculations 
^f  mortality  among  odicr  men; 

General  TARLETON  iaid^  fince  a  paper  was  alluded  to,"  on 

mrhich  atgumem  was  founded,  ic  IhouU  t>o  properly  brought  before 

tficHoufow     :        I        ,  '    '^ 

'    Mr.  pUNDASikid;  tha^i  he  had  never  feen  the  paper  diat  had 

been  mendoned,  and  if  any  argument  were  to  be  founded  on  i^ 

^stflkottld'bengnlarl^inovedfor.    'He  perfedly  concurred  In  tb« 

objed  of  the  propoJIitions  fo  far  as  they  went  to  improve  the  fltutiU 

tion  of  ihe  mldcfk  foflage,  but  he  was  RartM'when  he  beard  that 

they  wete  diroAed  'to  abolition.     With  regard  to  the  prohibition  ^ 

new  fliips  iemging  ihe  aade>  it  muft  depend  opon^  the  f^d>  whetbtf^ 
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jMny  ne^  fbHp^  kni  hfely  entered,  or  whethi^  tbe  prefent  fhip« 
^ireffc  old  in  the  trade  and  would  foon'be  unfit  for  fervice.  His  ^p* 
probation  or  di&pprobation  would  bo  regulated  exadly  as  thi$  h,& 
turned  out.  He  thought,  fince  they  were  at  variance  in  tlieir  0ate« 
ment  of  h&s,  tbey  fliouid  wait  for  oorre<^  information.  He  caution* 
^  the  honourable  gentlenru»n  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  againft  attemptixig 
indiredly  to  effedl  the  abolition^  or  loading  the  pcefent  bill  «itb 
daufes  that  would  occaiion  oppolitioh  that  might  prove  fatal  to  it 
both  in  this  and  the  other  Houfe,  and  thus  defeat  a  meafure  about 
which  all  were  agreed,  and  from  which  much  advantage  had 
accrued.  ^ 

Mr.  BARHAM  oppofed  the  propofitions,  and  ftated  thit  Ae 
iflands  would  not  be  averfe  from  abolition  moderatdy  and  prudently 
iTonduded. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  would  give  his  cordial  a&nt  to  any 
JMaTure  that  would  amelicnrate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate 
Africans.  From  a  curfory  view  of  the  ftatement,  he  drew  as 
average,  that  mortality  was  at  leaA  a  lofs  of  nine  or  ten  per  oenl. 
This  was  an  argument  that  ihould  induce  the  Houfe  to  xeconfid^ 
the  hA ;  for  if  a  faving  occurred  by  the  diminilbed  mortailty,  that 
laving  would  recomponce  the  planters  and  merchants  for  what  they 
■might  fuflbr  by  any  additional  expence.  Mr.  Franciff  faid  that  (torn 
the  average  in  the  cargo^  of  (hips  froni  all  parts  of  the  coaft,  the 
Average  of  death\  was  6  per  cent.  He  did  not  think  that  the  pro- 
pofitions  went  to  abolition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fatd^  that  bis  honourable  frimi  did  not 
intend  by  thefo  propofitions  indirofily  to  aim  at  abolitiony  for  he 
believed  fuch  a  delign  as  that  of  vcflfeding  it,  by  any  indued  mean*, 
.^ould  prove  nugatory.  The  planters  cdrtainly  had  an  intexieft  in 
the  lives  of  the  Haves,  and  this  motion  was  for  the  humane  pu^- 
{K>fe  of  faving  their  exigence.  The  convi^  in  this  country,  whom 
AMr  laws  had  adjudged  guilty,  and  deferving  of  fiomfort,  were  moie 
comfortably  tranfported  than  thofe  wretched  llav^,  whom  we  could 
^<l0t  prefume  lo  recognise  in  a  guil^  point  of  view./ 

Mr.  PUNOAS  wUhed  the  pap^  to  i^  Ubd  oo  the  tabk,  oi 
which  a  good  deal  feemed  to  be  founded,  and  that  the  chainMP 
I'fliould  report  pvpgrefs,  tbattbcy  mighl  be  ^sbfte^  Ho  take  up  the  fub^ 
jf^  with*  full  information. 

Fffogreft  was  accordingly  repotted,  and  the  Q>minittee  to  fil 
4utheff  on  Friday; 

Mr»  ROSE  then  raovsed  that  an  account  be  1^  hijere  Ac  Houfe 
9f  the  number  of  flaves  (hipped  and  landed  in  the  Weft-India 
Iflandt,  Aating  the  numbers  that  had  died,  s^ld  the  pavtia^  pacia 
^  Afiica  from  which  dicy  were  (hipped. 
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>  Mr.  ROSEK)b(erved»  that 'the  account  could  «Qt  i>e  accpratx^, 
•but  with  xeffLtd  to  Jamaica,  by  reafon  of  the  fituatioa  in  whid»  tl^ 
other  iflands  had  lately  been. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  faid  that  h©  faw  great  inconvenience^  arifiiig 
from  the  Afriqan  trade  being  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and  wpuld 
take  fomc  opportunity  this  fefllon  of  ftatinghis  fentim^nts  on  this 
fubjecl  to  the  Houfe.  He  was  an  old  man,  but  he  hoped  to  haire 
an  opportunity,  before  he  departed  this  life^  of  giving  his  vote  ?gain 
for  a  total  abolition. 

Several  public  accounts  refpedting  the  number  of  ihips  eroplogred 
in  the  ilave  trade,  and  other  particulars  rtiating  to  the  fame,  wei^ 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  refoved  itfelfinto  a  Committee  pn  the  bill  for  allonf* 
ing  a  certain  duty  on  the  ftamping  of  the  lining  of  hat^tabe  glinted 
to  His.Majefty. 

Mr.  MARTIN  afked  if  a  peribn  wearing  a  hat  jitrithout  a  lining 

vras  liable  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  the  words  were  for  any  perfon  wearing  a  h^t 
without  a  lining  properly  ftamped. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  aflced  whether  a  perfon  getting  a  hat  iie«ir 
lined  would  be  liable  to  the  tax  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  thofe  who  p?id  the  tax  toaigr 
confiderable  amount  were  not  likely  to  be  in  the  prad^icc  of  nptjv 
lining  their  hats ;  and  where  the  hat  was  of  inferior  price,  economy 
would  not  be  obftrufted  by  the  trifling  additional  duty, 

A  claufb  was  brought  up,  by  which  the  owner  of  a  hat  is  com- 
pdled  to  prove  that  his  hat  paid  the  duty. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  i?^- 
ceived  to-morrow. 

The  loan-bill  Committee  was  deferred  till  to-morrOw ;  and  Gene* 
ral  SMITH  recommended  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a 
claufe  to  prevent  the  Executive  Government  from  raifing  certain 
films,  which  the  wording  of  the  Refolution  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded,  feemed  to  imply,  contrary  to  what  was  the  intention  pf 

the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  that  it  was  for  this  reafon  he  had 

deferred  the  Committee. 

JVednefdayi   2'jth  April. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  moved  for  Icaye  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
enable  His  Majefty  to  licenfe  as_a  fummertheatre  the  lK>)ife  jn 
WcUclofe-fqu4Te,  in  the  liberty  of  the  To^er  Hamlets. 

Mr.,MAINWAIUNG  obferved,  it  wwW  be  ftxtraprtfiBBiyiif 
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the  Houfe  (hould  agree  to  paffing  a  bill  of  this  kind,  after  they  had 
refufed  the  very  fame  thing,  when  he  moved  it  a  few  years  ago.  At 
all  events  fuch  a  matter  as  this  deferved  much  more  contideration  than 
*Could  be  expe£led  to  be  given  to  it  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe ;  and  at  lea(l 
he  h6ped  the  worthy  Alderman  would  poftpone  the  confideration  of 
the  motion  for  a  few  days,  and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  debate 
upon  this  fubjcS  (hould  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  thought  it  a  little  extraordinary  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  been  fo  (h-enuous  an  advocate 
for  the  meafure  fome  time  ago,  (hould  now  be  fo  ready  to  oppofc 
even  its  introdu6lion  ;  however,  he  had  no  objcSion  to  its  being 
difcufled  in  a  fuller  Houfe,  and  therefore  he  (hould  not  oppofe  the 
adjournment  of  it  to  Monday. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  allowing  loool.  a  year  be- 
tween the  Clerks  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  offices,  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  to  them  for  the  lofs  they  may  fullain  in  confequence  of  the 
pafTing  of  a  bill  now  depending  for  the  regulation  of  printed  votes 
of  Parliament  and  newfpapers,  was  brought  up  and  read. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  had  no  defirc  to  oppofe  the  granting  of  this  com- 

petifation,  but  he  wi(hed  to  be  informed  whether  the  Report  of  the 

Committee  who  took  into  confideration  the  fubjeiSt  of  the  fabriea 

'  and  emoluments  of  thefe  gentlemen,  had  ever  been  confidered  and 

a£ied  upon  by  the  Executive  Government. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  anfwered  the  affirmative,  and  faid,  that 
many  of  the  recommendations  of  that  Committee  had  been  a6led 
upon.  Some  things  had  been  done  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  thofc 
Commiffioners,  but  on  the  whole  the  Executive  Government  had 
done  what  appeared  to  them  to  be  the  moftbeneficial^for  the  public, 
and  many  very  £dutary  as  well  as  economical  regulations  had  taken 
place  in  the  Poft  Office. 

The  rcfoliition  of  tlie  Committee  for  this  conditional  allowance 
to  the  Clerks  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  con- 
(ider  fsirther  of  ways  and  means  for  railing  a  fupply. 

The  Houfe  having  formed  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  would  only  trouble  the 
Committee  with  two 'words  upon  the  propofition  which  he  meant 
Co  fubmit  to  thcm^  inflead  of  the  bill  for  a  tax  on  dogs,  which  had 
been  thrown  out.  On  every  affeffcd  houfe,  where  there  was  a 
fpahiel,  fetter,  or  greyhound  kept,  he  propofcd  that  a  tax  of  five 
(hillings  (houki'  be  impofed  on  every  fuch  dog.  In  every  a(]eiied 
4houfc  where  a  dog  of  any  other  defer iption  was  kept,  he  would  pro- 
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pofe^  that  die  tax  ihoiild  be  only  three  fhillinga,  except  where  more 
than  one  was  kept»  in  which  cafe  it  fhoald  be  five  {hillings.  Thaf 
a  poor  peribni  not  paying  aflefled  taxes,  and  who  kept  only^one  dog, 
(hould  pay  no  tax  for  fiKh  dog  ;  but  if  he  kept  more  than  one,  he 
fliould  pay  three  (hillings  a  year  for  each  dog.  Or  if  he  kept  a 
greyhound,  hound,  pointer,  fetter,  or  fpaniel,  he  (hall  pay  five, 
(hillings  for  each  of  them.  And  that  the  whole  produce  of  thefe; 
taxes  (hall  be  brought  to  the  public  revenue.- 

Mr.  DENT  objeded  to  the  idea  of  unzffcttcd  houfes  being 
allowed  tdkeep  a  dog  without  paying  the  ^x,  as  fuch  regulation 
would  render  the  tax  ufelefs  as  a  fource  of  revenue,  while  it  would 
not  diminifh  the  increafing  evil  of  hydrophobia,  arifing  from  the 
vail  number  of  dogs. 

Mr.  JOLLIFE  oppofed  the  Refolution,  on  the  ground  of  ita 
tending  to  impofe  a  partial  tax. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  avcrfe  to  the  plan  of  the  Chancellor  of  th« 
Exchequer.  .        • 

Captain  BARCLAY  was  afraid  that  exempting  the  poor  from 
paying  die  tax»  would  be  attended  with  bad  confequences. 

Mr.  COURTEN AY  profcfTed  his  warrocft  approbation  pf  the 
refolution.^  It  was  not,  indeed,  fo  comprehenfive  as  Mr.  Dent's 
bill  had  been,  and  he  accounted  for  that  circumftance  in  this  way, 
that  the  prefent  ^ras  the  produ6ti()n  of  a  wary  experienced  (inancieir^ 
whereas  the  other  was  the  propofition  of  a  raw  adventurous  fpecu* 
lator,  who,  in  the  heat  of  his  fancy,  was  apprehenfive  of  a  hydro-* 
phobia  extending  even  to  his  property.  He  had  confidered  for  fome 
time,  after  he  faw  the  lad  bill,  where  its  author  cduld  have  found 
the  idea  by  which  it  was  fuggefted.  After  ruminating  for  a  long 
time,  it  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  have  found  it  in  die  11  oth 
page,  of  Baron  MunchauiTen's  Travels,  where  the  Baron  tells  a 
Aory,  that  one  night  being  di^fturbed  in  his  (leep,  he  rofe^and  went 
into  his  wardrobe,  where  he  found  that  his  fur  cloak  had  been  bit 
by  a  mad  dog  ;  that  it  had  communicated  the  infeilion  to  all  his 
other  clothes,  and  that  his  whole  wardrobe  was  in  fuch  a  (late  of  tu* 
mult,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fend  for  a  JuRice  of  Peace  to  quell  the 
riot.  This  flory,  however,  he  could  have  informed  the  honour* 
able  gentleman,  was  only  meant  as  a  joke  by  the  Baron. 

Mr.  DENT  replied,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
ered  a  flage  in  Bartholomew  Fair,  and  take  another  gentleman 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  who  had  fported  his  wit  upon  the  bill  on  a  former 
night,  for  his  Merry  Andrew,  their  joint  efforts  might  bring  them 
a  good  deal  of  money. 
Mr.  COURTENAY  hoped  that  Mr.  DcRt  would  never  be  re- 
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duced  to  fochr  a  fituation,  fbr  though  he  hlfhrdf  might  nuke  ibine 
money,  he  was  afraid  the  honourable  gentleman  would  flarve. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  was  adverfe  to  the  exception  in  favour  of 
the  poor,  becaufe  the  comfert  of  a  dog  was  very  inferior  to  thofe  of 
more  importance  to  them,  which  they  were  denied. 

General  MACLEOD  afked  if  the  produce  of  the  tax  was  ex- 
pe£ted  to  hAl  Ihort,  or  to  exjceed  the  former  eflimate  of  loo^oocL 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he'expe6ted  it  would  con- 
ftderably  excted  that  fum,  as  by  the  prefeht  refolution  he  had  taken 
hodung  from,  but  on  the  contrary,  had  added  confideraUy  to  tfie 
means  on  which  he  had  formed  that  eftimate* 

Mr*  SOMNER  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  refolution,  that 
all  dogs,  whether  kept  in  afleiled  or  unafT^flbd  houfes,  fhall  pay  a 
tax  of  three  ihillings. 

The  Committee  divided. 

For  the  refolution,  52;     Againfl  it,  29.— Majority,   23. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  recdvcd 
to-monow. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  brought  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
xefpedable  Society  called  Quakers. 

Mr.  L  HAWKINS  BROWNE  exprelTed  a  wiih,  that  ibme 
claufe  m^ht  be  introduced  in  the  bill,  to  exclude  thofe  from  the 
benefits  of  the  bill  who  may  call  themfelves  Quakers,  as  many 
who  were  excluded  from  that  communit}',  might  aflfume  the  cha- 
n6ter  in  order  to  avail  themfdvcs  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  that  he  would  confider  himfdf 
Obliged  by  any  information  which  any  gentleman  might  pleafe  to 
give  on  the  meafure,  but  obfcrved,  that  thofe  who  put  themfelves 
in  that  (ituation,  would  place  themfelves  in  one  much  worfe,  by 
fuch  an  aiTumption  of  charadJer,  than  any  other  fubjed  in  the 
country,  Quakers  alone  excepted.  Beiides,  the  fame  penalty 
would  attach  to  a  breach  of  their  affirmation,  as  attadite  now  to 
the  breach  of  another  man's  oath. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Mondhy,  and 
printed  fbr  the  ufe  of  the  Members. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thur/day,    %%th  April 

The  rqjort  of  the  Committee  on  the  Hat-duty  Kll  was 
brought  up. 

Mr.  SMITH  oonfidcred  it  not  fo  much  a  duty  on  hats,  as  on 
hat-linings.  He  faid  he  had  converfcd  with  a  number  of  dealers  in 
hats  by  retail,  who  were  of  one  opinion,  that  the  duty  would  be 
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cvadbd»  indefr  ihd  flamp  was  {ftit  upon  iJie  hat  i|felfy  by  tbe  ha^ 
maker  at  the  dye^houfe.  He  alfo  objeAed,  that  as  about  tlorce- 
fbutt)i8  of  the  hats  fold  were  felined,  which  lining  did  not  etft 
above  i  s«  and  as  the  duty  upon  this  lining  would  be  29.  this  wqidd 
be  in  hA  to  make  gentlemen  pay  die  duty  over  again  for  the  fium 
hat,  99  often  as  tbey  had  a  ireth  lining,  which  he  apprehended  was 
not  the  defignof  the  firamers  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  the  idea  fug^fied  by  the 
honourable  gencle'man  of  (lamping  die  hats  was  the  origirnal  intention 
when  the  Hat  Duty  was  Brft  propofed»  but  tliat  it  had*  been  given 
up  in  confequence  of  the  remonfhrance  of  the  hat  manufadurers, 
that,  by  injuring  the  hat,  it  would  affe^  their  trade.  The  plan  of 
fixing  the  (lamp  upon  the  lining  rather  than  (he  hat  could  make  no 
difierence  to  the  wearer ;  and  if,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fuggefted,  they  were  chiefly  the  filler  hats  which  were  new  linedy 
fuch  gentlemen  as  had  their  hats  re-lined  and  dreflfed  to  look  like 
new  ones»  could  think  it  no  great  hardfliip  to  pay  the  duty  of  twa 
(hillings. 

The^ill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrofledj  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  an  account,  (taring  the  amount  of  all  the  navy  and  tranfport 
bills  from  the  ift  of  February  1795,  to  the  30th  of  DecembcF 
1795,  with  the  intereft  on  the  fame  up  to  the  5th  of  April  1796. 
When  thefe  accounts  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  his  inten-a 
tion  to  make  a  mption  for  funding  the  bills.  ' 

In  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  on  the  Landed  Eflate  Succefiion 
duty  bill,  Mr»  Sylvefter  Douglas  in  the  chaif, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wi(hed  to  know,  whether  this  tax  would 
afie£l,  in  its  operation,  perfons  refident  in  this  country,  and  lea  v. 
ing  legacies,  who  might,  have  their  property  in  the  French,  Ame- 
lican,  or  other  foreign  funds  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  there  was  no  great  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  any  prefent  inducement  for  perfons  to  place 
nioney  in  the  French  funds ;  and  as  to  other  foreign  funds,  when 
the  expences  of  commiflfion,  &c,  were  confidered,  it  would  more 
than  counterbalance  the  advantages  to  be  expeiSted,  with  a  view  of 
avoiding  the  operation  of  this  tax. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed^ 
and  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Thurfday  next. 

On  a  motion  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Curates  Maintenance  bill, 

Mr.  JODDRELL  (aid  he  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  of  the 
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jnture  of  a  tnoncy  bill,  and,  as  fuch,  that  it  oagfit  to  have  origr« 
nated  in  that  Houfcy  and  not  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  SPEAKER  declared  he  did  not  think  the  prefent  bill  was 
one  of  that  defcription  which  would  render  its  originating  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  any  infringement  op  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  of 
.Commons.  It  laid  on  no  new  impoft,  but  merely  empowered  the 
Bi(hop  to  afcertain  the  diftribution  of  the  money  to  be  allotted  for 
the  better  maintenance  of  the  Curates. 

General  SMITH  declared  that  he  was  not  againft  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  but  at  the  fame  time  had  his  doubts  whether  diis  did  not 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  money  bill,  inafmuch  as  it  went -to  em- 
power the  Diocefan  to  lay  a  new  burden  upon  the  Redor  by  incrcaf* 
ing  the  falary  of  the  Curate. 

The  SPEAKER  fiated,  that  if  any  gentleman  entertained  any 
doubts  upon  this  point,  he  would  fubmit  whether  it  would  not  be 
advifeable  to  defer  the  fiirther  confida^tion  of  this  bill  to  another 
day,  as  he  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  be  fully  fatisfied  upon  the  fubjedl. 
The  Committee  on  the  bill  was  then  deferred  till  Monday  next- 
Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved,  that  the  adjourned  debate  be 
rtfumed,  on  the  motion,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  number  of  men  defined  for  the  Weft  Indies,  to  ferve 
under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  in  the  year  1793-  The  order  of  the  day 
being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  from  the  manner  in  which  this 
iubjed  had  come  before  the  Houfe  on  another  occafion,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  then  debated,  it  muft  be  naturally  eif^£^cd 
that,  he  would  enter  into  an  extenlive  confideration  of  the  bufinefs. 
Circumftanced,  therefore,  as  he  was,  he  found  it  neceffary  for  htm 
to  trefpafs  on  the  patience  and  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  longer  than 
he  would  have  otherwife  wi(hed.  With  regard  to  the  particular 
motion  before  the  Houfe,  he  had  certainly  no  objection  ;  but,  in 
agreeing  to  that,  he  did  not  conceive  himfelf  bound  to  acquiefce  in 
feveral  others  which  had  been  moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who,  on  a  former  night,  commenced  the  debate.  The  detached 
and  defultory  manner  in  which  this  debate  had  been  conduced,  and 
the  many  infinuations  thrown  out  againd  His  Majefty's  Minift^, 
muft  call  on  him  to  argue  the  matter  on  a  more  cxtenftve  fcale 
than  he  otherwife  intended,  in  order  to  manifeft  that  no  blame 
whatever  attached  to  Admintftration,  or  to  thofe  who  conduded 
His  Majefty's  Councils.  In  doing  this,  he  did  not  defpair  of  fliew- 
ing,  to  the  fatisfaidion  of  the  Houfe,  that  at  no  one  period  fincc  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  prefent  inftant,  was  any  one  in- 
)ance  of  neglcft  imputable  to  the  Executive  Government  of  this 
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.'Country.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe' would  excafe  him 
in  prefificing  his  motions  by  entering  into  a  detail  of  iadb,  as  £ur  as 
related  to  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Upon  an  accurate  review 
of  what  had  already  paiTed,  he  had  the  fatisfsi£tion  to  find  himfdf 
confirmed  in  the  ideas  he  formerly  entertained;  and  he  (hould  con* 
fider  himfelf  wanting  in  his  duty  to  hirofelf  and  to  the  public,  if  he 
did  not  endeavour  to  lay  before  them  reafons  for  that  opinion.  He 
was  obliged,  therefore,  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  iniiifHciency  of 
force  ^ich  this  country  pofleflTed  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
for  .the  extent  of  operations  neceflfary  to  be  carried  oh  in'dtfllerent 
queers,  and  he  wifhed  to  imprefs  it  on  the  minds  of  his  audience, 
that  at  all  periods  the  exertions  of  this  country  had  been  propor- 
tioned to  the  means.  So  much  care  had  been  taken  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  that  even  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  when  a  few 
thoufand  troops  conftitutcd  the  whole  defenfive  force  of  the  iflands, 
Wr  troops  there  were  augmented  by  a  regiment  from  Gibraltar,  and 
another  from  Nova  Scotia  ;«and,  from  the  firft  appearance  of  hof* 
tilities,  fuch  orders  were  given  as  enabled  us  to  capture  almoft  die 
whole  of  the  valuable  pofleflions  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.-*- 
The  war  began  in  Februacy,  and  in  April  or  May,  from  the  orders 
that  had  been  iiTucd,  we  acqiuired  die  poflfefTion  of  Tobago.  He 
did  not  quote  this,  in  order  to  boaft  of  any  very  gre^t  exerdons  on 
our  part,  becaufe  bur  fuccefs  was  aided  by  the  general  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  eager  to  (hake  off  their  allegiance  lo  die 
French,  but  in  order  to  (hew  that  we  negleded  no  opportunity  of 
conquefl.  We  foon  afterwards  received  accounts  of  the  furrcnder 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which,  though  they  required  but  fmall 
exertions,  as  our  means  were  then  fmall,  tended,  however,  to  prove 

.  that  there  was  no  omiflion  of  any  opportunity  of  advantage.  He 
did  not  choofe  to  dwell  upon  other  fubfequent  fucceflfes  ;  he  would 
only  mendon,  though  he  would  not  dilate  upon,  the  fteps  taken  by 
Minifters  for  that  purpofe^,  the  univerfal  conqueft  of  the  poflfefTions 
•f  the  enemy  in  the  Eaftern  parts  of  the  world.  The  very  limited 
force  which  the  Conftitudon  allowed  for  the  internal  pn>te£tion  of 
the  country  in  dme  of  peace,  rendered  it  almoft  impoflible  but  that 
ibme  dme  muft  elapfe  before  operations  could  be  commenced  with 
cffcSt ;  but,  as  early  as  the  end  of  the  year  1793,  preparations 
were  made  for  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey.  The  force,  which  it  was  ori^nally  intended  to  fend  out 
under  that  General,  amounted  to  x  0,000  men  ;  but  that  force  was 
afterwards  diminiOied  to'6ooo,  which,  with  the  troops  in  the  Weft 

.  Indies,  made  together  a  forc^  of  x  1,000  men.    It  was  unneceiTary 

'  for  him  to  enter  iAto  a  detail  of  the  events  that  oqcurred  in  confe* 
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rquenoe  of  ttuit  «nnainant ;  it  was  itifl&ctent  to  &y,  they  were  of  a 
Aature  not  eafily  to^  (osgpfUexu     But,  however^  be  bagged  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Miniftersy  having  judged  it  necefiary  to  withdraw  4^00 
,men  from  the  troops  defiined  for  thst  expedition^  certainly  did  not 
esfcEt  the  iame  extent  cf  fervid  as  if  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  beon 
^mi(bed  with  ibc  force  originally  prqpofcd.     That  G^enend  was 
accordingly  told,  that  as  the  force  was  limited,  in  the  £une  piopor- 
tionwas  the  ei^£lation  of  fiavice  decreased     He  roendoned  this 
dscumflance  for  two  reafons  :  firft,  in  order  to  prove,  that  diou^ 
Adminiifaation  found  it  eacpsdientto  withdraw  a  part  of  the  fonx, 
.diey  did  not  impoTe  lb  unreafonable  a  ta(k  upon  Sir  Charles  as 
*io  aflc  for  the  £ime  fervice  as  if  he  had  the  whole ;  and  he  naeo- 
»tioned  it  alfo  horn  the  regard  he  always  ftiQuld  enteitain  for  that 
gallant  Officer,  to  ifaew,  that  what  was  not  expeded  from  him  he 
perfenmcd,  and  that,  with  a  difcniniflied  force,  he  atchicved  oon- 
qoefls  which  even  the  moft  ianguine  mind  could  never  have  hoped 
•for.     Sir  Charles  Grey  certainly  dilappointed  Adminiftration,  not 
in  doing  kfs,  but  in  doing  moie,  tikn  they  could  have  ezpeded 
4ram  the  force  under  his  command.     He  felt  much  pleafuic  in 
•flating  this,  becaufe  he  never  would,  while  he  had  a  feat  in  that 
Houfe,  omit  an  opportunity  of  doing  juftioe  to  the  meritorious  fer- 
inoes  of  that  gallant  officer.     The  event  of  that  campaign  was 
known  to  every  body ;  it  ended  in  the  conqueft  of  all  the  poffcflions 
of  the  jenemy  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.     Soon  after  Sir  Charles 
failed,  favourable  accounts  were  received  from  St.  Domingo,  which 
afforded  the  profpeA  of  making  an  impreffion  there,  which  gave, 
Jife  toa  oorrefpondence  between  him  and  that  General.     He  men- 
tioned that  as  a  thing  in  oontemplanation^  that  he  might  be  aisle 
to  fend  two  more  regiments,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Leei^'axd  Iflands. 
He  bqgged  here  diftindtly  to  ftate,  that  after  the  conclulion  of  diat 
campaign,  which  terminated  in  the  month  of  May,  Sir  Charles 
Grey  entertained  no  uneafinefs  -whatever  for  the  fecuricy  of  the 
oonqueAs  he  had  made  ;  that  he  was  confident  of  retaining  them, 
.and  in  that  ^e  of  mind  he  was  in  the  beginning  of  June,  ^hen 
.  he  heard  of  die  attack  made  by  the  French  upon  Guadaloiqpe.-^ 
'He  was  defirous  to  exprefe  himfelf  diitinAly  iqpon  this  point,  be- 
caufe gentlemen  on  theother  fide  feemed  anxious^  the  other  day, 
to  put  words  into  his  mouth  upon  this  part  of  the  fatjeft,  whidi  he 
.never  ufed.     But  he  would  iay  mooe,  at  that  ^vesy  period,  idicn  he 
ilated  Sir  Charles  to  be  under  no  uheaixneis  for  the  iafety  of  the 
Weil  Indies,  he  had  no  expedlations  of  reinforcfment,  farther  tfasn 
theone  or  two  regiments  iie.-facfore  mentboed.    He  admitted,  that 
m  rApril,  1794,  Sir  Cbadts.tlid  exprefs  a  wiih  for  the  mnfbroB- 


meats ;  bat  in  te  (Mr.  Dandas's)  infmr,  h^  din  n6t  lead  thalt 
General  to  lode  for  anj  reintecement  before  thf  inolitk  of  N«>- 
vember  ;  thacftiie,  in  the  opinion  he  gave  of  the  fafcty  of  the 
iflands,  he  was  not  aducted  by  the  hope  of  any  reinforcement  be- 
fore dfiat  period.  Worn  out  by  great  exertions  in  fuch  a  climate. 
Sir  Charles  wifhedi  after  his  conqoeftsi  tp  return  to  England  for  a 
certain  period  of  time,  and  actually  prepared  to  do  fi>. — He  hoped 
that  gentlemen  would  not  attempt  to  put  an  impcoper  colour  iipoii 
this  part  of  his  fpeech.  He  knew  that  fuch  was  the  gallantry  of 
that  General,  that  he  would  not  have  th6ught  of  returning  to  Eng-  , 
land,  if  he  imagined  there  was  any  danger  in  the  Weft  Indtea  ;  for 
cven-a^er  leave  had  been  given  him  to  return,  fome  new  <fiffiadties 
arofe  in  >he  Weft  Indies,  and  he  dtreJHy  put  off  his  return.  When 
Sir  Charles  was  making  a  circuit  of  the  iflands,  preparatory  to  his 
letom,  he  received  an  account  of  the  attack  upon  Guadafeupe,  and 
he  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis  immeJiatehr  haftened  to  the  poft  of  danger. 
-—He  made  his  arrangements  for  an  operation  of  a  very  important 
nature,  which  unfortunately  failed.  The  Houfe'  had  heard  of  the 
bad  fucccis  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant*Cdonel 
Doyie,  and  to  d>at  failure  were  to  be  attributed,  perhaps,  our  fub- 
fequent  misfortunes.  He  did  not  choofe  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
caofes  of  that  fiiilure,  iince  the  beft  and  ableft  men  are  liatde  to 
fuch  di(after»,  and  bccaufe  he  would  lay  Sir  Charles's  own  account 
of  it  before  the  Houfe.  After  this,  having  taken  fuch  fteps  as  ap- 
peared to  him  fufficient  for  the  fecurity  of  that  illand,  be  came 
away. 

But  he  (hould  obferve  here,  that  Sir  Charles  fent  a  detadmient 
of  two  regiments  to  St.  Domingo,  and  that  afterwards  he  fent  ano-  ' 
ther  regiment.  He  was  at  that  time  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
of  courfe  could  have  ufed  his  own  difcretion  upon  thaX  point.  It 
was  clear  as  the  fun  at  broad  day,  and,  to  put  it  beyond  a  doubt. 
Sir  Charles  Grey  did  retain  a  part  of  that  reinforcement,  the  35th 
regiment :  And  why  did  he  retain  it  ?  Becaufe  he  had  formed  an 
intention  of  going  down  to  conquer  the  fettlement  of  Cayenne, 
whidi  the  moment  he  heard  he  could  not  do  without  a  larger  body 
of  efleAive  men  than  he  could  mufter,  he  ufed  his  own  difcretioa 
again,  and  fent  that  regiment  after  the  other  three.  In  doing  fo, 
he  a£led  as  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  as  zealous 
for  the  fervice  he  was  engaged  in,  and  he  defied  any  one  lo  draw 
au  infinuatlon  to  the  contrary.  In  the  courfe  pf  the  fummer,  how-* 
ever.  Sir  Charles  Grey  ftated  the  necefllty  of  reinforcements  ;  but 
gentlemen  were  thoroughly  milinformed  if  they  thought  Sir  Charlea 
Grey  founded  that  demand  on  the  idea  of  the  infeciM'ity  of  the 
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iflands.    *No!    Wanned  by  cbnqueft,  and  defirous  to  ^dd  frefh 
laurels  to  thofe  he  had  already  won,  he  meditated  a  defcent  on  St. 
£)omingo.     He  dated  his  demand  for  that  purpofe»  and  in   this 
fituation  matters  remained  when  Sir  Charles  Grey  went  from   the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriitopher's  to  Guadaloupe,  where  he  experienced  all 
his  diiappointments  and  vexation.     That  was  the  firft  and  only 
time  Sir  Charles  Grey  fent  for  reinforcements  for  the  fecuricy  of 
the  iflands.     His  letter  bore  date  of  the  i  ith  of  July,  and  it  ar- 
rived in  England  on  the  1 8th  of  Auguft.     Here  he  dcfired  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  urgent  requifition,  firft  made  by 
Colonel  Coote,   and  next  by  Colonel  Dundas.     Before  he  began 
to  ftate  his  obfervations^  however,  upon  the  requifition,  he  begged 
to  bring  under  their  view  the  whole  circumftances  of  die  cafe.— 
Upon  the  failure  at  Point  au  Pierre,  Sir  Charles  Grey  wrote  for  a 
reinforcement  of  6ooq  men,  1200.  or  aooo  of  which  he  requeued 
'  to  be  fent  out  as  fpeedy  as  poflible.     At  this  time  the  whole  of  the 
Britijfh  forces  in  Great  Britain  amounted  to  no  more  than  17,475 
men,  incltfding  the  iick ;  yet,   notwithftanding,  no  exertion  was 
omitted  in  order  to  give  a  complete  anfwer  to  tHe  requifition.    The 
number  of  cffedive  men  was  fomewhat  under  ^i  7,000. 
Five  of  the  bed  of  the  regiments  were  employed  as         Men 
marines  on  board  the  fleet,  comprifing  —  33^6 

The  garrifon  at  Gibraltar  contained        —  —  5259 

A  great  body  of  guards  was  on  the  continent,  to  the  num- 
ber of   —  —  —  —  2911 

So  that,  every  fpeeies  of  force  included,  there  were  to  be 

dedudted  — ^  —  —  11,556 

The  remainder  were  in  England,  and  now  he  begged  the  Houfc 
to  attend  to  the  mcafurcs  purfucd. 

Qn  the  1 7  th  of  Auguft  he  fcnt  —  609 

On  the  25th  of  Auguft                  —  —  2417 

On  the  4th  of  September           —  —  1700 

On  the  1 4th  of  September             -—  —  4000 

And  on  the  i  oth  of  April,  from  uuernfey  —  500 

Making  in  all  9217 

So  that  he  did  not  lofe  an  hour  in  fending  out  the  6000  men  re- 
quired. At  the  fame  time  that  he  provided  thefe  9217  men,  he 
provided  for  the  fervice  of  St.  Domingo  alfo,  becaufe  it  hung  heavy 
on  Sir  Charles  Grey's  mind,  although  he  was  aware  that  he  had 
not  done  enough. 
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On  the  4th  of  September  he  fent  to  St.  Domingo  1 200 

On  the  19th  of  September                 -—                  —  1800 

On  the  aiftof  March.                  —              —  964 

And  on  the  23d  of  Majr           —                  •'—  ^3^9 

Making  inall,  to  St.  Domingo  6283 

So  that,  adding  the  reinforcement  to  the  force  in  the  Lee- 
ward I flands,  of  —  —  9^^^ 

The  fum  total  would  be  15*500 

Thefe  mcafures  were  taken  immediately  ;  and  he  hoped,  from  a 
fjir  and  candid  confideration  of  the  fubjcQ,  that  gentlemen  would 
allow  he  had  made  an  extenfive  provifion  for  the  fervice  of  the 
iflands,  and  that  he  (hould  be  no  longer  accufed  of  criminal  neg- 
left.  Having  put  the  troops  on  board  the  tranfports,  and  made 
every  arrangement  neceflary  for  their  embarkation,  it  could  be 
hardly  imagined  that  he  (hould  capricioufly  detain  them.  It 
was  indeed  not  impoflible  but  that  he  might  have  given  improper 
orders  fo  as  to  occafion  their  delay  ;  but  after  he  had  given  orders 
for  tranfports  to  convey  them,  and  for  convoy  to  efcort  them,  when 
a  prcfling  fervice  demanded  their  afliftancc,  and  his  whole  heart 
and  foul  were  engaged  in  the  ohje6t  of  the  expedition,  he  trufted 
to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe  for  his  exculpation.  The  firft  de- 
tachment failed  in  06lober,  but  afterwards  put  back  on  account  cf 
contrary  winds.  He  might  entertain  fomc  unrcafonablc  diflfatisfac- 
tion  in  confequence  of  this  unfortunate  delay  ;  but  when  he  exa- 
mined the  journal  of  the  convoy,  and  found  the  winds  fo  contrary 
that  tlie  tranfports  could  not  really  proceed,  he  acknowledged  the 
officer  to  be  entitled  to  more  credit  than  he  was  willing  to  admit  in 
the  firft  inftance.  Orders  were  given  them,  that  they  (hould  fail 
the  moment  the  wind  changed,  when  the  French  fleet  left  Breft, 
and  put  to  fea.  This  was  in  December,  and  when  our  own  fleet, 
after  having  been  cruifing  about  the  Channel  all  the  fummer,  en- 
deavouring to  draw  the  enemy,  but  to.no  purpofe,  had  returned  into 
harbour  to  refit.  At  this  time,  he  faid,  the  French  fleet  came  out 
of  Breft,  and  blocked  up  our  (hips  in  their  own  harbour.  Now 
they  came  out  of  Breft,  in  order  to  do  what  r  To  capture  that  very 
convoy,  to  be  fure ;  and  therefore  orders  were  given  not  to  fjiil 
with  means  of  defence  fo  limited.  If  Minifters  did  wrong  in  if- 
fding  thofe  orders,  they  were  refponfible  for  it ;  but  he  reminded 
the  Houfe  that  this  tranfa^ion  happened  at  an  early  period  of  the 
war,  at  a  time  too  when  we  had  a  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
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fSKfther  in  the  Weft  Indies.     He  obferved,  ^t  «  detacfaincnt» 
Iwwever,  did  fail,  to  the  amount  of  5000  men,  which  was  after- 
wards obliged  to  difembark  four  regiments  \  the  mmainder  fttled  on 
the  15  th  of  February,  under  Admiral  Parker.    Orders  were  given 
alfo  about  the  fame  time  for  trdbps,  to  the  amount  of  between  2  aad 
3000  men,  to  fail  from  Gibraltar,  who  arrived  much  fooner  than 
they  were  expeftcd.     So  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  reinforcement 
was  equal  to  what  the  moft  fanguine  mind  could  look  for.     Three 
regiments  were  alfo  ordered  from  Flulhing,  and  four  from  the  army 
p{  the  Duke  of  York  ;  but,  out  of  the  three  regiments  cxpeflcd 
from  Flufliing,  they  were  difappointed  of  the  74th,  whictthad  gone 
to  join  the  army  <rf  the  Duke  of  York  before  the  orders  arrived  ; 
and  the  winter  of  x  794  rendered  it  impoffible  that  any  port  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  army  could  go.    Yet,  notwithfianding  all  this, 
j)ot  a  (hadow  of  blame  was  imputable  to  Minifters.     He  admitted 
•;that  the  principal  difappointments  had  been  .occafiooed  by  the  im- 
poffibility  of  fending  reinforcements  to  the  Weft  IndieSj  and  that 
thofc  difappointments  tended  to  blaft  the  whole  of  the  campaign  of 
J  795,  and  to  defeat  the  views  which  were  then  eitfertained  of  re- 
covering Guadaloupe,  preferving  St.  Lucia,  and  guarding  againft 
the  attacks  and  calamities  which  had  befallen  the  iflands  of  St. 
Vincent  and  Grenada  ;'but  ftill  he  would  tnlift  that  this  delay  pro- 
ceeded from  no  ncgledl  of  exertions  in  himfelf,  or  his  coadjutors  in 
office.     He  had  fometimes  heard  Minifters  accufed  with  patience, 
'  and  oftentimes  with  anger.    When  he  preferved  iilence,  it  was  be- 
-caufe  the  public  fervice  would  not  admit  any  attempt  at  exculpation, 
and  if  be  loft  his  patience,  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  circumftances 
of  provocation,  which  no  man  fcarcely  could  refift.  He  now  left  the 
Houfe  to  judge,  whether  he  had  ever  (hunned  inquiry  from  perfi)nal 
apprehen^ons  ;  and  having  gone  throi^h  the  whole  of  the  fiate- 
ment  neceftary  for  the  conduA  of  1794  and  17959  he  came  now 
to  fpeak  of  the  laft  expedition,  which,   as  it  was  in  fome  dcj^te 
pending,  he  muft  mention  with  more  referve. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  17959  it  became  neceflfary  to 
form  a  plan  for  the  campaign  of  the  next  feafon,  which,  from  the 
fituatioQ  of  Guadaloupe,  St.  Vincent's,  and  Grenada,  was  ex- 
tremely difficult.  But  in  forming  this  plan,  it  became  neoeftfary  to 
{take  into  confideration  another  important  event  which  then  took 
place,  vi%.  the  conqueft  of  Hdland  by  the  French.  Judge  then 
what  Minifters  were  to  do  in  the  competition  of  fdrvices.  At  that 
critical  period,  the  whole  force  in  this  country  that  could  be  applie4 
tp  any  adlive  and  foreign  fervice  was  nQt  more  than  betwixt  3  and 
liooo  meoj  though  he  knew  there  were  more  than  tlat  number  upon 
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fiip^.     Thb  cQuotiy  was  nevear  afmidf  tboq|^  it  twaf  bave  boe^ 
alaimed.     Ic  may  have  been  fenfible  of  itiB*danger>  whicb  w«$  a|i 
•dl  of  pnidefi0e,  and  (bch  was  its  apprebeafion  then.     It  was  not 
tberefoie  advifeaUe  to  fend  any  eonfidcrable  fofce  from  it  at  thai 
period  i  bpt  inthe  viewoffecuringtheCapepfGoiodHopej  he(tid 
advife  His  MaJG%  to  fend  3  or  4000  men  to  itaX  quarc^r.     If  tb¥ 
expedition  had  been  unfuocefsfu},  he  was  aware  that  his  advier 
would  havp  been  defervedly  cooiidered  as  raflif    and  unfounded ; 
but  fortunately  the  reverie  had  happened.    That  attempt  fuopeeded. 
They  unlocked  the, door  of  die  Eaft  Indies-*- they  took  ibekey, 
and  be  hoped  would  always  ke^  ic,  and  that  no  man  would  venture 
to  give  it  up.     At  the  end  of  May,  or  the  bc^nning  of  June  la(^ 
there  did  not  remain  an  efficient  farce  in  the  eountry  to  fend  to  the 
Wefi  Indies :  the  array  on  the  cvntinent  had  not  returned,  and 
without  the  aid  of  this  force,  it  was  impoffible  to  carry  on  offenfive 
operations  there*     Upon  the  return  of  the  Duke  of  York's  army 
in  June.laft,  the  remainder  of  32  rqgimetits  amounted  to  1 1,346 
men ;  added  Co  this  were  the  new  regiments,  amounting  to  1 9,8  38 ; 
in  all,  .tQ  3i»i94.  men.     Outof  thefe,  it  became  neceflaiy,  ac- 
coidiT^  to  the  b^  military  advice  which  could  be  obtained,  to  form 
two  diftindt  armies  for  the  Weft  Indies,  one  of  i5iOOOf  and  the 
other  of  1 2,000  men,  amounting  in  all  to  27,000  effedive  men. 
Upon  thefc  materials,  Minifters  in  the  courfeof  laft  fummer  founded 
rheir  exertions ;  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  with  fuch  ma- 
terials laid  before  miht^ry  meOf  they  would  havejudgpd  it  impof* 
fible.to  make  the  neccflary  preparations  in  the  given  time;^  the  na* 
tion  was  indebued  for  d)e  uncommon  exertions  which  were  made  to 
that  tjcsd  and  iove  for  his  cpuntiy  which  aAuated  the  illuftrious  per- 
•  fonage  who  held  the  rank  of  Commander  in  Chief.     After  thefe 
regiaients  had  been  examined  and  app(»ntod,  with  a  view  to  the 
Weft*  India  expedition,  it  was  found  that  few  of  them  campsra- 
tively  oould  be  fent  with  advantage  upon  that  fervice  ;  it  therefore 
became  neceifary  to  reduce  and  draft  the  r«igiments,  and  in  order  to 
this,  U>  bring  to  one  place  thefe  raiments,  many  of  which  were  at 
a  eonfidcrable  diftance  in  the  Nori;b,  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 
To  aocompUih  this,  feveral  of  the  regiments  wtri^  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed by  fea  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  met  with  delays  pnh 
ceediiig  from  contrary  wind  (for  from  the  North  two  winds  were  ne- 
ceflfary  to  bring  them  to  the  Downsi  and  from  thence  to  Portf- 
mouth.)     Under  fuch  difadvantages  was  this  force.  coUeded  ;  the 
ccertions  of  the  noble  Commander  in  Chief  were  indefatigabb ; 
and  with  fuch  circumftances  as  be  had  ftated,  he  would  appeal  to 
any  military  mao/  whether  it  wai  poQible  to  prepare  fuch  a  fome^ 
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^  and  hAVc  it  reatdy  •  to  fail  earlier  than  November*     He  (btcd  the 
force  which  was  adually  prepared  and  failed,  to  amount  to-  2  2,9  2  9 
fDen  ;  befide^  which  were  to  be  added  1000  German  riflemen  to 
be  brought  from  the  Elbe,  about  2000  from  Gibraltar,  and  about 
6000  foreign  troops,  excluiive  of  difmounted  cavalry,  added  to 
the  black  corps  'and  militia  of  the  iflands;  in  all  about  30,00* 
men.     Mr.  Dundas  mentioned  the  deiays  occafioned  by  oontraiy 
winds  to  the  tranfbortation  of  thefe  German  and  foreign  tioops. 
Befides  this,  the  ordnance  fervice  required  exteiifive  preparations. 
The  department  at  Woolwich^  which  was  adapted  for  ordinarr 
deiMnds,  was  greatly  infufiicient  for  one  of  fo  extraordhiary  a  na- 
ture and  upon  fo  laige  a  fcale.     The  preparations  then,  though 
put  into  a  train  of  the  greateft  activity, ,  could  proceed  but  gra- 
dually ;    and   afterwards,   two  winds  were  wanted  to  carry  the 
tranfports  from  the  Thames  to  Portfmouth.     A  (lorm  unhappily 
took  place  when  the  veflfels  were  in  the  Downs,  by  which  many 
of  them  wen:  difmaAed.     Confidering  all  thefe  circumftances, 
Mr.  Dundas  infixed  that  iio  Uame  of  delay  could  be  imputed  to 
His  Majedy's  Minifters,    when  the  nature,  the  extent,  and  the 
unavoidable  difficulties,  attending  the  execution  of  the  fervice  were 

*  taken  into  confideration.  But  this  was  not  all :  in  addition  to 
what  he  had  already  dated,  was  alfo  to  be  confidered  the  ccdlcdion 
of  tranfports.  When  preparations  for  this  fervice  firft  began,  there 
did  not  remain  more  than  4.0,000  tons  of  tranfports,  in  fo  many 
other  and  important  previous  fervices  had  the  tranfport  veifels  been 

-engaged.     At  this  time  too,  when  tranfports  to  fuch  a  lai^  extent 

•  were  ncceflarily  to  be  prepared,  the  commerce  of  the  country  (con- 
trary to  what  generally  happens  during  a  ftate  of  war)  was  in  a  iitu- 

'  ation  of  mod  unexampled  profperity ;  provifionsa  which  were  to  be 
procured,  were  become  extremely  dear;  feamen  for  thefe  tranfport 

-vtrffels  were  colle6^ed  with  difficulty  proportioned  to  the  number  of 
men  wanted,  the  large  bounties  given  for  manning  the  navy,  as 

'  wclf  as  the  flouriffiing  ftate  of  our  commerce,  and  the  encourage- 
ment held  out  to  failors  on  board  trading  veffels.  Thefe  were  fome 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  fitting  out  fuch  a  number  of 

>  tranfport  veffels,  to  the  amount  of  60,000  tons.     It  was  cafy  for 

'  gentlemen  to  cenfure,  but  he  wi(hed  them  iirft  to  paufe  and  confider 

•  the  almoft  impoffibility  of  coUefling  fuch  a  quantity  of  (hippir^ 
.    under  fuch  difadvantages.     If  they  ftill  perfiftcd  in  their  cenfures, 

*  be  mult  fay,  that  Tuch  perfons  mull  either  have  minds  incapable  of 
:  taking  thefe  various  difficulties  and  details  into  confideration,  or 
»  muft.  be  completely  ignorant  of  fubjcfls  of  this  nature.  To  aUe- 
.  viate  the  difficulty  which  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  fervice,  two 
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cittraArdmary  refources  preTented  thcmiSBlveSy  ihe  tirhelj  arrival  of 

the  Eaft  and  Weft- India  fleets,  and  without  having  had  reooutfe 

Co  thefe,  it  would  have  been  abfolutely  impoffiUe  to  cany  the  plan 

of  fervice  into  execution  with  any  regard  to  tbc  confkmerce:of  the 

oountry,  or  the  number  of  feamen  that  were  wanted  for  die* men  of 

war.     But  even  after  thefe  commercial  ieets  arrived,  time  was  ne« 

ceflary  for  the  unloading  of  their  cargoes,  and  for  tranfa^Ung  the 

neceiTary  bufinefs  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe  and  Treafury.     Thefe  cir* 

cumftances  occafioned  a  great  and  Aeceflkry  delay ;  and,  after  all, 

two  winds  were  neceifary  in  order  to  carry  thefe  {hips  from  die 

Thames  to  Spithead  ;  delays  occafioned  from  this  laft  circumftance 

repeatedly  happened.     Amidft  all  thefe  difficulties  and  dibdvan* 

tag^,  the  Commiffioners  of  the  tranfport  fervice  made  unbounded 

exertions,  and  he  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  any  unprgudiced 

perfon,  if  gi;eatcr  expedition  was  pradicable,  or  greater  zeal  and 

activity  in  the  fervice  could  have  been  manifefted.     A  charge, 

indeed,  had  been  made  that  the  tranfports  were  too  much  crowded, 

and  that  from  negligence  in  providing  the  necef&ry  accommodations 

on  board,  ficknefs  among  the  troops  enfued.     The  charge  of  beii^ 

negligent  in  this  inftance,  was,  in  his  view,  the  fame  with  being 

intentionally  guilty ;  but  he  iniifted  that  no  precautions  had  been 

neglected  to  prepare  whatever  was  neceflary,  either  for  the  health 

or  accommodation  of  the  troops.     The  fubjedt  had  been  fonnerfy 

agitated,  and  he  trufted  that  perfeS  fatisfadion  had  been  given  on 

this  head,  and  that  it  had  been  clearly  proved  that  every  requifite 

accommodation  had  been  afforded  to  the  troops,  and  that  they  were 

not  unneceffarily  detained  on  board  the  tranfports  for  any  length  of 

time.     If  this  charge  was  meant  to  be  renewed,  it  ought  to  have 

been  -  before  Admiral  Chriflian  failed,  to  whom  every  confidential 

detail,  as  to  the  fuperintendance  of  this  bufinefs,  hadbeen referred, 

and  whilft  he  remained  at  home  to  give  the  neceifary  information. 

An  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had,  in  the  courfe  of  a 

former  night's  debate,  fiated  to  the  Houfe  a  fbange  variety  of  fads, 

on  which  he  attempted  to  ground  an  accufation  againft  His  Majef<- 

ty's  Minifters.     It  would  have  certainly  been  more  becoming  in 

diat  honourable  gentleman  to  have  previoufly  ^uggefled  thofe  fa^ts 

to  the  conlideradon  of  Miniiters,  who  might  have  fatisfied  him  on 

the  fubjedt,  and  might  have  even  taken  meafures  to  remedy  the 

complaints  which  were  grounded  oh  thofe  fads.     He  always  made 

,  it  a  cudom,  and  while  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  His  Majedy's 

Council,  he  would  purfue  the  (^mc  line  of  condudlr— to  throw  open 

his  doors  in  order  to  receive  every  fuggeftion  that  might  promote  the 

public  interefl ;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  more  particularly  to  do 


i»  \6l%  caff 'whore  the  fives  of  tboie  gaOaoit  men,  employed  in  tht 
dbfence  of  dieir  coutitiy»  wereatAake.  Every  attention  (hould  be 
pdd  t»  man  of  thae  hodabks  dcfcrtption^  and  he  who  refitfed  to 
^liil  a  dotjr  fo  estromdv  incumbent  on  him,  wa»^  in  bis  opi- 
nion, unwordiy  the  chancer  of  a  man.  With  refped):  to  any  cor- 
ffefpendenoe  that  m'^ht  have  pai&d  between  him  and  the  Traniport 
Bdard,  on  the  ibbjeftof  the  Weft- India  expedition,  he  was  at  aU 
Hmea  ready  toby  it  befoie  the  Houfe.  He  had,  for  the  purpofe  of 
facilitating  that  expeAdon,  pot  himfelf  in  poflTeilion  of  every  poffible 
mfermationi  and  had  taken  e&ir  \o  cotted  it  in  a  ma&  fcr  the  be- 
SKtfit  of  hit  fucceflbrs  in  the  department  which. he  had  the  honour  to 
SI.  A  Godle  of  reguhtion»  had  been  framed  under  his  dire^on,  in 
cmfequenoc  of  that  informatdon,  which  woold  be  found  big^  ofeful 
In  the  tran^nation  of  troops;  and  he  was  ready  to  fobmit  them  to 
fto  infpe(£Hon  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Houfe.  He  wouU  confcji 
that  he  was  very  much  indebted  to  Sir  Jerome  Fitzpatridc,  far  his 
oomnumicadons  cetedve  to  die  mode  of  pieferving  the  heakfa  of 
mope  on  beard  of  tranfports.  He  had  coitveried  with  that  gende- 
man  on  the  fubjed,  and  had  found  much  ufeful  matter  in  hit  ob^ 
ftrvaitions.  Sir  Jerome  had,  by  lits  recommendation,  been  ap- 
p^tod  InfpeAor-General  of  the  army  on  board  tran^Knts,  and  dve 
benefits  i%fulting  from  that  appointment  were  confiderabic*  To 
pmve  diat  no  care  or  expcnce  had  been  fpared  byGovcemnem  ia 
^fovidif^.  In  every  point  of  view,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
troopSy  and  every  otfier  matter  which  related  to  the  welfise  ti  the 
armament,  he  Ihould  beg  leave  to  read  aletter  from  the  Coaanmdar 
in  Chief,  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombte.  [Mr.  Dondas  beie  nad  the 
fenery  which  il^ed,  that  every  neceffary  preparation  had  been  cade 
on  the  beft  and  iaigeft  feale  for  tlie  fuocefe  of  the  ejqpedidoo ;  d»t 
Ae  Hoil^iical  Staff,  and  ail  the  regidadona  for  theaccommodadon  of 
ihe  men  in  health  or  (ickneft  were  moft  onexceptionabk.}«^He 
next  thought  it  proper  to  notice  what  had  been  thrown  out  by  the 
Jhonourable  gf^ntleman  oppdite  to  htm,  Hi  former  dfcbatea,  itfpeft- 
ing  the  great  want  of  accommodation  for  the  tmops  on  faoaiNl  the 
veflbU  which  were  to  proceed  to  the  Weft  Indian  from  Coritt.  .  Te 
refute  any  imputaciona  of  that  nature,  he  (hould  aUb  itad  a  Itoer 
from  the  Commanding  Officer,  General  Wright,  dated  the  sidi 
of  Novembef,  t795.-^Mr.  Dundas  alfo  read  diialetter,  which, 
in  tubftance,  contradi^d  the  repoits  which  had  been  eiicubted,  of 
the  miforable  fituation  of  die  tnx>ps  on  board  the  rran^rts  at  Cori^i 
and  exprefsty  mendoned,  that  at  no  period  were  Aero  aiqr  fofces 
better  pi^Tvided  with  medicines  and  every  oti^  aeoommodaNMon/J 
He  was^^  hflfipy  tp  be  able  m  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  of  ^  di*  oan* 
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fportt  %rhtchhad  fiitled  fiom  thU  country  to  the  Weft  Indies,  feur 
oiriy  were  mifling ;  that  67  had  Mdj  afrived  at  Barbadoes,  con- 
taining above  7000  regular  troops,  with  artillery,  &c.  &c.  and  that 
of  the  7000  only  the  ffiiall  number  of  400  were  in  a  fickly  ftate, 
^vtio  were,  when  the  laft  accounts  came  away,  recovering  rapidly, 
and  would  be  fobtx  (it  for  adion.     He  trufted,  when  he  mentioned 
tfaefe  ftatements,  that  he  (hould  be  confidered  as  conveying  happy 
tidings  to  the  Houfe.    {A  general  cry  of  hear  I  hear!]     He  was 
confident,  that  after  the  fevere  and  repeated  hurricanes  to  which  Ae 
fleet  had  been  e^pofed,   after  the  various  hardihips  and  vescatiouHi 
difappointments  it  had  undei^ne,   it  was  a  matter  of  finoere  oon<- 
gfatulation  to  the  Country  that  the  exertions  of  Government  had  at 
length  been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and  he  did  not  hefitate  to  hbt^ 
lieve  that  gentlemen  were  comjjdetely  fatisfied,  that  eveiy  neceflaty 
nxafure  had  been  taken  to  enfure  a  fuccefsful  ifltie  to  the  expedition 
by  His  MajeAy's  Mtnifters.     He  cotdd  not  in  the  prefent  fiage  of  ' 
tiie  bufinefs  proceed  without  doing  that  juftice,  which  his  feelings 
prompted  him,  with  refpedl  to  the  Tranfport  and  Ordnaifce  Boards. 
If  he  had  on  former  oecaiions  fpoken  rather  warmly  of  thefe  Boards 
—if  his  fedinfp  had  at  any  time  uipd  him  to  expreis  himfelf  rathtf 
too  fredy  of  their  eonduA,  he  was  then  haj^  to  do  them  that  julL 
tice,  in  a  public  and  folemn  manner,  which  he  conceived  they  ha4 
a  r^ht  to  expe A  ftom  any  fudden  warmth  into  wbleh  he  had  for- 
merly  been  led ;— he  would  therefors  declare,  that  every  polfibic 
Merdon  had  taken  placeon  their  pait,  and  that  the  armament  could 
not  have  been  ready  at  an  earlier  period  then  it  adually  was,     f& 
would  even  go  iardier,  and  maintain,  that  at  no  one  period  in  the 
hiflory  of  the  country,  was  any  armament  of  fo  great  a  magnitude^ 
equipped  and  put  into  a  (lateof  comfdete  readineb  in  fo  (hort  a  fpaoe 
of  time.     The  reafons  which  influenced  him  to  make  all  tfaofe 
ftatements  which  he  had  the  honour  to  lay  befeie  die  Hoofe,  vere, 
diat  he  might  clearly  ftiew,  to  the  fatisfa^on  of  thofe  gendemen, 
who  were  really  candid,  dut  there  wexe  not  fuffident,  nor  in  faft 
any  grounds  whatever,  to  call  for  an  inquiry;  for  it  was  evident^  tb^t 
it  was  not  merely  enough  to  call  for  an  inquiry,  fomettung  more  was 
reqcnfite  ;^  it  was  incumbent  on  the  honourable  gentleman  to  pmve 
the  necelfity  of  going  into  it,  by  fufficient  evidence  and  ftrong  fads. 
He  conduded  by  appealing  to  the  Hoofe,  whether  he  had  not  laid 
before  them  fufficient  proofs  and  incontrovertible  reafons  for  thetti 
to  form  an  opinion,  frimafacU,  that  diere  was  ix>  ground  to  go 
into  the  inquiry  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  nor  to  cen- 
fare  the  Executive  Government  for  its  management  of  die .  Weft» 
India  .expedition,  or  its  negligence  with  refpeft  to  the  iafcty  of  the 
iflands.     He  apolpgiied  to  die  Houfe  for  having  troubled  them  fo 
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long  on  a  (uhjdR  which  fo  tnaterially  related  to  bimTdf,  and  faid 
he  (hould  brin^  forward  fome  motions  relatiye  to  the  produfiion  of 
papers  on  the  general  fubjeS,  while  he  alfo  intended  to  oppofe  tome 
of  (he  honourable  gentleman's  motions,  and  amend  fome  others. 

.  Mn  GREY  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  would  have  been  nnuck 
more  regular,   had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  laid  the  papers 
upon  the  table,  from  which  information  upon  the  futyeiSt  was  to  be 
obtained,  before  he  went  into  fo  wide  a  field  of  difcuflion.    For  his 
own  part/  as  he  had  formerly  dated,  he  did  not  know  that  he  (hould 
take  any  (hare  in  a  debate  on  this  fubje£t,  and  at  prefcnt  he  only 
rofe  on  account  of  the  alluiion  that  had  been  .made  to  the  opinion 
of  a  character  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  refped  and  honour.     He 
.could  wi(h,  that  before  any  argument  was  founded  upon  an  opinion 
of  that  perfon,  every,  document  which  was  neceflary  to  explain  the 
nature  of  that  opinion,  and  the  circumfiances  in  which  it  was  given, 
'fliould  be  produced/    It  was  faid  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  pm- 
nounced  the  Leeward  Iflands  to  be  in  perfe£l  fccurity  ;  but  he  was 
.authorized  by  that  perfon  to  (ay,  that  he  had  given  this  opinion  in 
the  conBdence  that  no  force  could  be  fent  out  of  the  ports  of  France, 
•and  proceed  to  the  Weft  Indies,   till  the  reinforcements  that  had 
Jbeen  promifbd  arrived.     It  had  been  fairly  admitted  by  the  right 
.'honourable  gentleman,  that  Sir  CharlcsGrey,  in  detaching  the  r^- 
jnents  to  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes,  had   exercifed  that  difcredon 
twhich  belonged  to  him  ;  bi|t  he  could  likewife  fay,    that  in  exer- 
.citing  this  difcretion,  Sir  Charles  Grey  underftood  that  he  was  com- 
plying with  the  wifties  of  Adminiftration.  He  had  applied  for  rcin- 
•forcehoetlts,  which  he  expected  would  fpeediiy  arrive  \  and  with  the 
Jforce  which  th«  enemy  then  pofleifed  in  that  quarter,   and  in  the 
confidence  that  no  troops  would  be  allowed  to  join  them  from  Old 
•France,'  he  had-  pronounced  the  lituation  of  the  Leeward  Iflands  u> 
be.f^cb  as  toraffordno  ground  for  apprehenfion.     It  had  likewife 
.been  candidly  ftatcd  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  Sir  Charlc* 
Grey'wotsld  not  have  availed  himfelf  of  the  leave  he  had  obtained 
•to  return  home  to  repair  the  injuries  his  conftitution  had  fufferd 
.'from  the  fevere  exertions  of  an  arduous  campaign  in  an  inhofpi- 
rtaMe  climate,  if  he  had  not  been  convinced  of  diQ  fccurity  of  the 
iflands,  and  this  his  condudt,  when  he  was  apprifed  of  their  danger, 
fufRciently  proved.     After  the  difai^er  that  had  taken  place,  he 
applied  for  6000  men,   2000  of  which  he  demanded  immedi- 
ately.    Of  thje  caufe  of  the  difaiter  he  would  not  fay  any  thi^g  at 
all;  certain  it  was,  that  thoQgh  applie^i  for  in  June,  no  reinforce- 
ment Imd  arrived  in  the  end  of  Neveiuber.     At  the  defiie  of  hi« 
honoured  relation,  he  had  i^ted  thus  muchy  an^  would  again  re* 
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p«at  his  wKhy  diat  the  whole  trahfaffioa<t  mi^'be  laid,  before  the 
public^  that  the^  might  have  fuffident.  information  to  decide  upon 
the  merits  of  his  condoA*  .  ..     v     . 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  faid,  •  that  ^he  had  never  come  down  to  the 
Houfe  with  lefs  expe£htion  of  hearing  a  long  fpeech,  or  with  lefff 
intention  of  makii^g  one"  himielf ;  and  he  never  was  more  fur>^ 
prifed'than  at  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentlemaxi 
had  choTen  to  go  into  the  diicuflion  of  this  fubjedl.  As  be  had 
wi?hed  that  every  document  neoeflSny  to  affi>rd  accurate  informa*-' 
tipn  Oiould'be  produced^  in  order  to.femt  the  bafis  ^of  the  difcuf*. 
fion,  he  deprecated  the  idea  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  reading 
official  papers  not:  regularly  before  the  Houfe,  for  the  authenticity  of 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  credit,  andwhidk 
he  had  brought  forward  in  this  .way,  to  make  that  impreffion  upob 
the  Houfe  which  might  obAruA  thc^  cfFcdl  of  any  future  confideraw 
tion  of  the  {\ihjcQf  rtiorc  regularly  introduced.  The  right  honourafate- 
gcndcman  had  perverted  the  ufuai  mode  of  proceeding.  He  had 
gone  into  the  papers  before  they  were  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe^  made 
his  defence  before  he  was  acciifcd,  and  flated  his  exculpatory  proiof 
before  his  trial.  If  he  did  noti  however,  fay  fomcthing.at  prefent 
on  what  the  right  hon.:gendEe{nan  had  advanced,  the  impreffiqh  he 
n^eant  to  make  on  the  Houfe  would  be  fixed.  The' papers  might 
be  produced ;  but  before  they^  were  printed,  and*  the  difcufiioa 
£iirly  brought  ibrward,  many  ddays;  might  intervene,,  and  tbeijo^it 
honourable  gentleman  might  reftrito  the  prefent  debaters  3'fuUex-r- 
culpationof  hiscondud.  It  had  .been  faid,  that.upcut  thi^  fub^edt 
he  had  fpoken'  in  a  ehurliih  manner,  which,  indeed,  he  did  not  re-. 
colled  to  have  employed,  and  which  certainly  was  hot  ufual  witfar 
him.  Still,  however,  he  mufl  avow,,  that  with  whatever,  gpcxl 
humour  he.tnight  bcdifpofed  fto  treat  his  Majefb^  s  Minidefs,  parti-^ 
cubriy  the  right.hondurabld  gentleman,  that  as  politicarchanic^ecs  he 
wiflied  to  have  hointercborfe  with-them,  but  acrpfs  the  ti^blc  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  honourable  gentleman  had,  indeed,^ 
kihdly  invited  him  to  communications  of  a  more  private,  nature,  ta 
pay  a  viik  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  where  he  believed,  too,  a  bottle  of 
excellent  wine  might  be  prefcnted  ;  yet  he  nxuft  d<rcline  fuch  inter- 
coorfe,  as  it  would  betray  ^'degree  of  political  coquetry,,  the  fufpl- 
cion  of  which  he  did  notiwifh  to:  incur.'  He  had,  it  was  true',  on 
particular  occafions,  that  of  Muir.and  Palmer,  and  another  young 
gentleman^  waited  privAtely  u^  on  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ia  hi4 
official  capacity,  and. he  would  confefs,  that  if  he  y^trc  to  be  upon 
fuch  terms  with  his  Majeily's  Ministers,  the  right  hpn.  gentleman 
would  be  the  perfon  with  whom  he  would  be  defuous  to  commu* 
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Bicate.     In  his  fodner  ^peocb,  he  had  dedafted  dsat  he  llxd  na 
private  communication  on  the  fubjcdt  of  WeA^Indla  affiiira  wkb 
that  gallant  commander,  of  whom  Ae  right  hon  gentlendan  had 
^p6k€n  fo  highly ;  and  if  the  ctrcUitiftande*  of  hb  pcdkical  cm- 
aexbn  might  be  fiippofed  to  have  afibrded  him  opportumdea  of 
oom^erlation  upon  thefe  fufajefb,  he  would  fiqr  again,  that  vfon 
iath  occaiions  he  had  direfuUy  abfiaincd  from  entering  upon  k^ 
tnd  be  believed  that  peribn  woidd  have  known  his  duty  beltet  than 
to  have  dividged  any  part  of  the  expedition  in  which  he  had  been 
officially  engaged.     As  to  die  in(hti£Hon$  of  tint  officer,  he  had 
only  reaiboed  hypothetically,  not  fipom  precife  infonbation.     He 
thought  he  had  fome  right  to  complain  of  die  right  hon.  gende- 
■kan  for  the  manner  in  whidi  he  came  forward  widx  this  infbntia- 
tkm.    The  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  die  whole  courfe  of  bii 
aigument,  afiumed  that  the  papers,  for  whidi  he  intended  to  mov^- 
would  be  granted  ;  and  certainly  he  had  a  right  to  fuppofe  that  any 
Inodon,  comir^  from  that  fide  of  the  Houie^  was  more  likdy  Id  be 
carried,  dian  a  modon  fix>m  another  quarter.     He  would  not  be  at 
all  fuprized,  however,   that  after  his  papers  were  moved  for,  the 
pfoduAion  of  them  fhould  be  oppofed  by  influence  even  more  pow^t 
erful  in  that  H6ufe  than  the  right  hon.  gendeman's,  and  that  an 
honourable  friend  of  his  would  come  forward,  acknowledging  that 
k  was  a  truly  noble  difplay  of  perfonal  ingenuoufiiefs,  but  Aat  tC 
would  be  iooompadble  with  the  interefb  of  the  public  fervice  to 
oommunicale  fo  much  infbrroatkin  to  the  Houfe.  llibugh  the  T%hC 
honourable  gentleman  (faid  Mr.  Sheridan)  may  have  been  a  ndb 
iuggeder,  he  may  have  a  difcxeet  friend  near  him ;  nor  was  it  die 
firft  dme  that  he  had  known  the  opennefs  of  one  Miiufler  correded 
ly  the  difcretion  of  another.     From  the  whole  of  this   fpecdi, 
however,  indead  of  being  fadsfied  vridi  his  ddence,  he  had  only 
been  a  thoufand  times  more  confirmed  in  his  opinion,   that  die 
deepeft  degree  of  criminality  attached  to  His  Majdly's  Mtnifteia 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  condii£led  die  war  in 
the  Weft  Indies.     After  a  fpeech  of  four  hours  and  a  half,  the 
fight  hon.  gendeman  had  removed  no  foundation  on  which  ho 
had  wilhed  to  inftitute  an  inquiry.     The  right  hon*  gentleman 
himielf  confefled,  that  though  he  now,  from  better  infermadoHf 
acquitted  the  various  official  Boards  of  any  blame,  he  had  orig^« 
nally  felt  conflderablc  indignation  at  their  conduct ;  how  dien  codd 
ho  be  iiirprized  that  others  Ihould  feel  as  he  had  done,  or  difcover 
blame  where  he  himfelf  had  thought  that  cenfure  was  merited  ?— « 
The  queftion,  however,  now  was,  Whether  the  rig^  hon.  gen- 
^nun  had  fuoceeded  in  removing  the  diffadsfrdion  which  it  was 
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aalurd  (houU  arifc  oh  acasoum  of  tbe  delay  in  tenlfii^  ¥dnfinctf» 

ments  to  the  Weft  Indies  1     It  was  (aid  that  the  fmall  eftabUik^ 

floent  <^  this  country,  at  the  beglnniiig  of  the  war,  had  limited  the 

exertions  of  Government*     This  was  a  language  he  never  heai4 

without  alarm.     If  our  former  peace  eflablifhmcnt  was  defcribcd 

as  miferablef  reduced,  and  contemptiUei  what  idea  did  it  lead 

us  to  form  of  a  future  peace  eftablifhment  ?     To  this  deplorablt 

ftaie,  in  which  Minifters  had  fbuild  themielves  at  the  bcginoing  of 

a  war  with  France,  particukurl^  in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  aicribel 

the  difafters  which  aroTe  in  its  ootirfe.     Sir  Charles  Gtdy  was  to 

have  had  10,000,  but  fet  out  with  oidy  6000  troqps  ;  and  fronh 

this  force,  only  limited  exertions  wer^  to  b^  ezpe^ed,  and,  as  the 

right  hon«  gentleman  admittedr  in  the  fineft  langinge  of  panegyric^ 

the  greatnefs  of  the  merit  of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  whoTe  ftiecefs  fo  fine 

exceeded  the  moft  fangudne  cxpefiations  thsit  could  be  formed,-^ 

Never  had  be  heard  the  right  hon.  gentleman  celebrate  the  gal^ 

lantry  and  merit  of  a  charader  with  greater  warmth ;  but,  frorti 

die  finenefs  of  tlie  words,  he  fuipe^ted  they  were  bonowed  from  his 

right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Pitt)f     It  was  wonderful^  that 

while  he  was  thus  fo  loudly  celebrated  in  words,  that  this  gallant 

and  meritorious  of&cet  was  the  only  perfon  who  had  aot^  by  the  ad^ 

▼ice  of  Minifters,  received  fome  flgnal  mark  of  royal  favour.     He 

only  got  fine  words,  inftead  of  being  rewarded  with  fubftantial 

marks  of  the  bounty  of  the  Soverdgn-     Still,  however,  he  was 

not  without  his  reward ;  for  he  periled  the  fatis&£li6n  of  con« 

fidous  word),  the  admiration  of  his  brethren  in  arms,  and  the  ap. 

probatioil  of  his  gmtefal  country.     While  he  faw  their  panegyric 

thus  confined  to  barren  words*  he.  could  lay  left  ftrefs  on  their  ap« 

probation.     When  the  troops  jiefHiied  for  the  Weft  Indies  were  diC* 

patched  ijinder  the  Earl  of  Moira,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  difcoveiy 

that  the  ftate  of  the  country  required  this  facrifice,  and  demanded 

the  preference  of  an  important  to  a  Itis  important  fervice.     This 

was  not  the  language  held  at  the  time  this  detachment  was  made.-^ 

Then  it  was  Qontended,  he  wdl  remembered,  that  this  detachment 

would  not  cripple  the  exertions  in  "the  Leeward  Iflands ; ,  but,  per<- 

haps,  from  the  perufal  of  official  papers,  the  right  honourable  gentle*- 

man's  dnemory  was  now  refreihed.     It  was  (kid,  that  only  a  re*- 

giment  or  two  had  been  promiied,  and  that,  beyond  this,  Sir  Cliarles 

Grey  had  no  reafon  to  expeA  rdnforcements ;  but  Minifters  wcfre 

not  to  be  acquitted  upon  this  miferabk  quibble.     The  quantity  of 

rdnfbrcement  was  to  be  meafifted,  not  by  what  Sir  Charles  Grey 

had  ibou^t  neceiTary  in  the  commencement  of  his  career :  when 

jnew  oonqucfti  were  adiievod,  the  f  cry  nature  of  things  didkaiced 
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Ac  ricceflity  of  reinforcements  to  maintain  them.  *  Sir  Charfcs  did 
flot  humbly  folicit  new  reinforcements  :  the  brilliancy  and  the  ex- 
tend vehcfs  of  his  acquiifitions^  demanded  them,  in  a  language  which 
could  not  be  mifunderftood  ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  Minifters  to 
have  provided  for  what  they  could  not  fail  to  obicrvc  would  be  re- 
quired.  The  honouraWegcntlcman  had  faid,. that  he  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
had  criminated  Sir  Charles  Grey,  by  affi^-ming  that  the  detach« 
ment  of  troops  to  Jamaica  and  BaTbadbes  was  impraper^  and  that 
it  was  hasftatding  the  fafcty  of  the  Leeward  I  (lands.     But,  as  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  had  well* explained,  the  condud  of 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  on  ^that  bccafion,  was  influenced  by  the  cxpcdhi- 
tion  thatrcinforcetncnrs fufficicnt  for  the  protedlion  6f  the  Leeward 
Iflands  would  quickly  arrive,  and  that  the  French  force  in  the  Weft 
Indies  would  gain  no  acccffion  by  reinforcement  fmm  Europe. — 
Without  this  wejl-groundcdcortfidcnce,  the  conduft  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  in  making  fuch  a  deta^chmcht,  would  have  been  defcrving  of 
blame.     If  the  attack  in  Guadaloupe  had  been  made  by  troops  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  when  the  Commander  pronounced  the  iflands  in 
a  ftate'of  fafety,  then  the  fault  might  have  been  intputed  to  him  ; 
but  if  the  contrary  was  the  cafe,  the  argument  6f  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  xticrc  quibblcf,  dnd  the  whole  guilt  devolved  upon 
His  Majefty's  Minifters.     But  although  the  failing  of  the  French 
fleet  were  admitted  to  be  an  event  which  could  not  be  prevented, 
yet  the  difafters  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  imputable  to  Minifters  in 
another  point  of  view.     I  n  Auguft,  1794,  the '  news  arri  vcd  of  the 
difafier  which  befel  Guadaloupe^  accompanied  with  an  urgent  reqiii- 
fition  for  6000  men.    How  this  dilafter  was  dccafioned,  be  did  not 
condefcend  to  inguire.     But  if  he  woirfd  permit  an  inquity  to  be  in- 
ftituted,  it  would  bc<  found  that  it  was  owing  to  a  want  of  troops, 
and  to  a  want  of  necefTaries  for  the  troops  which  were  there.     Not 
only  did  not  thexeinforcements  arrive,  but  the  troops  were  deftitute 
of  clorhing,  and  were  overwhelmed  with  the  fatigues  they  had  en- 
countered. 

The  flate  of  England  again  was  urged  as  a  reafon  why  rein- 
forcements were  not  fent,  and  one  fault  was  defended  by  the 
avowal  of  another.  There  were  only  1 7,000  trbops  in  the  king- 
dom, and  of  thefe  3,000  were  deftincd  for  the  marine  fcr- 
vice ;  but,  he  would  afk,  how  came  the  ifiarine  fcrvice  to  have 
been  previoufly  neglefl'edf  This  v^is  merely  (hifting  the  vul- 
nerable part.  Out  of  thcfe^  however,  9,000  were  ordered  for 
the  Weft  Indies.  What  hindered  their  failing  r  It  blew  icon- 
trary  wind,  and  the  French  fleet,  it  wag  faid,  jumped  out' of 
Brcft  as  foon  as  our  Grand  Ffcet  put  into  port  to  refit.  But  why 
^cre  they  not  feat  Out  in  detachments,  as  had  been  advifcd  by  Sir 
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^harics  Gtey  ?  Or  was  it.to  befoAatned  as  ian  excufc  for  Htm 
dday,  that  wc  had  not  a  Fleet  which  could  meet  the  French  Fleet 
at  fea.  As  well  might  it  be  faid,  that  if  the  French  (hould  be  fi| 
niean  to  take  fuch  an  advantage  againd  a  gallant  en)smy,  as  t9 
land  an  army  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  when  our  Fleet  w^s  in  port^ 
that  no  blame  would  be  imputable  to  the  Executive  Government 
As  to  the  accommodation  on  board  the  tranfportSi  he  would  gi.MP 
the  tight  bon.  gentleman  credit  for  his  humanity,  and  his  coneern 
for  the  health  of  the  troops ;  and  if  there  was  any  negle£l  in  this 
departments  he  did  not  believe  that  it  was  perfonally  impumble  19 
him ;  but  he  infixed,  that  the  efie£t  was  as  he  had  reprefentad^ 
and  that  every  day  immenfe  numbers  were  thrown  overboard,  who 
died  of  ficknefs  and  difeafe,  occafioncd  by  n^ledi,  and  the  want 
of  proper  arrangements  for  preferving  the  health  of  the  Ihen  while 
on  board  the  :  tranfports. — And  if  this  was  the  cafe,  furely  blame 
was  imputable  fo  fome  perfon.— -On  whom  this  blame  attached 
would  be  found  on  inquiry.  In  fpring,.  1795,  the  lilands  were 
in  imminent  danger ;  requifitions  were  made  fo:-  reinforcements^ 
and  it  was  refoived  to  make  greater  exertions,  but  the  means 
could  not  be  found.  There  was  only  31,000  regular  troops  i» 
England.  The  French  had  taken  Holland,  and  in  fuch  a  litua- 
tion  it  would  not  have  been  fafc  for -the  Country  to  have  fent'ii 
large  force  "on  foreign  fervice.  Here  he  could  not  but  remaric  a 
.  ftr^nge  contradiction  in  their  argument.  Some  time  agOj  whofi 
the  Militia  and  Fcncible  corps  were  greatly  increafed,  it  was  rc» 
prefcrnted,  this  force  would  be  fufticient  fpr  the  internal  defence  of 
the  Country,  and  thit  it  would  en:\blc  us  ito  apply  our  r^ular 
army  to  foroigu  fcrviLC.  Both  pr^^poii lions,  however,  could  not 
be  true.  Either  pi^rt  ;>;'  thci'c  31,000  troops  might  have  beeo 
fpared  for  the  \W\\  Incliis,  or  the  Militia  and  Fenciblc- Regi- 
ments were  infLtiicicnt  tor  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  raiied» 
Even  in  this  emergency,  an  expedition  was  fent  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  bhunc  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  with 
a  fort  of  mcnopohiing  magnanimity,  was  pleafed  to  challenge  to 
bimfelf.  We  have  got,  laid  he,  the  key  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
pleafe  Gad,  we  fliall  ktcp  it.  This  was  certainly  comfortablf 
.  news  to  *.he  Sta  JtlwlJer  ;  but,  raid  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
the  ScadthobCi  was  not  itrong  enough  to  hold  it,  'but  pleai^  Gocf 
wc  fhail  c?ke  care.of  it  tor  hiai.  This,  in  his  opinionj  anfK^iintpd 
to  a  d-cJaraiion,.  chat  MinKters  jiever  wifb  to  fee  what  was  .called 
the  rt^i.ir  ^ovcrfiment  ot  Holland,  rc-cuablifticd,  and.  that  they 
arc  quire  picalbti-.wirtA  tht  fj^ltem>^f  "Republican  Anarol^y,  >vhicb 
at  preica'.preyails  in  tunc  country.  -A^fciieme  was  at  lad  formed  of 
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imdlng  37,oeo<iiien  out  to  the  W«^  Indies.  But  the  difficuUy 
was,  how  thef  were  to  he  got.  Here  the  right  hon.  gendemafi 
had  adopted  the  moft  diigraaefal  mode  of  defence  that  had  ever  been 
ftttemptod  before  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  fiiid  there 
was  a  mighty  army  upon  paper ;  but  iriien  it  came  to  be  reviewed, 
U  'wu  found  to  be  good  for  nodiing.  When  members  came  for- 
fmid  to  P&iiiament,  with  an  account  of  die  army  expences,  they 
npiefented  it  as  a  mon  fplendid  eftabli(hment  than  even  hodk 
the  Fourteenth  could  ever  boaft.  But  when  a  reqmlition  was 
made  to  furnifb  men  for  adual  fervice,  it  was  found  to  be  oompofed 
ef,tra(h  unfit  to  be  trufled  on  any  expedidon.  Railed,  aa  tfiey  had 
been,  upon  a  fyftem  of  corrupt  jobbingi  they  confided  of  childien 
and  enfeebkd  old  men,  with  a  parcel  of  boys  at  their  head.  The 
remedial  operatfoni  which  was  adopted^  was  to  bring  forwsnd  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  the  retriever  of  die  Britifli  army,  and  the  reHorar 
of  its  difdpline.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  alfo  pofufely, 
and  verj  juftly,  liberal  of  his  encomiums  upon  his  Royal  Hi|^- 
ne& ;  nor  was  h«  very  abftemious  in  his  claims  of  merit  for  him<- 
fiblf.  Before  his  plan  could  be  put  in  execution,  an  inuneofe 
number  of  tremendous  dilEculties  were  to  be  conquered.  The  re- 
ijiments  were  to  be  reduced,  and  marched  iiom  one  end  of  die 
kingdom  to  the  other,  in  order  to  be  drafted,  and  a  rendex'voQs  was 
lo  be  held  at  Southampton,  for  a  general  review  previous  to  their 
embarkation.  The  ordnance/ fervice  could  not  be  provided,  on 
account  of  the  limited  fcale  of  operations  admitted  by  die  foundry 
at  Wbdwich.  Tranfports  could  not  be  provided,  on  account  of 
our  increafed  and  increafii^  trade,  and  double  winds  (a  curious 
phrafe)  were  icquifite  to  convey  the  ordnance  ftorcs  from  Wool- 
wich to  Spithead.  In  fine,  the  expedition  had  always  difficulties 
to  encounter,  and,  unfortunately,  the  difficulties  always  got  die 
better  of  it,  and  incredible  difgraces  had  always  been  die  finnt  of 
incredible  exertions.  What,  he  afted,  would  have  been  faid  in 
die  days  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  if  he  had  adduced  fuch  apo- 
logies for  die  (ailure  of  an  expedition  i  And  he  reminded  die  rig|it 
honounMe  gendeman,  that  incapacity,  as  well  as  negleA,  was  cri- 
minal in  thofe  vriio  obtruded  themfclves  into  hi^  fituadons  for 
which  they  were  not  fit.  Not  a  week  before  the  loth  of  Novem- 
ber, Admiral  Jervis  failed  with  a  wind  which  would  have  carried 
die  whole  expedidon  to  the  Weft  Indies.  But  it  feems  it  coidd  not 
be  got  ready  till  the  27th  of  November,  the  confequenee  of  which 
was,  all  thoTe  accumulated  difafters,  which  ruined  die  fleet,  and 
defeated  the  enterprise.  If  Minifters  were  penoltled  to  proceed 
upon  fuch  frind]^  of  blundering  incapacity,  dvy  at%bt  g^ve  i>p 
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the  conteft  with  France  altogether.  The  expeditions  of  the  French 
are  conducted  in  .a  very  different  manner.  None  of  their  plans 
were  fruftrated  by  the  want  of  ordnance,  of  tranfports,  or  of 
double  winds.  Every  'nneafure  was  executed  with  vigour,  promp- 
titude»  and  dccifion.  Rather  than  have  been  difappointed  in  a  great 
defign,  by  the  tedious  procefs  of  ordnance  preparations,  or  the  de- 
lays of  fieeble  minds,  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  would  have  wheeled 
the  ordnance  from  Woolwich  to  the  mod  diftant  point  of  the  ifland. 
But  the  weaknefs  of  Minifters  was  uniformly  mifchievous  and  c6n- 
temptible.  If  the  papers  he  required  were  granted,  he  pledged 
himfelf  to  move  an  inquiry  into  the  condu6t  of  the  war  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and,  if  fuccefsful  in  that  objcd,  to  follow  it  up  at  leaft  with 
a  refolution  of  the  ftrongeft  cenfux;e. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  general  aigumentj 
but  he  muft  obferve  upon  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  to-night,  as  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey.*- 
He  could  have  wifhed,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
fpeaking  of  that  gallant  officer,  he  had  referred  to  the  various 
grounds  on  which  Sir  Charles  had  formed  his  opinion. 

He  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  himfelf  on  this  fubjed  on  a 
former  night,  had  been  either  miftaken,  or  miftated  in  the  fpeech 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  feemed  to  fay  that  he 
fpoke  from  his  knowledge  of  fome  particular  letter,  whereas  he 
could  afTure  the  Houfc  that  he  had  never  feen  any  letter  whatever ; 
nor  did  he  at  all  fpeak  from  any  communication  he  had  ever  had 
with  Sir  C.  Grey,  that  being  a  matter  which  he  had  always  ftudi* 
oufly  avoided.  He  faid  then,  however,  it  was  unfair  (and  he 
thought  fo  itiU),  to  give  Sir  Charles  Grey's  opinion  on  the  fubjeft 
without  the  papers  and  documents,  that  led  to  that  c^inioh,  and 
which  alone  could  enable  the.  Houfe  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  ftate 
of  die  cafe.  This  he  complained  of  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and 
until  he  (hould  fee  all  the  papers  he  (hould  continue  to  com{dain 
of  this  condu(^  on  the  part  of  Minifters ;  for  notwithftahding  the  - 
compliment  which  the  right  honourable  gendeman  had  paid  Sir 
Charles  Grey^  who  he  admitted  defcrved  all  the  handfome  things 
that  had  been  faid  of  him,  yet  it  was  unfair  to  quote  his  opinion 
without  bringing  forward  the  materials  on  which  he  formed  that 
opinion.  Indeed,  if  the  expreflion  wais  not  an  exceptionable  one, 
he  would  fay  that  Minifta»  ought  not  to  (belter  themfelves,  as  thejr 
attempted  to  do,  under  the  opinion'O^  Sir  Charles  Grey.  It  coald 
never  be  fair  to  take  Aat  advantage,^ idwut  bringing  forward  the 
materials  on  which  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  was  founded. 
For  great  as  he  was  ready  to  allow  the  authority  of  Sir  Charles 
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Grty  tt>  he,  yet  he  mud  (xy,  that  no  nnn*s  own  authority  could 
be  fo  great  as  to  fuperfede  the  necdfity  to  examine  the  groiMnds  of 
his  opinion.  If  it  was  truei  as  it  cerbiinly  was,  upon  general 
reafoning,  how  much  greater  was  the  neceility  in  this  particular 
inftance,  after  what  the  Houfe  had  heard  this  day  i  How  much 
more  neccfTary  was  it  to  inquire  into  the  ground  of  the  opinion  of 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  Weft-India  expedition, 
after  what  had  been,  faid  by  bis  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey).  It 
appeared  by  the  communication  of  his  honourable  friend  to-day, 
that  with  refped  to  the  circumftances  of  the  force  which  went  out 
from  France,  of  which  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  no  knowledge,  nor 
could  have  any  when  he  wrote  the  letter  alluded  to  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  but  of  which  the  Executive  Government  of 
this  country  might  at  lead  have  fome  knowledge,  and  therefore 
the  materials  for  formir>gan  opinion  on  the  ilate  of  the  Weft-India 
iflandsy  were  different  with  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  His  Majefty's 
Minifter's,  at  the  time  this  letter  was  written  by  Sir  Charles  Grey ; 
and  that  conftituted  the  difference  to  be  made  between  the  opnion 
which  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  expreffed,  and  the  opinion  which  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  ought  to  have  formed.  Having  faid  this,  he 
had  faid  all  with  which  he  had  to  trouble  the  Houfe  upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjedt.  He  had  only  to  add,  that  he  conceived  the  more 
they  conftdered  this  bufinefs,  the  more  they  would  fee  the  neceffity 
of  entering  into  an  inquiry  upon  it  \  and  that  the  Houfe  (hould  not 
be  carried  away  by  the  imputed  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey.  Before 
they  (hould  fuffer  themfelves  to  decide  on  the  fubjeA,  they  (bould 
have  before  them  the  ground  upon  which  that  able  and  gallant 
officer  formed  that  q)inion. 

Mr.  Sheridan's   motion, 
That  aa  account   be  laid  before  the  Hoafe  of  the  number  of  roea 

deftined  for  the  expedition  to  the  WeftJndies,  under  Sir  Charles 

Grey,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  j  793, 

was  put  and  canicd.    • 

He  then  moved, 
That  an  accoutre  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  number  of  men  with- 

drawn  from  that  fervicc,  in  order  to  form  an  expedition  to  the  coaft 

of  France,  under  Lord  Molra  5 
which,  after  an  amendment  confining  it  to  certain  dates  and  fped* 
fications,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  motion— 
An  account  of  the  number  6f  men,  who  after  the  conqttefi  of  Mar- 

nnic^uey  St.  Lucie,  and  Guadaloupe,  weredeucbed  to  St.  Domiogo» 
.  ^  by  Sir  Charles  Grey,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  home^ 
was  put  and  carried. 

The  fourth  motion—— 
That  the  different  apj>licationt  made  by  the  fcftral  cbmmaadt rt  io  cbief 
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for  retnfbrcemeats,  fince  the  appointment  of  Sir  R.  Abercrombie,  be 
laid  before  this  Houfe,  or  fuch  other  pares  of  the  fame  as  can  with 
(afety  be  communicated, 
was  withdrawn,  on  the  undertaking  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  to 
give  all  the  information  in  his  power  upon  that  head. 

The  fifth— 
That  teturnt  be  bid  before  the  Houfe  of  the  feveral  rcinforcementt 
which  adually  arrived  in  the  Weft-Indies  during  that  period,  fpeci- 
fying  the  diftribution  of  the  force,  and  the  dates  when  they  arrived, 

being  amended,  by  confining  it  to  dates,  &c.'  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved  for  an  account  of  the  appoiht- 
ment  of  Sur  John  Borlafe  Warren  to  the  expedition  to  Quibcron, 
and  alio  that  of  General  Doyle,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
regiments  ferving  under  him.  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the^courfe  of  his  fpeech  to-night, 
never'made  an  allufion  to  the  expedidon  to  Quiberon  ;  he  was  very 
wife  to  avoid  it.  He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  alfo  omitted  that  expedition 
in  his  fpeech,  which  in  him  was  a  fbolifh  omiflion.  This  expedi- 
tion certainly  to  a  great  degree  impeded  the  Weft- India  expeditioh, 
and  (bme  account  of  it  was  therefore  proper  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  when  the  Weft-India  expedition  was  to  be  difcuflfed. 

The  queftion  being  pur, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objeAed  to  this  motion,  becaufe  the  ap- 
pointment of  Shr  John  Borlafe  Warren  to  this  expedition  had  no 
connexion  with  the  Weft  Indies.  Heobjefled  to  it  alfo»  becaufe 
Che  appointment  of  General  Doyle  had  no  connexion  with  the 
Weft-Indies.  The  Weft-India  expedition  was  laige  enough  to 
demand  a  difcuflion  itfelf,  and  there  was  no  ocoafion  to  mix  any 
diing  elfe  with  the  confideration  of  it.  He  had  on  a  former  occa- 
fion  given  notice  that  he  (hould  oppofe  any  inquiry  into  the  cxpedi« 
don  to  Quiberon.  He  fhould  affign  his  reafons  for  that  oppofition, 
when  the  futjedl  of  that  expedition  came  to  be  difcuifcd.  At  all 
events  it  (hould  be  difcufled  feparately,  and  that  was  fufiicient 
reafon  againft  going  into  it  to-nigjlit. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  there  was  an  intimate  connexion 
between  the  queftion  of  the  expedition  to  Quiberon  and  the  expedi- 
tion to  die  Weft  Indies,  for  that  in  reality  four  of  the  beft  of  the 
regiments  that  ought  to  have  been  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies  were 
fent  to  Quiberon. 

After  fome  obfervadons  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  motion  was  put 

and  negatived. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  dien  moved-* 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  extra£b  of  all  Letters  from  Admi- 
ral Chriftiaii  and  General  Abercrombie,  from  the  date  of  their  ap- 
pointmesity  refpeCliog  the  delay  of  the  (siting  of  the  esipedition. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  dated  that  a  connpliaiKe  with  this 
motion  was  impofTible,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  correfpon- 
dence.  .      ^ 

Mr,  FOX  faid  that  he  hoped  that  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  not  comply  with  the  words  of  this  motion,  he  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  point  outfome  other  mode  by  which  fome  in- 
formation might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  as  to  this  particular. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken,  had  attended  to  the  whole  of  the 
fpeech  of  hb  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas)  he  would  have 
found  he  had  alledged  reafons  againft  this  motion.  He  had  dated 
in  general  reafoning,  the  ground  for  maintaining  that  there  was  no 
culpable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Government.  He 
had  ftated  the  particular  caufes  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place, 
to  prove  that  it  was  unavoidable-— of  the  (hength  of  that  reafoning 
the  Houfe  would  judge.  His  right  honourable  friend  had  faid,  he 
would  bring  evidence  in  fupport  of  what  he  had  faid  upon  that  fub- 
^&.  When  he  came  forward  with  his  documents^  the  Houfe 
would  confider  of  the  whole  matter,  and  determine  upon  its  mrnts, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  learnt  from  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  himfelf  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  there  was  ground  of 
Uame  in  this  part  of  the  cafe  at  one  period,  even  in  his  own  opinion. 
But  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  he  had  beoifince 
convinced  and  iatisfied  upon  that  fubje£t«-*whence  he  would  have 
it,  that  becaufe  he  was  fatisfied  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  iatisfied  alio. 
This  was  arriving  at  a  conclufion  a  little  too  rapidly.  It  was  pre- 
fuming  a  little  on  all  the  confidence  which  that  Houfe  had  from 
time  to  time  been  pleafed  to  place  in  His  Majefly's  Minifters.  Of 
what  ufe  was  the  inquifitorial  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Conunons,  if 
the  fatisfadion  of  the  King's  Minifter  was  to  fuperfede  all  necefllty 
for  the  Houfe  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  any  fubjeA,  whatever 
liifpicious  appearances  it  might  bear  t 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  again  that  the  right  honouraUe  gen- 
tleman did  not  attend  to  the  fpeech  of  his  right  honourable  friend. 
He  had  not  faid  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  convinced.  Hehad 
only  alledged  that  he  was  convinced  himfelf,  and  that  he  wouki 
hfff  before  the  Houfe  the  reafon  why  he  was  fo  convinced,  in  order 
that  the  Houfe  might  judge  of  the  bufinefs  in  the  £ime  manner  he 
iKid  done* 

Mr.  GREY  obferved  that  the  fpeech  of  the  right  JmiouiaUe 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas]  proved  that  he  himfelf  folt  tome  in- 
dignation, sMid  had  exprefled  fome  warmth  at  part  of  the  defa^  whidi 
this  motion  was  aimed  to  explaiui  but  forfoothi  be  hid  (ince  been 
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fiitisfied*  The  ri^t  honcniTable  gentleman  had  made  the  ^i^end$ 
bomrabU  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  the  Tranfport  Board,  bj 
faying  that  although  he  thought  they  had  been  guilty  of  fome  delay, 
upon  better  inquiry,  he  found  they  had  made  the  utmoft  poflTible 
exertion.  Now  this  fort  of  general  reafoning,  when  coupled  with 
the  events  which  had  happened,  proved  one  of  two  things :  either 
that  wc  are  difabled  as  a  nation,  and  cannot  take  proper  meafuret 
to  defend  ourfelvcs  againft  our  enemies,  or  that  wc  have  .inefficient 
councils.  The  latter,  he  hoped,  was  the  cafe.  He  hoped  chere 
was  no  other  reafon  for  our  difafters  than  the  incapacity  of  Minifter^^ 
who  endeavoured  ito  (hift  off  blame  from  time  to  time  as  it  was 
imputed  and  imputable  to  them.  The  right  honourable  gentle« 
man  talked  of  his  being  fatisficd.  The  Houfe  ought  not  tD  inquire 
whether  he  was  fatislied,  but  to  fatisfy  themfel  ves. 

Gc;neral  SMITH  aiked  how  it  was  poflible  for  the  Houfe  to 
form  a  judgement  upon  this  fubjed),  without  the  information  which 
the  motion  before  them  tended  to  bring  forward  P  He  believeil 
there  was  not  one  intelligent  man  in  this  nation  who  did  not  think 
tiiere  was  a  very  (hameful  delay  in  tkis  expedition. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved. 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  return  of  the  number  of  fhipa 
foundered  or  miffing,  and  the  number  of  men  loft  or  milling,  bc^ 
longing  to  the  expedition  under  General  Abercrombie. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDASfaid,  that  the  (hips  miffing  were  four 
in  number,  but  it  was  impoffible  to  know  how  many,  or  whether 
any  of  them  were  foundered,  or  whether  they  were  captured.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wi(hed  to  have  the  names  of  the  (hips 
which  did  not  arrive  at  Barbadoes,  a  lift  of  thefe  might  be  made 
out,  but  other  information  could  not  be  given  to  him. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 
•  Mr.  SHERIDAN  wifhcd  to  know  whether  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  ftate,  that  the  expedition  to  Qiiiberon  compofed 
part  of  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  whether  the  force  ftiould 
be  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  aggregate,  as  Minifters  contend* 
ed,  or  as  he  contended,  (hould  have  been  fent  in  detachments? 
Was  Lord  Moira  to  go  to  the  Weft  Indies  ?  He  flioidd,  in  order 
to  explain  this,  move, 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  return  of  the  Oeneral  and  Staff 

Officers  belonging  to  the  regiments  in  fingland,  fcrving  under  Loni 

Sloira^  in  the  years  1794  and  179$. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  promifed  to  ^ve  the  fubftance  of  ti^s 
information  in  another  form.     The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

J4x.  SHERIDAN  then  moved. 
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That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  ioftru6lions  given  to 
Sir  John  Bailafe  Warren^'relachre  to  the  expedition  to  Quiberon  in 
June  and  July,  i79$. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppoTed  it  on  the  general  ground  which 

be  had  Hated  already,  that  the  expedition  to  Quiberon  had  no  con- 
nexion with  that  to  die  Weft  Indies^  and  that  they  (hould  be  con^ 
fidered  in  feparate  difcuffions.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  maintained  that  they  were conneded,  fer  that 
the  troops  which  were  fent  to  Quiberon  and  Ifle  Dieu,  ought  to 
have  been  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  blame  rcfted  with 
Minifters  that  thefe  troops  were  not  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved. 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houb  an  account  of  the  number  of  men 
who  died  on  board  tranfporti  at  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  SoutharopcoD, 
or  in  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Irelindi  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
in  the  years  1 794  and  1 79 j. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  this  motion.  The  account 
could  not  be  given  accurately  ;  befides,  if  it  could,  it  would  only 
afibrd  a  melancholy  pidure,  the  examination  of  which  could  pro- 
duce no  good. 

General  SMITH  tfaou^t  this  anfwer  a  very  cxtroardinary  one, 
and  fupported  the  motioned. 

Mr.  FOX  inforced  the  propriety  of  Minifters  afligning  better 
fcafons  for  refuting  information  to  the  Houfe  than  they  had  done 
in  the  difcuffion  of  this  bufinefe. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  next  moved  for 
Copies  or  extra£b  of  letters  or  memorials  on  this  fubjed  from  the  officers 

commanding  the  troops  on  board  the  fud  transports,  from  the  Mayor  of 

Plymouth,  or  from  Lord  George  Lenox,  Governor  of   Plymouth 

garrifon. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  thought  this  a  very  important  matter, 
indeed.  It  was  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  public  money.— This  they  all  allowed. 
But  he  wiflied  to  fee  them  inquire  into  the  expenditure  (if  he  could 
be  allowed  the  expreffion]  of  human  life*  He  wiflied  the  Houfe 
of  Comihons  to  make  fome  inquiry  into  the  lofs  of  the  lives  of  our 
fellow-creatures. — If  this  fort  of  information  was  to  be  refufed  to 
that  Houfe,  and  the  public  at  laige  were  to  be  kept  in  the  dark,  he 
muft  confefs  that  would  appear  to  him  a  veiy  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding. The.  Houfe  of  Ommons  were  to  inquire  into  accounts 
of  fums  of  money  as  a  matter  not  of  right  only,  but  of  duty  alfo ; 
but  into  the  lofs  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow-creatures  no  inquiry  was 
to  be  allowed.  So  that  the  principle  amounted  to  this  ;  the  lives 
of  our  fellow-beings  were  of  lefs  value,  in  the  opinion  of  Chat  Houfe, 
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than  our  propert]f  •  He  owned  he  had  other  notions ;  he  diought 
that  the  Lc^ature  of  a  countiy  ought  to.  inquire  a  little  into  the 
expenditure  of  human  life. 

The  roodon  tvas  then  put  and  negatived.  j 

The  remainder  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  motions  were  all  agreed  to« 
except!?^  that  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  the  correfpondence  of  the 
Ordnance  and  Tranfport  Board,  which,  after  a  converfation,  in 
which  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.  Fox, 
General  Smith,  and  Mr.  M.  Robinfon  took  a  part,  was  negatived. 

Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  moved  for  a  long  lift  of  letters, 
of  different  dates,  1794,  and  1795,  from  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Sir 
John  Jarvis,  General  Williamfon,  and  other  naval  and  militarf 
commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Ordered. 

Friday^  2^th  April. 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee  on  the  aA  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  longitude,  (30  Geo.  III.  Chap.  14.)  Sir  PHILIP 
STEVENS  in  the  Chair.  The  ufual  refolution  was  about  to  be 
agreed  to,  when 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved,  that  the  bufinefs  was  carried  on  in 
whifpers,  and  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what  was  going  forward. 

Mr.  ROSE  replied,  that  they  were  only  reading  the  annual  re- 
folution which  gives  5000].  towards  the  difcovery  of  the  longitude. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wiftied  to  know,  if  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
nun  could  give  any  afliirance  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  attainment  of 
the  objeA  would  be  rendered  nearer  by  this  reward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  if  tt^  honourable  gentleman  alked 
the  queftion  gravely,  and  not  with  an  air  of  pleafantry,  he  would 
anfwer,  that  the  improvement  made  in  fcience,  lince  the  Board 
was  eftablifhed,  more  than  counterbalanced  the  money  expended. 
Our  commerce  and  the  art  of  navigation  were  indebted  to  the 
fcientific  difcoveries  which  had  been  made,  whidi  was  a  matter  of 
the  moft  ferious  advantage  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  by  no  rneans  ai 
fubjeA  of  levity  and  pleafantry. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  replied,  that  in  the  difcuflions  in  that  Houfe  he 
never  was  accuftomed  to  deal  with  pleafimtry ;  he  was  ftiious  in 
the  queftion  which  he  put  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  The 
Houfe  granted  annually  5000I.  for  the  difcovery  of  the  longitude, 
and  he  now  gravely  inquired  whether  we  were  nearer  the  objeA,  or 
what  were  the  advantages  derived. 

Captain  BERKELY  faid,  that  though  the  longitude  had  not 
lieen  completely  difcovered,  the  art  of  navigation  had  been  greatly 
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benefited  by  the  rewards  that  were  held  out.  He  inftanced  Har- 
rifon's  tlme^piece,  for  which  a  reward  of  lo^ooo  pounds  had  been 
given. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  obfcrved,  that  if  the  difcovery  of  the  lon^tude 
^as  rendered  nearer  by  the  reward,  there  was,  however,  no  evi* 
dence  of  that  approximation  before  the  Houfe.  He  had  been  in- 
formed by  perfons,  who  had  the  bed  means  of  information  on  the 
fiibjedly  that  Mr.  Harrifon's  time-piece  did  not  anfwer  fo  well  as 
^£ad  been  expefted. 

After  a  (hort  converfation,  the  refoludon  pafTed  the  Committee. 
The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  io  be  received  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  CURWEN  moved  that  the  bill  for  aboliihing  die  exifting 
game  laws  (hould  be  read  a  fecond  time.  Mr.  Curwcn  faid,  that 
when  he  had  firft  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  this  nature  it 
'was  his  intention  only  to  have  it  printed,  and  left  on  the  table  to  be 
confidered  by  the  countxy,  that  it  might  be  direded  in  the  future 
profecution  of  it  by  th6  opinion  it  (hould  produce.  But  from  what 
fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Pitt)  upon  the,  fiift 
reading  of  the  bill,  he  had  f(;lt  himfelf  called  upon  in  honour  to 
lubmit  it  to  an  early  difcuflion.  The  bill  being  drawn  in  the  view 
&at  he  had  mentioned,  was  not  in  that  correft  ftate  which  he  could 
have  wi(hed,  had  he  been  able  to  condder  it  more  maturdj. 
There  might  be  many  things  in  it  Inaccurate,  but  die  general  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  was  founded,  he  held  to  be  perfedly  good:  diis 
was,  to  allow  the  landholder  to  kill  game  on  his  own  grounds,  and 
to  2lk}fw  game  to  be  fent  openly  to  market.  He  had  at  firfl  intended 
to  leave  the  proteflien  of  game  entirely  to  the  operation  of  the  li- 
cence that  was  required.  When  game  was  ftarted  on  a  man's  ovn 
•girounds,  he  propofed  that  no  penalty  fhould  be  annexed  to  his  pur- 
fuing  it  farther.  Adhering  to  the  general  principles  on  which  he 
had  at  firft  given  notice  of  the  bill,  he  would  move  it  to  be  now 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  if  any  argument  was  dated  in  (^poiidcm  to 
it,  he  would  afterwards  take  the  liberty  of  replying. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  that  wlicn  a  bill  was  propofed  to 
abolifh  the  whole  fvAem  of  the  ci^iding  game  laws,  he  expefied  at 
lead  that  it  woulcf  have  contained  fome  grounds  on  which  the  pro- 
priety of  fuch  a  meafure  could  be  difcufled.  When  he  heard  on  a 
former  occafion  the  honourable  gcndeman  fpeak  of  the  oppreffive 
nature  of  the  game  laws,  he  fufpccled  that  the  bill  would  have  in- 
troduced fome  great  innovation,  though  he  now  found  that  the  ef- 
fcnce  of  it  fccmed  to  be  comprehended  in  the  claufe  that  allowed 
landholders  to  kill  game  on  their  own  grounds ;  but  this  was  fid* 
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lowed  by  a  cltofe  which  dcftrojrcd  the  whole  efFcd  of  fuch  a  rcgu- ' 
lation,  namely,  that  which  allowed  the  perfon  who  had  ftarted 
game  on  his  own  grounds  to  purfue  it  where  he  thought  proper. 
This  would  occaiton  the  utmoft  confufion,  as  a  nr^an  might  always 
lay  that  the  game  he  followed  was  (Wted  on  his  ground.  Thus  tak* 
ing  away  the  (irivileges  of  landed  property,  and  reducing  all  dif* 
tin£Hons  which  had  hitherto- attached  to  landed  proprietors.  Every 
daufe  contained  matter  that  was  exceptionable,  and  fome  of  them 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  n^nfenfe.  There  was  a  claufe  re- 
fcrving  the  rights  of  Lords  of  the  Manor,  &c.  But  while  the 
bill  extended  -the  privilege  of  killing  game  to  every  landholder, 
and  allowed  him  to  pprfue  game  where  he  thought  proper  after  he 
had  ftarted  it,  he  did  not  think  that  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  would 
find  any  account  in  having  a  game-keeper  for  the  proteftion  of  his 
game,  or  that  he  would  at  all  be  able  to  prefervc  it.  There  was  a 
claufe  that  allowed  any  perfon  to  ftop  thofe  whom  they  found  car* 
ryii^  a  gun  for  the  deftrudion  of  game  between  fun-fet  and  fun- 
rife,  and  to  take  the  gun  from  him.  This  was  followed  by  a< 
claufe  that  provided,  if  any  refiftance  was  made,  the  perfon  at- 
temptii^  to  appiehend  the  perfon  tranigrcfling,  (hould  be  entitled 
to  repel  force  by  force,  (hould  he  meet  with  reiiftance,  and  even  to 
mfiiim,  kill,  &c.  There  Was  a  claufe  following  tj^s  which  indi- 
cated that  ii  was  framed  rather  to  the  Weft  of  the  Ifle  of  Man. 
It  was  diat  the  perfon  who  thought  himfelf  a^rieved  by  being  thus 
hurt,,' maimed,  or  killed,  ihould  be  allowed  to  feek  redrefs  at  ifac 
Quarter  Seflions,  which  would  no  doubt  create  no  fonall  aftoniih* 
nient,  (hould  a  perfon  of  the  hft  defcriptidn  appear  and  feek  redreb. 
In  (hort,  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  the  bill  was  fuch  as 
could  be  fcnt  to  a  Committee  ?  and  he  would  dierefore  move^ 
that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  this  day  three  months.  ' 

Sir  RICHARD.  SUTTON. thought  that  much  «mtention 
among  individuals,  and  great  deftruAion  to  the  game,  would  arif^* 
from  a  permiiTion  to  every  landholder  to  kill  game  on  his  own 
grounds,  and  to  purfue  it  after  it  was  ftarted.  The  little  proprietor 
would  lay  fnares  round  every  hedge,  and  as  property  was  often  in** 
tcrfedted,  it  would  be  impofttble  for  a  man  to  purfue  game  without 
danger  of  expofing  himfelf  to  a  law-fuit,  to  afoertain  to  whom  th^ 
game  he  followed  belonged;  He  (bited,  that  in  Germany,  therei 
were  three  claflfes  of  game,  fubjed  to  particular  r^ulations.  He 
never  heard  of  arrangements  like  thofe  propofed  exifting  in  any  other 
countjry*  In  the(e  times  of  democratical  dodlrincs  he  did  not  he(i« 
tate  to  utter  the  ariftocratical  opinion  that  the  game  laws  of  thia 
country  were,  founded  on  good  pr|ncip).es,  and  fecured  totbc  landed 

Vol.  XL V.  4C 


\i 


S6»  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMfcoM^ 

proprieters  tflalfujpedority  of  privilege  and  of  enjoTinenf  lihicii  thcjr 
could  beft  exordfe  without  injuring  themfelvesi  or  interferiiigirifli 
any  other  purfuits.  They  likewife  afforded  to  a  country  gendeman 
an  inducenlent  to  Uve  in  the  country,  which  he  eonfidmd  as  no 
mean  object. .  He  wi(hed»  hdwever,  that  game  ihould  be  bmogbt 
openly  to  miirket,  and  expofed  to  fale.  It  was  weU  known  tet 
rich  merchants  and  citizens,  ^i^  had  no  game  of  dieir  own,  were 
evtrem^  defifdus  of  this  luxury,  and  fell  upon  means  of  obtaining 
it  He  was  of  opinion,  that  diofe  who  were  properly  qualified 
nKmld  be  at  liberty  to  fell  what  they  killed,  and  in  Ais  way  the 
npaffeet  would  be  fiipplicd.  With  regard  to  the  poacher,  he  Iboidd 
(hew  him  no  mercfy.  He  would  increafe  the  penalties  to  which  flie 
ofibnee  was  liable,  and  put  a  (top  to  a  violadon  of  the  law  dtat  was 
attttided  With  fuch  pernicious  confequences* 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  the  bill  mi^t  contain  fome  things 
liabk  to  exception  ;  but  to  its  general  tendency  he  was  finrourable. 
He  thought,  that  every  nnm  fiiould  equally  be  entided  to  ei^ 
wbar  was  upon  that  property ;  and,  tixnigh  no  friend  to  eqoafity  in 
general,  here  he  thcnight  it  was  proper.  As  to  the  laws  of  Ger* 
TMttfi  God  ferbid  that  they  ihould  ever  be  introduoed  in  this 
country.  If  all  landholders  had  a  ri^t  to  kill  game,  Ac  market 
wtHild  be  better  fupplied.  With  regard  to  the  laltor  part  of  the- 
bill,  he  approved  it.htartily ;  nor  did  he  think  it  was  liable  to  the 
lydi^ule  thioWit  upon  it.  If  people  came  at  night  to  IdU;  gam^ 
feifie  monk  (hould  be  takefi  to  prevent  them  fiom  difturbing  their 
neighbour^  by  pnrfuing  game  at  impfoper  hours.  There  weit 
mdny  exce|>tionsd>le  parts  in  the  pftfent  bill,  but  he  avowed  hioifctf 
a  frilaid  to  its  general  principle. 

Mr.  FOX  con^ved  the  country  obliged  to  his  honourable 
friend  for  introducing  the  prefent  bill  to  Parliament.  Thete  were 
(mfe  claufes  certainly^  which  required  to  be  amended,  but  to  the 
prthcifyte  of  the  bill  he  profeifed  himfelf  a  cordial  friend.  He 
Wiflied  to  abftain  from  general  aiigumenti,  but  lie  hoped  the  Hoiife 
would  conftder,  diat  what  the  honourable  Baronet  had  advanced 
i^Mvreiped  tcr  the  German  laws,  was  totally  unapplictble  to  the 
queflSdn.  What,  he  afted,  was  there  in  the  BHtifli  code  to  le* 
fahUe  in  the  leaft  the  laws  of  Gennany  ?  He  was  furprixed  to 
kear  any  thing  like  the  inttoduAidrl  of  them  into  this  kingdom. 
T*he  at^unents,  however,  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  as  fiiraa 
the)r  were  right,  mott  afluredly  went  to  the  fundamental  repeal  of 
the  game  laws.  He  fays,  that  in  Germany^  and  he  TtoMnmends 
the  fame  icguhuton  in  this  country,  game  could  be  brbughtand  fold 
tU  the  (ttbiic  4i^asket  by  thole  who  weie  qualified.     He  wit  finnly 
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•  •  • 

perfoaded,  that  to  give  the  landholder  his  juft  right  over  the  game 
on  die  grounds  which  he  occupied,  would  be  the  bcft  means  of  pre- 
ferving  the  game.  He  maintained,  tfiat  the  landholder  had  an  in* 
difpotable  right  to  the  game  on  his  ground,  and  much  more  fo  af-  - 
foredlyy  than  the  man  who  obtains  a  iidittous  right  to  kill  game, 
by  taking  out  his  qualification.  The  honourable  Baronet  obferved, 
that  he  has  no  mercy  on  poachers ;  this  was  harfli  language  ;  theirs 
was  certainly  an  evil  life,  and  led  to  the  commiflion  of  crimes  of 
greater  magnitude,  and  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  .repofe  of 
fociety.  But  when  the  honourable  Baronet  denies  poachers  mercy, 
what  does  he  fay  to  thofe  by  whom  they  are  employed ;  were  they 
not,  in  a'  moral  point  of  view,  equally,  if  not  n^ore  culpable  in  in- 
citing them  to  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  their  country  ?  He 
never  could  look  upon  the  breach  of  the  laws  with  more  horror,  as 
far  as  related  to  the  poor,  than  he  did  with  refpeft  tothe  rich,  who 
in  many  inftances  conceived  that  they  were  free  from  guilt,  as  long 
as  they  efcaped  with  impunity.  When  gentlemen  called  for  ven- 
geance againft  thefe  unfortunate  men,  he  could  not  look,  upon,  diofe 
gentlemen  with  complacence  who  trafficked  for  Boroughs,  and  pur- 
chafed  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  could  not  perfecute 
the  poachers  with  indignant  rage,  without  manifefting  his  deteftadon 
at  the  conduft  of  many  of  their- fuperiors.  To  prevent  the  evil, 
the  remedy,  he  maintained,  was  in  the  principle  of  die  bill,  for  He 
infifted  that  conformably  co  the  do<Srine  of  the  moft  eminent  writers 
on  the  criminal  jorifprudence  of  this  country,  the  game  kws  were 
not  only  inefie6lual,  but  difgracefiil  to  the  nation.  It  was  (hock- 
ing that  a  penal  law  (hould  exift,  which  was  daily  broken  without 
the  poffibility  of  being  enforced — and  what  was  the  confequence  i 
The  confequence  was  obvious,  it  increafed  the  number  of  perfons 
a£Hng  againiV  law,  who  were,  from  their  bad  habits,  the  more 
liable  to  fall  into  other  offences.  Take  away,  therefore,  the  comer 
ftone  of  thefe  crimes,  the  temptation  to  the  private  fale  of  game ; 
for  in  proportion  as  the  laws  are  infringed  with  impunity,  fo  dp 
crimes  invariably  increafe.  This  law,  fo  often  broken,  adds  con- 
fiderably  to  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  criminals.  If  he  were 
tfked,  would  he  repeal  the  game  laws  mthout  any  fubfiitution ;  he 
would  anfwer  certainly,  rather  than  they  fliould  exift,  without  any 
amehdment.  But  the  fubftitute  was  provided  by  the  bill,  by  mak« 
ing  game  private  property.  A  reciprocal  defire  to  oblige  prevailed 
throughout  this  country  between  the  tenant  and  landlord :  and  if 
the  prefent  bill,  properly  amended,  was  paifed,  gentlemen  woul<i 
not  find  th.mfelves  more  reffraincd  than  they  are  at  prefent  in  thetr 
amafemenc  .     He  again  prefTed  the  Houfe  to  confidcr,  if  the  pre- 
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(crvation  of  game  was  its  objed,  to  give  the  landbcdder  an  intereft  in 
its  proCeflionj  and  he  called  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Windham)  if  in  the  great  fporting  country  where  he  occafion* 
ally  reiided,  it  was  ufual  for  fanners  to  warn  gentlemen  off  their 
grounds?  the  reverie,  he  believed,  was  the  faA,  thus  was  the 
game,  he  infifted,  diminilfhed  in  confequence  of  die^  ads  paffed  by 
our  ancedors  for  its  protedlion,  as  the  fanners  were  indifferent  as 
to  the  perfons  by  whom  it  was  dcAroyed.  The  vote  he  would  give 
this  nighty  certainly  would  be  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bUI, 
which  might  be  amended  in  the  Committee,  and  lie  over  to  another 
feflion,  until  it  was  maturely  coniidcred  by  the  members  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  was  not  difpofed  to  detain  the  Houfe 
at  any  length  on  the  prefent  fubjed.  A  confidcrable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  feemed  to  pirevail  both  with  refpe£l  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  the  means  by  which  its  provifions  fhould  be  en- 
forced. The  prefervation  of  game  feemed  generally  to  be  admitted 
on  a  real  and  folid  ground  of  policy  ;  and,  for  his  own  part,  he 
confidered  it  in  a  more  ferious  point  of  view,  and  as'  productive  of 
more  beneficial  effeds  than  it  appeared  to  be  confidered  ^y  fome 
gentlemen,  efpecially  from  its  tendency  to  induce  gentlemen  to  live 
in  the  country,  where  the  hunting  and  killing  of  game  afibrded  an 
innocent  amufement.  It  might  therefore  be  laid  down  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  the  prefervation  of  game  (hould  be  maintained,  not  by 
means  oppreflive  and  arbitrary,  but  by  fome  regulation  coercive  and 
efEcient.  In  viewing  the  degrees  of  right'to  kill  game,  as  enjoyed 
by  different  orders  of  men  in  fociety,  it  was  not  from  partiality,  but 
from  reafon  and  refle<Slion,  that  he  would  indulge  that  privily  in 
a  fuperior  degree  to  the  higher  orders  of  the  (hte.  From  dieir 
fituation  and  habits  in  life,  it  was  an  amufement  bettn*  fuitcd  than 
to  others,  and  their  gratification  claimed,  he  thought,  the  firft  at« 
tention.  The  fecond  clafs,  to  whom  a  participation  of  this  ri^ 
might  properly  be  given,  were  the  occupiers  of  land,  but  in  a  more 
limited  degree,  and  only  on  their  own  grounds  ;  left,  by  too  liberal 
an  indulgence  in  this  amufement^  they  might  be  diverted  from  more 
ferious  and  ufeful  occupations.  Nor  ought  they  to  enjoy  this  pri- 
vilege any  otherwife  than  as  an  amufement,  and  by  no  means  on 
the  notion  of  property ;  for  property  is  a  mere  creature  of  the  law, 
and  though  the  law  gave  the  farmer  a  profit  in  the  ground  under  a 
Icafe,  yet  it  granted  him  the  right  only  of  deriving  from  it  fuch  ad- 
vantages as  the  labours  of  agriculture  might  fairly  produce.  T^us 
was  not  the  law  of  England  only,  but  of  almofl  all  countries.— 
Nor  was  it  on  any  general  principle  of  property  that  tlie  farmer 
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was  to  enjoy  this  rig^t,  but  only  in  a  certain  limited  <l^ce  for  re- 

laxatic»i  and  amufement,  and  as  fpme  encouragement  to  preferve 

the  game,  in  the  ufe  and  enjoyment  of  which  he  fhould  participate^ 

to  a  certain  extent.     There  was  another  clafs  of  men,  he  meant 

thofc  unqualified  for  the  fport,  concerning  whom  there  would,  he 

believedj  be  no  diSerence  of  opinion.     Yet,  among  other  principles 

of  the  bill,  there  was  one  which  went  to  enable  fuch  perfons  to  avail 

themfelves  of  this  privilege ;  but  was  not  this  enabling  them  to 

poach  and  trefpafs  on  the  lands  of  the  .proprietor,  and  giving  them 

an  opportunity  of  purfuing  the  fports  of  the  field,  not  as  an  amufe- 

menty  but  as  a  livelihood  ?     Such  a  law,  in  his  opinion,  would  hold 

out  an  ajSt  of  indemnity  to  poachers,  who,  for  their  own  fake,  and 

for  the  fake  of  fociety,  (hould  not  be  encouraged  to  engage  in  fuch 

diverfions.      If  game  was  to  be  made  faleable,  the  poacher  would 

be  better  able  to  fupply  the  market,  than  any  perfons  whom  the 

law,  or  the  proprietors  of  game,  might  permit  or  employ  to  kill  it« 

The  felling  and  carriage  of  game,  though  prohibited,  are  neverthe- 

lefs  daily  pradlifed ;  but  if  you  make  it  free  to  be  brought  to  mar« 

ket,  the  more  there  is  fold,  the  more  will  there  be  deflroyt^.     The 

poacher  can  procure  it.  cheaper,  and  with  much  more  eafe,  in  con- 

fequence  of  having  made  it  a  fludy  And  a  trade  ;  he  would,  Aere* 

fore,  underfell  the  occupier  of  the  land,  or  any  other  privileged 

perfon.     The  farmer  alfo,  if  let  into  a  (bare  of  the  amufement  of 

killing  game,  and  converting  it  to  his  qwn  ufe,  would,  without  very 

forcible  reffari^lions,  be  tempted  to  confume  his  time,  by  attempting 

to  make  a  lucrative  employment  of  that  which  was  granted  only 

as  a  limited  amufement.     Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  would 

advife  the  bufinefs  to  be  put  off,  for  the  purpoie  of  more  mature 

examination,  or  with  a  view  that  fome  other  fyflcm  might  be  pro- 

pofed,   that  would  more  effedually  accomplifh  the  object  of  the 

prcfent  bill. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  was  perfedHy  of  opinion,  that  every  poflible 
encouragement  fhould  be  given  for  the  prefervation  of  game.— 
But  he  was  alfo-  of  opinion,  that  the  moment  the  law  gave  the 
property  of  land  to  the  tenant,  the  fame  moment  it  gave  him  a 
property  in  the  game  fed  on  that  land.  -  As  well  take  away  all  his 
corn,  and  the  produce  of  his  induftry,  which  is  fairly  his  property, 
as  to  allow  birds  and  other  creatures  to  come  and  devour  it,  with- 
out his  having  the  pcrmifTion  to  deftroy  them.  Neither  could  he 
agree  with  the  right  honourable  gendcman  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  thinking 
that  the  greater  the  quantity  of  game  killed,  the  lefs  would  be  the 
quantity  of  game  on  the  whole.  The  contrary,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  the  cafe  ]  for  if  the  fanner  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  dioot- 
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iiig  and  conCumifg  gatme»  he  would  feci  m  eimiety  to  take  caie  of 
Ihe  eggs,  and  to  |)rofnote  the  propagation  of  game,  whidi,,  in  tfie 
piefent  fyftem,  from  his  indignation  at  'the  treatment  he-iecttves, 
he  is  rather  tempted  toextinguifb.  Mr.  Francis  readilj  ^;reed  that 
game  mi^t  be  made  iawfiiUy  faleable ;  nor  did  he  fee  any  difler^ 
ence  between  the  man  who  kills  it,  and  the  citizen  that  is  fupplied 
with  it,  only  that  the  country  gentleman  was  more  eager  to  kill  it, 
and  die  alderman  more  difpofed  to  eat  it* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  agreed  with  his  honoumble  friend.  He  was 
always  an  eiiemy  to  the  cxiftii^  game  laws,  becaufe  he  was  an 
enemy  to  injuftice  and  oppreflion.  He  thot^it  it  an  odd  idea  of 
the  ri^t  of  property,  to  fey  property  was  the  creature  of  the  law ; 
but  if  it  was  fo,  the  law  ought  to  follow  up  its  own  principle,  and 
prnte£l  it.  Was  it  criminal  for  a  man  to  deftroy  the  animals  which 
deftroyed  his  property  ?  Yet  that  was  the  princi(de  of  the  exiding 
law.  Perfons  have  been  tranfported  for  invading  that  property, 
which  it  was  lawful  for  animals  to  deflroy,  that  they  mi^t  afibrd 
iport  to  a  few  qualified  people ;  and  in  this  manner  has  properff 
<  for  a  long  time  been  the  fport  of  law.  If  every  man  was  permitted 
to*  (hare  in  the  amufement  on*  his  own  eftate,  he  would  be  defirooi 
to  preferve  the  game  upon  it  for  the  fake  of  diat  amufement,  and 
not  beanxkms  to  annihilate  it,  as  he  does  now,  from  a  juft  indig- 
nation. And  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  if  game  were  ialeabte  alfoi 
inftead  of  having*  the  country  paled  round  with  gibbets,  as  it  now 
is,  it  would  contribute  greatly  to  reduce  the  penal  code ;  for,  by  the  , 
A61  of  Geo.  I.  many  perfons  had  fuffered  imprifonment  for  life, 
for  partaking  of  that  pleafure  which  the  law  decreed  exdufively  to 
others ;  but  which  no  principle  of  rt^t,  humanity,  or  juftice  oodd 
defend.  Though  he  few  no  chance  that  the  bill  would  ultimately 
be  fuccefsfol,  yet  he  wiflied  exceedingly  diat  it  might  be  committed, 
and  the  objei^onable  parts  more  particularly  pointed  at.  At  all 
events,  he  hoped  that  the  AA  of  George  I.  mig^t  be  repealed,  for 
nothing  could  more  difgraco  our  laws. 

Mr.  HARRISON  conceived  the  xtgulations  of  the  Ad  of 
George  I.  alone  to  be  a  fofficient  reafon  for  pafling  this  bill,  fiiMt, 
although  the  penalty  was  only  five  pounds,  a  perfon  was  detained  in 
prifon  all  his  life  for  the  expences,  which  commonly  announted  to 
fifty  or  fixty  pounds  more.  Another  reafon  why  he  difepproved 
of  the  prefent  game  laws,  was,  the  fummary  mode  of  proceeding 
which  they  countenanced  ;  for  if  a  body  of  people  came  armed 
upon  a  man's  property,  and  the*  fervants  oppofed  their  invafion, 
and  they  killed  any  of  thofe  fervants,  they  were  juftified  for  having 
done  it ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  any  one  of  the  fervants  Jdllcd 
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one  of  diem,  htmt$  found  gpiltf  of  murdcTr  He  ^jtew^tha 
cafes  had  occurred  in  ^qoflBof  jufike,  and  hetfaerefcre  dioug 
bill  would  be  of  fep^ice,  if  it  were  oominktBd,  and  allowed 
oyer  to  another  year. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  defended  die  exifling  game  laws  fi 

prrfiBTYa^hxi  of  game,  as  afibrding  a  favourite  amufemem,  ; 

flrong  inducement  for  gendemcn  to  live  in  the  country, 

which  greater  benefits  were  derived  to  the  nation  at  laige, 

feeoied  to  be  ^nerally  imagined*     Many  of  the  evik  that  c 

in  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  ^i^  not  a  little  contributed  to 

lemte  the  reveluriiM),  were  in  a  great  degree  occaiioned  by  gent 

not  reliding  on  their  diates,  and,  in  cooiequence  of  their  alo 

Ming  all  influence  over  thoTe  who  cultivated  thetr  laodt.     A 

us,  the  aitouieniem  of  (hooting,  &c.  entices  gcndemear  to  rem 

die  country  mtny  of  the  fommer  and  winter  months,  and  p 

brly  the  latter,  when  their  priefenbe  is  more  acceptable  and  a 

tigeous  to  the  .po&r.     Befides>  the  making  of  game  piopeity, 

not  tend  to  increaib  that  property,  but  to  AtRtay  the  amufenK 

As  thii^  now  Iteiidiy  the  fiirmer  has  a  rig^t  to  order  off  an; 

tlemaa^  who  cfMCf  to  hunt  on  his  fiurm^— a  right,  howev 

which  he-  iftnot  difpolitd  to  avail  himfelf,  when  he  fees  no  d^ 

win  enfue  to  htm;  but  if  the  jfarmer  is  to  (hare  in  the  game 

regard  it  as  his  property,  then,  indeed,  wUl  he  order  him  ol 

ing  othtfnrife  that  his  propetty  and  profit  will  be  injured  ;  ] 

mod  parts  of  the  country,  if  gentltaien  be  confined  to  thei 

eftstes,  tbey  wi}l  thank  you  but  little  for  the  amofemcnt.     Tl 

npurable  geotkman  oppcfite  had  faid,  that  property  once  give 

eonfieqtiencts  of  pbflei&on  ought  to  fdiaw ;  bi^  he  iecnned  to 

that  property  was  giVen  conditionaliy.     There  was  no  injuf 

all  in  the  refiri£lion,  for  one  right  is  built  upon  as  folid  a  foun 

as  the  other*     If  AeJbmier  does  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  pu 

the  gpns  on  hieefttte^  .he  pays  left  for  the  rent  of  that  cAaft 

csiife^piefitly  tbebahttoe  is  equal.     If  he  enjoyed  that  privilq 

vua&  pcf  tnore  for  hit  tenure^  as  the  property  would  be  move 

aUo,     He  hstt  the  land  for  otiM  ofes,  and  for  other  fourcesc 

%  not  iiidiferimtnatdy  fyc  ^L     And  tins  ftands  good  in 

anakpes  to  Ae  game  laws ;  for  inftance,  in  the  difcover 

mine,  whkh  undoubtedly  does  not  become  Ae  property  of  tl 

mtir.     Mr.  JeiddiifiHi  had  no  objedfcxi  to  fome  ntitigationi 

pant  laws*     He  did  tet  pretend  10  deliver  any  decided  o 

vpon  the  btUy  but  threw  h  outw  a  fubjeft  for  omfideration, 

ther  hndbuldfcis  OHgjbt  not  to  enjoy  the  right  of  ^porting  oil 

«wn  land>  but  at  d»iHnc  time  be  debaned  £iem  fetttng  the 

a 
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Asf  followed  ;  diey  might  then  (hare  in  the  atntifement  wkhout 
any  temptation  to  convert  their  right  into  an  abufe. 

Sir  R.  SALISBURY  coincided  in  opinion  tvith  die  laft  gentle- 
man who  fpoke,  and  was  particularly  dcfirous  to  fee  every  man  en-^ 
joy  the  right  of  fporting  on  his  own  grounds. 

Sir  J.  ROUS  was  againft  tlie  bill,  as  unpopular.  He  had  con- 
verfed  with  many  iarmcrs  on  the  fubje6l»  and  they  all  concurred 
in  difapprobation  of  the  regulations  now  propofcd,  as  opening  a 
Iburce  for  continual  contentions  and  difputes^  while  the  whole  prin- 
ciple would  go  to  the  de(b:u£Uon  of  die  game. 

Mr.  COX  was  very  pointedly  hoftile  to  the  bill,  as  attempting 
to  introduce  a  change  in  our  whole  fyftem  of  laws  and  government, 
which  ouraoceftors  had  fo  wifely  eAablilhed  and  faded  with  their 
blood ;  of  that  fyftem,  the  game  laws  were  a  part>  and  if  fome  of 
them  were  objedionable,  they  might  be  amended.  He  could  not 
therefore  fee  upon  what  grounds  certain  gentlemen  endeavoured  to 
fubf^tute  new  doflrines  in  the  place  of  our  conftitution.  [Mr.  Cox 
was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Francis,  but  continued  to  treat  that 
gentleman's  opinion  as  abfurdj.  For  the  law  gives  all  property, 
dnd  ;is  it  does  not  give  the  landholder  any  right  to  kill  game,  it  can« 
not  therefore  be  his  property.  Mr.  Cox  continued  to  deprecate  all 
innovations,  and  to  exhort  the  Houfe,  that  if  diey  loved  the  conAitu- 
tion,  to  be  vigilant  to  pre(brvc  it. 

Mr.  FRANCIS,  in  explanation,  dianked  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman for  the  epithets  of  kindnefs  he  beftowed  on  his  argiiments 
an<l  intentions,  but  contended,  that  what  he  advanced  was  in  fcrftSt 
coniiftency  of  rcafoning ;  for  if  every  creature  that^comcs  to  injure 
the  property  of  the  farmer  cannot  be  deftroyed  by  him,  then  it  may 
be  faid  that  one  has  the  property,  and  die  other  the  produce,  of  the 
lan«* 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  was  happy  to  fee  that  one  gentleman  only  flood 
forward  as  the  advocate  of  the  game  laws.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with,  the  Chancellor  of  .the. Exchequer  as  to  the  propriety  of  pre* 
ferying  the  game,  and  being  rigoroufly  fevere  againft  poachers.— 
But  there  was  a  law  paramount  to  all  thefe,  namely,  that  no  one 
(hould  ht  injured  in  Us  pio|>erty.  But  as  the  laws  mfw  ftand,*  the 
l^rdfliips  endured  by  fivmers  could  fcarcety  be  conceived,  mudi 
lefs  ade.quately  defcribed.  He  confidered  it  as  an  abfurdity  in 
thofe  laws,  that  there  ihouM  be  a  tight  of  afibn  a  gainil  a  man-  for 
killing  game  on  his.  own  land,  though  he  admitted  it  might  not 
wholly  be  expedient  for  every  perfon  to  be  at  liberty  to  exerdfe  that 
right  in  a  country  where  manufactures  and  commexoe  were  fo  much 
encoittagcd  as  in  this,  becaufc  it  would  induce  peof^  (o  throw 
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away  their  time.  The  proper  qualification,  he  conceived  to  be  a 
licence,  and  that  was  the  cuftom  in  RofTisl,  where  licences  were 
granted  by  the  State  for  a  trifling  confideration.  If  the  bill  were 
committed,  the  Houfe  might  alter  and  modify  it  in  the  Committee, 
he  thought,  fo  as  to  render  it  unexceptionable.  As  the  laws  flood, 
there  were  not  more  than  12,000  certificates,  fo  that  not  one 
fourth  of  the  perfons  intercfted  in  the  f6il  poflfefled  the  free'ufe  of 
their  own  property.  With  refpedt  to  poachers,  the  bill  would  ren- 
der the  crime  different,  and  thereby  reduce  the  number  of  oflfences. 
There  were  fomc  things  in  it.  which  from  the  fuggeflions  he  had  re- 
ceived he  would  alter,  if  he  had  time  to  do  fo  ;  but  if  it  were 
thrown  out,  he  (hould  hereafter  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ftatutes  of  the  8th  of  George  I.  the  26th  of  George  II.  and 
the  2d  of  His  prefent  Majefty.  He  did  not  chufe  to  enter  minutely 
into  the  claufes  of  his  bill,  but  exprefled  himfelf  happy  that  he  had 
not  to  defend  it  on  improper  motives.  If  the  bill  was  a  bad  one, 
he  was  fony  it  was  not  better.  He  concluded  by  faying,  he  (hould, 
notwithftanding,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

The  Houfe  divided,  for  the  amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
(econd  time  this  day  three  months,  65 — forrwding  it  now  17,— 
majority  againft  the  bill,  48. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  die 
^  Houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  confider  farther  of  a  fupply.  The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  in 
purfuance  of  what  he  had  flated  on  a  former  occafion,  r^fpe£ting 
navy  and  victualling  bills,  &c.  he  propofed  the  funding  five  mil- 
lions, but  that  there  was  to  be  dedufied  of  that  fum  from  five  to 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  in  confequence  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land holding  that  fum ;  the  fum  therefore  which  he  propofed  by  the 
prefent  vote  for  funding  was  4,321,0001.     He  therefore  moved  a 

refoludon  for  granting  to  His  Majefty 
4»33i,i4il.  158.  6d.  for  funding  navy  bills. 
He  alfo  moved,  that  there  be  granted  to  His  Majefty  :— 
233,485!.  4s.  lod.  for  making  good  the  like  fum  ifllted  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Exchequer. 
139,3  col.  for  relieving  the  diftrcffed  clergy  and  laity  of  France.     ^^ 
1,3331.  to  Mr.  Bridgeman  tor  making  returns  of  the  average  pricct 
offugars. 
384!.  7s.  for  improving  the  approaches  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament* 
51I.  53.  for  attending  the  Committee  to  point  out  the  abufes  in  the 
franking  of  letters. 
5000J.  for  the  profecution  of  Mr.  HaiHngt. 
2,7411.  for  the  purchafe  of  a  new  Parliament  office.  ^ 
20o,oool.  to  thecommiffionen  for  paying  off  the  national  debt* 
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1,3(4,7061.  deficienciet  of  grants  ibr  the  jcmx  i  79$« 
3iOOoU  tOi  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
2,oool*  for  the  BritUh  Mufeum* 

The  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  when  the  Houfe  (hould  rtfolve 
itfclf  into  that  Committee  on  Monday,  he  (hould  propofc  that  they 
(bould  vote  aium  of  money  by  way  of  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
He  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  tlie  Houfe  to  rcfol ve  itfclf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  cqnfider  farther  of  ways  and 
means  for  raiGng  a  fupply.  The  Houfe  befng  in  a  Committee,  {he 
Miniftcr  laid  he  had  to  propofe  a  refolution  for  the  lottery  of  this 
year.  It  wastoconiiftof  6o>ooo  tickets.  The  terms  on  which 
he  had  agreed,  after  a  full  and  eager  competition  on  the  part  of  the 
bidders,  lycre  1 3I.  a  ticket.  The  fum  therefore  to  be  voted  was 
780,000].  which  would  yield  to  the  public  a  profit  of  280,000!. 
He  therefore  moved>  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  fum  of  780,0001.  be  raifed  by  way  of  lottery,  to  confift  of 
60,000  tickets,  at  13I.  each.  And  that  on  the  3d  of  May  next, 
the  fum  of  il.  los.  be  paid  as  a  depofit,  &c.  into  the  Bank  of 
England,  &c. 

Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  die  Report  was  ordcrtd  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday.  Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Ciiancellor  PITT  faid,  that  on  Monday  he  (hould  fub- 
mit  to  the  Houfe  the  terms  on  which  he  propofed  the  funding  of 
the  navy  bills,  &c. 

Monday,   2d  May. 

Sir  PHILIP  STEPHENS  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  appointed  to  confider  the  expedicticy  of  gran:ing  a  fum,  not 
exceeding  5000I.  for  the  encouragement  of  perfons;  making  dif- 
coverics  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  longitude,  who  had  refolvcd  in  the 
afiirmative. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered. 

Mr.  CURWIlN  faid,  that  as  it  fecmed  to  be  the  difpofirion  of 
aimed  every  member  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  oppreflive  parts  of  tiie 
game  laws  (hould  be  done  awny,  he  rofc  to  propofe  the  repeal,  not 
of  the  laws  in  general,  but  of  thofe  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  itioft  obnoxious ;  he  meant  the  26th  of  George  II.  and  the  ad 
of  George  III.  which  fan6lioned  the  grievance  of  profecuting  pcr- 
fons  accufed  of  killing  gamc>  and  recovering  penalties  in  the  Courts 
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of  Rei!i>rd,  inftea^  pf  confining  the  bufihefs  tq  d^  pxt>per  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  ievcral  county  magiftrates.  He  therefore  nooved  ibr 
Ipave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  ads  of  the  26th  of  George  II. 
and  2d  of  George  IIL  relating  to  game. 

Sir  RICHARD  SUTTON  declared  he  was  far  fron^  wifliing  to 
profecute  any  taylor  or  (hoeinaker  who  might  occafionally,  for  bis 
amufement,  take  a  gun  in  his  hand  for  the  purpofe  of  killing  game ; 
:|od  much  lefs  to  be  fevere  upon  a  farmer,  againft  whom  a  rigorous 
ilri6ln€fs  ought  not  to  be  exercifed  ;  but  he  well  knew  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  ads  alluded  to  would  create  much  inconvenience,  an4 
go  to  the  encouragement  of  the  depredating  pradices  of  many  per- 
fan$,  whofe  infolence  was  already  too  overbearing  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFEobfervedy  that  the  prefent  laws  had  ^fted  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  and  no  well-founded  complaints  had  ever 
been  urged  a^inft  them.  At  all  events,  he  thought  the  fubjed 
Q^ght  to  be  poftponed  to  next  feflTion. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid;  there  was  no  greater  enemy  to  the  gam^ 
laws  than  himfelf :  but  he  did  not  wifli  that  the  fubjed  fhould  b^ 
brought  forward  at  prefent. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  objeaedto  the  ipotion.  Afrcr 
a  good  deal  of  converfationonthe  fubjec^,  he  was  of  opiniop,  that 
the  game  laws,  as  they  ftood  now,  were  better  for  this  cou^ry  aC 
laige^  than,  perhaps,  any  thing  that  copld  be  adopted  infteadof  them* 
lie  formed  fomething  like  the  fame  opinion  of  the  fored  l^ws,  al* 
though  he  knew  that  both  had  been  reprobated.  He  particularly 
objetled  to  the  repeal  of  the  adts,  as  the  propofcd  bill  would  con&w 
the  punifhment  .of  offences  to  country  magiifa^tes ;  and,  as  the 
jurifdidtion  of  a  magiftrate  did  not  extend  beyond  his  own  county, 
an  oflTonder  would  only  have  to  remove  his  rciidence  to  another,  X9 
g^et  beyond  the  reach  of  juftiqe. 

Mr#  CURWEN  faid  a  few  words  in  reply  ;  after  which  thf 
motion  was  put,  ^nd  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  taking  into  oonfideration  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  held  pn  Colonel  Cawthome  being 
read. 

General  SMITH  moved,  **  That  a  a^y  of  the  faid  proceedirtjp 
be  now  read,"— which  was  agreed  to,  and  they  were  read  fr^  forma 
by  the  Clerk. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  this  ivas  ,thetime  for  Colonel  Caw- 
thorne  to  Aate  any  thing  h  -  bad  to  fay  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  rofe,  and  addreffed  the  Speaker  in  the 
following  terms  :  «     . 

Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  undef  the  diftrefsful  perturbation  in  wUch 
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I  rifc^  in  this  moft  awful  moment  of  mjr  life*  I  am  too  fenfible  of 
the  candor  and  humanity  of  the  Houfe^  to.  think  it  neceiTaty  for  uA 
formally  to  implore  for  myfelf  that  indulgence  which  it  will  always, 
in  its  juffice,  (hew  to  every  one  of  its  members,  when  called  upon 
to  ji^lify  or  •  excufe  himfelf. — Eroud  and  happy^  Sir,  as  I  have 
hitherto  been,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  feat  within  thefe  walls,  no 
ooniideration  whatfoever  would  have  induced  me  to  oome  Mther 
to-day,  had  I  not  received  the  commands  of  the  Houfe  to  attend 
here  in  my  place.  I  would  not,  Sir,  have'  quitted  the  confine- 
ment I  had  impofed  upon  myfelf,  as  a  pitx>f  of  my  profound  fub- 
miflion  to  the  judgement  of  a  court  martial  compofed  of  honourable 
men ;  although  I  was  at  the  fame  time  conviriced  that  they  had 
been  b  far  fruftrated  in  their  refearch  for  truth,  by  the  intricacy 
and  confufion  in  which  it  was  inveloped,  as  to  prevent  my  being 
able  to  convince  them,  that,  in  the  inftances  in  which  I  niay  have 
deviated  fh>m  the  rigid  line  of  military  order,  I  erred,  either  from 
defe£t  of  judgement;  which  I  do  not  ftand  up  to  juiHfy,  or  .from 
the  fallibility  of  inexperience,  of  which  I  was  not  then  aware.— « 
But  I  moft  folemnly  proteft,  I  never  adbd  with  an  intention  to  in- 
jure any  man,  or  upon  any  fraudulent  or  corrupt  motive  whatfoever ; 
and  I  venture  to  aflert,  that  no  legal  proof  has  been,  or,  I  truft, 
can  be,  brought  before  the  Houfe,  of  my  having  aded  fraudulently 
or  corruptly ;  and  furely,  Sir,  though  there  can  be  ho  doubt  that 
the.court-martial  have  proceeded  with  the  pureft  intention,  and 
with  the  moft  undeniable  deiire  of  making  an  upright  judgement, 
they  may,  in  a  cafe  fo  complicated  and  fo  voluminous  as  that  upon 
your  table,  have  been  deceived  Might  not  irregularity  have  been 
miftaken  for  fraud  ;  and  the  receipt  of  money,  not  at  any  given  time 
wholly  expended,  for  mifapplication,  corruption,  and  embe^ 
zlcment :  In  reality  they  were  fo  ;  for  in  every  inftance  to  which 
the  terms  of  fraud,  mifapplication,  corruption,  and  embezzlement, 
are  annexed  to  the  opinions  of  the  court-martial,  without  poiictvc 
evidence  to  fupport  them,  were  I  even  to  admit  that  the  fads  of 
irregularity  complained  of,  and  of  nK>ney  not  esqpehded  at  certain 
given  times,  have  been  proved,  t  will  venture  to  aflTcrt,  that  the 
inferences  drawn  therefrom  of  fraud,  mifapplication,  corruption 
and  embezzlement,  are  erroneous.  I  truft  therefore  that  the  Houfe 
will  not  look  upon  me  in'the  light  of  having  fo  fuddenly  deviated 
-from  the  chara^er  which,  previous  to  my  being  thus  charged,  I 
truft,  ftood  unimpeached.  May  I  not  be  juftified  in  alledging, 
that  the  profecutor  could  not  affix  to  any  ad  of  mine  the  appella- 
tion of  any  fpecific  offence,  becaufe,  after  having  fearched  throOgh 
the  mutiny  zA,  in  order  to  ftnd  the  name  of  an  offence  which  he 
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could  give  to  any  diing  I  had  done  or  omitted,  he  was  under  a 
neceflity  of  prefiing  into  his  charges,  out  of  the  articles  of  war,  the 
words,  *'  In  a  fcandalous  and  infamous  manner,  unbecoming  the . 
chara^er  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman.''     Sir,  being  again  become 
a  private  member  of  civil  fociety,  I  ^m  too  fenfiblc  of  the  rcfpedta- 
bility  of  thofe  noblemen  and  gendemen  who  fat  as  my  judges^  and 
of  the  importance  of  courts-martial  in  general  to  the  public  fafety, 
to  harbour  a  thought  or  utter  a  word,  that  would  have  the  remotcft 
tendency  towards  (haking  the  general  eftimadon  in  which  I  hope 
and  truft  they  will  ever  be  held  by  all  ranks  of  people,  as  a  highly 
honourable  and  indifpenfably  neteiTary  tribunal ;  but  I  hope  neyer- 
diekfs,  that  the  whole  influence  of  military  law  will  be  entirely 
confined  to  military  offences,  and  limited  to  military  tribunals. 
For,  Sir,   I  cannot  omit  obferving,  that  lately  I  was  called  upon 
before  a  court-martial,  not  only  to  anfwcr  for  my  condu£t  as  a 
Colonel  of  a  regiment,  but  to  be  refponfible  for  afts  done  by  me  as 
a  Deputy-Lieutenant,  and  fo  chatted  andmade  amenable  to  a  mili- 
tary tribunal  for  o<fcnces  of  a  civil  nature,  although  I  had  entered 
a  formal  and  folemn  proteft  againfl  fuch  proceedings.     To-day  I 
am  called  upon   before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  attend  in  my 
place,  to  anfwer  for  a6ls  done  by  me  as  a  Colonel  of  a  regiment, 
and  thus  chained  and  made  amenable  In  this  high  civil  tribunal  for 
ofl^nces  of  a  military  nature.     But,  Sir,  from  a  confcioiifnefs  of 
never  having  afted  from  corrupt  motives,  and  a  confidcoce.  in  the 
unprejudiced  invefttgation  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  it  is  the  anxious 
wi(h  of  my   heart  to  be  tried  by  you,  conformably  to  the  ufual 
courfe  of  your  proceedings  in  all  cafes  of  trial ;  having  no  doubt, 
that  under  the  fcrutiny  of  your  awful  inquiry,  I  ihould  receive  a 
determination  that  would  heal  my  wounded  character,  and  re-efta- 
blifli  my  moral  and  focial  reputation. — I  am  fure.  Sir,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  will  never  confider  itfelf  as  a  fupplimentary  court  for 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  and  regiftering  the  fentence  of  courts-mar- 
tial, for  the  government  of  their  proccedingarupon  one  of  its  own 
members,  nor  deem   it  confident  with  its  ^  dignfty    and  jufficc; 
to  fee    with    their  eyes,    and    to   hear    with  their    ears,     the 
competency   of   evidence  received    by    virtue  of  military  laws. 
Nor  will  this  Houfe,  I  humbly  apprehend,  confider  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  court-martial  as  a  fufficiently  legal  proof  for  them  to  de- 
cide upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  one  of  its  members.     Prcfum- 
ing,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe  only  calls  upon  me  to  eflFace  the  im- 
preilion  of  thofe  epithets  which  tend  to  fix  a  ftigitia  on  my  moral 
charaiSer,  and  to  (hew  that  through  the  various  charges^  the  lan- 
guage of  the  artcles  of  war>  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  does 
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not  neceflarily  tttaoh  on  4iiy  condud  ;  I  beg  Inve  to  c^  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hoafe  to  the  main  criminating  point  of  the  i  ft  and  a4 
charges ;  which  charges^  whatever  moral  guilt  is  a]te4g^d  to  be  in* 
eluded  in  them  under  the  term  fraud.  Sir,  I  prefume,  from  the 
evidence,  that  the  fraud  meant  to  have  been  proved,  was  fuppoTed 
to  have  been  efFe<Sedy  by  concealing  from  different  pcrfons  the  terms 
in  which  a  contradl  made  with  them  was  conceived ;  and  which 
oontradi  was  figned  by  them.     To  that  point  I  confine  my  definiGc 
— «but  if  the  complexion  of  the  cafe  is  either  to  eftabU{h<ir  rcft^te 
^ny  intention  in  me  to  commit  k  fraud  when  I  iirft  drew  for  the 
whole  of  the  marching  guineas.    It  mud  furely  weigh  with  the 
Houic,  to  find  thaf  I  paid  every  guinqa  inflantly  tp  every  roan  at 
diat  time  in  the  regiment ;  that  I  offered  to  return  die  lemainder 
to  the  Receiver  General,  who  refufed  to  accept  it ;  that  long  before 
tlie  exhibition  of  any  articles  agalnft  me,  a  ger^ral  voucher  paiTed 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  whole  ^f -that  fum,  which,  in  fsid,  was 
expended,  and  for  which  the  Captains  gave  vouchers,  and  whici) 
^ey  have  fwqrn  they  would  not  have,  giveni  unkfs convinced  that 
the  whole  fum  had  been  expended — and  that  tliis  is  not  a  cafe  where 
it  is  even  pretended  that  t;hc  foppofed  objedl  of  the  fraud  could 
podibly  have  tempted  any  man  to  con)mit  it.— For  it  is  but  on  the 
irregular  application  (and  which  the  charges  term  mifapplication)  of 
a  few  of  thefe  guineas,  that  the  whole  chaiige  is  grounded,  and  not 
onanv  cmbexzlcment  of  them* — Even  this  circumflance,  I  afliire 
the  Houfe,  arofc  from  a  mifcoqception  of  tlie  aA,  from  which  I 
cunceivcd,  the  recruits,  as  well  as  the  men  of  the  regiment,  who 
wore  embodied  in  the  county,,  were  refpcSiv^iy   intitle^  to  the 
wtu€£AV%  guineas  olfp,  before  tliey  marched  out  of  the  county*  9ind 
^refore  agreed  with  them  jb^fore  they  cnlifted  for  the  paynMnt  of 
it,  aloi^  with  their  t>ounty^    The  moral  turpitude  of  making  focb 
an  agreement  widi  any  num  before  he  wascfiliAed,  who  kt^ew  wh3t 
he  was  doing,  and  confequently  vi^  jfree  to  accept  or  t^ydOi  ^y 
terms  offered  to  him,  I  profefs  I  cannot  difcem*     If  th«  ftxTuit 
evm  did  not  nnderftand  fpecifically  the  meanir^  of  th^  wqrd  mardi- 
ing  guinea,  as  defcribed  by  (he  ?£^  yet  if  he  gener^LUy  undorftood 
(and  indeed  the  receipt  cxpreiTes  it)  that  it  was  fome  thing  befidcs 
and  in  addition  to  his  bounty,  and  that  that  fum  was  all  he  was  to 
have  for  coming  into  the  regiment,  it  was  his  own  %&.  ^  and  is  it 
not  wi^  the  utmoft  caution  that  men  ought  to  be  allowed  to  come 
into  courts  of  juftice  to  refcind  dieir  own  agreements ;  and  that  by 
"criminatirtg  x\^q&^  with  whom  they  were  made,  when  they  ofier  no 
other  proof  of  impofition  than   their  .own  tcftimony,  itfclf  incon- 
fiftent,  and  comradidicd  both  by  ^written  and  verbal  teftimo^y  alfo  5 
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Biit  I  fubinit  to  the  Hoiife,  as  I  did  in  my  defence,  that  no  re- 
ceipts or  agreenrtents  have  been  fraudulently  obtained  from  any  man ; 
and  even  if  they  had  beeii,  it  was  neither  with  my  privity  or  oofi- 
fenr.      Six  men  only  out  of  the  many  recruits  enlifted  at  the  Boafd 
of  Lieutenancy  were  called  to  prove  that  the  agreements  for  thdr 
bounty,  including  their  marching  guineas,  had  been  fraudulently 
obtained  from  them  :  four  of  thefe  fay  they  either  agreed  with  me  ; 
or  tf\y  ferjeant ;  and  two  fay  they  agreed  with  certain  men  called 
militia  infurcrs,  or  their  principals.     The  firft  four  affirm,  that 
they  never  agreed  for  their  marching' guinea  ;  and  that  the  paper 
expreffing  that  circumflance  was  never  either  read  to  them  or  by 
tiiem,  though  the  paper  is  a  plain  printed  (lip.  of  paper  (except  in  one 
inftance,  and  then  it  was  not  produced),  containing  five  lines  in 
large  letters,  the  words  marching  guinea  diftinguilhed  by  large 
roman  capitals.     In  their  examination  in  chief,  they  offi^red  to  give 
a  deaf  and  diftin^  relation  of  all  that  pafTcd  at  the  Board  when 
enlifled  :   they  at  iirft  pofitively  denied  any  explanation  or  reading 
of  the  i^greement ;   but  one,  when  prefled,  admitted  the  ferjeant 
did  read  the  agreement,  but  he  paid  little  attention  to  it ;  and  the 
three  others,  after  oflfkring  to  the  court  a  fuppofed  corre£)  accouiit 
of  many  hf\s  that  happened  at  the  fame  time,  then  nearly  two 
years  before  ;   and  aflfuming  correAly  and  accurately  to  remember 
every  word  and  hd  whidi  could  have  a  tendency  to  criminate  me, 
bot  chu(ing  to  forget  every  thing  which  pafTed  that  ^ould  have  re- 
futed the  charge  of  impofition,  when,  unable  to  reconcile  part  of 
this  teftimony,  faid  they  were  drunk,  intoxicated,  or  in  fome  man- 
ner befotted.     Iffober  when  they  ligned  this  agreement,  how  could 
they  be  ignoram  of  the  contents  of  five  lines  of  a  plain  untnterpo- 
lated  flip  of  paper  ?  and  which  they  fet  their  names,   not  their 
marks,  to. — Could  they  write  without  their  eyes  being  fixed  upon 
the  paper ;  and  if  drunk,  ought  they  to  have  been  admitted  to  come 
fcMTWard  in  a  court  of  juflice,  to  affirp  or  deny  any  part  of  a  con- 
verfation,  which  pafled  during  their  intoxication  two  years  before  i 
Whofe  honour  or  life  is  fafe,  if  a  fraud  or  felony  can  be  eftablifli- 
ed  by  men  who,  relating  loqg  converfations,  fay  they  were  druric 
at  the  time  they  heard  them  f    Had  thefe  men  prdSeffed,  in  the 
outfet  of  their  evidence,  that  they  were  deceived  by  having  been 
made  drunk,  fuch  a  h&.  (had  1  countenanced  it)  would  have  been 
worthy  of  the  mod  ferious  difculQon  4  But  in  their  examination  in 
chief,  they  do  not  pretend  to  have  been  drunk  at  all  \  it  is  in  their 
crofs-examination  that  diey  firft  introduced  the  circumflance  of 
drunkennefs ,  and  that,  not  as  an  imputation  on  me,  but  as  an 
escufe  in  exculpation  of  tlib  then  Obvious  and  gr^fs  inconfiftency  of 
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dieir  evidence.  Here/  Sir,  I  fubmit,  it  might  have  been  juiHy 
cxpedted  by  me,  that  the  tt^hole  evidence  of  men,  who,  on  crofs- 
examination,  had  confeiTed  themfelves  intoxicated,  ought  to  have 
been  ftruck  out  of  the  nunutes  of  the  proceedihgs.  And  here  I 
muft  obferve,  that  although  many  objedions  were  made  by  me  to 
various  evidence  and  different  quedions,  they  no  where  appear  in 
the  printed  report  of  this  trial.  As  to  the  two  other  men,  they 
were  two  fubditutes,  not  ei^ged  by  me  at  all»  but  by  men  called 
militia  infurers,  who  paid  thepfi  their  bounty  \  receipts  for  their 
marching  guinea  were  alfo  taken  from  them :  but  the  evidence 

•  proves  this  ctrcumftance  to  have  originated  in  hurry  and  miftake, 
contrary  to  the  general  praAice,  and  through  the  inadvertency  of 
the  recruiting  ferjeants.     But  fuppofing  thefe  agreements  had  not 
been  read,  my  order,  as  proved  by  one  of  the  profecutor's  witneflcs, 
as  well  as  by  Captain  Mafon,  were  always  to  read  and  explain 
thofe  agreements  to  the  fubftitutes,  and  which  both  he  and  Captain 
Mafon  fwear  were  duly  obferved.     If  the  ferjeant  did  not  do  fo, 
was  he  fo  far  my  agent  for  the  purpofe  of  defrauding  another  with- 
out my  concurrence  ?  and  by  what  law  could  I  be  refponfible^  his 
not  doing  that  which  I  pofit^vely  ordered  him  to  do  ?     If  die  com- 
plexion of  the  cafe,  fubfequcnt  to  my  caufing  thefe  receipts  to  be 
taken,  is  to  bear  on  this  qucftion,  I  entreat  the  Houfe  to  look  to 
the  evidence  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ;  it  will  there  be  found 
that  I  communicated  the  circumfhince  of  the  men  having  (igned  thefe 
leceipts  to  his  Grace,  to  whom  the  mefi  had  complained,  inform- 
ing him,  that  when  I  enlifted  the  men,  I  agreed  to  give  a  certain 
fum  of  money,  including  their  marching  guineas  and  that  that  dr- 
cumdance  was  expreflfed  in  tfie  receipt  for  the  bounty.     His  Grace 
in  feverat  converfations  gave  it  as  his  opinion^  that  .die  men^fho      j 
bad  given  receipts  could  not  make  any  farther  claim  on  that  account, 
always  fuppoling  fuch  receipts  to  have  been  bona  fide  given — that 
this  matter  was  peculiarly  referred  to  his  Grace  ;  and  accordiiig  to 
the  profecutor's  letter,  dated  March  1794,  the  matter  refted  as  a 

.  difputablc  queftion  with  him.  ,  I  beg  farther  to  refer  to  the  produc- 
tion and  full  difcuffion  of  thefe  receipts  among  my  officers  at  Shoit- 
ham ;  and  however  irregular  fome  may  have  deemed  thefe  receipts, 
yet  there,  and  in  all  our  meetings,  neither  the  profecutor  nor  anjr 
other  man  ever  fuggeiled  the  idea  of  a  fraud  ;  and  he  has  ever  re- 
prefented  me  fo  pertinacious  .in  my  opinion  in  my  receipts,  as  con- 

'ftantly,  and  in  all  companies,  to  affert  their  validity,  to  commit 
them  into  all  hands,  to  declare  my  readinefs  to  try  the  queftion, 
and  to  leave  them  to  the  captains  to  do  any  thing  that  might  draw 
an  inquiry  on  them.     Are  thefe  the  a£ls  of  a  man  who  has  com- 
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mitted  or  authorized  a  fraud  ?     I  am  confident,  that  the  Houfe, 
confidering  fuch  h&s  as  the^e,  as  jurymen,  and  fcrutinixing  the 
mind  of  their  fellow  countryman,  would  find  it  impoflible  to  make 
up  their  minds  to  a  verdift  of  internal  fraud  againft  a  man  who  has 
ever  (hewn  himfelf  provoking  every  fort  of  inquiry  and  difcuflion 
on  thcfe  very  receipts.  As  to  the  eighth  article,  which  accufes  me  of 
dedu£ling  a  guinea  from  the  bounties  of  the  foldier,  alledging  it  to 
be  fo  done  for  cloathing,  and  converting  it  to  my  ,own  ufe,  I  an- 
fwcr,  whether  the  guinea  was  dedufted  from  the  "bounty,  or  whether 
it  was  agreed  that  it  (hould  be  expended  in  flop-clothing  for  the  re- 
cruit before  he  was  enlifted,  is  a  matter  of  fa(S  which  the  Iloufe 
will  judge  of,  on  due  reference  to  the  evidence  before  them.     But 
the  proof  that  the  men  did  contra£t  for  flop-cloathing  is,  that  it 
appears  in  evidence  that  they  complained  that  that  contract  had  hot 
been  fully  performed  on  the  part  of  the  regimental  taylor,  and  that 
this  alfo  was  the  fyftem  at  the  Board,  a  fyilem  adopted  on  the  fug- 
geflion  of  the  profecutor  himfelf  to  prevent  defertion.     On«witnefs 
has  fworn  fo  in  pointed  terms ;  and  that  he  informed  all  his  men 
before  they  engaged  with  him,  that  the  depofit  and  payment  of  the 
guinea  at  the  Board  would  be  required  of  them  when  fworn  in,  for 
which  reafon  he  added  a  guinea  to  their  bounty.  ^  Four  out  of  the 
fix  witnefles  on  this  charge,  and  thofe  adduced  by  the  profecutor 
himfelf,  are  men  engaged  by  this  militia  infurer.     But  diat  I  con- 
verted the  guinea  to  my  own  ufe,  I  folemnly  deny  ;  and  it  is  as 
folemnly  proved  on  the  trial,  that  I  never  touched  it,  biit  that  the 
regimental  taylor  had  it,  and  gave  valu/s  for  it.     Each  man  had 
for  his  guinea  a  coat,  waificoat,  and  hat,  and  ultimately  a  pair  of 
breeches  alfo :   they  all  had  their  regimental  cloathing  in  addition, 
and  in  the  fame  year  alfo.     This  plan  of  cloathing  was  to  benefit 
the  fervice,  and  not  for  my  own  emolument ;  and  although  fome 
men  might  have  worn  their  flop-cloathing  a  few  months  extraordi- 
nary, yet  upon  th«  whole,  the,  regiment  was  benefited,   arid  no 
man  was  deprived  of  one  fingle  article  of  cloathing  which  Govern- 
ment allows.     Sir,  the  3d,  4th,  5th,   6th,  and  7th  charges   are 
dividable  into  two  heads.     The  firft,  a  corrupt  receipt  of  monies 
for  ar  corrupt  purpofe,  and  the  convertii^  to  my  own  ufe  of  that 
money.     The  feoond,  an  embezKement  of  monies  taken  for  an 
innocent  or  indifferent  purpofe.     The  firft  point  comprehends  the 
difchaige  of  deferters  and  other  men,  giving  money  to  provide  a 
fubfUtute ;  the  fecond,  the  non-immediate  application  of  monies 
deftined  to  provide  the  regiment  with  recruits.     To  the  firft,  I  en- 
treat the  Houfe  to  ob&rve,  that  having  undertaken  the  recruital  of 
the  regiment  in  party   as  other  colonels  of  a  regiment  have  done,  I 
Vol..  XLV.  4E 
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did  conceive  myfelf  at  liberty,  vt\  fome  occafions,  to  permit, 
under  fomd  circumftances,  men  to  quit  the  regiment,  on  their  pat- 
ting into  my  hands  a  fum  to  procure  a  man  in  ihcir  place ;  and  I 
did  conceive  that  if  I  did  continue,  M^ithout  intermifTion,  that  re- 
cruital,  I  fully,  and  not  corruptly  difchargcd  the  engagement  which 
I  fo  contraded.  On  this  principle  I  did  difcharge  fome  of  the 
men  who  were  deferters  ;  but  no  more  than  three  in  number,  in  the 
courfe  of  three  ycafs.  I  ftill  folcmnly  deny,  as  I  did  on  Ac  trial, 
that  I  knew  of  the  difchai^e  of  two  men,  mentioned  in  the  charge ; 
one  or  two  other  men,  not  being  defertcrs,  I  alfo  difcharged,  whofc 
particular  fituation  rendered  them  anxious  to  quit,  and  who  were 
confidered  by  me  as  not  fit  for  the  fcrvice,  after  having  made  a  fuf- 
ficient  inquiry  on  that  point.  Thefe.  fums  were  openly  propofed  and 
openly  received  for  the  purpofe  of  finding  other  men  ;  but  I  in  no 
cafe  took  fuch  fums  of  money  as  a  bribe,  nor  had  any  conception  that 
I  did  not  difcharge  my  engagement,  by  keeping  my  recruiting  parties 
in  activity  under  a  general  order. 

The  Houfe,  Sir,  cannot  draw  an  inference  from  hence  that  die 
moi^ey  paid  was  a  bribe  to  me  to  pardon  and  difcharge  the  men, 
for  the  evidence'  proves  that  the  money  was  exprefsly  taken  by  me 
in  order,  with  it,  to  find  another  man  ;  that  I  received  it  as  fuch, 
and  on  written  documents  that  1  acknowledged  it  for  that  purpofe 
received — I  have  expre&ly  charged  myfelf  with  that  motley  for  that 
purpofe.  Can  the  Houfe  then  conclude  it  was  originally  ^ven  for 
another  purpofe,  than  the  evidence  proves  it  was  given  for,  or  infer 
an  intention  contrary  to  the  fadl  ?  ,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  aik,  what 
conffitute  the  prominent  features  of  a  man  corrruptly  receiving 
money  for  a  corrupt  purpofe  i  What  but  extortion,  rapacity,  and 
fecrecy.  I  have  not  taken  advantage  of  the  (ituation  of  any  man 
having  deferted,  rK>r  proportioned  my  demand  to  his  expcAation  of 
'  punifhment,  nor  requeued  my  name  iK>t  fo  be  mentioned,  nor 
burned  rior  oUiterated  the  proving  documents  ;  Ymt,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  ever  given  them  away  againft  myfelf.  The  whole  pur- 
port and  tenor  of  my  language,  written  or  verbal,  was  not  what 
ihould  be  given,  that  punifhment  or  duty  might  be  evaded ;  but, 
if  urged  by  repeated  intercdRion,  if  the  cafe  was  to  be  yielded  to, 
what  was  the  fum  that  would  furnilh  another  man^  and  fupply  the 
place  of  him,  whofe  peculiar  cafe  procured  his  difcharge  ?  On 
this  principle  alfo,  of  recruiting,  I  received  a  fund  to  provide  for 
that  recruital,  from  the  hands  of  the  principals,  drawn  by  ballot ; 
and  certainly,  if  I  had  not  thought  I  was  a^ng  confdentioufly,  I  ne- 
ver ihould  have  fo  a6(ed,  with  tliat  publicity  and  opennefs  whidx  ait 
the  prominent  charadiers  of  all  the  ads  of  which  I  am  accuiiBd  It  is 
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true  that  dcferters  have^  in  fome  mdances,  been  pofted  to  p^rfons 
from  whom  I  have  received  money  to  provide  a  man  for,  but  this 
was  from  no  particular  oi-der  of  mine  ;  it  was  the  general  practice  of 
the  Board,  adopted  by  the  clerk  of  it — a  pracftice  which  I  found 
when  I  came  to  the  Board;  and  which,  not  thinking  either  crimi- 
nal or  erroneous,  I  never  contradided,  but  left  the  clerk  of  the 
Boar4  to  a£t  according  to  his  own  difcretion,  and  which  by  no 
means  deftroyed  the  obligation  in  me  to  find  another  man  alfo  ;^ 
that  difcretion  he  has  fwom  he  exercifed.  The  monies,  arifing 
from  all  thefe  circumftances,  conflituted  publicly  a  fund  in  my 
hands,  to  be  applied  in  finding  men  for  the  regiment.  That  fund 
I  fo  employed,  and  it  was  every  day  diminilhing ;  it  was  every  day 
applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  received,  not  fpecifically 
applied,  but  generally  applied.  If  I  originally  received  that  fund 
tor  the  purpofe  of  getting  fubAitutes,  and  was  daily  fo  applying  it,  I 
beg  ferioufly  to  a(k  the  Houfe,  when  that  embezzlement  began  i 
and  by  what  it  is  proved?  If  it  was  given  me  for  a  purpofe  which 
linftantly  fet  about  executing,  and  daily  executed,  how  is  the  crime 
of  retainer  or  embezzlement  proved?  Thefe  men  could  not  be 
procured  in  a  day,  nor  a  mondi.  The  principals  could  not  have 
procured  them  immediately  ;  I  could  not  Immediately.  It  was  a 
fund  which  I  acknowledge  to  have  received  fer  a  given  purpofe, 
which  purpofe  I  never  delayed  executing ;  which,  in  my  hands, 
was  folely  applicable  to  that  purpofe,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by 
me.  I  difpatched  parties ;  I  had  ferjeants  and  corporals  conftantly 
on  the  recruit ;  I  called  them  to  the  Board  ;  I  feverely  reprimanded 
them,  whenever  I  found  they  had  been  negligent.  I  gave  them 
unlimited  orders  to  procure  diem  ;  I  told  them  to  get  them  at  all 
events.  I  entered,  at,  another  time,  into  a  competition  with  the* 
recruiting  for  the  city  of  London  ;  I  gave  two  guineas  more  than 
they  allowed.  I  held  additional  Boards,  and  got  many  of  the  bed 
men,  who  otherwife  would  have  enliAed  with  them.  I  paid  a4 
the  expences  of  enliAing,  myfelf-*— the  bounties,  myfelf.  I  ap- 
plied the  fund  I  had  received  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  re- 
ceived. Negledl  and  delay  (if  even  diey  had  exifted)  in  applying 
this  fund,  might  call  down  upon  me  a  military  cenfure  ;  but  my 
moral  character,  my  charadler  as  a  gentleman,  as  a  man,  will  not, 
I  truft,  under  thefe  circumftances,  ftand  impeached,  when  nothing 
but  the  fufpenfion  of  my  command  prevented  me  firom  expending 
every  (hilling  I  had  rareived,  and  when  that  very  fufpenfion  found 
me,  in  the  fummer  of  1 795,  in  the  very  a£l  of  expending  it.  To 
the  charge  of  rejeding  fit  men,  and  of  engaging  unfit  men,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difference  of  bounties,  I  muft  refer  the  Houfe  to  the 

4  E  2 
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evidence,  to  learn  whether  I  myfdfy  in  any  kiAance,  (b  did ;  or 
whether  even  my  agents  did  fo,  by  my  orders,  for  the  reafons  al- 
hedged  in  the  charge.     I  do  not  fear  that  the  Houfe  will  find  that 
izSi  wiifiilly  done  by  me,  or  any  of  thofc  whom  I'  employed  ;  and 
although  it  may  be  true,  that  the  bounty  given  for  men  was  not  al- 
ways co-extenfive  with  the  fum  received  for  that  purpofe,  yet  the 
faving  refulting  from  thence  it  never  was  my  intention  to  convert 
to  my  own  ufe ;  but,  on  the  contrary,   I  have  proved,  before  the 
Court  Martial,   my  having  expended  on  the  regiment  a  fum  of 
above  40 ol.  which  far  exceeds  any  favings  I  could  have  in  hand 
from  any  lurplus  of  bounty,  and  no  part  of  which  is  allowed  by 
Government.     To  the  charge  of  wilfully  keeping  the  regiment  in- 
complete, tho)agh  it  be  true  that  the  fevei;p  epithets  of  the  Articles  of 
War  are  not  introduced  as  in  the  other  charges,  yet  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  obfcrving  to  the  Houfe,  that  though  this  regiment,  at 
the  time  of  my  fufpenfion  from  my  command,  was  deficient  in 
numbers  88,  yet  when  it  marched  out  of  the  county,  and  when  I 
firft  took  the  command  of  it,  it  was  at  ieaft  1 64  deficient,  as  ap- 
pears  by  the  weekly  Aatements.  The  Middlefex  regiments  are  ever 
difficult  to  kccp  complete,  and  have  been  much  more  fo  during  the 
late  extraordinar}'  exertions  both  for  die  army,  and  the  manning  of 
His  Majcfty's  navy  ;  and  that  during  the  whole  time  I  recruited  the 
regiment,  my  recruitincr  parties  were  daily^ employed,   under  unli- 
mi  ted  orders,  to  get  nncn.     That  they  were  unlimited,  I  ai^)eal  to 
my  own  letter,  dated  in  June,    1795,  Utging  my  recruiting  fcr- 
jeants  to  get  men,  -and  before  any  information  was  given  me  diat  I 
was  to  be  brought  to  51  court-ipartial,  much  lefsof  the  fpeciflc  ar- 
ticles of  which  I  was  to  be  accufed  ;  fo  long,  indeed,  before  I  had 
any  fuch  notice,  that  it  appears,  from  a  letter  from  General  Lafccl- 
les,  on  that  fubje(*^,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that  I  had  not  notice 
until  the  ift  of  September,  1795  ;  and  I  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  add, 
that  I  ought  not  to  have  been  chaiged  with  tlie  average  dfeficiency 
of  the  regiment,  nor  farther  than  for  thofe  men  whom  I  was  bound 
to  provide  for  the  regiment.     Sir,  as  to  the  chaige  of  making  a 
faUe  entry  in  my  orderly  book,  relative  to  a  decifion  of  a  r^mental 
court-martial,  I  can  fay  no  nnore  than  that  I  folemnly  deny  the 
wording  of  that  entry  ;  and  that  itdoes  not  appear  on  the  evidence, 
that  I  ever  gave  any  order  on  the  fubjc<S,  except  by  telling  the 
ferjcant  himfelf,  ^hom  I  reftored  to  his  rank,  to  go  to  my  ferjeant- 
major,  and  to  tell  him  to  put  him  (the  reftored  man)  in  orders  again, 
as  ferjeant,  without,  in  any  manner,  alluding  to  a  court-martial  at 
all.    The  man  did  fo  himfelf ;  he  communicated  my  general  order 
to  the  ferjeant-major,  from  whofc  mifconception  of  the  man*s  fitu- 
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ation,  the  wordii^  of  the  order  muft  have  become  erroneous.  To 
the  fa6l  of  the  erroneous  return,  my  anfivcr  is,  that  it  was  entirely 
unknown  to  me,  and  occafioned  by  the  circumftance  of  the  regi- 
mental derk  being  ignorant  of  the  difcharge  of  fome  men,  whofc 
names  were,  improperly,  by  him  inferred  in  the  roll ;  but  this 
feems  to  me  fo  folely  a  military  offence,  that  I  (hall  be  filent  upon 
it,  referring  the  Houfe  to  the  evidence,  for  their  more  full  fatisfac- 
tion,  adding  only,  {hat  that  erroneous  return  was  corre<^ed  a  very 
few  days  after  it  was  made,  and  the  inilant  that  it  was  difcovered. 
Sir,  to  comprefs  the  fubflance  of  my  defence  into  fuch  a  compafs  as 
could  retain  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  I  do  not  conceive  pofTible, 
confidering  the  voluminous  fize  of  my  trial ;  but  what  I  have  not 
been  able  to  do,  that  I  truft  the  Houfe  will,  on  examining  into  my 
fuller  and  printed  defence,  fee  whether  it  accords  with  the  evidence 
produced  before  the  Court ;  and  whence,  I.  truft,  that  though  my 
condud,  in  point  of  military  regularity,  may  not  be  found  wholly 
unblameable,  yet  my  moral  charader,  in  my  civil  capacity,  will  not 
neceffarily  be  found  to  deferve,  that,  after  the  punirtiment  I  have 
already  fubmittcd  to,  the  eiTccSl  of  thofe  epithets  (hould  remain  at- 
tached to  it.  I  farther  muft  beg  leave  to  intimate  to  the  Houfe, 
that  it  may  poflfibly  appear  to  them,  that.the  Court-Martial  did  ex- 
ceed their  jurifdiflion,  in  putting  me  on  my  trial  on  feveral  articles 
of  accufation,  for  which  I  conceive  I  was  refponfible  folely  In  my 
civil  capacity  ;  and  that,  as  I  protefted  againft  that  excefs  of  jurif- 
didlion,  and  called  on  the  Court,  or  Judge  Advocate,  to  take  the 
opinion  of  His  Majefty's  law  officers,  on  thofe  points— and  which 
I  do  not  learn  was  done — I  fay,  it  may  poflibly  be  the  opinion  of 
tt^  Houfe,  that  fhould  they  even  be  difpofed  to  carry  my  punifli^ 
mei.t  ffill  &rther,  in  fo  doing,  they  muft  neceffarily  give  their  fanc- 
tion  to  that  which  I  humbly  conceive  was  an  unconftitutional  a£i. 
Sir,  I  have  not  yet  learned  that  there  does  exift  any  precedent  of  a 
proceeding  in  this  Houfe  againft  any  of  the  members,  grounded  on 
any  military  fentence  or  proceedings.  Dear  to  me  as  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  this  Houfe  are,  it  is  not  for  me,  in  my  iituation,  to 
ftand,  as  it  were,  in  their  defence,  but  tojeave  to  the  Houfe,  in  its 
wifdom,  to  decide  and  difcuis  how  far  a  precedent,  eflabliffied  in 
my  perfon,  may  afTedl  the  relative  Iituation  of  the  Houfe  and  the 
army  ;  and  what  effed  or  poflible  control  on  the  Houfe  fuch  a  pre- 
cedent may  produce,  by  feeming  to  authorize,  in  times  lefs  conftitu- 
tional,  under  a  lefs  firm  government  than  that  under  which  we  live, 
a  virtual  influence  of  the  military  over  the  members  of  the  Houfe. 
Perfedl)  refigned  to  the  detemvnation  of  the  Houfe,  in  which  I 
hope  I  have  hitherto  preferved  an  unfullied  charafieri  I  here  dofe 
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my.  defence,  fubmitting  it  to  a  comparifon  with  the  evidence  on  your 
table,  and  which,  doubtlefs,  will  receive  a  fall  ccmlidcration. 

Mr.  Cawthorne  then  retired. 

General  SMITH  obferved,  that  the  talk  which  had  fallen  to  his 
lot,  of  inftituting  an  inveftigation  into  the  perfonal  mifcondu£k  of  a 
member  of  that  Houfc,  was  to  him,  and  muft  ht  to  any  man,  a 
painful  and  ungracious  tafk  ;  but  the  performance  of  his  duty,  as 
a  member  of  parliament,  was  to  him  paramount  to  all  6ther  confi- 
derations.  The  matter  he  ♦had  now  taken  up,  he  felt  to  be  a  matcer 
of  great  delicacy,  and  ftill  of  greater  importance ;  nor  would  it  be 
ncceflary  for  him  to  trefpafs  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  as 
every  gentleman  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
and  the  feverc  but  jud  fentence  which  the  fcandalous  condud  of 
the  unfortunate  member  had  incurred.     Neitlier  would  it  be  nccef* 
fary  to  go  over  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Court-Martial  had 
founded  that  fentence.     It  was  a  deciiion  deeply  cOnneded  with 
the  interefts'  of  the  country,  and  as  nearly  connedled  with  the  cha- 
TZ&CT  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  it  was  fuch  as  might  juftly  be  expeAed 
V  from  the  integrity,  and  the  nice  fenfe  of  honour  that  a£tuated  the 
Court  who  pronounced  it.     For  his  part,  he  had  read  the  proceed- 
ings with  great  care  and  attention  \  and  the  more  he  examined 
them^  the  nwre  he  was  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  the  fentence,  and 
the  more  he  was  confirmed  in  every  idea  hi  had  formed  on  the  fub- 
jeft.     The  opinion  he  had  taken  up,  was  not  adopted  from  light 
motives  ;  it  was  impreflfed  on  his  mind  by  a  due  regard  for  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  militia,  and  the  laws  framed  for  its  government.     It 
was  with  regret,  if  not  with  indignation,  he  perceived  that  the 
crimes  imputed  to  the  unfortunate  member,  and  of  which  he  was 
convivEled,  were  not,  as  he  had  attempted  to  (how,  an  error  in  judge- 
ment, or  the  cafual  conduft  of  a  day  ;  it  appeared,  on  the  contrary, 
that  he  had  perfcvered  in  them  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  with  a 
degree  of  pertinacity  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for.    There  were  two 
or  three  points  to  which  the  honourable  general  wiflied  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfc  ;  and  firft,  as  to  a  converfation  faid  to  have 
been  hel  J  by  this  unfortunate  member  with  another  colonel,  it  ap- 
peared from  the  evidenQe,  that  the  defence  he  had  fet  up,  on  the 
fcorc  of  inadvertency,  was  not  founded  in  faft.     Another  fpeech  of 
his  (hould  likewife  be  attended  to :  when  it  M^as  obferved  to  hiirt, 
that  his  conduft  was  difapprovcd  of  by  his  General,  what  was  his 
reply  ? — "  I  don't  care  a  Hamn  for  my  General ;  my  brother  of- 
ficers agree  with 'me  that  I  fiiould  not,   and   I  will  not."     What 
terms  are  ftrong  enough  to  reprobate  fuch  a  fpeech  ;  and  (hould  the 
important  command  of  a  regiment  of  militia  be  entrufted  to  the 
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man  that  could  utter  it  r    .  But  the  fituation  of  this  unfortunate  of- 
ficer was  with  htm  but  a  very  fecondary  conftderation;  it  was  the 
fatal  effects  that  might  enfi|c  from  fuch  an  ex^mple^  that  he  anxi- 
ouily  looked  to.     His  brother  officersi  fo  far  ftom  countenancing 
his  oondud,  on  the  contrary,  frequently  expreffed  their  furprize  at 
his  having  fo  long  withheld  from  his  men  what  was  granted  to  them 
by  Parliament,  and  could  {carcely  be  induced  to  believe  he  could 
be  guilty  of  fuch  offences.     General  Smith  then  adverted  to  the 
time  when  Colonel  Cawthorne  had  thought  proper  to  purfue  this 
ihameful  line  of  conduct ;  it  was  at  a  time  when  there  was  confi- 
derable  apprehenfion  of  riot,  tumult,  and  difcontent  in  the  regi«* 
ments  ;  and  a  behaviour  fo  mean  and  unjud  was  but  ill  calculated, 
by  its  example,  to  enforce  thofe  laws  by  which  order  and  obedience 
ihould  be  maintained.     This  confideration  was  furely  no  fmall  ag- 
gravadon  of  his  guilt.     The  honourable  general  next  referred  to 
the  addrefs  made  to  the  Couit-Maftial  by  Colonel  Cawthorne, 
and  (hewed,  that  from  the  tenor  of  it  he  mufl  have  been  confcious 
.of  his  guilt,  and  of  the  perilous  (ituation  in  which  he  flood*     The 
cflablifhment  and  utility  of  the  militia  were  not  the  leaft  important 
objefis  of  the  prefent  confideration.  From  the  time  of  its  inflitution 
to  the  prefent  day,  it  had  been  fo  much  improved,  that  thofe  who 
oppofed  it  at  firft  were  now  its  warmeft  and  mofl  (ledfafl  advocates. 
And,  indeed,  fuch  a  body  of  men,  capable  of  taking  up  arms  on 
the  firft  alarm,  and  to  whom  the  country  muft  look  for  its  defence 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  could  not  be  preferved  too  pure,  and  (hould 
not  be  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  corrupt  and  profligate  example  t 
on  die  contrary,  the  officers  who  command  them  (hould  be  men  of 
unfullied  charadler,  and  to  whom  they  (hould  look  up  with  admira- 
tion and  refped.     The  militia  was  the  conflitutional  defence  of  the 
countiy,  and  thofe  invefted  with  the  important  truft  of  its  com- 
mand (hould  not  be  men  capable  of  violating  the  regulations  by 
which  alone  it  could  fubfift..    But  all  thefe  regulations  had  beeiV 
fcandaloufly  broken  througl)  by  the  unfortunate  nieml)er,  and  his 
conduA  had  well  deferved  all  the  feverity  of  martial  law.  His  con- 
dud):  had  been  proved  to  be  fraudulent  and  corrupt,  and,  as  fuch, 
muft  a(Fe£l  the  charaAer  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  of  which  \ic  is  a 
inember.     The  honourable  general  had  fearched  into  all  the  prece- 
dents of  this  nature,  but  none  aff^ded  fo  ftrong  and  flagrant  a  cafe 
as  the  prefent.     It  was  not  only  the  d^ee  of  corruption  it  exhi- 
bited, but  the  mifchievous  confequences  that  fuch  an  example  muft 
pnxluce,  that  demanded  the  peculiar  attention  and  cenfure  of  the 
Houfe.     This  was  the.  view  of  the  fubjoA  which  engaged  him  to 
move  die  expidfion  of  the  unfortunate  member.     H&had  been  in- 
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duced  to  bring  forward  this  motion,  not  from  any  pcrfonal  motive, 
or  any'party  confidcration,  which  could  have  no  influence  with  him 
on  fuch  a  fubjedl.  It  was  his  own  individual  opinion,  fh^ftcd 
from  no  quarter,  and  communicated  to  no  one  member  of  the 
Houfe  ;  he  was  even  ignorant  by  whom  his  motion  would  be  fe- 
conded.  T^he  fubjccl,  indeed,  of  itfelf,  Was  fufHcient  to  point  out  to 
every  gentleman  what  line  of  conduft  he  would  purfue.  What 
could  be  more  dangerous  than  to  entruft  to  corrupt  and  improper 
hands  the  natural  and  conftitutional  defence  of  the  country,  which, 
under  fuch  baneful  influence,  would  become  the  moft  likely  inftru- 
mentof  overturning  its  liberties  !  No;  a  truft  fo  facred  (hould  only 
be  repofed  in  the  hands  of  Honour,  Integrity,  and  Independence,  and 
not  be  liable  to  be  fought  after  from  any  fordid  views  of  perfoiul 
intcreft  and  convenience.  Without  this  caution,  ferewcU  tliat  con- 
fiitutional  guard  of  our  liberty  and  quiet !  General  ^Smith  again 
infifted  on  the  fatal  confequences  that  might  enfue,  from  leaving  an 
example  of  fuch  fliameful  corruption  unpunifhed,  and  warned  the 
Houfe  not  to  participate  in  the  guilt  of  one  of  its  members,  by  con- 
niving at  its  enormity.  He  then  concluded  by  moving,  *•  That 
the  faid  John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  Efquire,  having  been  found  guilty 
of  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  and  thirteenth  articles  of  charge,  mentioned  in  the  (aid 
proceedings,  in  the  terms  cxpreflcd  in  the  fentences  given  thereon 
by  the  faid  Court-Martial,  be  expelled  this  Houfe.** 

Mr.  WIGLEY  rofc  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  dlfagrecing  fiom 
the  motion  propofed  by  the  honourable  general,  and  for  propofing 
an  atnendment  to  it.  This  was  a  queftion  u^n  which  there  could 
not,  he  was  ctJnvinced,  cxift  any  thing  like  prejudice  on  the  one 
•fide  or  on  the  other.  He  conceived  that  the  Houfe  (hould  paufe 
before  it  came  to  a  decifion,  and  not  think  any  gentleman  compc* 
tent  to  form  a  judgment  who  had  not  read  the  minutes  of  the  trial. 
He  ponfefled  he  had  perufed  it  with  infinite  care  and  attention,  and 
he  was  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  unfortunate  member  did  not  aft 
fo  much  firom  corrupt  motives,  as  from  an  error  in  judgenrient.  He 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  articles  preferred  againft  Mr.  Caw- 
thorne, and  the  evidence  by  which  they  were  proved.  He  contended, 
that. although  the  condu£l  of  that  unfortunate  gentleman  might  be 
improper  and  unmilitary,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  meant  to  com- 
mit a  fraud,  becaufe  there  were  no  marks  of  fraud  in  his  ccndud. 
It  never  was  the  prance  of  a  perfon  intending  to  commit  a  firaudy 
to  fpcak  of  it  to  every  body,  yet  Mr.  Cawthorne  did,  and  therefore 
it  was  clear,  that  though  he  might  have  aded  improperly,  it  was 
not  iatendonally.    Mankind  were  all  liable  to  errori  and  he  trufbd 
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the  Houfe  would  not  feel  it  ncccffary  to  treat  the  unfortunate  gentle- 
man with  rigour.  The  chaise  of  peculation,  which  had  been 
ftated  with  refpe6t  to  the  marching  guineas,  he  confiderpd  not  made 
out  on  the  trial ;  for,  on  a  perufal  of  the  minutes,  gentlemen 
would  find  that  the  men,  when  the  troops  marched  tp  Hounilow, 
were  paid.  Much  ftrefs  has  been  laid  by  the  honourable  Gci.eral 
on  a  harfli  and  intemperate  expreilion  ufed  by  the  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman ;  but  if  referred  to  folio  107,  he  would  find  that  Colonel 
Cawthorne  wrote  to  his  agent,  to  take  General  Howe's  advice  and 
direftion  in  his  cooler  judgement,  and  by  this  letter  it  wais  manifeft 
that  he  had  no  objed^ion  to  pay  the  marching  guineas.  In  folio 
174  of  the  Report,  it  would  be  found  that  this  fail  was  more 
ftrongly  ftated ;  and  here  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  amount  of  what 
was  pronounced  a  fraud  ftood  thus :— -Out  of  533  guineas,  he  had 
paid  all  away  at  Hounflow,  except  i  o  i  ;  fo  that  if  peculation  was 
his  objed,  he  would  certainly  have  kept  the  whole.  In  Novem- 
^r>  I794>  *c  officers  had  a  meeting ;  they  did  not  then  attribute 
fraud  to  the  unfortunate  member  ;  they  only  came  to  a  refolution, 
tfiat  the  men  were  entitled  to  their  marching  guineas,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  paid.  The  learned  gentleman  next  adverted  to  the 
evidence  of  R.  Jones,  the  high  conflable,  with  refpe£t  to  the  charge 
of  taking  money  for  fubftitutes.  In  this  particular  it  would  be 
found  that  he  did  not  z&  through  a  conupt  intention,  but  through 
motives  of  humanity ;  for  in  three  years  not  more  than  three  men 
wore  difcharged,  and  two  of  the  three  were  unfit  for  fervice.  The 
chaige  of  taking  money  for  fubftitutes  certainly  could  not  bear  out 
the  honourable  general  in  the  charge  of  corruption  againft  Mr. 
Cawthorne,  for  that  money  never  went  into  his  pockets,  though  it 
might  into  thofe  of  his  agent ;  and  here  he  muft  remark,  that  the 
unfortunate  member  expended,  of  his  own  property,  four  hundred 
guineas,  for  the  advantage  of  the  regiment ;  and  it  was  not  very 
likely  that  a  man,  who  was  liberal  in  fuch  large  fums,  (hould  be 
guilty  of  a  fraud  to  obtain  fmall  ones^  It  might  be  faid,  that  the 
Court-martial  having  found  Mr.  Cawthorne  guilty,  rendered  it  un- 
necefifary  for  the  Houfe  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  and 
prcciiuled  farther  inquiry  ;  but  he  for  one  could  not  be  fatisfied,  ex- 
cept from  an  examination  of  the  proceedings,  and  he  hoped  the 
Hou(s  would  not  be  convinced  with  lefs.  The  honourable  General 
had  talked  about  precedents)  but  he  had  not  produced  any  ;  indeed 
he  was  fure'  that  he  could  not  produce  any  precedent  in  which  the 
fentence  of  a  court-martial  had  been  made  the  foundation  of  ati 
expulfion.  He  had  not  examined  the  journals  himfelf ;  but  a  gen- 
tleman, upon  whofe  accuracy  he  could  rely,  had  taken  that  trouble, 
V©L.  XLV.  .  4  F 
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and  there  appeared  no  fuch  precedent  as  far  back  as  the  year  r  6 1  o. 
It  has  been  faid,  that  if  full  cfFc6t  is  not  given  to  the  fcntcnce  ©fa 
court-martial^  that  it  may  be  produflive  of  bad  eonfcqucnces  to  the 
difciplinc  of  the  army  ;  but  if  thefe  fentcnces  were  curried  t€  the 
extent  now  propofed,  they  might  be  productive  of  confcqimces 
much  more  fcrious  ;  for  courts -martial,  in  the  hands  of  a  defpotic 
monarch,  would  then  become  a  very  ferious  engine  of  oppreffion.-— 
With  thcfc  impreflions,  he  (hould  move  to  put  off  the  fanher  con- 
fidcration  of  this  bufincfs  for  three  months  ;  or,  if  the  Houfc  would 
not  confcnt  to  that  propofirion,  he  fhould  then  move  for  fume  farther 
delay,  in  >order  that  the  Houfc  might  have  full  time  to  confidcr  the 
fubjed.  He  therefore  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned  till  this  day  three  months." 

General  MACLEOD  complimented  General  Smith  on  the  purity 
of  his  motives  in  bringing  this  matter  forward.  He  agreed  with 
him  that  it  was  ncccflary  to  refer  the  conduS  of  military  men  to  a 
court-martial,  whenever  there  was  rea(bn  to  fufpcdt  the  propriety  of 
fuch  conduct.  He  was  moft  ^  ilUng  ta  allow  that  this  was  necef- 
iary  for  the  difciplinc  of  the  army,  on  which  fo  many  important  in- 
tcrefts  depended.  He  would  fay  farther,  that  the  nnilitia  was  a  more 
confiitutional  guard  to  the  fafety  of  this  country,  than  a  (landing 
vmy,  although  he  was  a  member  of  the  latter.  He  was  confcious 
that  the  honourable  general  would  not  have  made  his  motion,  but 
upon  due  conlideration.  He  agreed  too  ^ith  tlie  unfortunate  mem- 
ber, whofc  condudlwas  under  difcuITion,  that  a  fentence  of  a  court* 
martial^  '^  that  he  had  behaved  fcandaloufly,"  was  more  fevere  than 
a  fentqncc  of  perpetual  bani(hment,  or  of  death.  He  acquicfced  in 
the  neceflity  of  (Supporting  the  honour  of  the  military  character— in 
the  neccflity  of  fupporting  the  honour  of  the  Houlc  of  Commons— 
in  the  pro|)riety  of  not  permitting  a  perfon  who  had  a£led  fcanda- 
loudy  to  continued  a  member  of  that  Houfe.  He  agreed  that  At 
fentence  of  the  Court-martial,  in  this  ca{e>  was  perfcftly  juft — that 
that  Court  had  done  honour  to  themfelves,  and  juftice  to  diciv  coun- 
try, by  their  conduvSl.  But  he  took  tU*  matter  up,  on  a  footing 
very  different  froni  any  coniideration  which  thefe'  topics  invdvcd  ; 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  bound  by  any  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  court-mardal ;  he  did  not  think  that  they  wen 
bound  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  whole  of  that  voluminous 
book  which  was  upon  their  table.  The  view  he  had  of  the  fubjeft 
was  quite  different.  The  ©bje<S  he  had  in  view  was  to  prevent  any 
member  of  that  Houfe  from  being  fubjedted  to  expulfion  merely  on 
the  authority  of  a  court-martial ;  for  if  it  was  a  rule  in  that  Houfey 
that  any  officer  who  happened  to  be  a  member  of  that  Houfci  and 
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had  cither  ncgleflcd  his  duty,  or  aScd  contrary,  to  what  was  al- 
Icdgcd  to  be  his  duty  in  a  military  capacity,  and  was  broke  or 
caihiered  by  a  court-martial— if  this,  he  faid,  was  to  be  a  reafon 
for  his  cxpulfion,  then  there  would  be  an  extraordinary  increafe  to 
the  influence  of  the  Crown.  Any  Member  of  that  Houfc  might 
be  tried  and  broke  by  a  court-martial  which  was  appointed  by  the. 
Crown,  and  then  fome  perfon  in  that  Houfc,  attached  to  a  corrupt 
Minifter,  who  might  be  fuppofed  hereafter  to  exift,  (not  to  the 
prefent,  for  we  all  knew  him  to  be  immaculate)  might  move  for  the 
cxpulfion  of  fuch  a  Member,  and  then  upon  the  authority  of  this 
cafe,  hfe  muft  be  expelled  if  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
were  to  be  made  the  bafis  of  cxpulfion.  This  cafe,  therefore,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  very  dangerous  precedent.  The  honourable 
General  had  quoted  no  cafe  as  a  precedent  that  a  Member  of  that 
lioufe  had  been  expeliqd  from  that  Houfc  becaufe  he  was  broke  by 
a  court-martial.  He  believed  there  was  not  one  inftance  of  that. 
He  remembered,  otxthe  contrary,  the  cafe  of  a  noble.  Lord  who 
had  been  cenfured  by  a  court-martial,  and  who  afterwards  was  fo 
far  from  being  expelled,  that  he  was  a  Member  of  Adminiftration. 
This  occurred  during  the  American  war.  The  fentence  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  to  the  army,  as  this  was  to  the  militia.  But  was 
that  fentence  followed  up  by  a  vote  of  cxpulfion?  Certainly  not: 
and  yet  that  was  a  charge  of  a  much  higher  nature  than  the  chai]gc 
brought  againd  the  unfortunate  Member  whofe  cafe  was  now  before 
the  Houfc.  He  had  quoted  to  the  Houfc  a  cafe  in  which  the  crime 
was  infinitely  greater  againft  the  country  than  the  prefent,  and  yet 
no  motion  was  made  for  cxpulfion  in  that  cafe.  Viewing,  there- 
fore, .  the  whole  of  the  fubjeft  now  before  the  Houfc,  he  muft  fay 
he  did  not  wi(h  the  motion  to  be  carried  into  execution,  becaufe  it 
tended  to  eftablifti  a  precedent  by  which  fome  future  corrupt  Mi- 
nifter, or  fome  future  ambitious  Monarchy  might  obtain  the  cxpul- 
fion of  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  who  oppofed  the  proceedings  of 
Government.  Viewing  the  fabjeS  in  this  light,  he  muft  vote  for 
any  motion  by  which  this  queftion  of  cxpulfion  was  likely  to  be  de- 
feated. 

The  original  motion  and  amendment  being  read, 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  confcquence  of  the  motion 
which  the  honourable  General  had  thought  proper  to  bring  forward 
that  night,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  make  fome  obfervations.  If, 
in  confidcration  of  the  prefent  queftion,  gentlemen  thought  it  effen- 
tially  rcquifitc  to  enter  into  the  whole  body  of  evidence  laid  before 
the  court-manial,  and  at  that  nnoment  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe, 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  though  he  had  confidered  the  proceedings  of 
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the  court-martial,  that  he  had  not  fcrudnized  them  with  that  de- 
gree  of  minutenefs  on  which  he  could,  if  fuch  a  ^neafure  were  ne- 
ceiTary,  ground  his  vote ;  but  the  queflion  did  not,  in  his  opinion, 
depend  upon  a  careful  and  Ari6l  attention  to  that  minutenefs  ;  for  it 
was  Ht  and  proper  to  give  credit  to  the  proceedings  of  any  court, 
legal  or  ecclefiaftical ;  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  which,  in  its 
judicial  ftate,  was  duly  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  land,  was  alfo 
entitled  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.     The  proceedings  of  the 
court-martial  afforded  prima  facie  evidence,  which  rendered  the  un- 
fortunate perfon,  who  was  the  object  of  thein>  unfit  to  D^ntinue  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  and  by  which  the  Houfe  was  loudly  called 
upon,  in  vindication  of  its  own  honour,  to  decide  on  the  fentence. 
Two  queftions  naturally  offered  thcinfelves  to  hisconfideration:— 
The  firft  was,  whether  the  charges  proved  by  the  decificn  of  the 
court-martial  were  fuch,  as  to  make  the  unfortunate  fubjefl  of  them 
unworthy  of  a  feat  in  Pariiament  ?     The  fecond.   Whether  any 
plea  has  been  made,  or  any  thing  furnifhed  on  the  oppoKte  part,  to 
afford  a  prefumption,  that  the  decifion  was  not  juft,  or  fuch  as^the 
Houfe  was  not  bound  to  regard  ?     He  would  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
that  the  decifion  of  a  Court  of  Law  was  fuch  as  to  exafl,  in  all 
cafes,  without  previous  examination,    an  implicit  deference,  be* 
caufe  there  might  appear  infbmces  where  i^rong  proofs  oould  be 
brought  againfl  the  validity  of  that  decifion  \    and  this  principk 
inight  apply  with  much  more  propriety  to  Military  Tribunals, 
w^hich  were  not  Courts  of  Record,  and  where  tlie  procefs  was  not 
fo  exa3  and  minute.     But  the  quciUon  was,  whether,^  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  fuch  a  counter  flatcment  had  been  made  to  the  fentence 
of  the  court-martial,  as  would  warrant  the  Houfe  in  not  adhering  to 
the  decifion  of  a  Court  cfiablifhed  by  the  law  of  the  land.     He  had 
attentively  liAcned  to  his  learned  and  honourable  friend  who  had 
n)oved  the  amendment,  and  to  the  honourable  General  wha  (poke 
laft,  but  their  aiguments  and  flatements  had  produced  no  convidion 
in  his  mind  that  there  was  any  thing  that  could  countcraA  that  de« 
cifioq.      It  had  been  argued,  that  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  fiir* 
nifhed  no  precedent  which  could  fandion  the  motion.     He  was 
ready  to  admit  they  did  not ;  but  if  the  principle  on  which  the  mo- 
tion was  founded  was  in  Jtfelf  juft,  it  certainly  did  not  (land  in  need 
of  any  precedent.     The  honourable  General  had  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  a  noble  Lord,  now  no  more,  as  a 
precoient  againft  the  motion.     He  would  fay  nothing  harihly  of 
that  noble  Lord,  and  he  would  only  obferve,    that  the  two  cafet 
were  extremely  different.     For  the  crime  of  Which  that  noble  Lord 
was  convldled  by  a  coiirt-martial  was  oot  a  cnme  wfanb  in  itfelf 


May  a.]  DEBATES.  589 

proved  him  unwordij  of  public  truft :  it  amount^  folely  to  difobe-p 
dicnce  of  militaty  orders^  and  fuch  a  difobedicnce  mighty  in  fome 
inftanccs,  be  attended  with  fuccefs.     The  condud  of  that  noble 
Lord  wasy  by  the  decifion  of  a  court-martial,  proved  to  have  pre* 
vented  a  decifive  ifliie  to  a  brilliant  adlion.     But  if  an  officer,   by 
difobedicnce  tp  orders,  (hould  fucceed  in  obtaining  a  victory,  though 
found  guilty  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  he  might,  from  the 
nature  of  the  tranfadlion,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  thanks  of 
that  Houfe.     The  cafes  were  widely  different — in  that  of  the  noble 
Lord,  his  military  capacity  was  alone  affe^ked ;  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
there  was  a  (tigma  affixed  to  the  reputation  of  the^  perfon,  and  that 
of  the  fbuleft  kind — embezzlement,  fraud,  and  condu<5l  unbecom- 
ing the  charadter  of  a  gentleman.     The  Houfe  (hould  therefore 
bear  in  mind  the  principle,  that  they  proceeded  on  the  nrwtion,  not ' 
becaufe  the  court-martial  had  found  him  generally  guilty  of  mif<^ 
condudt  in  a  military  capacity,  but  becaufe  they  had  found  him 
guilty  of  charges  which  rendered  him  unworthy  of  a  feat  in  that 
Houfe.     To  prevent,  therefore,  Ihe  poflibtlity  of  applying  the  pre- 
fent motion,  as  a  precedent  hereafter,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  gene- ' 
rally  proceed  on  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  he  would  propofe^ 
that  the  fpcciiic  motives  on  which  the  court-martial  had  found  the 
unfortunate  perfon  who  was  the  fubje£k  of  difcuflfion,  guilty,  (hould 
be  recorded  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe.     Such  a  proceeding 
would,  in  his  opinion,  completely  guard  againfl  the  pc^btlity  of 
,  any  inference  which  might  be  unfairly  drawn,  that  the  refolutioa 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  founded  merely  on  the  fentence 
of  the  court-martial.  ,  He  concluded  by  obferving»  that  he  trufted 
the  Houfe  would  agree  to  the  motion,   amended  in  that  fpecifie 
manner,  as  it  embraced  an  objedof  great  and  general  oonfequence. 

General  MACLEOD  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  imports 
ing  that  he  did  not  niiean  to  compare  the  charadiker  of  the  noble 
Lord  alluded  to,  to  that  of  the  obje'6l  of  the  prefent  difcuffion ;  but 
only,  in  iUuilration  of  his  principle,  that  the  fentence  of  a  court* 
martial  was  not  a  ground  for  expuUion  from  that  Houfe. 

General  TARLETON  condemned  the  condud  of  Mr.  Caw» 
thome,  as  a  military  man,  biit  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  doubted 
the  propriety  of  the  Houfe  proceeding  to  expel  any  one  of  its  Menw 
bers,  from  the  evidence  df  any  Court  whatever.  He  was  inclined 
to  think  they  could  not  regularly  proceed  to  fuch  a  meafure,  without 
hearing  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the  party,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe* 
He  faid  thii  not  from  any  idea  of  fcreening  the  unfortuqate  perfon, 
nor  of  affixing  any  bbme  to  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial ;  quite 
the  contrary ;  but  he  was  concerned  for  the  tegalmtj  of  the  pia- 
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cccdingsof  the  Hoiifc,  and  afraid  of  the  precedent  which  was  about 
to  be  e(hibli(hed. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  differing  entirely  from  the  fentimcnts 
expreffed  by  his  honottrablc  friend  who  fpoke  laft  (General  Tar- 
leton)  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  giv^  the  reafon  of  his  opinion, 
though,  he  had  not  originally  intended  to  have  fpoken  at  all  on  the 
fubjed.  That  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Houfe,  in  the  fun^ion 
and  duty  which  they  were  to  exercifc  this  night,  did  not  aiTame, 
and  could  not  hold,  any  appellant  jurifdidtion  whatever  from  the 
fentence  of  a  court-martial.  We  have  no  authority  to  rcvifc  the 
proceedings,  or  to  confirm  or  rcvcrfe  the  fentence.  The  folc  pur- 
pofe  for  which,  as  I  conceive,  the  proceedings  were  ordered  tb  be 
laid  on  the  table  was,  that  the  Members  might  have  the  opportunity 
and  the  means  of  judging,  for  the  fatisfa6^ion  of  their  own  con- 
fciences,  and  for  the  dircdion  of  tlicir  own  condudl  on  another 
point,  whether  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  as  it  appeared  on 
the  face  of  the  proceedings,  and  without  admitting  even  into  our 
thoughts  any  extrajudicial  evidence  or  argument,  was  or  was  not 
warranted  ?  The  next  qucftion  for  ourfelvcs  alfo  would  be,  whe- 
ther the  fa6ls,  fuppofing  them  to  be  truly  found  and  juftly  qualified, 
would  permit  the  Houfe  to  continue  the  high  truft  of  a  Member  of 
Parliament  in  the  perfon  who  was  Ithe  obje<3  of  fuch  a  verdict  ? 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Wiglcy)  feemed  to  preclude  any  perfon  from  fpeaking  who  had 
not  read  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial.  He  (hould  therefore 
claim  his  privilege,  as  he  had  carefully  read  every  word  of  thofe 
proceedings,  and  certainly  with  no  malevolent  difpofition.  He 
could  have  wi(hed  to  have  difeovered  fomc  alleviating  circumfbnccs 
an  Colonel  Cawthome's  cafe,  which  might  have  had  fome  influence, 
and,  perhaps,  been  of  fervice  to  him  in  this  day's  debate.  At  the 
fame  time,  hemuft,  in  candour  and  juAice,  declare,  that  the  court- 
martial,  in  their  whole  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  that  honourable 
gentleman  (as  far  as  he  could  judge)  had  a6ted  with  the  greatefi 
impartiality  and  jufticc.  They  had  inveftigated  the  whole  of  the 
•charges  with  temper,  moderation,  and  patience  ^  and  in  dieir  fen- 
tence, had  made  exceptions  in  Colonel  Cawthome's  favour  as  far 
as  the  cafe  would  admit. 

Mr.  Courtcnay  added,  that  periiaps  he  was  rather  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  a  court-martial  ;  he  had  flafl'ed  his  youth  in  the  fervice, 
and  had  always  obfervcd,  that  a  hi;?h  fpirit  of  honour,  jufticc,  and 
gcncrofity  had  uniformly  actuated  their  condudt.  He  was  forry  tbcn 
had  been  a  neceflity  for  fo  many  trials  of  late,  e^cially  in  the  militia^ 
which  he  always  looked  up  to  as  the  great  conftitutional  defence  of 
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this  country. -^A  colonel  of  militia  flioulfl  confider  hlmfelf  as  the 
guardian  and  protc6lor  of  every  man  under  his  command  ;  it  was 
an  honourable  and  diilingui(hed  Nation.     He  fhould  pride  himfelf 
in  afcertatning  clearly,  and  explaining  accurately  to  every  private  in 
his  regiment,  what  were  his  juft  emoluments  in  pay,  cloathing,  and 
every  fpecies  of  bounty  allow^  him,  cither  by  the  Legiflatur6,  or 
His  Majefty's  regulations.     An  Englifh  foldicr  was  jealous  of  his 
rights,  and  the  moment  he  fufpeifled  that  he  was  deceived  or  im- 
pofed  on,  he  became  fullcn  and  diftfontemed ; — oontra^ed  a  diflike 
to  the  fervicc, — difrcgarded  difciplini  and  fubordinailon,  and  be- 
came mutinous  in  proportion  to  his  fenfe  and  fpirit ;  treat  him  with 
jufticc  and  gcnerofity,  he  will  efteem  and  love  his  officer,  and  in 
the  hour  of  danger  he  will  never  defert  him.     This  is  his  charac- 
ter ;  and  it's  a  noble  one !     But  how  much  more  is  it  incumbent 
on  gentlemen,  who,  felefled  to  ferve  in  the  militia,  arc  men  of  great 
fortune,  rank,  and  influence  in  the  community !    They  have  every 
proud  incentive  to  ferve  their  country ;  to  conciliate  the  privates 
of  their  rcfpedlive  corps  to  their  duty  ;  a  man  who  was  perfonally 
attaclied  to  themf   would  look  up  to  them  as  liis  friends  and  pro- 
tt^rs :  and  an  officer  of  the  militia  becomes   irretrieveably  de- 
graded in   their  eyes,  the  indant  they   fufpcdl  him  of  converting 
their,  pittance  to  his  own  emolument.     It  were  devoutly  to  be  with-* 
cd,  that  the  colonel's  pay,  both  in  the  land  and  the  militia,  wns 
his  whole  emolument ;  as  the  commercial  fpirit  of  the  cloathing 
contraSor,  fometimes  fullied  the  dignity  of  the  military  officer. 
Th^rc  fhould  be  no  ground,  no  room  for  fufpicion  in  the  foldier's 
mind ;  it  would  then  be  impoffible  to  deceive  or  miflead  him.     Till 
thai  is  done,  furcly  it  would  not  be  imprudent  to  explain,  to  every 
man  in  a  regiment  of  militia,  what  is  his  fubiiftencc,  and  what  in- 
cidental emoluments  he  is  entitled  to.     This   is  no  complidtecl 
bufinefs  ;— every  company  (hould  have  a  printed   copy,  that  there 
Height  be  no  poffibility  of  miilake  or  mitVeprcfcntation.     Tha  ad- 
vantage of  fuch  a  regulation  is  obvious. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  meant  to  f«^y  nothing  invidious,  nothing 
perfonal ;  the  honourable  gentleman  againft  whom  the  motion  had 
been  made,  he  was  perfuaded,  knew  that  he  had  earnedly  wifhed, 
that  this  court-martial  had  not  takon  place  ; — and  he  was  happy 
to  find,  that  the  two  Gcncrals>  (Sir  W.  Howe  and  General  Laf- 
cellcs)  always  di(\inguifhed  for  their  hun^ne  and  generous  condu£l, 
had  condefcended  to  exert  thentfclvcs,  to  have  the  foldicrs'  claims 
adjufted  and  fettled^  without  bringing  thefe  difgracefiil  proceedings 
before  the  public. 

Mr.  Courtenay  concluded  by  faying,  he  was  forry  for  teh  oc^- 
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fion,  snd  lamented  the  neccflitT,  but  he  imift  give  his  vote  for  the 
honourable  General's  motion. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  oppofed  the  original  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  courts-martial  being  appcnnted  by  the  Crown,  might  be  fub- 
jecl  to  improper  influence. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  dbferved,  that  the  qucffion 
was  comprifed  in  the  following  confideration,  whether  the  Houfe 
were  not  bound  to  take  notice  of  a  fentence,  a»  iar  as  it  related  to 
an  individual  belonging  to  their  own  body,  ahd  in  whofe  cafe  their 
honour  was  implicated  ?  He  had  perufed  th^  evidence  laid  before 
die  court-martial  for' the  purpofc  of  afcertaining' whether  the  crime 
of  which  the  unfortunate  gentleman  was  accufed,  referred  only  to 
military  law  i  He  had  found,  that  fome  of  the  charged  were 
merely  military,  while  others  accufed  him  of  fraud  and  embezzle^* 
menr,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  ading  in  a  public  capacity. 

General  SMITH  in  reply,  difclaimed  all  motives  for  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  this  -  affair,  except  thofe  of  wifhing  to  fupport  the 
caufe  of  public  juftice  and  the  honour  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons. 

The  queftion  w^s  then  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided. 
For  the  amendment,  12— Againftit,  108. 

Thea  the  faid  propofed  queftion  of  adjournment  was,  with  leave 
of  the  Houfe  withdrawn. 

And,  it  appearing  te  the  Houfe,  that  John  Fenton  Cawthome, 
Efquire,  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  has  been  found  guilty,  by  a 
court-martial,  of  divers  charges,  in  refpeA  of  fome  of  which  he  is 
found  guilty  of  having  a£ted  iraudulently,  and  in  a  fcandalous  and 
infamous  manner,  unbecoming  thecharaAer  of  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  Efquire,  be 
expelled  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PJTT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe 
to  refolve  itfdf  into  a  Comniittee  to  confider  farther  of  a  fuppiy  to 
be  granted  to  His  Majefty.  He  faid,'  he  undcrftood  it  was  intended 
to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  fuppiy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia.  If 
that  difcuflion  was  to  take  place,  he  (hould  be  forry  it  were  to  take 
place  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe.  He  thcrcfoit 
(hould  propofe  that  the  difcuflion  (hould  take  place  on  the  report. 

General  TARLETON  acquiefced  in  this  piopofition. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfetf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  o(  the  Exchequer,  refolved,  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  zoo,oool.  be  granted  to  Hif 
Majefty  to  enable  His  Majeify  to  make  good  his  engagement  widi 
the  King  of  Sardinia. — PaflTcd. 


The  Houfe  being,  refumedi  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow.  •     *  « 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfdf  into  a  Cohimlttee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  a  fupply, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  that  he  had  to  propofc  the  funding. 
of  four  millions  and  an  half  navy  debt,  &c.  which  he  had  divided 
into  two  claifes.  The  one  he  propofed  to  be  allowed  1 05I.  in  the 
5  per  cents  for  the  firft  four  montbsi  and  the  others  1041.  fo  that 
theco  would  be  4  per  cent,  to  the  iirft  clafs,  and  3  per  cent,  to  the 
iccond  clafs.  Thefe  added  together,  would  amount  to  about  three 
and  a  half  for  the  whole  ;  to  this  was  to  be  added  a  fmall  allow* 
ance  for  difcount. 

He  moved  a  refolution  to  diis  eSk&,  which  Was  carried^*— Re* 

« 

port  to-morrow. 

Tucfiajj  3i/Mj7» 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and  means  brought 
up  the  report  for  the  adoption»of  the  Houfel 

The  refolution — **  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  that  the 
fiun  of  2oo»oooL  be  granted  to  His  Majefiy,  to  enable  him  tq 
make  good  his  engagements  with  the  King  of  Sardinia^^'  was  read 
the  firft  and  fecond  time :  and,  on  the  queftion  beix^  pu^  **  that 
the  Refolution  do  pafs,"    ' 

Mr.  FOX  remarked,  that  though  he  never  approved  of  this  fub- 
(idy,  yet  as  it  had  gpne  on  year  after  year,  the  Houfe,  he  conceived^ 
.was  bound  to  continue  it,  unlefs  fuch  a  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  lituation  of  affairs,  as  to  furm(h  good  grounds. for  withholding 
it.  If  any  degree  of  credit  was  to  be  attached  to  general  rumour^ 
that  difference  in  the  (late  of  afPairs  had  occurred,  which  would 
render  the  difcontinuance  of  the  fubildy  a  meafure  of  prudence.  It 
was  obvious,  that  his  Sardinian  Majedy  had  indicated  a  difpoiition 
to  conclude  a  fcparate  peace  with  France.  It  was  not  his  intention 
now  to  difcufs,,  whether  that  meafure  would  be  advantageous  to  this 
country,  or  not,  though  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advan^  * 
tageous  to  this  country,  rather  than  not.  If  we  think  it  an  advan- 
tage that  we  ihould  go  on  with  the  war,  we  ibould  at  lead  afcertain 
how  far  the  King  c^  Sardinia  is  inclined  or  able  to  give  an  adequate 
co-operation  befoipe  we  confent  to  a  continuance  of  his  fuhlidy.  If^ 
on  the  other  hand,  a  fcparate  peace  be  his  objeA,  it  behoved  the  . 
Houfe  to  know  how  far  His  Majc(ly*s  Minifters  have  given  their  ^ 
confent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  becaufe,  i^we  confider  the  original  eo- 
gagementi  <^  that  no  individual  niember  of  the  confederacy  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  make  peace  without  the  concurrence  of  the  xeA,'*  they 
YouXLV.  4C 
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had  no  right  to  accede  to  the  propotition  injr  voort  than  he  had  to 
adopt  it  without  cpmpTying  wi^  the  general  ftipulation*  If  no  fiich 
meafuTe  can  be^dopted  without  the  confent  of  thb  country,  it  b 
natural  to  inquirci  and  material  to  Jcnow,  ho^'  fat  k  wouM  be  ri^ 
in  this  country  to  prevent  his  Sardinian  Majefty  from  making  a  fepa- 
#ate  peace,  if  the  urgency  of  his  (Uuation  rrquired  it,  or  a  reaibn- 
able  opportunity  occurred.  If  this  (ublidy  be  the  caufe  of  bis  Sar- 
dinian Majcfty  continuing  the  war,  if  he  has  not  at  heart  the 
objedls  profeffed  by  the  reft  of  the  confederacy,  the  fubfidy  is  a 
burden  to  this  country,  and  not  a  benefit  to  his  own  fubjcifts,  who 
arc  expofcd  to  all  the  calamities  of  a  hopelcfs  confiift.  It  was,  he 
faid,  for  thefe  reafons,  incumbent  on  His  Majefty*s  Mhifftcrs  to 
give  the  Houfe  feme  farther  information  on  the  fubjed,  before  the 
Houfe  confentcd  to  enable  His  Majefty  ta  fulfil  his  engagement. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that,  if  the  Houfe  had  been 
induced  to  grant  this  fubfidy  to  his  Sardinian  Majefty  for  feveral 
years,  they  were  bound  to  continue  it,  both  In  point  of  honour  and 
in  point  of  prudence^  for,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that 
the  whole  conduA  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  from  the  iirft  moment 
in  which  the  fubfidy  was  granted  to  the  prefent,  had  afforded  one 
uniform  example  of  honour  and  fidelity,  and  an  example  hi^ly 
Worthy  the  imitation  of  the  other  powers.  He  could  not,  with 
propriety  and  the  regard  that  was  due  to  the  general  fervice,^  enter 
fo  fully  into  a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  as 
riie  nature  of  circumftances  required  for  the  purpofe  of  lus  vindicsir 
Son ;  but,  he  denied  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty  had  ever  manifcf}- 
cd  any  defire  for  a  fcparate  peace.  It  was  true,  that,  at  a  dme 
when  he  was  threatened  with  imminent  danger,  he  opened  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  enemy,  ftating  upon  what  terms  he  was  willing 
to  agree  to  an  armifticc. — The  terms  were,  that  he  would  enter 
into  an  armiftice  in  conjuftion  with  his  friend  and  ally,  the  Emperor ; 
but,  upon  no  other  condition.  He  immediately  (%nified  this  to  the 
Emperor,,  who  refufed  his  confent,  and  there  the  negotiation  ended. 
During  this  intcrcourfe,  however,  which  did  not  proceed  far,  the 
enemy  acquainted  him  that  they  would  msdce  a  feparate  peace  ^th 
him  provided  he  would  cede  all  the  places  they  had  conquered  in  hb 
dominions,  and  unite  his  arms  with  theirs  againft  the  other  allies* 
The  King  of  Sardinia  immediately,  with  a  magnanimity  diat  could 
never  be  too  highly  praifed,  but  fuch  as  became  his  rank,  and 
might  have  been  expected  from  his  charaAer,  ^eftifcd  to  accept  any 
pttjpofition  upon  tetms  fo  impolitic  ind  unjuft.  8b  f5ur  it  was 
evident  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty  entertained  no  Idea  of  a  feparate 
peace,  nor  ever  had  gone  farther  in  any  intereoiirfe  with  the  enemy 
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than  dur  prcffiqg  i^cceflity  of  hU  Ccuation  compelled  Mm,  and  the 
nqgpciatton  which  he  did  enter  iiifo  only  coded  in  (hewing  that  h<B 
adcher  would  conclude  a  feparate  armifHce,  nor  feparate  peace.  He 
now  put  it  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  (lateinent  of  thefe  h&$,  whether 
dicy  had  more  or  lefs  inducement  than  formerly  to  fulfil  their  en- 
jgagemcnts.  With  rcfpeft  to  any  recent  events,  upon  which  lomc 
obje^^ns  might  perhaps  be  grounded,  he  had  not  yet  received  any 
authentic  communicationa ;  but  as  the  vote  only  extended  to  the 
enabling  His  Majefty  to  grant  the  fubiidy,  there  might  be  full  op^ 
portunity  for  gaining  ample  information.  So  much  for  the  fatis- 
fa£Bon  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  thought  it  the  intereft  of  this  country 
to  retain  the  King  of  Sardinia  as  our  ally,  but  for  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  feemed  to  entertain  a  doubt,  whether  or  not 
it  would  be  more  advantages  for  this  country  to  do  fo  notwithftand- 
ing  the  experience  of  paft  events,  and  the  repeated  tcAimonics  we 
liad  recei^  of  thea^ivity  and  vigor,  and  the  exertion  of  the  Sar- 
dinian forces,  he  mud  fay,  that  this  was  the  only  way  in  which 
we  could  pofliUy  put  the  King  of  Sardinia  into  a  fituation  to  make 
fuch  terpis  with  the  enemy  for  a  peace,  as  this  country  and  the  reft 
of  the  allies  might  admit  to  be  comparatively  and  generally  good* 
Upon  that  principle,  therefore,  he  thought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  been  the  laft  man  in  the  Houfe  to  objedl 
to  t  motion,  in  which  the  future  honour  and  intereils  of  this  country 
were  fo  much  involved. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  what  he  meant  by  faying  that  be 
thought  a  ^^tate  peace  with  Sardinia  would  be  advantageous  for 
this  country,  referred  to  the  opportunity  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty 
would  thereby  have  of  mediating  between  other  powers.  He  cet* 
tainly  did.  not  mean  to  wifli  for  a  feparate  peace  with  Sardinia,  ex- 
dufive  of  the  intercfts  of  Great  Britain  and  Aqfiria;  but  fo  fara* 
they  wereconfidered,  the  earlier  a  peace  was  concluded  the  better  it 
would  be,  he  thought,  for  all  parties. 

Mr.  FRANC  IS.  obfervcd,  in  reply  to  the  r^ht  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppoiite,  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  difoBo^  was, 
whether  this  country  ought  to  continue  the  fubfidy  to  Sardinia  \ 
It  was  not  neceflary  to  confider  how  Sardinia  had  a^ed  four  months 
agp,  but  what  her  fituation  and  probable  mode  of  a£tioh  would  be 
now.  If  the  information  was  authentic  of  the  recent  fucceifes  of 
the  French  in  Lomb;irdy,  upon  thofe  fuccefles  would  the  probsible 
mode  of  aAion  of  his  Sardinian  Majcfiy  be  founded,  and  ifo  far 
were  their  opinions  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  fubfidy  to  be 
diuwn ;  for  if  the  determination  of  his  Sardinian  Majcfty  were 
fpondcd^  ,as  it  bad  been  ilated^  upon  the  ^rcflure  of  the  enemy,  it 
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was  reafonable  to  conclude  that  he  ^ouH  conGdcr  the  cmcigcncy  of 
his  fituation,  and  not  confuU  his  magnanimity.  Hence  he  might 
be  induced  to  agree  to  a  fcparate  peace,  for  two  reafons,  and  that 
without  the  leaft  conflderatron  or  regard  for  the  interefts  of  his  allies ; 
firft.from  the  threats  of  the  impending  danger,  and  fecpndly  by  the 
temptation?  and  intereft  which  might  be  held  out  to  him.  As  to 
confiding  in  the  Magnanimity  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,'  he  defpifed 
fuch  confidence,  and  begged  the  Houfe  to  look  back  to  hiftory  for 
the  charafter  of  the  houfe  of  Savoy.  It  was  fair  to  rcafon  fiom 
ifuch  evidence,  and  he  there  found  Sardinia  had  changed  firom  fide 
%o  fide  as  often  a>  her  inclination  or  her  intereft  predominated  either 
'way.  If  it  were  true  that  the  Auftrians  had  experienced  fuch  a 
defeat  as  would  place  Sardinia  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  he  would 
then  arte,  whedier  it  would  be  wife  in  this  country  to  grant  fo  great 
a  fubfidy  to  his  Sardinian  Majcfty-' 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  refcued  the  houfe  of  Savoy 
from  the  imputation  of  treachery  ;  but,  even  admitting  that  his 
predeceffors  had  violated  the  good  faith  of  treaties,  no  repnadi 
attached  on  the  prefent  illuftrious  monarch,  who  had  rcligiouflf 
pbferved  them.  In  regard  to  whathad  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  concerning  the  report  of  the  enemy *s  fucceiles  in  Italy, 
he  faid  his  right  "honourable  friend  had  before  ftated  that 'no  authen- 
tic information  had  been  yet  received  ;  and  even  admitting  it  woe 
true,  it  did  not  at  all  affcifl  their  conduct  in  pafling  the  vote  of  that 
evening,  bccaufe  the  vote  did  not  extend  to  the  immediate  grantii^ 
of  the  money,  but  merely  to  enable  His  Majcfty  to  do  fo  upon  the 
grounds  his  right  honourable  friend  had  ftated. 
' '  General  SMITH  oppofed  the  queftion,  and  exptcflcd  his  apprc- 
henfion,  that,  if  it  didpafs,  nopradical  good  whatever  would  be 
derived  from  it  to  the  country. 

Mr.  HARRI  SON  faid,  the  ifFalrs  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  were 
in  a  very  critical  fituation,  and  he  cautioned  the  Houfe  againft  fur- 
hifhing  him  with  the  weapons  to  turn  againft  us  in  the  event,  of  an 
alliance  widi  France.  He  therefore  fugigdHed  to  the  Houfe  to  de- 
fer the  fecond  reading  of  the  refolutiori,  at  leaft  till  better  informa- 
tion  (hould  arrive*.  *      . 

The  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  refolution  was  tbcn 
put  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  brought  in  a  bill  for  Ac  con- 
tinuation of  the  alien  ai^. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  a  variety  of  inlHnccs  Miniftcrs 
had  made  fo  improper  ufe  of  the  powers  cntrufted  to  them  by  *is 
i&i   that  he  could  not  in  his  confcience  vote  --for  the  farther  coa- 
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tinuation  of  it.  He  faid  that  the  late  caufe  of  the  unfortunate  M* 
Lameth  was  fo  flagrant  an  inAance  of  the  abufe  of  the  powers  conw 
xnitted  to  them,  that  he  (hould  oppofe  its  principle  in  every  ftage.' 
No  fooner,  the  honourable  gentleman  obferved,  had  that  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  fct  (pot  in  this  kingdom,  where  he  expefted  Id 
find  an  afylnm  from  oppreflion,  and  to  breathe  the  air  of  liberty, 
than  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  imperious  command  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  depnrt  out  of  it.  So  wantori  ah  exercife 
of  power  on  the  part  of  Miniflers,  in  confequencc  of  the  powers 
vefted  in  them  by  this  adt,  was  fo  derogatory  to  the  general  charac- 
ter of  this  nation,  that  the  bill  for  the  farther  continuation  of  thefe 
powers  ihould  hnvc  his  decided  oppofltion. 

Tlie  bill  was  read  a  (irft  time, '  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  to-morrow.        •    *'  , 

Mr!  SUMNER  prefcnted  a  petition  from  the  fubfcribers  to  the 
Veterinary  College,  praying  for  the  aid  of  P^liament. 

Colonel  TARLETON  fpoke  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners.  He 
fiated  it  to  be  a  plan  that  was  entitled  to  every  fupport,  in  as  much 
as  its  object  was  to  obviate  the  efieds  that  fo  often  arofe  from  the 
Ignorance  and  unifkilfolnefs  of  pcrfons  entrufted  with  the  care  arid 
management  of  horfes  and  cattle. 

Mr.  FRANCIS oppofed  tlie  petition,  he  wiihedthc  Houfetobe 
informed  what  it  meant ;  for  his  part  he  really  knew  not  what  the 
term  of  the  petition  implied.  He  knew .  of  no  fuch  word  in  the 
£ngli(h  language  as  Vcteritiary,  and  he  defircd  tliat  fome  gentlemto 
would  endeavour  to  explain  the  etymology  of  it  to  him. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  often  witneflfed  applications  ft)r 
the  afliftance  of  Parliament,  and  he  had  often  had  a  ibare  in  grant- 
ing fuch  requefts,  but  he  never  knew  an  inftance  where  he  Ihould 
do  fo  with  more  fatisfadion,  than  in  the  prefcnt  one.  1  he  horfe 
was  a  noble  and  ufeful  animal,  but  he  was  hardly  fuffercd  to  have 
hxr  play.  He  was  entrufted  to  farriers,  whofe  limited  knowledge 
of  his  nature,  prevented  them  ft'om  providing  proper  remedies  for 
the  diforders  to  which  he  was  incident,  and  he  too  often  fell  a 
facriftce  to  their  ignorance.  As  to  the  definition  which  had  been 
aflced  for,  he  thought  it  of  little  confequence  to  know  the  etymo- 
logy of  a  word  ;  it  was  quite  fuflicient,  if  it  was  a  word^  which^ 
by  ufage,  had  acquired  a  certain  definite  idea  to  be  annexed  to  it. 
Every  one  knew  it  to  be  the  art  which  teaches  men  to  know  the 
nature  and  properties  of  tlie  horfe,  and  to  adminifter  to  his  com- 
plaints. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  expreflfed  his  appfdbation  of  the  plan, 
and  faid,  he  (hould  not  oppofe  the  granting  a  very  confideiable  fum* 
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.  Sir  WILUAM  SCOTT  lavved  the  <^er  of  the  day  for  cfac 
fecond  readtng  of  the  bill  fbr  the  better  liipport  and  maintenance  of 
.curates  o£  the  chuidi  of  Engjbiid. 

The  SPEAKER  iaid,  diat  from  what  had  occurred  when  this 
•^bale  was  adorned,  it  might  be  expeAed  that  £nnethiiig  (hould 
be  fiated  as  to  the  quefKon  of  privilege.  He  had  given  his  hcSt  at- 
tention to  die  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  and  was  confirmed  in  the  q|^- 
iiion  be  had  already  delivered.  -  The  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  was  con* 
^'▼inced,  had  a  right  to  originate  diis  biD,  and  it  wai»  no  infringement 
whatever  on  the  privik^s'of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  it 
was  proper  diey  (hould  always  be  exceeding  jealous.  It  was  not 
the  objed  of  this  bill  to  raife  a  tax,  but  to  make  a  new  c&ftribution 
«f  thepioperty  of  the  churdi.  It  was  true,  the  1 2th  of  Queen 
Anne,  on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  had  originated  in  the  Com- 
mons ;  but  anodier  A&  (the  ift  Gcoi^  I.  chap.  12.)  apparently 
more  6bje6tionaUe  than  the  prefent,  had  originated  in  tlie  Houfe  of 
Lords.  The  Houfe  would  find  that  the  competency  of  the  (loufc 
of  Lords  to  originate  a  bill  of  this  kind  was  unqueftionable. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  of  a  difiS:rent  opinion  firom  the  Speaker.— 
He  thought  the  Houfe  would  depart  from  their  privileges  if  they 
fuflfered  this  bill  to  pafs.  It  gave  a  power  to  one  defcription  c^ 
peirtbns  to  tax  another. 

Mn  JODDRELL  faid,  he  had  been  aflonifhed,  at  the  firll 
ffcading  cf  the  bill,  to  find  it  had  originated  in  die  Houfe  of  Lords. 
He  conceived  it  to  be,  to  all  intents,  a  bill  of  fupply,  as  it  went  to 
increafe  the  'Claries  of  curates  out  of  the  pock^s  of  the  re^rs  and 
viears.  He  fincerely  wifhed  that  the  curates  ihould  have  an  increafe 
«f  thtsir  ftipends,  but  he  wiflied  that  increafe  to  be  brought  about 
in  a  legal,  parliamentary,  and  tmexceptionable  manner. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fatd,  the  proper  feafon  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  make  his  objeAions  to  the  bill,  if  he  wiflied -to  lave 
the  time  of  ^e  Houfe,  would  be  when  the  Inll  was  in  the  Com- 
mittee, as  it  would  then  be  debated  <:laufe  by  cfauife.  He  defended 
the  legality  of  the.  bill  originating  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  obfctving 
thkt  it  was  not  a  bill  diat  raifeda  new  fund,  or  interfered  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  pilblic  revenue  granted  by  Parliament,  but  was  only 
a  diflTerent  application  of  thatwhich  had  been  granted  for  the  })0r- 
pofe,  he  conceived,  of  a  private  nature. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSEL  diought  the  hill,  inftead  of  ame- 
Horating  the  fituation  of  curates,  would  have  a  contrary  efied^  by 
increafing  their  dependance  upon  the  bilhops. 

The  queition  was  put  for  the  Speaker  Iraying  the  chair,  which 
wa&  carried  without  a  divifion^ 
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The  Hottfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  coimnittse  on  tfaeUU,  and 
many  of  the  daufes  were  amended  and  agreed  to.  As  an  amendment 
to  the  claufe,  that  75I.  be  allowed  to  every  curate,  where  the  bene- 
fice amounted  to  45 ol.  per  annum, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  propofed,  that  tothe  curate's  allowance 
.fliould  be  added  one-fixth  of  the  excefs  of  that  fum  ;  upon  which 
a  diviiion  took  place-** Ayes^  14;  Noes,  33.  Majority  againft 
die  amendment,  19. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  re*committed« 

ff^edrtefday,  4/A  May. 

There  not  being  forty  members  prefent  at  four  o'clock^  an  ad* 
joumment  of  courfe  took  place. 

Thurfdajf  %th  May. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  rtfolve  itfelf  inta 
a  committee  of  die' whole  Houfe  upon  the  wine-duty  bill«  Upon  the 
motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 

Mn  GREY  (aid,  as  this  bill  was  now  in  its  prqgrefs  thiouglh 
the  Houfe,  there  oould  exift  no  authority  for  levying  any  tax  which 
was  to  be  impofed  by  it,  until  it  had  pafled ;  he  was,  hcnrever,  in** 
formed,  that  the  bill  had  already  been  put  in  force  at  l«ith«  A 
Mr.  Murray  had  been  obliged  to  pay  the  new  duties  oA  Spanifli 
wines,  which  he  had  received  of  the  fiiip  Peggy^  of  tkat  port.  A 
fimilar  payment. had  been  made  by  Johnftone  and  Co.  wine  mow 
chants,  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  defirous  of  knowing  if  any  order 
had  been  iflued  from  the  Treafury  for  that  purpofe.  If  Miniflecs 
were  always  determined  to  give  to  die  taxes  they  impofed  a  retre^ 
a^ive  efiefk ;  or  to  make  their  bills  have  the  force  of  laws  befoftf 
they  had  gone  through  that  Houfe  ?  He^had  alfo  received  a  letter 
from  Briftol,  which  fiated  that  the  Cdledtor  of  the  Cuftoms  had 
demanded  the  new  duty^  on  wine  at  that  port.  The  perfons  fbom 
whom  he  had  reed  ved  this  information  were  all  equally  unknown 
to  him ;  but  if  the  iads  were  as  they  had  been  fiated,  they  certainly 
deferved  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  To  permit  ftxb  proceed- 
ings, was  eertainly  gtving^too  great  a  latitude  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, though  he  knew  that  the  authority  of  that  Houfe  had  of 
late  been  thought  very  lightly  of,  and  in  feme  cafes  had  been  dif* 
penfed  with  altogether.  He  trufted,  however,  ths^t  the  Houfe  would 
not  foRer  a  bill  to  operate,  to  which  they  had  not  yet  given  their 
Goment* 

Mn  ROSE  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fads  dated  by  the  bonoar- 
^le  gentlemani  but  he  was  ctrtain  d>at  noctuiig  of  tfar  kind  had 


6oa  PARLIAMENTARY  [CowMoprs* 

i  

been  done  by  any  order  from  the  Treafufy,  If  the  honourabk 
gentleman  would  not  take  his  word  for  it,  he  might  have,  by  mov« 
ing  for  them,  copies  of  all  the  orders  iflued  relative  to  that  objcci* 
That  the  revenue  officers  might  have  miftaken  their  duty  was  not 
impofltble,  and  the  circumflances,  if  they  had  really  happened^  mufl 
have  originated  in  a  miAake. 

Mr.  GREY  had  no  objection  to  take  the  honourable  gentleman's 
word  for  what  he  had  dated  ;  but  he  J\oped  orders  would  be  ilTucd 
to  prevent  fuch  tranfadions  from  taking  place  in  future.  That 
Houfe,  which  wasjealousof  any  infringement  of  its  privileges,  even 
with  refped  to  a  turnpike- bill,  farely  would  hot  fuffer  this,  which 
was  not  only  a  violation  of  its  own  authority,  but  a  dire6l  invaiion  of 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  Complained  of  the  high  toru  in  which  he 
£ud  the  honourable  gentleman  had  dtrcScd  an  attack  againft  the 
EiCecutive  Government,  without  any  evidence  that  they  had  the 
fmalleft  knowledge  of  the  tranfatSlion  to  which  he  alluded. 

Mr.  GREY  remarked,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  cbofe 
to  call  every  thing  which  might  happen  to  be  unpleafant  to  him  an 
attack  upon  Government,  he  had  better  fay  fo  at  oncei  and  pmcuR 
a  \ott  of  the  Houfe,  that  no  fuch  thing  (hould  be  done  in  future* 

General  SMITH  thought,  that  if  any  revenue  officers  had  afied 
in  the  manner  ilated,  they  ought,  at  leaft,.to  be  cenfuied  by  their 
fupeciors.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  attended  to  the 
very  candid  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  men- 
tioned the  buSnefs^  he  would  not  have  anfw^red  him  with  fo  much 
acrimony. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wondered  at  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer taking  umbrage  at  his  honourable  friend's  high  and  lofty  tiHiesy 
as  he  was  perfed^ly  competent  to  anfwer  him  in  the  fame  way  ;  but 
he  fuppofcd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  got  a  patent  of 
monopoly  for  high  and  lofty  tones,  and  conceived  any  perfon  making 
ufe  of  them,  befides  himfcif,  guilty  of  an  infringement  upon  his  ex- 
clufive  right.  Mr.  Sheridan  flrongly  reprobated  the  procedure  of 
which  his  honourable  friend  had  complained.  He  had  no  doubt  of 
the  fa6ls ;  he  had  received  information  from  Norwich,  of  a  ii^lar 
circumftance..  It  was  evident  it  could, not  be  done  without  th^oider 
or  oomiivance  of  Mini  iters.  It  was  not  the  firfV  time  fuch  com- 
'plaints  had  been  made.  If  the  revenue  officers  had  been  repii- 
manded,  they  would  not  have  given  caufe  for  a  fecond  complaint : 
the  circumftance  of  not  receiving  any  intimation  from  th^ir  fiq)C> 
Tiors  to  defift,  was  evidently  a  fandion  for  the  repetidon  of  .tfadr 
ujuftifiaUe  condu£t,  and  the  blame  of  the  tnmiadlion  attached  \o 
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Miniftcrs,  and  no  where  elfc.  Mr.  Sheridan  adverted  to  a  charge 
that  had  been  brought  againft  him,  of  wi(hing  to  extend  the  excife 
laws  ;  he  believed  he  was  one  of  the  laft  men  againd  whom  fuch  a 
charge  could  with  truth  be  alleged.  He  had  Hated  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  bill  in  queftion  (hould  have  contained  a  claufe,  by  which 
the  ftock  of  private  gentlemen  (hould  be  taken  and  made  liable  to 
the  tax  ;  and  he  was  ftill  of  the  fame  mind.  He  thought  it  pe- 
culiarly hard  that  the  man  of  property,  whofe  fortune  enabled  him 
to  lay  in  a  large  (lock,  '(hould  have  it  in  his  power  to  drink  wine  at 
a  rate  infinitely  cheaper  than  what  the  needy  man  could,  who  only 
purchafcd  a  fuiiicient  quantity  for  temporary  confumption.  As  to 
the  difficulty  which  was  ui^ged  with  refpeA  to  taking  the  ftock  of 
private  individuals,  he  conceived  none  exifted.  Was  it  not  in  every 
refpedl  as  eafy  to  make  a  private  gentleman  give  in  a  return  of  the 
quantity  of  wine  in  his  cellar,  as  to  return  how  many  fervants  he 
kept,  and  how  many  of  them  wore  powder ;  in  his  opinion  equally 
fo :  the  6bje6iion  was  puerile.  He  faid,  he  was  ftiU  a  foe  to  the 
extenfion  of  theexcife  laws ;  n6twith(hnding,  he  (incercly  wt(hed  to 
fee  the  excifemen  entering  the  cellars  of  the  Legiflators  themfelves, 
as  well  as  of  every  dealer,  for  the  purpofe  of  obliging  them  to  pay 
the  additional  duty  upon  their  (lock  in  hand.  Mr.  Sheridan  next 
made  a  few  obfervations  with  refpeA  to  taxing  the  article  of  wine  to 
fuch  an  extent  as  almoft  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  from  u(ing  it. 
Such  a  fyftem  would  defeat  its  own  end,  as  few,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  would  drink  wine  at  the  advanced  price.  He  faid,  When 
tfie  bill  went  into  the  Committee,  he  (hould  propofe  two  amend- 
ments, one  for  taking  the  flock  of  private  perfons,  and  die  other 
for  inferting  in  the  blank,  for  the  commencement  of  tb&  (Operation 
of  the  tax,  "  the  1 7th  of  July." 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  (hould  be  forty  to  fee  the  authority  of 
excifemen  extended  to  private  houfes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  denied  that  the  additional  tax  would 
have  the  efieA  of  a  prohibition,  and  urged  the  impiadicability  of 
extending  the  tax  to  private  individuals. 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  when  Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  hid 
aniendment^-*'  That  inftead  of  the  iufits  commencing  on  the  1 7th 
of  April,  they  (hould  commence  on  tfie  1 7th  of  July,  1 796.'' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  amendment  would  enable  thfr 
wealdiy  merchant  to  procure  a4aTge  flock,  and  fell  at  the  advanced 
prices  iti  the  interval,  to  the  lofs  of  the  revenue.  The  roerduint 
could  fuffer  no  injury  by  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  it  was  propofed  for 
him  to  pay  the  duty  by  inftalments  \  (b  that,  althoagjh  his  fiock 
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mig^  be  kept  a  little  longec  upon  hand,  he  wculd  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  difpoHng  of  the  whole  without  lofs  or  inconvenience. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  the  merchant  might  have  had 
*        previous  orders  for  which  he  could  have  no  remedy. 

*  The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived,  and  the  ori^nal  refolu- 
tion  carried. 

Mr.  GREY  gave  notice,  for  to-morrow,  of  the  motion  which 
he  was  to  have  brought  forward  ycfterday. 

Mr.  Foh's  motbn  was  put  off  till  Tucfday. 

Mr.  DUND  AS  (aid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  death  of  a  per- 
fon  in  the  India  department,  he  (hould  be  under  the  ncceflity  of 
deferring  his  India  Budget  till  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  obferved,  that  the  complicated  nature 
of  the  General  Inclofure  Bill  rendered  it  neceflary  for  him  to  re- 
quire farther  time  to  bring  it  forward.  A  matter  of  fuch  important 
confequence  to  the  country,  he  conceived,  ought  not  to  be  hunied ; 
he  wilbed  to  delay  it  till  the  next  feflion. 

Mr.  Chancelbr  PITT  moved  that  the  real-fucccflion  tax  bill 
(hould  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  RASLEIGH  faid  that  this  tax  was  liable  to  the  fame  ob- 
jedlions  which  he  had  urged  againd  the  perfonal  fucccflion  tax  bill. 
It  paid  no  regard  to  the  different  values  of  the  lives  of  perfons  on 
whom  fucceflion  devolved.  •  He  thought  that  coniidcrable  difficulty 
would  arife  in  levying  the  tax  upon  mines  and  fisheries,  and  upon 
the  whole  was  decidedly  againft  it,  and  therefore  would  move,  that 
inftead  of  ^'  now"  it  (hould  be  recommitted  for  ^*  this  day  three 
months,"; 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  this  meafure  laboured  under  two  objedioa^ 
— fird,  the  novelty  of  the  principle,  as  a  tax  upon  capitsd ;  and 
fecoiKily,  the  iniqtii^  of  the  4ipplication.  It  was  a  fyftem  vi^iich, 
if  adied  upon  in  the  extent  to  which  the  principle  might  be  carried 
(and  he  adfbitted  the  prefent  inflance  to  be  only  a  (light  degree), 
"would  enable  the  State  to  feiie  upon  the  whole  property  of  the 
country.  Of  all  (hades  in  which  defpotifm  had  ever  appeared  in 
hiftory,  the  moft  frightful  was  that  under  which  the  Soveriegn  be* 
caiqe  hdiip  to  the  whole  property  of  individuals,  and  were  the  prin- 
ciple of  thi^  meafure  once  admitted,  it  was  impofTible  to  calculate 
«bow  far  it  mi^t  be  extended.  From  brothers  and  relations  in  a 
collateral  line,  it  might  in  time  reach  to  children,  and  from  four 
4or  dve  per  cent,  the  tax  might  be  increafed  to  ten  or  twelve.  This 
jwas  his  principal  objedlion  to  the  bill.*— He  had  anotlier,  however, 
grounded  upon  the  ];>articular  hard(hip  which  would  in  certain  cafes 
!  attend  its  operations.     In  cafes  of  marriage  feftlement,  children 

were  moft  frequently  the  objcdls  for  whom  provifion  was  inade^  but 
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femetimcs  collateral  relations  had  an  intcrcft  in  the  lettlcment.  A 
caie  of  that  kind  had  come  under  his  own  experience.  In  cafe  6f 
the  death  of  his  nephew.  Lord  Holland,  he  was  to  fucceed  to. the 
cftates  of  his  elder  brother,  by  an  article  in  the  marriage  fettlement. 
As  it  happened,  he  had  not  given  any  confidcration  for  the  contin- 
gent benefit  of  this  fettlement.  He  mig}it,  however,  have  paid  his 
brother  fome  confideration  for  it,  and  in  this  cafe,  were  the  tax  to 
attach  upon  this  property >  the  contrail  would  be  violated,  becaufe 
he  would  not  receive  it  in  the  fame  circumftances  in  which  it  was 
when  he  concluded  the  bargain.  On  thefe  grounds  he  feconded  the. 
amendment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  flattered  himfelf  that  he  would  have  lio 
great  difficulty  in  obviating  the  objedlions  which  had  been  dated 
againft  the  bill.     The  principle  had  l>ocn  already  recognized  in  the 
pcrfonal-fucccflion  tax,  and  alfo  in  the  duty  formerly  exiiling  upon 
legacies.     It  had  been  uiged  that  it  would  fwallow'  up  the  whole 
landed  capital  of  the  country  ;  but  he  contended,  that  it  had  no 
fuch  tendency,  and  that  it  would  have  no  fuch  operation.     This, 
like  many  other  queftions,  was  only  a  queftion  of  degree,  and  the 
objcdlion,  which  in  reality  was  very  limited  in  its  force,  was  ftated 
as  poflfefling  unbounded  weight.     He  had  heard  alfo  that  the  tax 
might  be  paid  feveral  times  over.     This  could  not  be  done  by  the 
fame  perfons  ;  nor  was  it  very  likely  that  it  could  be  done  by  the 
fame  eftate,  when  the  chances  of  direct  fucceffion  were  fairly  cal-. 
culated.     But  in  no  cafe  was  it  a  tax  upon  the  capital,  nor  would^ 
it  ever  diminifhthe  real  value  of  the  eftate,  becaufe  the  tax  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  that  it  could  eafily  be  paid  by  the  occupier  in  the 
courfc  of  the  four  firft  years  after  his  fuccelTion  to  it.      It  was  there- 
fore only  a  tax  upon  the  landed  income.     As  to  afFeding  contrads 
formerly  made,  he  was  confident  that  it  had  no  fuch  tendency ;  and 
in  the  cafe  particularly  mentioned  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  which  he  was  perfonally  concerned,  the  tax  would  noC 
attach  at  all.     For  thefe  reafons,  lit  hoped  the  Houfe  would  Agree 
to  the  bill  going  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  GREY  infiftcd  that  the  bill  propofed  a  very  partial  and  bad 
mode  of  levying  a  land  tax.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
juft  now  faid,  that  it  was  not  a  tax  upon  the  landed  income.  Why, 
then,  did  he  not  lay  it  dircdlly  upon  the  prcfent  poiTefibrs,  and  not 
upon  pofterity — a  fyftem  of  taxation  which  had  contributed  more 
than  any  other  caufe  whatever  to  incrcafe  the  national  debt  ?  Mr. 
Grey  contended,  however,  that  it  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a 
tax  upon  the  landed  capital,  and  that  it  could  not,  in  mod  indances, 
be  paid  by  annual  inftalments,  as  had  been  reprefented.     In  this 
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0t)inion  he  was  eonBrmed  by  the  cireumfbnce  of  the  gencnd  want 
of  money  among  landed  proprictocs,  arifing  from  bordcos  upon 
their  eftates,  and  large  difburfements  which  they  are  often  obliged 
*  to  make,  particularly  in  the  firft  years  after  their  fucceffiooi  when 
this  tax  fills  to  be  paid.  He  objected  chiefly,  however,  to  the 
principle  of  the  (hII,  which  he  denied  to  have  been  fandioned  by 
the  duties  on  legacies.  A  tax  uppn  the  capital  of  any  country, 
could  not  fail  to  hurt  its  profperity,  and  the  difcovery  of  theftate  of 
property,  which  the  levying  of  the  tax  would  neceifarily  require, 
would,  in  fome  cafes,  be  found  to  be  impofllible,  and  in  cveiy 
cafe  would  prove  to  be  vexatious  and  oppreflive,  while  at  the  fiime 
time  it  was  artfully  calculated  to  incrcafe  the  influence  of  Govern- 
ment over  the  country.. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  confeflcd  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant  fubjed,  and  attended  with  fome  difficulty,  but  he  did  not 
fee  that  the  objedions  applied  to  the  principle  at  it  was  here  carried 
into  pra(^ice.  This  was  not  a  tax  upon  capital.  It  was  indeed  a 
tax  upon  the  produce  of  land,  as  many  other  taxes  were  circuitoufly 
taxes  upon  land,  but  it  could  not  be  called  a  land  tax  in  the 
proper  acceptation  of  the  word.  The  difcovery  of  the  ftate  of  a 
man's  afiairs  was  not  of  the  dangerous  tendency,  n^r  could  be  con- 
verted to  the  improper  purpofes  alluded  to,  for  it  was  no  greater 
difcovery,  nor  indeed  to  the  fame  extent,  as  was  made  by  the  pub* 
lie  regiders  of  every  county. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  there  certainly  was  fome  inoonfiflency  in 
the  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  thofe  of 
his  learned  friend,  for  the  one  faid  that  this  was  no  tax  upon  land, 
the  other  confefled  that  in  fome  meafure  it  had  that  effcd.  This 
tax  would  operate  aar  a  tax  lipon  land,  and  if  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  of  a  ruinous  war  rendered  it  neceflary  to  refortlo  new  kinds  of 
,  taxes,  he  (hould  like  to  know  whether  the  landed  gentlemen  would 
confeht  to  a  dixeSt  incrcafe  of  the  land  tax.  With  regard  to  the  dif* 
covery  that  would  take  place,  it  would  evidently  be  attended  with 
every  circumftance  of  publicity.  1 1  was  like  fending  commiflioners  of 
bankruptcy  to  folvent  perfons,  and  taking  an  account  of  all  they  were 
worth  and  all  they  owed.  Monftrous  expences  required  monflrous 
expedienu  to  fupport  them,  and  fuch  was  the  natuit  of  the  re- 
fources  to  which  the  country  was  now  driven. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  thought  this  tax  veiy  exception- 
able.  It  was  a  dired  tax  upon  capital  in  the  degree,  indeed,  not 
very  fevere,  but  fuch  as  would  very  readily  be  increafed,  when  it 
was  thought  convenient  or  neceflary.  In  Holland,  he  believed, 
perfonal  f  ucceflion  only  was  taxed,  but  at  any  rate  it  by  no  means 
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fblknred  tfiat  fudi  a  mode  of  taxation '  (hould  be  adopted  iiv  this 
oountry,  becaufe  it  had  prevailed  in  Holland,  where  the  fources  of 
revenue  were  exhanfted,  and  the  State  felt  the  utmoft  diSicultv  in 
fupporting  the  public  expences.  He  thought  this  a  worfc  mcafure^ 
from  the  circumftance  that  it  was  to  be  paid  in  the  four  firft  years. 
'  It  was  levying  in  this  time  what  might  be  put  upon  ten  or  twelve 
years,  and,  left  a  man  (hould  die,  making  the  moft  of  him  imme* 
diately.  It  had  been  juftly  faid  that  in  the  firft  years  of  a  fuccef- 
iion,  the  greatcft  expence  occurred,  and  that  it  was  not  very  proba* 
ble  that  the  heir  would,  from  his  faving,  be  able  to  difcharge  tlie 
tax.  It  would  be  very  hard  on  thofe  who  fucceeded  to  fmall 
eftates  to  pay  the  tax,  much  more  than  on  great  eftates.  It  was 
the  advantage  of  the  taxes  in  this  country  that  they  were  optional, 
or  fuppofed  to  be  fo,  and  therefore  fat  more  lightly.  But  here  the 
hardfhip  would  be  more  felt,  becaufe  it  was  a  tax  that  the  .perfon 
fubje£t  to  it  was  pofltively  obliged  to  pay.  Upon  the  whole  he  was 
agaihft  the  bill,  and  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  defended  the  bill,  upon  the 
iame  ground  as  the  Attorney  General,  and  ftated  that  a  tax  of  the 
lame  fort  had  been  adopted  by  the  French  Government. 

Mr.  BASTARD  faid,  that  if  there  were  no  other  way  than  by 
adopting  this  bill  to  avert  a  national  bankruptcy,  he  might  vote  for 
it ;  but  not  otherwife.  He  had  heard  gentlemen  fay,  that  the  ftate 
of  this  country  was  fuch  that  they  were  under  the  necefTity  of  voting 
for  whatever  taxes  were  propofed.  But,  while  he  found  that  a 
million  was  annually  appropriated  to  the  redu<^ion  of  the  national 
debt,  we  could  not  be  faid  to  be  in  a  lituntion  where  we  muf^  vote 
for  every  tax  that  ihould  be  propofed  ;  and  he  felt  the  lefs  relu6^ance 
in  oppoGng  the  tax  now  propofed,  as  the  perfonal-fucceflfion  izX 
bill  would  anfwer  for  as  much  as  was  ftated  to  be  expcded.  If 
land  was  to  be  taxed,  he  would  a(k  what  part  of  land  ?  for,  he  re- 
membered, that,  within  thefe  ten  years,  within  the  walls  of  that 
Houfe,  a  pledge  was  given  to  the  public  to  bring  the  lands,  woods, 
forefls,  &c.  of  the  Crown  to  the  public  ufe ,  and  yet,  after  that 
pledge  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  thefe  yery  lands  and  forefta 
were  the  only  ones  that  were  exempted  from  the  operation  of  this 
bill.  He  could  not  but  lament  that  gentlemen  had  not  properly 
ftated  the  provilions  of  this  bill,  becaufe  he  was  pcrfuaded  they 
would  then  fee  that  nothing  could  be  done  that  would  carry  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  bill  into  efFedt  in  many  inftances,  except  the  putting 
the  lands  that  were  the  objedl  of  the  tax  to  fale. — It  had  been  faid 
that  this  was  a  tax  of  defpotifm  ;  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  fo«<— 
The  Solicitor  General  had  iaid,  that  a  tax  on  the  fame  princi- 
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plc  as  this  had  been  adopted  by  the  French  Government     True, 
they  did  adopt  a  meafure  of  this  kind  in  the  democracy  of  France, 
but  what  was  the  confcqucncc  ?     They  purfued  the  confcquence  of 
it  until  they  had  got  all  the  land  into  their  own  hands.     He  con- 
tended that  the  mofl  manifcd  injudice  would  follow  from  this  bill 
in  the  cafe  of  leafehold  eftates.    If  this  bill  ihould  pafs,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  land-tax  mufl  be  put  into  other  hands,  for  furely  thofe 
who  had  its  prcfent  management  would  give  it  up.     Was  any  man 
in  that  Houfe  ready  to  fay  he  would  put  an  arbitrary  fine  on  any 
man  ?     This  mud  be  the  cafe  under  this  bill,  for  how  was  a  per- 
fon  accurately  to  edimate  the  value  of  the  intereft  which  each  per- 
ion  had  in  an  eflate  which  was  the  obje£t  of  taxation  I     This 
would  create  ill  blood  and  endlefs  animofity  all  oyer  the  country. 
He  had  heard  that  a  man  might  be  beat  into  a  phyfician,  but  he 
did  not  know  how  to  make  a  commiflTioner  in  every  cafe  under  thb 
a6t  a  lawyer,  and  yet  a  lawyer  he  muft  be,  and  a  good  one  too, 
clfe  he  would  never  undcrftand  how  to  a6t  under  this  bill,  for  every 
man  muR  be  afleflcd  according  to  his  title.     The  difference  be- 
tween real  and  pcrfonal  eftates,  as  this  bill  was  to  operate,  was  very 
great.     This  bill  would  iink  the  value  of  all  family  eftates,  in- 
which  confideration  the  Conftitution  of  this  country  was  materially 
conne6led  i  for  the  Conflitution  of  this  country  and  the  landed  in* 
tereft  went  hand  in  hand  ;  if  we  deilroyed  the  one  we  (hould  def-  " 
troy  die  other.     Men's  fpirits  wDuld  be  broken  by  this  bill  ;  for 
men's  fpirits  were  broken  by  misfortune,  and  their  independence 
was  deftroyed  by  neceflity.     This  was  the  rcfult  of  bad  taxes. 
Men  formerly  of  independence  in  the  co\intry,  would  be  brought 
within  the  vortex  of  the  metropolis,  adopt  its  vices,  and  become 
the  tools  of  Government  for  a  livelihood,  a  prafKcc  now  too  pre- 
valent, and  which  our  anceftors  regarded  as  the  wages  of  corruption, 
and  the  grave  of  independence. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid  he  was  {urprifcd  to  find  the  Attor- 
ney-General compare  the  regtftcr  elbibliihed  in  the  Weft  Riding 
of  Yorkfliire,  and  in  Ireland,  to  the  inquiiition  which  would  be 
eftablifhed  by  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.  The  regifter  merely  re- 
corded the  transfer  of  property,  and  the  incumbrances  of  that 
property.  The  prefent  bill  was  odious  in  the  extreme  by  the  in- 
quiry it  occafioncd,  as  has  been  already  ably  Aated.  The  tax 
impofed  wps  partial — it  was  a  fevere  land  tax,  having  all  the  bad 
properties  of  diat  kind  of  tax,  and  it  tended  to  beggar  the  peerage 
gradually,  and  to  render  it  ftill  more  dependant.  He  thought 
other  taxes  much  more  proper  might  have  been  propofed.  For 
example,  a  receipt  ftamp  on  the  transfer  of  property  in  the  funds. 
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Twenty  pounds  worth  of  land  could  not  be  transferred  without 
paying  fcveral  ftamps,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  an  half-crown 
(lamp  ihould  not  be  paid  on  the  transfer  of  one  hundred  pounds 
worth  oif  flock..  It  was  always  very  unpleafant  to  him  to  obje(£l 
to  a  tax,  but  he  had  flattered  bimfelf  tlK  tax  now  propofed  would 
have  been  relinquinied  for  one  lefs  odious. 

General  SMITH  infifted,  that  the  odious  epithets  which  had 
been  employed  to  brand  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of 
France,  applied  equally  to  the  prefcnt  meafure.  As  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  thought  its  condudl  worty  of  imitationy 
he  (hould  not  be  furprifed  to  fee  the  lawyers  at  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  recommend  the  adoption  of  mandatsi 

Mr..  Alderman  NEWNHAM  reprobated  the  prefcnt  bilU 
whkh^  with  the  tax  on  collateral  fucceflfionsi  would  be  found  fe 
odious,  that  fome  future  Adminillration  would  be  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  repeal. 

Mr.  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  defended  the  bill,  which  he 
inHfled  could  not  come  under  the  denomination  of  an  a£l  to  tn* 
ibrce  an  additional  Land  Tax.  To  the  latter  he  had  the  ilrongpft 
objedion,  as  he  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  be  dangerous  in  the 
extreme,  as  it  mu(l  lead  to  that  equality  which  there  was  fo  much 
reafon  to  dread.  The  Houfe  was  called  in  juflice  to  pafs  the  pre- 
ient  bill,  as  it  had  already  paffed  the  other  ;  and  for  thefe  reafims 
he  would  vote  for  the  re-commitment. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  re-commitment ; 

Ayes,  65 — Noes,  24.— ^Majority  41. 

The  I^fe,  in  a  Committee,  then  went  through  the  bill,  whidi 
was  reported,  with  feveral  amendments. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  report  be  now  rcr 
ceived,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  received  accordiiigly* 
He  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  re-printed,  with  the  amendments, 
and  re-coiCndcred  on  Monday,  which,  after  a  few  objet^ions  from 
General  Smith,  was  agreed  to. 

Friday^  6th  May» 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS,  after  ftating  that  feveral  of  the  India 
papers  now  before  the  Houfe  were  in  fome  refpe6ls  erroneous, 
moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  them,  and  to  fubflitute  others  in 
their  place- 
Ordered. 
^ .  He  alfo  moved,  that  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Jdm  Jarvis^ 
dated  the  8th  of  May,  1 794 ; — and  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Charley 
Grey,  dated  the  aoth  of  January  1 794,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
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Ordered. 

Mr,  LECHMERE  obfcrvcd,  Aat  the  Houfe  was  crowded  in 
cxpe<9ation  of  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Grey). 
He  could  not,  therefbre,  exped  that  much  attention  would  be 
given  to  what  he  had  to  fay.  The  object  of  the  pnipofition  which 
he  had  to  make,  was,  however,  of  the  firft  importance.  It  was 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  But  finding  it  impofTible  for  htm  to  call 
the  attention  of  tiie  Houfe  to  it  this  evening,  he  would  move, 
'^'  That  the  Committee  on  the  high  price  of  corn  be  deferred  to 
•Wednefday  next."— • 

Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  i^ould 
move  the  Houfe  into  a  Committee  on  the  wine-duty  bill,  as  he 
Intended  to  propofe  a  method  of  levying  the  new  duty  on  the  wine 
in  the  cellars  of  gentlemen,  without  any  extenfion  of  the  authority 
of  the  Excife. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  die  bill  for  continuing 
tiw  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  the  Longitude.  Havii^  filled  up 
the  blanks  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

General  SMITH  moved,  /*  That  there  be  hud  before  Ac 
Houfe  an  account  of  all  the  com  and  flour  imported  into  diis 
country  during  the  nK)nth  of  April  laft,  which  was  entitled  to  the 
bounty  on  importation,  fpccifying  the  refpeAive  ports,  and  die 
names  of  the  importers.** 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  thofe  who  refle^ed  upon  the  unexan^M 
power  which  the  prefent  Miniftcrs  poiTcflcd,  and  the  little  difpo* 
lition  the  Houfe  difcovcrcd  to  inquire  into  any  part  of  their  coit- 
du£t ;  on  the  contrary,  a  difpoiition  of  the  nK>ft  unlimited  confi- 
tience  ;  it  might  appear  a  vain  endeavour  to  bring  againft  them  any 
charge  of  mal-adminiftration,  efpecially  fuch  a  one  as  would  form 
the  ground  of  articles  of  impeachment.— Aware  as  he  was  of  thefe 
difficulties,  and  the  little  encouragement  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the 
Houfe  any  proportions  conveying  a  cenfure  upon  the  conduA  of 
Miniders,  nay,  defpairing  of  that  concurrence  which  would  give 
tt  effed,  he  felt  it  his  duty  not  to  allow  die  Houfe  to  feparate,  widi 
litde  probability  too  of  again  meedng,  without  drawing  their  at- 
tention to  a  few  plain  intelligible  points  of  the  higheft  importance. 
He  would  call  upon  diem  to  examine  the  public  expenccs,  he  wouU 
demonftrate  to  them  that  Minifters  had  grofsly  mifapplied  the 
inoney  of  their  confiituents,  and  had  been  guilty  of  a  flagrant  vi- 
clarion  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  contoil  which  diey  had  laid 
before  the  Houfe  an  >cooiuit  of  the  diftributions  of  the  various 
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grants,  which  he  would  prove  to  be  completely  falfe.  A  minute 
attention  to  the  public  expenditure  and  accounts  was  the  mod  im- 
portant duty  which  the  Houfe  could  exercife.  The  power  of  the 
purfe  was  the  beft  fecunQr  for  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the 
JKoufe  could  not  allow  it  to  be  encroached  upon  without  betraying 
their  moft  facred  truft,  and  renouncing  their  nwft  valuable  privi- 
lege. '  Thcfe  principles  he  believed  woidd  not  be  difputed  in  ar- 
gument, and  furely  the  duty  was  rendered  more  important,  and 
tlic  neccflity  more  urgent,  by  the  magnitude  of  the  expcnce  which 
they  had  to  fuperintcnd  and  to  control.  It  would  indeed  be  a 
^melancholy  coniideration  if,  amidft  all  the  influence  by  which  they 
were  overborne,  the  very  magnitude  of  the  public  expcnce  crippled 
the  exertions  of  the  conditutional  guardians,  and  contributed  to 
defeat  and  to  difappoint  all  inquiry.  ,  If  the  Houfe  was  aware  of 
this,  and  was  anxious  to  maintain  the  privileges  they  had  received 
from  their  aiiceftors,  they  would,  by  a  proper  application  of  them, 
conBrm  the  tranfmitted  right,  and  deliver  it  intire  to*  their  poflerity. 
He .  had  heard  gf ntlemen,  on  various  occafions,  particularly  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  game  laws,  e^prefTing  a  determined  refolution  to 
prefervc  that  fyftem  for.  which  their  anceftors  had  fought  and  bled, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  prefent  objeft  would  be  felt  no  lefs  impor- 
tant, and  the  principle  no  lefs  neceiTary.  The  points  to  which 
he  was  to  dire^  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  were  plain  and  limple. 
Tlie  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  pronounce  whether  they  would  ad- 
mit in  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  a  power  to  difpcnfe  with  the 
forms  of  the  Conditution  and  the  inftitutions  of  the  law,  or  whe- 
ther they  would  exercife  their  legitimate  functions,  and  require 
fuch  an  application  of  the  public  money  as  the  law  prefcribed,  and 
fuch  a  faithful  account  as  their  honour  and  their  duty  ought  to  in- 
duce them  to  require.  If  they  found  the  money  of  their  conflitu- 
ents  mifapplied,  would  they  fuffer  it  to  pafs  unnoticed  ?  If  they 
faw  the  law  openly  violated,  would  they  infift  upon  no  fatisfaftion  ? 
If  they  found  the  principles  of  the  ponftitution  outraged,  would 
they  exprefs  no  indignadon  and  demand  no  atonement  ?  The 
inftances  upon  which  he  was  parricularly  to  dwell,  were  feledled 
fiom  a  great  many  others  which  he  might  have  taken  up ;  but 
he  had  confined  himfelf  to  thefc  he  fliould  now  bring  forward,  on 
account  of  their  plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  They  were  fuch  as  all 
might  underftand,  and  the  inferences  from  them  were  fuch  as  all 
who  underftood  muft  acknowledge.  He  had  not  brought  forward 
the  incapacity  Minifters  had  evinced,  the  failures  they  had  incurred, 
nor  the  mtdtiplied  difafters,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  ruinous 
war,  had  followcdfrom  their  meafures. — ^He  would  not  comment 
Vol.  XLV.  4 1 
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upon  ihdr  grofs  mifmanagcmcnt  of  the  public  money,  where  the 
application  was  within  their  difcrction;  but  he  would  confine  him- 
felf  to  three  diftind  charges:  —  I  ft,  Their  having  mifappHcd  the 
fums  appropriated  by  a£l  of  parliament  to  pardcular  fcrvices  ;  2dly» 
Their  sivins  in  a  falfe  accouut  of  the  diftribution  of  thefc  fums  ; 
and  laffly,  Their  having  violated  another  aft  brought  in  fince  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  a  feat  in  parliament,  for  regulating 
the  office  of  Pay-Maftcr  General  of  the  Forces. 

He  requeftcd  the*  Houfc  to  attend,  that  there  was  an  ad  pafled 
every  feflTion  after  the  grants  for  the  ufe  of  the  year  were  made,  by 
which  certain  fums  v^^re  appropriated  to  certain  fcrvices,  and  whidi 
Miniftcrs  were  prohibited  to  convert  to  any  otKbr  purpofe.  WiA 
this  folcmn  a6l  of  parliament,  the  Houfc  furely  could  not  allow  Mi- 
nifters  to  difpenfe.  The  grants  for  the  army,  the  ordnance,  Ac 
clothing,  the  pay  of 'general  and  ftaff  officers,  were  fubjcA  to  the 
diftribution  exprefsly  provided  in  the  aft.  By  a  paper  upon  the 
table,  he  would  ftiew,  that  in  reality  the  aft  had,  in  the  inftances 
enumerated,  been  difrcgarded,  and  that  the  fums  were  not  a^^Ited  to 
the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  voted,  and  in  the  manner  Parfia- 
ment  direfted.  By  an  account  laid  before  the  Houfc  on  the  21ft 
of  April,  it  appeared  that  the  money  iflued  for  the  clothing  of  the 
army  was  not  applied  to  that  purpofe,  and  that  there  was  due  to  fe- 
Veral  colpnels  or  commanding  officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces  the 
fum  of  644,1061.  7s.  6d.  for  net  ofF-rcckonings  and  clothing  for 
the  years  1794  and  1795,.  and  the  fum  of  146,9001.  12s.  4d. 
to  general  and  ftaff  officers,  for  1 793,"  1794>  and  1795,  and  the 
fum  of  ;J4,3I31.  13s.  3d.  to  governors  and  lieutenant -govcmore 
for  the  years  1794  and  I795>  though  thefe  fums  were  ftriftly  ap- 
propriated by  aft  of  parliament.  It  alfo  appeared  from  the  ac- 
count alluded  to,  that  the  fum  of  31,056!.  3d.  due  to  the  general 
and  ftaff  officers  of  His  Majcfty's  forces,  for  the  year  1794,  was 
paid  out  of  the  grants  made  for  the  year  1796.  There  was  the 
aft  of  appropriation,  ftriftly  regulating  the  diftribution  of  thefc  fums, 
and  here  was  the  account,  (hewing  that  the  money  was  not  applied 
to  its  proper  purpofe,  nor  was  any  account  whatever  given  of  die 
manner  in  which  it  was  applied.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
very  eafy  for  Minifters  to  make  a  defence  againft  a  charge' fo  clear, 
and  refting  on  foundations  fo  indifputable.  For  their  conduft  in 
violating  the  law  of  the  land  In  fo  notorious  a  manner,  he  did  not 
think  they  could  plead  either  convenience  or  neceffity ;  bccaafc,  if 
neceflity  had  forced  them*  to  fuch  a  meafure,  it  was  their  duty  to 
have  come  and  craved  a  bill  of  indemnity  for  the  violadon  of  the 
law  in  an  inftance  which  ncceffity  demanded.     Then,  howcyer, 
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the  law  would  have  been  vindicated,  and  the  Conftitution  favcd 
from  thofe  new  principles  which  threaten  to  overthrow  it ;  and 
Minifters,   had  their  conducS  been  pure  and  honeft,  would  have 
experienced  that  indulgence  which,  on  fuch  occafions,   the  Houfc 
was  accuftoraed  to  bcftow.    Inftead  of  candidly  acknowledging  that 
they  had  departed  trom  the  form  prcfcribed  by  the  law,  they  aggra- 
vated the  guilt  of  that  violation,  by  producing  a  falfe  account  of  the 
didribution  of  thefe  fums,  and  by  endeavouring  to  miflcad  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  and  to  conceal  their  own  mifcondud^.      It  might  be 
urged  in  defence,  that  all  former  adminiftrations  had  followed  the 
praSice,  and  that  they  were  juftified  by  uniform  precedent.     That 
the  pernicious  pradiice  of  extending  the  public  expence  beyond  the 
fums  voted  upon  eftimate,  had  fomctimes  prevailed,  was  true,  but 
not  without  the  reprehenfion  of  Parliament.      In  the  year  1 7 1 1 ,  by 
a  refolution  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  the  practice  was  reprobated 
as  an  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  Houfe,  and  as  a  meafure  highly 
unconftitutional,  and  any  mifapplication  of  appropriated  fums  was 
fiated  to  be  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons.   It  was 
liaid^   however,  that  extraordinaries  were  unavoidable  ;  but  if  the 
propofition  was  to  be  admitted,  it  was  to  be  qualified  by  the  degree 
in  which  they  were  really  neceflary.     When  a  fair  account  of  pad 
cxpences  was  ilated,  and  a  tolerable  edimate  formed  of  future  fer- 
vices,  the  neceflity  of  extraordinaries  would  in  a  great  meafure  be 
fuperfeded.     He  would  aik,  whether  the  Minifter,  to  whom  the 
Houfe  was  fo  unboundedly  liberal  in  granting  fupplies,  with  a  vote^ 
of  credit  to  the  amount  of  2,500,0001.  might  not  have  made  fuch 
an  eftimate  of  the  demands  of  the  public  fervice,  as  would  have 
left  little  to  be  anfwered  by  extraordinary  expences  ?     The  fum 
required  for  extraordinaries  was  not  only  in  itfelf  neceflarily  limited 
by  the  degree  in  which  good  management  and  prudent  forefight 
would  require  it,  but  alfoby  the  precedents  of  former  times.      In 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when  the  army  was  conduced  by  a  per- 
fbn  not  much  di(lingui(hcd  for  economy,  and  with  a  continental 
war  very  wide  and  expenfive,  the  extraordinaries  fcarce  exceeded 
the  fum  of  200,000!.;  then  had  not  the  pradlicc  of  extravagant 
charges  on  the  head  of  extraordinaries  been  extended  of  late  with- 
out confent  of  Parliament  ?     A  perfon  of  high  credit  (Mr.  Hatfell) 
coolly  reflcdting  upon  the  fubjcdl  in  his  clofet,  fays,  in  his  book  of 
Precedents,  that  during  the  American  war  nothing  could  exceed  the 
negligence  of  the  Houfe  in  not  limiting  the  fums  charged  under  the 
head  of  extraordinaries.     Yet,  however  refpe^ablc  this  authority 
might  be,  he  would  produce  ftill  higher,  that  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Houfe  appointed  to  invefligate  the  public  ac- 
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counts".  In  1782,  the  Comnf^iltec  ftated  the  fums  for  cxtraordi- 
naries  as  extravagant  beyond  necefllty;  and  comparing  the  difFcrcnt 
circumftances  of  both  periods,  there  was  nothing  in  the  prcfcnt  that 
could  require  a  higher  fum  for  extraordinar}'  fcrvices.  But  the  prac- 
tice of  charging  extravagant  funis  on  this  head  was  arraigned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  at  the  end  of  the  American  war, 
with  the  utmoft  feverity  ;  yet  now  his  adherents  were  forced  to  de- 
fend him  upon  thofe  precedents  which  he  had  fo  vehemently  re- 
probated, the  extravagance  of  whi^h  had  been  fo  far  furpaffed  during 
his  adminiftration.  A  defence  like  this,  however,  would  little 
avail  with  the  Houfe  : — a'Miniffcr  who  was  ufhered  into  the  con- 
du6t  of  public  affairs  as  the  hope  of  the  nation — as  the  reformer  of 
abufes — as  the  declared  foe  of  the  fyftem  to  which  he  fucccedcd  !— 
But,  it  was  faid,  that  money  muft  fometimes  be  taken  from  the 
eftimated  fervices,  to  be  applied  to  urgent  fcrvices.  This  juftifi- 
cation,  however,  only  amounted  to  this — that  when  money  was 
fo  diverted,  it  was  neceflary  to  come  forward  and  apply,  to  the 
arrears  fo  incurred,  die  e v. ti.' ordinaries  of  the  next  year.  But,  in 
the  prcfcnt  inftance,  the  original  deviation  from  the  rule  had  not 
been  atoned  for  even  in  tils  nrinncr  ;  for,  it  appeared  from  the 
account  on  the  table,  that  gici*^  Uims  were  ftill  due  to  general 
and  ftafF  offioers  ^r.:i  .governors  of  garrifons,  for  the  year  1794.— 
Upon  the  principle  of  the  jurtlfication  pleaded,  thefe  fums  (hould 
have  been  defrayed  by  the  extmordinaries  of  next  year.  It  was  to 
•be  feen  likewile,  whether  the  fame  thing  had  not  occurred  in  the 
year  1795.  By  papers  upon  the  table  it  appeared,  that  up  to  the 
2ift  of  April,  1796,  for  the  quarter  preceding,  eight  millions  of 
the  grants  of  the  current  year  had  been  expended  ;  and  dill  thcfc 
arrears  remained  due. up  to  the  prcfent  period. 

There  could  be  no  juftification  of  the  violation  of  the  law  of 
which  Miniftcrs  had  been  guilty,  but  the  moft  imperious  public  nc- 
ceflit)' ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  fhould  have  atoned  for  the  illega- 
lity of  their  condudl  by  putting  themfclves  on  the  candour  of  the 
Houfe,  and  fceking  a  bill  of  indemnity.  As,  therefore,  the  defence 
of  Miniftcrs  for  the  mifapplication  of  the  fums  appropriated  by  aft 
of  parliament  was  not  valid,  upon  their  own  principles,  he  wduM, 
on  this  head,  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  following  refolutions  : 

Rcfolvcd  I.  That  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumftances,  it  is  the 
indifpenidble  dut)  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  vigilantly  to  fupcrintcnd 
the  cT.pcnditure  of  the  public  money,  and  (lri£tly  to  inquire  info  the  ap- 
plication v{  the  L, rant*  made  by  Parliament  to  the  fcrvicc  for  which  rhcy 
nave  been  voted. 

Rcfolved  II,  That  by  an  ad  pafTed  in  cveiy  feffion  of  parliament,  the 
pni  licalar  fums  granted  for  each  particular  fervicc  arc  fpecifiedy  and  the 
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money  that  (hall  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  is  appropriated  to  their  dif- 
charge ;  and  that  it  is  ftri£lly  directed  that  fuch  aids  and  fupplies  fhall  not 
be  applied  to  any  ufc,  intent,  or  purpofe  whatever,  other  than  the  ufes 
amd  purpofcs  mentioned  in  the  faid  ^6k. 

Refoly^d  III.  That  it  appears  from  an  account  prcfentcd  to  this 
Houfe  en  the  21  ft  of  April,  1 796,  that  the  fum  of  644,106!.  7s.  gd,  was 
then  due  to  the  fev^ral  colonels  or  >commanding  officers  of  His  Majeily'g 
forces,  for  net  off- reck v>nings  and  cloihing  for  the  years  1794  and  1705, 
although,  by  a«^s  palled  in  1794  and  1795,  n^oney  was  granted  to  dif- 
charge  the  fame  ;  and  although  the  faid  a6ls  direct  that  the  money  fo 
granted  (hall  be  applied  in  difchargc  of  the  fame,  and  not  otherwifc. 

Refolvcd  IV.  That  it  appears  from  an  account  prcfented  to  this  Houfe 
on  the  2  id  of  April,  1 796,  that  the  fum  of  146,9001.'  12s.  4d.  is  now  due 
to  the  general  andftaff  oflScers  of  His  Majefly's  forces  for  the  years  >i  793, 
1794,  and  1795?  although,  by  a<2s  paflcd  in  the  faid  years,  money  was 
granted  for  payment  of  the  faid  fum  ;  and  although  the  faid  a6ts  direct 
that  the  faid  money  fo  granted  fiiall  be  applied  in  difcbarge  of  the  faid 
fum,  and  not  otherwifc. 

Rcfolved  V.  That  it  appears  from  an  account  prefented  to  this  Houfe 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the  fum  of  34,3131.  135.  3d.  is  now  due 
to  the  feveral  governors,  lieutenant-governors,  and  other  officers  of  His 
Majedy's  forces  and  garrifons,  in  Great  Britain  and  parts  beyond  feas, 
for  the  years  1794  and  i795»  although,  by  a6ls  pafTed  inihe  faid  years, 
money  was  granted  for  difcharging  the  faid  fum ;  and  although  the  faid 
a£ts  direct  that  the  money  fo  granted  iliall  be  applied  in  difcharging  of  the 
fame,  and  not  otherwife. 

Refolved  VI.  That  it  appears  from  an  account  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
on  the  aid  of  April,  T796,  that  the  fum  of  31,0561.  3d.  due  to  the  gene- 
ral and  ftafl:' officers  of  His  Maicfty's  forces,  for  the  year  1794,  was  paid 
out  of  grants  for  the  year  1790,  although,  by  an  a6k  paifed  in  1794,  mo- 
ney was  granted  for  difcharging  the  faid  fum ;  and  although  the  faid  SL6k 
dire<^s  that  the  faid  money  fo  granted  fhall  b^  applied  in  difcharging  the 
'ikme,  and  not  otherwife. 

The  next  part  of  the  refolutions  regarded  the  application  of  the 
fums  granted  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1 796,  to  the  arrears  offer- 
vices  in  1794  and  1795.  A  refolutioawas  paffed  in  the  year 
1784,  which  he  wifhcd  to  be  read  at  the  end  of  his  fpecch,  but  at 
prefent  he  would  ftatc  the  fubftance  of  it : — Left  a  diffolution  of 
Parliament,  which  was  expcded,  (hould  take  place  before  the  Aft 
of  Appropriation  was  paffed,  the  Houfe  refolved,  that  any  Minifter 
mifapplying  the  funds,  at  that  time  granted,  (hould  be  guilty  of  a 
high  mifdenf)eanor.  This  refolution  was  confiftcnt  with  the  true 
principles  of  the  Conftitution.  The  application  of  the  grants  of 
1 796  to  retrofpcftive  fervices  was  an  evident  violation  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  Houfe  in  voting  the  fupplies,  and  fell  under  the  refolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  he  had  already  referred  to,  and  the 
original  fault  of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  Miniftefs  had  followed 
up  with  a  ftill  farther  violation  of  the  law.  He  would  therefore, 
ppon  this  point,  move  ttus  refolution  : 
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•  "Refolvcd  VII.  That  it  appears  from  an  account  produced  to  this  Houfc 
on  the  a  ill  of  April,  1796,  that  tlK  fum  of  172,100!,  due  for  off-reckon- 
ings, to  the  24ih  of  December,  1794,  and  which  rem:iined  due  on  the 
2ift  of  January,  1796,  was  difcharged  out  of  the  vote  of  credit  granted 
for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  defraying  expcnccslhat  may  occur  in  1796. 
By  an  ad  pafled  in  1794,  money  was  granted  for  difcharging"'the  laid 
fum  ;  and  although  the  fald  a6l  dircds  that  the  money  fo  granted  (hall 
\)c  applied  iu  difcharge  of  the  fame,  and  not  othenvife. 

• 

But  there  had  been  other  afts,  befides  thofe  mentioned,  equally 
violated.     In  1782,  in  compliance  with  many  petitions  for  Re- 
form, a  dcfign  of  Reform  was  taken  up,  he  hoped  not  merely  to 
amufe  the  country,  but  a  ferious  plan  of  reform  was  fuggcfted,  cfpc- 
cially  in  the  public  offices  ;  for  this  purpofe  an  a(S  was  pafled  for 
regulating  the  ofEce  of  Pay-maftcr  General  of  the  forces,  which, 
bemg  found  inefficient  from  fome  defect  in  its  conflrudion,  was  re- 
pealed, and  a  new  one  for  the  fame"  purpofe,  and  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple, was  pafled  under  the  adminiftratioh  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf.     This  act  was  intended  both  to  remedy  the 
evils  arifing  from  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay- 
ma  fter  General,  and  to  fecurc  the  regular  payment  of  the  army ; 
and  this  too  had  been  openly  violated.      In  the  firft  account  of  the 
application  of  the  vote  of  credit  of  1796,  to  which  he  requefled 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Houfe,  the  fum  of  430,0001.  had 
been  iflued  totbc  Pay-mafter  General,  of  which  a  balance  of 
83,3001.  was  ftill  in  his  hands.     The  Houfc  had  been  informed, 
on  a  former  occafion,  that  this  money,  though  ftated  in  the  account, 
was  in  reality  fcnt  to  the  Bank,  where  the  balance  remained.— 
Being  fufpicious  of  the  information  which  Minifters  might  think 
fit  fometimcs  to  give  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  made  inquiries  of  a  pcr- 
fon  very  well  qualified  to  tell  him,  and  he  had  difcovered,  that  in 
reality  the  fum  alluded  to  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Pay- 
mafter  General  himfelf,  and  with  him  the  balance  was  lodged. — 
The  provifions  of  the  Bill  were  explicit.  That  all  fums  iflued  for 
the  payment  of  the  army  rt^ould  be  fent  to  the  Bank,  and  there  paid 
by  drafts  from  the  Pay-maftcr  General,  diftindtly  fpccifying  the 
fervice  in  which  it  was  incurred.     This  provifion  had  not  been  com- 
plied with,  for  the  money  had  been  firft  iflTued  into  the  hands  of  the 
Pavrmaftcr  General  himfelf,  and  with  him  the  balance  remained. 
Such  was  the  fact.     And  as  the  conclufions  were  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire argument,  there  he  would  leave  it  for  the  determination  of  the 
Houfc.      With  regard  to  the  accumulation  of  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Pay-maftcr  General,  the  act  provided  tliat  the  fums  appro- 
priated to  the  clothing  pf  the  army  fliould  be  iflued  periodically;  yet 
it  was  proved,  by  the  accounts  on  the  table,  that  from  Midfummcr 
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1794,  to  December  1^795,  no  money  was  ifllied  for  this  fcrvice, 
and  part  of  the  arrears  were  difcharged  from  the  fupplies  of  the  cur- 
Tcnt  year.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  the  Minlfter's  defence  to 
his  violation  of  the  account  of  the  Appropriation  Act,  here  he  would 
be  forced  to  recur  to  a  new  ground  of  exculpation.  Since  it  wai 
pafled,  public  affairs  had  been  conduced  by  no  other  Minifter  ;— ^ 
there  was  no  example  to  plead  in  extenuation,  no  precedent  to  fanc- 
tion  this  violation.  Minifters  had,  in  open  defiance  of  the  aft, 
withheld  the  money  from  the  fcrvice  to  which  it  was  dcftined,  and 
endeavoured  to  difchargc  the  arrears  by  the  fupplies  of  the  current 
year,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the  application  of  the  fum 
originally  diverted.  He  would  in  confequence  propofe  the  following 
rcfolutions : 

Refolvcd  VIlI.  That  it  appears  to  thi§  Hoiife,  thatby  an  a£l pafled  ia 
the  23d  year  of  His  Majcfly's  reign,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  of- 
fice of  Pay-mailer  General  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  it  is  cna6tcd,  That 
no  money  for  the  Icrvicc  of  the  army  (hall  be  iflued  from  His  Majefty*! 
Exchequer  to  the  Pay-mafler  General  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  or  fhall 
be  placed  or  dircfled  to  Ipe  placed  in  His  Majefly's  hands  oi^poffeflion  ; 
but  the  fame  fliall  be  ifTued  and  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland,  to  be  placed  to  hia  acqount. 

Rcfolved  IX*  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  from  an  account  produced 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1796,  that,  in  open  contempt  and  defiance  of  the 
faid  a(51,  the  fum  of  4-^0,2001.  has  been  ilFued  dircdtly  to  the  Pay-ma^cr 
General  of  His  Majcily's  forces,  in  Exchequer  bills,  6n  the  rote  ofcl*edit 
for  1796  ;  and  that  a  balance  of  83,300!.  was  remaifiing  unilTued  in  his 
hands  on  the  faid  22d  of  April,  1796. 

Refolved  X.  That  it  farther  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  by  the  faid 
a6t,  the  Pay-maftcr  General  of  His  Majeily's  forces  is  directed  and  re- 
quired to  form  his  memorials  and  rcquilitions  to  the  Treafury,  and  to  if- 
fuc  his  drafts  upon  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
upon  the  24th  day  of  Jnne  and  24th  day  of  December  in  every  year,  in 
equal  payments,  to  fuch  pcrfon  or  pcrlons  as  have  a  regular  allignment 
from  thefeveral  colonel>,  lieutenant-colonels,  commiwdants,  majors,  cap- 
tain S-comm«lnd  ant,  and  capfin^,  for  the  monies  appropriated  for  the 
clothing  of  the  non-commiflioned  ofRcers  and  private  men  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  regular  forces. 

Kcfolved  XI.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  fumsof  monej 
appropriated  for  the  clothing  of  His  Majefty's  regular  forces,  and  whicl^ 
according  to  the  provifions  of  the  faid  act,  ought  to  have  been  iffucd  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1794,  the  24th  of  June  and  24th  of  Dec«mbcp^ 
179^5,  ^^^  been  directed  to  other  purpofes,  and  flill  remained  dueon  thfe 
ill  of  January,  1796^  in  open  contempt  and  defiance  01  the  faid  a6l. 

With  regard  to  the  difpofition  paper,  which  was  the  laft  topic 
on  which  he  would  touch,  the  pra6\ice  of  laying  brfore  the  Houfe 
fuch  a  document  hnd  ongi.isted  in  the  cxtravag mt  reign  of  Chnrles 
IL  and  had  been  adopted  and  efiaburticd  at  thv  revolution,  when 
our  liberties  wcre^aHcrted  srnd  vindicated,  it  was  iptendcd  as  a  i:eal 
account  for  the  information  of  Parliament  how  the  fupplies  were 


1      •  ^ 

\  6x6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commok*. 

■  employed.     This  paper^    he  now  arraigned  as  completely  fclfc 

)  It  might  be  fiiid  by  the  Minider,  that  his  predeceflbrs  had  not  been 

very  careful  to  render  this^paper  an  cxa<^  account  of  the  application 
of  the  public  money.  This  was  at  all  times  a  bad  defence  ;  but 
what  was  the  Houfe  to  think  of  the  prefent  Minifter,  reforting  as  a 
juftification  to  precedents  which  he  had  been  the  foremoft  to  con- 
demn, and/abiifes  which  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to  redrefs?  The 
paper  ftated  that  the  fums  voted  for  the  army,  clpathingi  ftafF,  &c. 
had  been  ilTued  and  applied,  when  none  had  in  reality  been  iffued, 
and  when  that  branch  of  the  fervice  was  ftill  in  arrear.  The  Houfc 
indeed  might  be  told  that  this  paper  was  merely  a  form ;  that  it 
only  contained  an  account  of  the  fums  iflTucd  from  the  Exchequer ; 
and  that  under  this  form  the  Paymafter  General  received  from  the 
Treafury  the  fums  required  ;  but  were  they  tamely  to  acouiefce  in 
fuch  a  defence  ?  would  they  permit  the  Minifter  to  apply  the  public 
inoney  as  he  thought  proper,  in  defiance  of  foletnn  cna£lments  of 
the  Legiflature,  or  that  he  fliould  abolilh  the  regulations  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  Conftitution  had  deemed  neceffary  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  vigour  of  its  principles,  and  fecure  the  purity  of  Its  admi- 
niftration  ?  Inftead  of  thus  infulting  the  underftanding  of  the  Houfe, 
inftead  of  impofing  upon  them  a  falfe  and  fraudulent  account,  the 
Minifter  (hould  have  made  atonement  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion, had  neceflity  driven  him  from  the  ftrid  line  of  condud  which 
it  prefcribed,  and  by  a  bill  of  indemnity  fatisfied  the  demands  of 
its  violated  laws.     He  would  therefore  move  his  laft  refolutions — 

Refolved  XII*  That  it  appears,  that  an  iccount  is  annually  prefented 
to  this  Houfe,  ihewing  how  the  money  granted  for  the  fervice  ot  the  pre- 
ceding year  has  been  difpofed  of,  diftinguifhed  under  the  feveral  heads, 
and  the  parts  remaining  unfatisfied,  with  the  deficiency  thereupon. 

Refolved  XIII.  That  fuch  account  was  intended  to  be,  what  in  its  title 
it  profefles  to  be,  a  real  account,  (hewing  how  the  money  given  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  had  a^ually  been  difpofed  of,  in  order  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  might  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  public  expenditure, 
and  fatisfy  themfelves  as  to  the  application  of  the  money  voted  to  thofe 
fervices  for  which  it  had  been  granted  by  them. 

Refolved  XIV.  That  an  account  of  the  above  defcriptiou  has  been  pre- 
fented  to  this  Houfe  in  each  of  the  years,  1794*  if 95b  aJ^d  17969  in 
which  the  money  mnted  for  the  fervices  of  each  year  is  ftated  to  have 
been  applied  to  the  fervices  for  which  it  was  voted  by  Parliament,  although 
it  now  appears,  from  accounts  fince  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
fums  of  644, 1 06I.  granted  for  off-reckonings  for  the  years  1 794  and  1 795 ; 
the  fum  of  146,9001.  granted  for  the  pay  of  the  General  and  Staff 
Officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces  for  17939  V794»  ^<^d  17^5;  the  fam 
of  34,3 1 3I.  granted  for  the  pay  of  the  feveral  Governors,  lacutcnant-Go- 
vernors,  and  other  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces  in  Great  Britain  and 


parts  beyond  feast  for  the  years  1794  and  17959  and  fcvecally  ftated  t« 
have  been  difpofed  of  fot  tljofc  fervices,  ftill  reroaii 


remain  unfatbfied. 
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Refirfved  XV.  That,  in  die  inifauicet  above  neDiicmed*  tBa  Mijeft^> 
Mintften  have  been  guilty  of  prefeoting  falfe  accountt.  calculated  to  roif* 
lead  the  judgement  of  this  Houfe,  of  a  flagrant  violation  of  various  a£b 
of  Padtainent.  and  of  a  groft  mtlapplication  of  the  public  money* 

Here  then  he  would  at  prefent  leave  the  confideration  of  the  futv 
Jc6t.  He  had  laid  before  the  Hdufe  an  important  cafe  for  their  dt- 
cifion.  They  were  now.  to  determine  whether  they  would  enforce 
Che  adte  of  appropriation  of  the  public  revenue  to  its  proper  ferviccy 
and  pircferve  the  fpirit  of  their  laws  in  the  ftridlncfs  of  their  applU 
cation,  or  allow -the  difpenfing  power  of  a  Minifler  to  fuperfedc  the 
authority  of  the  law,  and  the  difcretion  of  the  Executive  Power  tu 
fupplant  the  wifdom  of  the  Conftitution. 

The  SPEAKER  having  rrad  the  firft  refolution,' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  felt  a  confiderable  degree 
of  fatis&dion  at  the  refolutions  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
then  brought  forwaVd,  and  on  which  he  had  grounded  fpecific 
chaig^  againft  His  Majelfy*s  Minifters.     He  was  happy  at  being 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  difcofling  regularly  and  precifelyi  certain 
topics  which  had  been  loofely  thrown  out  at  other  titnes,  when  bu- 
linefs  of  great  importance  prefled  upon^the  attention  of  the  Houfe. 
However  (Irong  the  points  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
urged — however  ftrong  the  cafe  which  he  had  put — he  ftill  hoped 
that  he  (hould  prove  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  fatis* 
fiidion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  and  to  that  of  his 
friends ;  that  conceding  to  him  as  much  as^lie  (hould  afterwards  ftate 
of  the  principle,  conceding  aUb  mod  of  the  fadts — ftill  he  (hould  be 
aUe  to  prove,  that  it  would  be  impofTible  fur  him,  or  for  the  Houfe 
Co  draw  that  conclufion,  which  he  had  then  drawn,  and  which  he 
had  propofed  to  the  Houfe  to  draw,  by  his  prefent  refolutions ;  and 
what  might  feem,  perhaps,  a  little  (tngular,  he  contended,   thaC 
even  though  the  principle  (hould  be  contidered,  prima  faciei  juft, 
yet  the  Houfe  could  not,  with  common  }uRice,  or  with  common 
fiiimefs,  vote  the  refolutions  propofed.     If  the  refolutions  ftated  an 
indifputahle  truth,  the  queftion  then  would  he,  whether  it  were  ex- 
pedient to  record  that  truth.     The  refolutions  aflertcd  that  it  was 
che  duty  of  the  Houfe  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumftances,  to 
inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money ;  fo  far  he  would 
fubfcribe  to  the  principte;  but  when  it  was  dated  that  it  was  its  duty 
AirieHy  to  enforce  the  application  of  public  money,  according  to  the 
-limits  of  the  a£t  of  Appropriation,  he  maintained  that  the  Houfe 
could  not  cenfure  MiniAers  from  a  retrofpet^ive  view  of  that  aft, 
without  doing  the  greateft  a£t  of  injuftice  that  ever  was  committed. 
Having  premUed  lb  much^  he  woidd  endeavour  to  follow  the  ho- 
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neiitabte  gentleman's  arrangement,   and  defend  hirofetf  from  the 
difFercnt  charges  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made.     He  al- 
N  lowed  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made  his  (latementSy  gc* 
nerally,  with  great  accuracy  ;  he  did  not  make  an  exception  to  the 
.fads;  he  differed  only  as  to  the  conclufions  which  be  drew  from 
them.    With  refpc£l  to  the  acl  of  Appropriation,  on  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  bad  dwelt,  he  agreed  that  it  contained  a  very 
ftrong  claufe,  which  paffed  every  year,  and  which  enjoined,  "  that 
.  no  money  granted  by  Parliament  ftjould  be  applied  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe  than  that  for  which  it  had  been  granted."     He  agreed  that  the 
^  z6\  of  Appropriation  did  apply,  in  binding  and  fpecific  terms,  to  the 
regulation  of  the  payment  of  navy  and  army  fervices ;  of  t^e  navy, 
by  dating  its  fervices  under  the  head  of  a  general  fund ;  of  the  army, 
,  under  various  and  didin<5l  heads,    ^'  fo  much  for  guards  and  gvri- 
fons,  fo  much  for  plantations,  Chelfea,  &c.  &c."     He  admitted 
alfo^  that  His  Majcdy's  Miniders)  in  the  management  and  pay- 
ment of  army  fervices,  did  not  attend  to  the  minute  fub-divifions 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  aS  of  Appropriation ;  they  only  gene- . 
.  rally  took  care,  that  no  more  (hould  be  iifued  for  the  army  out  of 
the  fupplies  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  than  the  total  amount  of  the 
fum  for  which  general  credit  had  been  given.     That  this  was  a  de- 
viation from  the  ftridl  letter  of  that  law  he  s^dmitted ;  it  was  a 
.  deviation  in  the  particular  fub-divifions  of  army  fervices.     But 
.  gentlemen  (hould  recolledt  a  fadt,  for  which  he  oontended,  that 
that  adl  had  been  prccifely  in  the  fame  form,  in  the  laft  and  pre- 
Xcnt  year,  and  in  every  year  fince  he  came  into  office,  in  which  it 
had  pafTed  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  and  in  which  it  had  continued 
down  to  the  prefent  day.     They  ihould  recoiled,  that  fomethingof 
a  fimilar  nature,  though  not  precifely  the  fame,  cxifted  in  the  reign 
of  King  William ;  and  that  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Qiieen  Anne,  it 
was  deviated  from  in  as  (Irong  a  degree,  in  regard  to  the  principle, 
as  diuring  the  prefent  war.     This  had  been  mentioned  by  a  very  re- 
fpedable  authority,    the  Author  of  the  Precedents  of  Parliament, 
and  by  him  in  a  great  meafure  juftified,  bccaufe  the  nation  was  then 
engaged  in  a  war  of  great  extent,  with  fervices  in  all  pafts  of  the 
.globe ;  and  it  was  impolTible  to  forefee  what  might  be  the  amount 
of  all  the  various  expenccs.     The  queftion  then,  which  the  HcMife 
had  to  confider  at  prefent,  was,  whether  it  followed,  from  the  par- 
ticular breach  of  the  act,  which  he  had  admitted  to  have  taken  place 
in  certain  inftances;  whether,  in  deviating  from  its  exprefs  provi* 
iions  to  that  extent,  the  prefent  Minifters  dcfcrved  the  impuCttion 
of  criminality  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated ;    and 
whether  their  conduct  called .  fyr  and  juflifi^  the  cenfure  of  the 
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HouTe  ?  Undoubtedly,  everv  deviation  from  an  nf)  of  Parliament 
was  frlma facie  criminal ;  but  it  did  not  follow  thnt  there  was  no  ex- 
cofe,  'palliation,  or  jufiiricntion  of  tli<^  dcvintion  from  the  law.  Jt 
wa*;,  he  faid,  an  eafy  talk  to  m:ikc  a  charge  of  the  prcfait  nature. 
It  was  only  neccffarv  for  a  f^cnrlcman  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfc  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  when  the  d/cviation  from  it 
ihould  be  admitted,  he  rright  immediately  procrcd  to  condemnation ; 
but  furely  the  honourahlc  gentleman  would  allow  the  per  funs  charged 
to  ailv,  whether  the  deviation  were  wanton,  or  arofe  from  neceffit)'? 
Secondly,  if  the  deviation  were  new  and  iinj)rcccdcnted,  or  whether 
it  were  founded  on  ancient  practice  r  Or  tliirdly,  \*h ether  it  were 
clandcl^ine,  or  done  with  an  intent  to  deceive  the  Hoiifc  ;  or  whc* 
ther  it  was  bn>ii^ht  under  its  norice,  and  fandioned  bv  itsdecifions  ? 
He  would,  he  faid,  firlt  confider  the  ncccffity  of  the  cafe :  he  fimnd 
it  had  be^n  admitted,  that  fome  extraordinaries  could  not  be  avoided ' 
in  time  of  war^  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  qucf- 
tion  was  only  as  to  the  degree  ;  but  if  there  was  ever  a  time  when  ex- 
traordinaries were  allowable  to  a  large  extent,  it  muft  be  in  fo  cx- 
tenfive  a  war  as  the  prcfcnt.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  comparative  ex- 
tent of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  prefent  war  with  thofe  of  former 
war^  that  he  faid  he  would  come,  to  flate  afterwards  ;  he  did  not 
find  it  neccffary  to  mention  it  on  the  qucftion  of  principle.  But  if 
it  were  allowed  that  extraordinaries  were  ever  neccffary,  he  would 
not  wi(h  for  any  other  jury  than  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofilion  tQ 
judge  him ;  nay,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion were  called  as  a  Juryman,  he  (liould  not  challenge  him.  If 
extraordinary  fervices  were  unavoidably  necciTary  to  be  incurred  in 
the  courfe  of  a- war,  and  fuch  as  from  their  nuture  could  not  be  pro- 
vided* for,  nor  forefeen  in  their  amount  Ror  in  their  time  \  they 
muO,  when  they  were  performed,  be  paid  ;  how  then  was  the 
money  to  be  paid,  but  by  withholding  fome  of  the  payments  of  the 
fervices  regularly  cftimatrd  and  voted  for,  v  hich,  according  to  thd 
^ti€X  a(fl  of  Appropriatiorv,  ought  to  have  been  applied  to  the  parti* 
cular  fervices  only  for  which  they  were  voted  r  This  \\.is  fimply 
the  whole  of  the  cafe,  as  farasitrelatedto  thcpiinciple  ;  and  from 
the  time  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  a  full  century,  there 
had  not  been  a  year  of  war  in  which  extraordinary-  expcncts  had 
not  been  incurred,  which  had  not  been  prcvipiifly  provided*  for  by 
Parliament ;  nay  more,  for  near  half  a  century  paft,  here  had  not 
btcn  one  year  of  peace  in  which  extraordinaries  had  not  been  paid, 
and  by  that  means  theadt  of  Appropriation  violated.  WiihrefpcA, 
thefe&xty  to  principle  and  neceflity,  he  had  not  much  farther  t ) 
vir|p  ^  if  it  were  p}lfible  tp  have  only, as  finsiU  extraordinsiTics  as  tho(^ 
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of  fcrmcf  timet:   if  it  w<5rc  poffiblc  to  bxvc^  no  extnerdiniiks  it 
til,  in  time  of  peace,  Aill  it  wns  impoffible  that  a  cafe  couM  be 
piifi  in  time  of  v/zr,   when  the  public  fervice  could  be  vMrly  or 
prudently  conduced  confirtcntly  with  the  ftri^  letter  of  the  aft  of 
Appropriation.    If  gentlemen  would  for  a  moment  confidcr  the  uil* 
fCTtain  events  and  operations  of  war,  the  different  views  of  poliqf 
zriCif)!^  from  clrcumftanccs  daily  changing  in  the  courfc  of  a  year ; 
if  they  would  confidcr  that  it  might  be  fomcttmes  neceifary  to  main- 
tain perhaps  a  large  army  on  the  continent,  whidi  before  the  end 
of  the  year  it  might  be  advifeafote  to  fend  to  the  immediate  defence 
of  our  plantations;  ^nd  ifgentlemen  would  alfo  confidcr  that  the 
fame  army  in  different  (ituations  was  placed  under  fcparate  and  dif- 
tiftSt  heads  of  fervice,  apportioned  and  limited  in  the  Appropriation 
adiy  **  fo  much  for  guards  and  garrifons,  and  fp  rniKh  for  planta- 
tions ;'*  under  fuch  circumftances,  and  with  a  comprehcnfive  and 
juft  view  of  the  fubje£^>  gentlemen  muft  confefs,  that  it  would  but 
ill  accord  with  the  public  fervice  to  fetter  the  operations  of  the  year 
to  the  {\n&  letter  of  the  ad,  paffcd  at  a  time  ifhtn^  wkhout  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy,  it  would  be  impofSble  to  judge  procifely  4»f  4he 
pToper  limitations,   .  It  would  be  neccffary  the*  to  increafe  the  fum 
allotted  for  plantations ;  for  if  the  foldicrs  were  fent,  they  mofi  b« 
provided  for  and  paid,  and  it  was  almoft  fuperfluous  for  him  to  afk 
the  queftions,  could  Miniilcrspay  them  without  negledtng  a  literal 
adherence  to  the  a  A  of  Appropriation?  and  would  it  beany  thing 
fitort  of  neceflTity  to  the  public  fervice,  that  the  ad  ibouM  be  tUfpcnTcd 
with?     Thus,   then,  he  had  already  ftated  thepradticc;  he  had 
iaid,  that  in  years  of  peace/  univerfally  for  half  the  prefent  century, 
and  in  years  of  war,  occafionally  during  the  whole  of  the  century, 
extraordinaries  had  been  incurred.     He  was  willing  to  allow  that 
the  pradice  exiiled  formerly  with  refped  to  fums  far  (hort,  but 
however,  in  fums  not  fo  fmall  as  the  honourable  gentleman  ibted, 
for,  inOead  of  2oo,oool.  which  he  had  (tated  to  be  the  utmcrfl  esctent, 
he  would  find,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  between  300,000!.  and  400,0001.  had  been  incurred  in 
the  article  of  extraordinaries  of  the  army ;  but  even  taking  it  at  the 
honouiable  gentleman^s  ftatement,  it  was  fufHcient  to  give  him  Ae 
benefit  of  pleading  precedent  in  juftification.     In  the  war  of  1 740 
and  1 74i>  which  terminated  in  the  peace  of  Aix-la»ChapeUe,  ex- 
traordinaries had  been  alfo  incurred  to  a  great  amount.     In  die 
German  war  they  had  confiderably  increafed  ;  and  in  the  American 
war,  fo  recent  in  the  recoUcdion  of  this  country,  .that  line  of  fervice 
had  increafed  to  a  much  lai^er  extent  than  it  had  ever  done  befiivc. 
But  although  the  fum  of  30O1O00L  or  400,000!.  may  noc»  in  a 
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comparafive  fcalt  with  Ac  amount  of  the  extraordioarite  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  war»  appear  large ;  yet  if  gentlemen  would  take  into  the  ac* 
count  die  comparative  value  of  money  in  thofe  times,  when  coiv- 
crafted  with  its  prefcnt  value»  the  Houfe  would  perceive  that  there 
was  femething  more  to  be  deduced  than  mere  precedent,  and  that  the 
prefcnt  extraordinaries  might  be  juftified  alio  by  the  comparative 
amount  of  thofc  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  During  the  Admi- 
ntftration  of  a  man  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  would  certainly 
not  olijcA  againfty  a  man  of  p^iblic  fpirit  and  pure  patriocifm — dur« 
ing  the  Adminifhation  of  Mr.  Pelham— when  the  finances  of  the 
war  were  dtre£ted  by  a  perfon  who  had  been  trained  for  other  greats 
eminent,  and  important  fiatiofu,  who  filled  with  honour,  dignity, 
and  leipefi  the  chair  of  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  it 
would  tie  found  tluit  during  his  Adminifhatbn,  the  expcnces  were 
paid  in  a  way  different  from  that  which  was  exprefsly  mentioned  in 
the  aA  of  Appropriation,  and  the  Minifters  of  that  day  were  equally 
joftified  by  the.neceflity  of  the  public  fcrvice.  But  he  did  not  wiih 
to  reft' upon  the  filent  acquiefcence  of  Parliament  in  the  pradice  of 
negleding  the  letter  of  the  aA  fo  often  mentioned :  diere  occurred  a 
marked  and  particular  inftarxre  in  which  he  had  the  recorded  judge* 
ment  of  Parlbment  on  that  fubje£l.  "  The  Members  of  the  Adml- 
niffaation  of  that  day  had  a  vote  of  cenfurc  propofed  againft  them 
for  the  paymcrtf  of  an  extraordinary  fcrvice,  and  the  vote  was  pro* 
pofed  in  terms  not  very  different  from  the  refolutions  propofed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  prefent  day.  On  the  1 9th  of 
March  i743>  during  the  Adnrltniftration  of  Lord  Wilmington^ 
notice  was  taken  in  the  account  of  extraordinaries,  of  a  fum  to  the^ 
amount  of  4o,oool.  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  the  Auftrian  troops 
-in  motion,  under  the  command  of  the  Due  d*Henbcrg.  In  the 
nxxipn  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  it  ivas  Aatcd  as  *'  a  dangerous  mif- 
application  of  the  public  money,  and  deftru^i  ve  of  the  rights  of  Par« 
liament,^'  the  merits  of  the  motion  were  not  then  decided  on,  for 
the  previous  queftion  was  moved  arid  carried  on  a  divifion ;  but  the 
papers  were  produced  to  prove  the  importance  of  the  fervices  per- 
formed ;  and  on  the  x  oth  of  April  x  744,  [Vide  Debrett*s  Debates 
firom  ,X7>3  to  17 74,  Vol.  I.  page  369.]  the  motion  was  again 
urged,  and  it  was  amended  by  leaving  out  the  words  before  ftated, 
'<  a  dangerous  mifapplication,*'  &c.  and  inferting  in  their  (lead 
/<  neeeflfary  for  putting  the  troops  in  motion,  and  of  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  public  fcrvice."  There  was  then  a  divifion  on  the 
vote  of  di&pprobation,  which  was  n^tived — Ayes,  x  45  -*Nocs, 
359  ;  and|  what  was  rather  whimfical,  the  father  of  the  right  ho* 
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nourable  gentleman  oppofitc  him  (Mr.  ¥0%)  was  the  Tclkr  for  the 
noes.  It  fo  happened,  that  the  pra<5tice  at  the  prcfent  complained  of, 
was  a  praAicti  regularly  flatcd — known  to-  the  Houfc-^ recognized 
by  the  Houfc— and  made  the  foundati<ui.of  -the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfc   for  every  year  ;  the  accounts  of  the  ciitraordinarics  of  the 
army  wer<i  prefented,  and  every  gentleman  who  voted  for  themi 
knew  that  the  a6\  of  Appropriation  of  the  year  before  muft  have  been 
departed  from  in^  the  payment  of  the4Ti,     Would  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  fay,  or  could  they  ever  have^iniagined,  that  the  extraordi- 
nary fervice  could  wait  for  payment  until  the  fubfequcnt  fcfiion  ? 
Extraordinaries,  which  confuled  of  bilU  of  exchange  drawn  fiwn 
abroad,  payable  at  a  certain  time  at  the  c^Cpiration  of  which  they- 
muft  pofitivcly  be  difchargcd.      If,"  therefore,  for  fifty  or  fixty  years 
paft  there  werecxtraordinarics  incurred,  and  incurred  contrary  to  the 
letter  of  the  various  ads  of  approjjriation  which'  had  paffed  in  that 
time ;  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  'becn'fo  fan  a  part}'  to  thofc 
tranfaftions  as  to  fa<£lion  them,  bythetr  votes,  to  make  good  the 
payment  of  thefe  exti^ordinaries,  from  the actefiion  of  Gforge  I.  to* 
that  day,  woMid  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  if  every  (tther 
memba:  in  the  Houfe  was  to  witlKlrawi   and  he  was  fingly  to  de- 
cide upon  the  merits  of  the  queftion,   would  he  deal  out  juftice  to 
the  Miniftcrs  of  the  prcfent  day,  by  condemning  them  for  doing* 
that  which  Parliament  had  conftantly  and  repeatedly  doner   Would 
he  cenfure  Minifters,  and  not  Parliament  ?     Would  he,  inftead 
of  placing  the  charge  upon  the  Honfcj  lay  it  oiTthofe,  who  being 
petfuaded,  from  the  praclice  of  Parliament,  that  they  were  juftificd 
in  their  z(k,  merely  carried  meafures  into  execution  which  were  re- 
peatedly recognized  by  the  Lcgiflature  f      It  might  be  pretended, 
that  formerly  Parliament  gave  only  a  kind  of  negative  aflent ;   but* 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  con fidcred  the' report  of  1782, 
tffSudc  by  the  Committee,  which  ftated  thepfafticeofextraordinaries 
aft  a  grievance  to  the  Houfe,   from  the  time  ot  thnt  rcpiort,  he  had 
stright  toftate,  that  the  Houfe  had  not  then  tacitly  and  indircfily, 
bift  Aite&ly  andexprefsly  by  every  vote  of  cxtraordinarics  from  that 
tittte,  recognized  the  principle  of  that  head  of  public  experKiirure. 
ilhad  alfo  been  the  pradlicc  of  individuals'  confteded    with  the 
honourable  gentleman  (certainly  there  was  an  exception  in  refpo6i 
m  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,    who  had  not  found  it  neccf-* 
fery  as  yet  to  ftatc  to  the  Houfe,  what  he  (hould  think  it  neccifcry 
tp  proprofc  in  laying  on  the  public  burdens,   and  in  regulating  the 
ext^enditure  of  the  different  fervices.)    A  right  honourable  gentleman 
near  him  [Ml:.  Fox),  who  had  onc&been  in  oiBce,  and  now  wade  one 
of  that  formidable  oppofition  ranged  over  againft  him,    knew  foroe- 
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'thing  of  the  pcaii^ioe  of  ektrabidioarics ;  he  did '  not*  inesn  to  ftaCe 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  a  (ituation  ivhieh  made  him 
particularly  refponfible  in  the  que(tion  of  finance ;  but  as  in  the  prc- 
fenc  motion  ^he  honourable  gentleman  thought  fit  to  Qiift  the  chaige 
off  his  (houlders  as  Chancellor  of  the  Escchequer,  and  to  place  It 
conjointly  on  him  and  his  colleagues  in  office,  fo  the  pra£lice,  of 
t^xtraordinariesy  on  the  fame  principle,  would  form  a  charge  againft 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  whilft  in  adminiftration,  though 
he  was  not  ^Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  the  general  words 
.  of  the  prefent  motioni  he  faid  there  was  an  exccfs  of  candour  for 
which  the  honoui^ble  gentleman  was  entitled  to  his  iincerc  thanks,  as 
it  gave  him  a  right  to  bring  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  not  as 
his  judge,  but  as  a  witnefs  to  bear  teftimony  on  his  behalf,  to  prove 
that  in  the  year  1782,  anda  great  part  of  the  year  1783,  whoi  the 
two  pcrfons  were  PaymaAers-General  who  brought  in  the  aEt  rela- 
ing  tothepay-ofEce,  there  were  extraordinaries  totheamount  of  many 
millions  voted  and  paid.  Thus  had  he  a  living  witnefs  of  the 
pradice  in  the  perfon  of  hb  opponents.  But  he  had  one  witnefs 
more  fingular  than  all  the  reft — not  a  living,  fpeaking  authority, 
but  a  dumb — a  dead  one — ^the  authority  he  meant  was  the  ad  of 
Appropriation  itfelf,.  upon  the  letter  of  which  the  gentleman  fcHight 
for  his  condemnition.  Part  of  this  a6t  Vas,  to  make  good  feveral 
millions  of  extraordinaries.  The  aft  of  Appropriation  contained,  he 
Taid,  in  the  body  of  it,  a  (urn  to  make  good  deficlences  ariiing  from 
the  payment  of  extraordinaries,  and  therefore  that  a£t  of  Parlia* 
meat  which  recorded  in  itfelf  the  annual  breach  of  its  own  provH 
(ions,  afibrded  alfo  a  vindication  of  that  pra£\ice  which  was  that 
night  ftated  as  a  crime  in  His  MajeAy's  MiniAers.  Mr.  Pitt  faid» 
.  he  had  not  yet  quite  done  with  ads  of  Parliament  on  that  queftion : 
he  would  recite  in  his  vindication  the  pay-office  ad,  which  was 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Burke  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in 
1782,  and  which  ad  was  afterwards  amended  by  Colonel  Barre. 
The  .Report  had  ilated  that  the  pradice  of  incurring  anny  bxtra- 
ordinaries  ought. to  be  in  future  aboliihed  ;  and  the  ad  of  Parlia- 
iXKnt  ftated  the  precife  time,  and  the  ftnrm  accordingly,  in  which 
the  Paymafter-General  was  to  keep  an  account  of  the  extraordinary 
expences  not  provided  for  by  Parliament.  Thus  had  he  ftated  the 
fecond  ad  of  Parliament,  which  pioved  on  the  hcc  of  it,  that  there 
had  been  extraordinariec.  How  then  did  the  queftion  ftai^d  ?  He 
had  proved  it  to  be  the  pradice  for  above  a  century>  of  Minifters, 
living  and  dead ;  and  reoognifed  by  the  ad  on  which  €he  chaige 
was  founded.  There  was  one  circumftance  which  ftill  remained 
to  be.  ftated*-*he  muft  be  allowed  to  refer  once  more. to  an.  authority, 
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die  fame  mnk  which  he  had  mentioned  before'— Jie  meaftt  diat  on 
the  precedents  of  Parlianienti  which  had  certainly  urged,  in  very 
ihrong  termai  die  objection  to  the  amount  and  principle  of  extra- 
ordinaries.  In  this  work  was  to  be  found  the  following  ^l&ge: 
*<  In  the  commencement  of. the  fcffion,  in  JDecember  r  782,  it  be- 
ing doubtful  whether  the  war  would  continue^  the  Mintfters  did 
not  bring  in  the  army  eftimates  before  the  recefs  at  Chriftmat.— 
The  navy  only  was  intended  to  be  votedj  and  the  land  and  malt 
taxes  to  fupply  the  fcrvice.  But  it  being  found  that  all  the  money 
voted  in  the  former  feiBon,  upon  the  army  account,  h^been  iifued, 
and  that  a  farther  fum  would  be  neceflfary  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence 
of  the  laind  forces  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  met  again  in 
January,  it  was,  upon  nature  confideration  and  oonfultatioa  widi 
the  different  officers  of  the  Treafury  and  the  Exchequer,  jud|gpd 
neceflfary  that  a  fum  fbould  be  voted  upon  the  army  account,  in  order 
to  give  the  Paymafter  of  the  army  a  credit  with  ^e  Exchequer  \  and 
upon  this  ground  the  Secretary  at  War  delivered  in  a  fhort  account 
of  two  months  extraordinaries,  which  were  afterwards  voted,  t» 
endde  the  Paymafier,  during  the  recefs,  to  receive  that  fum  at  the 
Exchequer,  upon  the  account  of  the  army."  HatfeU's  Precedents, 
Vol.  3,  page  152,  &c.  Having  read  dus  paflage,  he  wiflicd,  fac 
£ud,  that  the  Houfe  wouM  take  into  their  view  that  uniformly  re* 
ceivcd  practice,  eflablifhed  by,  and  arifiipg  from,  a  feries  of  tranfae- 
dons  limilar.  That  they  would  confider  that  the  material  part  of 
die  aA  of  Ai^rDpriadon  referred  to  the  extent  of  the  credit  given 
generally  for  the  army,  radier  than  to  the  pardcular  fub*divifions  of 
the  army  fervice  in  its  feparate  heads.  Although  be  admitted  diat 
the  beft  and  undeniable  defence,  was  the  necdfity  of  the  cafe,  yet 
there  were  different  ways  in  which  the  pradice  of  extraordinaries 
had  been  recpgnized.  During  the  firfl  feven  years  after  his  admU 
niilration  commenced,  there  was  no  fubjeA  in  that  Houfe  whidi 
brought, on  more  hoAile  debate  than  the  finances  ;  they  wcredif- 
cuflfed  on  the  lide  of  thofe  who  firft  attacked  his  opinions,  widi 
great  vigilance  and  perfeverance.  In  the  years  1786  and  1791* 
particularly,  debates  arofe  on  the  peace  expenditure,  and  fo  far  wis 
Parliament  from  (hutting  its  eyes  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
that  in  each  of  the  Committees  of  thofe  dmes,  there  was  to  be 
found  an  efHmate  of  their  probable  amount ;  they  were  calculated 
by  one  Committee  to  amount  to  26o,oooL  ;  and ^  by  another,  tt> 
280,0001.  arifing  out  of  the  extraordinaries,  and  not  provided  for 
by  Parliament :  nor  was  there  one  word  2ffin&  die  principle  of 
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thofe  extraordinaries  ever  dated  in  any  one  of  the  debates  to  whidi 
he  alluded^  Indeed  the  Committee  c^  1782  did  notpropcfe  to 
aboli(h  the  principle  of  extraordinaries,  but  it  rec(^ized  it  by  pro- 
pofing  to  limit  it  as  well  as  it  <.'Ould.  It  recommended  in  the  Re- 
port, that  the  Houfe  fhould  endeavour,  with  as  much  accuracy  is 
poflible,  to  have  an  eftimate  of  probable  extraordinatics,  and  to  re- 
gulate the  drafts  of  Governors  abroad,  and  particulary  the  bills  6f 
exchange,  which,  as  he  had  ftated  before,  formed  a  great  article  of 
cxtraodinarics  ;  but  ftill  it  would  be  impoflTible  to  provide  for  every 
particular  cafe.  Minillers  were  only  capable  of  checking  thcfe  drafts « 
and  bills  by  general  regulations  ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  fay, 
that  during  the  prefcnt  war,  ever)' pradiicable  general  regulation 
had  been  eftabliflicd  to  fubmit  bills  of  exchange  to  as  many  checks- 
as  poflible.  Mr.  Grenville  had  formerly  given  inftrudlfons  to  the 
Governors  and  Command'irs  abroad  to  bring  them  under  as  ftridl 
examination  as  poflible,  but  no  eftimate  was  given  in  by  him  of 
probable  extraordinaries.  •  But  the  prefcnt  Adminiftration  went 
farther,  for  they  not  only  adopted  the  beneficial  regulations  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  but  as  much  as  poflible  complied  with  the  fubftance  of 
the  other  mcafure  recommended  by  Colonel  Barre  :  For  he  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  in  the  large  votes  of  credit,  ftated  the  amount  of  proba- 
ble extraordinaries.  He  confefled,  that  in  making  fuch  eftimates, 
every  gentleman  was  liable  to  be  mrftaken  in  his  views  and  calculi* 
tions,  nay,  he  was  forry  to  find  in  a  recent  inftance,  that  he  hAA 
met  in  that  refpcft  with  a  confiderable  difappointmcmt ;  however, 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  muft  unavoidably  be  the  conft- 
quence  when  men  endeavoured  to  make  provifion  beforehand  for 
the  extraordinaries  to  be  incurred.  He  had  heard  it  ftated,  as  oric 
of  the  articles  of  charge  againft  him,  that  he  had  thought  proper 
conftantly  to  propofe  a  vote  of  credit  to  a  greater  amount  than  had 
been  l.itherto  voted  by  Parliament ;  but  what  was  that  but  a  com- 
pliance with  the  regulations  propofed  by  Colonel  Barre  to  endeavour, 
in  proportion  as  there  was  forefcen  a  neccfllty  for  extraordinaries 
to  a  hrge  amount,  to  eftimate  this  propable  amount  ?  He  found  it 
neceflary  to  make  one  obfervation  refpefting  the  bills  of  exchange 
which  he  had  before  mentioned.  Gentlemen  muft  fee  that  they 
were  influenced  entirely  by  the  local  regulations  of  the  various  places 
they  were  drawn  at,  and  that  he  was  not  able  therefore  to  eftimate 
them  with  precifion.  The  charge  therefore  of  not  propofing  full 
eftimates,  amounted  only  to  the  charge  of  having  foiled  where  no 
man  in  his  fenfes  could  pretend  to  be  accurate.  One  principal  caufe 
of  inaccuracy  arofc  from  the  high  price  of  proviflons  ;  which  proved 
two  things, — firft,  that  the  expcnces  were  neceflarily  higher  than 
Vol.  XLV.  4  L 


6a6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Coiimgks. 

in  any  former  war  to  the  fame  extent ;  and  iecpndly,  diat  it  was 
impoflible  to  fofefee  the  evil,  fo  as  to  give  a  corre£k  efitmate  to 
the  public.  The  only  thing  then  that  remained,  was  to  diminiih 
the  extraordinaries  as  far  as  could  be  done,  by  a  moderate  probable 
computation,  and  keep  nothing  wilfully  back  from  the  public.  As 
a  proof  that  he  had ,  done  fo,  he  appealed  to  the  votes  of  credit 
which  he  had  pufhed  to  an  extent  unexampled  in  any  other  Admi- 
luilration.  He  had  endeavoured  to  provide  for  fuch  parts  of  the 
expenditure  as  had  been  forefecn.  The  only  way  in  which  he 
4Could  have  prevented  any  probability  of  deficiency,  would  be,  if  the 
Houfe  bad  thought  proper  to  grant  a  vote  of  credit  fo  much  beyond 
the  amount  of  probable  cxtraordinarie^,  as  to  take  care  that  the  pn>- 
vifion  muft  be  beyond  the  fervice,  and  not  to  leave  it  poQible 
for  the  fcrvice  to  exceed  the  provilion.  But  what  would  be  the 
wifdom  and  policy  of  fuch  a  meafure  ?  If  he  had  gone  to  the  out- 
.iide  of  a  probable  eftimate,  there  would  be  provided  a  dead  fund, 
manifcftly  to  the  injury  of  the  public.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  whilft 
he  appealed  to  the  practice  of  his  predeceffors,  as  a  jufttfication  for 
incurring  cxtraordinaries,  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  they  had 
greatly  exceeded  their  eftimate ;  he  allowed,  that  partly  from  a 
fluAuation  in  the  prices  of  various  articles,  partly  from  the  iropof- 
fibility  of  forfeeing  many  expences  which  he  afterwards  found  it 
necellary  to  incur,  and  partly,  he  was  ready  to  allow,  from  the 
errors  of  his  calculation,  there  were  left  above  the  eftimate  large 
^nd  heavy  extraordinaries,  and  he  not  only  felt  it  himfelf  as  difap- 
pointment,  but  it  might  alfo  be  dated  as  matter  of  difappointment 
to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  public.  He  next  came  to  the  comparifon 
pf  the  amount  of  the  extraordinaries  unprovided  for  by  Parlirmcnt, 
as  incurred  in.  the  prefent  war  and  in  the  American  war.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  declared  them  to  be  greater  than  thofe  of 
any  other  war  that  was  ever  known.  Certainly  the  votcSs  of  credit 
muft  be  dedudVed  from  the  extraordinaries  in  the  prefent  war,  be- 
caufe  they  were  forefeen  and  provided' for  ;  that  formed  a  great  dc- 
fluSion.  The  taxes  were  alfo  funded  beforehand  for  the  loan  of 
Exchequer  bills.  There  was  another  fum  to  be  deducted :  In  the 
calculation  of  the  peace  o(hibIi(hment  by  the  Committee^  he  had 
already  mentioned  that  280,000!.  was  the  fum  rmmed  as  the  pro- 
bable extraordinaries ;  that  fum,  he  contended,  was  forefeen  alfo 
by  Parliament,  and  he  had  a  right  to^  dedud  fq  much  yearly  during 
the  war.  If,  therefore,  fubjed)  to  all  thofe  dedudbns,  the  extra- 
ordinaries were  calculated  fairly,  they  would  amount  to  the  fum  of 
4,»6oo,oool.  only  during  the  prefent  war;  and  as*all  the  extraordi* 
paries  of  the  American  war  were  wholly  incurred  without  t^e  pe* 
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vio'js  confent  of  Parliament,  they  might  be  ftatcd  to  amount  to 
9. 1  oOyOool.  cxclufivc  of  the  votes  of  credit,  for  thci'c  were  fomc 
votes  of  credit,  though  he  did  not  reckon  their  amount.  There 
was  therefore  a  balance  fn  favour  of  the  prefcnt  war  and  againft 
the  American  war,  of  5,500,0001.  incurred  in  extraordina- 
ries.  This  was  a  Aatement  which  he  had  a  right  to  make, 
when  he  was  charged  with  incurring  an  enormous  fum  in  extra- 
ordinaries  beyond  the  example  of  all  former  wars,  without  the 
confent  of  Parliament.  Having  taken  leave  of  the  extraordina- 
rics  of  the  army,  he  would  make  a  few  fhort  comparifons  in 
the  other  fervices.  In  the  courfc  of  the  prcfent  conteil,  it  had 
been  his  practice  to  anticipate  as  much  as  poffible  all  the  fervices  to 
their  full  amount.  During  the  years  of  the  American  war,  there 
were  in  navy  and  ordnance  bills,  1 2,ooo,oool.  incurred  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament ;  and  not  only  incurred  without  the 
previous  confent  of  Parliament,  but  not  made  good  at  the  end  of 
each  year  ;  whereas  the  pra£tice  had  been,  in  the  prefent  war,  to 
anticipate  as  much  of  the  expences  as  poflible,  or  to  make  them 
good  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  not  to  leave  them  as  a  total  defi- 
ciency at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  total  amount  of  the  deficiency 
of  the  navy  and  army,  and  of  the  unprovided  of  the  ordnance, 
amounted  in  the  three  years  of  the  prefent  war  to  16  or 
17,000,000.;  and  in  the  American  war,  the  deficiencies  of  thefe 
three  fervices  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  23,000^0001.  and 
yet  he  had  heard  it  dated,  that  he  had  gone  beyond  all  former  times 
in  the  extraordinaries.  He  had,  he  faid,  (hewn  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  extraordinaries  firom  being  incurred,  and  had 
provided  for  diofe  which  it  had  been  poflible  to  efiimate  ;  he  had 
alfo  fiated,  that  the  high  price  of  provifions  was  one  caufe,  among 
others,  of  his  not  being  able  to  forefee  all  the  extraordinaries ;  and 
he  did  not  find  it  neceffary  to  fay  more  upon  that  part  of  the  fubjed* 
He  trufted  he  had  fully  proved  to  the  complete  fatisfadlion  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  extraordinaries  could  not  have  been  defirayed  by 
any  other  means  than  thofe  to  which  it  had  been  found  neceffiuy  to 
have  recourfe.  He  viewed  the  army  money  in  the  light  of  a  cur- 
rent fund ;  and  it  could  not  be  controverted,  that  the  demands  of 
the  current  year  were  to  he  provided  for  in  proportion  as  the  fum  for 
extraordinaries  came  into  the  Exchequer,  and  therefore  he  con* 
ceived,  that  no  deviation  from  the  principle  could  be  implied  in  ai^ 
inftance  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned,  forther 
than  what  the  oonifaknt  pra^^ce  warranted.. 

He  next  came  to  conQdcr  the  Aft  for  the  regulation  of  the  Fiy- 
Offio^s,  tlie  violation  of  mrhich  had  been  fo  vehemendy  urjged ; 
^  4  L  a 


628  PARLIAMENTARY   ,  [Commows. 

thcfpirit  of  that  z(k  related  to  the  iffuingof  bills  by  die  Paymaftcr- 
Gcneral,  and   which  the  honourable  gentleman  contended  (hould 
be  ilTued  by  the  Bank  of  England :  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
talked  of  the  information  which  he  declared  he  had  received  an 
the  fubje£^,  he  certainly  could  not  have  underftood  the  nature  of 
that  information^  or  if  he  had,  he  certainly  did  not   reafon  on  it 
in  a  jud  and  concluHve  manner.     The  fad  w3ls,  that  the  warrant 
was  ftridily  conformable  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  adt  of  Par- 
liament.    The  Bank  was  to  keep  open  a  ca(h  account  under  the 
diredlion  of  the  Paymaftcr-Gencral,  and  it  was  generally  under- 
Aood,  that  the  Bank  would  never  charge  themfelvcs  with  any  thing 
hutcafh.     In  confequencc  of  that  idca>  when  the  Exchequer  Bills 
were  ifTued  by  warrant,  and  came  into  the  Bank,  they  fent  one  of 
their  officers  to  acquaint  the  Paymafter,  that  they  could  not,  ac- 
cording to  their  fyftem,  receive  them  as  ca(h.     The  bills  were, 
therefore,'  difpofed  of  by  the  Paymaftcr-General,  not  for  the  purpofcs 
of  pcofit,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of  ncccffity.     Some  time  after 
his    honourable  friend  near  him    (Mr.  Steele)  propofed  to  the 
Bajdk  an  arrangen;icnt  by  which  the  Bank  were  to  take  the  bills  as 
caih  :  To  that  arrangement  the  Bank  had  acceded.     Such  was  the 
exad  {hte  of  the  tranfaxSiion,  on  which  fo  much  cenfure  had  been 
lavi{I\ed,  and  he  (hould  leave  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfc  to  decide, 
with  what  jpftice  any  blame  could  attach  to  a  meafure  conipletely 
unforefcen.  and  unavoidable.     There  had  been  in  no  point  of  view 
the  fli^tcA  deviation  from  the  meaning  of  the  ad,  and  the  vigi- 
liuicc  of  the  Payipafter  was  intitled  to  conii.derable  praife.     He 
next  came  to  another  charge  contained  in  the  refolutions  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  which  went  to  criminate  His  Majcfty's 
Minifters  for  deviating  from  the  letter  of  the  A6t ;  but  if  he  were 
to  be  condemned  by  the  letter  of  the  zA,  he  was  perfedly  war- 
ranted in.  faying,  that  it   could  not  in  the  leaA  apply  to  him. 
There  was  not  one  word  to  be  JFound  in  it,  which  directed  that  the 
payments  (hould  be  made  on  a  particular  day,  therefore  any  devi- 
ation from  the  flridl  letter  could  not  be  inferred— [Mr.  Grey  here 
by  a  gefture  exprefTe^  his  diffent] — ^The  honourable  gentleman, 
continued  Mr.  Pitt,  feems  to  be  (hocked  at  the  a^ument  which  I 
have  juft   ufed,  an.d  appears  to  think  that  die  equity  of  the  z& 
fiiould  be  alone  confidercd.     Thus  when  he  finds- he  can  no  longer 
maintain  his  propoGtions  on  the  letter  of  the.a^t,  which  he  now 
cqnfiders  as  a  ground  no  longer  tenable,  he  has  recourfe  to  the 
equity  of  it ;  and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  denies  mc  the  ufe 
of  the  fpirit  or  the  letter,  juft  as  it  fuits  his  own  occafion.*'     [A 
ciy  of  Hear  I  Hear !]     Mr.  Pitt  declared^  that  he  oaly^  made  ufc 
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of  diis  mode  of  retifiiAing  to  (hew  the  fallacy  of  the  honoDrablc  ^n- 
tleinan's  aiguments  ;  but  he  did  not  aiean  to  pref9  it»  or  take  zof- 
advantaige  of  the  weakncfs  of  them.     He  (hould  therefore  dixtSt 
his  obfcrv^tions  to  an  occunence  of  a  more  material  tiature.     The 
AA  of  Parliament  certainly  sdiredted  the  Paymafter-General  to 
make  out  his  memorials  in  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  in- 
tereAed  in  them :  and  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  the  day,  of  pay-^ 
roent  being  omitted,  as  fpecified  by  the  ac^,  he  (hould  onJy  rematk, 
that  the  Payma(ter  had   no  knowledge  of  the  perfons  intere(ted  ; 
It  was  confequently  evident,  that  the  memorials  could  not  have 
been  made  out  exadly  againft  the  day  of  payment,  as  the  names 
of  the  parties  were  not  afeertaincd.     He  would  therefore  fubmit  to 
the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  Paymaftcr  was  not  under 
fi^ch  (Irong  and.politive  circumftances,  at  lead  cxcufable,  with  re- 
fpcdt  to  the  fpirit  of  the  2&^     But  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
in  the  next  place  proceeded  to  another  objedtion,  that  when  the 
memorials  were  prefented  for  payment,  the  Trcafury  had  nor,  ac- 
cording to  the  dircAion  of  the  ftatute,  complied  with  the  demand 
of  the  parties  intereAed.     To  that,  he  trufted,  he  could  give  an 
anfwer,  which  even  to  the  honourable  gentlerhan  himfclf  would 
appear  fatisfaflory.     He  grounded  it  on  the  plea  of  neceffity :  £dt 
at  the  time  when  the  memorials  were  prefented  for  payment,  there 
was  no  money  in  the  Trcafury.      But  perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  be  fadsfkd  with  that  anfwer,  which  might 
imprefs  convi6)ion  on  the  moft  Hubborn  mind  i  and  a(k  why  the 
Trcafary  had  not  provided  the  proper  fums  of  money  to  anfwer 
demands  which  they  know  were  to  be  made  on  them  ?     He  (hould 
anfwer  that  queAion,  by  pleading  the  (latements  which  he  had 
formerly  made  on  the  fame  fubjed,  and  he  (hould  take  the  liberty 
of  adverting  to  them  once  nnore :  The  extraordinaries  were,  it 
could  not  be  denied,  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  could  not  be  forefeen 
to  what  fum  they  might  exai£Uy  amount ;  if  they  confequently  ex- 
ceeded any  fum  at  which  they  had  been  preVioudy  calculated,  they 
could  not  be  otherwife  provided  ibr  than  by  taking  from  the  eihi- 
bli(hment  thofe  fums  which  were  nece(rary  for  defraying  them.  He 
was  juftified  in  (hittng  thefe  oonfiderations  even  in  a  fironger  man- 
ner, for  the  extraordinaries  were  not  only  unfbrefeen,  nor  could 
the  precife  time  of  their  payment  be  afcertained,  but  it  was  ahfo- 
lutely  necelfary  that  they  (hould  be  difcharged  predfely  on  the  day 
when  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  for  that  purpofe  became  due^ 
How  then  was  it  po(rible  to  make  that  punflual  proviiion,  the 
want  of  which  had  been  fo  much  cenfured,  for  fums  which  could 
npt  be  previoufly  afcertained,  and  at  a  time  which  could  not  be 
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cxafily  ferdecn, '  without  taking  from  the  dhbliibment,  or  the 
money  voted  on  eftimate,  tho(e  fums  which  it  became  indifpenfablj 
requifite  to  apply  to  that  pOrpofe  ?  The  fubftftence  money  had 
been  regularly  iflucd  on  the  24th  of  each  month ;  the  hnlf-py 
had  been  attended  to,  as  well  as  all  articles  of  a  compaflinnate 
fort,  and  every  claim  which  related  to  arrears  in  general.  Whe- 
ther the  deficiency  which  took  place  in  the  eftablifliment,  occafionKi 
by  the  neccflity  of  providing  for  extraordinaries,  (hould  have  fallen 
on  the  half*  pay,  Chelfea  or  the  StafToilicers,  was  the  queftioo 
which  appeared  peculiarly  intitled  to  confideration.  It  feemed  but 
fair  and  juft  that  if  any.clafs  of  men  were  compelled  to  ioflfbr  any 
tempc^ary  inconvenience,  from  the  unavoidable  exccfs  of  extraor* 
dinaries,  and  which  of  courfe  dimini(hed  the  fums  voted  on  efii* 
mate  for  the  year,  it  (hould  be  tha^  clafs  which  were  from  their 
peculiar  (ituation  beft  able  to  fupport  it.  Nor  could  diere  be  any 
dotibt  in  coniidering  the  (ituation  of  the  officers  on  half- pay,  Chelfea 
Hofpital,  and  the  Staff-officers,  which  ought  to  be  paid,  and 
from  which  payment  ought  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  be  withheld.  It 
could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  officers  on  the  llaff  were  in  the  fame 
want  of  thofe  fum^  which  were  abfolutely  necefiisiry  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  other  claiTes.  When  therefore  the  nnoney  voted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Staff  was  withheld,  it  was  done  from  the 
feireft  and  mod  equitable  principles,  and  could  not  be  produdive 
of  any  effential  diftrefs.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  contend- 
ed, why  was  not  ah  equal  provifion  made  for  all  the  branches  of 
fervice,  and  why  were  they  not  all  paid  alike  i  Was  it  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  fay,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  provide  for  extraordinaries 
which  could  not  be  forefeen,  and  the  amount  of  which  it  was  im- 
poffible to  afcertain  ?  He  would  go  farther  and  ftate,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  afcertain  or  meet  the  public  expenoes  by  Ways  and 
Means,  however  large,  for  it  was  out  of  the  power  and  judgement 
of  the  Houfe  to  form  an  exad  opinion  of  what  their  amount  might 
be.  It  could  not  be  juftly  faid  in  what  (bte  the  confolid^ted  fund 
would  be,  what  fums  the  Bank  of  England  might  agree  to  ad- 
vance for  the  exigencies  of  the  public,  what  the  Loan  would  pro- 
duce. If  therefore  all  thefe  important  points  could  not  be  known 
to  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  exad  time  at  which  they  were  to  ope- 
rate, was  it  any  reproach  to  the  Treafury,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  foreiee  impoffibilities,  x>r  afcertain  Ways  and  Means  which,  in 
their  nature,  were  unafcertainable  i  It  (hould  alfo  be  coniidered, 
that  the  extraordinaries  were  indifpenfable  branches  of  the  public 
fervice,  which  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  moft  rigid  punc- 
tuality in  the  mode  of  payment.     The  honourable  gentleman  had. 
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in  the  Gotirfe  of  his  fpeeeh,  tooched  on  one  head,  though  he  ha^ 
not  thought  proper  to  ground  any  charge  on  it.  He  (hould  there* 
fore  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjed  of  that  'head,  which  related  to 
the  application  of  the  vote  of  credit  to  paft  fcrvices,  and  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  coniidered  as  a  proceeding  by  which  His 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs  fubjeded  themfclves  to  blame.  He  would, 
in  direct  oppofltton  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  maintain,  that 
the  application  of  the  vote  of  credit  to  paft  fcrvices,  was  not  only 
proper,  but  juft  and  neceflary.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  army  money  was  not  to  be  ufed  for  extraor- 
dinaries,  and  did  he  propofe  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  true  proportion, 
that  the  Exchequer  Bills  were  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  paid  at  a 
great  lofs,  for  the  purpofe  of  coming  within  the  Ad  of  Parlia- 
ment i  If  fuch  was  his  meaning,  the  public  would,  by  fuch  a 
fyftem,  fufFer  in  a  mod  material  way,  for  Government  could  not, 
according  to  that  ftatement,  difpofe  of  money  then  in  their  hands 
for  the  payment  of  extraordinaries,  while  to  the  vaft  prejudice  of 
the  public  intereft,  they  would  be  obliged  to  pajt  with  the  Exche- 
quer Bills  at  a  confiderablo  lofs,  and  that  to  anfwer  the  very  purpofe 
for  which  they  had  already  in  their  poflefilon  fufficient  fums  of 
money.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  call  that  meafure  econo- 
my ?  and  was  that  conduct  a  part  of  his  plan  for  public  retrench- 
ment ?  He  next  came  to  the  charge  of  fsilfehood  in  the  difpofition 
paper  of  the  public  money,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fo  ftrongly  urged.  There  had  never  been,  he  maintained,  from 
the  acceftion  to  the  prefent  moment,  any  difpofition  paper  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Houfe,  which  was  not  equally  liable  to  the  fame 
charge  as  that  brought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman  againft 
the  prefent  difpoiition  paper,  of  deceiving  Parliament:  In  all  that 
period  the  fame  kind  of  paper  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  without  any  variation.  Gentlemen  would,  therefore, 
judge  with  what  juftice,  with  what  confiftency  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  make  a  charge  againft  Minifters  of  wi(hing  to 
deceive  ParliametU ;  a  chai^  which  was  merely  grounded  on  the 
production  of  a  paper  which  had,  fiorh  the  acceflion  to  the  prefent 
moment,  been  furnifhed  precifely  in  the  fame  manner  and  form. 
The  paper  had  been  figned  during  the  prefent  reign  by  Mr.  Spear, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Revenue,  a  gentleman  of  great  refpcAability,  and 
was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe  as  a  matter  of  courfe ; — and  fo 

• 

little  did  he  conceive  it  to  be  an  objefi  of  any  confequencc,  that 
he  had  not  at  any  time  mentioned  a  word  on  the  fubjedt  matter  of* 
it  to  the  gentleman  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  fign  it.     If,  therefore^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  oonfidered  the  paper  as  liable  to  the  im- 
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putation  of  ikI(Hio6d,  he  tnifted  that  tlie  Honbanble  gentleman  s 
candour  would  acquit  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  of  any  (hare  of  that  wet^ty 
charge.  But  the  paper,  unfortunately  for  the  honourable  gentle-' 
man,  haj^ned  to  form  a  principal  foundation  of  his  chaiges.  It 
appeared  to  involve  a  fubjed  of  great  and  mighty  concern  ;  it  had, 
no  doubt,  been  read  by  fome  of  the  moft  attentive  Members  in 
the  Houfe  ;  but  it  was  equally  true,  that  it  had  been  alfo  read  by 
fome  of  the  moft  inattentive ;  he  was  perfuaded  he  could  prove, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not,  with  all  that  attention 
for  which  he  was  diftingutlhed  in  financial  confideratiqns,  read  it 
himfelf.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  fet  out  with  declaring, 
that  the  ftatements'  contained  in  the  paper  were  fallacious,  and 
calculated  to  miflead  the  judgement  of  Parliament ;  but  it  fo  hap* 
pened,  that  there  was  not  one  word  refpeding  any  particular  ftate- 
noent  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  it.  That  fuch  was  the  cafe  he 
Would  undertake  to-jprove,  even  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himfelf,  who  would  therefore  be  obliged  to  aban- 
don ot\e  of  his  principal,  but  ill-chofen,  grounds  of  attack.  The 
title  of  the  difpofition  paper  was  in  itfelf  a  refotation  of  what  had 
been  urged  on  the  ftrength  of  it.  It  was  an  account  of  the  fums 
-of  money  expended  for  the  public  fervice  in  the  year  1795,  to 
March  179^9  and  was  difpofed  under  feveral  heads.  It  was  lia- 
ble to  be  taken  in  two  ways ;  the  firft  was,  .with  regard  to  the 
items  refpciStively  applied,  and  fo  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
it. — But  there  was  alfo  another  interpretation  to  which  it  was 
fubjedV,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  would  find,  that  it  000- 
tained  a  diflintfl  ftatement  of  the  various  heads  of  fer\'icc  which 
ufually  occurred  in  public  accounts,  fuch  as  Navy,'  Ordnance, 
Land  Forces,  &c.  &c.  It  was  unqueftionably  true,  that  it  took 
notice  of  every  item  of  expence,  and  then  drew  out  a  total  of  the 
whole  under  the  column  of  fums  granted,  and  then  gave  feparately 
the  fums  granted  and  the  fu^ns  paid.  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs,  obferved  that  it  had  only 
mentioned  the  items  in  general  terms,  for  unhappily  for  that  very 
material  part  of  his  chaise,  on  which  he  fo  much  relied,  inftead 
of  any  fums  being  annexed  to  the  items,  there  were  only  to  be 
found  oppoiite  to  them  perfe£^  blanks.  Such  then  was  the  grouiKl 
on  which  the  hooourat^e  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  bring 
part  of  his  charge,  and  fuch  was  the  hiftory  of  that  paper  ;  a  paper 
which  had  afforded  fuch  ill-founded  comments ;  which  had  then 
been  made  out  and  laid  on  the  table  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and 
refpeSing  which  the  fame  unvaried  regulation  had  been  followed  for 
near  a  century.     But  if  even  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  been 
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as  fuccefsful  as  his  wi{h€s  led  him  to  think  he  wbuM  have  been,  in 
eftabliihing  the  falfehood  of  the  paper,  it  certainly  could  not  have 
followed  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  impHcated  in  the  guilt. 

He  had  ndw  gone  through  the  different  heads  of  charge  advanced 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  had  given  fuch  anfwers  as  ap- 
peared to  him  decifivc  upon  the  fubjeft. 

He  concluded  by  obfcrving,  that  though  he  might  not  have 
much  to  expe<3  from  the  candour  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
had  every  reliance  on  the  candour  and  convi<£)ion  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX.  I  know  not  what  charadler  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  will  be.difpofcd  to  allow  me  for  candour,  but  I  have  cer- 
•l^nly  liflened  wtth  all  that  attention  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man^s  fpecch,  which  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the  intereft 
which  he  muft  ncceffarily  feel  in  the  deciflon,  have  a  right  to  claim. 
I  acknowledge  that  it  was  a  fpeech  of  very  great  ability,  but  it  was 
that  kind  of  ability  in  which  there  was  a  difplay  of  dexterity  rather 
than  any  thing  elfe ;  for  I  particularly  remarked,  that  on  thoTe 
points  which  were  acknowledged  to  be  doubtful  by  my  honourable 
friend,  he  dwelt  the  m6ft,  and  that  he  infifted  lead  upon  thofe  to- 
pics which  were  mod  ftrongly  preffed  by  my  honourable  friend.— 
The  grcateft  part  of  this  fpeech  went  to  prove  what  never  had  been 
doubted,  and  what  my  honourable  friend  never  prefumcd  to  quef- 
tion,  that  army  •PCtraordinaries  are  a  neceffary  evil ;  and  if  any 
perfon  had  heard  the  apology  of  >  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
without  having  prcvioufly  heard  the  charge  brought  againft  him  by 
my  honourable  friend,  he  would  naturally  have  fuppofcd  that  it 
contained  an  acc^fs^tion  of  introdi^cing  an  article  of  army  extraordi- 
narics  into  the  public  accounts,  which  never  had  found  its  way  there 
before.  We  do  not  alledge  this  as  an  accufation ;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  coniider  them  as  a  neceffary  and  unavoidable  evil.  But, 
while  we  admit  tlKs,  we  cannot  forget  that  they  have,  by  Committees 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  been  termed  unconftitutional,  and  dc- 
fcribed  as  ah  evil  w|iich,  as  much  as  poiTible,  ought  to  be  diminiflied. 
•—-The  way  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  accounts  for 
thefe  extraordinaries  is  this  :  fometimes  circumftances  occur  which 
•render  the  expences  of  a  particular  head  of  fervice  greater  than  was 
provided  for  in  the  eftimate.  It  may  happen  that  the  fervice  for 
which  the  eftimate  is  found  deficient,  is  of  more  importance  than 
another  fervice,  the  demands  of  which  the  eftimate  is  fully  fufncient 
to  fatisfy ;  and  as  the  money  muft  be  raifcd,  it  is  done  moft  conve- 
nicndy  by  borrowing  for  the  extraordinary  occurrence  from  the  eftl- 
4nate  for  die  next  extraordinaries  that  are  voted.  This,  it  is  true, 
cannot  be  done  without  a  violation  of  the  Appropriation  A&,  -,  and 

Vol.  XLV.  .  4  M 


634  PARLIAMENTARY  [Comuors. 

certainly  he  was  juAifinble  in  contending,  that  cafes  may  occur,  in 
which  the  provifions  of  this  and  every  other  ^  of  Parliament  oiay 
be. departed  from.     In  confirmation  of  his  argument,  he  alluded  to 
an  inilance  which  happened  in  1 793,  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons decided,  wiiethcr  in  that  particular  cafe  Government  deferved 
approbation  or  cenfure  in  violating  that  a6t,  and  in  which  it  was  de- 
cided that  they  had  adcd  for  the  advantage  of  the  country.     It  was 
worthy  of  obfervation,  however,  that  there  were  145  members  who 
thought  diiFercntly.     He  alluded  to  a  jrelation  of  mine,  who  Aen 
voted  in  the  majority,  and  I  certainly,  confidcring  the  drcumflances 
as  they  then  exided,  wotild  have  voted  in  the  (ame  manner.     But 
give  me  leave  to  remind  that  right  honourable  gendeman,  that  a 
relation  of  his  (Lord  Chatham)  equally  refpedtable  with  the  perfun 
to  whom  he  alluded,  voted,  on  ibac  occalion,  in  the  minority.-— 
If  the  qucdion  was.  Whether  or,  not  a  bill,  drawn  upon  the  Trea- 
fury,"  ought  to  have  been  paid  r   I  would  anfw^,  that  it  ought.— 
But  the  queftion  of  prefent  difcuffion  is  totally  different.     The  ex- 
tnu)rdinaries  of  the  army,  recognized  as  they  have  been  by  the  prac- 
tice of  Minifters  apd  the  votes  of  Parlianient,  were  cenfurcd,  in  re- 
fped  of  their  amount,  during^he  American  war,  in  the  Report  of 
,thc  Committee  in  1782,  in  t^rms  (imilar  to  thofe  which  have  been 
employed  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  war.     Though  Lwas  not  the 
Financial  Minifter  at  the  time,  I  certainly  pro^pfs  myfelf  account- 
able for  every  thing  that  was  done  by  every  member  of  Adminif- 
tration.     But  fuppofing  that  we  reprobated  the  extent  to  whidi  ex- 
traordinary expences  were  iiKurred,  and  had  aAually  devifed  a  {^n 
for  annihilating  the  fyftero,  it  was  altogether  impofiible  that  in  die 
courfe  of  a  few  mondis  we  could  give  it  cEk&,    But  it  is  otherwife 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman.    Indignant  as  he  profciTed  to 
be  at  the  amount  of  thefe  extraordinaixe8»  and  violent  as  be  vas 
againil  the  AdminiAration  which  had  carried  thtfkn  to  fuch  an  ex- 
tent, coining  into  power  upon  thefe  principles,  and  piefidiiig  in  the 
government  of  the  country  during  feven  years  of  p^ce,  one  would 
naturally  have  exped^cd,  that  in  this  particular  at  leaft,  there  would 
have  been  fome  radical  reform  ;  inflead  of  which  the  prefent  Mi- 
nifter  lays  before  Parliament  accounts  of  extiaordinary  expences, 
which  for  exceed  any  that  were  ever  incurred  by  his  predeceflbrs. 
In  his  (htements,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  entered  very  litde 
into  detail ;  but,  notwithftanding  what  he  aiTerted,  I  will  contend 
that  the  extraordinaries  of  the  prefent  coniidecably  exceed  thofe  of 
the  American  war,  the  amount  of  which  he,  in  common  with  my- 
felf, fo  feverely  reprobated.     I  conceived,  hoiyever,  that  he  would 
not  have  recurred  to  the  American  war  for  th»  grounds  of  his  de- 
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fence— a  war  which  was  marked,  beyond  all  others,  with  extrava- 
gance, and  the  managers  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
himfelf  ufcd  fo  often  to  reproach  with  the  moft  carelefs  ncg!e<ft,  and 
the  moft  criminal  prodigality  of  the  public  money.  But  I  am  Tony 
that  he  dwelt  fo  long  upon  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  as  the 
fubjefl  was  not  materially  conncfled  with  the  prefent  queftion.— « 
His  defence  is  this— unlbrefeecn  demands  frequently  arife,  for  which 
no  eftimate  is  made,  but  which  muft  be  paid.  This  can  only  be 
donc^y  drawing  upon  the  provifion  made  for  fervices  forefeen,  and 
which  of  courfe  muft  leave  thefc  fervices  in  arrears.  One  would 
think,  however,  that.thefe  arrears  would  be  difcharged  with  the.firft 
cxtraordinaries  that  are  voted.  No  fqch  thingi  however.  When 
the  extraordtnaries  for  the  next  year  come  to  be  voted,  new  demands 
are  found  to  have  occurred,  and  the  new  cxtraordinaries  muft  be 
applied  to  ftill  newer  cxtraordinaries..  But  if  this  is  to  be  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  is  there  not  an  end  at  once  of  our  whole  financial 
l)'ftem  ?  Are  thefe  new  cxtraordinaries  to  be  provided  for  beyond 
the  vote  of  credit  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  them  regularly  and  conftitutionally  \  and  arc  thefe  extraor- 
dinary demands  to  fuperfede  th9  poflibility  of  applying  the  money 
voted  for  extraordinary  expenccs  to  paft  arrears  ?  I  (hall  put  the 
cafe  in  another  way  ;  for  though  I  dp  not  wi(h  to  be  tedious,  I  am 
anxious  to  make  my/elf  undcrftood.  When  we  vote  the  cxtraor- 
dinaries of  the  army  this  year,  the  monoy  is  not  undcrftood  to  be 
applicable  to  future  fervices,  but  to  the  difchargc  of  arrears  already 
incurred,  by  nriaking  good  the  deficiencies  in  the  eftimates  for  lift 
year.  Now  I  will  put  the  queftioo — If,  after  pafling  the  vote  for 
paying  off* arrears,  and  after  voting,  as  we  have  done  this  feftion, 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  for  future  fervices,  we  do  not  exped  that 
the  firft  thing  to  be  dpne  is  to  pay  off  the  arrears  with  the  four  mil- 
lions which 'have  been  vq^ed  for  diat  purpofe,  and  on  the  expediency 
of  paying  which,  the  Houfe  by  tliis  vote  has  already  determined  ?-^ 
We  find,  however,  that  the  practice  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  been  diredlly  the  reverfe.  .  Now  I  will  alk,  upon  what 
principle  the  old  arrears  are  left  unfettled ;  for  if  new  demands 
arife,  thefe  demands  may  be  paid  with  the  vote  of  credit,  or  by  a 
new  fiind  provided  for  the  purpofe ;  by  either  of  which  means  the 
violation  of  the  law  would  be  prevented,  and  the  charafler  of 
the  country  would  not  fuffer  from  thofc  difgraccful  and  fcandalous 
arrears  which  degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  which  arc  in- 
fupportably  opprcffive  to  many  individuals,  who  fumifh  fupplies  to 
Government.  Independently  of  the  perpetual  confufion  which  fuch 
arrangements  muft  produce  in  our  accounts,  how  is  Parliament  to^ 
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know  where  this  fyftem  may  end  ?     Wc  may  go  on  perpetually 
contrafting  debt,  and  perpetually  voting  extraordinarics  for  paft  de- 
ficiencies, but  which  are  applied  to  new  demands,  leaving  always 
the  arrears  unpaid.     Having  faid  fo  much  upon  the  violation  of  the 
Appropriation  Aft,  wc  come  next  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Pay- 
maftcr's  Ad,  which,   I  contend,  has  hccn  dirc6lly  and  unneceffarily 
br6kcn.    If  the  Bank  would  not  receive  the  Exchequer  bills,  which 
it  is  admitted  they  had  a  right  to  rcjcfl,  why  did  not  Govcmroent 
iffue  money  in  another  way  for  the  purpofe  for  which  thefc'  bills 
were  ilTued  ?     They  afterwards,  it  fccms,  came  to  fomc  aniingc- 
xpcnt  wjth,  the  Bank  ;  but  fuppofing  tliis  arrangement  had  never 
^ken  place,  to  what  fituation  would  they  have  been  reduced  ?     I 
^ill  a(k,  in  the  firft  place,  had  the  Bank,  or  had  it  not,  a  right  torc- 
fj^fc  thefc  bills  ?     They  certainly  had.     They  did  refufc  them  for 
fpmp  time ;  the  confcquence  of  which  was  a  breach  of  the  acl  of 
Parliament.     And  if  this  arrangement  had  never  taken  place,  Mi- 
niders  would  have  been  precifely  in  the  fituation  of  doing  for  a  longer 
time,  what  they  aflually  did  for  a  fliort  time,  aflingcontraiy  to  the 
letter  and  the  fpirit  of  tlie  Pay-mafter's  A&  ;  for  whether  the  mo- 
ney was  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay-mafter  or  of  the  Calhier,  the  ba- 
lance was  equally  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Bank,  to  which  it  is  cn- 
trufted  by  the  ad  of  Parliament.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid 
a  great  deal  in  explanation  of  this  ad  ;  but  notfiing  that  he  advanced 
tended,  in  my  opinion,  to  juftify,  to  excufc,  to  palliate,  or  e>'cn  to 
extenuate,  his  tranfgrcflion  of  the  law.   In  arguing  upon  the  Appro- 
priation Ad,  he  contended  that  what  he  had  done  in  defiance  of 
its  provifions,  was  not  culpable,   bccaufc  the  condud  he  had  pur- 
fued  was  countenanced,   at  Ipaft,   by  the  filcncc  of  Parliament.     I 
allow  all  the  force  that  his  argument  can  claim  ;  and,  upon  tlie 
principles  on  which  it  rerts,   I  contend,  that  where  Parliament  has 
not  only  complained  of  the  evil,  but  provided  a  remedy,  that  this 
remedy  demands,  in  the  ftrongcft  manner,  the  refpcd  of  thofc  on 
whofe  condud  it  was  intended  that  it  (hould  more  immediately  opc- 
Kite.  What,  then,  is  the  language  which  Parliament  has  hdd  upon 
the  fubjcd  r     Wc  acknowledge,  that  army  cxtraordinaries  arc  an 
evil  it  js  defirable  to  diminifh  as  mqch  as  poflible,  hut  whid),  to  a 
certain  degree,  is  inevitable.     But  there  is  a  particular  grievance, 
whicii  it  }s  pradicablc,  wife,   and  proper  tp  redify,   namely,  that 
which  relates  to  the  clothing  of  thr  army  ;  and  to  this  we  apply  the 
j:emedy  of  the  Pay- mailer's  Ad.     This  ad,  however,  has  (harcd 
t^  fatq  of  the  Appropriation  Ad,  and  the  defence'  which  the  right 
l^ofiouraUe  gentleman  fcts  up  for  the  violation,  is,   that  it  does  not 
i^ply  a  chafgc  againft  him  as  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafuiy.     Tc 
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this  I  (hall  only  reply,  that  my  honourable  friend's  motion  brings  z 
charge  indifcriminatcly  againft  all  His  Majcfty's  Minifters.  But, 
fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  a6l  requires  what  is  im-» 
pradicable,  and  impofcs  demands  with  which  it  is  impoilible  to 
comply,  tjcre,  however,  I  complain  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trca- 
fury  and  of  the  Pay-mafter  of  the  forces, — that  knowing  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  have  felt  ^n  exifting  abufc,  and  to  have  applied  this 
a£l  as  a  remedy,  and  finding  its  proviHons  to  ht  wholly  impra£li« 
cable,  they  did  not  come  forward  in  this  Houfe,  and  fay.  You  have 
paifed  an  adl  which  is  totally  ufclefs,  and  which,  we  can  aflure 
j'ou,  it  is  impoffiblc  to  obey.  This  apology,  however,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  admitted  to  afford  only  a  temporary  cxcufe 
for  making  out  the  memorial  required  by  the  aft.  Why  it  was 
not  done  afterwards,  was,  becaufe  the  payments  were  not  made,  for 
which  the  memorial  was  to  vouch,  and  the  payments  were  not 
made,  becaufe  ;here  was  no  money  in  the  Exchequer  with  which  to 
make  them ;  and  this  deficiency  arofe  from  the  unexpefted  amount 
of  the  extraordlnarics  of  the  army.  The  cafe  then  is  this — that  af- 
ter having  boaded  of  an  intention  to  introduce  a  fyftem  which  would 
cfFcdually  put  an  end  to  this  mode  of  expcnce,  he  confeffes  that  this 
article  of  expcnce  lias  rifen  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  render  it  im- 
poffible  for  him,  .as  Minifter  of  the  country,  to  pay  any  rcfped,  ci- 
ther to  the  Apijropriation  A61:,  or  to  the  Pay-mafter*s  Aft.  But  I 
would  aft.  If,  in  framing  his  eftimatcs,  he  ought  not,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  take  care  that  they  (hall  not  prove  fo  deficient  as  to  occa- 
fion  a  violation  of  a  pofitive  law  ?  Or  rather,  Why  docs  not  he 
come  down,  and  complain  of  the  provifions  of  this  aft,  of  which  he 
once  fo  much  approved,  and  which  he  was  inftrumental  in  getting 
paiTed,  and  get  it  repealed,  inftead  of  going  on  difobcying  it  from 
year  to  year  r  He  perhaps  chofc,  however,  to  leave  it  on  the  Statute* 
Book,  as  a  monument  of  the  inefficacy  of  Parliament,  and  as  a  me*, 
morial  of  the  difpofition  which  fome  men  cntert^n  to  pxopofe  cer* 
tain  meafures,  merely  with  a  view  of  catching  popularity,  which  in 
different  circumftanccs  they  will  abandon  and  annul.  It  was.faid 
of  Mr.  Pultency,  and  the  friends  of  Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  that  tjhey 
talked  mightily  of  reform  when  they  were  out  of  place,  and  th;it 
when  they  got  into  power,  they  did  nothing.  I  am  afraid  that  it 
will  be  faid  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  that  after  all  the  heat  and  vio«- 
lence  which  they  once  difplaycd  againft  abufes,  that  they  have  not 
only  done  nothing,  but  that  they  have  aftually  undone  what  was  al- 
ready done.  With  fuch  inconfiftency  of  proceedings,  can  they  really 
expe^  to  retain  the  public  confidence,  or  can  they  imagine  that 
^ch  oonduftdocs  not  tend  to  injure  the  charafter  of  the  country  ) 
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The  argument  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  goes  to  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  this-— tha^  this  boafled  aft,  the  iruit  of  his  re- 
peated profeiTions  of  patriotifm,  and  the  theme  of  fo  much  panegyric, 
which,  was  enaAed  with  a  more  immediate  view  to  a  time  of  war, 
is  abfolutelyy  upon  trial,  found  to  be  good  for  nothing.  Refpedling 
the  three  heads  of  Eflimate,  Credit,  and  Extraordinaries,  the  firft 
fhould  always  be  calculated  as  high  as  poflible,  the  fecond  article 
(hould  always  correfpond  as  near  as  poflTible  with  the  third,  and  the 
lad  (hould  be  as  little  as  poflible.  InQead  of  that,  however,  I 
fhall  mention  the  barracks,  which  appeared  under  the  head  of  Army 
(Ixtraordlnariesy  but  which  it  was  :idnritted  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
vided for  by  eflimate,  merely  to  (hew  that  the  prefent  Minifters  are 
little  anxious  to  avoid  incurring  a  large  expence  for  extraordina- 
ries.  But  why  may  not  extraordinaries  be  voted  during  the  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  as  foon  as  the  fervices  occur  ?  Forinfhnce, 
were  any  extraordinary  expence  to  bccur  on  this  day,  the  6th  of - 
May,  why  fhould  not  money  be  voted  for  it  immediatdy,  if  die 
vote  of  credit  cannot  cover  it,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to  leave  an  arrear 
upon  the  cl6thing  of  the  army,  or  any  other  eftimated  expence?— 
And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  upon  the  boaft  that  he 
fojnetimes  makes  upon  the  fmallncfs  of  the  votes  of  credit.  Would 
it  not  be  much  better  to  increafe  thefe  votes,  than,  year  after  year, 
to  apply  the  money  voted  upon  eftimate  to  unforeften  ferx'ices  ?— 
But,  fays  he,  it  is  impofiiblc  toicalculate  exa<^ly  die  amount  of  any 
fyftem  of  expence,  or  to  forefee  future  contingencies  (which  I  admit) 
and  it  is  impofTible  to  know  for  certain  when  the  inflalments  upon 
a  loan  may  be  paid.  To  this  I  reply,  that  it  is  necdlefs  to  reafon 
upon  fuppofitionsi  when  we  have  fafls  before  us.  We  know  that 
the  inftalments  upon  the  loan  for  1 795  were  paid  more  rapidly  than 
ever  they  had  been  at  any  former  period,  and  jst  in  this  very  year 
the  arrears,  of  which  we  fo  much  complain,  have  been  incurred.-* 
On  the  que(tion  of  the  degree  of  blame  which  is  imputable  to  Mi- 
nifters, I  have  no  difficulty  inflating,  that  die  violation  of  the  Ap- 
propriation A6^,  to  the  enormous  extent  in  which  it  has  been  vio- 
lated by  Minifters,  implies  a  ferious  and  weighty  charge  of  crimi- 
nality ;  'but  that  the  guilt  attending  the  breach  of  the  Pay-mafter's 
A61,  defended,  as  it  has  been,  upon  principles  which  make  that  a£t 
nothing  more  than  a  piece  of  wafte  paper,  is  altogether  unparalleled, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  is  nothing  more  than  a  high  crime  and  mifde- 
meanor.  Precedents  in  many  cafes,  I  admit,  may  tend  to  exte- 
nuate an  offence  ;  and  though,  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Macclesfield, 
they  were  not  confidcird  as  fufficient  to  fkreen  him  from  pimifh- 
mcnt,  ret  I  will  allow  that  they  offer  fome  apoldgy  fer  the  breach 
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of  the  Appropriation  AA ;  but  for  the  violation  of  Ae  Paf-mafter's 
AStf  not  even  precedent  has  been  alledged  as  an  excufe,  nor  any 
other  circumftance  which  could  juftify  me  in  withholding  my  fup* 
port  from  the  refolutions  (hat  my  honourable  friend  has  propofed. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  that  after  the  ample  anfwer  which  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  givin  to  the  motion  apd  the  fpeech  that  intro- 
duced ity  be  would  not  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  intruGon  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Houfe  as  to  notice  the  chaiges  farther  than  to  rqrfy 
to  that  part  of  them  which  directly  related  to  his  own  office  (that  of 
joint  Pay-mafter-Gencral).  Of  the  aft,  upon  which  one  charge 
wa6  grounded,  he  had  himfelf  too  much  occafion  to  wimefs  the 
benefits,  not  to  confider  it  worthy  of  the  higheft  rcfpedl,  and  of  all 
poffible  obedience.  It  had  introduced  order  into  the  moft  intricate 
part  of  very  difiicult  accounts ;  and  had  effeftually  prevented  balances 
from  accruing  in  the  hands  of  Pay-mafters.  The  real  flate  of  the 
prefent  cafe  was,  that  the  claufe  for  authorizing  Colonels  to  draw 
half  yearly  for  their  off-reckonings  was  impoDible  to  be  exadly  and 
formally  obeyed,  from  the  variety  of  documents  which  miift  be  fent 
in,  in  order  to  entide  them  to  the  pAyments.  In  time  of  war  efpe- 
cially  thefe  wer^  very  numerous,  and  could  not  be  fpeedily  com^ 
pleted*  It  was  necelTary,  for  inftance,  that  certificates  of  the  de^ 
lively  of  cloathii^  abload  ihould  be  prciduced,  in  obtaining  which, 
delay  was,  ofcoulfe,  unavoidable.  The  Pajmafier  who,  for  the 
fake  of  complying  with  the  letter  of  the  zSt,  (hould  make  fuch  pay- 
ments without  the  proper  documents,  would  be  guilty  of  a  crime 
towards  his  country.  In  point  of  iaft,  the  money  had  been  iflTued 
in  April  for  the  cloathing  accounts,  which  became  due  in  Decem- 
ber, and  the  clothiers  were  dill  unable  to  receive  it,  for  want  of 
proper  vouchers.  The  reafon*  for  there  having  been  a  balance  in 
thc^ay-mafter's  hands  arofe  from  the  cuftom  of  the  Bank  never  to 
pay  drafts  otherwi(e  than  with  ca(h  or  their  own  notes.  Exche- 
quer bills  had  been  fcnt  to  them  to  make  a  payment  with,  and  they 
had  fent  them  back  to  the  calhier  of  the  Pay-Office.  Being  aware^ 
hoVever,  that  this  circumflance  might  be  exaggerated  into  an  offence^ 
he  had  entreated  the  Bank  to  receive  thefe  bills,  and  they,  by  de- 
parting from  their  cuftom  in  this  refped,  had  put  an  end  to  the 
apparent  balance,  which,  from  thefe  circumftances,  and  thefe  alone, 
had  beeA  in  the  hands  of  the  cafhier  of  the  Pay-Ofiice.  This  was 
the  real  and  true  explanation  of  the  affair.  Mr.  Steele  moVed  the 
previous  queftton  upon  the  refolutions  propofed  by  Mr.  Grey. 
'  Mr.  SHERIDAN  deilred  that  the  rcfolution  adopted  upon  his 
motion  in  1784  might  be  read,  which  was,  ofcourfe,  complied 
with.     This  was  the  refolution  alluded  to  by  Mr.  G«cy,  declaring. 
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that  if  Parliament  (hould  be  diifolved  before  the  annual  ad  of  Ap- 
propriation could  be  pafied,  the  Minifter  would  be  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  mifdcmcanor,  who  (hould  apply  the  fums  voted  by  Par- 
liament to  other  fcrviccs  than  thofe  to  ^hich  they  would  of  courfe 
be  appropriated  by  that  aft.  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  rather  tauntingly  of  the  refolu- 
tion ;  if  he  now  dil3;uned  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  it,  there  was  as 
much  reafon  to  be  alarmed  at  fuch  opinions  as  in  any  part  of  his 
pradlicc. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  ; 
For  the  previous  quefUon^   209*— Againft  it,   38— Majority,  171 

'  Saturday y   'jth  May. 

Sir  PHILIP  STEVENS  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mirtee  on  the  bill  for  continuing  the  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
longitude. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  which  fat  on  Friday, 
*was  received,  and  the  refolutions  agreed  to. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  alfo 
brought  up,  and  a  bill  purfuant  to  the  refolution  ordered  to  be 
brought  in.  n 

Mr.  WINDHAM  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  eftimate  of  the 
number  of  foreign  troops  raifed  and  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1796. 

Mr.  ROSE  brou^t  up  a  bill  for  continuing  and  enforcing  the 
ad«  paffed  in  the  hA  fe(fion,  for  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men 
in  each  county.  It  was  tead  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  on  Monday  next. 

Monday f  gih  May. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  Committee  of  Supply  bemg  ready 
the  account  of  the  navy,  vi dualling  and  tranfport  bills,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  Committee. 

The  ftatement  of  the  charge  of  foreign  troops  raifed,  and  to  be 
raifed,  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

An  account  of  tlie  fums  of  moi|ey  expended  in  the  creAioQ  of 
barracksi  wsts  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

It  was  refolved,  that  the  fiim  of  500,000!.  be  granted  to  His 
Majefty,  towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy. 

That  the  fum  of  130,000!.  be  granted  to  H^  Majefiy  towards 
defraying  the  cxtraordinarics  of  the  army. 

Upon  the  refolution   being   moved   for  granting  the  fum  of 
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438,6351^  fbr  defilading  the  expence  0^  fiirdgn  corps,  hufed  tot 
fiiefervice  tif  Gitat  Britain^ 

Mi-.  SHERIDAN  laid  he  (hould  dbje6^,  in  the  moft  pofidve 
terms,  to  this  countty's  continuing  to  emplojr  a  fet  of  men,  who, 
it  was  apparent^  wet-c  mert  that  Could  not  in  any  manner,  or  in 
tay  place,  be  depended  on,  and  whom  it  was  impollible,  without 
betraying  die  interefts  of  thb  oountty,  to  fend  eithsr  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  Weft  Indies,  of  Any  other  place  where  troops  might  be 
iteceffalfy.  He  did  not  petfe£Uy  underhand  what  might  be  the  def^ 
tinadon  of  die  troct>s  that  wett  the  tohjcSts  of  this  expence,  nor  how^ 
Itoany  tegiiklents  of  diem  at  prefeilt  exifted  ;  neither  did  he  know 
where  they  were  at  prefent ;  but  this  he  knew,  that  the  employ-^ 
ihent  of  emigrants  dg^Aft  their  countrymen,  had  been  attended  widi 
fatal  cohfequences  to  this  country,  and  had  been  prbduAive  only 
of  that  expence  And  di%face  which  he  was  well  aflured  die  continu- 
ance of  fuch  3A  abfurd  fyftem  l¥oald  but  tend  to  incTeaft  and  ag-> 
gravate. 

General  TARLETON  wiflied  to  know  what  tegmenta  had 
been  raifed,  ahd  what  was  the  prefent  fbte  of  them*  He  only 
knew  tif  a  colps  of  Fttnch  gentlemen,  whofervcd  at  a  very  mode- 
fate  pay  i  he  did  not  think  there  were  at  diis  dmc  any  rqgiments 


The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  obfervtd,  diat  die  Houfe  fliould 
cake  into  confideradon  die  ftate  of  thoTe  unfortunate  men,  who  had 
been  felted  to  left ve  their  country,  many  of  them  had  been  long  in 
fervice,  and  Were  tneil  of  confiderable  rank ;  diey  were  now  employed 
upon  the  lame  terms  on  which  the  emigrants  ferved  in  the  regiments 
of  La  Chatres,  Montenay,  and  Caftres ;  thsy  were  flationed  at  JeriS^y 
and  Guernley,  and  they  performed  fudi  duty  as  mig^t  be  required 
of  them*  Humanity  dieted  to  us  to  pnmde  for  men  iii  Aeif* 
ittuation,  and  it  was  not  only  providing  for  them  in  a  way  the 
leaft  likely  to  wound  their  feeling,  but  alfo  beneficial  to  the  fer« 
vice  of  the  country  to  employ  thein  in  a  military  capadty. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  had  no  ol^feaion  to  extend  reUef  to  any 
tst  of  men  whofe  (ituadon  appealed  to  thd  benevolence  of  the  Houfc« 
The  emigrants  certainly  had  that  claim,  and  he  fliould  be  glad  to 
fise  every  relief  granted  to  them,  but  he  dU  noC  fee  die  neceffity  oC^ 
pliovldiif  for  them  as  an  army,  after  the  experience  we  had  of  the 
Iktk  dffsendence  which  was  to  be  placed  on  their  exertions,  paiti* 
Cidarly  jn  die  Quiberon  af&in  He  thoi^t  it  die  duty  of  every 
inendier  of  that  Hpufe  to  f^vt  it  a  decided  native. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  could  not  conceive  upon  w&ai 
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grounds  gentlemen  fliould  fuppoCc  .that  the  French  corps^  would 
betray  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged,  or  a£t  contrary  to 
their  profefllons*  The  &ilurc  of  the  Quibcion  expedition  was 
brought  forward,  but  it  was  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  failure  of 
that  expedition  was  owing  either  to  the  mifoianagenntent  at  home,  or 
want  of  courage  and  energy  in  the  French  enugr;uits  abroad ;  it  was 
owing  to  one  of  thofe  unforefeen  circumAances  that  ,are  lively  to 
happen  in  every  civil  war ;  and  it  did  not  follow  becaufe  tfiere  were 
fome  treacherous  men  who  were  employed  in  that  expediti(Mi,  that 
we  fliould  therefore  ccafc  to  employ  thofe  emigrants  whofe  dctefta* 
tion  of  their  countrymen's  condu£t  would  operate  to  preveiu  them 
from  following  their  example. 

General  TARLETON  with  rcfpcft  to  the  Quiberon  ezpeditioa 
obferved,  it  was  a  matter  of  extreme  furprife  to  him,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  (bould  withhold  that  information  from  the 
Houfe,  which  would- enable  it  to  judge  with  accuracy,  upon  what 
was  or  was  not  the  real  caufc  of  its  failure.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  -  when  firft  applkd  U>  for  that  purpofe,  did  not  himfclf 
-^make  ai^  folid  objedtion  to  the  production  of  whatever  might  be 
ne)Ee(£iry  for  the  iifformation  of  the  Houfe  ;  hut  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  power  had  fumifhed'the  honourable  gentleman  with  a  num* 
ber  of  reafohs  why  fuch  information  (hould  not  be  granted.  Cer- 
tain he  was,  that  if  the-  papers  which  had  been  moved  for  refpoSbng 
the  bufinefs  were  brought  forward,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  find  there  was  that  in  them,  which  would  be  more  than 
fulficient  to  call  down  upon  him  not  only  the  cenfure,  but  the 
puni(bment  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  objeft  to  any  difcafiion  on  itvt 
Ytibjed  at  this  time.  He  would  convince  the  Houfe  by  the  mail 
unanfwerable  arguments,  of  the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  pro- 
ducing the  papers  alluded  to.*  If  any  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
make  a  motion  on  that  fubjeCl,  he  had  no  doubt  of  carrying  con- 
virion  to  the  mind  of  every  member  in  the  Houfe,  at  to  the  im- 
policy of  acceding  to  fudi  a  rcqueft.  He  had  no  objeAion  to  go  into 
a  difcuflion  of  the  buluiefs,  if  gny  gentleman  thought  the  papers 
already  produced  contained  fufEcient  grounds  to  arraign  the  conduifi 
of  Minifters,  and  would, appoint  a  day  for  fuch  difci^on* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  r^ 
honourable  Secretary  at  War,  concerning  the  failure  of  the  Quibe- 
ron expedition,  being  clafled  among  the  unforefeen  calamities  of^ 
civil  war.  If  Miniilers  will  employ  ipen  who  are  unworthy  o£ 
truft  and  oonBdencc,  who  have  proved  themfelvcs  fo  on  every  ooca- 
fion  where  they  have  been  trufted,  what  can  be  expected  but  defeat 


rtrin,  ind  dtfgrace?-  As  to  the  Qjuboon  aflair,  he  had  alwayk 
thought  it,  and  thould  ever  think  it  one  of  the  worft  planned,'  mcft 
ihhinnanlr-mirmanaged  expeditions,  that  ever  difgraced  the  annals 
of  this,  or  any  other  country. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  refolution  pfopoted  was  for  granting  the  fum  of 
-190,0001  towards  the  expence  of  building  barradcs. 

Mr.  GREY  pointedly  reprobated  the  fyftem.  He  conceived  it 
t  dangerous 'ionovation  on  the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  HARRISON  wiflied'to  know  if  the  money  was  to  be  ex- 
pended-in  ercding  any  new  barracks. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  no  new  ones  would  be  built  unleft 
Ihcy  were  wanted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  farther  confid;:ration  of  the  report  of  the  real-fucceflion  tax  biU 
fliould  be  read,  and  the  report  now  taken  into  confideration. 

Mr.  CREWE  objefted  to  the  tax,  and  mowd  that  the  report 
be  taken'inro  farther  confideration  this  dav  three  months. 

Lord  <JEORGE  CAVENDISH  fcconded  the  motion.  He 
(aid  that  this*  tax  appeared  liable  to  two  principal  objeAions.  The 
infecurity  whicH  it  would  give  to  landed  property,  and  the  pro- 
duftion  of  deeds,  which,  ftom  the  power  vefted  in  the  Commif* 
fiorters  of  the  revenue,  it  would  render  neceffary.  It  would  tend 
to  depreciate  landed  property.  It  would  tend  to  equaltfe  all  property, 
and  would  operate  as  a  confifcation  of  all  the  great  landed  cdatcs  m 
the  counny,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Government.  Confidering  this  as 
Its  efFeft,  he  was  called  upon  to  refill  it,  and  if  the  levelling  princi-' 
pie  was  carried  into  a£Hon,  he  cared  but  little  whether  it  was  in* 
troduced  by  the  high  hand  of  power,  or  came  from  the  quarter 
which  fome  moft  apprehended.  As  the  bill  had  been  but  lately 
printed,  and  had  only  been  one  day  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen,  and 
as  the  principle  of  the  meafure  was  fo  new  and  important,  ho 
thought  time  Ihoulid  be  given  to  confider  it  maturely,  and  that  fome 
delay  fhould  take  place. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  degree  in  which  the  bill- 
would  afFed  landed  property,  was  fo  fmall,  that  it  could  not  have  . 
the  cfFeft  of  equalizing  it  in  the  way  dated,  lior  could  it  operate  as 
a  confifcation  of  great  property,  fince  it  operated  only  in  proportion 
to  the  amount,  and  would  be  the  fame  to  great  and  to  fmall.  It 
was  a  tax  that  never  could  diminifh  'the  capital  in  any  material  (de- 
gree. It  never  could  be  paid  with  rclu<5hnce,  bccaufc  the'  pcrfons 
by  whom  it  would  be  paid,  would  ftand  in  that  degree  of  relation- 
Yh(p  to  the  dcvifee,  or  intefiate,  which'  would  induce  them  to  con- 
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fider  tfieir  aoquifidon  of  the  property,  either  by  devife  or  deferpt, 
asa  remote,  or  unexpeded  event,  and  they  would,  of  ooorTe,  fed 
litde  or  no  hard(hip  in  paying  (he  tax  out  of  that  pixipqty  whidi, 
perhaps,  they  did  not  think  they  had  a  rigfit  to»  at  leaft  did  not 
exped  toenjoy.  How  was  it  pofl|ble  for  this  tax  to  fwallow  up 
the  capital,  in  how'  many  years  could  it  produce  fuch  an  cfie6t  I 
There  muft  be  a  quick  fuoceflion  of  collateral  defoents  to  produo(^ 
miy  thing  like  fuch  ^n  cScSt ;  and  it  was  not  probable  that  collate- 
ral defcent  would  occur  fucccflively,  without  the  intervention  of 
Hneal  defcents.  |t  had  be^  bid,  that  this  t^x  would  have  an  ope- 
ration of  a  difagreeable  nature  to  the  public,  by  compelling  them  ta 
the  produAipn  of  their  tjtle  deeds,  and  a  qofifequent  expofidon  of 
their  -tenures,  and  the  incumbrances  that  their  eflates  migjht  be 
fubjedl  to ;  this,  he  obferved,  was  an  unfair  aigumenjt,  and  neidicr 
juftifiable  upon  the  principles  of  thf  biU,  nor  as  fnattor  of  bSt^ 
The  fadk  was,  the  biU  in  no  infiance  went  to  compel  the  difdofim 
p[  any  f^ch  circvmftances.  The  noble  (x>rd  had  iaidf  it  was 
necefTary  that  at  leaft  the  Houfe  (hould  have  more  time  to  oonfidcr 
of  a  fuli^eft  fp  important.  T^e  i^oble  Lor^  oould  nor  be  %0Qraitt 
of  the  bill  having  been  committed,  reported,  prints,  and  in  dis 
bands  of  every  member  feveral  webks  (iqoe ;  and  furely  that  waf 
fttflSciem  time  tp  have  taken  its  merit$  or  demerits  intp  coqSdenh 
tbn. 

Mr.  Aldrrman  ^EWNHAM  faid,  it  was  a  WU  duit  muft  tend 
to  the  mjury  of  the  country ;  it  would  prevent  men  from  acqoiiii^ 
landed  property,  as  thqr  would  be  confcious  that  they  could  not 
tranfmit  it  to  a  (bilateral  relation,  wtd^out  its  value  being  diminifiied 
by  fuch  a  fax.  |t  was  a  fyftem  that  wpuld  deprire  the  oountiy  of 
its  wealth  and  its  inhabitsnts,  as  men  would  of  courfe  pur^afe 
land,  in  other  countries  where  no  fuch  reftraint  exifled.  The 
worthy  Alderman  faid  it  was  unworthy  of  the  Houfe  of  Coounons 
tQ  take  the  burden  off  from  themfelves  and  lay  it  on  pofterity*  He 
was  convinced  it  would  be  ^  tax  odious  to  the  public.  That  and 
the  wine-duty  bill  would  be  confidered  as  two  qf  thf  mpft  unpopUr 
lar  bills  of  thp  prefent  Parliament. 

Mr.  HARRISON  thought  the  principle  of  die  bill  very  excep- 
tionable, and  that  the  c}aufes  of  it  were  (q  Ipof^y  drawn  as  tp  opca-> 
6pn  much  difpute. 

MfTM.  ROBINSON  oppqfed  die  bill.  * 
Mr.  BULLER  objeded  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  thoi^ 
that  fo  important  a  meafure  (hould  not  have  been  left  to  fi>  late  a 
period  of  the  feffion  and  of  the  FarU4meqt>    ydwn  if  oould  iKH 
obtain  the  confidcration  it  ircqnired. 
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^Tht  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (kid,  that  dio  principle  of  the 
ineafure  had  at  leaft  been  long  before  the  Houie.  It  was  faid  on  a 
former  occkfion,  why,  for  the  paltry  fum  of  ioo,oooI.  introduce 
die  precedent  of  a  tax  of  this  i>ature  ?  but  if  this  was  reallr  a  tax  on 
papitaly  tufply  this  fum  bore  liftl^  proportion  tp  the  landed  capital  of 
die  country.  In  h&t  it  was  s^  tax  on  income,  tp  be  paid  by  in* 
intents  daring  the  firft  four  years  of  pofleflion, 

A(f r.  FOX  faidy  that  all  the  objeftioni  to  this  meafure  remained 
in  full  force*  It  was  in  hA  what  he  had  Aated  it,  a  tax  upon  oa** 
pital,  for  it  was  levied  in  pfoportion  to  that  capital,  {f  it  wae 
fpal)y  a  tax  upon  income,  why  tpc  fairly  lay  it  upon  income  i  It 
was  (aid  that  it  was  to  be  paid  by  inflalmpnts  during  the  firft  four 
years,  but  if  tfie  fapne  wgs  paid  by  thf^  man  that  enjoyed  four  and. the 
man  that  enjoyed  forty  years,  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  faid  to 
JptztSLX  \3fon  income.  In  fuch  a  country  as  thb,  all  taxes  on  ca-* 
fital  were  particularly  dang^ys^  He  did  not  mean  to  undervalue 
die  Conitifution  of  t^is  country,  but  he  believed  that  much  of  our 
profpertty  inight  be  owing  to  the  complete  difpofal  of  property  which 
was  enjoyed.  If  this  taa^  had  been  laid  on  Ae  tranfmilTion  of  pro- 
perty by  £de,  he  bdieved  no  i|ian  would  have  denied  its  bad  eflRrdi 
but  when  freedom  of  difpoCd  even  at  death  was  impaired  by  annexr 
ing  btm)ens  to  the  tranfmiflion,  the  bad  oonfequences  would,  in  a 
pertain  degree,  be  felt.  In  all  cafes  wh^  the  payment  of  the  tax 
dqiended  upon  the  terms  of  fucceiJion,  prodndlion  of  deeds  was'in* 
evitabkt  Whcti)pr  a  brother  fucpeqled  as  heir  to  his  brother  or  to 
bis  father,  in  a  variety  of  poQible  cafes,  he  would  be  Ibble  or  not 
liable  to  dip  tax ;  of  <!o^rfe  a  minute  examinadon  of  fetdements 
would  be  neoeflary,  if  the  tax  was  m^nt  to  be  pfFefiivcly  levied. 
With  rqgard  to  the  levying  loo,opol.  by  the  tax,  it  was  not  the 
extent  of  this  fum,  but  the  precedent  that  was  thought  to  be  dan- 
gerous: it  might  be  extended  to  diredt  fucceflion ;  and  he  faw  no 
difference  in  the  principle.  It  was  faid,  diere  was  lefs  right  to  ex* 
foSt  in  the  cafes  fubjeft  to  the  tax :  but  there  were  many  inftancea 
where  the  expp£fai^on  was  greater  in  collateral  than  in  direct  defcenr, 
^  in  the  cafe  of  entails,  where  the  hpir  had  a  greater  certainty  of 
the  pofleffion  than  a  fon,  whofe  father  might  difpofe  of  what  part 
of  his  efbte  hp  pleafed.  Upon  the  whole,  there  was  no  principle 
of  taxadon  mofe  deftrudlive  than  that  which  tended  to  defhroy  for- 
cibly the  power  of  pcchange  and  tranfmiffion,  and  thereby  lelTcn  the 
defire  of  acquiiidon.  And,  gs  this  bill  encroached  upon  this  prin* 
ciple,  he  hoped,  notwith^anding  the  refulc  of  former  divifions, 
that  the  Hoide  would  conlider  fcrioufly  the  confequcnces  that  might 
follow  from  fo  new  aqd  unprecedented  a  fyftem  of  taxation. 
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The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  defended  tfaw  mode  of  tax- 
Udon,  and  maintaine';  it  was  as  eafy  a  one  a&any  in  Che  prefent  cir- 
mimfbnoes  could  be' adopted  ;  that  it  was  juftified  by  precedent,  for 
tf)c  fame  princij^  was  recognizfd  in  the  Legacy  bill :  perfiaps  if 
this  tax  was  rejedcd,  fome  other  more  objedionable  might  be  fub- 
fiituted.  He  was  certain  the  tax  could  not  be  confideird  as  any 
hardfliip  on  the  Public^  and  the  objedions  urged  againft  it  were 
jtiiehy  as  were  untenable ;  upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  tax  well  de- 
ferving  the  attention  of  the  Houfe. 

General  SMITH  fpoke  agunft  die  bill,  as  a  paltry  expedient 
for  raifing  a  trifling  (umi  which  could  have  been  much  better  fup« 
)4ied  by  dtd^rent  me^ni. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEV  obfcrved,  that  the  aiprnienti 
dfirred  in  fupport  of  this  bill  tended  to  (hew  that  a  long  time  would 
eUpTe  before  the  tax  would  produce  an  effedt  upon  the  capital,  and 
this  he  admitted  might  be  true,  becaufe  it  was  neceflary  to  make 
ik  bad  principle  gradual  in  its  operation ;  but  he  had  no  fecuiity 
Againft  the  increafe>of  it  if  the  principle  were  once  eftabiifiied* 
Tht  firft  bill  went  entirety  to  tax  the  capital,  for  landed  property 
was  valued  at  28  years  purdiafe,  and  the  prefent  bill  was  only  fub^ 
ftitutedonaccountof  theobje6{tonablentftureoftheformer»  butal* 
though  it  was  more  mild,  it  did  not  vary  in  its  prindplc.  Property 
in  the  funds  might  be  liable  to  fuch  a  tax  for  aught  h^  knew,  for  if 
a  Oiining  duty  was  laid  upon  «very  loool.  invrftef  m  the  funds, 
there  would  be  no  difference-  In*  principle.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  devended  the  tax  upon  the  principle  of  taking  money  from 
fhole  who  werfe  able  to  pay  it,  which  was  neither  more  nor  left  than 
*e  principle  of  an  highwayman.  The  bill  aded  s^inft  the  fpirit 
^the  Conftitution,  which  impofed  taxes  on  articles  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  made  it  optional  to  every  one,  whether  he  would  ufc  vthc 
Micle  fo  taxtfd  j  but  this  bill  declares,  that  if  the  fubjeft  has  mo. 
ney.  Government  will  have  a  fliarc  of  it.  The  only  way  in  which 
eollateral  fucceffors  would  be  able  to  pay  the  tax  within  the  limited 
time,  would  in  numberlcfs  cafes  be  by  borrowing  money,  fo  that  the 
'  ftrft  bill  ftill  ftared  them  in  the  face.  The  tax  would  operate  upon 
fte  capital  tnAead  of  the  income,  and  ho  one  could  doubt,  but  a 
tax  upon  lineal  fucceffion  would  take  place  when  this  upon  colla- 
rals  had  been  eftablilhcd.  Political  writers  had  fomerimes  fug- 
gefted  a  tax  upon  capital,  by  taking  off  all  the  taxes  on  confump- 
tion  ;  but  he  had  never  met  with  a  writer  whoadvifed  a  tax  upon 
oonfumption  and  the  capital  too.  The  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution 
hinged  upon  the  equality  of  taxation,  •  except  in  theinftanccs  of  the 
laud  and  houfe  tax,  which^  though  they  approadaed  near  la  A» 
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principle  of  Hm  tax,  were  4>etter.  •  Suppofe  a  tax  was  impofed^  that 
aflfe^ed  London  alone,  all  England  would  be  in  an  upioar  about  it» 
becaufe  every  town  and  village  would  expe£t  it  to  be  afterwards  ex- 
tended in  the  fame  arbitraiy  way.  This  principle  loft  America^ 
mnd  the  increafe  of  the  (lamp  a£t  and  other  taxes  h^  been  produced 
in  the  fame  gr^idual  manner.  The  bill  might  pafs  now,  but  he 
was  fure  that  it  muft  be  afterwards  repealed,  for  although  perfons^ 
were  to  deliver  an  account  of  their  ^ftates  by  declaration,  if  that  de- 
claration were  falfe  they  would  be  fubje(^  to  a  penalty,  and  confe- 
quently  in  order  to  atteft  the  truth  of  that  declaration,  an  opportu- 
nity was  given  to  the  Commillioners  to  call  for  an  infpefiion  of  the 
private  papers  of  every  perfon  whom  they  mig^t  choofe  to  control. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  he  wiflied  for  the  adoption  of  fome  other  tax. 

Mr.  BASTARD  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr^ 
Windham)  would  have  been  the  laft  man  to  have  held  out  in  th9 
defence  of  fuctx  a  meafure.  The  principle  of  the  bill  originated  in 
the  Conftituent  Aflembly  of  France,  where  the  tree  grew,  and  the 
fruit  was  now  brought  over  to  the  Britiih  Parliament.  It  was  an 
eftabliflied  rule  in  all  taxes  not  to  make  more  money  than  was  due^ 
but  in  this  bill  a  contrary  rule  was  eftabliflied,  and  a  provifion  nud^ 
for  returning  the  furplus  back.  Another  provifion  which  he  repro^ 
bated  was,  that  whidi  fuffered  the  Commiffioners  to  take  from  one 
man  what  was  due  by  another.  The  very  expence  attending  th^ 
Colle£ling  of  it  alfo,  he  obferved,  would  be  greater  than  the  tax» 
fince  perfons  muft  be  employed  for  valuation,  and  Attorneys,  and 
la(tlyi  poor  tenants  would  be  obliged  to  come  before  the  Commif- 
fioners of  the  land  tax  for  the  purpofe  of  difpute.  He  fuppofed  it 
would  be  fo  odious,  that  the  Commiffioners  M'oidd  frequently  refufe 
to  carry  it  into  eSk&.  He  had  himfelf  loft  an  overchaige  once  upon 
the  aftefted  taxes,  rather  than  fubje6l  himfelf  to  the  great  trouble 
and  inconvenience  of  recovery,  and  fuch  would  be  the  cafe  with 
fons  implicated  in  this  bill.  If  die  bill  were  only  a  tax  on  income, 
be  faw  no  reafon  why  places  and  peniions  by  reverfion  (hould  not 
be  fubjef^,  finqe  they  came  within  the  purview  of  the  bill.  It  re- 
niindcd  him  of  the  fable  of  the  Boy  with  the  Goofe  and  Golden 
£!ggs,  and  he  .conceived  it  would  be  better  to  rip  up  the  whole  of 
property  at  once,  than  proceed  ftep  by  ftep  in  this  way  to  deftroy  it* 

Mr.  M.  MONTAGU  afked,  whether  they  would  take  mo* 
cey  from  thofe  who  have  it  not  ? .  He  approved  of  the  bill,  becaufo 
it  was  brought  forward  to  fave  property  from  the  attacks  of  lawleffi 
banditti,  by  fupporting  a  juft  and  neceflary  war  againft  Jacobin 
^inciples* 

Sir  ADAM  FERGUSON  iaid,  whoever  had  been  the  frarnei^ 
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df  the  billy  die^  (ieilainiy  had  been  entirely  ighohint  of  the  law  of 
Soodand,  as  its  provifions,  as  they^  at  preTent  flood,  would  be  faond 
to  be  wholly  impnlAicable  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  ho- 
nourable Baionet  then  entered  into  a  detailed  difcuflion  of  the  dif- 
ferent claufes  in  the  IhU,  in  fupport  of  his  opinion.  In  the  caft 
which  had  been  put  of  tfie  liability  of  a  fecond  ion  to  pay  die  tax  iit 
cafe  of  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he  had  HO  difliculty  in  lay- 
ing, that  by  the  law  of  Scotland  he  wsft  clearly  liable  to  the  tax^ 
which  was  not  intended,  as  he  underflood,  by  the  filtnefs  of  Ad 
bill .  There  was  alfo  a  claufe  for  exempdng  mortgaiged  efldtes  fioni 
the  tax,  which,  certainly,  was  a  very  proper  exception ;  but  nd 
mendon  was  made  of  eftates  incumbered  with  perfonal  debts,  \iridch 
by  the  law  of  Soodand,  were  underflood  toconflituteasfair  adaiiA 
upon  the  eftate  as  a  mortgage.  Thefe  and  feveral  other  Mcm^ 
dons,  he  flated,  with  a  view  of  ibewing  the  neceffi^  of  maldiig 
fome  alterations  in  the  bill,  if  they  wi(hed  it  to  be  efibdive.  But 
he  objefted  to  the  tax  altogether,  as  one  that  would  be  paitkulariy 
unpopular  in  Scodand,  where  there  was  a  vaft  paitiality  to  fiimi^ 
cflates,  a  partiality  which  it  was  wife  to  encourage,  but  ^diidi  die 
prefent  bill  tended  in  no  inconfidecible  degree  to  diminilh  or  to  de* 
ffaroy. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  repeated  the  oj^nion  diat  he 
had  given  on  a  former  day,  that  die  pcefiuit  was  a  vexy  in^xxtant 
meafure.  He  pnrfefled,  however,  that  he  had  heard  no  fiidifafliory 
reafon  why  the  bill  (hould  be  thrown  out,  or  the  confideratian  of 
St  poftponed,  becaufe  all  the  objedions  which  the  honourable  Baro- 
net, who  had  juft  lat  down,  had  been  fo  good  as  to  flart,  ro^t 
either  be  obviated  or  removed  by  amendments  introduced  into 
the  bill ;  and  becaufe  the  obje£Hons  which  had  been  uig^  by  an- 
other honourable  Baronet  agaififl  its  principle,  feemed  to  him  to  be 
totally  groundlefs.  After  combating  the  cbjefiions  to  the  particu- 
lar claufes  of  the  bill,  he  aflerted  thatit  was  not  a  tax  upon  capital, 
but  a  tax  upon  income,  which  was  to  be  paid  by  the  heir  by  rq;alar 
inftallments,  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  four  years  after  his  fucoeffion, 
fo  that  it  did  not  ztkA  the  value  of  the  inheritance  :  it  was  merely 
a  tax  upon  his  life  eftate.  For  if  he  died  before  thefe  four  years 
had  clapfed,  what  was  the  confequence  ?  After  his  death  the 
whole  was  no  longer  liable  te  the  tax.  He  contended  that  the  tax 
'was  as  eligible  as  any  could  be  propofed,  and  he  hoped  that  it 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  a  great  majority  of  the  Houfo. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  h';  could  not  give  a  iiteot  vote  on  die 
queftion.  He  would  not  follow  the  learned  gpndeman  throui^ 
die  long-  detail  of  the  dif&renoe  between  the  EnglHh  and  Scotch 
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Uws.  What  had  £sillen  from  the  gentlemen  on  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe,  many  of  whom  could  not  poflfibly  be  adtuated  by  party  mo- 
tives, would,  he  trufted,  induce  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  grant  the  delay,  which  he  perceived  in  a  certain  degree  was 
wrung  from  him,  ip  confequcnce  of  the  ai^guments  which  he  had 
heard  this  night.  The  Attorney  General  had  made  fome  general 
obfervations  on  taxes,  and  aflerted,  that  in  his  mind,  the  prefent 
tax  was  lefs  exceptionable  than  any  he  remembered  to  have  been 
lately  impofed*  But  the  prefent,  Mr.  Sheridan  was  convinced, 
was  the  mod  execrable  meafure  of  finance  that  ever  came  before 
Parliament,  and  if  he  excepted  the  Legacy  Bill,  it  was  merely 
bccaufe  it  had  been  fandlioned  by  an  a£t  of  the  Legiflature.  He 
had  no  fcruple  to  &y,  that  both  with  refped  to  the  Scotch  and 
£ngli(h  laws,  the  prefent  bill  was  utterly  impradticable,  and  if. 
t^e  were  allowed,  even  till  Thurfday,  any  gentleman  who  exa- 
mined it  with  a  keen  eye^  would  fee  that  it  abounded  with  the 
grofleft  errors  and  inconfiftencies.  He  was  againft  any  tax  that 
ihifced  the  burden  to.pofterity;  for  he  thought  that  thofe  who 
fubmitted  to  meafures  which  neceflfarily  produced  taxation,  (hould 
themfelves  feel  the  burden,  as  it  might  operate  to  prevent  them 
from  fupporting  the  prefent  irrational  (ydem  of  warfare.  He  had 
ufed  this  language  on  a  former  occafion,  and  he  would  ufe  it  again, 
thoqgh  it  might  be  perverted  as  heretofore  without  doors  by  thofe 
who  made  him  fay,  that  he  wifhed  that  the  people  were  heavily 
bvirthened  with  taxes.  The  prefent  meafure  was  defended  on  the 
grounds,  that  it  was  a  tax  to  fupport  a  war  calculated  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  progrefs  of  Jacobin  principles,  and  to  prevent  the  poor  from 
robbing  the  rich.  Was  the  meafure  defirable  on  the  grounds,  that 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  juftifiable  in  robbing  the  rich  in 
preference  to  the  poor  i  Such  an  argument  reminded  him  of  the 
fhepherd  in  the  farce,  who  faid  he  had  a  mode  of  curing  the  (heep 
of  the  rot  ;  but  when  aiked  how,  he  replied,  by  cutting  their 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  oppofed  the  principle  of  the  biU, 
and  the  claufe  particularly  which  related  to  quarries  and  mines,  as 
thefe  belonged,  in  many  inftances,  to  the  proprietor  of  the  foil, 
and  would  be  liable  to  a  double  tax. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reminded  the  Houfe  that  the  only  quef- 
tion  now  was,  whether  the  bill  fhould  be  poftponed  for  three 
n^onths,  which  was  equal  to  reje<^ing  the  bill.  That  he  fliould 
be  againft  poftpdning  it ;  but  in  the  con(idcration  of  the  Report 
thove  would  be  an  opportunity  of  difcufling  many  of  the  points 
which  had  been  preflipd  in  tbt  courfe  of  this  debate. 

Vol.  XLV.  4^0 
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Mr.  MARTIN  obfcrvcd,  that  he  had  heard  it  faid,  it  was 
furprifing  that  this  bill  (hould  be  fo  unpopular  out  of  doors,  and 
yet  that  there  (hould  be  fo  little  oppofitioa  to  it  in  that  Hoiifc.  — 
He  had  feen  too  many  things  of  that  kind  to  make  the  thing  fur-r 
prifing  to  him.  It  would  always  be  fo  until  jhe  people  had  a  bet- 
ter reprcfcntation  in  Parliament.     He  difapproved  of  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  confideration  of  the  Report  now,  r  8 1 

For  poftponing  it  three  months,  -      -       -       52 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  take  the  .Report  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  have  a  mea- 
sure to  propofe  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  by  way  of  obvi- 
ating  fome  objeflions  with  regard  to  the  operation  it  might  have, 
as  it  ftood,  upon  property  in  rhines. 

The  amendments  were  then  all  read,  agreed  to,  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engro(rcd,  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday,  if  then  en- 
groflfed,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  a  refcrve  was  made  by  the  Mini- 
fter,  when  he  opened  the  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year, 
by  which  he  fecurcd  to  himfelf  a  power  of  making  another  Auftrian 
Loan.  He  wi(hed  to  know  what  were  the  Minifter*s  intentions 
upon  that  fubjeSr — Did  he  mean  to  bring  fuch  Loan  forward 
this  fe(rion  ? — If  he  did,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  the  day  ;  be- 
caufe  he  (hould  think  it  necefiary  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe 

m 

on  fuch  an  occafion.  HewMhcd  to  know  whether  the  MinUtcr 
had  made  up  his  mind  on  that  fubjedt— whether  he  was  to  make 
ufc  of  the  power  which  he  fcemed  to  have  kept  in  referve  I 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  ih  anfwer  to  the  queiftion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  it  was  not  his  intention,  in  the  courfc  of 
the  prefent  Se(rionof  Parliament,  to  make  any  propo(ition  of  that 
kin^.'  ■'■''■-    ''     " 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  on 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of  carrying  negroes  from  Africa  to 
the  V/eft-Indies,  &c.  which  being  read, 

General  TARLETON  prefented  a  petition  from  Liverpool, 
praying  that  the  bill  n\zy  not  pafs  into  a  law.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  bill. 

'Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  then  obferved,  that  it  was  too  late 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiife  on  this  bill  to- 
night, and  therefore  he  (hould  move  that  the  Houfe  (hould  go  ialo 
that  Committee  on  Wednefday  next.  *  ' 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  defired  the  Houfe  to  confidcr,  whc- 
Acr  or  not  they  were  likely  to  have  a  full  attendance  on  that  day. 
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fbr  the  fubjcA  Was  of  very  great  importance^  and  deferred  the 
ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe.  At  all  events,  care  (hould  be  taken 
that  the  bill  (hould  not  be  loft,  from  the  advanced  period  of  the 
feffion.  ^ 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Cdmmittee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  on  Wcdncfday  next. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  he  leartied  he  was  mifunder- 
ftood  with  regard  to  the  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  on  the 
papers  now  before  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  condud  of  the  Weft- 
India  and  Quiberon  expeditions.  He  did  not  wifti,  at  all  events^  to 
delay  his  motion  upon  that  fubje6l  to  Wcdnefday  fe'rinight.  He 
undcrftood  that  all  the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe,  upon  that  fiib- 
jed,  would  be  printed  by  Thurfday,  and  therefore  he  ftiould  make 
his  motion  on  Friday  next.  After  a  few  words  fiom  Mr.  Dundas> 
Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  underftood  to  ftand  for  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Sheridan  tlien  obferved,  that  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Grey]  had  afked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  queftion^  Whe- 
ther he  intended  that  an  Auftrian  loan  ftiould  take  place  ?  To 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  anfwered — "  Not  in 
the  prefent  feflion."  This  anfwer  was.  a  little  ambiguou$.  He 
would  fay,  however,  he  fuppofed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  mean  to  propofe  another  Auftrian  loan.  We  were  to  un- 
derftand  now  that  no  money  would  be  advanced  to  the  Eitiperor 
from  the  Executive* Government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  "  The  queftion,  as  it  is  now  puj 
to  me,  is  one  which  I  cannot  anfwer.  One  queftion  is.  Whe- 
ther I  ftiall  propofe  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  in  another  feflion  ?— • 
To  diat  I  fay,  according  to  circumftances  which  fliall  exift  in  ano- 
ther feftion  it  iHuft  be  regulated.  I  have  no  difiiculty,  however,  in 
faying,  that  if  at  any  period  it  ftiali  be  neceflary,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  coniidertng  the  propriety  of  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  to  call 
on  Parliament,  I  may  do  fo ;  I  by  no  means  wifli  to  pledge  myfelf 
not  to  call  on  Parliament  for  that  purpofe,  if  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
according  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  common  caufe  to  do  fo.  On 
the  contrary,  I  admit  that  it  may  be  neceflary  and  proper.  I  beg 
to  be  underftood  that  I  do  not  give  up  an  Auftrian  loan  this  year ; 
1  only  &y,  I  fliali  not  propofe  it  this  feftion. 

Mr.  GREY.  <'  The  right  honourable  gentleman  now  fays,  he 
does  not  mean  to  debar  himfelf  from  calling  on  Parliament  in  a  fu- 
ture feftion,  if  neceflary,  for  the  purpofe  of  granting  a  loan  to  the 
Emperor  ;  but  before  he  comes  to  pledge  the  Houfe  to  any  thing 
upon  that  fubjed):,  we  have  a  right  to  aftc  him,  Whedier  he  has  it 
in  contemplation  to  advance  to  the  Emperor^  under  any  pretence 
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whatever  of  ferving  the  common  canfc,  a  fum  of  money  widiout 
the  confent  of  Parliament  ?  Am  I  to  underftand  this  from  hioi— 
that  he  has  it  not  in  contemplation  to  propoTe  to  advance  any  fum 
of  money  to  the  Emperor  during  the  recefs  i  Becaufe»  if  he  has  it 
in  contemplation  to  advance  money  to  the  Emperor  at  this  moment, 
under  the  plea  of  public  neceflity,  and  to  propofe  the  ratification  of 
that  a£l  in  a  future  feflion  of  Parliament,  or  perhaps  to  a  new  Par- 
liament, I  fhould  endeavour  to  record  a  determination  of  this 
Houfe,  at  lead  I  (hould  propofe  <  it  to  the  Houfe  before  we  feparatCy 
that  **  to  advance  money  to  the  Emperor,  without  the  confent  of 
Parliament,  is  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor^"— for  this,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  appears  to  me  to  be  our  duty." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  "  If  His  Majcfty's  Miftiftcrs  (hould 
(be  circumflances  which  (hould  induce  them  to  advance  money  to 
the  Emperor,  or  any  other  of  His  MajeAy's  Allies,  for  fulBUiogthe 
purpofe  of  the  alliance,  what  they  fhould  advance  is  a  qucflion  to 
which  I  cannot  be  called  upon  to  give  an  anfwer.  His  MajeOy'k 
Minifters  muft  exercife  their  difcretion  upon  that  fobjed ;  in  the 
exercife  of  that  difcretion  they  will  be  refponfible  to  Parliament.  If 
any  fuch  neceflity  fhould  arife>  that  will  be  a  fit  fubje£k  for  the  con- 
fideration  of  Parliament,  and  then  the  queflion  will  be — **  Whc* 
ther  Parliament  (hall  be  fatisfied  with  die  exercife  of  that  difcre* 
tion  ?"  Therefore  I  conceive  I  cannot  give  a  better  anfwer  in  the 
prefent  moment." 

Mr.  GREY.  *^  I  cannot  fufleir  die  bufinefs  to  pafs  in  this  man* 
ner.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  not  to  transfer  its  rights  to  others^ 
I  do  not  a(k,  Whether,  in  fome  po(fible  event,  a  cafe  might  not 
arife,  on  which  the  King's  Minifters  might  exercife  their  difcre- 
tion, but  whether  they  think  it  pofTible  that  fuch  a  cafe  arifes  out  of 
the  prefent  matter^  or  whether  they  have  any  intention  of  advandng 
money  without  applying  to  Parliament  ?  The  right  honourable  goi* 
tleman  (hewed  us  what  he  could  do  in  this  way  three  years  ago.— 
He  fhould  (hew  us  now  whether  he  has  any  thing  of  this  kind  in 
contemplation  ;  if  he  has,  he  ought  to  propofe  it  to  the  Houfe.— 
Should  he  omit  to  propofe  it,  and  afterwards  proceed  upon  any 
views  which  he  may  entertain  in  the  prefent  moment  of  a  fuppofed 
neceflTity,  I  fay,  fuch  condudi  will  be  a  high  crime  and  mifdemea- 
nor,  and  for  which  he  willi  I  hope,  be  very  ferioufly  refponfible 
hereafter.  He  talks  now  very  lightly  of  thefe  things,  but  the  day 
may  come  when  they  will  be  very  ferious  things  to  him.  I  am 
drilling  to  move  this  now,  if  ncceffary,— "  That  to  apply  money» 
during  the  recefs,  for  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  without  the  oonfent 
of  Parliament,  is  a  high  crime  and  irifdemieanor." 
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Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT.  "  The  honourable  gcntlemlih  will 
confider  whether  he  will  make  any  propofidon  to  the  Houfe  or  not; 
that  is  for  him  to  decide  according  to  his  own  difcretion.  To  his 
question  I  (hall  not  make  any  other  anfwer." 

Mr.  GREY.  **  Then  nty  queftion,  I  underftand,  is  an* 
fwercd." 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  was  proceeding,  when  the  Speaker  ob- 
ferved  there  was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfe'rved,  that  the  converfation  was  cettainly 
regular.  There  was  nothing  more  clear  than  diat  a  queftion  fisch 
as  that  put  by  his  honourable  friend  was  regular*  He  concurred  em> 
tirely  with  his  honourable  friend,  that  if  the  Minifter  advasKed  t» 
the  Emperor  any  money,  whidi  he  niight  nbw  have  in  contempla^^ 
tion  to  advance  during  the  recefs,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament^ 
he  would  be  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdcmeanor. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  called  to  orda*.  He  apprehended  tfiat 
the  whole  of  this  conveHation  was  out  of  order,  far  there  Was  Ano- 
ther proceeding  before  the  Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  there  was  a  queftion  about  to  be  put ;  but 
}ie  had  not  put  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  obferved,  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  thd 
Exchequer  had  it  in  contemplation  to  fumifh  the  Eitiperor  With 
money  in  the  receft,  he  fhould  fay  fo,  in  order  Aat  the  Houfe  might 
give  him  authority  for  that  purpofe.  What  objed^ion  could  he  have 
to  declare  his  intentions  on  that  head  ?  Wsls  it  not  fafer,  than  af« 
terwards  to  come  to  the  Houfe  for  an  indemnity  i  He  had  no  ob- 
jcftion  to  move — "  That  if  the  Minifter  had  it  now  in  contempla-^ 
tion  to  fend  money  to  the  Emperor,  and  (hould  fend  it  during  the 
recefs,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament,  he  would  be  guiltjr  of  a 
high  mifdemeanor." 

This  produced  a  cry  of  "  Move !  move  !**  from  the  MintfternI 
fide^  and  hers  the  Converfation  ended. 

Tue/day,   loth  May, 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Wine^ 
duty  bill, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the  notice  he  had 
given  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a  claufe  to  render  the  ftock  of  wiiiff 
in  the  hands  of  private  gentlemen  equally  liable  to  the  new  duty  i^ 
that  in  the  hands  of  dealers,  he  fhould  decline  niakii^any  motion 
to  that  eSk£\.  It  would  certainly  be  unjuft.  to  introduce  excife-ofi^ 
iicers  into  the  dellars  of  private  gentlemen,  although  not  more  f4 
than  to  tax  the  flock  at  prefent  n  the  hands  of  dealers.    It  was  far 
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The  MASTER  of  die  ROLLS  Cud,  he  had  bmc  objcaions  Co 
offer ;  upon  i^hich 

Ij/lt*  Serjeant  ADAIR  dtfchaiged  the  order  of  the  coniqiitment 
tUl  to-rooirowr 

Mr.  FQX.     It  having  fallen  to  my  lot,  both  at  the  commence- 
ment, af|d  iq  the  oourfc  of  the  war,  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with 
fevcral  motions  which  have  not  been  honoured  with  their  concur- 
eence,  ^nd  having  laft  feflfion  pr(>pofed  an  inquiry  into  the  State 
of  the  Nation,  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  think 
Ilfpper  to  aflfeat,  it  may  be  thought  by  foipe,  perhaps,  to  he  rather 
prefumifig  in  me,  again  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fame  fubjeS. 
And  )  gonfefs  that  if  fome  events  had  not  occurred  duriifg  the  lad 
jcar,  rather  lingular  in  their  nature,  I  Ihould  have,  howqver  re- 
ly^ntly,  acquiefccd  in  the  former  decilions  of  the  Houfe,   after 
hayir^g  entered  my  folemn  proteft  againftthe  plans  that  were  adopt- 
ed, and  avowed  my  ftrong  and  complete  difapprobation  of  the 
ilfholc  fyfteii)  of  meafures  that  has  been  purfued.     There  ceruinly 
howeyer  have  happened,  dliring  the  lad  year,  fome  events,  which 
mud,  in  BQ  inconfideraUe  degree,  have  tended  to  alter  the  (enci- 
men(s  of  thofe  ^ith  yvhom  I  had  the  misfortune  to  differ,  as  well 
att.  to  ftrepgthen  and  ocxifirm  the  former  opinions  of  thofo  with 
whpro  I  have  the  honour  to  agree.     The  event  of  great  impor- 
^nce,  and  to  which  I   particularly  allude  is,  the  negopiatiqn  at 
Baflc,  and  the  notice  which  bad  been  given  of  the  ncgociation  with 
fereign  powers.     As  I  ihall  h;ive  occafion  to  comment  upon  this 
tran&dtion  more  fully  afterwards,  I  ihall  only  fay  at  prefent^  ttiat 
qotwithdanding  all  the  applaufes  that  have  been  beftowed  upon  it, 
the  refult  cannot  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of  every  thinking  man 
to  the  prefent  pofture  of  public  affairs ;  it  muft  call  the  atteiition 
qf  every  man  who  is  not  determined  to  a£t  blindly  (a  defcription 
of  perfons,  of  whom  I  hope  there  are  none  in  this  Houfe]  to  the 
fituation  of  the  cpiintry,  and  that  line  of  conduct  vyhich  the  Qo- 
yernment  ought  to  follow*     For  one  diing  that  we  have  learned 
isi  whether  Miniders  have  a£tcd  wifely  or  not,  (no  matter  which 
fop  our  prefent  puTeP^ea)   that  we  have  no  immediate  prpfped 
of  peace.     It  fignifics  but  little,  whether  the  ob(}acle  may  have 
arifen  kovf\  the  unreafonablf  dernands  of  the  enemy,  or  the  mif- 
managemept  of  His  Majefty's  Minifiers ;  but  of  this  we  ^e  afoor- 
tained,  that  yife  haye  no  prQfpe<S  of  peace  (an  event  much  to  be 
lamented,  bujt  more  efpecially  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
QQuntry)  and  fhat  it  is  not  ip  the  ppwer  of  thofe  who  ^rc  intruftecl 
yginh  tlie  adipinidration  of  public  afiairs,  to  obtain  jterms  fnm  the 
enemy,  which  they  dare  to  offer  to  the  lution.-^WtuiteYer  mj 
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be  our  opinions  of  the  cauies  Which  have  led  to  thi$  iitiration,  wt 
muft  all  be  agreed  as  to  the  effect ;  and  none,  I  prefame,  will 
difpute  that  our  fituation  is  woHe  than  it  was  at  the  period  when, 
eidier  by  conqued  or  conceflion,  we  had  a  proipedt  of  approaching 
peace.     Having  dated  tliis  point,  upon  which  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  I  (hall  go  tiltd  k  detail  of  thofe  circumfldnces 
which,  in  my  mind,  have  reduced  us  to  the  fituation  in  which  w<i 
are  now  placed.     I  know  the'Iailgudge  Which  has  been  held  by 
the  Executive  G<>vemment  on  fornict-  oCcafiotVs  of  a  fimilar  nature^ 
and  the  language  which  may  be  ufed  by  the  Executive  Government 
on  the  prefent,  bccaufd  it  is  its  intefeft  to  ufe  it,  is,  that  it  is  not 
our  bufmcfs  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  evil,  but  into  the 
beft  nuxie  of  remedy.     If  thefe  could  be  feparated,  I  admit  that 
the  conclufion  would  be  juft,  but  as  long  as  man  remains  the  fame^ 
I  contend  that  there  is  no  mode  of  extricating  ourfelves  from  dan- 
ger, but  by  retracting  the  circumftances  by  which  we  have  been 
involved  in  the  difficulties'  of  which  we  ,  complain.*— The  firft 
thixig  to  be  done  then  is,  to  take  an  impaitial  review  of  pad  events^ 
which  have  led  to  the  fituation  in  which  wc  now  (land,  that  the 
country  may  be  enabled  to  take  fome  fteps  to  extricate  itfelf  from 
the  fituation  into  which  it  has  fallen.     I  (hall,  therefore,  radiet 
look  retrofpe£lively  than  profpeflively,  and  in  my  retrofpcflivc  view 
I  (hall  not  go  farther  back  than  the  American  war.     Mofl  Mem- 
bers in  the  Houfe  will  rccolle£t  the  calamities  and  misfortunes 
which  befd  us  in  that  conteft,  and  alfo  the  terms  of  peace  which 
in  the  end  we  were  condrained  to  make,  terms  which  I  (hall  not 
argue  at  prefent,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  for  the  advantage  of 
the  country  to  accept,  in  the  circumltances  in  which  it  was  then 
placed.     Many  will  alfo  recollcdt  the  difcu(rions  whicli  took  place 
in  the  courfe  d[  that  war,  and  the  conftant  argument  which  on  all 
occafions  was  preflTcd  from  the  Minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that 
we  ought  to  look  not  retrofpeflively,  but  profpedlvely  ;  that  when 
the  houfe  was  on  fire,  the  queftion  was  not  how  the  fire  was  kin- 
dled, but  how  it  could  be  moft  fpecdily  and  cfiedually  cxtin- 
guiflied.      The  argument   which  we  oppofcd   to  that   was  one 
(bunded  upon  folid  principles,  and  one  which  the  Houlie  liftened  tp 
at  lafi ;  that  a  confideration  of  paft  errors  would  lead  to  future 
amendment ;  and  that  a   change  of  meafures  would  lead  to  a 
change  of  circumfiances ;  and  I  appeal  to  faft,  if  the  truth  of  this 
argument  was  not  confirmed  by  experience.     As  long  as  wc  de- 
clined going  into  a  retrofpe<9iYC  inquiry,  the  war  continued,  and 
our  misfortunes  increafed  ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  Houfe 
adopted  a  reiblution  to  inquire  into  iu  paft  errors,  mcafures  were 
Vol.  XL V.  4? 


654  PAREIAMENTARY  [Coi^moks. 

from  hts  wifli  to  have  the  exclfe  cxt<5hded  to  private  (amilies,  as  well 
from  his  diflike  of  the  fyilem,  as  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  td 
make  fervants  fpies  on  the  proceedings  of  their  mailers^  He  could 
wi(h  that  the  new  duty  on  wines  fiiould  be  confined  to  future  im- 
portations, and  not  made  to  include  the  (lock  at  prefent  oti  hand  ; 
and  he  muft  caution  the  Minider  againft  laying  too  heavy  a  duty  oil 
the  article,  as  fuch  a  ftep  would,  in  all  likelihood,  in  the  couife  of 
a'very  (hort  time,  operate  as  a  prohibition.  Aldiough  it  might  ap« 
pear  that  the  confumption  of  wine,  during  the  laft  year,  was  greater 
dian  in  other  preceding  ones,  yet  he  (hould  recolle£{  the  old  pro- 
verb, "  that  an  additional  hair  may  break  the  camel's  back."  His 
intention  was  to  move  a  claufe  to  the  bill,  by  way  of  rider,  pro- 
viding, that  the  wines  imported  in  confequence  of  the'recent  orders 
fent  abroad,  which  may  arrive  by  the  firft  of  July  next,  (houid  be 
liable  to  the  new  duties,  payable  by  inftalments>  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  duties  upon  fiock  in  hand. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  happy  to  find  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  abandoned  his  original  intention  of  propofing  to  include 
the  dock  of  private  gentlemen  under  the  new  duties ;  and  if  he 
had  a  rider  to  the  tSeA  mentioned  ready  to  be  added  to  the  billi 
he  (hould  have  no  objedtion  to  adopt  his  propofition ;  or  as  it  was 
likely  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  found  it  convenient  to 
prepare  the  claufe  recommended  by  him^  he  (hould  poitpone  die 
third  reading  till  to-morrow,  by  which  time  he  (hould  himfelf  be 
prepared  with  one  to  the  fame  efied). 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  con(idered  it  due  from  him  to  apo- 
logize to  the  Houfe  for  not  being  prepared  with  a  rider,  purfuant 
to  his  intention  ;  but  he  was  completely  taken  by  furprcze  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  as  he  felt  nothing  more  ailoni(hing 
than  that  he  (hould  adopt  any  propofition  fubmitted  'by  him  to  die 
Houfe. 

Mr.  GREY  faid^  diat  the  Cu(tom-houfe  ofHcers  had  coUeaed 
the  duty  propofed  by  the  bill,  before  it  had  received  the  fandion  of 
the  Legiflature.  He  had  on  a  former  night  mendoned  the  fame 
proceeding,  and  was  then  perfeflly  fatisfied  with  the  anfwerof  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe)  on  that  occafion.  He  had,  how- 
ever, fincc  that  time,  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hayward,  a  mer- 
chant, who  lived  at  No.  59,  Fenchurch-ftreet,  which  ftated,.that 
the  officers  of  the  Cu(toms  had  levied  the  duty  on  feveral  pipes  of 
wine,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1 3 61.  The  Commi(rioners  of  the 
Cui^oms  had  been  petitioned  on  the  fubjedt,  but  the  money  had  not 
been  returned.    He  hoped  that  the  matter  would  be  inquired  into^ 
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and  meafures'taken  to  prevent  the  levying  of  the  tax,  until  (he  bill 
had  received  the  fandion  of  the  Legiflature. 

Mr.  FRANCIS,  for  the  purpofe  of  dete(9ing  frauds,  fuggefted 
chat  ftamps  (hould  be  fixed  on  bottles  to  afcertain  their  fixe.  He 
was  opinion,  that  if  the  plan  of  taxation,  laid  down  in  the  billi  con- 
tinued to  be  followed  up,  it  would  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  Revenue, 
The  third  reading  of  the  bill  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  commitment  of  the  Quaker's  bill 
was  read. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  offered  one  obfervation.  It  was  a  matter  of 
ftift  that  the  fcruples  of  confcience,  ftated  to  form  the  grounds  of  the 
ncceffity  of  this  bill,  did  not  proceed  from  the  individuals  them- 
fclves,  but  from  the  operation  of  an  higher  power,  which  at  the 
yearly  meeting  prefcribed  rules  and  orders  in  the  manner  of  a  go- 
vernment, and  excommunicated  the  perfons  who  did  not  obey  them. 
If  fuch  were  the  fafl,  he  thought  that  di<S^atorial  power  ought  to  be 
checked,  and  the  perfons  inclined  to  obey  the  laws  of  their  country 
protected. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  Houfc 
to  take  cognizance  of  this  objedtion,  and  dive  into  the  hearts  of  men. 
for  the  caufes  and  motives  that  regulate  their  opinions.  Whatever 
the  fcruples  *of  the  Quakers  may  be,  they  did  not  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  others,  and  that  he  confidcred  to  be  the  neeeffary  queftion. 

Mr.  EAST  objefted  to  the  bill,  becaufe  it  gave  a  relief  to  Qua- 
kers from  the'  procefs  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  which  was  an  in- 
dulgence not  allowed  to  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  contended,  that  they  were  not  put  upon 
an  equal  footing,  on  account  of  the  expence  of  the  proceedings  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  non-conformity. 

The  SPEAKER  thought  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  intended  to  put  off  the  commitment  when  he  moved  for 
the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day.  If  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who  had  given  notice  of  a  motioa  on  this  day,  chofe  to  de« 
lay  it,  he  might,  but  otherwife  it  was  the  eflabliihed  pra6tice  of  that 
Houfe,  that  when  a  notice  was  given,  it  (hould  fuperfede  every 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  fuppofed,  that  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  would  rather  fub- 
snit  to  fome  fmall  delay,  than  fuiFer  this  bill  to  be  loft. 

Mr.  FOX  was  obliged  to  the  Speaker  for  his  obfervation  ;  and 
faid,  he  muft  certainly  affert  his  right  to  priority,  if  a  difcuflion 
was  liktly  to  take  place  in  tl^  Committee^  indeed  of  upon  the 
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in  the  very  moment  when  they  were  thirfting  moft  for  aggrandize^ 
menty  that  I  have  little  faith  to  repofe  in  them — fo  little,  indeed, 
that  I  cannot  believe  that  the  pacific  views  of  Mimfters  were  foimd- 
cd  upon  thefe  profeffiQ^s  which  wcr<:  made  by  the  French  •,  but  at 
that  very  time  France  wa§  either  engaged  in  adual  hoflilies  with 
Auftria,  or  on  the  point   of  (x>mmcncing  hodilities.     War  was 
fcithcr  begun,  or  tliere  was  a  moral  certainty,  that  it  would  take 
place.     Without  now  difcufling  a  point  (on  which,  howc\*cr,  I 
have  no  ditficulty  in  my  own  mind)  whether  Auftria  or  France  was 
the  aggreflbr,  it   was  fufhcient  that  Minifters  knew  at  the  time, 
that  an  aggreflion  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  one  of  thofe 
powcr^.     And    notwithftanding  the  defeats  which  attended  the 
French  arms  a^  the  outfet,  it   was  the  general  opinion  that  the 
Auftrian  uriitoiry  was  defencclefs,  and  that  it  would  foon  be  over- 
run by  the  enemy's  arms.     But  even  then  a  fifteen-years  peace  was 
talked  of.     I  muft  here  ftate  a  fa6t,  which  certainly  is  not  officially 
confirmed,  but  which  refts  upon  the  general  belief  of  Europe,  that 
before  hoftilitics  commenced  between  Auftria  and  France,  an  in- 
iinuation,  or  rather  a  communication,  was  made  by  England  to 
the  latter  power,  that  if  they  attempted  any  aggreflion  upon  the  ter- 
ritories of  Holland,  which  at  that  time  was  our  ally,  wc  (hould  be 
phliged  to  break  the  neutrality  that  we  had  obfervcd,  and  interfere 
in  the  contsft.     This  meffagc  has  been  differently  interpreted.— 
Some  have  put  upon  it  the  interpretation,  \\hich  I  think,  upon  the 
whole>  is  the  fair  one,  that  it  was  our  policy  to  take  all  prudent 
means  of  avoiding  any  part  in  the  war.     Others  I  know  have  put 
upon   it  a   more  invidious  conftrudlion,  and  inftnuated   that  oui 
meaning  was    neither   more  nor  lefs  than   this,  fpcaking  to  the 
French,  "  Take  you  Auftria  and  do  with  it  what  you  pleafe,  but 
wo  fct  up  the  limits  of  Holland,  beyond  which  you  (hall  not  paii." 
I  ftate  this  to  (hew  at  that  time  Mini(\ers  did  not  forefce  any  pro- 
^jablc  event  which  might  occafion  a  rupture  betweejfi  this  country 
and  France.  That  this  alfo  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Houfe  in 
^hc  Spring  1792,  I  need  not  fpend  time  in  convincing  them.   I  (hall 
however  barely  mention  a  fmall  circumftance  of  a  financial  naturci 
which  happened  near  the  clofe  of  the  fefllon,  which  proves  the  hA 
beyond  difj»ute.     I  mean  the  meafure  of  funding  the  4  per  cents. 
*  At  that  time  the  3  percent,  confols  had  rifen  to  95,  96,  and  97, 
and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  they 
would  rife  to  par,  and  in  this  convidtion,  with  a  view  of  a  proba- 
ble faving,  he  had  loft  the  opportunity  of  a  certain  faving  to  thp 
patlon  of  a  perpetual  Annuity  of  240,0001.;  a  thing  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude d,s  to  prove  to  the  Houfe  that  ^t  that  tioie  the  right  honour- 
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able  gentleman  had  no  eicpeftation  that  the  peace  was  likely  to  be 
difturbcdy  fince  it  induced  him  to  fbr^  the  great  good  which  was 
in  his  power,  in  the  hope  of  the  fmall  and  trifling  addition  dial 
might  have  accured  on  the  extent  of  the  3  per  cents,  riling  to  par. 
I  mention  this  as  a  fadl  fubfidiary  to  the  dectarattons  which   the 
Minifter  made  at  the  commencement  of  that  fcffion,  and   which 
proved,  that  to  the  end  of  it  he  continued  to  entertain  the  fame 
confidence  of  peace.     Thus  ended  the  feflion,  of  1794!     In  the 
courfe  of  the  Summer  1792,  various  events  of  various  kinds  took 
place.     The  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  chiefly  deferves 
notice.     I  (hall  not  now  comment  upon  tfie  nature  of  that  Revolu- 
tion, I  (hall  fpeak  of  it  merely  as  a  Member  of  the  Britiih  Legif- 
lature-,  and  as  an  event  connedted  with  the  intcrefts  of  this  country. 
The  great  alteration  that  it  had  produced  was  changhig  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  from  Monarchy  to  a  Republic.  '  I  know  that  thefe 
are  excellent  words,  and  well  adapted,  as  the  hiftory  of  our  country 
has  proved,  for  enlifting  men  under  oppofite  jfbndards.     But  this 
is  not  the  view  in  which  that  Revolution  is  to  be  confidercd,  a^ 
afFefting  the  policy  of  this  country.     Let  us  in  the  firft  place  con- 
iidcr  its  influence  upon  this  country,  in  the  way  of  example,  and 
the  prevalence  which  it  was  likely  to  give  to  Jacobin  princ^les 
throughout  Europe.     After  this  country  had  feen  the  order  of  the 
nobility  deftroyed,  and  tlicir  titles  abolifhed,  when  it  had  feen  the 
fyftcm  of  equality  carried  to  as  great  a  length  as  it  was  pofljble  to 
carry  it,  except  in  that  one  inftancc  of  the  exiftcnce  of  a  King,  I 
will  even  aflc  thofe  who  are  fondeft  of  the  nanPie  of  Monarchy,  (I 
beg  not  to  be  undcrRood  as  fpeaking  in  the  lead  difrefpeflfully  of 
that  form  of  Government,)  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the  Monarchy 
of  France  previous  to  the  x  oth  of  Auguft,  which  tended  to  fortify 
the  Englifli  Monarchy  ?     Or  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the  fubfe- 
'  quent  Revolution  which  tended  to  render  it  lefs  fecure  than  it  was 
immediately  before  that  event  happened,  when  no  danger  was  ap- 
prehended ?     I  will  aflc  if  there  be  any  fo  attached  to  the  name  of 
Monarchy,  as  after  having  patiently  borne  every  other  confcquencc 
of  Jacobin  principles,  to  induce  men  to  tremble  at  the  annihilation 
of  tnerely  the  name  ?     I  come  now  to  a  nearer  view  of  circum- 
flances — and  I  will  aflc,  if  there  be  a  greater  or  Icfe  profpe<5^  of 
peace  between  this  country  and  France,  fince  the  expultion  of  ti.e 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  than  before  ?     It  is  not  my  difpofition,  an'^  it 
is  hr  from  being  my  wifli  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  to  triumi^t.  over 
the  diftrefles  of  a  fallen  family.     But  confidering  them  as  Kings  rf 
France,  as  truftees  for  the  happinefs  of  a  great  nation,  and  ren,em-» 
bexing  at  the  £une  time  my  old  Englifh  prejudices^  and  1  Ui^y 
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farther  add,  old  £ngli(h  hiRory,  can  I  rqgret  that  expuliion  as  an 
event  unfavourable  to  the  happmcfs  of  the  people  of  France,  or  in- 
jurious to  the  tranquillity  of  Great  Britain  ?  Left,  however,  I 
fhould  be  thought  by  fome  to  approve  more  of  the  condud  of  Minjf- 
ters  than  I  really  do,  I  here  find  it  neceflfary  to  fay  a  few  words  in 
explanation.  I  approve  of  their  fenttments,  in  as  far  as  they 
thought  that  the  French  Revolution  did  not  afford  a  fufficient  caufe 
for  this  country  involving  itfelf  in  a  war,  and  I  appmve  of  their 
condu6t,  in  as  far  as  it  proceeded  upon  a  determination  to  abide 
by  an  invariable  line  of  neutrality,  if  univerfal  tranquility  could 
not  be  prefcrved.  I  difller,  however,  with  them  upon  the  means 
of  preferving  this  neutrality.  I  think  there  was  a  time  before  the 
war  broke  out  with  Auftria,  which  prefented  an  opportunity  for 
this  country  to  exercife  the  great  and  fplendid  office  of  a  mediator, 
which  would  not  only  have  been  highly  honourable  to  itfelf,  and 
beneficial  to  Europe,  but  an  ofHce  which  it  was  in  fome  meafure 
called  upon  to  undertake  by  the  events  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
event  to  which  I  particularly  refer  was  the  treaty  pf  Pilnitz,  by 
which  Ruflia  and  Pruffia  avowed  their  intention  of  interfering  in 
the  internal  af&irs  of  France,  if  they  fhould  be  fupported  by  the 
other  powers  of  Europe,  which  certainly  was  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofcs  an  aggrefTion  aga5nft  France.  The  circumftances  of  the  tranf- 
adion  itfelf,  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  this  mediation  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  This  treaty,  I  really  believe,  was  never  in- 
tended to  be  a£led  upon ;  but  this  certainly  does  not  lefTcn  the 
aggrcflion,  much  lefs  the  infult  which  it  carried  to  France.  The 
Emperor  at  that  time  was  importuned  by  the  emigrant  nobility  and 
clergy  to  infcre  in  the  domeftic  affairs  of  France.  Audria  did  not 
dare  to  interfere  without  the  co-operation  of  Pruflla,  and  PrufTia  did 
not  wifh  to  hazard  the  fate  of  fuch  an  enterprize.  Wlicn  thofe 
powers  were  in  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  that  was  the  very  mo- 
ment for  England  to  become  a  mediator ;  and  if  this  country  had 
at  that  time  propofed  fair  terms  of  accommodation  to  the  parties, 
the  matter  might  have  been  compromifed,  and  the  peace  of  Europe 
preferved,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  for  God  knows  tlie  period  of 
peace  is  at  air  times  uncertain.  If  England  had  then  corne  forward 
as  a  mediator,  the  queiiions  to  be  agitated  would  have  related  fdely 
to  Lorraine  and  AliJacc  ;  and  is  there  any  man  that  believes,  puttiqg 
out  of  the  queflion  the  internal  affairs  of  France  altogether,  that 
under  the  impartial  mediation  of  this  country,  all  the  difficulti^ 
rcfpedlingthe  tenures  of  the  nobility,  and  the  right  of  the  chapters  in 
thoff  two  provinces,  might  not  have  been  eafily  fettled  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  difputants  ?  I  cannot  conceive  that  Miniflets,  in  concerting 
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theirfchemes,  adopting  the  meafures  which  they  have  purfued,  could 
be  influenced  by  any  fecret  principle  fo  depraved  and  truly  impolitic, 
as  to  be  induced  to  contemplate  with  fatisfadlion  the  growing  feeds 
ofdifcord,  under  the  idea  that  this  country  would  flourifh,  whilft 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  were  exhauding  themfclves  in  conten- 
tion and  war.  Neutrality  I  admit  to  have  been  preferable  to  an 
adive  fhare  in  the  conteft  ;  but  to  a  nation  like  Great  Britain, 
whofe  profperity  depends  upon  her  commerce,  the  general  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe  is  a  hx  greater  blefling  (laying  the  general  interefts  of 
mankind  out  of  the  qucftion)  than  any  partial  neutrality  which  it 
could  preferve.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  it  was  upon  no  fuch  cort- 
traded  views  that  Mini(lers  declined  the  office  of  mediators  at  the 
period  to  which  I  allude.  One  would  think  however,  that  after  rc- 
fufing  fuch  interference,  they  would  have  been  the  laft  men  in  the 
world  to  intermeddle  with  the  internal  government  of  another  coun- 
try. It  is  not  neceffary  for  me  to  refer  to  the  horrible  fcenes  that 
were  exhibited  in  France  in  the  month  of  September ;  I  merely 
mention  them  that  it  may  not  be  faid  that  I  wi(hed  to  pafs  them 
over  in  filence,  or  withou  texprefCng  thofc  feelings  which  I,  in  com- 
mon with  all  mankind,  experienced,  on  hearing  of  atrocities  which 
have  excited  the  indignation  of  Europd,  and  which  have  been  ac- 
companied with  the  outcries  of  humanity.  However  monifat>U8 
they  have  been,  they  have  no  relation  to  the  prefent  queftion  ;  they 
have  no  fmall  refemblance,  liowever,  to  the  maflacres  in  Paris  in 
fbrmer^times ;  maifacres  in  which  Great  Britain  was  much  mote  in- 
tercftcd,  than  in  the  events  of  the  month  of  September  1792,  but 
in  which  fhe  did  not  then  interfere;    a  condu6l,  the  propriety  of 

•  which  it  fell  to  the  province  of  the  hiftorian  to  difcufs. 

We  come  now  to  the  fuccefsful  invafion  of  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, by  the  French,  under  General  Dumourier.  How  fiir  it 
would  have  been  wife  in  this  country  to  have  permitted  France  to 
remain  in  poflefTion  of  this  key  to  Holland,  I  (hall  not  now  argue. 
But  what  happened  in  Odtobcr  was  apprehended  in  April ;  and  if 

'  it  is  once  admitted  as  a  principle,  that  it  was  impoflfible  for  this 
country  to  have  allowed  to  France  the  quiet  poflrefTion  of  this  terri- 
tory, would  it  not  have  been  wife  in  this  country  to  have  prevented 

^the  invafion,  by  a  mediation  between  the  two  powers  ?     Perhaps, 

•  it  may  be  laid,  that  they  trufted  that  the  great  military  power  pf 
Auflria  would  be  able,  if  not  to  refift  the  invafion  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  at  Icaft  to  cqmpel  them  to  retire.  If  this  was  the  policy 
with  which  they  aflcd,  it  certainly  was  a  policy  more  than  ordi- 
narily (hallow.     It  would  have  been  advifable  in  this,  as  in  every 

'  inftance  of  a  fimilar  nature,  to  adopt  a  refolution  at  the  outfct,  and 
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to  a£t;  upon  it  with  uniformity,  firmnefs^  and  oonfiflency.  Suppolii^ 
France  to  be  fuccefsfuU  did  you  expe£l  to  ftrike  in  at  the  end  of  the 
war/  and  fpeak  to  France  as  you  did  in  the  cafe  of  Ruflfta  and  the 
Porte,  when  you  vauntingly  faid  to  RuSia,  you  (hall  not  keep  Ock- 
zakow  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expences  of  the  war  ?  What  was 
the  confequence,  however,  when  you  came  forward  in  this  arrogant 
and  imperious  tone  i  You  were  not  feconded  by  the  country ;  you 
were  condemned,  9S  afluming  haughty  and  unwarrantable  pteten- 
fions,  by  every  impartial  man  in  Europe ;  and  in  the  end  you  weie 
obliged  to  fend  a  Minifter  to  Peterfbutgh  to  recant,  retra<^,  and  to 
renounce  every  thing  that  you  had  faid.  Had  you  purfued  the  fame 
condudl  in  refpe£t  to  France,  you  would  have  been  reduced  to  the 
iame  dilemma.  '  The  more  the  aggrandizement  of  France  was  to 
be  dreaded,  the  ftronger  motives  we  had  to  have  exercifcd  the  ofike 
of  a  mediator  before  tlie  war  commenced.  In  a  fhort  time  after 
Lord  Gower  was  recalled  finom  Paris ;  a  circumftance  whidi  I  al- 
ways lamented,  becaufe  from  that  moment  the  continuarnce  of  peace 
between  the  countries  became  more  doubtful ;  and  this  brings  me  to 
the  immediate  caufes  of  the  war.  Thefe  have  generally  been  re- 
duced to  three :  iirft,  the  way  in  which  certain  individuals  beloi^- 
ing  to  the  Correfponding  Society  in  thU  country  were  received  by 
the  Government  of  France  ;  fecondly,  the  decree  of  the  1 9di  cf 
Kovember  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  claims  which  weiefet  up  againft  the 
monopoly  held  by  the  Dutch  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt.  The 
firft  appears  to  me  to  be  foinfignificant  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  a  fe- 
xio  js  anfwer.  In  the  firft  place,  in  order  to  give  it  fhape,  in  or- 
der to  make  it  fit  for  being.put  down  on  paper,  you  mufl  begin  widi 
afTuming  that  there  was  a  Government  in  France  t^  whom  you 
mtf^t  complain,  and  from  whom  you  might  demand  rcdrefe.  fiut 
was  there  ever  any  complaint  oiade,  or  any  dilTatisfadlioQ  ftated  ? 
Refpe^Ung  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  November,  did  you  ever  com- 
plain of  it ;  did  you  ever  demand  that  it  ihould  be  either  revoked  or 
e^hined  i  This  is  a  circumftance  fo  intimately  oonneAed  widi 
the  exiflence  of  a  Government  in  France,  that  I  know  not  bow  to 
feparate  them.  You  rc^ufed  to  recognixe  the  Government  of  France, 
and  koiii  that  very  moment  all  the  means  of  conciliation  and  expla- 
nation were  at  an  end.  Things  were  then  brought  to  the  uitifm 
ratio  rtpm  \  for  the  moment  that  you  cut  off  all  means  of  explana- 
tion, you  virtually  made  a  declaration  of  war.  But  though  you  ar- 
rogantly and  unwifely  refiifcd  to  recognize  the  Government  of 
France,  you  allowed  M.  Chauvelin  to  remain  here,  and  from  the 
papers  which  palTed  between  him  and  the  King's  Miniilers  at  the 
time^     e  French  feem  to  have  (hewn  a  ftrong  difpoiition  to  explain 
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thatdctfie.  "^ythcn,  it  will,be  iflccd;  did  they  ncit  explain  it  ? 
Bedlufe  they  did'riot  know  what  fexplahatiort  would  be  falisfaflory. 
But  it  Is  adinittcdby  all  the  ^'riters  on  the  laws  of  nations  that  t 
have* read,  that  an  infult/,  or  even  an  aggr^ion,  is  not  fufficlent 
caufeofw^r,  till  ex{4anation,  or  retlrefb,  is  demanded  and  refufed» 
and  that  the 'party  who  rcfufes  ah  opportunity  of  explanation  to  the 
other,  1s' the  iggteftbr.  Tlus*  opportunity,  however,  was  denied 
to  t^  French  ;  ahd  upotl  thefe  principles  England  was  the  aggreflbr. ' 
With  refpefl  to  the  qxrning  of  the  Scheldt,  is  there  any  man  who 
ttoeinot  befieve,  that  if  a  negociatbn  had  then  been  attempted,  that 
matters  might  not  haVe  been  arranged  to  the  mutual  fatisfadion  of 
Uie  partit^'?  This  was  even  admitted  by  the  Houfe^ — fof  wliat  was 
thb  fevoufltc  iirgnrtient  at  the  tittle?  England  is  the  laft  power  in 
Euibpeupoh  whotnthfe  Frcncih  will  make  war';' but  after  devouring 
the  Teft  of  Eikopc,  they  Will  fWaUow  yoii  up  at  Wftl',  *  Upon  this 
part  rftlie'il^flmtnt  1  arti  a  good  deal  relieved  by  fubfc^iitht  eventit. 
And  hercf  I  im  forty  to  all\ide  fo  Ae  opinions  of  a  gcntlcmarr(Mr. 
Buikc,')  WKo'is'niyltmger  a  Metnber  o(  this'Houfe,  but  from  the 
parr  ht  tbol^liV  the  politics  of  the  cotintr^  at*  the  timei"  and  the  ef- 
fefl  whifch  hfir  eloquence  has  produded,  I'iind  it  impoflible  to  fpcak 
of  the  hiftoty  of  the  times,  without  faying  fomething  oh  the  dofirines 
and  ferttthiertfti'of  that  able  and  rcfpcAible  mart.  In^.  mbtl  ad- 
Itiirabltf  jk5Hormirtee>  he  has  charmdd  all  the  World  with  the  bul- 
liancy  oF  li^  genitfs,  fafcinated  the  country  with  the  powers  of  his 
eloquenti^,*^  anrf  ihas^fatas'that  caufe  went  to  produce  this  effeft^ 
phmged  the  eountiy  ihto  all  the  calaniities  confeqlidnt'iipori  the  war.' 
I  admire  the  ^r/iiis  of  the  mjn,  and  t  admit  the'Integtity  and 
uli^ulf)^  of  his  long  public  lifer  but  I  cannot  but  lamertt  that  hi* 
talehts^^h^n,  in  TYiy  opinion,  tKcywinTdireftcd  moft  beoeficially  \o 
flTc*inteKfftlcJ''hls  country,  produced* very  little  iiffcdlt  and  that 
Wh^nhe  efboiifed  feitliments  dHTerent  from  tfiofe 'which  I'lieid  to 
be  wReand  expect  eht^  di^rthcil  his  exertions  (bould  have  been 
arOvrncdwHHii'fllibccfs' that!  deplore.  Nc  vet,  certainly,  was  there 
a  ntetfon  ftiore "dazzled  than  the*  pl^ople  of  this  country  Wetc  by  the 
brintancy  of  4hls  'performance  of  Mr.  BilVke. 

Much  of  tRe-luftre  of  his  opponents,  .as  weU  as  of  Jfriends,  wai 
^bawn  from  Sie  Jntltatiori  of  this  daMllng  orb ;'  biif  it  "was  fhft 
brilliancy  Of  a  fetal  conftfclladort,  which  'bot«  tc*froi*>an4  defolation 
in  its  train ;  and,  as  the  poet  had  defcribed,  Was 

"  Terrific  fplcndor,  whofe  red-hot  breath 
"  Holds  out  dcftrudlion,  fire  and  death/' 

^d  we  were  to  this  day  fuffcring  the  dreadful  rav3ge«  of  the  fifd 
Vot.  XLV.  40.  ' 
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that  this  mtghtjr  comet  bad  fpead.  This  able  mm  had  no  boandi 
in  his  oppofition  to  tvj  propofitioo  for  xtcoginizing  the  govcnunent 
c^  Fnnce.  It  was  reprefcntcd  as  a  piopofidon  to  peddon  Fiance 
for  pcace»  by  throwing  ourfelvcs  at  her  feet,  to  funrcndcr  our  be^ 
loved  fovcreign's  head  to  the  block  ;  in  fine>  iotmty  to  give  up 
the  Conditutbn.  And  why  ?,  Becaufe  it  was  ID  treat  with  ngU 
cidesi  though  the  unfortunate  event  (for  fudi  I  (hall  always  call  it} 
of  the  death  of  that  unhappy  prince  had  nbt  as  yet  taken  pboew 
When  the  que(lion  comes  to  be  je^confidercd,  I  am  coofident  tbac 
the  country  will  not  be  of  this  opinion.  But  now  1  have  even 
Minlfiers  themfclves  as  accef&rics  to  the  hSt^  after  it  haaaAually 
happened,  j^y  this  petition  or  meflagp  to  the  Diredory  have  thef 
not  acknowledged  the  power  of  thefe  veiy  men  who  piidc  them- 
fclvcs  upon  the  part  they  took  in  promodng  that  unfiNruinate  c^ent, 
and  who  now  c^cbratc  it  by  an  Anniverlary  FefiivaL  for  what 
purpofe  do  I  mention  this,  but  to  (hew  that  I  did  not  wiib  to  fur- 
render  the  cooftitudon,  which  has  oeen  handed  down  to^  us  kom 
our  anceftors,  cemented  with  their  bloody  and  th^^t  it  was  no  pait 
of  my  dcfign  to  bring  the  head  of  our  beloved  ibvereign  to  dit 
block  ?  Alt  to  return  to  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt.  I  aqs  not 
one  vi  thofe  who  conceive  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  to  be  tif  no 
importance  at  all ;  but  to  Holland,  qualified  in  its  paefcnt  ciicum* 
fiances,  I  think  it  was  of  very  little  importance.  It  taaf  be 
afkcd,  howcvery  am  you  to  judgfc  what  is  and  what  is  not  ibir  die 
intercft  of  Holland  i  Are  not  the  Dutch  much  better  judg^  of 
what  is  for  their  intereft  than  you  are  ?  Fari  fiur  better  ceitainlf , 
Is  my  anfwer.  But  did  the  Dutch  themfdves  at  the  tiine  think 
it  an  object  worth  diijpudng  about,  or  did  not  we  drag  tfaeni  st- 
lu^andy  into  the  .  contefi  ?-^There  were  a  variety  t>f  odier  aign- 
ments,  ufcd,  at  the  dme.  I  do  not  widi  to  recall  the  lai^guage  of 
any  particular  gentleman  to  the  ztooUe^on  of  the  Hoole  i  but  as 
there  yiras.one  aigumcnt  alledged  agatnft  a  propofitkin  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  make,  I  have  more  particular  radon  to  leracflaber  it.* 
I  was  told,,  that  we  ought  not  to  reeqgnize  the  Fitach  RcpoUic, 
for  fear  of  difguAing  our  allies*  Let  us  inqidre  thoh  who  were 
our  allies  at  the  dme  ?  The  States  General  were  ^WODg  the 
number.  Th^n  it  was  laid,  that  even  thofe  who  were  difaflfeftcd 
to  die  intereft  of  .the  Stadthokkx,  were  fi>  ariflocnttic  in  their  fen- 
dments,  that  they  wpuld  fpurn  with  indigpadon  at  Freodi  princi^ 
pies,  and  that  an  invaiion  would  heal  ;^11  the  internal  divifions 
which  fubfifted  in  that  RepuUic.  Notwithfianding  thefe  ader- 
tions,  however,  I  have  heard,  and  I  know  it  is  commonly  believed, 
^hat  Holland  was  not  conquered  by  the  arms  of  Fsanctj  fautfa^ 
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thedifiiSedion  of  die  Dutch  to  the  caufe  iri  ^lA  they  were  en>- 
gaged.  Our  other  allies  were  Auftria  and  Pmflia*  Whether  the 
King  of  Pmflia  has  aded  to  this  country  with  fidelity  and  honour, 
or  with  falfehood  and  perfidy  ;  whether  he  has  perfbrmed  his  en-* 
gagementSy  or  whedier  he  has  violated  the  faith  of  the  treaty^  we 
have  n^er  been  informed  by  Minifters ;  but  this  I  will  aik,  whe- 
ther softer  granting  him  an  enormous  fublidy,  a  fubfidy  which  mull 
be  regarded  as  moft  extravagant,  when  compared  with  the  amount 
of  the  fervices  which  he  has  performed ;  whether  if  you  had 
thought  proper  to  recqgnize  the  French  Republic  before  you  en- 
tered into  the  war,  he  would  have  dcferted  you  one  day  fooncr, 
or  fwallowed  up  more  of  the  treafure  of  the  country  than  he  has 
done  i  With  relpeft  to  Auftria,  is  there  any  man  who  feri- 
oufly  believes,  that  thou^  we  had  recognized  the  French  Rcpab- 
ItCj  that  we  might  not  have  availed  ourfelves  as  much  as  we  can 
do  at  this  moment,  of  the  fcrvice  of  that  power  ?  Even,  though 
Auftria  had  been  difgufted,  all  that  (he  could  have  done,  would 
have  been  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  which  would  have  probably 
been  the  means  of  refloring  general  tranquillity,  becaufe  that 
muil  have  happened  before  we  engaged  in  the  war.  But  if  this 
danger  would  have  attended  die  recognition  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic before,  may  not  the  t&eA  be  produced  by  the  late  negociation 
at  Bafle,  in  which  Auftria  was  not  a  party  r  It  was  atgued  that 
a  recognition  implied  an  approbation  of  every  thing  that  had  paflfed. 
But  this  I  denied  when  the  dbjedlion  was  taken,  and  ftill  perfift 
in  deny  tog.  On  the  queftion  of— Who  was  thq  aggreiTor  i — I 
contend,  that  by  the  law  of  nations,  ns  it  is  explained  by  the  beft 
writers  upon  the  fubjed,  we  were  the  aggreffors,  becaufe  we  re- 
fufed  to  give  to  France  an  opportunity  of  redlefling  thoTe  grievances 
of  which  we  complained^  We  come  next  to  the  period  at  which 
we  began  to  take  an  acKve  part  in  the  conteft.  When  our  armies 
firft  appeared  in  the  field,  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retire  from 
the  territories  whidi  they  had  occupied — ^Thcy  were  completely 
driven  out  of  die  Netherlands,  and  you  were  in  poflfeflion  of  almoft 
all  French  Flanden.  At  this  period,  it  was  reported  that  a  per- 
fon  of  the  name  of  Maret,  made  propofals  for  peace,  on  the  part 
of  the  French,  which  were  not  lidened  to  by  His  Majefty's  Mini- 
flers.  Why  then,  I  a(k,  did  you  not  make  peace  at  this  profpe- 
rous  junAure,  when  the  enemy  were  defeated  in  every  battle, 
when  the)  were  driven  from  the  frontiers  of  our  allies  whidi  they 
had  occupied ;  when  we  had  made  a  coniiderable  impreflion  upon 
French  Flanders  ;  when,  excepting  Savoy,  they  had  not  one  foot 
of  land  belonging  to  our  idlies,  and  when  they  might  have  been 
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difpoibd  to  purehafe  terras  o(  ppacc  by  a  confidcraUe  facrifice  of 
territory  ?  Why  did  we  not  toiake  peace  in  thefe  circamftances  I 
Wiiy^  becaufq.the  fyfte^pp  oi),  which  Minifters  had  fct  out  was  de- 
ierted — becaufe  ygu.  no  longprxopfined  your  views  to  the  fecurity 
of  your  allies ;  but  infatuated  with  fuccefs^  you  began  to  feck  fur 
indetpnity.  The  declining  to  negociate  at  this  period,  I  fet  down 
as  a  principal  caufe  of  all  our  fuccceding  calamities. 

I  cannot  help  rcoiarking^  that  there  h^  been  a  good  deal  of 
inconiiftcncy  in  the  fnodc  of  arguing  adopted  by  thofe  who  have  been 
adverfe  to  negociatipn.  When  the  French  wejrc  fuccei&ful,  I  was 
aikcd — V/hat !  would  you  humble  the  country  fo  hr  as  to  beg 
peace  from  the  enemy,  in  the  jnoment  of  her  vidorics  ?  And  when 
the  allies  were  fucccfsful  in  their  turn,  I  was  told  that  we  muft  not 
treat  at  a  time  when  our  armies  were  every  where  triumpbanti  and 
when  nothing  but  difgracc  and  defeat  marked  the  ptogrefs  of  ^he 
enemy  ;  that  then  was  the.  period  to  avail  ourfclves  of  our  good  for* 
tync,  ^nd  reap  thp  fruits  of  our  vi  dories.  It  was  even  at  one  time 
thought  advife^ble  to  puih  our  vidlories  fo  hr  as  to  march  to  Paris. 
IJpon  the  projedl  of  cffc£ting  a  counter-revolutioi)  in  France,  having 
faid  fo  much  on  former  occaiions»  I  (ball  not  enlaige  on  the  fubjed 
at  prefent.  The  great  defed  ill  the  management  of  the  war,  hew- 
ever,  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  the  yyant  of  a  determinate  objedl  for 
which  you,  havp  been  contending.  You  have  neitliec  carried  on 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  monarchy  in  France,  nor  with  a 
view  to  your  own  advantage.  While  the  Emperor  in  Alfacc  was 
taking  towns  in  th^  name  of  the  King  of  Hungary,  you  were  taking 
Valenciennes  for  the  Emperor — proclaiming  the  conflitution  of 
1791  at  Toulon — and  taking  polTcflion  of  Martinique  for  the 
King  of  Great  Brits^in,  What  has  been  the  confequence  of  this 
want  of  objeiSt  ?  You  have  converted  France  into  an  armed  na- 
tion— you  have  given  to  her  Rulers  the  means  of  marihalling  all 
the  Arength  of  the  kingdom  againil  you.  The  rqyaliiis  in  France 
alfo  fo  little  underAood  your  intentions,  that  they  did  not  join  you  ; 
and  the  veaCon  is  obvious — they  did  not  know  whether  you  were  at 
war  for  the  .purpofe  of  re-e(labli(hing  thp  ancient  Monarchy  of 
France,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  aggrandizing  yourfclves  by  robbfag 
France  of  her  territories.  It  might  then  have  been  imagined  that 
we  would  have  cqcieavoured  to  conciliate  the  body  of  conftitutional- 
ifts.*— No  fuch  thing. — We  had  z&td  h  as  to  give  the  impreflion 
that  we  were  defirous  to  (hew  our  enmity  towards  tliat  bpdy  of 
men.  Monfieur  dp  la  FayettC)  wbo  dcferved  the  praife  of  being  a 
man  of  the  moll  uncorrupted  nature,  who  h^d  the  merit  of  (leering 
|)etween  the  two  extremes  pf  the  parties  that  agitated  this  countiy  \ 
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the  firnv  brave,  and  Aeady  friend  of  his  Sovereign,— this  gallant 
and  dilitingui(hed  gentleman,  equally  the  friend  of  his  King  and 
his  country,  enugrated.  after  his  death.  Upon  neutral  ground  he 
was  feized  by  certain  robbers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Kii^  of  Pruf&a; 
he  was  kept  by  that  Monarch  for  years  in  prifons  and  dungeons.>— 
It  might  have  been  thought,  if  you  had  been  defirous  to  eonciliate 
this  body  of  men,  whofe  conftitution  you  announced  at  Toulon, 
that  you  would  at  lea(l  have  made  a  point  of  procuring  the  enlarge- 
ment of  this  mod  eftimable  character.  It  might  have  been  thought, 
that  in  return  for  an  enormous  fubfidy,  the  King  of  Pruflia  could 
not  hefitate  at  the  enlargement  of  one  prifoner.  But  when  a  motion 
was  made  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (General  Fitzpatrick)  it  was 
faid  that  it  \ras  impoffible  for  this  Government  to  interfere.  He  is 
delivered  from  the  King  of  Pruffia,  on  his  recognition  of  the  French, 
to  the  Emperor,  becaufe,*  he  faid,  he  belonged  to  the  Allies  gene* 
rally,  and  by  him  he  is  kept  in  the  fame  fcandalous  and  inhuman 
bondage.  From  this  dreadful  captivity  he  endeavours  to  efcape-<-^a 
circumftance  not  very  fjjirpriiing :  he  is  taken  and  lent  back  to  hi$ 
prifon,  to  experience  more  rigorous  treatment.  At  length  Madame 
la  Fayette,  after  enduring  a  ferics  of  mod  dreadful  fufiering  under 
the  brutal  Robefpterre,  from  which  fhe  efcaped  by  miracle,  flew, 
on  the  wings  of  duty  and  afFedion,  to  Vienna,  to  folicit  the  Empe-* 
ror  for  permiflion,  at  lead,  to  give  to  her  hufband  the  confolation  of 
her  attentions  in  his  .prifon.  The  Emperorgavc  her  ieave.  On 
her  arrival  at  Olmutz,  the  officer,  who  had  the  care  of  M.  de  la 
JFayettc,  told  her  with  opennefs  and  candour,  that  if  (he  refolved  to 
go  down  to  the  dungeon  to  her  hufband,  fhe  muft  refolve  to  fubmit 
to  ihare  in  all  the  horrors  of  his  captivity  [a  burd  of  indignation  and 
forrow  broke  from  every  part  of  the  Houfe].  This,  however,  had 
no  terror  to  the  conftancy  of  her  afFedlionate  heart :  fhe  plunged 
into  his  dungeon,  and  there  fhe  now  lies  with  him,  living,  and  yet 
Iftiried,  vidlims  of  this  inhuman  power.  Nay,  this  is  not  all ;  (he 
applied  for  leave  to  have  a  female  attendant,  inflead  of  a  male,  about* 
her  perfon :  this,  fhe  faid,  even  the  implacable  Robefpterre  had  not 
denied  her ;  but  even  this  rcqueft  was  cruelly  refufed  to  her.  A» 
if  it  were  not  enough  that  our  Minifters  had  not  interfered  for  the 
deliverance  of  this  gentleman,  and  for  fear  that  it  fhould  be  mifun« 
derftood  that  they  did  not  participate  in  the  meafure,  Mr.  Alexander 
Lameth,  one  of  the  three  perfons  who  retired  from  France  along 
with  M.  de  la  Fayette,  had,  after  a  mod  cruel  confinement,  come 
to  this  country  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Bath  waters.  He  had  alfo 
bpen  confined  in  the  prifons  of  Pruffia ;  but  his  health  having  fallen 
a  faqdiice,  the  King  yielded  to  the  folicitation  of  his  mother^  and 
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h$id  pormitted  him  to  have  a  certain  period  of  relaxation,  and,  hav« 
ing  afterwards  made  his  feparate  peace  with  France,  was  eafilf  per- 
fiiaded  to  give  him  liberty.  This  gentleman,  then,  who  had  fo 
greatly  diAinguiihed  himfelf  ks  the  friend  of  his  King  and  coandy 
-"-'v^.D  bad  only  been  defirous  to  eftablifli  a  limited  monarchy,  and 
who  had  fallen  a  facrifice  in  Yiis  native  land  lo  his  endeavours  t» 
,  prevent  the  violences  and  injuftice  wliich  have  unhappily  been  com- 
^mitted,  fought  to  re-eftabliQi  his  health  in  this  country.  He  had 
not  been  here  a  (ingle  fortnight^  die  greateft  part  of  which  he  fpent 
in  his  bed,  until  he  was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  eveiy 
feprefentatien  of  the .  alarming  ftate  of  his  healtht  and  the  impro* 
priety  of  his  being  put  on  board  any  odier  than  a  neutral  vdEblf 
very  little  attention  was  paid,  and  he  was  hurried  away,  to  the 
<janger  of  his  being  carried  into  Calais,  and  conducted  to  the  Guil- 
lotine. What  could  be  more  injurious  to  the  country  than  foch 
condud  ?  Any  perfon,  who  had  feen  Mr.  Lameth  with  the  broken 
tnd  decayed  ccmfiitution,  would  not  have  conceived  that  he  was  in 
a  Aate  to  be  dangerous  to  the  Government.  Good  God !  (ex- 
claimed Mr.  Fox)  M«  Lameth  an  objeA  of  terror  to  the  Britifli 
Government !— An  objed  of  terror  ho  otherwife  than  of  moral 
terror,  which  his  fuffetings  might  excite,  as  exhibiting  a  dreadful 
example  of  the  juftice  of  what  are  termed  regular  governments'— 
of  the  implacable  temper  of  political  animolity,  and  of  diat  fevere 
vengeance,  which  jealous  and  offended  power  exercifes  on  its  ulue- 
fifiing  viftims !  And  thus  this  gentleman,  who  had  juftly  irrtdered 
himfelf  dear  to  all  who  loved  rational  liberty,  and  to  whom  die 
Emigrant  Nobility  of  France  owed  fuch  obligatbns,  was^riven 
from  EHgland. 

Thus  it  appears  that  it  is  not  to  Loyalifts  of  every  defeription 
that  favour  is  to  be  (hewn  ;  it  i<(  not  to  thofe  who  take  up  arms  in 
favour  of  the  limited  monarchy,  which  it  was  the  pretended  objcA 
of  the  Allies,  and  of  this  country  in  particular,  to  cftaUifli,  but  thofe 
only  whofe  endeavours  aim  at  the  reitoration  of  the  ancient  ty- 
ranny, who  arc  the  friends  of  the  old  feudal  fyftem  ;  thole  are  the 
(pnly  Royalifts  whofe  loyalty  is  entitled  to  fupport.  What  is  fudi 
conduS  likely  to  produce  in  the  minds  of  thofe  whoTe  aim  is  the  re* 
iloratlon  of  the  limited  monarchy,  but  to  prevent  their  exertions  in 
the  caiifc  of  the  confederacy ;  when  it  is  fo  palpable,  by  the  tnpat- 
iT^ent  c:  thofe  whofe  fenriments  are  congenial  to  their  own,  that  die 
c:r .'!":  c:'  the  Allies  are  not  direded  to  the  reAoration  of  that  limited 
{orrn  ^.*  ftovernment,  which  it  is  their  objedl  to  eftabliih ;  but  to 
hr  ■  .  .cout  that  fyftcm  of  abfolute  11a very,  which  they,  in  common 
with  il^eir  countrymen^  <mginally  took  jup  arms  lo  fubvert  ?    With 
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nffcA  to  the  treatment  of  Genefal  Dnmoantr,  diough  I  do  not 
mean  to  place  him  exactly  in  the  £ime  point  of  view  as  the  two 
gentlemen  I  have  juft  mentioned,  yet  the  behaviour  of  the  Allies 
towardi  him  has  not  been  lefs  impolitic ;  for,  certainly  to  afford  an 
afylum,  and  offer  our  piotedion,  to  thefe  men  who,  difgufted  with 
the  party  whom  they  ferved,  withdrew  their  aflltftance,  was  the  only 
rffe£hial  way  to  encourage  others  to  follow  their  example.  It  is 
laid  that  the  legitimate  objed  of  Great  Britun,  in  this  war,  wa* 
to  obtain  from  France  a  juft  and  bonourable  peace,  and  that  (his 
was  the  object  of  the  Allies.  .  Why,  then,  was  not  that  cbjeSt  at- 
tempted, when  the  Confederacy  exifted  in  its  fuU  power  ?  Why 
were  two  of  the  powers  (Pruflia  and  Spain)  fuffered  to  melt  away^ 
and  their  aid  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  general  caufe,  without 
making  any  overtuics  for  fuch  a  peaee }  You  may  fay  it  was  not 
your  fault,  that  you  could  not  fbrefee  dieir  fecelTion ;  but  let  me  ob- 
ferve,  when  Statefmea  take  upon  themfelves  to  form  alliances  with 
other  powers,  they  fiiould  know  fomething  of  the  chancers  of  th^ 
Princes  with  whom  they  make  fuch  alliances,  and  how  far  it  is  pro* 
bable  they  will  keep  to  the  letter  of  their  engagements.  As  to  did 
King  of  Pruffia,  there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  a  long  time  be- 
fore  the  event  took  place,  that  he  would  make  peace  with  France ; 
that  it  was  his  intereft  fo  to  do :  and  with  refpeft  to  Spain,  it  was 
apparent  to  die  moft  ihort-(ighte4  (hitefman,  diat  her  Miniftertf 
oould  not  protraA  the  condufion  of  »  geace  with  the  vidofious  Re- 
publicy  widiout  endangering  the  exiftence  of  the  Spanifh  Monarch/ 
itfelf.  It  was  therefore  an  incumbent  duty  on  Minifters  to  have 
forefcen  the.prdbaUe  confequences  of  their  alliances ;  if  they  had 
pofleiled  any  of  that  neceifary  forefi^t,  they  would,  during  the  bft 
fel&on  of  Pariiament,  have  ufed  their  endeavours  to  have  piocured 
a  peace,  while  the  Confederacy  was  aAing  in  concert,  and  not  have 
waited  dll  that  Confederacy  was  diflblved.  It  is  alledged,  that 
the  form  of  Government  in  France  was  not  fuch  as  to  enable  Mi- 
nifters  to  treat  for  peace  upon  any  fure  foundation.  I,  however,  am 
one  of  thofe  who  think  that  the  Government,  fo  far  as  reipe6led  eic- 
ternal  relatk>ns,  was  of  no  eonfequence  to  the  contra6)ing  pardes* 
If  an  abfolute  govemuient  is,  as  it  is  thought  to  be,  the  beft  to  en- 
ter Into  cngsigements  with,  furely  no  one  will  deny  but  France  wis 
an  abfolute  government  during  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  as  well ' 
asv  during  the  x>^gn  of  the  prior  and  fuccceding  fadions.  The  ads 
of  thefe  fa^ions  wete  never  afterwards  revived,  with  refpe6l  to  ex- 
ternal relations.  But,  you  fay,  you  muft  wait  till  diere  is  a  regular 
conftitution  eftablUhed.  Is  that  the  mofl  piroper  dme  to  retrieve 
your  lofles  by  n^gociadon,  when  they  h&ve  fcttlfd  themfelves  in  a 
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pertn^enC  govemfnertt,  a&ertained  the  liinits  and  boundaries  of 
their  conquefts,  made  the  whole  fubjedl  t5  their  general  laws,  and 
coDnmunicated  to  your  territory  every  inherent  quality  of  their  own 
^Departments  ?  Wc  were  told,  fcvcral  years  ago,  that  the  'French 
Were  reduced  to  fuch  ex'trenwty,  that  they  could^ot  pc^ibly  find  re- 
fources  to  enable  them  to  continue  the  contcft  much  longer  ;  and  it 
was.  only  lad  fcilion  it  was  aflfertcd)  with  the  utmoft  degree  of  con- 
fidence, that  they  wqre  not  upon  the  verge,  but  in  the  a£tual  guif> 
of  bankruptcy,-— that  they  were  in  the  laft  agony.  A  twelvemonth 
has  now  dapfed  fince  diey  have  been  in  that  agony-^and  really  it  it 
the  firft  time  I  ever  heard  of  any  fct  of  people  continuing  fo  lot^  til 
ygony.  I  certainly  muft  admit,  that  lad  year,  whSe  Frailce  wa$ 
labouring  under  this  agony,  that  the  Emperor,  With  the  stfltftaiice  of 
this  country,  was  enabled  to  regain  part  of  his  dominions  Which  had 
been  conquered,  and  this  was  looked  upon  as  an  svccomplilhrnent  of 
the  prediiflion,  that  the  French  were  reduced  ta  the  laft  extfeniity, 
and  that  they  were  not  in  a  capadty  ever  to  recover  themfelves.-* 
It  would  naturally  have  been  expeded,  that  death  would  have  been 
the  confequence  of  this  agony  ;  but  ivas  that  the  cafe  ?<^^Far  from 
it.«-^The  evcn^  of  the  laft  three  weeks  have  been  of  a  nature  fuf* 
ficient  to  prove  that  their  agoniTung  ftruggles  may  in  the  end  deftioy 
dieir  enemies,  and  draw  them  into  that  gulf  of  ruin,  in  ^Aich  tfae^ 
had  flattered  themfelves  the  French  had  been  irrevocably  buried.--— 
The  ftate  of  the  French  finances  has  been  another  aigument'to  prove 
their  inability  to  continue  the  war.  God  forbid,  that  the  finaiKcs 
of  this  country  (hould  ever  be  fo  involved  1  But  the  French  have 
i^ow  got  over  the  word  confequences  refulting  from  the  flate  of  their 
finances  ;  France  has  been  placed  in  that  (ituation,  wherein  it  has 
b^en  ncceffary  to  call  forth  all  the  property  of  the  country,  in  order 
to  maintaiu  the  quarrel.  Without  recurring  to  the  mode  of  axgn- 
ment  which  ws^s  made  ufe  of  yefterday,  with  refpe^  to  the  new 
mode  of  taxing  capital,  I  hope,  if  ever  wc  (hould  be  in  the  fitiia^ 
^  atk4\  of  the  French,  that  we  (hould  not  hefitate  to  expend  the  whole 
capital  of  the  country.  Rather  than  have  aconftitutiorf  impofed 
upon  us  by  a  foreign  enemy,, I  had  rather  allifaould  be  taken  away 
by  the  calamities  of  the  preient  war,  and  adopt  die  language  of  a 
gentleman  oppofite  to  me—"  Perifh  our  Commerce  !** — I  had  ra- 
ther that,  we  (hould  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  one,  two,  three,  or  fbuf 
requifitions  of  all  the  adults  in  the  kingdom  \  all  this,  thoi^  fdrrf 
I  diould  be  to  witnefs  it,  I  would  rather  fubmit  to,  than  that  mf 
country  (hould  e^cperience  the  mifcry  of  abfolute  fervitude.  YoU 
have  reduced  France  to  the  (ituation  of  abfolute  bankruptcy ;  bitf 
that  bankruptcy  b  paft,  and  now  they  have  the  whole  refoutccs  of 


Ae  country  to  bring  ^brth  againft  yoq*  '  It  is  now  twelve  mondi^ 
fince  we  coiDieived  them  in  fiich  a  fldte  of  bankruptcy,  as  to  be  in^^ 
capable  of  refiflance.  It  Was  die  boaft  of  AuiMa,  that  (he  had  re- 
covered her  lofles  ;  but  we  fee  the  campaign  open  this  year  with 
ftich  gfgamie  efforts  on  the  part  of  die  Frertcbi  as  to  leave  no  room 
to  hope  that  we  caft  ever  be  able  to  tefift  them.  At  the  commence- 
ttient  of  the  prefent  ^on»  His  Maje(ty»  in  his  fpeech  from  the 
riirone,  Indmated  a  difpofidon  to  liegociate,  and  more  fully  manl- 
fefted  that  difpofition  in  his  meflage  of  die  8th  of  Decemben 
Why  did  they  Aot  make  the  attqmpt  at  that  dme  (the  winter),  which 
Was  peculiarly  favourable  for  fuch  a  meafure,  &s  the  campaign  could 
not  well  be  opeded  for  fome  months  ?  tnftead  of  this,  we  find  that 
the  firft  ftep  taken  was  on  the  8th  of  March,  three  months  after 
the  communicadon  of  die  eameft  defire  for  peace  contained  in  die 
King's  meflage ;  and  fbur  months  after  the  fame  fentiments  had 
been  avowed  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne* 

This  delay  has  not  been  occafioned  by  a  wi(h  to  confult  with  our 
allies,  and  obtain  didr  concurrence,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
&n£Honed  or  dUapproved  it  An  allufion  was  made  to  them  in 
Mr.  Wickham's  letter ;  but  in  order  to  juftify  the  delay,  the  applt- 
cadon  (hould  have  beei^  made  in  the  name  of  them  all,  and  fomc 
fpecific  terms  (bould  have  been  oflfeicd.  This  was  not  the  cafe* 
%&•  Wickham's  letter  was  fudi^  as  mi^t  have  been  agreed  upoi^ 
in  a  quarter  df  an  bout,  inftead  of  three  months*  But  this  letter; 
ftfter  an>  expiefled  tioddng  more  than  wa^  contained  in  the  King's 
fpeedi,  and  catuiot  be  pioduced  as  a  new  proof  of  the  defireof  Mi- 
litfters  for  peace.  It  has  been  fatd'in  diis  Moufe,  and  His  Ma- 
jelly's  MiniAers  have  particularly  fupported  the  opinion,  that  the 
cofltagjlon  of  French  principles  is  highly  dangerous  to  diis  country ; 
Aofe  prindj^lcs  and  their  fupporters  in  France,  have  been  treated 
In  this  Hoi^  with  every  mark  of  iniult  and  contempt,  have  been 
teanded  with  every  estpreffion  of  difgrace  and  deteftadon.  The  firft 
ddng  Minifters  Oiould  have  done,  was  to  remove  the  unfavourable 
impfeflSon,  the  hoftile  difpofirion  which  their  language  and  condud 
moft  iMve  created ;  and  the  firft  ftep  towards  accompliftiipg  this» 
^n$  t  full  and  unequivocal  recognition  of  the  French  Republic. 
"{Vsisirds  the  conclufion  4if  the  American  war,  fome  gendemen  in 
Ibii^  Houfe  thought  an  acknowledgment  of  die  independence  of 
ifmetica  ihould  be  made  the  price  of  peace.  I  always  thou^t 
jQAetmitt^  and  that  it  ought  to  be  made  freely  and  gratuitoufly. 
But  whether  I  was  right  or  not,  the  prefent  is  a  queftlon  mate- 
-fMf  diffisrent*  We  have  no  claim  on  Ftmnce,  like  that  which  we 
Jted'on  Americai  and  therefore  the  lefs  would  have  been  the  facri- 
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fiee  in  recogniung  the  RepubUc.  But  (o  £ir  iroai  doifig  tiii^  Mr» 
Wickham's  note  doe$  not  even  h\pt  at  the  terms  chat  would  be  ac« 
ceptable.  This  refervc  may  in  (bme  cafes  be  pcudent  and  wile. 
In  the  preTent  cafe  I  fee  neither  prudence  nor  vrifdom*  Inftead  of 
either  recognition  or  offers^  you  tell  the  Diredoiy  chat  your  MU 
niAer  is  not  eoipowered  even  to  negpciate.  To  avgHe  this  point 
fairly,  I  rouft  put  myfelf  in  the  (ituation  of  the  cneiw»  and  here  I 
mud  a(k»  what  can  I  think  of  fuch  a  communicatioR  fisom  Minaf- 
ters^  who  for  feveral  years  have  traduced  the  principles  and  Go- 
\<erninent  in  France,  and  reviled  all  the  ruling  men  in  chat  coun-' 
try  i  from  Nlinifters  who  delayed  ^  that  comoumicatioo  for  diroo 
months  ?  I  could  not  believe  the  finccrity  of  their  offers.  It  i^ 
not  regular  to  mention  whajt  has  paifled  in  former  debates;  bui,  il 
J  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  the  arguments  advaaoed  a  fow  evecv* 
ings  ago,  upon  the  fubjcd  of  the  King  of  Sardinia's  fubfidy,  w« 
(hall  find  a  full  iiluftration  of  the  Minifter's  motives,  in  noaki^g 
the  pretended  offers  ef  peace  through  Mr.  Wickharo«  On  that  oc- 
"CsSyorif  it  was  (aid^  that  it  was  by  n^  means  cettain,  thac  the  over- 
cures  of  His  Sardinian  Majefty  were  made  with  the  view  of  oUaia* 
ing  peace.  It  was  mod  probable,,  thatthey  were  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  preffure  of  circumfiajKes,  and  that  all  his  objcA  wa« 
Co  kiK>w,  wl)at  w^ere  the  coruiitions  on  which  the  Fr^€h.w0uki  ooa« 
Cent  to  a  pacification ;  for  he  had  uo  real  inlention  o£  puffo^  aft 
end  to  the  war.  I  cannot  conceive  more  hsLfipy  cx]weffioBa  to  ex<» 
plain  the  views  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  in  msj^ii^  ovocturei 
through  Mr.  Wickham.  They  Were  no  dwbt^&uated  bytfat 
fame  motives  that  guided  his  Sardinian  Majdfty,  and  the  Fcencli 
might  well  fuppofe  that  their  pretended  offers  wcre.prodiioed  by  the 
preffure  of  circumflances,  and  made  with  the  view  rather  of  prcK 
tradUpg  than  concluding  the  war.  The  pretence  fet  up  by  the 
French,  that  they  could  not  ^ve  up  any  territories  whicb  had  beol 
eonfolidated  with  the  Republic,  is,,  indeed,  a  matter  of  ifgret,  bm 
it  is  a  circum(bince  that  doubles  my  indignadon  agaiftft  tbofe  Mtnif- 
ters  who  have  brought  us  into  this  lamentable  fituatioii,  who  imf^ 
deierted  any  propofition  for  peace  till  a  period  when  tiic  diffictfcw 
are  fudi,  that  there  is  no  proijped  of  obtaimog  it  on  fyfe  and  hf»nflu»* 
able  terms.  I  fee  great  triumph  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hpilfif^ 
and  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  occafion.  Their  objed  wm  ta  dataf 
overtures  of  peace  till  they  could  not  be  accepted,  and  tbsy  bn^ 
fiieceeded.  This  may  be  a  manoeuvre  in  war,  but  it  is  jMt  w  ^ 
of  which  a  Minifter,  fincerely  defirous  of  peace,  can  b^afi.  Tillt 
St  was  (uch  manoeuvre,  I  am  convinced,  by  the  e^gpnicfs  am^ei^ 
ulution  with  which  the  conefpondeiKe  haa  beep  piibli4»d»    Jk 
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there  tio  bett^  tnems  of  imkii^  die  Government  of  Phince  believe 
the  linccrity  of  yoar  wifbes  for  peace  ?  Why  is  it  not  confiderefl 
bow  other  treaties  have  been  made  i  Why  not  make  your  difpo- 
fition  for  peace  known  by  various  other  channels  than  an  c^n  ne- 
gociatton }  Ai^d  above  all,  why  not  recognize  the  Republic,  and 
renounce  any  defign  againfl  it  on  account  of  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  foatiSsdi  When  that  great  man,  the  late  Lord  Chatham, 
w^ixinfuked  MpeAing  d)e  beft  mode  of  ferminsrting  the  unfbrtunaCie 
cKfpute  with  America,  did  he  fend  to  know  what  were  the  terms 
demanded  by  the  Americans  i — No :  his  opinion  was,  that  nothing 
would  efFeft  a  complete  conciliation,  but  a  complete  change  in  His 
Majefty^s  Councils.  — [>!  laugh  on  the  Treafury  Bench.'] — Gcntle- 
Rien  may  laugh,  but  I  do  not  underftand  how  the  calamities  of  the 
people,  brought  on  by  the  prefent  Councils  of  His  MajcAy,  can  be 
ft  fubjed  of  merrinnent.  To  remove  thefe  calamities,  a  total  change, 
not  only  in  the  Councils  of  His  MajeAy,  but  in  his  Counfellors, 
ft  aMblutely  neceflary  ;  for  to  fuppofe,  after  their  recent  condut^,  • 
that  they  will  abandon  thefe  principles  of  f  £lion  which  have  brought 
<m  tus  £(>  many  misfortunes,  is  abfurd.  They  have  not  in  any  way 
maniieft^d  fuch  a  change.  The  Adminiftration  which  conducted 
ifie  American  war,  was  found  unfit  to  fettle  the  peace ;  and  yet 
Lord  North,  of  whom  as  a  private  man  I  never  can  fpeak  bat 
with  refped  and  efteem,  had  a  mod  conciliating  difpofition,  an^ 
never  was  confidered  to  be  perfonally  anxious  to  ellablifli  our  domi<^ 
jDion  over  America;  neither  had  he  fpoken  with  fo  much  acrimony 
of  our  enemies  as  has  lately  been  the  cafe.  He  might  have  treated 
with  more  advantage  than  our  prefent  Mini(lers,  and  yet  it  was 
'found  ncce(&ry  that  he  (hould  refign.* 

The  chartge  of  feeling  towards  the  French  muft  have  been  very 
(bdden  in  the  right  honourable  gentletnan,  for  at  the  time  he  was 
making  pacific  profeflions,  he  was  fending  an  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  France,  which  if  it  had  fucceeded,  would  have  compelled 
him  to  declare  Loius  XVHL  King.  Had  the  ifland  of  Noirmou- 
tier  been  taken  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIH.  in  whofe  name  it 
was  fummoned  by  a  Britilh  officer,  how  could  Mini(^ers  have  rc^ 
cognized  the  Republic  ?  It  appeared,  then,  that  their  converfion  Is 
very  fudden,  and  fudden  converfions  are  very  fufpicious.  It  is  but 
tbb  manifeft  that  they  never  were  fincerely  delirous  of  negociating  a 
peace  with  the  French  Republic.  They  might,  indeed,  draw  up  ti 
paper  with  the  ingenuity  of  fpecial  pleaders,  that  might  fervc  as  a 
declaration  in  a  court  of  law,  but  which  from  its  ambiguous  nrK>de 
of  cxpreflion,  could  not  btxsfy  a  more  liberal  judgement  of  the  fince- 
rity  of  Atcir  wifhte  for  peace*     I  do  not  wiih  to  vi(it  the  (ins  of  tt^ 
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fadier  upon  the  (on ;  I  do  not  wi(h  that  die  defendants  of  the  Houft 

of  Bourbon  (hould  be  treated  in  the  ^manner  in  which  they  treated 

the  unfortunate  Houfe  of  Stuart ;  but  if  your  pacific  offers  wcie 

fincere»  you  (hould  have  difowned  Louis  XVI IL  as  King  of  France. 

You  (hould  have  reoalled  Lord  Macartney,  who  was  fent  as  am- 

baflfador  to  him,  and  avowed  that  you  made  war  on  France  as  a 

Republic,  and  confequeqtly  that  you  recx)gnixed  it '  as  fuch.     It 

would  have  been  a  becoming  a£t  of  juftice  in  you  to  have  dedarod 

this  to  Louis  XVI  n. ;  and  it  would  have  been  an  a6i  of  ptudenoe 

to  yourfelves,  with  a  view  of  convincing  the  Direflory  of  the  linco- 

rity  of  the  change  in  your  fentiments ;  it  would  have  freed  the 

unfortunate  emigrants  from  all  farther  fufpence.refpeding  their  £ui^ 

and  would  have  convinced  the  French  Government  of  your  aAual 

iblicitude  for  peace*     And  here  I  will  beg  pardon  of  the  Hoofe,  for 

entering  into  a  (bort  digrcflion  on  the  double  dealing  that  has  be^ 

ufed  towards  the  unfortunate  emigrants  from  France,  and  iriU  ob- 

ferve  that  it  is  a  moft  conibling  ciroumflance  to  me^  rtiat  not  one 

of  them  owes  the  fmalleft  atom,  of  his  misfortunes  to  any,  thiqg  I 

ever  did  or  (aid.     It  was  natural  that  thofe  unhappiy  men,  whcin 

they  heard  that  the  eftates  of  Englilhmen  wcra  infecure,  unleft  the 

eftates  of  the  emigrants  were  reftor^d  ;  when  they  heard  diat  we 

could  not  make  peace  with  the  Republicans,  without  laying  tfa^  hesid 

of  our  Sovereign  on  the  block ;  when  they  heard  that  Qreat  Britain 

.was  fighting  for  her  very  exiftence  ;  it  was  natural  for  them  lo  tsji, 

we  may  fafely  ri(k  ourfelves  in  the  fame  bark  that  canio  Csdbtil 

we  may  venture  our  fortunes  abng  with  that  of  the  Briti(|i  Empiie. 

Widi  thefe  opinicms,  which  they  imbibed  from  fpeeches  delivered 

in  this  Houfe,    the  RoyaliOs  had  been  drawn  fnmi  aU  pafts  ef 

France,  fully  perfuaded  they  would  be  cordially  received  here.— ^ 

3ut  how  had  they  been  duped  with  ambiguous  declarations,  made 

purpofcly  to  deceive  them  into  an  idea  that  they  were  to  f^t  Car 

the  reibration  of  the  French  Monarchy,  and  of  their  own  property ; 

when,  in  fedi,  they  were  only  fet  on  to  i^ht  for  die  flufiuating 

.views  of  Miniftcrs,  who  never  regarded  their  perfonal  weUatey  or 

the  caufe  they  wilhed  to  fupport,  as  an  objeft  of  real  importanoa. 

In  this  manner  many  of  the  emigrants  had  been  feduced  to  Aeir 

xuin,  and  it  would  be  b^t  an  z6i.  of  juftice  to  tell  them  we  are  not 

/lov/  fightir^  for  the  rc^ftoration  of  the  French  Monarchy»  we  aie 

not  now  fighting  for  the  reftoration  of  your  prop^rty^-^our  ocdy  dbjcA 

pow  is,  to  regain  the  territories  we  h^ve  lqft-*ve  fi^t  only  about 

the  conditions  of  peace.     The  queiHpn  now  iS|  whether  Miniflen 

have  really  changed  their  fentiments  refpedling  the  origin  and  objects 

of  the  war.     If  they  h^ve,  they  (hoyld  prov<:  it  by  fome  mtC^ViH 
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eal  aA  or  declaration.     If  they  havernoC,  as  I  fufpe^t  is  the  cafe, 
then. this  Houre*(hould  entreat  His  Majefty  to  change  his  Council^. 
I  know  it  will  be  faid,  "  what !  you  have  been  fpcnking  three 
,  JiourSy  and  all  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  change  of  Minifters^ 
bc!caufe  fuch  a  change  might  be  advantageous  to  yourfelf."— -To 
this  I  only  can  anfwer,  that  I  never  will  take  a  part  in  the  Govern- 
mentt  (ill  the  principle  upon  which  the  prefent  war  has  been  made> 
til!  the  principles  upon  which  our  domeftic  politics  have  been  con- 
duifVed  during  its  continuance^  have  been  coinpleady  renounced 
and  abandoned ;  for  {{is  to  them  that  we  muft  trace  the  ibgrce  of  all 
the  evils  with  wiiich  we  are  now  afflided.     No  Minifter  who  com- 
menced and  csmied  on  a  war,  evrr  mada  an  advantageous  peace  ; 
but  if  the  prefent  Minifters,  expeA  to  prove  an  exception  to  this 
rule,  they  (hould  ihew  that  they  are  ferioufly  convinced  of  thdr 
.  paft  errors;  they  fliould  renounce  the  principles  on  which  they. have 
9i6M,  before  they  can  hope  to  put  an  end,  with  honour  and  fafety, 
to  a  wair  whioh  they  have  conduced  with  fo  much  rancour  and  wkh 
fo  little  fuecefs.     It  has  been  faid,  let  us  perfevere  a  little  loi^ger, 
,  and  we  fhall  ultimately  fucceed  \  mandats  are  as  much  depreciated 
npw^  as  affignats  were  formerly,  France  cannot  therefore  continue 
.  i;he  conleft.     In  anfwer  to  this  I  wiU  only  fay,  look  at  the  eflfe£b 
.  of  the  war  upon  ourfelves,  and  coniider  well  how  long  we  fliall  be 
;  enabled  to  carry  it  on.     Betwe^  fifty  and  fi>cty  thoufand  men  have 
alr^y  been  &nt  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  the  mortality  has  been  grcal 
among  them,  and  the  advantages  comparatively  trifling,  for  if  #«i 
have  taken  Mvtimque— St«  Vincent's  and  Grenada  are  laid  wafted 
The  Duldi  pofleflkMis,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  form  our  chief  indent 
fiification  at  the  peace.     I  wiU  fay  little  as  to  the  faimefs  of  tak- 
ing thefe  ftom  a  nation,  to  preferve  the  territory  of  which  we  pro- 
fefledly  went  to  war.     I  am  told,  Minifters  do  not  now  wiib  the 
Stadtholder  to  be  reftored ;  but  I  will  only  remark,  that  our  extciw 
live  colonics  In  difllerei>t  quarters  are  already  a  great  incumbrance 
•  to  us  in  time  of  war ;  they  exhauft  our  ftrength,  and  if  our  mar{« 
rime  force  fliall  ever  be  equally  oppofed  by  a  hoftUe  power,^  thdr 
poflefl^on  will  bp  very  precarious.     We  have  completely  /ailed  in 
^11  the  objects  fof  which  the  war  was  coipmenced*     Hdlahd  is  loft, 
the  King  of  France  exiled,  and  the  aggrandizement  and  power  of 
the  French  Republic  is  more  alarming  than  even     Of  our  allies, 
the  King  of  Prufliai  who  was  the  firft  to  treat  with  the  French,  has 
/uftajned  the  leaft  injury  ;  the  King  of  Spain  has  been  forced  to 
nnake  peace,  in  order  to  fave  his  doniinions ;  and  the  King  of  Sar« 
dinia  is  now  ip  the  famfs  predicament,  compelled,  for  his  own 
fafety,  to  accept  fvich  loms  gs  the  Dircdpry  may  qhufc  to  grant. 
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The  fate  of  this  Mbmirch,  whoTe  good  faith  una  fo  loudly  teldted 
in  a  late  debate,  who  was  termed  the  veiy  pattern  of  fidelity,  mtiH 
forcibly  and  unequivoeally  denion(farates,  tkaf  in  prcportim  as  tverf 
ally  of  this  country ^  in  the  frtfent  conttft^  kas  been  ^poitem  ^fdeSiy^ 
he  has  aijo  been  an  example  ef  misfortune.  The  Eftoprds  of  Raffia 
has  indeed  fufifered  nothing.  It  is  impoffible  not  to  fee,  diar  her 
only  obje6(  in  the  alliance,  was  to  plunder  Polaild,'*  in  which  flie 
has  been  collaterally  fupported  by  England:  Thh  is  a  mortal  bkMr 
to  another  profefled  objeA  of  the  war,  the  balance  of  power.  1V8I 
any  man  bdieve  that  die  airowtd  obje£t  of  the  paitidonj  the  def« 
trudion  of  Jacobinifm  in  Poland,  was  the  read  caufe  of  dividi^ 
that  unfortunate  country  ?  And  wiH  any  man  contend  diat  Ei^^bnd 
and  France  urated,  might  not  have  prevented  that  trainfadiony  alld 
by  that  means  pnrferved  the  balance  of  power  vn  Europe  ?  -  Btt 
Poland  was  abandoned  to  its  iate*;  fuffered  to  be  facrffioedf  annl* 
hilated,  deftioyed,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  abfurd  and  vidoos  prind- 
pies,  which  govern  the  policy  of  Miniiters,  and  whid)  have  itii- 
volved  tss  in  the  prefect  war.  Thefe  principles  muft  now  be  de* 
ferted.  If  the  country  is  to  be  favad,  we  muft  retrace  otar  ftepa-; 
tiiat  is  the  only  courfe  which  prefents  any  hope  of  an  efieAual  cm 
for  the  evil.  Ail  other  remedtes  are  mere  palliatives,  whidi  moft 
rather  prove  mifchievous  than  ufeful,  and  I  (hall  therefore  reeom- 
inend  a  complete  change  of  fyftem.  Mr.  Fox  concluded  a  fpeed^ 
•%hicb  laAed  nearly  four  hours  by  moving  thef(dlowingaddre& : 

That  an  humble  addrefs-  be  prefented  Co  Hit  Majcfly,  nfofi  humbljr 
tooffer  to  his  Royal  contideracioQ  chat  judgement  which  bis  faithful  Com* 
mons  have  formed,  and  now  deem  it  their  duty  to  declare,  coticeniBi^ 
the  conduct  of  his  Miniflers  in  the  commencement,  and  durine  the  pro* 
IfreDs,  of  the  prefent  unfortunate  wan  As  lon^  as  it  was  potm>le  for  us 
to  doubt  from  what  fource^e  national  di&refies  had  a»ilea,  we  have,  iq 
times  of  difficult}*  and  peril,  thought  ourfelres  bound  to  ftreagchen  His 
Majclly's  Government,  for  the  protedion  of  his  (ubiecU,  by  our  con* 
fidcnce  nnd  fupporc  :  but  our  duties,  as  His  MajeHy  s  coun^llon,  and 
*  t$  the  prefetitativcs  of  his  people^  will  no  longer  permit  us  to  diilembl# 
our  deliberate  and  determined  opinion,  cbat  the  diftrefs,  difficulty,  9mA 
peril,  to  which  this  country  is  now  fubjeded,  have  arUen  from  the  miC* 
condu£t  of  the  King's  Miniilers  ;  and  are  likely  to  fubfill,  and  to  int 
creafe,  as  long  as  the  fame  principles,  which  have  hitherto  guided  theiii 
Miniilers,  (ball  continue  to  prevail  in  the  counfels  of  Gusat  Britain. 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  remind  His  Majefty  of  ^iituatioa  of  hisdomi* 
nioni  at  the  be^nning  of  this  war,  and  of  the  high  degree  of  profpericy 
to  which  the  ikill  and  indufby  of  his  fubje£ts  had,  under  the  (afeguard ' 
of  a  free  ConfHturion,  raifed  the  Britilh  empire,  iince  it  can  only  fill 
•his  mind  with  the  nveiancholy  recollection  of  profperity  abufcd,  and  of 
opportunities  of  fecuring  permanent  advantages  wantonly  rejected.  Nor 
fliull  we  prefume  to  wound  His  Majefty's  benevolence  by  dwelling  oa 
the  fortu4s<e  conrecjuences  which  might  have  arircaf^om  the  tnediuiolk 
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of  Great  Brioun  faetwera  the  powera  then  at^  war,  which  might  have 
eofured  the  permanence  of  our  profperity,  while  it  prefenred  all  Europe 
from  the  calamities  which  it  has  fince  endured,  a  mediation  which  this 
kingdom  was  fo  well  fitted  to  carry  on  with  vigor  and  dignity  by  its 
power^  its  chara&r,  and  the  nature  of  its  Government,  happily  re-  . 
moved  at  an  equal  dilbmce  from  the  contending  extremes  of  licentiouC- 
pefsand  tyranny. 

From  this  neutral  and  impartial  fyftem  of  policy.  His  Majedy's  MtniC> 
ters  were  induced  to  depart,  by  certain  mealures  of  the  French  Govern- 
menty  of  which  they  complained  as  injurious  and  hoftile  to  this  country. 
With  what  jufiice  thefe  complaints  were  made,  we  arc  not  now  called 
upon  to  determine,  fince  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  meafu4:e#  of. 
France  were  of  fucb  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  poffibility  of  adjuilmenc 
by  negociation  ;  and  it  is  impoifibie  to  deny  that  the  power  which  (huts 
up  the  channel  of  accommodation  muft  ever  be  the  real  aggreffor  in  war. 
To  reje£l  negociation  is  to  determine  on  hodUitiet,  and,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  nature  of  the  points  in  queftton  between  us  and  France, 
we  cannot  but  pronounce  the  refufal  of  fuch  an  aatbonMd  coromunica- 
tion  with  that  country,  as  might  have  amicaUy  terminated  the  difpute, 
CO  be  the  true  and  immediate  caufe  of  the  ruptuf  e  which  followed.  Nor 
can  we  forbear  to  remark,  that  the  pretences,  under  which  His  Majefly'a 
Minifters  then  haughtily  refufed  fuch  authorised  communication,  hJive 
been  fufBciently  expofed,  by  their  own  condufl,  in  fince  fubmitting  to 
a  fimilar  intercourie  with  the  fame  Government. 

The  mifguided  policy,  which  thus  rendered  the  war  inevi^ble,  ap* 
pbars'  to  have  actuated  the  Miniflers  in  their  ij^termination  to  continue 
U  at  all  hazards.  At  the  fame  time  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the 
obftinacy  with  which  they  have  adhered  to  their  defperate  fyftem  is  not 
more  remakable  than  their  verfatility  in  the  pretexts  upon  which  they 
bave  jvftified  it.  At  one  period  the  flrength,  at  another  the  weaknefs, 
of  the  enemy,  have  been  urged  as  motives  for  continuing  the  war :  Th« 
fuccefles  as  well  as  defeats  of  the  allies  have  contiibuted  only  to  prolong 
theconteft ;  and  hope  and  deipair  have  equally  ferved  to  involve  us  flill 
deeper  in  the  horrors  of  war,  and  to  entaiJ  upon  us  an^ndlefs  train  of 
calamities. 

After  the  original,  profefled,  objeda  had  been  obtained,  by  the  ex- 
pulGon  of  the  French  armies  from  the  territories  of  Holland  and  the 
Auilrian  Netherlands,  we  find  H'ls  Majefty's  Miniflers  influenced  either 
by  arrog,ance  or  by  mfatuated  ambition  and  vain  hope  of  con  que  ft^  . 
which,  if  realized,  could  never  compenfate  to  the  nation  fdr  the  blood 
and  treafure  by  which  they  mufl  be  obtained  ;  rejecting,  unheard,  the 
overtures  made  by  the  executive  council  of  France,  at  a  period  when  the 
circumllances  were  fo  eminently  favourable  to  His  Majeity  and  his  allies, 
that  there  is  every  rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  a  negociation,  commenced  at 
fuch  ajundture,  mull  have  terminated  in  an  honourable  and  advantage- 
ous peace.  To  the  profpe£b  arillng  from  fuch  an  opportunity  they  pre- 
ferred a  blind  and  obfiinate  perfeverance  in  a  war,  which  could&l'carce 
have  any  remaining  object  but  the  unjuftifiable  purpofe  of  impofing  upon 
Frgince  a  Government  ditapprovedof  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
And  fuch  was  the  infatuation  of  thefe  Miniders,  that,  far  from  being 
able  to  frame  a  wife  and  comprehenfive  fyilem  of  policy,  they  even  re- 
jeded  the  few  advantages  that  belonged  to  their  own  unfortunate  fcheme: 
the  general  exiflence  of  a  delign  to  interpofe  in  the  internal  Gjovernmen^ 
of  France  was  toomanifeft  not  to  toufemto  a.%ve  hoftilitv  the  national 
aeal  of  that  people;  Wt'thcir  particular  projeds  were  too  equivocal  to 
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tttra&  the  6>Dficlence,  or  ptocure  the  co-operatiofa,  of  tbofe  Frenchmeii 
who  were  difaffedted  to  the  then  Government  of  their  country.  The 
nature  of  thefe  plans  was  too  clear  not  to  provoke  formidable  enemies, 
but  their  extent  was  too  ambiguous  to  conciliate  ufeful  friendi* 

V/e  beg  leave  farther  to  reprefent  to  YourMajefty^  that  at  fubieqnent 
periods,  your  Miniilen  have  fuffered  the  moft  nivourable  opportunities 
to  efcapc  of  obtaining  an  honourable  and  advantageous  pacification : 
they  did  not  av^il  themfelves^  as  it  was  their  duty  to  have  done,  of 
the  unbroken  flrength  of  the  great  confederacy  which  had  been  formed 
lo^inft  France  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  t(k€t  to  overtures  for  negocia« 
tbn  :  they  faw  the  feceffion  of  feveral  powerful  States  from  that  con- 
federacy I  they  fuflfercd  it  to  diiToIve  without  an  effort  foe  the  attainment 
of  a  general  pacification  ;  they  loaded  their  country  with  the  odium  of 
havine  engaged  with  the  moft  queftionable  views,  without  availing 
chemielves  of  that  combination  for  procuring  favourable  conditioot  of 
peace.  That,  from  this  fatal  negle^  the  pro^reii  of  hoftilities  hat  onlj 
ferved  toeftabiifhthe  evils  which  might  certainly  have  been  annded  ujf 
oegociation,  but  which  are  now  confirmed  by  the  events  of  the  wmr« 
We  have  felt  that  the  uujuftifiable  and  impradticable  attempts  t#  eJhhBflt 
Royalty  in  France,  by  force,  has  only  proved  fatal  to  iu  unfertunate 
fupporten.  We  have  feen,  with  regret,  the  fobjugiatioa  of  Holland 
and  the  aggrandifement  of  the  French  Republic ;  and  we  have  to  bment 
the  alteration  in  the  flate  of  Europe,  not  only  ^m  the  fucceffes  of  the 
French,  but  from  the  formidable  acquifition  of  feme  of  the  allied  powers 
on  the  fide  of  Poland ;  acqyifitions  alarming  (irom  their  magnitude,  but 
ftill  more  fo  from  the  masner  in  which  they  have  been  made  :  fa  fatally 
has  this  war  operated  to  deflroy,  in  every  part  of  Europe,  that  balance 
of  power  for  the  fupport  of  which  it  was  undertaken,  and  to  extend  thofe 
evils  which  it  was  its  profefled  objed  to  avert. 

Moft  aordially,  therefore,  did  we  affiire  His  Majefhr,  that  his  fiuthfiil 
Commons  heard,  with  the  fincereft  (atisfa^ion,  Hii  Majefty's  moft  ^* 
cious  mefTace  of  the  8th  of  December,  wherein  Ks  Majefty  acqnaiBts 
them  that  the  crifis,  which  was  depending  at  the  commencemcat  of  the 

Srefent  leffion,  had  led  to  fuch  an  order  of  things  at  would  induce  His 
laiefty  to  meet  any  difpoCtion  to  negodation,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
with  an  eameft  dedre  to  give  it  the  fuUeft  and  fpecdieft  effeA,  and  to 
conclude  a  general  treaty  of  peace  whenever  it  ^uld  be  efleded  on  Joft 
and  fuiuble  terms  for  himfeif  and  his  allies.  That  from  this  gracious 
eommunication»  they  were  led  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  determination  to 
this  moft  difaftrous  conteft ;  but  that,  with  furprize  and  forrow,  they 
have  now  reafon  to  apprehend  that  three  months  were  fufTered  to  elapfe 
before  any  fteps  were  taken  towards  a  negociatio^,  or  any  ovenures  made 
by  His  Majeity's  fcrvantt. 

With  equal  furpriae  and  concern  they  have  obferved,  when  a  Ciit 
and  open  condu6^  was  fo  peculiarly  incumbent  on  His  Majefiy's  Minify- 
ters,  confidering  the  prejudices  and  fufpicions  which  their  previous  con* 
du^  muft  have  excited  in  the  minds  ot  the  French,  that,  infiead  of  ad* 
la^  iu  that  open  and  manly  manner  which  became  the  wifdom,  the  cha^ 
rader,  and  dignity,  of  the  Britifh  nation,  they  adopted  ainode  of  pr<^ 
cccdiog  calculated  rather  to  excite  fufpicion  than  to  infpire  confidence 
in  the  enemy.  Every  exprefiion  which  might  beconftnied  into  an  ac» 
knowledgcmcntof  the  French  Reoublic,  or  even  an  allufiofi  to  itt  fbftnt^ 
was  lludioufiy  avoided  ;  and  the  Minifter,  through  whom  this  overture 
made,  was  in  a  moft  unprecedented  manner  inftrudcd  to  dcdnre> 
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^hat  he  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  any  negdciation  at  dtfcuflidn  re-* 
lative  to  the  objedb  of  the  propofed  treaty* 

That  it  is  with  pain  we  reflet,  that  the  alacrity  of  His  Majcfty*s  Mini- 
flers  in  apparently  breaking  cff  this  negociation,  as  well  as  the  (Irange  and 
uuufual  manner  in  which  it  was  announced  to  the  Minftei-s  of  the  various 
powers  of  Europe,  affords  a  very  unfavourable  comment  on  th^ir  reluc* 
tancc  in  entering  upon  it,  and  is  calculated  to  make  the  moll  injuriout 
imprefSi>n,  refpc^ing  their  fincerity,  on  the  people  of  France. 

On  a  review  of  fo  many  inftances  of  grofs  and  flagrant  mifcondui^ 
proceeding  from  the  fame  pernicious  principles,  and  diredled  with  in- 
corrigible obilinacy  to  the  fame  mifchievous  ends,  we  deem  ourfelves 
li^ound  in  duty  to  His  Majefly,  and  to  our  conilituents,  to  declare,  th^C 
Vfc  fee  no  rational  hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  but  by 
the  adoption  of  a  fyftem  radically  and  fundamentally  difTcirent  from  that 
which  has  produced  our  prefent  calamities. 

.  .Until  His  Majedy's  ftlioiders  fliall,  from  a  real  conviction  of  paff 
errors,  appear  ioclincd  to  regulate  their  condud  upon  fuch  a  fyilem.  We 
can  neither  give  any  credit  to  the^  lincerity  of  their  proftllions  of  a  wiQi 
for  peace,  nor  rcpofe  any  confidence  in  tneir  capacity  for  condu(5ting  a 
fiegociation  to  a  profperous  ifTue.  Odious  as  they  9Lf€  to  an  enemy,  who 
Oiuft  Aill  believe  them  fecretly  to  cherifii  thofe  uppriocipled  and  chime* 
rical  projects,  which  they  have  been  compelled  in  public  to  difavow. 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  from  the  dilplay  of  infincerity 
and  incapacity  which  has  marked  their  condv,<£t,  our  only  hopes  reft  oa 
His  Majelty's  royal  wifdom  and  unqueflioned  affcdton  tor  his  people^ 
that  he  will  be  graciouHy  pleafed  to  adopt  maxims  of  policy  more  fuite4 
{o  the  circumftances  of  the  times  than  thofe  by  which  His  Miaider^ 
appear  to  have  been  governed,  and  to  dircA  his  fervants  to  take  mca- 
fures,  which,  by  differing  effentially,  as  well  in  their  tendency  as  in  the 
principle  upon  which  they  aie  founded,  from  thofe  which  have  httheitci 
marked  their  conduct,  may  give  this  country  fome  reafonable  hope,  at 
no  very  dillant  period,  of  the  efbblifhment  of  a  peace^  fuitabic  to  the 
interefts  of  Great  Britain^  and  likely  to'  preferve  the  tranquillity  ot 
Europe. 

Ir  paiTed  in  the  tiegativc. 

Mr.  Chancellor ^PITT.  In  commencing  a  very  eloquent  and 
comprehcniive  fpeech,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  dwelt  ra«> 
ther  more  at  length  than  at  firft  Was  obvioufly  neceflary,  en  i. 
propofition  in  itfclf  fufHciently  evident,  and  which  certainly  necdel 
not  to  be  enforced  by  the  briUiapt  rhetoric  and  great  authority  of 
that  illuifaious  orator  of  antiquity,  whofe  name  he  thought  profcr 
to  quote  on  the  occafion.  The  propofition  was,  that  at  cert^  ill 
periods  it  may  be  ufeful  to  take  a  review  of  paft  eventSi  in  order 
to  apply  to  our  prefent  (ituation  the  leflbns  of  experience,  to  examine 
the  fources  of  former  errors,  and  to  trace  the  caufes  of  thofe  cala^ 
mities  under  which  the  country  may  fuifer,  in  order  to  obviate  future 
mifcondud,  and,  if  poOible,  to  procure  redrefs  for  exiAing  evils# 
That  fudh  a  retroTpe^  may,  in  mod  cafes,  be  wife  and  falutary, 
i!$  a  ptopo6$ion  wfai^  will  hardly  be  denied.    It  is  evident  that  an 
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appeal  to  experieode  is  the  beft  guard  to  future  cDnduA,  and  that 
it  may  be  neceflfary  to  probe  the  nature  of  the  misfortune^  in  order 
to  apply  a  fuitable  remedy..    But  I  (hall  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  in  difcuflfmg  a  point  fo  obvioufly  true,  and  fo  univerfally 
acknowledged.     I  feel  the  lefs  inclination  to  detain  their  attention, 
as  I  contend  that  this  propofition,  which  is  fo  true  in  general,  does 
not  apply  to  the  particular  (late  of  the  country.     There  arc  fome 
iituations  in  which  a  wide  and  very  ample  furvey  of  paft  events 
may,  perhaps,  better  be  fpared,  particularly  at  a  moment  when 
the  honour  and  interefts  of  die  nation  demand  the  united  concur* 
rence  of  every  friend  to  the  country  in  the  (ame  objedt,  and  point 
out  only  one  line  of  conduct  which  can  confiftently  be  puifued. 
Whatever  may  be  the  difference  of  opinions  with  refpeA  to  the  origin 
and  conduAof  the  war,  whatever  may  be  the  events  which  have  oc* 
curred  during  its  progrefs,  or  the  preiTure  of  the  calamities  it  has 
oocalionedy  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  compelled  as  we  are 
to  continue  die  war  by  the  ambition  and  obftinacy  of  the  enemy, 
left  without  the  option  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  retreat,  a  mere 
appeal  to  paft  events  can  neither  be  ncceflary  or  proper,  and  even 
prudence  demands  ffom  us  to  difmifs  all  Fetrofpedl:,  in  order  to 
look  to  the  means  of  future  exertion,  and  the  profpedl'of  probable 
fuoceis.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  commencement 
of  his  fpeech,  alluded  (o  tlie  new  (ituation  which  has  arifen  with 
fcfpedl  to  the  war,  and  which,  I  contend,  renders  its  continuance 
no  longer  a  matter  of  choice,  but  of  nccefliry.    But  if  he  confumed 
fo  much  time  in  proving  the  neceflity  of  a  retrufpe^t,  fo  much  time 
in  the  retrofpe£l  itfelf,  and  fo  little  on  that  new  (ituation  in  which 
the  country  is  placed  ;  if,  on  the  former  topics  be  had  recourfe  to 
a  detatclied  and  elaborate  argument,  while  he  fo  (lightly  touched 
on  the  point  of  mOrc  immediate  interefi,  and  preffing  urgency,  it 
is  becaufc  he  felt  that  he  mud  difappoint  the  public  in  withhold* 
ing  his  opinion  fo  the.  prefent  crifis,  after  the  declaration  of  tfaofe 
fentiments  which  he  has  repeadedly  uttered.     If  by  the  refu&l  of 
the  enemy  to  accede  to  fair  and  honourable  terms  of  peace,  that 
period  is  now  arrived,  which  he  formerly  declared  would  fecure 
his  cordial  fupport  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  ^-^  that  period  which, 
by  exhibiting  in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  unjuft  policy  and  unreafon* 
able  ambition  of  the  enemy,  he  then  pronounced  would  undoubt- 
edly have  the  effedl  to  unite  all  England,  and  to  divide  all  France, 
he  would  have  better  fulfilled  die  pledge  which  he  folemnly  gave  t9 
the  public,  by  admitting  the  neceflfity  and  jufticeof  profeouting  the 
war  under  thefe  circumftances,  than  by  occupying  a  wide  field  of 
general  reafoning,  and  entering  into  minute  hiftortcal  detail  of  pafi 
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events.  In  that  cafe  however  he  might  have  lamented  paft  mif- 
€ondu6ty  however  he  might  have  retained  former  differences  of 
opinion,  confident  with  his  duty  as  a  Member  oi  Parliament,  and 
his  feelings  as  an  Englifhman,  he  muft  have  admitted  the  necef- 
fity  of  manly  peifevcrance,  and  of  vigorous  exertion,  if  he  wiflied 
to  remain  true  to  the  country  and  juft  to  his  own  principles.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  has  thought  fit  ftudioufly  to 
avoid  giving  any  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  or  advert* 
ing  to  that  new  (ituation  in  which  the  country  is  placed  by  the  re- 
cent communication.— •Under vthat  proted  that  the  time  which  the 
right  honourable  gentlenian  has  chofep  for  retrofpedi  is  that  precife 
period  when  retrofpe£i  might  have  been  moft  conveniently  fpared, 
bccaufe  we  have  now  no  option  between  war  and  peace,  becaufe  we 
arc  now  called  upon  not  to  decide  on  the  paft,  but  to  zSt  for  the 
future.  I  (hall  not  enter  at  latge  into  that  long  hiflorical  detail 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  brought  forward,  becaufe  I 
Oiall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  more  particularly  to  call  your  attention 
to  that  part  of  the  fubjetSl  which  he  omitted'-^the  (ituation  in 
which  the  country  at  prefent  (lands,  and  the  pcnnts  now  at  iffue 
between  you  and  the  enemy.  Under  this  proteft,  however,  I 
have  no  objection  to  follow  the  r^ht  honourable  gentleman  thro* 
the  leading  points  of  his  retrofped,  and  for  the  fake  of  greater 
perfpicuity  I  (hall  reduce  them  to  di(lin£t  heads,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  bear  on  that  pradlical  conclufion  he  evidently  meant  to 
draw  from  the  whole  of  his  ftatement.  The  points  on  which  he 
chiefly  infifted,  and  to  which  he  feemed  defirous  to  compel  your 
concurrence,  come  under  the  following  head :  Firift,  that  yott 
(hould  fubmit  to  a  retradion  of  your  paft  errors,  and  oonfefs  that 
you  had  made  an  unjuft  aggreflion  in  a  contefl  which  you  formerly 
declared  to  have  originated  in  the  unprincipled  policy  and  infolent 
ambition  of  the  enemy,  and  which  was  rendered  nece(fary  on  your 
part  for  your  own  felf-prefervation,  and  the  fecurity  of  your  deareft 
interefts. 

Secondly,  That  you  (hould  admit  that  the  caufe  of  the  war,  in 
you  undertook  it,  was  die  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France. 
Thirdly,  That  durii^  the  progrefs  of  hoftilities,  many  better  op« 
portunities  have  Occurred  for  reftorihg  tranquiUity,  and  much 
more  favourable  terms  might  have  been  had,  than  can  now  be 
hoped  for.  Fourthly,  That  you  (hould  be  prepared  to  (bte,  that 
your  refources  are  now  exbauftcd,  and  that  all  hope  from  the 
adoption  of  vigorous  meafurcs  ought  to  be  abandoned.  Ftthly^ 
l^hat  you  (hould  allow,  that  from  your  former  condudV,  and  re- 
peated declarations^  the  enemy  are  fully  juftiiied  in  their  diftruft 
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of  youp  finoerity  widi  regard  to  peace,  9hd  that,  6n  that  ground, 
dieir  anfwer  to  a  late  communication  is  ftridly  defenfible.  Thcfc 
were  the  lading  points  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
infiftedy  dated  very  generally  as  fpecific  propofitions ;  but  in  ar» 
guing  which,  he  went  into  long  details  filled  up  with  a  great  deal 
of  rich  and  glowing  colouring.  Firft,  I  muft  remark,  that  the 
iright  honourable  gentleman,  who  wi(hed  by  the  declaration  which 
he  propofed)  that  Miniflcrs  (bould  acknowledge  all  paft  errors,  zt 
.the  fame  time  muA  have  foi]gottcn  that  he  was  alfo  calling  upon 
the  Houfe  to  refcind  all  the  decifions  which  they  had  come  to  in 
the  courfe  of  four  years.— -His  Majefty's  MiniAers  were  accufed  of 
paving  plunged  the  nation  unneceflarily  in  a  moft  bloedy  and  ex- 
penfive  w*ar,  a  charge  in  which  Parliament  was  implicated,  be- 
caufe  they  had,  upon  the  moft  mature  confido-ation^  declared  that 
they  conlidered  the  prefent  to  be  a  juft  and  neceifary  war. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not,  upon  this  oocalion, 
fruded  to  his  ufual  arguments  to  prove  that  we  were  in  faA  the  ag- 
^ffors  in  this  war ;  but  he  laid  his  ground  mudi  higher,  and 
kttempted  to  prove,  a  prion,  that  the  war  on  our  part  was  unjuft. 
There  was  fomething  Angular  in  the  mode  in  which  this  point  "pras 
argued  ;  he  had  endeavoured  to  prove  the  war  was  unjufi  on  our 
|>art,  becaufe  it  was  unexpeded  ;  and  to  prove  that  it  was  unex- 
l^dled,  he  goes  back  to  1792,  and  refers  to  a  fpecch  made  bj 
ine  on  the  opening  of  the  Budget  for  that  year,  which  he  de- 
Icribbs  as  having  been  uttered  in  a  tone  of  great  fatisfadlion,  tri- 
umph, and  exultation.       It  is   true,    indeed,  that  I  felt  much 
'  iatisfa<Slion  in  exhibiting  to  the  country  the  high  degree  of  pn>« 
fperity  to  which  it  had  then  reached :  not  lefs  fatisfadion,  I  am  fure, 
than  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  feel  in  giving  them  the 
melancholy  pi6^ure  that  he  has  now  drawn  of  its  prefent  reduced 
lituation;  and   I  felt  the  more  vivid  fatisfaflion  in  viewing  that 
prpfpcrity,  as  it  enabled  us  to  prepare  for,  and  enter  into,  a  conteft 
of  a  nature  altogether  unprecedented.     But  I  mud  remark  as  a 
fingular  circumflance,  now  that  period  of  profperity  is  over,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  dwells  on  the  retrofpe6t  rather  rap-> 
turouily,  though  i't  feemed  but  little  to  affeA  him  at  the  time  it 
was  enjoyed.     In  bringing  forward  that  budget  he  remarks,  that  I 
held  out  a  profpedl  of  fifteen  years  peace,  and  afterwards  feems  to 
attach  a  degree  of  infincerity  to  the  declarations  of  Miniflers  on 
that  fubjeA.     What  can  countenance  fuch  an  accufatbn,  I   am 
much  at  a  lofs  to  difcovcr.      For  at  the  pericxJs  alluded  to,  every 
motive  of  public  duty,  every  confideration  of  perfonal  cafe,  muft 
have  induced  me  to  exert  the  beft  of  my  endeavours  to  promote  a 
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peace,  by  which  alcrne  I  could  "be  Enabled  to  tSEdSt  the  favourable 
obje£ls  I  had  in  view,  of  redeeming  the  public  debt  and  the  4  per' 
cents,  as  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  No  (hotter 
proof  could  be  given  of  the  fincerity  of  Government  to  promote 
and  infure  peace,  than  was  then  given  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ; 
and  if  they  were  difappointed,  the  fault  is  not  with  them ;  but 
their  conduA  muff  be  undcrftood  and  jufliBed  by  the  imperious  ne* 
<:e(I]ty,  which  in  1793  compelled  them  to  refift  an  unprovoked 
aggrefllion.  As  to  the  accufations  urged  againft  us  of  not  offering 
pur  mediation,  or  even  refifting  it  when  folicited,  they  are  equally 
of  little  weight.  For  are  Minifters  to  be  blamed,  for  what  it 
would  be  hazardous  in  them  to  have  attempted,  namely,  to  propofe 
a  mediation  where  both  parties  were  not  ready  to  agree?  To  have 
ere^ed  ourfelves  into  arbitors  could  only  expoTe  us  to  new  difEcuU 
ties  and  difputes,  if  we  were  determined,  as  we  ought  to  be,  toen* 
force  that  mediation  on  the  parties  who  refufed  to  admit  it.  And 
what  is  the  great  ufe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  be 
fo  eager  to  derive  from  peace,  if  it  had  been  fo  fccured  ?  Why 
that  we  fhould  go  to  war  in  order  to  prevent  the  partition  of  Po- 
land r  In  general  policy  I  ^m  ready  to  confcfs  that  this  partition 
is  unjud  ;  but  it  does  not  go,  as  is  faid,  to  overturn  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  for  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
as  it  fuits  his  argument,  cxprefles  greater  or  lefs  (bltcitude;  for* 
that  country  being  nearly  divided  equally  between  three  great 
powers,  it  can  little  contribute  to  the  undue  aggrandizement  of 
either.  But  how  ftrange  did  it  feem  in  that  right  honourable  gen-* 
tleman,  who  inveighed  fo  ftrongly  againft  the  partition  of  Poland,* 
to  cenfure  Minillers  for  their  endeavours  to  prevent  the  partition 
of  Turkey,  and  I  be^ed  to  ohfcrvc  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  was 
the  eftabliihment  of  the  principle,  that  this  country  could  not  in- 
terfere to  prevent  the  partition  of  Turkey,  precluded  the  poflTibility 
of  any  interference  with  refpedl  to  Poland.  Minifters  having'de- 
dined  all  mediation  between  the  belligerent  powers,  had  fbrfaom  to 
make  any  remonftrance  to  the  French,  or  declaration  for  the  prc- 
fervation  of  Holland,  until  after  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  when  Do- 
mourier  was  overrunning  Flanders,  and  our  ally  was  in  immi- 
nent danger.  It  then  became  neceflary  to  interpofe,  to  prevent 
&at  Aorm  burfting  upon  their  heads.  As  to  the  latter  tranfac-  - 
tions  that  have  occurred  between  this  country  and  France,  they 
are  too  recent  and  frefb  in  the  memory  of  the  Houfe,  to  require 
that  I  (hould  call  their  attention  to  them.  The  refolutions  to 
which  we  have  come  on  this  fubjed,  are  too  facrcd,  the  opinion 
too  fettledy  and  too  deeply  formed,  to  be  li^tly  reverfed. 
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We  emnot,  furely,  forget  the  (irft  caufe  of  complaint,  dkywed 
to  be  well  founded,  and  the  famous  decree  of  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber,, which  was  an  infult  and  an  outrage  on  all  civilized  nations. 
If  any  thing  could  have  aggravated  the  letter  of  that  ad,  it  was  the 
fpirit  which  pervaded  it,  and  the  pra6lical  circumAances  which  ac^ 
compahicd  it.  Sedkioui  men,  delegated  from  this  country,  with 
Ircafon  in  their  mouths,  and  rebellion  in  their  hearts,  were  rcceiv. 
cd,  welcomed,  and  caitfled  by  the  Legiflature  of  France.  That 
G<>vemcnenC,  without  waiting  until  it  had  even  eftablilhed  itfcif, 
decbrcd  hofiilities  agatnft  all  the  old  eibiblifticd*  fyftems :  without 
having  foarcely  an  eziftence  in  itfelf,  it  had  the  prefumption  fo  pnv 
mirie  to  interpofe  to  the  deflrudion  of  all  the  exi(ting  Governments 
in  the  world.  All  Governments  alike  fqlt  under  its  vengeance ; 
the  old  forms  were  contemned  and  reprobated  ;  dK>fe  which  had 
fiood  the  teft  of  experience,  whether  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  or 
wAntd  democracy,  were  all  to  be  deftroyed.  -  They  declared  that 
Aey  would  join  the  rebellious  fubjedsof  any  ftate  to  overturn  their 
Government.  The  right  honourablegentleman  contended,  that  this 
obnoxious  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  November  was  done  awaj  by  a 
fiibfcquent  one ;  but  what  was  the  expCination  they  had  given  ?  it 
waa^  that  they  would  not  interfere  in  the  Govertiment  of  another 
country,  except  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  country 
wiflied  for  a  change  of  Government.  As  to  their  declaration 
9gakA  aggrandizement  without  flopping  to  argue  a  point  that  was 
lb  extremely  clear,  I  will  only  refer  the  Houfe  to  then*  whole  con- 
dud  towards  Belgium.  They  declared  that  they  would  not  inter- 
ior in  the  Government  of  Bdgtum,  after  it  had  confolidated  its 
fibcfties )— -a  flrange  way  of  declining  interference  when  a  form  of 
cnnftitiitiofi  was  forced  on  them,  bearing  the  name,  but  not  the 
Ibmp  of  liberty,  and  compelling  the  Belgians  toconfolidate  and  pie- 
ftrve  it;  With  refpe<)  to  another  caufe  of  die  war,  viz.  the  open^ 
ingof  the  Scheldt,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admitted  diat  to 
be  a  very  important  queflion ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  it  might  eafily 
have  been  fettled  by  negociation.  The  French  propofcd  it  (bould 
be  fettled  between  Belgium  and  Holland.  Thit  is  to  fay,  if  we 
had  difarmed,  and  they  had  completely  fraternized  Belgium,  that 
dien  the  (}ueftion  might  have  been  difcuifed  between  thefc  two  in- 
dependent States.  If  upon  the  different  explanations  they  had  given 
to  our  caufcsof  complaint,  we  had  declared  v^  againft  them,  we 
Ihould  have  been  competely  juflified,  bee  ufe  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  ftated,  that  it  is  to  thofe  who  are  the  aggreflbrs,  and 
not  thufe  who  declare  war,  that  blame  is  re»lly  to  be  imputed.  In 
£id,  we  did  not  declare  war  ;  but  dien  it  was  faid  wc  did  fomc- 
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thing  equivalent  to  h— we  did  not  receive  Manfieiir'ChauveGn. 
He  was  the  reprefentative  of  the  King  of  France,  and  as  long  jIs 
that  monarch  retained  any  (hare  of  authority,  fo  long  was  Monfleur 
Cbauvclin  received  here  ;  but  the  moment  the  fource  from  whkh 
he  derived  authority  was  gone,  ofcourfehis  reprefentative  capacity 
alfo  ccafed  ;  he  wiftied  to  be  received  as  Minifter  from  the  Republic, 
but  he  was  informed  that  he  could  not  be  received  in  that  capacity. 
Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  think  that  the  Britifh  Parlia* 
ment  had  aded  upon  flight  grounds«--without  full  examination  <if 
the  caufes  which  operated  on  their  minds  in  the  commencement  o{ 
the  war  ^  and  were  we,  in  fa£t,  according  to  his  propofal,  to  ar« 
raign  ourfelves,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  the  pride  of  the 
enemy  r — to  bisd  the  cord  round  our  necks,  and,  throwing  our- 
felves at  their  feet,  with  a  confeflion  of  the  exhaufted  (t^te  of -our 
refources,  a(k  them  what  inden>nity  they  would  be  pleafed  to  aoccpt 
for  our  unjuft  aggreflion  ?  This  I  contend,  would  be  to  jenoucice 
the  character  of  Britons.  Even  if  by  the  adverfe  fortune  of  war^ 
we  fliould  be  driven  to  fue  for  peace,  I  hope  we  will  never  be  nrt^A 
enough  to  acknowledge  ourfelves  guilty  of  a  folfehood  and  injuftice^ 
in  order  to  obtain  it.  But,  however,  when  that  channel  of  oooi- 
munication  was  fulpended,  it  was  intimated  that  one  of  their  Gene^ 
rals  (Dumourier)  wiflied  to  have  an  interview  with  our  Miaifler  at 
the  Hague ;  this  was  acceded  to— -our  Minifter  received  inftrudtions, 
and  a  day  was  appointed  ;  and  in  this  ftate  of  things  it  was  that  the 
French  declared  war ;  therefore  there  was  no  alternative  left  to  us 
either  in  form  or  fubftance.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
b^ed  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  troubling  them  with  thefe  points  ; 
but  when  gentlemen  thou^t  proper  again  to  revive  them,  it  be* 
came  his  duty  to  recal  the  real  ftate  of  fads  to  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe.  He  came  now  to  the  condderation  of  that  part  of  the  riglit 
honourable  gentlejnan's  fpeech,  in  which  he  contended  that  we  were 
snftrumental  in  bringing  on  the  war,  by  refuting  to  acknowlecjge 
the  French  Republic.  This  Icemed,  in  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlennan's  mind,  to  form  one  great  error  in  the  outfet,  a  kind  of 
original  fin,  to  which  all  our  fubfequent  calamities  were  to  be  attri- 
buted. After  the  allies  had  been  to  a  certain  degree  fuccefsful,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  contended  that  we  (hould  have  feized 
that  moment  to  have  made  peace ;  and  that  our  reafon  for  not  pro- 
fofing  terms  then  was,  becaufe  we  entertained  the  mod  extrava- 
gant hopes  of  conqueft.  But,  continued  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  when  your  arms  were  unfuccefsful,  then  you  would  not 
make  peace  becaufe  the  enemy  might  not  grant  proper  terms ;  ia 
that  whether  we  were  victorious  or  unfuccclisful,  tLere  exifled  the 
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fimie  dbflades  to  peace  ;  and  from  the  whole,  he  infers,  that  Minif- 
fers  muft  have  had  fome  fecret  €bjc&  in  view  in  canying  on  the 
war.  But  furely  the  Houfc  muft  feel  that  difllerent  fituatians  re« 
quire  difllercnt  meafures,  and  infpire  different  ideas.  It  was  eafjf 
for  the  Houre  to  figure  to  itfelf  (ituations  in  which  we  might  lock 
forward  with  hope,  and  yet  without  being  extravagant  in  our  ex- 
pe£tation$  ;  and  other  (ituations  in  which,  though  unfuccefsful,  it 
would  have  been  cowardly  to  defpair.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  had  fixed  the  peroids  at  which  he  was  of  opinion,  that  this 
country  might,  with  propriety,  have  made  a  peace ;  the  firft  period 
was,  after  our  advantages  in  the  Spring  of  1793  ;  but  what  fecu* 
rity  had  we  that  the  French  at  that  rime  had  given  up  their  plan  of 
dc(hoying  all  the  odier  Governments  of  Europe?  a  temporaiy 
failure  of  fuccefs  might  have  lowered  their  tone,  but  it  afforded  no 
Eitisfa6lory  afTurance  that  their  principles  were  abandoned.  Minif- 
ters  did  certainly  decline  all  attempt  at  negociation  then,  becaufe 
they  could  not  do  it  with  fecurity,  and  the  Houfehad  confirmed 
their  opinion  on  that  fubjeA.  The  war  was  carried  on,  in  which 
we  had  met  with  misfortunes,  God  knov^*s,  feverc  and  bitter— 
butexcluiive  of  politive  acquifitions,  had  we  gained  nothing  by  the 
change  in  France  fince  that  period  ?  If  we  had  made  peace  then, 
we  fhould  have  made  it  before  France  had  loft  her  trade,  before  (he 
had  exhaufied  her  capital,  before  her  foreign  pofTeflions  were  cap- 
tured, and  her  navy  deftroyed.  This  was  his  anfwer  to  every  pait 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  relative  to  making  peace 
at  thofe  early  periods.  But  a  difcuflion  was  once  'more  introduced 
as  to  the  objcft  of  the  war.  Minifters  had  repeatedly  and  diftinfily 
ftated  the  obje£t ;  bat  it  was  a  cuftom  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  to  take  unguarded  and  warm  exprcffions  of  individuals  in 
favour  of  the  war,  for  declarations  of  Minifters.  The  rigjit 
hon6urable  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  particularly  alluded  (Mr. 
Burke),  and  of  whom,  with  rcfpedl  to  his  admirable  talents  and 
good  intention  there  could  not  be  any  difference  ;  had  ilshred  on  an 
occafion,  in  fupport  of  a  fingle  argument,  that  Britifh  property  was 
not  fafe  until  the  property  of.  French  emigrants  wak  refVorcd.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  glad  at  catching  every  opportunity  of 
fixing  Minifters  to  fpecific  declarations,  had  thought  proper  to  con- 
fider  the  expreflion  of  Mr.  Burke,  as  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Mirtifters,  that  the  eftablifhment  of  the  old  Government  of  France 
was  zjtne  qua  non  ob  c£l.  In  his  opinion  it  was  impra^icabk  to 
define  in  what  mode  fecurity  was  to  be  obtained  :  it  n>^t  arii« 
from  the  change  of  fyftem  in  the  French,  from  the  defbruCtion  of 
Jacobin  principles  ;  and  certainly,  for  all  purpofdS  of  ficgocia.^ni 
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the  moft  enviable  eircarolbmce  nfouM  be  tbe  eftaUifliment  of  ^ 
French  monarchy :  or  it  might  arife  from  a  commixture  of  all  or 
any  of  thofe  means.  But  whoever  formed  to  htmfelf  an  ideal  no^ 
cion  of  that  view  which  (hould  guide  him  in  the  prpceis  of  a  warp 
would  be  suilty  of  a  prefumption  equally  great*-^  whether  be  looked 
to  the  eltablifliment  of  monarchy,  or  fome  other  ipore  objedionabl^ 
form  of  Government.  The  only  rational  policy  muft  be  in  all 
cafes  to  ^atch  the  progrets  of  events,  and  judge  whether  the  cir- 
cumftances  exifting  at  any  one  time,  when  accompanied  with  peaco^ 
would  be  preferable  to  the  rifle  and  inconvenience  of  the  condnu^ 
ance  of  war ;  and  with  fuch  a  view  alone  did  he  enter  into  the  con* 
teft.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 795,  the  allies  had  the  dawn  of 
a  fplendid  campaign,  of  a  campaign  which  promifed  the  moft  briU 
liant  and  important  vid^ories,  and  which  unhappily  termmated>  hi 
was  forry  to  ftate,  in  a  manner  entirely  different  from  the  expei^-* 
tion  of  mankinds  It  was  followed  by  a  feries  of  diiafiers,  tbe  caufev 
of  which  it  was  not  his  province  ^n  to  analize ;  but  difafkrs  and 
viciflUudes  they  were,  which  he  had  the  comfort  to  add,  reflected 
honour  on  the  national  chara^er  even  in  the  moment  cf  our  difap« 
pointment ;  difafters  which  he  could  not  difguife ;  conquefis  by  the 
enemy  which  could  fcarcdy  be  numbered,  which  extented  ftom 
the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  almoft  to  its  fource.  Under  fuch  circum^* 
fiances,  was  it  more  for  the  honour  of  this  country — more  for  the 
permanent  and  foUd  advantage  of  Great  @ritain>  to  withdraw  hor^ 
felf  from  the  ccmfeder^cy  ;  or,  if  flie  was  not  able  to  (upport  Hoi* 
land,  at  leaft  to  fave  a  part  of  the  wreck,  for  the  benefit  of  tba 
lawful  owner,  if  he  (hould  ever  be  reinftated,  or  in  cafe  that  denia- 
ble objeA  could  not  be  accomplKbed,  to  take  it  rather  as  the  lawfid 
prize  of  Great  Britain,  than  to  leave  it  as  an  acceflion  to  the  over^ 
grown  power  of  the  enemy  ?  Whether  was  it  better  to  ad  as  thqr 
had  done,  than  to  have  ufed  that  univerfal  remedy  for  all  difEcul* 
ties,  fuggeRed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide,  the  acknowledgement 
of  the  French  Republic  ;  a  condud  of  humiliation  which  he  in- 
fifted  would  have  created  a  general  depreflfion  from  one  end  of  rha 
kingdom  to  the  other.  He  next  came  to  confider  that  part  of  tb( 
right  honourable  gentleman's  aigument  which  related  to  the  defec- 
tion of  Spain  and  Pruffia  from  the  confederacy ;  and  alfo  to  oonfider 
the  charges  made  againft  Adminiftration  for  not  endeavouring  fo 
n^ociate  before  tbe  difmembennent  of  the  combined  powen.  The 
queftion  which  would  then  arife  would  be,  whether  fuch  a  peace  a$ 
might  then  have  been  obtained  would,  under  all  the  circumftancci^i 
have  been  pftferable  to  the  continuation  of  the  war,  with  thr  n^i 
duced  co-operation  of  the  remainder  of  the  confederacy?  and  ht 
Vol.  XLV.  4  T 
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contended  that,  exhau(led  as  France  had  been  by  tfie  powers  of  the 
whole  confederacy  united,  there  (Ull  remained  an  oppofition  more 
efFedtive  ki-profpe<5l  than  even  the  whole  confederacy  had  been, 
before  France  had  been  fo'confiderably  weakened  by  the  great  ftnig- 
glcs  ncceffary  to  keep  up  fo  extenfi ve  and  general  a  war.  Whether 
the  countries  which  had  feceded  from  the  confederacy  had  benefired 
by  the  peace  which  they  had  made,  was  a  point  by  no  means  incon- 
trovertibly  eftablilhed.  Firft,  with  refpeA  to  Spain,  whctficr  (he 
afied  u(X)n  a  juft  and  confident,  principle  of  policy— whether  die 
peace  had  afforded  an  equivalent  for  the  coniiderable  facrifices  (he 
made,  he  would  not  decide  ;  nor  whether,  eonlidering  the  refburccs 
of  that  country,  and  the  fpirit  which  was  fornierly  known  to  animate 
the  people,  they  were  in  fuch  imminent  danger  as  to  make  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  purchafe  a  peace  by  fuch  means  ?— Whether  Spain,  ex- 
tending her  dominions  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  deriving  fudi 
refources  from  her  poflefTionsy  was  wife  in  making  fuch  a  peace  ^$ 
(he  had  concluded  with  the  French  Republic,  was,  as  he  faid,  a 
queftion  which  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  decide.  But  he 
had  little  hcfitation  in  deciding  as  to  the  degree  of  advantage  which 
the  King  of  PrufHa  had  derived  froiti  deferting  the  confederacy,  and 
making  peace.  What,  he  would  afk,  had  Pruflia  purchafed  i  he 
would  anfwer  that  Pruflia  had  purchafed  the  name  and  appearance  of 
peace,  and  a  confidcbble  portion  of  die  expences  and  difficulties  of 
war.  A  lajge  army  was  obliged  to  be  conftantly  kept  up  to  pre- 
ferve  its  neutrality ;  fuch,  he  faid,  was  the  Aate  in  which  Pruflia 
had  flood  ever  flnce  the  day  when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  figned. 
With  refpeft  to  the  detention  of  M.  la  Fayette, .  as  the  prifoncr  of 
die  allies,  he  would  only  have  to  repeat  what  he  had  before  formally 
i^ted,  that  the  Government  of  this  country  did  not  conlider  itfelf 
refponfible  f jr  any  a£t  that  had  been  done  with  regard  to  that  per- 
fon.  As  to  the  other  circumflance,  of  the  Government  having  fent 
out  of  the  kingdom  M.  Lameih,  he  would  only  mention  that  they 
had,  in  thccxercifc  of  adifcretion  vefted  in  them  by  the  Legiflature, 
ttfed  their  bed  judgement  as  to  the  propriety  of  that  9&,  In  tb« 
Alien  adt  there  was  no  exception  made  in  favour  of  any  particular 
clafs  of  emigrants,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  the  place 
in  which  to  invcftigate  the  grounds  of  excrciling  a  power,  which  in 
the  prefent  cafe  Mvjiifters  had  rekidlantly  ufed.  With  refpe£^  to 
that  Conflitutional  Government  of  179 1,  or  rather  he  might  far 
of  1789,  he  would  frankly  deliver  hisfcntimcrtts.— In  his  opinion 
it  was  not  likely  to  end  in  any  thing  permanent,  but  was  mor« 
likely  to  decline  into  fomething  worfe,  than  to  rife  into  fomeihing 
Mtter.     The  opinion  of  His  M^jefly's  Miniflers  had  been,  that 
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,  monarchy  was  the  moft  fure  ground  of  attaining  the  objects  of  fccu- 
rity  in  the  event  of  a  peace ;  and  they  did  not  think  themfelves 
juftified  in  carrying  the  war  into  France  upon  any  other  footing, 
leaving*  however,    any  modifications  with    refpe^   to  the  other 
branches  of  the   Government  to  be  coniidered  afterwards.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  cenfured  Miniders  for  holding  out  hopes 
to  emigrants,  which  left  thenv  no  chance  of  reconciliation  with  their 
country,  and  he  took  great  credit  to  himfclf  for  not  having  been  ac* 
ceffary  to  any  fuch  delufions ;  but,  when  Government  was  willing 
fo  lend  its  afTidHnce  in  an  endeavour  to  procure  them  the  reftora* 
tion  of  their  juft  rights,  and  to  their  c<»untry  its  ancient  Govemr 
ment,  he  was  convinced,  that  if  an  emigrant  gentleman  were  afked 
whether  \\t  would  run  the  chance  of  fuch  a  difappointment  (as  the 
event  of  Great  Britian  making  peace  with  the  Republic  when  it  be- 
came eflencial  to  her  interefl  to  do  fo),  he  would  not  refufc  to  exert 
hlmfelf  in  the  common  caufe,  and,  at  fome  rifque  and  hazard,  en- 
deavour to  do  juftice  to  himfclf  and  to  his  country. — ^Tic  declara- 
tion propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftated,  that  we 
co4ild  have  no  hopes  of  the  future,  from  the  former  profccution  of 
the  war.     What,  he  would  afk,  would  be  the  benefit  of  that  de- 
claration \     If  it  were  true,  it  might  appear  idle  to  dilguife  a  truth> 
but  did  it  feem  ufeful  to  proclaim  it  ?     Was  it  not  to  teli  the  enemy 
how  little  we  had  the  nfieans  of  continuing  the  conteft,  at  a  time 
when  they  wanted  neither  prompting  nor  fuggeftion  ?     And  furcly 
we  need  not  record  our  weaknefs,  in  order  to  make  them  know 
what  pretenfions  they   fhould  fet  up.     Therefore  he  wi(hed  the 
Houfe  to  confider  what   practical  good  fuch  a  declaration  would 
be  attended  with ;  or  whether  it  was  a  declaration  which  a  member 
of  that  Houfe  (hould  make  for  his  conAituents.     He  next  came  to 
confider  the  quefiion  of  expence  :  At  the  fame  time  that  he  lament- 
ed every  burden  that  was  laid  on  the  country,  the  temporary  and 
partial  grievances  which  had  been  fufi^ered  by  the  people,  yet  he  was 
not  afraid  to  ftate  it  to  be  his  fincere  and  indifputable  opinion,  that, 
if  the   prefent  war  were  compared  with  any  former  war,  in  the 
amount  of  its  expences,  the  amount  of  its  burdens,  the  means  of 
providing  for  them,  their  impreflfion  upon  the  body  of  the  people, 
the  cafe  with  which  they  were  colleSed,  or  their  bearing  upon  the 
manufedturcs  or  the  commerce  of  the  country,  our  fituation  would 
in  no  point  of  view  be  found  more  calamitous  and  opprcfiive  than 
at  former  periods.     He  truftcd  he  (hould  be  able  to  (hew,  that  great 
as  the  burdens  were,  they  were  more  than  compenfated  by  the  cre- 
dit, the  character,  the  commerce,  and  refources  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  wliich  had  increifcd  in  a  f;reater  proportion  than  even  our  ex- 
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pences;  and  notwlthftanding  the  great  dtfadvantag?  in  con  piring 
a  year  of  war  with  a  year  of  peticc,  yet  if  he  were  to  (hew  Engbnd 
in  the  mod  advantageous  point  of  view,  with  fcfpedl  to  its  capital 
and  refources,  it  would  remain  a  doubt  with  him,  whether  he  fliould 
dioofe  its  ftate  in  the  mondi  of  February  1792,  when  he  had 
opened  the  budget  alluded  to,  and  which  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
tnan  oonlidered  as  a  mod  flourifhing  xvz  ;  or  whether  he  would 
prefer  the  adtual  ftate  in  which  we  ftood  in  the  mondi  of  May  1 796, 
in  point  of  capital,  and  in  relation  to  the  credit  and  refourccs  of 
the  country. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  alfo  argued  from  die  refburccs 
which  were  ftill  left  to  the  enemy  for  the  pfofecution  of  the  war  ; 
but  if  France  was  yearly  wafting  a  confiderable  portion  of  its  ca- 
pital, (he  muft  exhauft  herfelf,  and  probably  it  will  be  found  not  re- 
mote from  truth,  to  repeat  that  (he  is  upon  the  vetge  of  bankruptcy. 
It  is  no  argument,  that  becaufe  that  which  is  in  a  (faite  of  decay  is 
not  adually  diflblved,  that  therefore  its  diflblution  is  not  to  be  ex* 
pefted.  He  did  not  proceed  upon  any  (hitement  of  his  own.— 
From  what  the  DiredJory  had  ftated  to  the  National  A(!cmbly,  they 
had  declared,  that  if  the  credit  of  the  mandats  was  not  fupported, 
their  refourccs  would  fail  them  ;  and  it  was  well  known  that  die 
value  of  thefe,  which  they  acknowledged  to  be  their  laft  fubftltute, 
^as  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  depreciation.  Can  it  then  be  poffibly  ad- 
mitted in  argument,  either  that  the  refources  of  the  enemy  for  car- 

,  lying  on  the  war  arc;  fo  immenfe»  or  that  our  finances  are  fo  ex- 
haufted,  that  this  country  muft  neceifarily  fubmit  to  receive  di^ 
compulfory  terms  of  the  enemy  ;  or  that,  from  the  knowledge  whidi 
the  enemy  have  of  the  ftate  of  our  refources,  they  can  be  induced  to 

.  perfevere  in  the  conteft  i  With  regard  to  vrtiat  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  ftated  of  the  recent  fucceftes  of  the  enemy  in 
Italy,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  knew  no  more  of  them  than  what 
Were  ftated  in  their  own  reports,  and  in  German  accounts.  In  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  Convention,  the  loffes  which  diey  had 
(bftained  at  ,die  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  had  been  commented 
upon,  and  admitted  to  proceed  from  the  want  of  money,  and  the 
impoflfibility  of  finding  magazines,  horfes,  or  provender ;  and  it  is 
ftated,  that  unlefs  thefe  caufcs  can  be  remedied,  they  have  not  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war.  He  muft  remark,  therefore,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  drawn  a  flattering  profped  of 
the  French  finances,  very  different  from  what  the  Government  in 
France  had  done ;  yet  that  very  Government  had  ftated  the  extcn* 
fion  of  the  limits  of  France  as  juft  and  polidc — had  declared  that  it 
would  promote  the  extenfion  of  their  navigation,  and  exprefled  a 
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determination  to  tramsfer  fo  much  from  Britain  into  Aeir  own  fcale 
of  importance  ;  they  do  not  fcruplc  to  affirm  that  their  own  exor- 
bitant demands  are  juft  and  reafonable,  and  that  ail  their  newly-^ 
acquired  territories  ought  to  Ik;  prefcrved  as  a  compenfation  for  the 
almoft  total  deftra6Hon  of  their  naval  power.  '  But,  whilft  they 
adopt  this  boading  language,  they  difcover  enough  of  their  real  fitu- 
ation  to  (hew  that  they  are  deftitute  of  power  to  enforce  their  exor- 
bitant demands,  if  other  countries  have  but  fufficient  fortitude  to  re- 
fift  them.  The  enemy  may,  indeed,  faKely  fuppofe  that  they  have 
a  right  to  make  fuch  demands,  from  an  idea  that  their  opponents 
are  unable  to  refill  them  ;  but  is  it  for  this  Houfe  to  hold  forth  fuch 
an  idea  ?  and  are  we,  by  the  motion  of  this  day,  called  upon  to  ne* 
gociate  with  France,  upon  an  admtflion  that  we  are  deftitute  of  re- 
fources  to  profecute  the  war,  and  thus  be  bound  hand  and  foot  be- 
fore the  enemy  ?  He  denied  that  the  negociation  propofed  with 
France  was  accompanied  with  circumftances  that  evinced  any  infin- 
cerity.  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  in  Oflober,  had  no  view  to  that  ne- 
gociation ;  nor  did  either  the  fpeech,  or  the  fubfequcnt  meffage  to 
Parliament,  contain  any  pledge  that  His  Majefty  would  make  the 
firft  overture  towards  peace.  Government,  however,  in  taking  the 
firft  ftep  towards  pacification,  had,  in  his  opinion,  afled  wifely,  al- 
though thej'  had  gone  beyond  any  pledge  that  had  been  given  ;  and 
he  added,  that  the  communication  to  France  was  made  with  the 
knowledge  and  confent  of  our  Allies,  although  they  were  not  made 
parties  in  the  overtilre.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
jefls,  that  the  note  prefented  by  Mr.  Wickham  contained  no  recog- 
nition of  the  Republican  Government  in  France  ;  fo  fond  was  he 
of  this  idea,  that  he  ftatcs  this  objeflion  for  France,  which  France 
had  not  difcovered  for  herfelf.  The  anfwer  from  the  French  Di- 
reftory  makes  no  complaint  on  that  fcorc,  nor  does  it  fay—"  If  you 
will  recognize  our  Government,  we  will  agree  to  give  you  better 
terms  than  if  you  do  not."  Therefore,  the  want  of  this  recogni- 
tion could  be  no  reafon  for  rcjefling  the  overtures  which  had  been 
made  to  them  in  the  firft  inftance.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer denied  that  it  was  neceffary  Mr.  Wickham  fhould  have 
been  invefted  with  authority  to  treat  with  France  at  the  firft  out- 
fct.  He  obfervcd,  that  firft*  overtures  for  negociation  may  be  made 
when  it  may  be  impofllible  to  give  any  a6tive  ftiare  in  the  negociation 
to  the  perfon  who  makes  it,  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  Minifter  of  a  Neu- 
tral  Power,  Where  the  objefl  was  to  bring  about  a  general  peace, 
he  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  taking  any  ftep  which  might  have 
a  tendency  to  fow  the  feeds  of  jcaloufy  and  difunion  among  Allies, 
Or  afford  them  caufe  to  ftifpedl  that  there  was  any  intention  of  en- 
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tcring  into  a  feparate  negocUtioOy  as  well  as  the  impropriety  of  giv- 
tng  provifional  nlhudlions  befordiand  to  treat,  without  knowing 
th^  dirpofition  of  the  enemy.  He  animadverted  on  the  declaration, 
th:it  the  Bricifh  Miniltry  propoiing  a  congrcfs  was  a  proof  of  their 
inlincerity.  From  hiflorical  dedufiion  he  (hewed,  that  from  the 
period  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  fcarcely  any  treaty  had  been  en- 
tered upon,  in  which  allies  were  to  be  included,  without  a  congrefs 
having  been  appointed.  If  France  difliked  the  propofition  made  to 
her,  why  did  fhe  not,  as  deiired,  fugged  her  own  r  Had  the  French 
Government  really  thought  this  Government  infincere  in  their  pro* 
pofition  for  peace,  he  afked,  if  they  would  have"  anfwercd  it  by  prt>- 
pofing  exorbitant  terms,  which,  upon  the  fuppodtion  of  the  infin- 
cerity  of  our  Government,  would  moft  efFedually  prevent  fuch  in- 
firvcerity  being  called  m  quedion  ?  In  (hort,  the  only  ground  on 
which  they  founded  an  objection  was,  that  their  conftitution  would 
prevent  them  from  giving  up  any  part  of  their  newly-acquircd  and 
incorporated  pofleffions  ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  him* 
ielf  had  allowed  the  danger  of  fuch  a  principle  as  this  ;  for  if  once 
admitted  and  aded  upon,  it  might  for  ever  (hut  the  door  againfk 
die  return  of  peace.  He  avowed  his  opinion,  that  the  new  confti- 
ttttion  of  France  furniihed  no  pretext  for  fuch  an  exorbitant  claim 
as  this.  Inflead,  therefore,  of  inveighing  fo  much  againft  Miniffarvy 
he  afked  why  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  levelled  fome 
part,  at  lead,  of  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence  againd  that  power 
which  alledged  fuch  falfe  pretences,  and  (brted  fuch  infurmountable 
obdacles  againd  the  return  of  peace  ?  But  although  the  terms, 
Itjggeded  by  the  French  Direflory,  were  fuch  as  he  was  confident 
a  Britidi  Parliament  never  would  agree  to,  he  ackrK>wledged  this 
was  no  reafon  for  a(3ing  with  petulance  or  padion,  or  for  tedifying 
ieIu£Unce  to  refume  a  future  negociation,  whenever  any  difpofi- 
lion  to  this  efFe£^  might  be  diewn  by  the  enemy.  Till,  however, 
this  time  arrived,  and  fo  long  as  their  prefcnt  difpodtbn  remained, 
and  they  avowed  their  determination  to  keep  all  that  they  had  got 
in  Europe,  and  to  recover  all  that  tliey  could  out  of  it,  he  confciTcd 
he  pould  fee  no  alternative  but  that  of  a^ing  againd  tlie  enemy 
with  vigour  and  perfeverance  ;  and  he  truded  that  the  late  refufal 
of  the  iTrench  to  treat,  would  produce  this  effed  in  the  prefent  in- 
ibnce. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  to  much  contained  in  the  fpecch 

of  a  right  honourable  member  (Mr.  Fox]  he  could  undoubtedly  fub* 

fcribc— agreeing  with  him  in  every  thing  that  related  to  the  mif- 

conduct  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Government ;  but  having  ac- 

feed  in  the  judice  of  its  commencement  (an  opinion  he  founJ, 
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on  refledioHy  he  had  no  reafon  to  dq>art  from,  and  deriving,  from 
the  'fpirit  mamfcftcd  in  the  late  communications  of  the  French  0i- 
reftory  with  this  country,  little  hopes  of  its  being  determined  under 
its  prcfcnt  circumftances  in  a  manner  confiftent  with  the  honour  or 
fecurity  of  the  Britilh  nation)  he  held  himfelf  obliged  to  vote  with 
the  Minifter  on  the  queftion  of  that  night.  To  render,  howcvdr, 
the  enemy  incxcufable,  he  affertcd,  this  country  had  a  right  to  cxacSk 
from  the  Minifter  the  withdrawing  the  Embafly  he  had  fent  to  the 
Head  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, — ^a  mcafure,  which  could  be  con- 
ftrued  no  otherwife,  than  as  implying  infincerity  in  his  proceedings 
with  the  Republic  of  France ;  and  though  by  no  means  indifferent 
to  the  diftrefles  of  a  family  once  eminently  illuftrious,  and  unfortu- 
nate in  proportion  to  the  great  reverie  of  circumftances  they  had  re* 
cently  experienced,  the  honourable  member  was  unable  to  conceive 
tht  propriety  of  employing  a  Noble  Lord,  whofe  talents  were  rcrir 
dered  ufelefs  to  his  country,  by  the  mockery  of  this  appointment  in 
expeditions  fo  wild  and  extravagant  as  that  of  his  prefent  negpcia- 
tion,  or  the  EmbaflTy  which  had  preceded  it  to  China.  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon  hoped  the  Minifter  would  negleA  no  means  of  procuring 
peace  to  this  country,  but  fuch  a  peace  as  might  be  deemed  honour- 
able and  fatisfadory^  and  confequcntly  productive  of  permanent  cf- 
feS.  •  To  terms  of  infufficicncy  and  degradation,  he  trufted  any  man 
who  adferted  hts  right  to  the  name  of  £ngli(hman,  would  be  found 
inca^ble  tf  giving  his  aftent.  He  had  been  induced  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  at  the  late  hour  he  had  intruded  himfelf  upon  it,  that  by  the 
explanatioi^  of  the  vote  he  intended  to  ^ve,  he  might  be  enabled  td 
afcertain  that  confiftcncy  of  charaflcr  which  ought  to  be  the  refult 
of  the  condu<5l  of  every  confiftent  member  of  that  aflembly. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  though  he  felt  it  fomewhat  unreafonable 
now  to  trefpafs  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  by  claimihg  the  ufual 
privilege  of  reply  ;  yet,  at  this  period  of  the  feflion  and  of  the  par- 
liament, he  was  lb  anxious  to  have  his  fentiments  fairly  underftood, 
that  he  wo^ild  avail  Mmfclf  of  an  indulgence  which  he  would  not 
otherwife  have  required,  and  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  fpeech 
of  the  right  honounit>le  gentleman.  At  the  banning  of  his  fpeech 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  Teemed  to  dwell  with  fome  degree 
of  triumph  upon  an  imputed  inconfiftency  which  he  affeAed  to  dif- 
Gover  In  hil^  arguments  on  a  former  occafion,  when  Turkey  was  en- 
dangered by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
with  refpeft  to  the  recent  difmemberment  of  Poland.  But  was 
the  infamous  parHrion  of  Poland  in  any  reTpedt  to  be  compared 
with  the  cirCumftancts  of  Turkey  at  the  period  alluded  to  ?  The 
XurkS|  after  an  unprovoked  aggreflion,  were  humbled  by  the  power 
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of  the  Eonprefs,  and  he  had  r^rohated  the  idea  of  die  arrqg^nt  in* 
terfereqcecuf  this  country  to  prevent  her  from  obtaining  that  indem- 
nification 1  to  which  (be  was  entitled.  He  had  faid,  that  if  the  con- 
^iflrrence.of  France,  in  a  fituation  to  z&  with  cfkA  could  have  been 
c^tainedy  he  would  have  advifcd  our  interpoiition  to  prevent  that 
horrible  injuftice,  that  infamous  partition  of  Poland ;  a  mcafurc 
which  would  have  been  jdl^fied  bj  a  due  regard  to  the  balance  of 
Europe.  Bu^  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  tocon(ider  the 
balance  of  power  as  veiy  Ijttle  affededy  becaufe  the  dtvifion  whkh 
took  place  among  the  three  different  ilates  concerned  in  the  tranf- 
s&ion  was  fo  equal  as  to  prcTerve  that  relation  of  (farength  which 
they  mutually  held  to  one  another.  -  This  aigument,  upon  its  own 
principle^  could  only  be  gpodj  if  the  divifion  had  been  fo  exad  as 
to,pre(erve  the  proportion,  not  in  any  three,  but  in  all  the  ftates  of 
Europe,  by  afTigning  a  conefpondent  (hare  to  each.  But  when  a 
Minifler  went  fo  far  as  to  overlook  the  injuilice  of  a  few  great  na* 
tions  in  fwallowing  up  the  pofTdfions,  and  deftroying  the  indepcn* 
dcnce,  of  the  little  furrounding  ftates,  and  to  faniSlion  that  robbery 
which  Kings  might  find  it  fo  eafy  to  pra£life,  merely  becauie  the 
plunder  was  equally  divided  amongft  the  guilty,  there  was  an  end  at 
pnce  of  the  balance  of  EuropS.  But  what  was  the  injuf^ice  and  the 
infamy  of  this  partition,*-«how  formidable  the  danger  to  the.balanc* 
of  Europe,  when  it  was  confidered  that  die  popidadon  of  Pokmd 
was  equal  to  that  of  this,  country,  and  its  natural  weakfa  and  re- 
fources  great  and  important !  It  was  indeed  a  terrible  ^nciple, 
which  was  advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  (no 
matter  for  this  injufliee)  the  balance  of  power  remains  the  fame,  as 
thofe  (hites,  who  have  divided  the  plunder,  have  maintained  in  this 
new  acceffion  the  proportion  of  ftrength  they  previoufly  held  to  one 
anckher.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  called  his  fpecial  pleading 
on  the  fubjedt  of  the  communication  between  die  French  govern* 
mentatid  certain  focieties  in  this  country,  he  would  Aill  a(k,  how  it 
was  pofllble  for  us,  without  acknowledging  the  French  Republic 
then  eftabliihed,  to  found  any  proceedings  upon  diofe  communica- 
tions,  or  to  take  any  oilence  at  the  condud  purfued  by  the  French, 
without  referring  it  to  the  Government,  and  (bting  it  as  a  ground 
of  difTatisfa^lion  ?  It  was  certainly  true,  that  he  did  oon(ider  the 
Minifter,  in  1792,  as  lincere  in  his  wi(h  for  the  continuanoe  of 
peace.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  Rad  (aid,  that  this  confe^^' 
£on  fupported  the  prefumpdon  that  Minifters  had  not  gone  to  war 
precipitately*  What  he  meant  to  (how,  however,  was>  that  the 
general  effeds  of  the  revolution  in  France  were  not  the  caufea  d 
the  war  r  fire,  at  the  dme  when  Miniflers  expreiled  pacific  inteo- 
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dons  and  hopes,  many  of  the  events,  (o  much  infiAed  upon,  had 
taken  place,  and  he  wiflied  to  confine  the  real  caufts  to  the  three 
points  which  he  had  mentioned.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
faidy  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  fuccefs  was  fuch  as  to 
juftify  the  hopes  they  entertained.  This  was  predfcly  what  he  had 
intended  to  illuftrate,  that,  whether  good  or  bad  fuccefs  occurred, 
the  argument  for  the  ^ntinuance  of  the  war  derived  equal  fupport 
with  Minifters  from  either  event.  In  the  end  of  1793,  it  was 
laid,  that  propofals  for  negociation  would  have  been  humiliating, 
and  would  have  produced  an  ofler  of  terms,  which  it  would  have 
been  difgraceful  to  accept.  But  does  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man recolleft  the  language  he  held,  and  even  announced  from  the 
Throne,  with  regard  to  the  events  of  1793,  when  he  faid  that  the 
cam{5aign  had  been  as  brilliant  as  could  have  been  cxpeded,  and 
equal  to  the  moft  glorious  campaigns  of  the  war  of  1763?  Thd 
fupport  of  monarchy  in  France  was  juftificd  as  a  dcfirable  objeft  of 
policy  for  the  purpofc  of  dividing  the  French,  and  as  a  means  of 
promoting  the  fecurity  of  this  country.  On  the  firft  point  he  pre- 
fumed  to  differ,  and  he  confidcred  the  fupport  held  out  by  this 
country  to  monarchy  in  France  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  that  union 
which  had  prevailed  among-  the  French.  With  regard  to  fecurity, 
it  was  a  vague,  indefinite  objeft,  nor  wns  it  eafy  to  knovv  to  what  it 
related.  He  undcrftood,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
elhiblifhrnent  of  monarchy  was  left  out  of  the  queftion  ;  nothing 
but  atonement  and  fatisfad^ion  were  the  topics  infifted  upon,  and  ic 
could  only  be  from  the  cxiiling  guverivnent  that  this  fatisfaflion 
Could  be  obtained,  and  for  which  purpofe  it  was  alfo  neceffary  that 
the  Government  fhould  be  recognized.  With  regard  to  La  Fayette^ 
he  was  fornfy  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  found 
himfelf  obliged  fo  often  to  interfere  in  continental  affairs,  on  anoc- 
cafion  like  this,  pofleiTed  fo  little  influence-;  but  what  could  he  fay 
with  rcfped  to  the  treatment  experienced  by  Mr.  Alexander  Lameth 
in  this  country  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  condudl  of  Minifters,  this  Houfe  was  not 
the  place  where  he  was  to  give  any  explanation.  He  had  execrated 
the  bill  under  which  Miniflers  had  a^ed,  on  its  firft  introduction^ 
and  had  foretold  the'abufes  that  would  be  committed,  wliich  he  now 
found  to  b€  realixed.  But  it  was  then  faid,  that  the  bill  inferred  a 
refponflbility  on  Minifters  for  their  condudt  under  it ;  if  fo,  Mini- 
fters  had  incurred  refponlibility,  and  this  was  the  proper  place  to 
inquire  into  the  fubje£t.  He  afked  then,  for  what  reafon  Mr. 
Alexander  Lameth  was  fent  away  ?  That  gentleman  had  been  a 
confUtutionalifl,  many^  whom  were  employed  by  us,  and  tholb 
Vol.  XL V,  4U 
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alone  were  treated  with  harthnefs,  who  woiud  liot  draw'  their  fwords 
againft  their  native  country.  If  there  was  any  man  deiferving  par- 
ticular refped  and  attention,  it  was  the  man  who  had  been  the  zea- 
lous aflertor  of  limited  monarchy — who  had  been  thrown  unjuftly 
into  a  Pruflian  dungeon,  and  his  health  greatly  impaired  ;  and  yet 
was  he  marked  out  to  Europe  as  the  fevered  vidim  of  our  perfe* 
cution,  and  as  an  example  to  thofe  who  (hould  refufe  to  fight  againft 
their  country.  It  was  faid,  that  the  eflfed  of  the  motion  was  hu* 
iniliating,^  but  for  whom  ?  Not  for  the  country,  which  he  wiibcd 
to  feparate  from  Minifters  as  much  as  poflible,  but  for  Miniflers 
alone.  But, it  was  faid,  that  the  war  had  been  approved  by  Par- 
liament, and  fandioned  by  repeated  votes.  But  did  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  recollef^,  in  17821  when  the  American  war 
drew  near  a  concluiion,  that  it  too  had  been  fandioned  by  re- 
peated •  votes,  and  fupported  by  very  great  majorities  t  In  the 
courfe  of  his  reading  that  morning,  he  found  in  the  works  of  his 
friend  Mr.  Gibbon,  an  obfervation,  that  during  that  war  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  without  doors,  which  had  originally  been  favourable 
to  it^  began  to  turn  ;  yet  the  Houfe  of  Commons  followed  the 
change  of  public  opinion,  haudpajfibus  aquisf-^z  remark,  hiftorical 
with  regard  to  the  pad,  which  might  have  been  prophetic  with  .re* 
gard  to.  the  prefent*  By  fubmitting  his  prefent  propofitions,  he 
wifhed  to  give  the  people  of  thb  country  an  opportunity  of  lefcuing 
iheir  character  from  any  (hare  in  the  guilt  which  Minifters  had  in-r 
CiXrred.  •  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  the  de- 
rangement qf  the  French  finances  ^  but  if  the  right  honourable 
p;cntl(;man  rcafoncd  from  caufc  tO:  effcdl,  might  not  he  reafon  from 
cifecfl  to  caufc,  and,  from  the  adooiOiing  vigour  and  fucccfs  of  the 
military  opcmtions  of  the  French,  conclude  that  their  finances  ci- 
ther had  not  been  deranged  in  the  degree  aUedgcd,  or  were,  now  re- 
eftabli(hed  }  It  was  faid,  that  no  audicntic  accounts  were  leocived 
of  the  late  fuccclTcs  ;  but,  he  believed,  little  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  their  truth.  Ic  was  little  doubtful  that  the  French  had  an 
army  of  70,000  mi^n  in  Italy,  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  when 
the  German  accounts,  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  re- 
lied fo  much,  arrived,  the  army  of  the  French  would  probably  be 
ftated  to  be-  more  numerous.  •  It  was  urged  that  fprmerly  it  had 
bcfsn  admitted  by  Oppotition,  that-  if  propofitions  of  peace  {bould  be 
made,  .and  not  acceptctJ,  tijc  eiVcct  would  be  to  divide  tlie  French, 
and  unite  the  people  of,  this  fcountry.  But  iurely  it  was  under- 
fiood,  when  this  obfervation  wasj  made,  that  propolals  were  to  be 
ipadc  in  fuch  p  wry  ?.s  to  have  a  f^ir  chance  oJF  ru(;ce&4 
As  to  what  the  ri^hf  ht3n(^rable  gentleman  faid  of  Mr.  Wickham  s 
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communicationv  he  had  made  thebeft  defence  of  the^i^ondudl  of 
the  'trench  ;  for  was  it  to  be  expected  that  any  attention  would.be 
paid  to  a  man  who  had  no  fandion  from  the  allies  with  whom  we 
were  connedted^  nor  any  authority  to  make  fpecific  propofals  ;  or 
yip\jAd  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  caqfed  the  corr^fpondence 
with  Mr.  Wickham,  which  was  of  a  private  nature,  to  be  pub- 
liihcdy  or  have  pubiiflicd  any  private  communications  that  might 
have  been  made  from  the  French,  had  he  been  ferious  in  his  defirc. 
of  pacification  ?  With  regard  to  terms,  certainly  fome  attention 
(hould  have  been  paid  to  the  prejudices  of  the  French.  If  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  reprobated  the  condudt  of  France,  in  not  com- 
ing forward  with  propofals,  why  did  he  not  avoid  the  condudl  which 
he  confiderecl  to  be  prefumptuous  in  them.  There  might  be  reafons 
of  policy  which  determined  the  French  to  adhere  in  appearance  to 
the  principle  of  annexation  of  the  conquered  provinces,  as  ihcre  the 
war  was  to  be  carried  on,  and  it  might  be  prudent  to  confult  the  in- 
clinations of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  provinces.  This  he  thought 
probable,  but  he  fiated  it  only  from  conjeflure.  He  certainly  con- 
fidered  the  recognition  of  the  French  Re])ublic  as  of  the  laft  impor- 
tance, and  much  more  neceflary  as  a  preliminary  than  the  condi- 
tion;il  recognition  of  America,  during  the  laft  war.  Though  the 
rrench,  acknowledged  by  almoft  all  Europe,  and  triumphant  in 
|heir  military  career,  might  not  condefcend  to  complain  of  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  not  being  recognized  they  would  fed  and  refent  the 
indignity.  If  the  French  had  talked  of  the  Britifli  nation,  .without 
any  notice  of  His  Majefty,  or  the  Government,  would  not  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  have  dwelt  on  this  as  a  pnx)f  of  their  infin- 
cerity  in  their  defire  of  peace  ?  Since  the  French  had  bcftowcd  upon 
the  various  Reput^lics  of  Genoa,  Venice,  Berne,  &c.  their  titles 
of  Magnific  Doge,  &c.  they  had  been  upon  better  terms  with  thefc 
ftates.  The  French  therefore  felt  from  his  conduit,  that  the  Mi- 
nifter  difcovercd  no  ferious  inclination  for  peace.  Much  as  he  dif- 
liked  the  fyftem  of  annexation  which  the  French  profeffed,  ftill  he 
thought  that  a  fair  chance  had  not  been  given  to  any  propofals  for 
negociation.  He  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  come  ta  fome  refolution 
which  would  bring  forward  a  different  fyftem  of  meafures.  Of  the 
finances  he  had  faid  little.  He  reprobated  the  pradtice  of  compar* 
ing  the  ftate  of  our  finances  with  the  exhauftcd  fituation  of  theenemy, 
and  thereby  deriving  arguments  for  pcrfe  vera  nee..  He  wasfenfible 
that  our  refources  were  great,  and  he  w»s  happy  to  cbnfider  them 
in  that  light ;  but  the  efforts  which  the  French  had  made,  (hould 
convince  us  that  their  refources  were  not  exhauftcd. 
The  Houfc  then  divided. 
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For  the  modon,  42;     Againftit,  ai6.     Mi^onty,  174. 
The  Houfe  adjourned* 

fFedfUffday,   lUh  May. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LECHMERE,  the  Houfe  refolved  into 
a  Committee  on  the  high  price  of  com. 

Mr.  I/ECHMERE  obferved  that  it  was  painful  for  him  to  re- 
peat the  complaints  he  had  been  obliged  to  make  on  this  fubjcd. 
He  conlidered  himfelf  ill  treated  by  the  little  attention  that  was  paid 
to  a  queftion  fuch  as  this,  of  the  greateft  importance.  It  had  been 
ftated  that  his  fpeeches  had  a  tendency  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people,  but  if  even  there  were  any  difturbance  in  die  country  it 
could  be  owing  only  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  who  had  truly  in- 
flamed the  minds  of  the  people  by  their  grofs  mifcondud.  The 
confolidadon  of  fmaller  farms  into  large  ones  he  conceived  to  be  one 
grand  fource  of  evil,  which  he  wiflied  to  remedy.  There  was  an 
ad  of  the  28th  of  Henry  VIH.  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  en* 
forced.  Jobbers,  foreftallcrsy  and  regraters  (hould  not  pafs  un- 
puniftied.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  Refoludon.— - 
^*  That  the  chairman  be  inftnided  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  enforce  the  bringing  of  corn  to  be  fold  in  the  public  maiket ; 
and  to  prevent  the  bringing  of  adulterated  flour  to  the  market." 

Mr.  FRANCIS  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid  that  he  was 
eager  and  defirous  to  take  this  and  every  opportunity  to  fupporc  the 
views  and  to  declare  his  enure  concurrence  in  the  principles  and 
objeds  profeflfed  by  his  honourable  firiend,  though  he  was  very  mudi 
afraid  that  the  ftate  of  public  buflnefs,  and  latcnefs  of  the  feafixi, 
would  make  it  impoflibk  for  his  honourable  friend  to  fucced  in  his 
intendons  in  the  courfe  of  the  prcfent  feflfion.  Mr.  Francis  bore 
witnefs  to  his  zeal,  though  it  had  been  perpetually  defeated  by  aC* 
cidents  and  impediments,  which  had  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  at  an  earlier  day.  No  man  could  have 
taken  more  pains  to  coUedl  information  on  the  fubjed,  nor  do  I 
tfolieve  that  any  member  of  this  Houfe  is  better  acquainted  with  it 
than  he  is.  I  cannot  pretend  to  the  fame  knowledge,  but  I  have 
as  much  zeal,  and  efpecially  in  the  caufc  of  the  poor  ;  and  he  may 
be  aflfured,  that  although  he  may  be  defqited  now,  he  will  always 
find  me  ready  to  fupport  his  benevolent  views  in  another  feflHon,  if 
I  (hould  happen  to  have  a  feat  in  another  Parliament.  There  are 
two  advantages,  however,  which  1  have  mendoned  on  other  occa* 
lions,  more  than  once,  and  which  might  be  efleAed  without  any 
l^tilative  interference  of  the  Houfe— I  mean,  by  the  influence  and 
example  of  individuals  \  if,  when  they  return  into  their  fevcial 
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countriesy  they  would  give  emeouragement  to  the  meafures,  and 
piomote  it,  as  I  have  done  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  at  their  own 
dcpence;  I  mean  by  providing  every  labouring  man  in  every  pari(h 
with  the  means  of  grinding  his  own*  com.  I  have  had  a  great 
number  of  models  made  of  the  hand-mills  ufed  in  India,  and  diftri- 
buted  them  as  far  ds  I  had  an  opportunity.  They  are  very  fimple 
in  their  conftru£Uon,  and  might  be  ealily  improved  by  perfons  who 
have  more  ikill  in  thefe  matters  than  I  have.  What  I  wi(h  is, 
that  gentlemen,  who  wilh  to  ferve  the  induifaious  poor,  would  give 
thefe  hand-mills  to  fuch  as  were  willing  to  make  ufe  of  them.— • 
Many  of  us  have  fubfcribed  ten  or  twenty  pounds  in  our  parifhes 
for  die  relief  of  the  poor.  The  expence  of  providing  hand-mills 
would  not  be  fo  confiderable,  and  I  am  convinced  it  Would  be  much 
more  efleftual.  Not  only  the  whole  [profit  of  the  miller,  lawful 
,  and  unlawful,  would  be  fared  to  poor  people,  which  we  all  know 
is  a  very  confiderable  obje£i,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  have  nothing 
to  fpiare,  but  all  of  us  would  have  the  great  advantage  of  knowing 
with  certainty  the  materials  of  which  our  bread  was  made.  I,  for 
one,  will  ailuredly  grind  for  myfelf  as  foon  as  I  can  get  into  the 
country,  and  will  do  all  I  can  to  recommend  the  mcafure  among 
my  neighbours.  The  next  thing  to  be  done  i^  to  provide  a  parifh 
oven  to  bake  generally  for  the  poor ;  or  if  that  be  attended  with 
difficulty,  at  leaft  to  oblige  bakers  to  bake  loaves  at  a  fixed  price, 
as  they  do  pies  and  paftry.  Thefe  two  meafures,  fully  carried  into 
execution,  I  am  perfedly  fure,  would  give  a  relief  to  the  induftriout 
poor,  far  beyond  what  any  gentleman,  who  has  not  attended  to  the 
fubjedt,  would  at  Mk  fight  think  poflible.  There  are  odier  im- 
provements which  might  be  eafily  made  by  exciting  the  fkill  of  in* 
genious  perfons,  and  rewarding  them  for  their  trouble.  ^  Thefe  I 
ihall  fugged  fhortly  in  the  words  of  a  friend  of  mine,  who,  I  be- 
lieve, is  as  great  a  mafter  of  the  fubje£t  as  any  man  in  the  king* 
dom.  ^*  The  moft  effectual  way  of  ferving  the  public  will  be  to 
give  a  handfome  bounty  to  the  man,  who,  in  a  given  time,  brings 
forth  to  public  view  the  beft  wheat  mill,  ading  on  the  cheapefl  and 
fimplcfl:  conflru^on,  to  be  worked  by  man  or  boy  with  the  leaft 
labour,  and  to  be  made  with  ftones  of  at  leaft  two  feet  in  diameter, 
(thofe  made  of  iron  do  not  anfwer  for  wheat,  and  are  much  too 
tedious  in  their  operation.)  To  give  a  fmall  bounty  for  the  three 
following  improvements  :  firft,  to  him  who  fhall  difcover  the  beft 
method  of  preferving  yeafl  the  longed,  not  lef&than  fix  months,  fo 
as  to  remain  perfedly  fweet  and  proper  for  baking.  Secondly,  to 
him  who  (hall  difcover  the  beft  fubflitute  for  yeaft,  the  fame  being 
flidjudged  to  be  perfedly  wbolefome,  and  effcdtual  to  its  purpofe. 
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TUrcflj,  to  him  vbo  difcovers^  fimplifiesy  an4.  makes  perfedly 
intdl^ibleto  the  meanefl  capacity  the  true  French  method  ofmak- 
wg  bread  with  leaven.  By  thefe  mr4ns>  if  you  choofe  to  make  a 
mtDtion  t9  the  purpfe,  you  will  have  the  bleflings  of  the  country 
and  poor;  dncCi  if  yo^r  bounties  have  effcd^,  which  I  am  furc 
fbcf  will,  the  miller's  trade  will  be  in  a  great  meafure  knocked  up, 
aciJ  the  bread  be  good,  wholefome,  and  at  two- thirds  of  its  price, 
while  the  farm^'s  honeft  profit  will  be  the  fame."  Mr.  Francis 
concluded  with  faying,  that,  if  meafures  of  this  kind  were  heartily 
adc'ptcd  and  (kadily  purfucd,  the  certain  confequence  would  be,  not 
€t^  that  the  poor  would  be  better  fed  and  at  a  cheaper  rate<  but 
tlisrt  all  ranks  of  people  would  be  pn)vided  with  nouriihment  in 
this  cfTential  article^  infinitely  more  wluilcfome  and  palatable  than 
lltey  are  at  prefent.  Whether  in  or  qut  of  Parliament,  he  was 
determined  to  promote  thefe  ufeful  and' truly  humane  objeds  to  the 
imnoft  of  his  ability. 

Mr.  MARTIN  thought  the  Hogfc  indebted  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  indefatigable  exertions  on .  behalf  of  the  poor. 
Ue  was  afraid  the  period  of  the  fefilon  was  too  far  advanced  to  make 
tfic  prefent  motion  likely  to  fuccccd.  He  hoped,  however,  that  many 
beneficial  regulations  would  be  adopted  in .  the  enfuing  feflTion  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  be  begged  not  to  be  underAood  as  pledged  to 
iupport  any  fpecific  propofition. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  of  opinion,  that  the  bill  wa^  not  fufEdcnt 
lemedy  for  the  grievance  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  com^ 
plained.  One  part  of  the  honourable  member's  propofition  was 
Ibperfluous,  as  it  was  impoflible  to  fell  com  at  all,  except  by  (am- 
|fe»  As  the  fcflion  was  far  advanced,  and  the  bufinefs  was  of 
mch  importance,  he  would  move,  **  Th^t  the  Chairman  do  now 
Icare  the  Chair." 
The  Houfe  dividcc^, 

Ayes,  34 — Noes,   lo.     » 
Lift  of  the  Minority  in  favour  of  Mr.  Lechmere*s  motioiu 
Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  J.  T.  Stanley 

Mr.  Ligon  General  Smith 

Mr.   Foley  General  Tarleton 

Mr.  Jekvll  Sir  Richard  Hill 

Lord  William  Ruffell    Sir  William  Dolbcn 
Mr.  Lechmcre,  Teller. 
The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of\  the  Dog-tax  bill. 
Lord  SHEFFIELD  moved,  that  occupiers  of  unafTeired  houfes 
ibould  not  be  exempted  from  the  ,tax. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,   that  the  motion,  in  the  prefent 
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inftance,  was  Informal^  as  it  was  in  faft  ti  propofition  for  anew 
which  cpuld  not  be  fubmitted  to,  except  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and*  Means,  which  was  not  clpfcd.  The  Sjpeaker  agreeing  m 
opinion,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  order  for  committing  the  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  DENT  could  not  help  noticing,  that  the 'tax  had  not  only 
been  applied  to  purpofcs  contrary  to  his  intention^  but  diverted  fnan 
thofc  channels  through  which  it  (hould  have  flowed,  if  meant  to 
operate  as  bencBcial  regulations.    . 

The  Hoyfe  then  went  in^p  the  Committee* 

Mr.  LECHMERE  wiftied  that,  it  could  be  poflible  to  tax  Upr 
Sogs — a  pampered  ufclefs  ra6e.-.-*';Therc  was  a  great  lady  in  dip 
city  [he  would  4iot  mention  nanrTes),  that  loved  tlicfc  dogs  fo  wdL 
as  to  keep  fixteen  of  them  [A  loud  lough]  And  he  had  heard  fcr- 
footh  of  a  delicate  lady,  who  was  as  attentive  to  the  conflitution  and 
nerves  of  her  dogs  as  her  own  health  :  (he  talked  of  the  pupfiy  ii| 
the  mpft  affedcd  manner  :  Oh,  dear.  Sir  !  poor  Pbmpcy  is  Jo  11]. 
that  I  can  get  him  to  take  nothing  but  Savoy  bifcuits  ftccpod  in, 
burgundy  5  he  was  once  to  ftrong  as  to  eat  minced  chickcti  and 
fweet-bread. 

•  By  one  of  the  claufcs  in  the  bill,  the  duty  is  ordered  to  be  aflicfled 
on  the  5th  of  July  next  for  three  ^quarters,  and  to  be  conttnncd 
yearly  .afterwards  on  every  5tH  of  April.  '  The  report  was  onkied 
to  bf  rcceiyca  tp-morrqw..  .  ,     .      ,       . 

.  The  ttoufe  having  rcfolved  itfelf  Into  a  Committee  on  the  flave* 
carrymg  bill,  .  . 

Mr.  WIjL^ERFORCE  faid,  that  he  would  for  the  pidcnt 
forego  hi*  intention  of  introducing  i  provifion  in  the  bill,  to  liroif 
the  number  of  fliips  employed  at  prefcnt  in  the  trade  to  diofc  alicad|f 
engaged.  But  the  other,  with  rcfp^ft  to  the  number  of  flavcs  be- 
jng  apportioned  tO  the  quantity  of  tonnage,  as  mentioned  on  aibnncr 
night,  was;0neihat  he  would  npt^rclinquifli. 

After  a  ihbrt  converfation  between  General  Tarletbn,  Mr.  Wil^ 
bcrforcc,  Sir  William  Young,  Mr.  Barham,  Alderman  Lufliing* 
<on,  and  Mr.  .William  Smith. 

Mr.  STANLEY  moved,  that  the.  Chairman  do  report  progrefs, 
and  afk  leave  to  lit  again  i  on  which  a  divifion  was  called  for,  when 
there  not  bektg  mOrc  than  thirty-fix.  members  prefcnt,'  the  Houfe 
was  of  courfe  adjouined. 

Thurfdayy  'I2th 'May. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  gave  notice,  that  as  he  undcrftood  it  would 
be  inconveriient  to-morrow  to  difcufs  it^  he  would  pofipone  his  in- 
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tended  motion^  concerning  the  Weft-Indix  expedition,  to  next 
Wcdncfday. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  obfcrvcd,  an  order  had  been  made»  on  the  aift 
of  April,  for  laying  upon  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  fums  of 
money  paid  by  the  Eaft- 1  ndia  Company  to  Government,  towards 
the  500,000!.  which  they  annually  engaged  to  pay,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  balance  now  remaining  due  upon  it,  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  fee  that  order  had  not  been  obeyed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  faid,  if  he  did  not  miftake,  the  order  had  been 
obeyed,  for  he  had  read  the  papers. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  diat  he  believed  the  papers  bad 
not  been  prefcnted,  but  fome  inquiry  (hould  be  made  about  them, 
and  if  they  had  not;  he  would  give  information. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  ihted,  that  he  could  not  acquit  himfelf  of  having 
legularly  performed  his  dqty  to  his  conftituents  at  a  time  when  the 
Houfe  was  at  the  cbfe  of  its  parliamentary  exiftence,  if  he  did  not 
prcfs  an  anfwer  upon  one  very  material  and  important  quefiion  be- 
fore that  interval  expired.  The  Houfe  mud  have  heard  a  variety 
of  reports  of  the  fucceffcs  of  the  French  armies  in  Italy— reports 
which  were  fo  conneded  in  their  general  fiatements  as  to  be  tanta- 
pnount  to  confirmation.  By  thefe  reports  it  was  pretty  generally 
underftood,  (hat  the  French  armies  had  almoft  puihed  their  fuooefies 
to  the  capitaljof  Sardinia  ;  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  fueing  for 
peace,  and  placing  two  of  his  ftrongeft  fortrefles  in  thdf  hands, 
which  were  confidered  to  be  the  key  of  his  dominions,  as  a  lecurity 
for  his  engagement.  Now,  in  confequence  of  thefe  reports^  he 
begged  leave  to  afk  tixc  right  honourable  gentleovan  oppofite,  whe- 
ther he  intended  to  remit  the  aoo,oool.  lately  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment to  his  Majefly,  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  in  the  fomi  of  a  fub- 
fidy  i  He  defired  to  be  underftood,  that  he  did  not  date  his  qoef- 
rion  invidiou(Iy«  but  for  general  fatisfa6tion.  He  pitied  tfie  misfbr- 
tunes  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  lamented  that  he  (hould  have 
incurred  them  by  that  defperate  and  dangerous  alliance  in  which  he 
had  embarked.  He  feared  that  he  was  now  trembling  in  his  ca- 
pital for  his  dominions,  and  therefore  fcorned  to  triumph  in  his  dif- 
treffes,  but  ^he  thought  it  would  be  idle  to  call  (hat  1  fubiidy,  of 
which  co-operadon  was  not  the  fruit.  If  the  money,  voted  by 
Parliament,  was  to  be  granted  as  an  eleetnofynary  pft,  let  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  know  fo  ;  and  let  the  people,  who  have  heoi 
drained  of  fuch  immenfe  fums  for  f  neign  Princes,  who  have,  one 
by  one,  defertad  them,  be  told  in  what  manner  this  alfo  was  to  be 
applied. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  he  did  not  concave  that  the  qucP 
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tion,  confifteilt  with  the  good  fenfe  of  die  learned  gendeihan^  was 
put  in  that  way  which  claimed  an  immediate  anfwer  from  him.— - 
As  to  the  exad  fituation  of  afiairs  in  Italy,  he  was  not,  from  his  in- 
formation, incompetent  at  prefent  to  decide.  He  believed  that  the 
afiairs  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  might  be  in  a  critical  (ituationi  but  it 
was  impoflfihle  to  fay,  at  prefent,  what  precife  effe£t  the  event  might 
have  on  the  war.  But  furely  it  muft  be  obvious  to  the  learned  gen- 
tleman, that  though  the  fubfidy  had  been  voted,  the  obligation  on 
the  part  of  this  country  ceafed,  if  the  parties  were  incapacitated  from 
carT)'iAg  on  the  war  ;  this  was  a  fclf-evident  propofition,  that  re« 
quired  no  farther  explanation.  ' 

Mr.  J5KYLL  afked,  if  there  was  any  intendon  to  fend  the 
money  till  the  news  was  authenticatedi  ^nd  requeued  to  know  if 
the  fubfidy  was  not  already  remitted  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  made  no  reply. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  granting  to  His  Majefty  a  tax  on  real  fucceflion. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  queftion,  That  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid— "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  (hould  indeed  be  fony 
that  this  pernicious  bill  (hould  (ini(h  its  progrefs  through  the  Houfe^ 
without  my  having  had  an  opportunity  of  expreflmg  my  opinion  of 
it  more  exfdicitly  and  diAindUy  than  by  a  filent  vote.  I  do  not 
mean  to  enter  into  any  ofafervations  on  the  particular  provifions  of 
the  bill.  The  objedions  to  it  in  detail,  on  the  fcore  of  injuftice, 
hardfhip,  and  imprafdcability^  I  believe,  are  endlefs  ;  I  hope  they 
are  infurmountable.  Let  the  bill  pafs  as  it  is,  with  all  its  vices 
and  all  its  abfurdities.  The  nrK>re  it  i&  loaded  with  them,  the  better  ; 
for  that,  I  fear,  is  the  only  chance  we  have  of  ever  feeing  it  re- 
pealed. My  objedions  are  on  principle  and  fundamental.  They 
are  the  refult  of  the  moil  careful  attention  and  confideration  which 
I  am  capable  of  giving  to  any  fubjed.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
poffible  for  any  human  ability  to  anfwer  them  fairly.  I  look  upon 
the  biU  not  merely  as  an  a£l  of  taxation,  but  as  a  political  meafure^ 
immoderately  increafing  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  full  oT 
danger  in  its  obvious  confequences  to  the  conititutioii  and  freedom 
of  the  country.  It  appears  in  a  form  which  never  was  afTumed, 
and  a  As  on  principles  which  never  were  avowed  in  this  Houfe  be- 
ibre.  The  eflendal  qualities  of  the  bill  are  thefe : — Firft,  that  it 
does  not  operate  immediately,  nor  with  all  its  force,  but  applies  to 
cafes  and  fituations  which  do  not  inftantly  exift,  and  which,  there- 
ibre,  individuals  may  hope  are  remote  from  themfelves,  and  may 
never  reach  them.  Of  courfe  it  annihilates  that  juft  and  zation4 
Vol.  XLV.  4X 
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cheeky  which  the  conftitution  relies  on,  in  hvcm  of  die  fubjcft, 
namely,  that  the  reprefentative  will  not  impofe  exorbitant  taxes, 
without  clear  neceffity,  on  his  conftituents,^  as  long  as  he  (hares  im- 
mectiately  and  alike  with  thofe  whu  are  to  pay.     By  fiir  the  greater 
part  of  the  members  of  this  Houfe  are  already  in  poflfeilion  of  all 
that  they  have  expeded.     But  the  mod  dreadful  of  all  confider- 
ations  is,  that  the  tax  is  to  operate,  not  now,  but  hereafter.     What 
guard,  then,  have  we  left  againft  the  moft  profligate  extravagance 
and  wafte  of  the  public  fortune,  if  no  part  of  the  burden,  whatever 
it  may  be,  is  to  be  borne  by  ourfelvcs  i     Suppofe,  for  a  moment, 
that  by  any  poflTibllity  the  expences  of  an  a<^ual  war  could  be  pn>- 
vidcd  by  taxes,  of  which  the  burden  ftiould  not  be  felt  till  twenty 
years  hence,  how  few  would  care  or  confider  what  that  expence 
would  amount  to.     Too  many  of  us,  I  fear,  would  fay—**  The 
cafe  will  not  happen  in  our  time."     But  not  only  the  entailed  ex- 
pence  wooM  be  difregarded,  but  the  war  itfelf,  and  all  its  pernicious 
oonfequences,  would  be  thought  of  with  unconcern,  as  long  as  the 
money  by  which  it  was  fupported  was  not  taken  diredly  out  of 
our  pockets  ;«fo  that  all  the  checks  derived  from  felf-intercft  againft 
profufion  on  one  lide,  and  profligate  meafures  on  the  other,  would 
be  utterly  removed.     But,  fecondly,  this  tax,  whenever  it  does  adt, 
will  not  operate  coUedltvely,  and  at  once,  on  the  whole  oommumty, 
but  individually  and  fucceflively  upon  one  man  after  another.— 
Here  another  guard  againft  unjuft  taxes  is  taken  away.     When  all 
men  feel  together,  they  will  probably  relift  together ;  but  when 
eveiy  individual  may  poQibly  hope  that  the  burden  may  never  fall 
upon  himfcif,  or  remotely  affed  his  pofterity,  he  (brinks,  of  courfe, 
from  united  oppofition,  and  looks  to  nothing  but  peHonal  exemp- 
tion, or  perfonal  compenfation.     At  laH,  however^  the  ^fieds  of 
this  tax  appear  to  have  made  a  more  general  impreflion.     Some 
perfons  (I  fay  it  without  the  fmalkil  fatisfadiion,  though  I  have  la- 
mented their  abfence)  have  at  laft  come  forward  to  oppofe  it.     In 
the  laft  three  years,  no  qucftbns  have  occurred,  in  whidi  the  ho- 
nour, the  fafety,  or  the  exigence  of  their  country  was  concemoi.— 
This  tax  touches  property  in  great  ma(res^  and  this  tax  ma(t  be  re- 
fifled.     Sir,  it  happened  to  me,  lately,  to  recommend  it  to  fomeof 
our  great,  enlightened  Minif^ers  to  look  into  hiftory  for  inftrudion. 
.1  (aid,  it  wo^ld  enable  them  to  judge,  firom  the  former  policy  and 
:pra£Uce  of  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  of  what  the  condudl  of  the  Court 
of  Turin  might  probably  be  in  the  prefent  conjundure.      They 
heard  me,  as  ufual,   with  indifference  and  fcom.     The  event  has 
now  taken  place,  even  beyond  my  apprchcnfion.     Why  do  I  allude 
to  this  circumftance  at  prefent  i     To  engage,  i£it  be  pofliblc^  tk< 
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great  landed  proprietors  of  this  country  to  look  feriouily  at  their  own 
lituation  before  it  be  too  late.  Hiftoiy,  in  effcdV,  is  prophecy,  and, 
in  a  general  view  and  judg<;ment  of  human  condid,  even  better 
than  particular  intelligence.  I  wi(h  thefe  great  proprietors  of  mafles 
of  land  to  look  into  the  hidoiy  of  Spain  and  France,  and  fee  what 
happened  there  to  perfons  of  their  own  level;  and  once  as  rich  as 
themfelves. ,  The  grandees  of  Spain  thought  themfelves  fecure  in 
their  titles,  and  rank,  and  fortune,  and  refufed  to  make  common 
cadfc  with  the  people,  when  the  laws  and  liberty  of  their  country 
were  attacked  and  dertroyed  by  Charles  V.  and  Philip  11.  You 
know  the  confequence.  The  mod  infignificant  and  degraded  order 
of  nobility  in  Europe,  arc  the  grandees  of  Spain.  In  France,  the 
fame  event  happened :  the  great  lords  were  drawn  from  their  ef- 
tates  and  their  caftles,  to  attend  on  the  Monarch.  By  degrees  they 
became  flaves  at  Verfaille^,  and  for  the  mofl  part  had  nothing  to 
fubfift  on  but  the  bounty  of  the  Court,  ks  graces  de  la  Cour — they, 
whofe  eftates  were  left  to  them,  if  they  happened  to  give  offence  to 
a  minider  or  to  a  miftrefs,  when  there  was  no  room  in  the  Bafiille, 
were  fent  back  to  their  eftates— they  were  exiles  dans  leurs  ferrer; 
and  baniihment  in  h(k  it  was,  becaufe  their  houfe  were,  in  ruins, 
and  their  lands  in  defolation.  Ltt  our  great  proprietors  look  to  thefe 
examples  :  the  ruin  which  they  fuffer  to  be  brought  on  the  other 
orders  of  the  community  will  not  flop  there  ;  their  turn  affuredly 
will  come  :  at  prefent,  I  know,  they  are  happy  and  fecure  ;  they 
think  they  arc  in  no  danger,  that  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  for 
themfelves,  and  that  all  that  they  are  doing  is  only  to  do(lroy  the  li- 
berty of  their  fellow-fubjcfls." 

Mr.  GREY  rofc,  and  faid,  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  long 
on  a  queftion  fo  amply  debated,  but  he  conceived  there  was  one  in- 
fupcrablc  objection   to   the  prefent  bill,  which  had  efcaped   the 
notice  of  the  Houfe — if  he  underftood  the  bill  right,  if  he  bequeath- 
ed his  property  to  his  eldeft  fon,  and  the  fecond  in  entail,  the  fon 
fucceeding  to  the  fecond  fon  would  not  be  fubjed  to  the  tax,  but 
if  he  bequeathed  his  property  to  his  brother,  the  fon  fucceeding  to 
that  brother  would  be  liable  to  the  tax,  which  rendered  the  fuccrf* 
lion  fo  unintelligible,  that  it  muft  be  tlie  fources  of  continual  in* 
conveniences.     The  claufes  were  fraught  with  infurmountablccon- 
tradidtions,  and  were  fuch  as  he  called  upon  the  learned  gentlemen 
at  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  to  explain. 

The  Houfe  divided,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time* 

Ayes,   48— Noes,  46 — Majority,   2 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  diird  time 
Ixh  day  three  months  ;  when  another  divifion  took  place, 
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Ayes,  53;     Noes,  54. — Majority,  i. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  bill  bc^rcad  a  duid 
time  to-morrow, 

Ayes,  54.; — Noes,  54. 

The  SPEAKER  then  gave  the  cafting  vote  for  the  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  informed  the  Houfc,  that,  as  he 
perceived  fo  many  country  gentlemen  were  unfriendly  to  the  bill, 
he  (hould  move  to-morrow  to  put  it  off  for  three  months,  and  in 
the  mean  time  confider  of  another  tax  in  the  place  of  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  we  underftand,  gave  nodce,  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  move  for  repealing  the  other  bill,  for  taxing 
perfonal  property  in  collateral  fucceflion. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday f    1 3/A  May. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  to  His  Majefty  a  tax  on  the 
real  fuccefTion  of  landed  efbtes. 

The  order  being  read,  he  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  three  months ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man  hid  now  reconfidered  the  Perfonal  Succeflion  tax,  and^as  pir- 
pared  to  give  it  up,  but  it  was  too  much  to  expe£t  chat  he  would 
give  up  two  fo  great  fortreffcs  of  revenue  in  one  night.  If  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  derived  any  credit  by  abandoning  the  Real  Suc- 
ceflion Tax,  he  fliould  make  it  complete,  by  renouncing  the  Per- 
fonal Succeflion  tax,  which  was  equally  exceptionable  in  its  pnn- 
cipley  and  more  dangerous  in  its  operation.  He  was  afloniflied 
that  this  bill  had  raifed  fo  little  the  attention  and  excited  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  commercial  world.  It  had  been  faid  that  the  landed 
gentlemen  were  like  a  (heep,  which  allowed  itfelf  to  be  fhom  with- 
out complaint,  while  the  monicd  gentlemen  were  like  a  hog,  diat 
fqueaked  when  a  (ingle  briflle  was  plucked.  Here,  however,  the 
obfervation  had  been  completely  belied.  Indeed,  fome  addrds 
feemed  to  have  been  difplayed  in  dividing  the  two  bills,  though  the 
fame  in  principle,  and  thus  by  dividing  the  interefl,  contriving 
likewife  to  divide  the  oppofirion.  Upon  the  ground  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  dated  for  withdrawing  the  Real  SucccffioQ 
tax,  it  was  not  entirely  abandoned,  but  was  only  fet  aflecp,  and 
might  be  revived  when  the  grounds  were  removed.  The  rcafon 
was  ftated  to  be  that  the  landed  intereft  was  already  more  fcvcrely 
taxed  in  proportion  than  the  mercandle  intereft.     He  had  formcri? 
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fiated,  and  he  now  repeated,  that  thou^  this  were  the  laft  campaignof 
die  war,  the  firft  nieafure«that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
-be  forced  to  take  would  be,  to  lay  on  permanent  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  three  millions,    and  to  raife  the  peace  revenue  to  23  millions. 
This  was  his  tixed  opinion ;   and  he  had  no  objedlion  to  have  his 
words  taken  down,  (hould  it  on  any  future  difcuflion  be  found  con-  , 
vcnicnt  to  recur  to  them.     In  laying  on  taxes  to  this  amount,  it 
would  foon  happen  that  commercial  property  would  be  fufficiently 
taxed,    and  landed  property  would  have  no  ground  of  .exemption 
upon  the  fcore  of  incquahty,  and  the  reafons  (tated  for  giving  up 
the  Real  Succeffion  tax  would  ceafe  to  operate.     Mr.  Sheridan  then 
ftated,  that  the  principle  of  the  two  bills  was  the  fame,  but  the  one 
already  paHed  was  much  more  dangerous.     The  different  efFedts  of 
thefe  two  bills,  he  confidered  as  prepofterous  ;  if  a  man  dies  worth 
.  50,0001.   an(^  leaves  landed  ei^ates  to  that  amount  to  his  heir. 
Government  by  one  bill  receives  no  benefit :  but  if  fuch  a  perfbnal 
property  be  left,  by  virtue  6f  the  other  bill  it  is  authorized  tofeizc 
upon  part  of  the  produce.     If  a  merchant  dies,  a  certain  duty  is  to 
be  paid  to  Government,  on  the  calculation  of  all  his  commercial 
concerns,  fpeculations,  and  debts,  and  a  balance  (Iruck  upon  the 
whole,  before  a  divifion  of  his  property  could  be  made;  a  period 
of  five  or  fix  years  frequently  took  place  before  his  affairs  could  be 
fettled,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  executor  would  be  debarred  from 
paying  off  the  amount  of  the  legacies  till  the  quantum  of  the  Go- 
vernment demand  by  this  tax  was  afcertaincd ;  and  to  whom,  Mr. 
Sheridan  aiked,  was  all  this  to  be  fubmitted  ?     To  certain  fubordi-* 
nate  officers  appointed  by  the  commiOloncrs  of  the  flamp  duties 
throughout  every  county  in  Great  Britain ;  he  fuppofed  tHkre  muft 
be  20,000  fuch  officers  to  carry  this  into  efied.     Mr.  Sheridan 
here  flated  a  cafe,  that  a  man  leaves  an  extenfive  trade  to  his  fon, 
referving  one- tenth  part  of  it  to  a  natural  fon  ;  he  apprehended  that 
by  this  ad  the  officer  would  be  bound  to  know  that  the  Executor 
really  pays  the  tenth  part  of  the  profit  of  the  trade  ^  and  how,  he 
afked,  was  it  poffiUc  for  him  to  know  this  without  an  infpcdion  of 
his  books  and  affairs  P     An  evil  would  unavoidably  grow  out  of 
this,  not  only  of  publifhing  to  the  world  what  the  deceafcd  might 
wifh  to  have  concealed,  but  alfo  it  would  go  to  the  extent  of  ap- 
pointing, not  Wards  of  Chancery,  but  of  the  Treafuiy,  on  behalf 
x>f  fuch  fon.     Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  added,  far- 
ther confider  the  delicacy  of  a  man's  credit  engaged  in  large  com- 
mercial concerns ;  many  of  the  larged  capital  and  credit  might  be 
fubjedl  to  temporary  embarralTments.    If  commercial  men  would 
-turn  this  matter  nuturely  over  in  their  minds,  Mr*  Sheridan  faid. 
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diejr  would  be  convinced  that  it  would  prove  fuch  a  blow  to  com- 
merce as  would  prevent  it  from  ever  fiouri(hing  in  diis  country. 
He  ftated  another  objection  ;  that  by  taxing  a  man's  trade>  manu- 
hStuTCf  and  induftiyi  it  held  out  an  inducement  to  him  to  retire 
from  bu(inefs>  and  live  upon  his  eftate,  by  which  means  he  would 
be  exempted  from  the  tax,  thus  impofing  a  penalty  upon  induftiy, 
and  holding  out  a  bounty  to  indolence.  He  (hewed  that  this  bill, 
which  profeiTcd  to  be  taken  from  a  law  in  Holland*  was  of  a  more 
oppreflive  nature,  for  in  that  country  a  man's  concerns  in  trade 
were  not  afie<Sled  by  the  operation  of  the  law.  Mr.  Sheridan  wiihcd 
diat  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  have  time  to  reconfider 
the  bill,  and  to  confult  commercial  men  on  the  fubje£l-*and  faxd 
he  would  leave  the  refult  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trca- 
fury.  He  adverted  to  the  difficulty  which  might  occur,  as  to  fup- 
plying  the  amount  of  this  taXi  which  was  calculated  at  i  oo^oooL 
and  hinted,  that  if  the  King  of  Sardinia's  fubfidy  of  20O9O00I. 
was  to  be  withheld  from  him  under  prefent  circumfhnces,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  be  at  no  loTs  for  a  remedy,  and 
sni^t  even  think  himfelf  obliged  to  the  French  for  having  fo  oppor- 
tunely tofled  that  fum  into  his  hands.  He  hoped,  that  at  any  rate 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  attempt  the  repeal  of  it  in 
the  next  fcdioh  of  Parliament.  He  concluded  with  movjng,  '<  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorife  the  commiflioners  of 
the  ftamp  office  to  poftpone  carrying  into  effcA  the  zSt  paiTcd  this 
fefllon  of  Parliament,  impofing  a  duty  upon  perfonal  property,  if 
ordered  fo  to  do  under  the  hands  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  doubtful  whether  he  ought 
lo  fay  Ihy  thing  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  and  indeed  he  would  not 
have  troubled  the  Houfe,  but  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  return  his 
thanks  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the  uncommon  folicitude 
he  had  exprefled  for  his  reputation  ;  each  friendly  attention,  and 
generous  care  for  his  credit,  merited  his  acknowledgments,  and 
evinced  a  delicacy  of  fentiment  truly  worthy  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Not  feeling,  however,  any  great  wifh  for  that  kind 
of  credit,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  decline  it.  As  to  the  obje£tions 
now  offi^red  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  they  had  been  all  made 
when  the  bill  was  difcufled  before. — Not  one  had  been  urged  that 
had  not  been  ftated  in  the  Committee,  and  anfwered  diflindly. 
Had  the  honourable  gentleman  been  able  to  attend  at  that  time, 
he  would  have  heard  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  Attorney 
General,  demonftrate  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  fituation  of  an  exe- 
cutor would  be  rendered  more  fafe  and  eafy  by  the  bill.  ,  He  coutd 
not  help  remarking  the  fuperior  ingenuity  of  the  honourable  gen- 
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deman's  af]gunient8  on  ikh  occafion  (his  atguments  on  all  oceafiont 
vfcic  ingenious) — he  endeavoured  to  ihcw  that  there  would  be  oc- 
cafion for  additional  taxes  to  the  amount  of  three  millions,  and , 
on  the  ilrcngth  of  that  prefumption  delired  to  bqgin,  a  reinforce* 
ment  of  the  revenue,  by  taking  away  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Whether  it  was  or  was  not  true,  that  three  millions  additional 
taxes  would  be  required,  was  not  for  him  now  to  aigue  ;  but  he 
was  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  had  defired  it  (hpuld  he  reootd- 
ed»  and  would  probably  hereafter  remind  him  of  it.  Another  ar- 
gument, equally  ingenious  and  paradoxical,  was,  that  the  tax  was 
fevere  on  the  commercial  intereft,  though  thjey  did  not  refift  it-«* 
and  to  increafe  the  paradox,  the  honourable  gentleman  repeated 
an  old  remark,  that  if  a  briftle  was  plucked  from  then\  they  fdt 
it.  It  fo  happened  that  this  bill  was  a  long  while  going  throif  b 
the  Houfe,  and  went  through  more  Aages  than  other  bills,  having 
been  committed  and  re-committed,  and  yet  little  or  no^  refiftanoe 
was  made  to  it — z  Arong  proof,  particularly  when  reinforced  by 
the  honourable  gentleman's  of  their  **  feeling  on  having  a  briftle 
plucked,"  that  they  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  opprefllive  in  the 
fmalleft  degree. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thought  the  principle  which  made  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  abandon  the  one,  (hould  make  him 
repeal  the  other.  He  declared  that  under  the  operation  of  this 
a^,  a  perfon  would  not  only  avoid  being  executor,  but  he  would 
be  afraid  to  be  an  heir.— - 

General  TARLETON  fupported  die  motion,  and  conceived 
that  both  bills  (hould  (land  or  fall  together,  and  in  h&,  he  ob* 
ferved,  they  were  originally  introduced  in  one  bill,  but  were  di- 
vided only  to  fuit  the  convenience  of  gentlemen  in  the  difcuffion. 

General  MACLEOD  rofe  tP  caU  the  attention  of  die  Houfe  to 
a  fubjedt,  he  conceived,  of  great  importance  to  the  conftitution 
and  liberties  of  this  country-— he  mean^  the  freedom  of  General 
Eledion,  which,  he  was  much  afraid,  might  be  interrupted  by 
the  barracks  and  fbrtreflfes  lately  eredied  in  this  kingdom.  He 
then  defired, the  Z&  of  Geoige  11.  to  be  read,  which  provides,  that 
no  military  force  (hould  be  kept  within  two  miles  of  the  place 
where  the  election  was  held.  The  a£l  being  read,  he  £ud,  he 
feared,  that  the  barracks  lately  ereAed  might  be  rendered  excep* 
tions  to  the  principle  and  provifions  of  the  a£l ;  and  hence,  as  a 
general  election  was  approaching,  he  would  move  for  a  Refolutipn 
of  the  Houfe  to  prevent  any  fuch  bad  effe<S.— »He  then  moved  ti 
follows— 'Refolved,  **  .That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  tfiaf 
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die  barracks  etcAcxI  finct  the  paffing  of  tl)C  8th  of  Geoige  II.  are 
HOC  within  the  exoe(>rions  ci  that  a<^." 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  the  Refolution  of 
die  bonoirable  geneitil  was  merely  by  way  of  fupplement  to,  and 
in  aid  of,  the  aA ;  and  therefore  intirely  nugatory,  as  the  a£t  was 
fbffidently  obligatory  in  itfelf.  The  fpirit  and  letter  of  the  a£l 
had  been  always  fcrupuioufly  attended  to,  and  carried  into  prac- 
tice by  removing  military  forces  from  the  places  of  general  eleSions 
to  the  dtftance  fpecified  by  the  aA.--*This  had  been  invariably  the 
Bdc,  bating  in  places  where  the  King  or  fomeof  the  Rc^l  Family 
lefided,  which  were  rendered  exceptions  to  the  a£t.  If  the  ho- 
ikxirable  general  had  any  charge  to  make  againft  the  public  offices 
for  having  taken  any  fteps  contrary  to  the  proviiions  of  the  ad,  he 
9Uf^  to  have  moved  to  that  efFo(ft :  or,  if  he  thought  thie  ad  it- 
felf incapable  of  attaining  its  end,  he  (bould  have  moved  for  its 
repeal, 

Mr«  GREY  thought  that  the  honourable  General  had  not  at- 
tended fufficiently  to  the  wording  of  the  a£t,  or  he  muft  have 
found  fuch  a  motion  unneceflary.  In  ia<ft,  the  ad  was  (hong 
enough,  and  if  it  (hould  be  tranfgrefled,  Minifters  would  be  re- 
^lonfiUc.  He  was  aware  that  the  fyftem  of  barracks  was  matter 
cf  conftitutional  jealoufy  ;  but  there  was  no  room  for  the  doubt 
cxpre&d  by  the  honourable  General,  and  hence  he  wiflied  him 
Id  withdca;w  his  motion. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  though  every  word  fixMn  the  ho- 
tiourable  gemieman  wfao4]jk>ke  laft  had  much  weight  with  him,  he 
fiill  perfifted  a  good  deal  in  his  opinion ;  however,  if  he  bad  ail 
opportunity,  he  would  move,  on  fome  further  day,  that  all  the 
walls  about  barracks  (hould  be  levelled  with  the  ground,  as  be 
diought  fu&  walled  fortreiTes  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
CDuntfy. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  tl^ou^t  it  necefTary  to  a(k  die  Secretary  at 
War,  whedier  he  coniidered  barracks  as  coming  within  die  excep* 
tiohs,  or  whether  >he  would  think  it  his  duty  to  fend  away  die  fol* 
diers  from  the  barracks  of  any  town  during  an  eledion  ? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  hoped  the  Houfe  was  not 
under  fuch  a  delufion  as  to  cohfi^r  that  this  was  a^new  queftion 
He  would  certainly  do  what  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  that  z&  prci- 
foribed,  and  as  the  prafilce  had  been  dme  out  of  mind. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn* 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  die  con- 
fideration  of  the  report  on  the  Quakers'  bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  ofFcrcd  a  ciaufc  to  be  added  to  die  re- 
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port.  He  obferved  that  this  bill  was  of  great  importance,  as  it  in- 
volved property  of  a  lingular  nature.  He  meant  the  property  of  the 
church  in  tythes,  much  of  which  was  in  the  hands  of  laymen  as 
well  as  churchmen  ;  it  became  therefore  necefTary  to  be  cautious 
that  no  law  (hould  be  made  perpetual  at  once  th^t  might  tend  to 
afied  that  property.  It  became  ftill  the  more  neccflary  to  take 
care  of  this  fpccies  of  property  on  account  of  the  popular  prejudice 
againfl  it.  He  was  a  friend  to  the  prefent  bill,  but  thought  it 
fhould  be  made  only  a  meafure  of  experiment,  in  order  that  the 
efFed  of  it  might  be  tried  before  it  (hould  be  declared  perpetual. 
He  therefore  propofed  a  claufc,  providing,  that  this  bill  fhall  con- 
tinue for  five  years,  and  froai  thence  until  the  end  of  the  then  next 
fpflioq  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  had  not  the  lead  oppofition  to  this  claufe, 
bepaufe  it  appealed  to  the  bed  tell  of  wifdom,  experience.  Tht 
claufe  was  therefore  read,  agreed  to,  and  made  part  of  the  bill, 
V^hich  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrolTed,  and  tp  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow,   if  then  engrofled. 

The  Committee  on  India  papers,  which  Hood  as  the  order  of 
the  day,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUNDAS,  difcharged,  and 
fixed  for  Wedncfday  next. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
ilave-carrying  bill,  which  was,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  refoive  itfdf 
into  a  Committee  upon  \\,  The  order  being  read,  l^e  moved,  that 
the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  the  motion. 

General  TARLETON  oppofcd  the  motion.  He  wifhed  the 
Houfe  to  confider  the  circumdances  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  th^ 
flave  trade,  which  were  much  deranged  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe.  It  was  late  in  the  felTion,  and  he  hoped  the  bufinefs  would 
be  fufFered  to  lie  over  to  another  felTion.  The  Hqufe  divided,  and 
there  not  being  a  fufHcient  number  of  members  to  conflitute  ^ 
Houfe,  an  adjournment  took  place  of  necefTity^ 

Saturday,   14/A  May. 

General  SMITH  obferved,  that  ^s  Mr.  Dundas  had  repeatedly 
adjourned  the  confideration  of  the  India  budget,  and  as  he  now 
propofed  to  adjourn  it  again  until  Wednefday  next,  and  as  the 
felfion  was  drawing  near  to  a  conclulion,  it  was  moft  probable  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  on  that  day  again  move 
tp  adjourn  it.*  The  General  g^vc  notice,  that  if  the  Secretary  of 
St^ite  on  Wednefday  next,  again  moved  to  adjourn  the  con(ideration» 
or  If  he  fhould  not  attend  Us  duty  in  Parliament  on  that  day ;  that 

Vol.  XLV.  4  Y 
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he  fhould  confidcr  himfelf  fully  juftified^  in  proceeding  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  if  he  was  prefent,  becaufe,  he  conidercd  this  declara- 
tion as  giving  fufficient  information  of  his  intentions. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  lamented  that  the  flave-trade-carrying 
bill  had  not  paffed.  In  tlie  prefent  (ituation  of  the  feflion,  which 
was  near  drawn  to  a  conclufion,  he  would  not  prefs  the  matter 
farther,  but  rcfume  it  early  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament. 

Generals  SMITH  and  TARLETON  faid  they  were  affurcd 
that  the  perfons  concerned,  had  too  much  honour  to  infringe  the 
provifions  of  the  bill,  when  it  (hould  expire. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Quakers'  relief  bill,  Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  brought  up  a  claufc 
which  he  had  prepared  to  add  as  a  rider  to  the  bill,  to  liberate  two 
women  who  were  confined  in  Nottingham  jail  for  nine  years,  for 
refufing  to  appear  to  a  citation  in  the  cccleiiaftical  court,  though 
they  belonged  to  a  certain  clafs  of  Quakers,  and  had  the  fame 
fcruples  in  which  Quakers  were  indulged. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  was  forry  to  ftart  a^iy  objcflions 
in  point  of  form  to  fuch  a  propofal ;  but  as  it  was  not  conneficd 
with  the  title,  nor  confonant  to  the  chufesof  the  bill,  he  thought 
it  could  not,  without  dangeroufiy  infringing  the  rules  of  the  Houfe, 
be  introduced. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  fupportcd  the  claufc  on  its  merits. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT,  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and  Sir 
RICHARD  SUTTON  oppofed  it  as  a  violation  of  the  orders  of 
the  Houfe,  and  alfo  contended  that  it  was  not  right  to  fuffcr  people 
to  fet  up  religious  fcruples  Whether*  real  or  pretended,  as  a  pretext 
for  difobedience  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  As  a  point  of  huma- 
nity, they  faid,  however,  in  a  regular  way,  they  would  not  objed 
to  any  relief  the  Houfe  would  think  pmpcr  to  grant.  They  farther 
obferved,  that  thefe  people  were  not  allowed  to  be  Quakers,  and 
that  they  could  not  come  within  the  provifions  of  the  adV. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  finding  this  to  l)e  die  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  faid  that  he  would  on  a  future  occafion  bring  in  a  bill  for 
their  relief,  as  certainly  if  they  had  infringed  the  laws,  nine  years 
imprifonment  was  fufficient  punifliment. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  paflfed,  and  ordered  to 
the  Lords. 

Adjourned  to  Wednefday. 

fVedneJdayy   i8/i&  Mixy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  that  probably  he  would  not 
again  have  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  but  ^iflied  before  the  prorogation 
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of  Parliament  to  fajr  t  few  words.  He  begged  to  have  it  remem- 
beredy  that  it  was  his  anxious  defire  to  have  the  flave>can}'ing 
trade  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  and  placed  in 
thofe  of  Government.— Such  rcgulatioR,  he  was  perfuaded,  vj-ould 
be  of  advantage  to  the  unfortunate  negroes,  as  the  fpirit  of  gain  was 
fuch  at  prefcnt,  that  the  Middlc-paffagc  bill  was  grofsly  violated, 
and  hundreds  of  flaves  above  the  amount  fpccified  in  the  z6k  of  Par- 
liament, were  often  crowded  together,  without -any  notice  being 
taken  of  the  circumftancc  by  Government- 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  there 
was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe,  and  merely  ftatcd,  that  it  was 
his  deiire  to  have  it  underftood,  that  ][)S^ever  he  might  agree  wrh 
his  honourable  friend  in  other  particulars  on  the  fame  fubje£t,  yet 
what  had  now  fallen  from  him  did  not  accord  with  his  idea. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  having  moved  to  difcharge  the  order  of  the  day 
which  was  to  take  into  con(ideration  papers  relative  to  the  India 
budget. 

General  SMITH  obferved,  that  he  was  extremely  glad  to  fee 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  place,  for  however  deter- 
mined he  was  to  reprefcnt  fa£ls  in  their  true  colours,  yet  it  was 
much  more  fatisfadlory  to  him  to  ftate  thefe  fa£ls,  in  the  prcfence, 
rather  than  in  the  abfence  of  the  party  concerned.  He  knew  it 
was  not  perfectly  regular  to  advert  to  former  debates,  but  on  this 
occaiion  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid  it,  iince  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  ufe  of  an  expreflTion  of  fo  perfonal  a  nature, 
that  he  would  freely  confefs  he  found  it  extremely  difEcult  to  recon- 
cile to  his  feelings.  No  man  in  the  Houfe  was  more  eager  or  more 
fblicitous  to  repel  attacks,  when  made  upon  himfelf,  than  the  right 
honourable  Secretary— -he  did  not  blame  that  folicitudc ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  thought  it  very  commendable— but  furely  then  he  mud 
permit  other  gentlemen,  though  not  poifcflling  official  fituations,  to 
feel  themfelves  as  fully  entitled  to  defend  themfclves  from  unjuft 
accufation  as  that  right  honourable  gentleman — and  it  was  a  right 
that  he  was  determined  to  exercife.  The  expreflfion  alluded  to  was 
this:  the  Preiident  of  the  Board  \>f  Control  had  declared,  that  in  a  - 
part  of  his  *  fpeech,  relative  to  the  difcontents  of  the  officers  of  the 
Indian  army,  "  he  had  libelled  that  refpeSfalle  body  ofmen.^'  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  muft  have  felt  himfclf  very  fore  indeed, 
from  what  had  been  urged  in  debate,  when  he  could  fo  far  forget 
himfelf  as  to  make  ufe  of  fiich  language ;  for  the  Secretaiy  of  State 

♦  General  Smith. 
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Well  knows,  and  the  Houfe  mud  alfo  be  convinced,  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  eondud:,  during  the  long  and  frequent  difcuffiohs  upon 
the  redrefs  of  grievances  for  half-pay  officers,  that  he  had  upon  all 
occaiions  ftrenuouflj  fupported  their  rights ;  and  he  felt  it  a  great  in- 
juftice  done  to  himfcif,  to  have  fuch  a  charge  imputed  to  him.    He 
had  exprefTed  his  concern  that  fo  much  unneccflary  delay  (hould 
have  arifen  before  thefe  regulations  were  fent  out,  which,  when 
once  arrived  in  India,  he  hoped  and  believed,  would  in  general 
prove  extremely  fatisfadtory ;  but  he  could  not  diflemble  that  a  very 
ftrong  fpirit  of  difcontent  did  prevail  when  the  lad  advices  came 
from  that  country — ^that  the  date  of  thofe  advices  was  in  December. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  kad  declared  in  his  place,    that 
thefe  regulations  Kad  been  font  to  India  feveral  months  fincc.    The 
Chairman  of  the  Ead-India  Company  went  farther  ;  he  aflerted, 
that  the  general  outlines  of  them  had  been  fent  to  India  fo  long 
lince  as  June  laft,  and  that  they  had  received  anfwers  to  thofe  let- 
ters,   which  mentioned  the  general  fatlsfadlion  with  which  they 
were  received.     He  pofitively  aiTerted  the  fadl  to  be  otherwife, 
and  he  would  prove  it  from  papers  lying  on  the  table,  moved  fx 
by  him,  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Eaft- India  Compny. 
Thofe  papers  inconteftibly  prove,  that  the  regulations  were  not  dif- 
patched  until  the  23d  of  February  laft,  and  allowing  for  a  very 
good  paflage,  would  not  probably  arrive  till  fome  time  in  June  next, 
and  as  to  the  officers  being  fatisded  with  the  general  outlines  as 
fiated  by  the  honourable  Chairman  of  the  Ead- India  Company,  to 
refute  his  aiTcrtion,  he  has  only  but  to  appeal  to  the  public  orders 
iflfjed  by  the  Government  of  Bengal,  and  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Forces,  in  Oftobcr -and  November,  which  prohibited 
the  aflcmbling  of  the  officers  of  the  army  in  Meetings  or  Com- 
mittees, without  the  approbation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.    He 
could  not  avoid  exprefling  his  a(loni(hment,    that  fuch  afTcrtions 
(bould  be  ventured  in  that  Houfe ;  it  could  be  done  with  no  other 
view  than  to  Icffen  the  force  and  weight  of  the  obfervations  he  had 
made,  but  with  what  fucccfs  the  HqQfe  muft  judge. 

He  did  not  feel  himfelf  in  the  leaft  obliged  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  candour,  when  he  acknowledged,  that  he  thought 
him  very  fincere  in  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  officers,  when 
it  was  accompanied  with  a  declaration,  that  in  this  cafe,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  manifcft  his  ufual  difcretion.  In  anfwer  to  which, 
he  muft  inform  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  did  not  come  down 
to  the  Houfe,  until  he  had  well  confidered  the  fubje£t,  and  the  line 
he  ought  to  adopt.  He  was  vnot  a  man  accuRomed  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  on  light  grounds  or  trivial  occafions,  therefor? 
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when  be  firft  intioduced  this  fubjed,  it  was  not  frotn  the  impulfe 
of  the  momcnty  but  the  refult  of  cool  refle<£lionj  upon  the  bed 
judgenient  he  could  form  of  the  exifting  circumftanccs,  communi- 
cated to  him  by  letters  from  India.  Neither  was  he  a  man  ca- 
pable of  retracing  any  thing  he  (hould  ever  advance  in  that  Houfc, 
unlefs  from  convidlion  of  error.  But  no  fuch  convidlion  has  taken 
place  ;  what  he  then  aiTerted,  he  dill  believes ;  later  advices  have 
confirmed  his  opinion ;  namely,  that  very  great  difcontent  docs  pre- 
vail amongft  the  officers  of  the  army  in  Bengal.  No  intelligence 
of  redrefs  of  grievances  having  arrived,  and  knowing  that  a  largp 
military  force  of  the  nation  being  on  its  paiTage  to  India,  opinions 
were  then  entertained,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government 
of  this  country  to  compel  them  to  fubmiflfion — it  matters  not  for 
the  argument,  whether  the  opinion  fo  entertained  was  true  or  falfe— • 
he  only  lamented,  and  fincercly  lamented,  that  fuch  fufpicion  Ihould 
ever  exift,  as  it  would  not  be  the  mod  powerful  perfuafion  to  wait 
with  due  refignation  for  the  relief  which  has  been  given  to  them. 
If  there  remains  the  (hadow  of  a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had 
^flcrtedi  he  would  bring  evidence  to  the  bar  to  prove  it.  If  the 
feflion  being  (b  near  its  end  prevented  that  mode  of  proof,  he  had 
not  the  fame  apprehenfions  as  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  of  being 
corrupted  by  a  friendly  call  on  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  the 
Horfe  Guards,  and  if  he  would  give  him  his  parole,  that  the  tef-^ 
timony  which  he  (hopld  now  produce,  (hould  be  of  no  prejudiqc  to 
the  perfon  who  gave  it,  he  might  command  his  attendance  at  any 
time  he  would  appoint. 

He  had  great  reliance  upon  the  firmnefs,  good  fcnfc,  and  mode- 
ration of  the  General  who  commands  the  Company's  troops.  He 
had  (hewn  to  the  officers,  a  letter  of  a  late  date,  written  bv  the 
General  (General  Smith)  exhorting  him  to  Imprefs  in  the  moft 
forcible  manner  on  the  minds  of  the  officers^  a  firm  reliance  on  th9 
promifcs  made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  irt  Parliament,  and  at  all 
events  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  them  from  adopting 
any  rafh  or  un^ftifiable  mcafurcs,  which  could  only  fcrve  to  tarnilh 
their  hitherto  meritorious  and  praife-worthy  conduct. 

One  difpateh  only  had  failed  to  India  with  the  regulations.  If 
any  accident  (hould  happen  to  that  conveyance,  the  minds  of  men, 
already  in  a  ferment,  might  become  inflamed.  It  is  the  duty^of 
Government,  by  every  poflTiblc  means  to  prevent  an  evil,  for  the 
remedy  is  not  always  certain.  He  concluded  with  reading  the  fol- 
lowing extrad  of  a  letter  dated  the  4th of  December,    1 795. 

"  The  difcontcnts  of  the  military  on  the  occafion  of  the  delay  of 
redrefs  have  arifcn  to  an  alarming  height ;  fo  much  fo,  tliat  if  the 
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• 

laft  (hips  of  the  feafon  do  not  bring  decifivc  orders  on  this  head, 
(which,  however,  I  am  truly  happy  to  find  .Mr.  Dundas  has  pro- 
mifcd  in  the  Houfe)  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  the  military  will 
be  moft  violent,  and  redrefs  themfclves.  On  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  they  are  more  moderate  ;  but  even  there  the  arrangements 
niuft  not  be  dclayqd." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  to  anfwer  completely  the 
objedions  of  the  honourable  general,   it   would  be  ncccffaiy  for 
him  to  go  over  the  whole  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  ;  but  he 
would  merely  revert  to  the  renewal  of  their  charters.     The  data 
on  which  he  made  his  arrangements  were  not  then  qucftioned  by 
the  Houfe,  nor,  as  he  recollc<5led,  by  the  honourable  general  him- 
felf.       Experience  fince  evinced  to  him  that  Jie  had  not  aflumed 
fallacious  grounds  ;  and,  without  going  into  a  detailed  explanation, 
he  was  warranted  to  affert,  from  the  annual  returns  in  the  three 
paft  years,  that  there  was   enough  of  furplus  for  the  dividends  of 
'  500,0001.  to  be  annually  made  good  to  Government,  after  a  fuf- 
ficiency  for  defraying  all  expcnces,  cftablifhments,  and  circumftanccs 
whatever.      It  appears,  by  the  falcs  of  the  loweft  years,  that  the 
furplus  was  never  Icfs  than  500,000!.  and  every  hour  realized  to 
him  that  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  which  he  anticipated  in  1792. 
He  begged  to  remind  the  honourable  general,  that  if  the  Company 
had  not  fince  the  year  1792  paid  a  farthing  of  the  participation 
money,  what  he  then  faid  would  not  be  contradicted.      He  never 
promifc(i  that  the  Company's  affairs  would  be  fo  flourifhing  as  to 
do  that  in  time  of  war.     But  though  he  did  not  promifc  fo  much, 
ftill  the  payments  made  by  the  Company  in  the  three  laft  years 
exceeded  his  hopes.      In  1 794  and  1795  they  paid  the  500,0001. 
and  this  year  they  paid  400,000!.     If  then,  in  the  three  laft  years, 
there  had  been   fo  little  deficiency  in  the  India  Eftimates,  he  had 
not  a  doubt  but  the  participation  money  was  as  fecurc  to  Govern- 
ment as  the  internal  refources  and  revenues  of  this  country-     In 
the  year  1793,  eftimates  had  been  prepared  by  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, and  it  appeared  that  tlie  fales  amounted  to  upwards  of 
4,900,0001.  but  the  laft  fales  were  upwards  of  fix  millions.—- 
This  growing  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  proved  by  papers 
on  the  table,  and  did  not  reft  on  his  or  the  honourable  general's 
alTertions.     .Another  very  material  circumftance  for  the  cafe  was 
this — the  freight  and  demurrage  of  fhips,  it  appeared,  coft  the 
Company  about  a  million  and  a  half  annually,  which  would  in- 
tirely  fall  to  the  ground   in  time,  of  peace.     Notwithftanding, 
however,  the  great  cxpences  of  war,  the  Company  paid  this  year 
400,0001.  and,  hence  it  might  be  inferred,  that  they  urould  be 
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well  able  to  pay  the  annual  500,000!.  in  time  of  peace,  together 
with  making  good  all  the  deficiencies.  This  they  unqueftionably 
would  be  ertablcd  to  do  by  the  favings  at  home— favings  adequate 
to  all  expenccs  and  charges  whatever.  Mr,  Dundas  then  adverted 
to  the  ftatcmcnt  of  the  honournble  general,  refpedling  the  intem- 
perance-of  the  ''ff'^Xi^  i"  ]p".''u  ?nd  lanr>cntcd  that  a  matter  of 
fuch  ferious  complexion  had  been  mentioned  in  that  Houfe,  on  bare 
rumour.  He  did  not  mean  to  qucftion  the  private  information 
which  General  Smith  read  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  put  it  to  his  own 
candour  and  difcrction,  whether  it  were  not  better  to  let  fuch  re- 
ports fubfide  into  oblivion  r. — He  had  heard  fuch  rumours  himfclf, 
but  they. did  not  come  to  him  in  any  official  way  ;  and  hence  he 
wiflied  to  pafs  them  by  in  filencc,  though  he  heard  them  with 
pain.  He  was  aware  that  the  officers  themfelves,  on  finding  that 
the  honourable  general  mentioned  their  heat  and  intemperance  iiv 
a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  lament  that  the  matter  had 
been  made  fo  public.  This  certainly  would  be  the  cafe  ;  for  their 
dlforlcr  v/as  equivalent  to  rebellion  and  treafon  ;  and,  if  regulariy 
noticed  in  that  Houfe,  muft  be  attended  with  ferious  confequnces 
to  them.  He  did  not  mean  to  fey  tliat  they  did  not  labour  under 
hardfliips,  but  at  the  fame  time,  much  had  been  done  to  put  them 
on  a  better  footing :  much  time  of  peccffity  elapfed  before  the  pro- 
per arrangements  for  their  relief  could  be  made  ;  and  again,  after 
being  made,  before  they  could  be  tranfmitted  to  India,  to  do  them 
all  the  jufticc  and  advantage  which  had  been  intended  them.  On 
that  view  of  the  cafe,  he  thought  the  honourable  general  would 
admit  that  he  urged  the  matter  ra(hly  and  unneceffarily.  He  agreed 
with  General  Smith,  that  they  were  a  very  refjkriSable  body  of 
men ;  and  concluded,  by  lamenting  that  lie  had  mentioned  their 
indifcretion. 

General  Smith  explained. — Adjourned. 

Thurjdayy    l()th  May^    ^19^* 

At  three  o'clock  His  Majefty  went  in  the  ufual  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  and  being  feated  on  the  Throne,  a  meffagc  was  fent  by 
Sir  Francis  Molineux,  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod,  commanding 
the  attendance  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  Upper  Chamber 
of  Parliament.  The  Speaker,  attended  by  feveral  Members,  be- 
ing at  the  Bar,  His  Majedy  was  pleafed  to  make  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
The  public  bujinefs  being  riTW  concluded,  I  think  it  proper  to  clofe 
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ihisfejjion,  andy  at  the  fame  t'lmey  to  acquaint  you  with  my  intentim 
of  giving  immediate  dire 5lions  for  calling  a  new  JParliament.  . 

The  ohjcils  which  have  engaged  your  attention,  during  the  prefent 
JeJUiGn,  have  been  of  peculiar  importance,  and  the  meafures  which  you 
have  adopted  have  manifejled  your  continued  regard  to  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  my  people. 

The  happicjl  effects  have  been  experienced  from  the  provifions  which 
ym  have  made  for  reprcffmg  f edition  and  civil  tumult,  and  for  rc^ 
Jiraining  the  progrefs  of '  the  principles  fubverfive  of  all  ejlablifljed  go^ 
vernment. 

The  difficulties  arijing  to  my  fubjeSfs  from  the  high  price  efcom^ 

have  formed  a  principal  ohjeEl  of  your  deliberation  ;  and  your  ajjiduity 

in  invejligating  that  fuhjeSi  has  flrongly  proved  your  anxious  defire  to 

ofnit  nothing  which  could  tend  to  the  relief  of  my  people  in  a  matter  of 

Juch  general  concern.  , 

/  have  the  greatefi  fatisfa^ion  in  obferving  that  the  preffitre  of 
thofe  difficulties  is  now  in  a  great  degree  removed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

/  mufi  in  a  more  particular  manner  return  you  my  thanks  for  the 
liberal  ftippUes  which  you  have  granted  to  meet  the  exigencies  cf  tSe_ 
war,  IVhilc  I  regret  the  extent  of  thofe  demands,  which  the  prefent^ 
circumfiances  necrjj'arily  occnjion,  it  Is  a  great  confolation  to  me  to 
^hferve  the  increafwg  refources  by  which  the  country  is  enabled  tofi^ 
port  them. 

Thcfe  refources  are  particularly  man ffij^d  in  theflate  of  the  differ^ 

ent  branches  of  the  revenue,  in  the  continued  and  progreffive  extenfiot^ 

of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  in  the  fleps  which  have  been  taken 

for  maintaining  and  improving  the  public  credit,  and  in  the  additional 

provljion  which  has  been  nuidefor  the  reduSfion  of  the  national  dibt. 

I 

J 

r 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

/  Jhall  ever  reflet  tuith  heat-felt  fatisfaSlion  on  the  uniform  wif- 
dom,  temper,  and  firmnefs,  which  have  appeared  in  all  your  pr^eed^ 
ingsfince  Ifirjl  met  you  in  this  place.  Called  to  deliberate  on  the  puh^ 
lie  affairs  of  your  country,  in  a  period  of  domejiic  and  foreign  tranquil- 
lity, you  had  the  happinefs  of  contributing  to  raife  this  kingdom  to  a 
Jlate  of  unexampled  prof perity. 

You  were  fuddenly  compelled  to  relinquijh  the  full  advantages  of 
this  Jit  uation,  in  order  to  rejijl  the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  an  enemj^ 
whofe  hojiility  was  dlreSled  againfi  all  civil  fociety,  but  more  parts- 
cularly  againjl  the  loppy  union  of  order  and  liberty^  as  ejiablijhed  in 
thefe  kingdom:.  ' 
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jTfi  HMiun  if  thefjfiem  mtmbued  into  Fnmce  afforded  to  thtd 
ioimtrjf  in  the  rnidft  of  its  calamities,  the  means  ^exertion  beyond 
tie  experience  of  af^  former  time.  Under  the  preffure  of  the  new  and 
unprecedented  difficulties  arifing  from  fuch  a  contejt^  you  hafue  Jheitm 
yourfehoes  worthy  of  all  the  bleffings  you  inherit.  By  your  counfels  and 
conduit  the  Conflitution  has  been  preferued  inviolate  againfl  the  defigns 
of  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  ;  the  honour  ^  the  Britiih  name  has 
been  affirted;  the  rank  and  ftation  which  we  have  hitherto  held  in 
Europe  has^  been  maintained;  and  the  decided  fuperiority  of  our  naval 
fewer  has  been  eftablijhed  in  every  quarter  of  the  world. 

Tou  have  omitted  no  opportunity  to  prove  your  jufi  anxiety  for  the 
re-e/lablijbmeftt  of  general  peace  onfecure  and  honourable  terms  ;  but 
you  have,  at  the  fame  time,  rendered  it  numiftfl  to  the  world ^  that  while 
ourenemies  Jball perjiji  in  difpofitions  incompatible  with  that  obje£i,  nei^ 
ther  the  refources  of  my  kingdom,  nor  thefpirit  of  my  people,  will  be 
wanting  to  thefupport  of  a  jufi  caufe,  and  to  the  defence  of  all  their 
eleareft  interefis. 

A  due  fenfe  of  this  conduSf  is  deeply  impreffid  on  my  mind.^^l 
trufi  that  all  my  fubjeSis  are  animated  with  the  fame  fentiments  ;  and 
that  their  loyalty  and  public  fpirit  wiU  enfure  the  continuance  of  that 
union  and  mutual  confidence  between  me  and  my  Parliament,  which 
heft  promote  the  true  dignity  and  glory  of  my  crown,  and  the  genuine 
happinefs  of  thy  people. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  His  MajeAy's  Ccmmindi  faid ; 

My  Lordsi  and  Gentlemen, 
//  is  His  Majeftfs  RoyalfTtll  andpleafure,  That  this  Parliament  he 
prorogued  to  Tut{d3y,  the  fifth  day  3^  July  next,  to  be  then  holden; 
and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Tucfday,  the  fifth  day 
of  July  next. 
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Abdnfl  of  the  Account  laid  faefiare  Parhamsnt  idadv*'  t» 

BAR&ACKS. 

Total  Expcnce  for  Barracks  fincc  the  year  X79I- 

Amount  paid  for  building  Barracks  ■    ■■  iC  4S7»*77 

Sums  due  as  per  Report  of  Surveyors           —  I70i48c 

Sums  that  will  be  wanted            ■■    ■  ■                —  107,188 

Purchafe  of  Lands            ■               •            "     ■»  ^9»053 

Bedding,  ice.                ■  ■               ^$tS39 

Furniture,  &c.                            ■                -1—  4Si2iO 

To  complete  Furniture                           ■            —  13*057 
Value  of  rents  oaid  for  lands  tskcn  ob  kafe            -*        20«ooo 

Guernfey  and  jerfey            —               _— .••  64^1  $4 

ft 

•  £  934i9S4/ 

Total  advanced  by  the  Ordnance  for  Barracks  during  1  o 


the  fame  period  —  —  j 


£  if03Qf4»> 
IfTued  for  eredting  and  fitting  temporary  \    - 
Barracks  .   /  ^  ^43»47* 

Ditto  by  the  Ordnance  «*—  47*322 

•  £  ^90,794 

Total  number  of  men  for.  which  permanent  Banacks  have  bec% 
and  are  to  be  providedi  in  Great  Britain,  GtiernCsy  and  Jerfey^ 

Number  of  Infantry  and  Cavalry  for  which  Bar- "I  ' /•  ic  '78  ' 

racks  are  built  in  Great  Britain            /  ^  •Sw°9 

Ditto  for  which  Barracks  are  to  be  built            *  9i490 

Barracks  in  GMcrn&y  and  Jerfey.               ■         — .  6,569 

Total        £  31.847 

Number  of  Placesi  and  amount  of  annual  Salaries  paid  to  Offiocfs 

on  the  New  Barrack  Eftablifhmcnt. 

Barrack  Maftcrt  — —  jj  —         JC?*^^ 

Officers  fuperintcnding  the  Barracks    :to  *— *  5f7SO 

75  +^»3tS9« 

Amount  of  the  Extraordinary  Expences  of  the  Army,  incurred 
from  December  25,  17941  to  November  14,  1795. 

£  3>646j990  ^9  «^ 

For  the  particulars  of  this  Account  fee  the  43d  Tolume  of  the  Parii** 
■oentary  Regiiler. 

*  In  the  account  of  the  diftribution  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  I795>  tfait 
is  an  article  for  providing  and  fitting  temporary  banacks  on  toe  coaft^ 
when  the  Publicans  could  not  fnrnifli  quarten»  3i4,i07U 

i*  This  does  not  include  extraordinary  allowances  ana  tIaTeUiiig  chaijoi^ 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  eictraordinai^  expencd  of  the  arnif »  incurred 
and  paid  by  the  right  honourable  the  Paymaftcr  General  of  His 
Majefty*s  forces,  from  the  i5thof  November  to  24.th  of  De- 
cember I795>  both  inclufive,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parlia* 
meht» 

To  bilU  of  exchange,  dtavrn  by  C.  Neibit,  Infpeflor 
General  of  foreign  corps  on  the  Continent,  for  pab- 
lie  fervicc*  — —  

To  ditto,  drawn  by  J.  Robinfon,  Deputy  Faymaderat 
New  Brunfwick,  for  ditto  fervice  ■     ■ 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  R.  S.  Milnes,  Governor  of  Marti- 
nique, for  ditto  fervice  ■ 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  J.  Wcntwonh,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  for  ditto  fervice        ■  — 

To  ditto  drawn  by  P.  Le  Mcfuricr,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
Aldcruey,  ibr  ditto  fervice  ■  — 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Capt.  D'Auvergne,  Prince  of  Bouil- 
lin.  Commandant  at  Jcrfcy,  for  ditto  fervice        — 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  W.  Macarmick,  Lieut.  Governor 
of  Cape  Breton,  for  ditto  fervice  ■ 

To  ditto  drawn  by  John  Small,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
Gucrnfcy,  for  ditto  fervice  — - 

To  ditto,  drawn  ty  E.  Fanning,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
St.  John's,  for  ditto  fervice  —  — 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Andrew  Gordon,  Commandant  at 
Jcrfcy,  for  ditto  fervice  _  ■ 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward^ 

Commandant  at  Halifax,  for  ditto  fervice      ' -^  2,220    o    o 

To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  A.  Bry  mer.  Adding  De- 
puty Pay  mailer  at  Halifax,   for  public  fervices      —     51993    4    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  G.  P.  Rickettt,  GoTernor  of  Bar- 

badecs,  for  ditto  fervice  — —  —  loi     .5    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  W.  Lindfay»  Governor  of  Toba- 

go»  for  ditto  fervice  ■  _  20    o    o 

To  dittOy  drawn  by  J.  Seton,  Governor  of  St.  Vin- 
cent's, for  ditto  fervice  —  '»S44     i'  I 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  J.  Stanley,  Prefidcnt  of  the  Coun- 
cil at  St.  Kitts,  for  ditto  fervice        —  359  xj     q 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  honourable  R.  Murray,  agent 

at  Turk's  Ifland,  for  ditto  fervice  648    o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor 

of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  for  ditto  fervice  >  2,134  24    8 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  H.  Hamilton,  Governor  of  Do- 
minica, for  ditto  fervice  «  —  18,842    6    6 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  Earl  of  Balcarrcs,    Lieut* 

Governor  of  Jamacia,  for  ditto  fervice        —  1*170    o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  H.  Hamilton,  Governor  of  the 

Bermuda  Iflands,  for  ditto  fervice  — <        —  405    9    ^ 

To  ditto  drawn  by  John  Erikine,  Saperintendant,  &c. 
of  the  army  ferving  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  ditto 
fervice       —  —  — .  _       61^198  u    J 

4  Z  a 


60,081 

12 

1,448 

•s 

10 1' 

0 
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5 
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7 

3,4*8 

0 

724  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoni. 

To  ditto,  drswn  by  Sir  O.  EllioCi  Bart*  Vicerajr  of 

Corficat  for  ditto  fervicc  —  ■—      ;pfOcq    o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  V.  Jones,  CotnmKTary  General  to 

the  armvin  the  Leeward  Iftands,  for  ditto  ferTtca         12,000    o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Sir  A.  Williamfon,  K,  B,  Gover- 
nor of  St*  Domingo,  for  ditto  fcrvice        — —  3^SiS*3  '4    J 

To  M.  G.  De  Lancey,  Barrack  Mafter  General,  on 
account,  for  the  ere6Hon  of  banncks,  and  for  the 
fupply  of  barrack  ftorei  and  forage  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  Rationed  therein  —  —  65,000    o    • 

To  J.  Trotter,  Ef<J.  for  Hofpital  bed- 
ding for  the  ufe  of  the  forces    —      ^79^34  '7     ® 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fenricc    ^    10,369  12     6 

To  ditto,  for  Hofpital  bedding  for  the 
forces  in  St*  Domingo       •  -*-  ao,3i7    4  xx 

57,92 X  14    J 

To  James  Window,  on  account,  for  contingent  dif- 
^burfementsfor  hofpitals        -^^  —  5*000    o    • 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  afling  deputy  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
expenccs  of  the  army  there  ■  — >—  5»8x2  10    o 

To  cafli  paid  by  Mr.  Winfow,  adding  ditto  in  Canada, 
for  ditto  of  the  forces  there,  for  one  quarter,  to  24th 
September  179;  —  -—  549868  10  !• 

To  ditto,  paid  by  Mr.  Brvmer,  afting  ditto  in  Novs 
Scotia,  for  ditto  of  the  rorces  there,  for  one  quarter, 
to  ditto  —  —  —  iit7i9  x6    4 

To  biiU  of  exchange  drawn  by  Brook  Watfon,  £fq. 
Superintendant,  6ec.  of  the  army  ferring  on  the 
Continent  r*  -:*  -*         346,243  14  it 

»>  105,673  X9  10 


The  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  a6tinp^  Deputies  in  the  Wefi 
Indies,  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia,  were  not  paid  under  the  authority  of 
any  Treafury  warrant,  but  were  drawn  upon  the  Paymafter  GenenU 
and  paid  on  different  days,  as  they  became  due,  fcietween  the  15th 
November  and  24th  December  i795« 

RlCHAXD  MOLESWORTH, 

Pay  Office,  Horfe  Guards,  Accountant  to  the  Paymafler 

29th  April  1796.  General's  OflSce. 


DEBATES.  73^5 


An  Account  of  the  unprovided  fervices  belonging  to  the  Office  of 
Ordnance,  as  they  Hood  on  the  31ft  December  1795. 


« 

Prepared  purfoant  to  an  order  of  the  honourable  Hoa(e  of  Commont^  3d 

March  i796.<^— viz. 


Money  paid  on  account  of  various  fervices  to  31ft 

December  1795*  fince  eftimate  1 796  was  prefented 

to  Parliament        —        —  —  —         i8«oio  10    t 

Money  due  to  the  captors  of  the  town  of  the  Mok 

Cape  Nicola,  and  its  dependenctei,  in  the  ifland  of  "* 

St,  Domingo,  for  ordnance  and  ftoret  captured 

there  —  —  '"*     .      "T*  1**823    4    * 

Money  due  to  the  captors  of  fundir  forts  in  the  ifland 

of  Corfica,  for  ordnance  and  nores  taken  in  the 

faid  fortt  -— ^  3'*939    3    4 

Money  due  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  for  Salt  Petre  4;«ooo  o  o 
Exceeding  on  account  of  fea  fervice  bleyond  the  grant 

byP^liament  for  1795        -*—  —  102,421  18^4 


210,194  1$  IK 

9  '  "^"^.^^—i 


QiEce  of  Ordnance, 
7th  March  1796*  J.  SAtoiiiT. 

Thomas  Baillib. 
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Abftradt  of  the  Account  delivered  to  Parliament  of  money 
due  on  various  accounts  to  the  Army^  2ift  April,  1796. 

AmouDt  of  monies  now  due  for  off-reckonings'^ 

tothefeveralColonels«  or  commanding  officers  I    /^i;,.  -_^ 

of  His  Majcfty's  Regular,  Fenciblc,  and  Mi-  f  *»  '»+4tioo    7    9 

licia  Forces  — -  *  J 

Pay  and  arrears  of  pay  now  due  to  tjic  General  1        ,  a    *v*  » 
and  Staff-officers  of  His  Majefty's  Service     /       »4t>,9«>  "    4 

Now  due  to  the  feveral  Goyernors  of  His  Ma-1 
jefly's  garrifons  in  Great  Britain  and  beyond  \        349313  13    3 
the  feas  ■  —  J 


;f  825,320  13    4 


Account  of  monies  which  remain  due  on  ac- 
count of  off-reckonings,  January  lil,  1796,  \  ^  172,994    o 
and  which  have  iince  been  paid 


ue  on  ac- 1 
ft,  1796,  V 


An  account  of  fuch  arrears  of  His  Majefly'sl 

Regular,  Fenciblc,  and  Militia  Forces  as  have  V         29>643  '  i     ^ 
been  difcharged  fince  the  ift  of  January,  1796  J 

An  account  of  all  pay  and  arrears  which  were 'I 

due  toHisMajefty^General and  Staff-officers,  I         «.  q^a 

on  the  I  ft  of  January,  z  796,  and  have  fince  |         3*5       *^    3 

been  di£:harged  ■  J 


£  ^33>^93  5  ^     5 

From  the  exa6l  amount  of  all  arrears  now  due  to  the  officers  of  the 
feveral  regiments,  troop,  and  company,  of  His  Majefty's  Regular, 
Fencible,  and  Militia  Forces,  diftinguifliing  the  periods  for  which  fuch 
arrears  are  refpe£tively  due,  cannot  be  afcertained  until  the  Regimental 
Accounts  of  each  particular  year  have  been  examined  at  the  War-Ofice : 
but  from  fuch  accounts  as  have  been  examined  and  ftated  at  the  War- 
Office,  and  remain  to  be  finally  fettled  at  the  Pay-Office,  it  appears  that 
the  fum  of  62,1981.  9s.  iid.  is  due  to  the  Agents,  to  enable  them  to 
clear  certain  regiments  with  the  following  year :  but  that  the  fum  of 
85,6611.  los.  6d.  is  due  from  the  Agents  in  confequence  of  overpay- 
ments on  other  regiments  in  the  iame  period ;  aad  that  the  balance  due 
to  the  public  amounts  to  a3,463l«  os.  /d. 


'    DEBATES. 

Aa  Account  of  all  the  fuint  of  money  advanced  by 
land  for  the  public  fenrice,  and  outftanding  on 
1792. 


On  fupply  — 

Land  tax  -^ 

Ditto  — 

Malt  — 

Ditto  — 

Supply  — 
Farther  fupply 


1 790  for  augmentation  of  1 

the  forces  J 

1791  403,000    o    o 

1792  I ,'789,000    o    o 


the  Bank  of  £ng« 
the  3 1  ft  December 


1,229,000    o    o 


1791 
1792 

1792 
1792 


Exchequer  bills  without  intereft  -* 


Treafury  bills  of  exchange 


Bank  of  England, 
4th  March  1 796* 


—    2,192,000    o    o 


125,000  O  Qr 

482,000  o  o 

3,500,000  o  o 

1,258,900  o  o 


607,000    o.  o 


4,758,900  o  o 

376*739  Q  9 

■     ■  ■■■  I     M 

9,163,639  o  9 

25,192  z  6 

9,188,831 


A.  NEWLAND, 

Chief  Cafhier. 


An  Account  of  all  the  fums  of  money  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land for  the  public  fervice,  and  outft^inding  on  the  3  ift  of  Decern* 
ber  i795» 


On  Supply        —        X  790 


Land  tax  — 

Ditto  — « 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Malt  — 
Ditto 


*793 

1794 

179s 
1796 

»794 
179s 


for  augmentation 

of  the  forces  r 

1 39,090    o 

3  T  1,000    o 

1, 675^000    o 

1,500,000    o 


Vote  of  credit  1795 

Farther  fupply  1795 

Confolidated  Fund      1 795 

Exchequer  bills  without  intereft 


Treafury  bills  of  exchange 


Bank  oF  England, 
4thM.:ch  1796. 


5  A  a 


} 

o 
o 
o 
o 


6,000    o    o 


202,000  o  o 

750,000  o  o 

2,500,003  o  o 

1,500,000  o  o 

1,265,000  o  o 


3,625,000    o    o 


952,000    o    o 


5,265,000    o    o 
376,739    o    9 


^"i^ 


10,224,739    o    9 
1,418,960  19    3 

11,643,700    o    • 

A.  NEWLAND, 
Chief  Cailuer, 


Ditto     - 

Ditto 


73*  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

Bank  of  England^  Jpril  22d,    1 7  06. 
An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  Money  advanced  for  the  Public 
Scrvic?  by  the  Bank  of  England,  an^l  oatftamJing  on  the  10th 
of  Oaober,    1795,  and  the  5th  of  January,  1796,  diftinguifli- 
ing  each  Period. 

On  the  16th  of  O^ober,  1795; 

/*  J 

On  Supply    -       1790  for  Augmentation  of  the  Forces  132,000 1 

Land^Tax     -1793  —         139,000 

'"'  1794         572,000 

>795        —         1,971,000 

2,682,000 

Malr     -      1794         307,000 

Ditto    -       179s  750,000 

Coniol.  Fund      1795       *— —       2  500,000 

Farther  Supply   1795         1,500,000 

Vote  of  Credit    1795         2,255,000 

'  6,275,000  —  — 

Exchequer  Bills  without  Intercft        ....        376,739  9 

IO,5?2,739  -^     g 
Treafury  Bills  of  Exchange        1,649,478  12     5 

jf.  12,172,217  13  5 

On  the  5tli  January,  1 796. 

On  Supply    9  1790  for  Augmentation  of  the  Forces         5,000 — 

Land  Tax     -  1793         —         139,000  —  — 

Ditto      -  1794         —         307,000 

Ditto     -  1795         —         i,64q,ooo 

Ditto    -  1796         —       1,500,000 


Malt     -       1794         — —       202,000 

Ditto    -       179s 750,000 


-     3>S95.ooo 


Confol  Fund       1795    "^  1,265,000 

Farther  Supply    1795       —         1,500,000 

Vote  of  Credit     1795         —        2,500,000 


—        952,000  —  — 


5,265,000 


Exchequer  Bills  without  Intereft  —  37^»739 —    9 

^     ,  'o>i93»;39  —    9 

Treafury  Bills  of  Exchange   ,         — -  794*886    6    7 

'  1— ^— — 

jC*  10988,625    9    4 

A.  NEWLAND,  Chief  Cafluer. 


DEBATES. 
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7SO  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

A  Particular  Account  of  the  application  of  the  fcvcral  fum«  included  in 
the  account  (orefcnted  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  4th  day  of  December 
laft )  of  the  diitribDtioa  of  the  money  granted  by  an  aft,  made  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  enabhn^  His  Majefty  to  raife  the  fum  of 
two  millions  ^ve  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  ufes  andpurpofcs 
therein  mentioned.   '  ■ 


Dates  of        Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
Warrants.  of  England  on  account  of  the  Fay- 

—  mailer  of  the  Forces. 


March  17th.    To  C.  Scott,  Efq.  for  the  purchafe  of 

19,904  facks  of  Engliih  flour     ^-—  43,611 
June  9th.    To  J.  brickwood,  Efq.  to  repay  the 

like  fum  advanced  by  him  towards 
purchaHne  wheat  in  Canada,  and 
expences  m  chartering  (hipB  to  bring 
the  fame  to  this 

country    —        7*015  18  II 
Sep.  15  th.    To  ditto,  for  ditto 

fcrvice       ■  22,000    o    o 


Auguft  8th.     To  A.  Davifon,  Efq.  to  be  aoph'ed 

in  payment  of  bills  drawn  by  Mons. 
de  Puyfafire,forproviiaon8purchafed 
for  the  ule  of  the 

troops    ■  2C,ooo    O    o 

Sep.  I  ft.    To  ditto,  for  ditto 

fervice     —  7*239     8    5 

To  ditto,  for  ditto 

fervice     —  JjH^  18     8 

ajd.     To  ditto,  for  ditto 

fervice     — -  9)004  11    o 


-       *9iOi5  18  II 


May  4th.      To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  A. 

Davifon,  Efq.  fuperintendant  and 
dire6ior  of  forage,  Ice.  oT  the  army 
under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  for  public  iervices ;  in  part 
of  a  warrant  of  this 
date  for  94,1131. 

88.  Id.     3S»3S4  >^  i« 

July  13  th,     Tb  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,    for  ditto 
fervice      —        20,215  X2    3 
Oftober  15th,  To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,    for   ditto 
fervice    — —         93>025  14     i 


39»390  "8     r 


H9»576    3    5 
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March  aSth.    To  ditto  drawn  by  B.   Watfon,  Efq. 

fttperintendant  and  dire^or  of  for- 

agr,  provi(ioB8,  neceiTaries,  and  ex- 

traordinaries  of  the  army  on  the 

Continent^  for  public  *fcrvice ;  in 

part  of  a  warrant  of  this  date  for 

721,714].  8s.  5d.  126,835     o    o 
April  27th.     To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,   for  ditto 

fcrvicc;  in  part 

of  a  warrant  of 

this    date     for 

692,9031.5s.   —  583,081     3    5 
Sep.  19th.    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,    for    ditto 

fervice ;  in  part  of 

a  warrant  of  this 

date  for  355,9891. 

lis.  7d.  —        130,549    o    o 

7—    840,465    3    5 

June  ad.        To  bills  of  Exchange    drawn    by 

John  Erikine,  Klq.  fuperintcndant 

and  director  of  forage,  proviiions, 

necfiTaries,  and  eztraoraiDaries  of 

the  army  ferving  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, for  public  fervices ;  in  part 

of  a    warrant   of  this    date   for 

148,8631.  is.9d.     89,600    6     7 
July  13th,   To  ditto    drawn    by 

ditto,  for  ditto  fer- 
vice       —  58,6o«    o  "o 
Auguft  20th.  To  ditto  drawn  by  ditto 

for  ditto  fervice        149669  19    9 
October  15th.  To  ditto  drawn  by 

ditto,    for    ditto 

fervice         — -         60,981  18    8 


June  5th.   To  ditto  dfhwn  by  Lord  Hood,  Sir 

G.  Elliot,  Bart,  and  David  Dun- 
das,  Efq.  lace  Commidioncrs  at 
Toulon,  fpr  public  fervices ;  in  part 
of  a  warrant  of  this  date  tor 
160,4761.  19s  —  20,855  19  o 
Augufi  30th.  To  ditto  drawn  by 

SiiG.Elliot,Bart. 
for  ditto  fervice  —  30,700    o    o 


223,852     i    o 


SMS5  »9    o 


To  ditto  drawn  by  Sj^r  Adam  Wii- 

liamion.  Lieutenant    Governor 

of  Jamaica,  for  ditto  fervice  —      218,946  12     • 
June  2 2d,    To  ditto  drawn  by  Captain  D'Au- 

vergne,  Prince  of  Bouillion,  Lieu* 
tenant  Governor  of  Jerfey,  for  ditto 
fervice        —  8,;oo    o    o 


75« 
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Tojditto  drawn  by  ditto 
for  ditto  ferrice  —    4^660 


o    o 


13,360    o    o 


To  ditto  drawn  by  C.  NefkMtt,  In- 
fpe£ior  General  of  foreign  corps 
1794.  on  the  Continent,  for  ditto  fcrvicc  —  x8>835     o    o 

December  31(1  To  Baron  de  Alvcnileben,  for  the 

annual  ex  pence  ot  an  additional 
number  of  bat  horfcs  for  the  Hano" 
1795.  verian  troops     —  2|002     o     4 

January  19th  To  ditto  for  the  iirft 

expencc  of  pon- 
toons, pay  of  Ha- 
noverian engineers 
and  train  belong- 
ing to  the  pon- 
toons, from  the 
^  15th  May  to  31ft 

pecember  i794» 
and  extra  allow- 
ance for  recruit- 
ing, and  towards 
replacing  horfes 
killed  in#\^on  in 
the  firfl  campaign 
and  to  31(1  De- 
cember 1793  —    v^^'7^4    ^    ^ 


Nv 


aSth*  T»  Meifrs.  Rofsand  Ogilvie,  for  fub- 
iidenceof  a  corpus  of  Loyal  French 
Emigrants,  from   25th  December 

1794  to  23d  Fe- 
bruary 1795     —     1,793  '®     * 

JonC  5th.  To  diito,  for  ditto, 

from  2  4th  Febru- 
ary to  24th  June 

1795  — 
To  ditto,  for  ditto, 

from  2  5  th  June  to 

24th  Augufl  1 795 


32,726    X    o 


Not,  1 2th. 


3,i99  xo 


2,370  14    8 


Date  of  Treafury 
Letter. 


7.464    3     * 


Feb.  17th.    To  Comptc  dc  Carncville,  on  account 

of  levy  money  and  fubliilcnce  of 
his  corps  for  the  year  1 79s 


Dates  of 

Warrants. 


—        300    O    • 


Jun.  3irt.     To  Thomas  Bainhridge,  Efq.  in  part 

fatisfa^Slion  ot  demands  by  the  king- 
dom ot  Ireland  for  levy  money  for 
men  and  horfcs  of  the  old  cilabliih- 
ed  corps,  for  oft-rcckonings  to  pro- 
vide accoutrements,  for  horCpfur- 
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niture,  levy  money  and  accountre- 
meots  of  theartilicry,  for  arn/is  and 
other  military  fcrviccs  for  fundry 
regiments  embarked  from  that 
country        —  —  ioo,ocx>    q    o 

July  22d.  To  the  Commiflioncrs  for  detained  ftiips  ^ 

to  be  applied  for  the  payment  of 
wages  due  to  the  crews  of,  Dutch 
•    ftiips  —  —        —  25,000    o    o 

30th.  To  MciTrSk  Boyd,  Beniicld,  and  Co. 
for  190,000  ounces  of  Spanish  dol- 
lars, purchafed  by  rhem  for  the 
ufe  of  the  forces         —  —  49>399  'O    ^ 

Feb.  atth.  To  Sir  G.  Elliot,  Bart,  for  an  allow* 

ance  from  zd  Odober  1793  to  ift 
of  Nov.  1794,  as  late  one  of  the 
Commilliancrs  in  fupcrintending, 
&c.  the  civil  affairs  and  concerns 
of  all  fuch  places  and  diflridh  as 
fliould  be  occupied  by  HisMajefty's 
arms  in  France        —  —         9,02s  1 1     5 

July  13th    To  Edward  Blakeney,  Efq.  for  1,096 

dayj  allowance  to  31(1  December 
1794,  for  his  faithful  fervices  in 
the  ifland  of. Minorca,  and  during 
the  late  War  iu  Germany  ;  trans- 
ferred from  the  revenue  of  Gibral- 
tar, on  which  the  penfion  was 
charged,  on  account  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  that  fund  —  —  1,^96  o  o 
For  providing  and  fitting  up  tempo- 
rary barracks  for  the  troops  in  thofe 
fituations  on  the  coafl  where  the 
publicans  could  not  have  furnifhed 
chcm  with  quarters ;  and  for  bed- 
ding, furniture,  utcnfils,  coals,  can- 
dles, beer,  &c.  for  the  cavalry  and 
infantfy  Rationed  therein         —        314,197     •    O 

April  I  ft.     To  Meffrs.  John  and  G.  F.  Carleton, 

account  for  embarkations,  &c.  of 
troops  at  different  ports  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  —  25,000    o     o  ' 

July  19th.  To  ditto  for  ditto 

ferricc        —  15,000    o    o  , 

1794  »       40)^'^    o    o 

July  a8th.  To  Lieut.  J.  C.  Searle,  of  the  brig* 

Liberty,  for  expencesincurred  by 
him  in  conveying  to  and  from 
England,  Gucrnloy,  and  Jcrfey, 
feveral    French    emigrants        — *  loO    o    o 

Dec.  3 1  ft*  To  fundry  perfons  forloflcs  on  corn, 

prohibited  to  be  exported  by   an 
.    order  of  Council,  &c.  -^  462     5    8 

Vot.XLV.  5  D 


75+  PARLIAMENTARY         *    [Commohs. 

1795. 

Feb.  26.  To  fundry  ditto  for  dUto,  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  embargo  laid  upon 
corn  vcffels         —  —  "•-•         'S^*'^ 

Aril  id.  To  William  Chinnery,  Efq.  to  be  by 
him  paid  oTcr  to  four  Corfican  De- 
puties, appointed  to  fubmit  the 
form  of  a  Oonftitution  to  His  Ma- 
jcfty's  confideration  —  ^  —  2,o©4  11  # 
June  2d.  To  William  Morlcy,  for  loft  fuftaincd 

under  the  proclamation  prohibiting 
the  exporution  of  naval  fiores       •—        444    o    9 

Governor  and  Company  of  the 

Dateiof  Trcafury     Bank  of  England  on  account 

Letter.  of  the  Treafurcr  of  the  Navv.- 


1795. 
Nov.  loth.  To  pay  imprefls  and  other  demands 

on  aecount  of  the  tratifport  fervice        t^^poo    o    • 
To  pay  bills  of  exchange  on  account 

of  the  viaualljng  fervice        —  58,000    o    o 

To  pay  for  medicines,  &c.  for  hof- 

pitais  and  hofpital  (hips        —  20,000    o    o 

To  pay  feamen*8  wages        —        —      20,000    o    o 
12th.  To  be  imprcfted  to  the  Hon.  George 
VilUers,  on  account  of  the  marine 
fervice  —  —  7«ooo    o    0 

To  carry  on  payments  and  recalls  oa 

the  head  of  wages  —    ^  2  (,000     o    o 

17th.  To  pay  bills  for  pilotage  —  373     in 

To  pay  for  the  fuofiflence,  &c.  of  pri- 

foners  of  war  at  home  —  10,000     o    o 

To  pay  for  the  fubfifbence,  &c.  of  pri- 

foners  of  war  abroad  —  6,000    o    o 

^"^^^^""^"^^^^^"•^ 


William  Smith,  Efq.   Treafurer 
of  the  Ordnance. 


Imprcfted  to  fundry  ftorckeepers  of 

His  Majcfty's  Ordnance,  at  Wal- 

tham   Abbey,  Gravcfcnd,  North 

Yarmouth,   Woolwich,    Keyjjam 

Point,Chathara,  Purfleet,Plyroouth, 

Fort  George,    Faverftiara,    Hull, 

Scarbro*,  and  Berwick,  for  expences 

in  their  rcfpedtive  departments    *—      139612     8    • 
Ditto  for  the  payment  of  bills  of  ex- 
change       —         .— —        — *       io;669  17  !• 
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Ditto  to  tlic  Agent  of  the  Boyal  regi- 
ment oT  ArtiUcry,  on  account  of 
the  laid  regiment        —  —  «,68i  xj     » 

Ditto  to  the  Agent  of  the  corps  of 
Royal  Engineen,  and  Royal  Mili- 
tary Artificers,  on  account  of  the 
faid  corps  —        —  .^T         '»579    4    a 

Ditto  to  the  fupcrintendant  of  Ord- 
nance tranfports,  on  account  of  the 
Expedition  tranfport  2>«oo    <>    ^ 

Ditto  to  the  Agent  of  the  corps  of 
Captain  Commffarics  and  drivers, 
on  account  of  the  faid  corps        -—      3,108  170 

jf-    39»953    »     » 
Balance  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  public  "^        4^  '7  " 

I.    4»,ooo    o    Q 

Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,   to  rciraburfe  the  like 
fums  paid  by  them  for  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  upon  Claude  Scott,       ^ 
Efq.  for    the  purchafc  of  fcveral  . 

caigocs  of  foreign  com  —        88,626  ig    i 


RECAPITULATION/ 


Governor  and  Company  of  the  Rink  of  England, 

on  account  ofthePaymafter  of  Forces        i,aoo,ooo    O    o 

«,  Ditto  on  account  of— Treafurcr  ot 

theNavy        -  -  -        "        r     '''*373     '  " 

-  Ditto  on  account  of— Treafurer  of 

Ordnance        —  T^    ,  j 

, Ditto  to  pay  bills  of  exchange  drawn        _  „  ,   ,     „ 

^TcITude  Scott,  Efq.        -        -  -  88,6a6,8     x 


^.2,500,000    o    o 

WWtehaH,  Treafuiy  Chambers,  r.n.o.  Roi« 

the  8th  day  of  March  1 796.  G«o»c»  Ro»«. 
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Navy  Office,  the  sad  April,  1796. 

An  Account  of  Navy,  Vidlualling,  and  Tranfport  Bills,  rcgifiered 

fincethe  jift  December,   1795: 


£.             s.  d. 

Navy  Bills                -^^            1,017,230  12  8 

Viaualling  Bills                •—         1j049,39S  h  6 

Tranfport  Bills                75S»763  xo  4 


Total  /.  lfil^  389  14    6 


The  whole,  amounting  to  the  funvof  Two  Millions,  Eight  Hundred, 
and  Twenty-two  Thoufand,  Three  Hundred,  and  Eighty-nine 
Pounds,  Fourteen  Shillings  and  Six-pence. 


Examined  R.  P. 

.J 


A.  S.  Hammond,  Wm.  Rule.  Geo.  Mamh. 

Gio.  Rogers.  W.  Palmbr.  W.Bklliwcham. 


7«8  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 


Return  to  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  dated 
8th  day  of  April  1796,  '*  For  an  Account  of  the  Exchequer 
••  Bills  iflfued  on  the  vote  of  Credit  granted  for  the  fcrvicc  of 
•*  the  year  1796,  tvith  the  cxpcnce  attending  the  fame;  and 
''  diAtnguifhing  the  amount  iilucd  to  difchaige  Arrears  due  oo 
••  the  ift  December  1795. 

The  Exchequer  Bills  iflued  on  the  Vote  of  Credit  for  1795. 

For  Ordnance  Services  —  ^.  jOOyOOO  —  — 

Of  which  has  bcfn  fold        j{^,  281,  coo  -^  — 
Cjcpence attending  the  fdle  ^Si^7S  ^^  '^ 

Applied  to  the  diicharge  of 

Arrears  due    for   Ord- 

•aaoe  {er-vices,  on  or  be« 

ioce  the  xJGt  of  Decern- 

^^  »79$  -"-"  165,624    I    2 


The  Exchequer  Bills  iflued  to  the  Paymafler  Ge* 

vara!  of  ^e  Fofces  —  —  430>ao#  —  — 

To  ^iciiarge  off-reckoningt 

doe  on  ift  of  December, 

1795  •""■**  171,100  —  — 

liucd  for  the  Current  Ser- 
vice of  the  army  for  1796   -    1 74,800  —  — 

ftcmaining  uniflued  in  the 
hands  of  the  Paymader- 
General        •— *         — —        839300  —  — 

£.  4}o,joo  —  — 


N.  B.  The  expence  attending  the  Excheauer  BUlsy  iflued  by  the 
Paymafler  of  the  Forces,  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  have  been  paid ;  but  the  amount  cannot  at  prefent  be  af- 
certained,  as  no  account  of  it  has  been  delivered. 


Whitehall  Treafury  Chambers, 

aid  April  1796.  Chail&s  Lokg. 


DEBATES.  759 


An  Account  of  the  total  net  produce  of  the  Taxes  for  one  year^  i 

ended  the  5th  day  ofjj^pril,   ^796* 

Cuftomi  3>247t7S*  18    9 

Excifc  6,764^^  t8     if. 

btamp*  — -  .<-  1.190,98$  la    7 


INCIDENTS. 


«^^03,a37    9    5| 


Confol.  Letter  Money,  1787         ■  ■  —•  ■■     ■          159,000 

Ditto  Sale            — ~ _     4,x,s76'    o    a| 

Seizures,               1760              22y^^  17    4 

Profcrs,                 ditto          — •  — — .                622  12    J 

Alum  mines,          ditto             ■  ^      n              95^ 

Compolitions,       ditto-                f  _.^                 1     Y    4    ' 

Alienation  duty^  ditto                 ■  ,,               'VP^i.    8    8 

Sixpence  dedu£tion  on  peiHion^,         i-rii  ■■         44,9 ci 

One  (hilling  ditto        fslaries,  ^rc.     1758        .        28171$ 

Houfes  and  nrindows,  1766            — -^  >    — ,     327  cig     1     %t* 

Houfce        ^     ^^         nrr              I3i!i04  ic  6 

Hawk4rs  and  pedlars,  1710  —            -,999  ,§  ,^ 

Hackney  coachci  and  chairs,  171 1  m  ,      11,500 

Dittir  1784                13,800 

Malcfrrvants,  ,785           88,c?i    q  t 

Fenoale ditto  (arttars)  ditto        —              00  IC  1 

Horles,  ditto  —            —    105,846  ic 

Four-wheeled  carriages,  ditto  ■—     ■  ■.          150,02  c  tS  i 

Tvro-^vhcelod    ditto  ditto         _      39,460    9  i 

Waggons  (arrears)  ditto xxt  \t  ^ 

Carts^            ditto  ditto        Jo    \  j , 

Shops,           ditto  ditto        ■                       

FiHU».rf.h,^^  ___       __  . 

Men  ferrants  (arrears)  1777  — —  -^  o    I 

Lottery  licence.,  1794  _  ,  ,.5    '    - 

Letter  money,  1760        —  386,00a 

DUTIES,  1791.  }.8ss,»§}    o    5| 

Brurfhfptnt,                __                ~  82,3  7  J 

foreign  duto            .  g^^ 

Malt               . — ,               _  40  It 

Bills  and  receipts .            \tibia    S  tn 

Game  duty     ^          _                __            _  ^  .'JlJ    \  'J 

;C.«o  per  cent.  81,435     5      | 

• , 

641,876  17    6| 


760  ' 


Britiih  fpirits 
Foreign  ditto 

Glafs 
Attoraeies  articles 
Bricks  (cxcifc) 
Slates  and  fiones 
Bricks  (cuOoms) 
Paper  (excife) 
•  Ditto  cuftoros 
Spirits  licences 


PARLIAMENTARY 

DUTIES,  1794. 


[CoMUONS« 


83,887 
86,820 
40,843 

17,607  13    6 
53,216 
9,381  II    3} 

310    3    3 

254,110 

4,709    o    4 
87,000 


DUTIES,  2795. 


Britiih  Spirits 

Foreign  ditto 

Wine 

Cocoa 

Sweets 

Stamps 

Ship  polices  — 

Hair  powder  certificates 

Receipts  

Fruit  ■ 

Coals  ' 

Tea  — — 


537*874    8    4f 

— 

78,936 
84,671 

923,326 

28,24a 

8,601 

26,998  15    8 

51,123  19 

X97»i32  15 
— .   6,880 

65,978  12     8 

192     4    9i 

186,434 

1,648,616     7     if 


DUTIES,  1796. 


Tobacco 

Horfe  Dealers  licences 

Salt 


40*338 
240 

8,000 


48,578 


Total  of  cuftoms,  excife,  and  fiamps 
Total  of  Incidents 
Total  of  duties,  1791 

1794 

'    ■  179s 
r-    1796 


Grand  total 


Exchequer,  the  8th 
day  of  April  1796. 


11,203,237  9  5^ 

^855,283  o  Si 

641,876  17  6f 

537,874  »  4* 

1,648,616  7  If 

48.578 

15,985,466  2  III 


James  Fisher. 


DEBATES.  761 


An  Account  of  the  Income  of  the  Confolidated  Fund,  for  the 

quarter  ending  5th  April,  1795- 

Confolidated  duties  of  cuftoms             ■  765,934    S  ^  ^ 
Ditto                            cxcife        — —                 —  »>443»7SO 

Ditto                           ilamps    .    —                —  320,816 

Ditto                           fah                —          —   .  82,460  17     3 

Ditto                           letter  money            ■     *  100,000 

Seizures,  lince  2  Jtb  October  1760  *     -^— -  1,331 

Profers,                         ditto        —                 —  30  10     a  > 

Rent  of  alum  mines,'    ditto                ^—  *             — -  480 

Rent  of  a  light  houfe,  ditto                —              —  6  13     4 

Con)po(itions,              ditto                —  16     8 

Deduction  of  6d.  per  lib.  on  pen  (Ions,  flnce  24th 

June  172 1        •         —                —            —  8,626 
Ditto            IS.                on  falarics  and  pensions, 

fincc5th  April  1^58                —                —  6,337  11     o| 
Duty  on  houfes  and  windowrs,  fince  loth  0£lober 

1766            —                —                ~  58,325  17     ij 

Inhabited  houfes,  fince  Jth  July  1 77Q                —  ^4*^39      "7i 

Duty  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  unce  23d  June  1710^  1 50 
Ditto  on  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  fince  ift 

Auguft  171 1                —                —        —  Sfjoo 

Ditto  on  male  fervants,  fince  jth  July  1 785        —  ">S75  '®     Si 

Ditto  on  horfcs,  fince  29th  September  1784        — .  12,778     3     ji 

Ditto  on  four  wheel  carriages,  fince  ^th  July  1785  24,413   16  11^ 

Ditto  on  two  wheel  carriages,          ditto        —  6,805     7  iif 

Duty  on  Britifh  fpirits,  fince  5th  January  1791  33>6'5 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto         ■    ■  ■  ■            —  42,714 
Referred  out  of  bills  of  exchange  and  receipts, 

fince  ift  Auguft  1791  —  — 

Duty  on  Britifh  fpirits,  unce  2ifi  February  1794 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto         —                 —  ,.,    ,, 

Ditto  on  attornies  articles,  fince  5th  February  1794  4,794 
Ditto  on  bricks  and  tiles  (excife),  fince  28th  March 

1794                —                —                —  6,690 

Ditto                ditto         (cufioms),  fince  ditto         -*-  100    9     8 
Ditto  on  dates  and  fioncs,  &c.   ditto,  fince  9th 

May  1794            —                _                _  703     2     2I 

Ditto  on  paper  (eicife),  fince  5th  April  1794         —  18,750 

Surplus  of  ditto                —                ..                .^^  21,401 

Duty  on  paper  (cufioms),  fince  ditto        —  x,ooo  13     4 

Ditto  on  rlafs,  fince  X7th  April  1794              — -  22,243 

Ditto  on  difiillers  licences,  fince  ditto                — •  9,000 

Surplus  of  ditto                -i—                ..            ...  6,000 

Duty  onBritifl)  fpirits,  fince  23d  February  1795  507 
Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto        —                —no 

Ditto  on  cocoa  and  coffee,  fince  16th  March  1795  674 

Ditto  on  wines,  fince  23d  February  1795            —  I3f33* 
WoL.  XLV.                             S  E 


4^,094 


^%  PARLIAMEKTART  [Commons. 

Compofitions  paid  by  the  Bank  of  England  in  lieu 

of  the  lUmp  duty  on  notes  and  bills  iflued  by 

them  —  —  ■  6,060 

Impreft  money  repaid  by  John  Dalley  Efq.  Secre-    ' 

tary  to  the  Commimoners  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  cuiloma  it    o    8| 

Money  repaid  by  John  Charlton  Elq.  late  agent  to 

a  corps  of  myalids  —  —        «^  271 

1*        s.    d* 
Arrears  of  the  duty  on  female  fer- 

yanti  —  —  77    3     '     , 

Dttto  waggons  •  27  12  iz 

Ditto  carts        — -         18     6  io{ 

PUto        $4th  4S«  aid,  anno  J  790     49 194    8    7I' 
I^tto        56th      ditto  1792       X9378  17     3I 


3>»77'07S     4  10 


Exchequer, 
the  zjth  day  of  Aptil  1796*  James  Fishu. 
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DEBATES.  769 

An  ACCOUNT  cf  the  Income  of  the  CONSOLIDATED 

FUNP,  in  the  Quarter  ending  5th  July  1795. 

Confolidated  Duties  of  Cuftoms                — —  3^7 »7 3*    9  ^ 

Ditto  —        Excifc  — —  2,072,349  17  o| 

Ditto               —        Stamps                i— -  270,343    o  o 

Ditto               —     -  Salt .  97*^44    3  S 

Pttio               —        Letter  Money                   >  102,000    o  o 

Seizures,  finccisthOaober  1760             — -  8,393    9  io{ 

Prefers            —        .    ditto                ■  47*  ^^  ^ 

AUenatiot\  Duty            ditto                      — -    •  i>924    ^  ^ 

Compoiitions  ditto  '  • 6  8 

DedudHou  of  6d.  per  Lib.  on  Peniions,  fince  24th 

June  1721                ■                                  T  7,000    o  o 

Ditto  IS.  on  Salaries  and  Penfion$» 

fince  5th  April  1 758                        ■  5,69814  4 
Duty  on  Houfes  and  Windows,  fince  loth  Odiober 

1766                — —                            — -  1x3,166    3  2i 

Inhabited  Houfes,  fince  $th  July  1779   •         r—  4S»"S7     ^  31 

Duty  on  Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  fince  23d  June  1 7 10  i»l59  <^  '^ 
Ditto      Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs,  fince  ill  Au- 

guftijr^i                       ^^— .                        —  5,500    o  o 

Ditto      Male  Servants,  fince  5th  July  1745  34»*35     ^  4 

Ditto      Horfes,  fince  29th  September  1784  44>39<>     3  i| 

Ditto      Four  Wheel  Carriages,  fince5th  July  1715  5517^3    o  6| 

Ditto     two  wheel  carriages,        ditto        —  ^6,527  17  i 

Ditto      Britifiifpirits,  fince  5th  January  1791  43'322    o  o 

Ditto      Foreign  fpirit?,  fince  ditto            — —  10*849    o  Q 
Referred  out  of  bills  and  receipts,  fince  ifi  Auguft 

1791                  —                                   <■  3*ii?o    o  o 

Duty  on  Britiih  fpirits,  fince  21  ft  February  1794  431^91     o  o 

Ditto      Foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto                       »  12,062    0.0 

Ditto      Attornies  articles,  fince  5th  February  X  794  4»'x8    o  o 
Ditto      Bricks  and  tiles,  (ezcife),  fince  28th  March 

1794                '  829  ,  o  o 

Ditto  on  ditto                     (cufioms),  fince  ditto  ^    10    6  o 

Ditto  on  dates  and  fiones,  fince  9th  May  1794  ^9467  10     i| 

Ditto  on  paper,  (excife),  fince  5th  April  1 794  18,750    o  o 

Surplus  of  ditto                 ■■                          6,217     o  o 

Duty  on  paper,  (cuftoms),    fince  ditto        ■■     ■■  725     3     9 

Ditto  on  glafs                         fince  ditto         1I9170     o     o 

Ditto  on  diftillers  licences.  Once  ditto            —  9,000    o     o 

Surplus  of  ditto            —                       —  30,000    o    6 

Duty  on  Britifli  fpirits,  fince  23d  February  1795  35*4^6    o    o 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto                 ^^»SS'     o     O 

Ditroon  coftVe  and  cocoa,  lince  1 6rh  March  179^  S'219    o     o 

Ditto  on  tea,                               ditto           — —  28,885     O     O 

Ditto  on  fruit,  filk,  &c.  fince  5th  April  179^  84  11     5 
Ditto  on  hair  powder  certificates,    fince  5th  May 

179s                 .  7SV269     o     o 

Ditto  on  fweets,  fince  23d  February  1795          —  1,462     o    o 

Ditto  on  wines,  fince  ditto                               ■*  221,808     o    o 
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I.       /•    i. 

Money  paid    by   MeiTrSf    Fludycr, 

and  Co.  on  account  of  cloaihing 

fold  for  Gbvcrnmcnt  —  1 2^706  o  6 
Ditto  paid  by  Charles  Goddard,  £fq. 

Agent  for  Upper  Canada  —  ^*553  ^^  o 
Ditto  paid  by  William  Bradlhaw  Clin- 
ton«    on  account  of  an  annuity 

granted  anno  1 746  30    o    o 

Impreft  money,  repaid  by  Abraham 

D'Aubanty  late  chief  engineer  in 

North  America  —  297  18  xi| 


Arrears  of  the  duty  on  female  fer- 

▼ants  ■ 

Ditto  Waggons        — 

Ditto  Carts          '    — 

Ditto  49th  48.  Aid,  anno  178$ 

Ditto  53d        ditto            1789 

Ditto  54th       ditto            1790 

Ditto  55th       ditto            1 79 1 

Ditto  56th      ditto            1792 


l^ 

J. 

d. 

5 

»5 

3 

I  c 

6 

0 

6 

7 

0 

^5 

I 

9l 

II 

7 

I 

17 

16 

7 

i»S77 

4 

4 

2,500 

0 

0 

»S»S87  «5    si 


4,154  iS    o 


Money  brought  to  this  account,  being  the  fum  re- 
ferved  in  the  Exchequer,  on  tlie  5th  day  ot  Apnl 
1795,  for  the  ufc  of  the  public,  in  rcfpc<5t  of  the 
annuities  for  the  nominees  appointed  by  theLfOrds 
of  the  Treafury,  purfuant  to  an  a^  30  Geo.  III. . 
Regis  •    \     ■  ■  ■  129230  16  .  4f 


/•  3»907»i36   '6    li 


Exchequer, 
the  1  jth  day  ot  April  1796. 


JAMES  FISHER. 
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•    -  . 

An  Account  of  the  Income  of  the  Confolidatcd   Fund^  for  the 

quarter  ending  loth  Odobcr  1795- 


Confolidatcd  duties  of  cudofhs 

Ditto  cxcife 

Ditto  flamps       .  — 

Ditto  fait  — 

Ditto  letter  money 

Seizures  fincc  25th  06lobcr  1760 

Profcrs  ditto         — 

Compotitions  ditto 

Rent  of  aluin  mines    ditto  — * 

Duty  on  male  fcrvants,  fincc  5th  July   1785         — 

Deduction  of  6d.  per  lib.  on  pcnfions,  iince  24th 

June  lyii  —  ■ 

Ditto  18.  on  falaiies  and  pcnfions,  . 

fincc  5 th  April  1758  —  — ' 

Duty  on  houfes  and  windows,  fincc  loth  October 

1766  ■  — —  — 

Ditto  on  inhabited  houfcs,  fincc  cth  July  1779 
Ditto  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  fincc  23d  Jul\'  17 10 
Ditto  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  fince  xft  Auguft 

Ditto  on  horfes,- fincc  igth  September  1784  — 
Ditto  on  four-wheel  carriage^,  fince  $th  July  1785 
Ditto  on  two-wheel  carriages  ditto  — 

Ditto  on  Britiih  fpirits,  fincc  5th  January  1791 
Ditto  on  foreign  fpirits,  fijice  ditto  -^- 

Refervedout  of  bills  and  receipts,  fince  ifi  Auguft 

1791  —7—  —  

Duty  on  Britifti  fpirits,  fincc  2 1  ft  February  1794 

Ditto  foreign  ditto,  fmcc        ditto  

Ditto  on  attornies  articles,  fince  5th  February  1794 
Ditto  on  bricks  and  tiles  (ezcife),  fince  28th  March 

1794.  —  — 

Ditto  (cuftoms),  fincc  ditto 

Ditto  on  flatcs,  fioncs,  &c.  fince  9th  May  1794 
Ditto  on  paper  (cxcife),  fincc  5th  April  1794         — 

Surplus  of  ditto  * 

Duty  on  paper  (cuftoms),  fince  ditto 

Ditto  on  glafs,  fincc  ditto  — 

Ditto  on  diftillcrs  licences,  fincc  ditto 

Surplus  of  ditto  • 

Duty  on  Britifii  fpirits,  fince  23d  February  1795 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto  ■ 

Ditto  oncofi'eb  and  cocoa,  fincc  16th  March  1795 

Ditto  on  tea  ditto  ■    ■ 

Ditto  on  fruit,  filk,  &c.  — 

Ditto  on  hair  powder  certificates,  fincc  ^th  May  1 795 
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Ditto  on  fweets,                          fiace  ditto        —  2,9$4 

Ditto  on  wines,   ^  ^                      fince  ditto        --«  35^»736 

Ditto  on  (hip policies                ■■                      — -  x6,o J9  19 

Ditto  on  additional  receipts               ^-^                •«  4*204 

Ditto  on  additional  ftatnps               —               ^^  81713  1$    8 

Ditto  on  coals,  fince  jth  July  179$           ««-»  71  ^4    2 

Arrean  of  the  duty  on  female  fenrants    94    o  oi 

Ditto  »    —               waggons           81    9  3I 

Ditto  -^               carts        —      73  17  xij 

Ditto  •—               men  fervants, 

anno  1777        — —           — -           9    9 

Ditto  ^Tjidi  48.  aid,  anno  1789    679  18  $ 

Ditto  jcth  45.  aid,  anno  1791     600  17  ai 

Dino  56th  41.  aid,  anno  1792  4,646    5  of 


6,26j  16  11} 


iC*4»457»S«3  IS    9} 


Ezcliequer, 
the  I  Jlh  day  of  Apffl  1 796.  James  Fiskis« 
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786                    PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoki. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income  of  the  Confolidated  Fund,  for 
the  quarter  ending  on  the  5th  January  1 795. 

£•         J.  d. 

Confolidated  duties  of  cuftoms              -                      1,03  3i 776    8  6 

Ditto               —        excife                       i»533902i    5  6{ 

Ditto                —        flamps                —              200,505    o  o 

Ditto               —        on  fait                       —  *  96,644  ij  5 J 

Ditto                —        letter  money                — -  78,000    o  0 

Seizures,  fince  3  5th  October  1 760               ; —  2,000    0  o 

Profers,  fince  ditto                ■     ■-                       —  33  '4  S 

Rent  of  allum  mines,  fince  ditto                «             ■  —  — 

Corapofitions,  fince  ditto            — —                    -«  ..56 
Dedu^on  of  6d«  per  lib.  on  penfions^  &c.  fince  24th 

June  172 1                 ■                                      —  16,000    o  o 
Ditto              IS.             on  falaries  and  penfions,  fince 

5th  April  1758               —                   —  12,51912  oj 

Duty  on  noiifes  and  windows,  fince  xothO<^obcr  1766  98,16  c    7  0 

Inhabited  houfes^  fince  5th  July  1779            —  3^146    2  8| 

Duty  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  fince  23d  June  1710  i^ooo    o  0 
Ditto  on  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  fince  xft  Augufl 

1711                -^—                               ■  4,000    o  0 

Ditto  on  male  fer?ants,  fince  5th  July  1785        —  28,249  18  il 

IXtto  on  horfes,  fince  29th  September  1784        —  30,778    810 

Ditto  on  four*whee]ed  carnages,  fince  5th  July  1785  40,136  15  ii| 

Ditto  on  two -wheeled  carriages,            ditto  '3'^^S     ^  S 

Licences  for  felling  lottery  tickets  1 794           '■    ■  I5748    2  8 

Duty  on  Britifli  foirits,  fince  5th  January  1 791  1,064    o  0 

Ditto  on  foreign  ipirits,  fince  ditto                —  '^9^637    o  0 
Referred  out  of  bills  of  exchange  and  receipts,  fince 

iftAugu{li79i                —  32»iSO    o  0 

Duty  on  Britifli  fpirits,  fince  2 ifl  February  1794  f,ooo    o  0 

Foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto                 ■     ■'  289494    o  0 

Atromies  articles,  fince  5th  February  1 794  2,831    0  o 
Bricks  and  tiles,  (excifc),  fince  28th  March 

1794            ^—  26,044    o  0 

Ditto                  (cuftoms),  fince  ditto  50    o  0 

Slates,  flones,  &c.  fince  9th  May  1794  2,081   12  4 

Paper,  (excife),  fince  5th  April' 1794  x8»7So    o  0 

Surplus  of  ditto                —  21,210    o  0 

Duty  on  paper,  (cuftoms),  fince  ditto                —  100     2  11 

Glafs,  fince  17th  April  1794              —  9»S77     o  ° 

Di ill  Hers  licences,  fince  ditto              ■  9,000    o  0 

Surplus  of  ditto                — ^  22,000    o  o 

Duty  on  Britifli  fpirits,  fince  23d  February  1795  .^»42i     o  0 

Foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto                —  28,307     o  o 

Cocoa  and  coffee,  fince  i6th  March  1795  79^89    o  0 

Tea                               ditto                —  56,912    o  o 

Fruit,  filk,  &c.  fince  5th  April  1795  4*»977  '7  * 

Coals,  fince  5th  July  1795              —  85     i  6 

Hair  powder  certificates,  fince  5th  May  x  795  6, 1 67    o  • 


o 
0 
0 


DEBATES.  . 

Duty  on  Wines,  findc  2jd  Februaiy  1795        — 
Sweets,  fince  ditto  —  — 

Ships  policies,  (ince  jtk  July  179^ 
Receipts »  fince  ditto.  ■ 

Stamps,  fioce  ditto  » 

Compofitions  paid  by  the  Banlc  of  England,  in  lieu  of 

damp  duties  on  notes  and  bills  ifTued  by  them 
Arrears  of  the  51ft  4s.  aid,  anno  1791  «— 

Impred  money,  repaid  by  Jofeph  Smith,  £r<|« 
Money  repaid  by  William  Henry  Milbume,    Efq. 

Sheriff  • ■■ 

Money  brought  to  this  account,  being  the  fum  re- 
ferred in  the  Exchequer  on  the  loth  October  t795f 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public  in  refpe^i  to  the  annuities 
for  the  nominees  appointed  bv  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafuo',  purfuant Tan  aft  30  Geo.  III.      - 
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jf.3,830,081    7    9^ 


Exchequer, 
the  xjth  day  df  April  1796. 


JAMES  FISHER. 
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794  fARLIAMENTARY,  [Commohi. 


An  Account  of  the  Income  of  the  ConfoHdatcd  Fund,  for  the 

quarter  ending   5th  April  1796. 

CoBfolidatcd  duties  of  cuftoms               .— .  7 $393^    o* 

^f"*^                           fait        ~               —  1,6,798     3  zoi 

^"5^0                            letter  money                —  134,000 

Seizures,  CnccijthOaoberi 760             — *  i,poo      • 

Profers,  fincc  ditto                -                x  i     i     i 

Coropofitioos,  fince  ditto                —          —  068 
Dcduaion  of  6d.  pc»  lib.  on  penfions,  &c.  fincc  24th 

June  17  21            _               _  5^^  J, 

i^tto        It.  on  fahrics  and  penfions,  fincc 

Sth  April  1758               3,500  . 

i^uty  on  houfesand  windows,  fince  loth  Oftober  1766  73,512    6     4I 

^itto  <Mi  mhabite^d  houfcs,  fince  cth  July  1779  ^o,^S     i     6 

Kent  of  alum  mines,  fince  25th  Oaobcr  1760        —  480 

Duty  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  fince  23d  June  1 7 1  o  800 
JAtto  on  hackney  coaches  and   chairs,    fincc   xft 

Auguft  1711             ,  _           _  5,500 

I^itto  on  male  ferrants,  fince  tth  July  1 78c        —  13,833  1 3 

l^tto  on  horfes,  fincc  29th  September  1784        ~  -  17,912  14 

i^tto  on  four-wheeled  carriages,  fince  Cth  July  178^  28,600  17 

^,tto  on  two- wheeled  ditto,          fincc  ditto        —  5,863  x6    « 

Wtto  on  fugar,  fince  nth  April  1701                —  016    6     cl 

Ditto  on  Britifii  fpirits,  fince  5th  January  1 791  N  2, 2 30 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince        ditto            ! zb^dl 

l^itto  on  bills  of  exchange  and  receipts,  fince  ift 
Auguft,79i  *'        _ 

Ditto  on  game  duty,  fince  ift  July  1791  -,,796 

l^Uto  of  lol.  per  cent,  on  aflcflcd  taxes,  fince  cth 

April  i79r                ,0,198    9  111 

^ittoon  Britifii  fpirits,  fince  2  ift  February!  794  12,871 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince  ditto              28,205 

J^jttoon  attdrnicfi  articles,  fince  5th  February  1794  6,201 
.  Ditto  00  bricks  and  tiles  (cuftoms),  fince  28th  March 

^''^       ^                     (excifoTfince  ditto          ^  M92   '^    ^ 

i^itto  on  flates,  ftones,  &c.  fince  9th  May  1794  1,078    o     SI 

l^ittoon  paper  (cufioms),  fince  5th  April  1794  1,681  i^     8 

Ditto  on  ditto  (excife),'fince  ditto               ill  x8  7C0 

Surplus  of  ditto               'III 

Duty  onglafs,  fince  17th  April  1795            ,  ,,950 

Ditto  on  Britifh  fpirits,  fince  23d  February  1705  X2,24r 

Ditto  on  foreign  ditto,  fince        ditto                —  2830! 

Ditto  on  cocoa  and  cofice,  fince  i6th  March  1705  3.  rlx 

Ditto  on  tea                       fincc  ditto        ^^^  48,778 

Ditto  on  fruit,  filk,  &c.  fincc  jth  April  179s  ^,8x4    8    5 


DEBATES.  J9S 

Ditto  on  coalt,  fincc  5th  July  — -         — .       35    9    'i 

Ditto  on  hair  powder  certificates  fince  $th  May  179J  3f9oo 

Ditto  on  wine,  fincc  23d  February  1795        —  199*737 

Ditto  on  fweets,  fince  ditto               -r—   ^        —  2,()2Z 

Ditto  on  ihip  policies,  fince  $th  July  179$  171262 

Ditto  on  receipts,  fince  ditto                —  i»547 

Ditto  on  fbmps,  fince  ditto               «—               —  i®»329 

Ditto  on  tobacco  and  fnufis,  fince  7th  December  179$  40,338 

Ditto  on  horfe  dealers  licences,  fince  ditto            —  240 

Ditto  on  fait,  fincc  .5th  January  1 796       *        —  8,000 

Arrears  of  49th  48.  aid,  anno  1785                — *  49  16    2 

Ditto  of  5Cth  4$.  aid,  anno  1791    '     —a—            ^-.  24     z     6{ 

Ditto  of  50th  4s.  aid,  anno  1792               *-.-  39OOO 

Ditto  of  {7th  4s.  ud,  anno  1793            «*           •—  10,058    i     2^ 

^.3,427,683  14    I 


Exchequer, 
the  15  th  day  of  April  179^  James  Fishei^. 
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An  AccouMT  of  the  total  Value  of  the  Imports  into,  and  Ex- 
ports  from  Great  Britain^  in  the  laft  ten  years^  diftingiiiihing 
each  year- 

IMPORTS.  EXPORTS. 

1786  15,766,072  7  5  i6,'^05,866    8     2 

1787  17,804,0x4  16  I  16,869,789    6    6 

1788  18,027,170  I  3  18,124,072  15    9 

1789  17,821,102  10  7  I9»3409S48  17    7 

1790  19,130,886  5  3  20,120,121  17     2 

1791  19,669,782  13  7  22,731,995     7     3 

1792  19,659,358  6  7  24,905,200    3     5 

1793  19,256,717  9  8  20,390,180    6  10 

1794  22,288,894  —  5  26,748,083     8  10 

1795 r«^7>^7o»553  —    5 

THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpedor  General's  OfHcc,  Infpcftor  General  of  the 

Cuflom-Houfc,  Xiondon,  Imports  and  Exports  of 

April  1 2th,  1796.  Great  Bri(^ain. 

Note.  The  importation  of  Goods  from  the  Eafl-Indies  are  not  brought 
to  account  at  the  Cudom  Houfe  until  fix  months  after  the  date  of  each 
fliip's  report ;  and  as  feveral  of  the  (hips  did  not  arrive  lad  year  until 
the  month  of  December,  therefore  the  account  of  the  value  of  the  Im* 
ports  from  India  for  that  year  cannot  as  yet  be  giren. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  CUS- 
TOMS, EXCISE,  STAMPS,  and  INCIDENTS,  refpcc- 
tively,  for  one  Year,  ended  the  loth  Day  of  Odober  1795  ; 
diftinguifhing  (as  far  as  poHible)  in  each  Branch,  the  Produce 
on  every  feparate  Article,  the  Duties  on  which  have  amounted 
to  one  thoufand  pounds,  or  morc>   in  the  four  Quarters  of  the 

faid  Year,  viz. 
The  total  produce  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  for  one 

year,  ended  the  ibth  day  of  Odtober  17959  as  per 

accompt  —  3,412,255     6    8| 

Ditto  of  the  excife  for  one  year,  ended  ditto  (cxclu- 

five  of  586,839!.  lis,  the  produce  of  the  annual 

malt  diyics)  as  per  accompt  ^9739«o<3  '*     f} 

Ditto  of  the  iWmp  duties  for  one  year,  ended  ditto, 

as  per  accompt  —  —  14609,906  19    3I 

Ditto  of  incidents  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  for 

one  year,  ended  ditto,  as  per  accompt        —        1,940,331  13    o| 


1^ 


15,701,507  to  10 
Memorandum* — To  the  above  ftim  of  3j4X2f255L  6s.  8|d.  the  produce 
of  the  duties  of  cuiloms,  ihould  be'added  ii2,9i8L  18s.  4d«  the 
amount  of  the  payments  in  the  feveral  ports  for  bounties  for  rufin^ 
fcamen,  purfuant  to  a^  of  the  35th  of  the  King. 
Memorandum. — In  the  fum  of  1,940,331!.  13s.  o|d.  fiated  as  the  amount 
of  incidents  at  the  Exchequer,  is  included  24,1751.  12s,  ad*  bei^ 
the  amount  of  imprefb  and  other  monies  paid  within  the  above 
period. 
Prefented,  purfuant  to  an  a£t  of  the  a7th  year  of  his  prdeot  MajeAy^ 
reign,  the  xoth  day  of  NoTcmbcx  J  795}  by 
i  GEORGE  ROSE* 


DEBATES,  Sir 

An  ACCOMPT  of  all  additions  which  have  been  made  to  the  annual 
charge  of  the  PUBLIC  DEBT,  by  the  intereil  or  annuities  for  or 
on  account  of  any  loan  which  hath  been  made«  or  any  annuities 
which  have  been  created,  fubfequent  to  the  pafGng  of  an  a^  of  the 
27th  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  "  An  aft  for 
'*  repealing  the  feveral  duties  of  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  granting 
**  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  applying  the  faid  duties^ 
•*  together  with  the  other  duties  compofin^  the  public  revenue  ; 
*'  for  permitting  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  aad 
*'  merchandize,  the  produce  or  manufaflure  of  the  European  do- 
<*  minions  of  the  French  King,  into  this  kingdom;  ana  for  ap- 
**  plying  certain  unclaimed  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  for 
«*  the  payment  of  annuities  on  Uvea,  to  the  redaftion  of  the  na- 
"  tionaldebt/' 

By  virtue  of  an  afl  29th  George  3d,  the  fum  of 
187,000!.  was  raifed  by  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
7U  9s.  9d«  per  cent,  per  annum*  for  the  term.of  1 8 
years  and  3  quarters,  from  the  5th  day  of  April  i789» 
and  then  to  ceafe ;  which  annuities  were  direfted  bv 
the  faid  aft  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  dock 
with,  certain  annuities  granted  by  two  afts  of  the  1 8th 
and  1 9th  years  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  payable  half- 
yearly  at  tf";  Bank  of  £ngland,  and  charged  npon  the 
confolidated  fund;  the  amount  whereof,  with  the 
charges  of  management  for  the  fame,  for  the  year  end- 
ed the  joth  of  Oftober  1795,  was  ■     ■  ^4»^$9    *  ^o 

By  virtue  of  one  other  aft  of  the  {ame  feflion,  the  fum 
of  1,002,5001.  was  direfted  to  be  raifed  by  annuities 
on  lives*  with  the  benefit  of  fnrvivorfhip,  diftribated 
into  claffes,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer,  and 
charged  upon  the  confolidated  fund  (but  by  certain 
perfons  neglefting  to  complete  their  whole  payments 
a  deficiency  was  occafioned,  whereby  the  ium  on 
which  the  annuities  were  granted  amounted  to  the 
fum  of  1,002,099} ;  part  of  which  (aid  annuities,  by 
an  aft  of  the  30th  year  of  His  faid  Majefty's  rei^n* 
were  converted  into  annuities  for  a  certain  term  ofo^ 
years  and  one  quarter,  from  the  loth  day  of  Oftober 
1 790,  and  were  direfted  by  the  faid  aft  to  be  added 
to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  certain  annuities 
granted  by  two  afts  of  Parliament,  of  the  firft  and 
Second  years  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  and 
leveral  fubfequent  afts,  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land;  viz. 

The  charge  for  the  annuitiet  on  lives, 
payable  at  the  Exchequer,  for  one 
year,  from  the  loth  day  of  Oftober 
1794  to  £he  lothday  of  Oftober  1795  42,862     1     o 

Whereof  has  been  referved  at  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  and 
carried  to  the  con- 
folidated fond,  in 


8ia  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

rcfpcdl  of  the  no- 
minees appointed 
by  the  commiflion- 
crsofthetreafury, 
for  the  quarter 
ended  the  5  th  day 

Of  Julv  1795  —  Ji^JJo  16  4| 
Referved  alio  at  the 
Exchequer,  to  be 
carried  to  the  con- 
folidated  fund ,  for 
the  quarter  which 
will  end  the  5th 
day  of   January 

1796        12,232  13     7J 

—  24*463  10    o| 

Whereby  the  charge  to  the  public  is 

reduced  to  —  18,398  xo  iij 

The  charge  for  annuities  and  manage- 
ment, payable  at 
the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, fot  the  an . 
nuities  to  continue 
69  years  and  one 
quarter,  for  one 
year,  ended  the 
lothdayof  Odo- 
ben  795        ~      24,639     7     1 

1  ne  charge  incurred 
byGeorgeAtwood 
Efq.  Infpedlor  of 
the  tontine  certi- 
ficates, to  defray 
tlie  expcnce  at- 
tending the  execu- 
tion of  the  above- 
mentioned  ads  of 
Parliament    — —  700    o    ©  1 1  ^ 

The  charge  for  the 
clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the 
pells,  for  their  fer- 
vice  in  executing 
the  faid  ads,  for 

one    year,     end-  ^  *•  * 

ed  the   loth  day 
ofOftoberi795  '—         880    o     o 

1  o  the  ulher  ot  the 
Exchequer,  for  ne- 
ceflarics  furnilhcd 
the  offices  for  ma- 
naging thefe  an- 
nuities, in  the  year 
T.dcd  the  faid  iorh 
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day  of  Oaober 

179s  .  •—  696    IX      9 

'    ■  26,915  18  II 

45,314    9  loj 

59,473  iz  8i 
By  virtue  of  an  aft  33dGeorge  3d,thc  fum  of  4,500,000!. 
uras  borrowed  fot  the  fervice  of  the  year  1793,  the 
contributors  whereof  were  entitled  for  every  7  2I.  con- 
tributed and  paid,  to  lool.  capital  dock,  after  the 
rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  per  annum,  amounting  to 
6,2  co,oool.  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint 
ftocK  with,  the  3  per  centum  annuities,  confolidated 
by  afts  25th,  28th,  29th  3 2d,  and  33d.  George  2d, 
and  feveral  (ubfequent  afts,  to  commence  from  the 
5th  day  of  January  1793. 
The  charge  in  refpedl  of  the  fame,  for  one*year's  annuity 

and  management,  amounts  to  —  -»  — .  190,312  10  • 
In  purfuance  of  an  aft  3  2d  George  3d,  cap.  55.  direft- 
ing  the  one  hundredth  part  of  any  loan  or  capital  ' 
flock  created  after  pafling  the  faid  aft,  there  is  fet 
•<apart  at  the  Exchequer,  in  refpeft  to  the  faid  capital  of 
6,2co,oooL  and  iffued  quarterly  to  the  Bank  offing- 
land,  to  be  by  them  placed  fo  the  accoi^nt  of  the 
commidipners  for  reducing  the  national  debt,  the  an« 
aual  fum  of       —        —        —  —        —     62,500    o    o 

252,812  10    O 


An  ACCOMPT  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  impofcdfor  the  pufpofe 
of  defraying  the  increafed  charge  occaiioned  by  the  annuities  grant- 
ed in  purfuance  of  the  following  afts ;  viz.  An  aft  of  the  29th 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  prcfent  Majefty,  intitled,  "An  aft  for 
**  jraifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  way  of  annuities ;"  and  of 
one  other  aft  of  the  fame  feflion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An 
aft  for  raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  way  of  annuities,  at- 
tended with  the  benefit  of  furvivorfhip,  in  claffes  ;"  part  of 
which  annuities  were,  by  an  aft  30th  George  3d,  cap.  45^  con- 
verted into  annuities  for  an  abfolute  term  of  years ;  viz* 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  horfes,  granted 
from  the  cth  day  of  July  1789,.  for  one  year,  ended 

the  lothday  of  Oftobcr  1795            —        —  'Si^Sy  18  nj 
Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  carriages,  granted  from 

ditto,  for  the  fame  time             .  — —         —  16,434  14    4 
Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  newfpapers,  granted 

from  the  lil  day  of  Auguft  1789,  for  the  fame  time  39*035  19     ^ 
Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  advertifements,  ditto     .  1 1,7  50     2     o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  cards,  ditto        —  5,656    3     o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  dice,  ditto         —  388  10    o 
Ditto  of  the  duties  oh  legacies  or  (hares  of  perfonal 

eftates,  ditto            —            —                —  7*72  7     o    o 

Ditto  of  the  Duties  on  probates  of  wills  ditto  36,605    o    o 
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The  amount  of  the  charges  for  anooities,  kc,  as  on  the 
other  fide  — •  — —  -^        $9>47S  la    S| 

Snrplus  of  thefc  daties  for  the  year  ended  the  xoth  of 
Odobcr  1795   '  —  —  73»4i^  «4    "f 

Memorandatn 

In  the  year  i'jSq  the  tax  onihopa  was  repealed; 
which  proauced,  upon  a  medium  of  5  yean» 
about  5 1  joool.  per  annum. 

An  ACCOMPT  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  direaed  by  an  aa  53d 
Georgt  ^dt  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  confblidated  fund  in  itf* 
pedl  of  the  charge  thereupon  by  the  annuity  and  management  on 
6,2 jo^oooL payable  out  of  the  faid  fund;  viz. 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  Britilh  fpirits, 
continued  by  the  above-mentioned  aft*  in  the  year 

ended  the  lothof  OAober  1795 119*043    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  fpirits^  con* 

tinned  by  ditto  for  the  lame  time  —  xo7»x5i     o    o 

2z6»i94    o    o 
Deficiency  of  tins  fund  to  iatufy  the  charge  per  contra     z6^i8  10    o 


2{2«8i2  10    b 


By  virtue  of  an  a^  34th  George  3d,  the  fum  of  i  i,ooo,oooL  was  bor- 
rowed fi»r  (he  ferviae  of  the  year  1794,  upon  the  following  terms ; 
viz. 

The  contributors  to  be  entitled,  for  every  tool,  con- 
tributed and  paid,  to  looU  capital,  at  3  per  cent,  per 
ann.  to  commence  from  the  ^ch  of  January  1704*  to 
be  added  to,  and  made  one  ioiut  ibck  with,  ju  per 
cent,  annuities,  confblidated  by  a6b  2$th,  sSth,  agtfa, 
3  ad,  and  33d,  George  2d,  and  feveral  fubfequent 
adts:  which  for  one  year,  ended  the  5th  of  July 
1795,  with4,9;ol.  per  annum  for  management,  —  334*9^0    o    • 

And  to  an  additional  capital  of  25U  at  4I.  per  cent, 
per  anhum,  to  commence  from  the  lotb  of  Odober 
1793,  making  a  capiul  fiock  of  2,7^0,000].  to  be 
added  to\  and  made  one  joint  fiock  with,  the  capital 
fiock  of  41,  per  cent,  annuities,  efiabltfiied  by  2  a&s  of 
the  2ifi  and  2 2d  years  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent 
.  Majefty,  and  feveral  fubfequent  a6?s ;  which  for  one 
year's  annuity,  together  with  I9237L  ros.  for  the 
chargeiofmanagement,  due  ioth06h>ber  17^5  11 1, 537  xo    o 

And  alfo  to  an  annuity  of  iis.  jd.  per  cent,  on  the 
faid  ii,odo,eool.  to  commence  from  the  faid  xoth 
October  1793,  to  continue  for  the  term  of  66  years 
and  ^  months,  and  to  be  added  to  the  joint  fiock  of 
annuities,  which  by  2  adis  of  the  ifiand  2d  yeaisof 
the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty  were  granted  for 
98  and  99  years,  from  the  jthofjanuary  1761,  and 
the  5th  of  January  1761  rcfpedtiyely,  and  thoa  to 
ceafc  {  which  annuity  for  one  year,  together  with 
706I.  8s.  i-id.  for  charcres  of  manatremenr.  due  fKr 
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In  ptirfuwicc  of  thca6t  of  the  32d  George  3d,  direftinff 
the  onc-hundrcdth  part  of  any  loan  or  capital  {lock 
created  after  paffing  the  faid  a^,  there  is  let  apart  at 
the  Exchequer,  in  refpedt  of  the  faid  xi,ooo,00o1« 
in  3I.  percent,  annuities,  and  ilTued  quarterly  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  carried  tothc  ac- 
conipt  of  the  commiffioncr^  for  reducing  the  national 
debt,  the  annual  fum  of  '    ■  *  — —  x  io,o«0    O    o 

And  in  rcfpcd  ot  the  capital  of  2,75o,o«ol.  in  4I.  per 
cent/annuitie?,  created  by  the  faid  a£t  34th  George 
3d,  the  farther  annual  fum  of  ■  27,500    o    o 

And  alfoin  refpcdt  of  the  future  annual  ralue  of  the  an- 
nuities granted  for  66  years  and  3  months,  at  the  1 
end  of  45  years,  the  farther  annual  fum  of        -^        9,680    o    O 


656,865  II    si 

By  2  a6ts  34th  George  3d,  for  grant- 
ing annuities  in  lieu  of  certain  navy 
and  vidtualling  bills,  fuch  proprie- 
tors of  navy  and  viftualling  bills  as 

were  made  out  on  or  before  the  3 1  ft 
of  March  1793,  who  fhould  deliver 

■p  tkeir  bills  to  be  cancelled,  were 

to  be  entitled,  for  every  icol.  con- 
tained in  fuch  bills,  to  a  capital  of 

loil.  in  annuities  at  5I.  percent. 

per  annum,   to  be  added  to,   and 

made  one  joint  ftock  with,  certain 

5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  ellabliflied 

by  2  a<5ts  of  the  24th  and  2  5th  years 

of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty, 

and  to  commence  from  the  ^rh  of 

January  1794,  whereby  an  addition 

was  made  to  the  faid  capital  flock  of 

cl.  per  centum  annuities,  granted 

by  the  faid  a6tb  of  the  24th  and  2  5th 

George  3d,  of  1,926,525!.  I2s«  jd* 

the  annuity  payable  for  the  fame, 

together  with  8b61.  i8s.  8|d.  for 

chargcsof  management,  amounts  to  97,193    4     3§ 
Purfuant  to  the  above-mentioned  adt 

of  the  3 2d  George  3d,  diredingthe 

one-hundredth  part  of  any  loan  or 

cs^tal  (lock  created  after  paffing 

the  faid  a£l,  there  is  fet  apart  at  the 
'  Exchequer,  in  refpeA  of  the  £ud 

capital  of  1,926,52^1.  12s.  5d.  and 

liTued  quarterly  to  tne  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, to  be  by  them  carried  to  the 

accompt  of  the  commiffioners  for 

rednciog  the  national  debt}  the  an- 
nual fum  of  —  —        i9»265    y    o 

?  116,458    9    3I 
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The  produce  of  the  following  duties,  granted  or  continued  by  fundiy 
afti  of  Parliament  of  the  34ih*year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jcfty,  for  defraying  the  increafed  charge  on  the  confolidated Jund  by 
annuities,  &c.  eflabltdied  by  feveral  at^s  34th  George  3d,  for  one 
year,  ended  the  lotb  day  of  October  17^5  j  vi*. 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  Biitiih  fpirits, 
granted  from  the  zid  of  February  1794        —         110,209    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  fpirlts,  granted 

from  ditto ^         t*i>733     ^    © 

Ditto  mf  the  ftamp  duties  on  indentures  of  Clerkfhips  to 
Solicitors  aiid  Attornies,  granted  from  the  5th  of 
February  1794  ■  ■  i6>t9S  '3    ' 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  of  ex- 
cife  on  bricks  and  tiles,  granted 
from  the  2  8th  of  March  1 794  S4y  2  79    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  of  cuf- 
corns  on  bncks  and  tiles,  granted 
fipom  ditto  *  -■  ■  360    o    o 

, — I V 54*^39    o    • 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  glafs,  granted  from  the 

i7thof  April  1794  — ^  —  S^*S9^    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  flate,  fionc,  and  marble,  granted 

from  the  5th  of  July  1 794  ■  16,278  11     6 

Ditto  of  the  duties  of  ezcife  on  diftilleries,  and  of  li- 
cences to  diflillep  in  Scotland,  after  deducting  there- 
!from  the  annual  fum  of        »-  36,000    o    o    42,000  ^  o    o 

Ditto  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  paper, 
granted  from  the  5th  of  April  1 794  1 3  7,996    o    o  ^ 

Ditto  of  the  duties  of  cudoms  on#pa- 
per,  granted  from  ditto        —  4>ti3    6  lo 

m 

142,109    6  10 
Dedua 
The  annual  fum  diret^ed  by  an  a6l 
34th  George  3d,  Gap.  20.  to  be 
fct  apart  out  of  the  duties  on  paper, 
to  be  carried  to  the  confolidated'* 
iund        —  —  7J>ooo    o    o 

-_     67,109    6  10 

484,7c6  II  10 
Deficiency  of  this  fund  to  anfwer  the  charge  per  contra  288,567     8  11 


773>3M    o    9 

Memorandum; 

The  following  duties  being  applicable  to  the  payment  of  principal  and 
intereft  of  Excheciuer  bills,  to  the  amount  of  i,833»oool.  iflued  pur- 
fuant  to  an  a6t  311I  George  3d,  for  defraying  the  expences  •ccafioned 
by  the  augmentation  of  the  forces  in  the  year  1790,  of  which  bills 
there  were  cancelled,  on  the  loth  of  Odiobair  179$,  1,701,0001.; 
When  the  remaining  132,0001.  with  the  intereft  thereon,  ihall  becUf- 
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The  produce  of  the  duties  on  fugar,  in  the  year  ended 
the  lothof  Oftobcr  179s,  was  '96,371   »9    7 

Ditto  of  the  ftamp  duty  on  certificates  iffued  for  killing 

game^  in  the  lame  time  ■-  16,023     9     1 

Ditto  of  the  deities  on  bills  and  receipts,  in  the  fame 
time  (after  deducting  128,600  per  annum,  carried 
to  the  confoHiiated  fund)  —  —       "  38,309     8  to 

Dittoof  the  lol.  per  cent,  on  alTefled  taxes        —        94«4iS     ^     ^i 

■     — — ^— ^ 

34S»**o    *    9i 
If,  therefore,  this  fum  of  345,130!.  2s.  9|d.  is  added 

to  the  produce  of  the  taxes  impofed  in  1 794*  amount- 
ing as  hbove  to  484,7$61.  i  is.  lod.  it  will  make  the 
produce  of  all  the  taxes  impofed  and  continued,  in 

<»   refpedtof  the  addition  made  to  the  public  debt  in  1794  829,876  14    7^ 

By  virtue  of  an  ad  jjth  George  3d,  the  fum  of  18,000,000!.^  was  bor- 

•  rowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795^  the  contributors  whereof  were 
entitled,  for  every  tool,  contributea  and  paid,  to  tool,  dock  in  annui- 
ties, at  3!.  per  cent,  to  commence  from  the  Jth  of  January  ]79$>  and 
to  be  incorporated  into,  and  made  on ^  joint  ftock  with,  the  3i'-pcr 
cent,  confolidatcd  annuities,  which  were  granted  by  ads  25th,  28th» 
a9th,  3  2d,  and  33d,  Geo.  II.  and  by  feveral  fubfequeht  2&a ;  and  alfo  to 
33!.  6s.  8d.  in  annuities,  at  4).  per  cent,  to  commencc.from  the  loth 
ot  Oftober  1794,  and  to  be  a4ded  to,  and  made  one  joint  (lock  with, 
certain  4!.  per  cent,  annuities,  eflablifhed  by  2  ^s  of  Parliament,  of 
the  20th  and  2xft  years  of  his  prefent  Majeuy's  reign,  and  by  feveral 
fVibfequent  a6is;  and  by  the  laid  ad  alfo  to  a.  farther  annuity  of  8s« 
6d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  a  certain  term  of  65  years  and  3  mpnt!is» 
to  commence  from  the  loth  of  Odol>er  1694;  ana  alfo,  by  one  otlier 
a6t  of  the  fame  feifion,  to  an  additional  duty  of  zs.  per  cent,  per  an- 
nuip  from  the  fame  time,  and  for  the  fame  term,  making  together, 
9$.  6d%  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  be  together  incorporated  into, 
and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  cenain  annuities  which  were  granted 
for  99  and  98  years,  from  the  cth  of  January  1761,  and  the  ;th  of 
Jfanuary  1762  (and  then  to  ceale,)  and  were  made  one  joint  fiock  of 
annuities  with  certain  other  annuities,  by  divers  ads  of  his  prefent 
lVfajcfty*8  reign :  All  which  feveral  annuities,  and  the  charges  attend- 
ing the  fame,  are  charged  upon  and  made  payable  out  of  the  con^. 
folidated  fi^nd ;  viz. 

The  annual  charge  in  refped  of  the  i8,ooo,oool.  at  3!. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  granted  by  the  faid  ad,  com- 
mencing from  the  cth  of  January  179^,  including 
8,  tool,  per  annum  for  management,  amounts  to         548,100    o    o 

The  annual  charge  of  the  faid  4I.  per  cent,  annuities  of 
3^1.68.8d.  for  each  lool.  contributed,  making  a  ca- 
pital of  6,ooo,oool.  commencing  from  the  loth  of 
Odober  1794,  including  2,700!.  per  annum  for  ma- 
nagement, amounts  to  — •  242,700    o     •• 

The  annual  charge  of  9s«^6d«  percent,  per  annum,  on 
thefaid  i8,ooo,oooL  commencing  from  the  faid  loth 
of  Odober  1794,  to  continue  65  years  and  3  months, 
including  96 il.  17s.  6d.  per  annum  for  manage- 
ment, amounts  to  ■  -»  86,461  17    6 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  the  (aid  i8,ooo,oool.  to  be 
fet  apart  at  the  Exchequcfi  and  iifued  to  the  Bank 
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of  Etigland,  to  be  by  tbem  carried  to  the  accomm  of 
the  comiiiiflioaerB  for  reducing  the  national  oebt, 
puVfuant  to  the  aft  5  ad  Geo.  lU.  will  amount  to  the 
annual  fum  of  —  —      ^ 

The  one-hundredth  part  of  the  laid  6»ooo,oooI.  in  4I: 
per  cent,  annuitiea,  to  be  iet  apart  at  the  Exche- 
quer, and  iflued  to  the  Bank,  to  be  carried  to  the 
accompt  of  the  iaid  commiffionen,  will  amount  to 
the  annual  fum  of  «-— 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Excheauer,  to  be 
iflTued  to  the  Bank,  and  to  be  carried  to  the  accompt 
of  the  faid  commiffionere,  in  refpeft  of  the  value  of 
the  annuities  granted  fur  6{  jean  and  3  months,  at 
the  end  of  45  jeart,  amounts  to 


i80|Ooo    •    o 


—         60,000    o    o 


By  an  ad  jjtii  Georee  3d,  for  grant- 
ing annuuies  to  latisfy  na?y^  and 
vietualUng  bills,  fuch  pruprieton 
of  navy  and  TiAuallin^  bills  as  were 
made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  of 
September  1 7^1,  who  fliould  delit 
▼er  up  their  bius  to  be  cancelled, 
were  entitled,  for  every  lOoKcon* 
tained  in  fuch  bills,  to  a  capital  of 
io81.  in  annuitiesi  after  the  rate  of 
5U  per  cent,  per  annum,  co  com* 
mence  from  the  cth  of  January 
.179J,  and  to  be  added  tp,  and  ma^ 
one  joint  fiock  with,  certain  annui» 
ties  eflabliihed  by  the  ads  a^xlu 
a  5th,  and  34th  years  of  His  Mbje^ 
ty*s  reign«  whereb;^  an  additioa 
was  made  to  the  capital  of  cl.  per 
cent,  annuities,  granted  bv  the  lai^ 
ads,  of  1,609,8971.^  I  j9.  xcL  the  an* 
mial  fum  payable  in  relied  of  the 
lame  amounu  to  «— — 

And  for  management  of  the  fame,  to 
the  annual  fum  of 


«*t?3$    o    o 
1,130,096  17    t 


80,494  1;  10 

7H    9    « 

81,219    6  II 


The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the 
Exchequer,  in  refoed  of  the  one 
hundredth  part  of  the  faid  ci^tal  of 
1 ,609,8971. 1 7s.  X  d.purfuant  to  the 
abore-mentioned  ad  of  the  3  ad 
George  3d,  will  amount  to        —  16,098  19    6 

/  -97^3 '»    *    J 

X»227y4i;      3    II 

The  produce  of  the  following  duties,  granted  by  fundi^  ads  of  nirlia« 
ment  of  the  3  $th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  preien  t  Majeuy,  for  defrsying 
the  bcreafed  chaxge  on  the  confoUdated  fund,  in  tefped  of  die  an. 
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nultics,  &c*  eftabliflied  by  the  afts  35th  George  3^/  ftoin  the  com- 

mcncement  of  the  (aid  duties  to  the  10th  day  of  p£loher  1795;  ^2* 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  wines,  granted 

from  the  a3d  of  February  1795  """".  S9I1876    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  iweetSt  from  ditto  4»4i6    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  Britifli  fpirits,  granted 

from  ditto  r—  ^  «^-—  ^3»777     ^    O 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  (pirits,  grant- 
ed from  ditto  ■  — '  28,076    O    o 
Ditto  6f  the  additional  duties  on  tea,  granted  from  the 

1 6th  of  March  1 79 J  -  ■*  8<f744     ^    ^ 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duties  on  coffee  and  cocoa  liuts^ 

granted  from  ditto  ■     ■  — —  9,486    O    O   ' 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  fruit,  fallad  oil,  wafte  filk,  Sec, 

granted  from  the  5th  of  April  179$  r— -         40,667  14    3 

Ditto  of  the  additional  duty  on  the  exportation  of  rock 

iaU  and  coals,  granted  from  ditto  ■  Afil^J    9    3 

Ditto  of  the  duty  on  certificates  iifued  for  ufing  hiir 

powder,  granted  from  the  jth  of  May  1795  287,08$  ij    o 

Ditto  of  the  additional  ilamp  duties  on  writs,  agree* 

ments,   indentures,  ice,  granted  from  the  5th  of 

July  1795     ..        —  .  .    8>7'J  »5    ^ 

Ditto  of  the  additional  (lamp  duties  on  receipts,  granted 

from  ditto  —  —  4»304    o    o 

Ditto  of  the  (lamp  duty  on  fea  infurances,   granted 

from  ditto  —  —  16,059  '9    * 


Ji0^f773  »3    » 


Prefeoted  purfuant  to  an  ad  of  the  i7t1i 
year  of  His  prefent  Maje(ly*s  reign, 

the  loth  November  1795,  by  G.  ROSE.      ' 

0 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Money  paid  to  tbc.diflircnt  DEPART- 
MENTS,  payable  Prom  Hia  MajeHy's  CIVIL  LIST  REVE- 
NUES|  fh>m  5th  January  1795*  to  lath  September  1795. 

For  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  HkMajedy's  pflvy  purfe, 

and  fees  payable  06  the  receipt  thereof  —        4' 9169    4    6 

To  the  Royal  family  00  their  fereral  annuities  106,8^  j    o    o 

To  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  i6 
y  His  Majedy,  for  the  .expences  of  his  office        -—        25,076  10    o 
To  the  Marouis  of  Sali(bury,  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
^     His  Maje(ty's  houfehold,  for  the  ezpences  of  the 

chamber  ■  —         $s,x$8  11     8f 

More  to  him  for  payment  of  meflengers        «— «  14,000    o    o 

More  to  him  for  gate  alms  and  maundy  money  759  10    o 

George  Talbot,   Efq.  Paymafter  of  His  Majefty's 

houfehold,  for  the  expences  of  the  houfehold  479373     7     <f 

More  to  him  for  expences  attending  the  voyage  of 

the.Prineefs  of  Wales  —  7,ooo    o    o 

To  Lord  Selfey,  Mailer  of  the  Hobes  to  His  Majefty, 

for  the  expences  of  his  office  ■        ■     ■  3»ii3  i9    o 

5  M  a 
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For  fularies  and  allowances  to  Judges,  Ambafladon, 

and  various  other  perfons,  payable  by  order  and 

debentu  re  out  of  the  ci  v  il  lift  _ 

For  penfion  lifts  now  paid  at  the  Exchequer 
FoV  tbrdgn  fecrct  fervicc  ■ 

Tor  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of 

France  ■     « 

For  His  Majcfty*s  fpecial  fervicc 
For  His  Majcfty's  fccret  fervicc 
For  payment  of  meflen'gers  and  incidental  expences 

in  ^he  offices  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State 
FoV  the  purchafe  of  feyeral  articles,  as  prefents  from 

His  Majcfty  to  foreign  AmbalTidors,  &c. 
For  the  expence  of  confining  and  maintaining  con- 

iFifts  —  

To  renmburfe  the  expence  attending   lawfuits  for 

His  Maicfty's  fcrvicfc  ■ 

To  be  paid  mrcr,  as  pen  (Ions  and  temporary  fupport 

for  American  loyalifts  ■  — 

To  the  Solicitors  for  carrying  on  the  profccution 

againft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq,  

To  the  feveral  Sheriffs  of  England  and  Wales  for 

convi6^ibn  of  felons,  &c.  ■,.... 

For  the  exptnces  attending  the  feveral  public  offices 

in  London  and  Wetlminfter  . 

To  reimburfe  fundty  incidental  expences  TAAirred  in 

His  Majcfty's  fervicc  —  

To  pay  bills  of  extra  extraordinary  difburfements 

drawn  by  Minifters  at  foreign  courts  *-^ 


l^UlMliOMS* 

^37*448   19 

Sjt9S8     I 

126,029  15 

io{ 

3 
6 

102,590     0 

16,789  17 

8000     0 

0 

4 
0 

18,874    0 

"i 

^f7S^    8 

0 

i4{i9>     7 

i 

13,000    0 

0 

34,000    0 

0 

5,000    0 

0 

4,104  19 

4i 

7.9SO    5 

3 

i3i443     7 

81 

7.6i8  16 

If 

961,295  12 

Si 

M^brandum :  ,  *      * 

In  the  fum  of  961,2951.  i  as.  e|d«  is  included  28[,452l«  is.  y^d* 
voted  by  Parliament,  in  the  laft  feffion,  to  be  replaced  to  the  ci- 
vil lift;  and  out  of  the  whole  fum  has  been  iflbed  xi  3^5851. 19s  6d. 
for  fimilar  fervices  within  the  period  of  this  account,  and  of 
which  an  account  has  been  laid  before  Parliament. 

JAMES  FISHER. 
J^^chequer,  the  3d  day 
pf  Marcft  1796* 
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An  Account  of  monqr  received  on  the  Loan  of  17959  on  tfafe  iith 

of  September  1795. 

The  money  received  on  the  Loan  of  1 7^5,  on  the  1 2th  of  Sep- 
tember 1 795,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  fixtcen  millions  fix  hundred  feventj- 
five  thouiand  pounds* 

Exchequer,  the  3d  day  of 

March  1796.  Jamss  Fishik. 

•  • 

An  Account  of  money  received  for  the  Lottery  of  x  795*  on  the  xith 

of  September  1795/ 

The  money  received  for  the  Lottery  of  179?^  on  the  lath  of  Sep- 
tember 1 79  C>  amounts  to  the  fum  of  three  hundred  ninety-three  thonfand 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence. 
Exchequer,  the  3d  day  of  '' 

March  1796.  Jambs  Fish  ex. 

•  * 

An  Account  of  what  money  had  been  ilTued  pn  the  Land  and  Malt 
lax  for  the  year  1795*  on  the  12th  of  September,  J  799. 

The  money  that  had  beeniffned  on  the  Land  and  Malt  tax  for  the 
year  179^,  on  the  izth  of  September  17059  amounts  to  the  fum  of  two 
millions  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufana  pounds. 
Exchequer,  the  3d  day  of^ 

March  1796,,.    -.:...  .  Jasijis  Fishbx.  "  ^ 

r  '  ' 

An  Account  of  what  fums^had  been  raifed  on  the  Vote  of  Ctedit  ibt 
1795^  on  the  1.2 th  of  September  i795ii. 


-'  \ 


The  fums  that  had  been. raifed  on  the  Vote  of  Credit  for  1795, 
on  the  1 2'th  of  September  1 795,  amount  to  two  millions  five  hundred 
tboofand  pounds. 

Exchequer,  the  jd  day  of  . 

March  2796.  J&mU  Fishes. 


An  Account  of  the  monies  icferved  for  the  payment  of  His  Majefty's 

Civil  Lift,  from  the  4th  of  Januaiy  1795  to  the  lathof 
1   1  .\  .r  ,  .  ;:.Sept«mbNeie  11.795;:'* 

'  o  i}i><7^^  monies  relerved  for  the  payntenL«f  Hit  Majefty's  Civil  Lift, 
from  the  4th  of  January  179;  t^thc  iath.o£Septambevx795«  amount  to 
the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  leventy-three  thouiand  five  hundred  pounds. 
Exchequer,,  j^jd  day  of       ,,  ^r     ,  '..^ 

Nbrch  1796.  .^..m;!     J\amis  Fishir* 

;      <"    {Mil;  ^)\\\u'lt\,      .  l<^   ,M  I       .  •      •    ♦ 

JO  fttTiiio:^  iCT  Ilr.if)  •"•;.(.  .*'<><'"l    n'*  ;./^  :j«ij  J»;<f'     *:\    "    '        '     - 


8ta  PARLIAMENTARY  fCoM  u  oks- 

REPORT  from  the  Committee  upon  Temportiy  Laws,  Expired 

'  or  Expiring. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  13th  M^7,  i79^» 

Tlie  following  is  a  Lift  of  the  Members  of  the  Committer. 

Charles  Abbot,  Efq.  chairman  Sir  Wilfiam  Scott 

The  Mailer  of  the  RoIU  William  Mainwanng,  Efq. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Henry  Bankes,  Efq. 

Mr.  SoKcitor  General  Thomas  Powys,  Efq. 

Mr.  Sejjeaht  Adair  T.  B.  Bramfton,  Efq. 

Right  Hon*  Charles  Towniheod  I.  H.  Browne,  Efq. 

Hon»  Henry  Hobart  Sir  A.  Fergufon,  Bart. 

HAVING  infpef^  all  the  psblk  (bitntes  of  the  realm,  ib  fiir  as  duj 
were  enabled  by  the  tranfcripts  which  appear  to  have  been  printed  from  the 
original  (latQte  rolls  and  rolls  of  Parliament^  and  by  this  i|ifpe£don'haT- 
ing  been  led  into  fome  general  confiderations  apon  the  ftattite  taw,  yoar 
Committee  conceive  it  may  be  not  unprotitable  to  ftatethem  to  the  Hoofe, 
as  preliminary  to -the  particular  conlideration  ot  the  temporary  laws,  upon 
which  they  are  .ordered  to  report  moreefpecially. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  there  is  no 
aothentic  and  entire  publication  of  the  ftatutes  ;*  that  a  very  confidembk 
noml)er  of  ftatutes,  as  well  as  claufes  and  fentences  of  ftatates,  which  are 
upon  the  original  rolls,  never  have  been  printed  at  ail  t ;  that  many,  which 


(*).  AH  the  fbtutea.  arc  contalnedi  ekber  in  the  Parliameat  rolls»  00 
datiKc  rolls. 
The  Parliament  rolls  are  depofitcd 

^  from  i8.£d.  I.  to  2  a  Ed.  1.    -    at  the  Chapter  Hoofe^Welkainfier. 
*  from  5  Ed.  II,  to  end  of  Kd«  IV.  at  the  Tower. 
from  1  Ric.  III.  downwards,      at  the  Rolls. 

N.  B*  09  H»  VL  is  at  the  Chapter  Houfe. 
TUc  Hatate  rolls  are  depofited 

irotn  6  Kd.  I.  to  8  Ed.  IV.        at  the  Tower, 
from  12  H.  VII.  downwards^     at  the  Parliament  Office. 
N.  B.  a )  £d.  L  is  at  the  Chapter  Houfe. 

Of  the  ftatute  roils  at  the  Tower,  there  is  a  complete  chronological 
calcHdar  ;  and  of  thofe  in  the  Parliament  pfice,  there  h  one  alphabetical 
caleedari  indicating  the  principal  matter  pf  each  fisitute,  ufnallj  fi^ed 
the  fitorr  calendar  $  and  there  is  alfb  anothef  chronological  calendar  of 
aE  thp  flatutes^  fetting  forth  tbe  title  of  each  at  large,  and  this  is  ftited 
the  long  calendar. 

<f  Itubnccs  of  ftatutes,  and  cliuftta&d  fentences  of  ftatotei,  upon  the 
rolls^  but  nor  printed  in  the  ftatuta  books. 
Scaiutesy 

i9£d.  III.    •        concerning  ecclefiaffical  liriogt; 
J  R.  II. n»  39*     Juftices  of  Peace. 
II  H.IV.n.  23.  .  concerning  grants  of  the  Crown. 
1 1  H.  IV.  n.  a8»    againil  corruption  in  judges. 
1 1  H.  IV.  n.  63.   agamil  attomiea. 

8  H.  VI.  n<  27.    that  the  Queen  Dowager  (baU  not  contiaA  or 

marry  without  the  King's  liceace* 
See  IPLufgr.  Cot  Lit*  tJJV 
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are  pmled  as  ft^Untes*  do  not  exift  upon  rscoid  t  or  have  not  pcopmy 
the  tof m  or  fbf c^  of  ftatutcflf ;  and  diat  the  ftatnte  law  has  through  a  fenet 


^■^ 


3  H.  VII.  c.  10,  Ob  3,    Mooejrers  notjto  debafe  the  coin; 

3  H,  VIII.  n.  io«  concerning  placing  the  Lords  in  the  P^r* 

iiament  chamber* 
Claufes,  &c. 

37  H.  in.  c.  79.  •    -    SeeNicotron*s£nglilhHiflor.Lib.p.  {»4^ 

18  Ed.  IIL  St.  6.  c.  I.  See  4  Burr.  2S49- 

25  Ed.  Ill,  St.  6«  See  2  Ind.  {88,  on  the  fiatute  of  proTirots, 

4  H.  IV.  c.  23.    -    -  See  i  Rep.  in  CHuncery.    Appendix.  X. 

And  fee  Harletan  MSS.  n.  i$74.  3*  fo*  12.  to  21.  Obfenratioos  on 
many  old  ftatutes ;  wherein  the  differences  between  the  records  and  the 
printed  books  are  noted;  beginning  15  Ed*  HI.  and  ettfliog  21  H.  Vh 
SeealfOy  Sir  Thomas  Raymond's  Rep.  <•  i97«  a  Jo.^  %u  2  Mod.  240.  x« 
Bla.  1 102  ;  and  the  book  ufually  called  Cotton's  Abridgement  of  the  Re- 
cords in  the  Tower  of  London,  but  which  was  compiled  by  Bowyer^ 
Keeper  of  the  Tower  Records,  in  the  reigns  of  Qgeen  Elia^abcth  acul 
James  the  Firft,  and  completeid  by  his  font  ^  s^^pears  by  the  arigifui 
manufcript  in  the  herald's  office*  • 

^  Tl)e  printed  ilatutes  are  fometimes  difiinguifhed  inio  three  cUfles^ 
according  to  their  date;  viz. — ift.  Such  as  precede  time  of  legal 
memory,  viz.  i  R.  I ;  and  thefe  are  conGdered  as  part  of  the  commoa 
law. — 2d.  Antiqua  Statuta  from  x  RicLtofid*  3«*-3d*  Nova  Scaciita« 
comprehending  all  fubfequent  flatutes. 

Of  the  firit  clafs,  there  is  a  MS.  coUe^on  in  the  Bodleian  libffiary^  br 
Sir  Henry  Spelman,  in  folio,  and  in  his  own  hand  writing,  intitied» 
*^  Codex  Legum  Veterum  Sc  Statutorum  Regni  AngUap  q^m  ab  iagrefiii 
Gulielmi  I.  ufque  ad  Annum  Nonium  Heorici  Tertii  edita  fttnt**V-« 
Upon  the  MSS.  is  written  an  imprimatur,  **  July  ^ih^  zi^4Q»  John 
Bramfton :" — byt  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  publi(bed  till  Dr^* 
Wilkins  publiflied  it  in  his  Leges  Anglo-Saxonicae,  in  1721* 

As  to  the  two  other  clafies,  fome  of  the  printed  flatutes  are  net  to 
be  found  at  prefent,  either  upon  the  Parliament  rolli^  or  amoi^  the 
flatute rolls:  viz.  the  flatutes  of  Merton,  Marlbri<kre,  Weflmr*  ift,  Ike* 
befide  20  Ed.  III.  entitled,  the  Judges*  oath ;  and  so  Ed*  IIL  St*  i«. 
c.  4.  e.  6.  7.  8.  &c.  See  alfo  4  Jfnft*  50*  a*  and  Prynne  on  4  lad*  38. ' 
and  Harleian  MSS.  244.  fo.  40 :  And  the  inlbrroaiity  of  others  amoogft 
the  Antiqua  Statuta,  and  even  amongft  the  Nova*  has  made  learned  mtm 
doubt  whether  fome  of  them  have  the  force  of  flatutef*  Such  aic 
Statutum  Hibernis  14  Hen.  Ill*— J>e  anno  et  Die.  Kflbttilt,  21  Hen* 
111*  Affifa  Paniset  Cerevifiae^  51  Hen*  III*  Sttitutum  de  Scaocario, 
( t  Hen.  III.— -Statute  of  Mortroab,  7  Ed.  I*  flatute  of  RodMlao,  10 
EdW,  J.  and  thus  alfo  13.  Ed*  L  ft.  4*  called  the  flatlite  ctt* 
cumft)eSe  agatis,  is  alleged  to  be  a  mere  writ :  tjhe  ftatnte  of  fiaca,  lA 
Ed*  1.  is  contended  to  be  a  mere  rule  of  court ;  and  the  flatuse  ol  wwdi, 
22  Ed.  I. ;  is  iaid  to  be  only  a  judicial  note*  See  Nico&fim'b  Engtilli 
Hiiloric.  Lib.  p.  154*  The  iUtute  i  Ed.  II*  de  militibua,  is  called  n 
writ  by  Lord  Coke,  2  lofl.  coa.  and  Harg.  Co.  Lie.  ^*8.  So  is  tbe 
ftatute  of  Carlifle,  i  c  Ed.  II*  N jcolibn's  Engliih  Hift*  Lib^  p>  i  S4*  The  . 
flatute  entitled  17  £d.  II.  ft*  2.  is  denied  to  be  any  (hniite  at  alU  l?f 
Madox.  Bar.  Angl.  272*  and  Har.  Co*  Lit*  67*  a,  o.  u    The  ftatuts  1$  . 
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ofifix  centuries,  accatnolated  at  length  to  a  rooft  volnninons  mafi,  which 
is  rapidly  increafing^  and  has  been  nearly  donUed  in  hoik  within  the  laft 


£d.  III.  fl«  2,  **  DiflS>nulaTimus,  &c. 'Ms  contended  to  be  a  mere  procla- 
mation. And  23  £d.  111.  (latute  of  labourers^  c«  i.  &c.  is  impeached  by 
Barrington  and  by  Harg.  Co.  Lit.  42.  b.  n.  x.  though  apparently  fup- 
ported  m  Ficzherberty  N.  B.  167.  B.  In  fdSk^  it  could  not  be  a  &aute« 
for  no  Parliament  was  holden  in  that  year. 

'  With  re^rd  to  the  parliamentary  forms  of  enacting  laws,  thus  much 
leeros  to  be  agreed ;  that  where  the  proceeding  confided  only  of  petition 
from  Parliament,  and  anfiver  from  the  King,  thefe  were  entered  on  the 
Parliament  roll$  ;  and  if  the  matter' was  of  a  public  n.'>ture,  the  whole 
was  then  ufually  iHled  an  ordinance  :  if^  however,  the  petition  and 
anfwer  were  not  only  of  a  public,  but  a  novel  nature,  they  were  then 
formed  into  an  a£t  by  the  King,  with  the  aid  of  his  council  and  judges, 
and  entered  on  the  itature  roll.  Many  inflances  of  thefe  dilHn(f>ions  are 
to  be  found  upon  the  rolls  of  Parliament.  See  22  £dw.  III.  n.  20.  30. 
Tol.2.p.  203.  Rot.  Pari.— 28  Edw.  III.  n.  t6.  vol.  a.  p.  257.-37 
Edw.IiI.  n.  39.  vol.  2.  p.  280.— and  i  Ric.  II.  n.  §6»  vol.  3.  p.  17. 
Butler  2r  Harg.  Co.  Lit.  260.  b.  notis,'and  3  Reeves  Hift.  £ng.  Law, 
1 43*  An  ordinance  ojn  the  Parliament  roll,  with  the  King's  affent  upon 
it,  has  ncverthclefs  equal  force  with  a  ftatute :  and  a  refpc^tuatur  enter- 
ed npon  the  roll  in  no  drgree  Ictkus  its  authority.  Sec  flat.  1 1  H.  IV. 
o.  28.  cited  and  admitted  in  evidence  on  Lord  Macclesfield's  trial.  State 
Trials,  vol.6.  At  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI,  the  petition  began 
to  'be  infcrted  in  the  body  of  the  bill :  in  13  Car.  II.  ft.  2.  c.  2.  the  form 
ofexprefling  the  authority  by  which  each  claufc  iscna<5led,  was  firft  in- 
troduced :  and  from  that  aera  our  ilatutcs  affumed  the  fame  iorm  which 
they  now  bear. 

The  printed  editions  of  the  (latutcs  arc  all  of  them  dcfciftiTe  in  their 
contents,  and  different  from  each  other/    There  were  fome  pafts  printed 
by  R.  Pinfon,  in  1497  and  15 14,  from  M:igna  Charui  to  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  third,  and  called  Antic|LiaStatuta.     Other  collec- 
tions were  publiflicd  by  Bcrthdot  in    1543  ;  others  by  Toitel  in  IC56. 
The  mod  complete  of  the  early  editions  goes  under  the  name  of  RaUcll ; 
it  wa:»  printed  by  Norton  and  Bill,  deputy  printers  to  King  'Jaines-  the 
Firfl,  in  a  vols,  folio,  161 8,  containing  a6ts  from  Miip;na  Charta  to  the 
7th  of  Jac.  I.  together  with  a  great  many  which  were  then  void,  cither 
by  expiration  or  repeal^  fevcral  of  which  are  not  contained  in  any  of  the 
fttbfequent  editions.     Afterwards  Pulton,  Keble  in  continuation  of  Pul- 
ton, &c.  fuccclfively  publifliedthcir  Collc^lions  J  and  at  length  Serjeant 
Hawkins  completed  an  edition  of  the  Hatutes  at  large,   in  6  vols.  fo. 
dows  to  2' Geo.  il.  inctiifivo;  profellihg  to  have  collated  its  contents 
with  the  iorigihal  records;-  tHough  henvds  not  made  ofrxially  refpohiibk 
for  his  accuracy.     Pickering,  Ruff  head,  and  Rimnington   have  fince 
cdntinued  the  ieries  :  but  the  moft  correct  cotitiniiance  of  the  modern 
illtcutM  ia  to  be  found  in  the  yearly '  collcftion,  printed  by  the  King's 
pdnter  from  the  ilatute  rolls,  which  are  in  the  Parlramcnt  Oftce ':'  thcfc  ' 
yearly  colledjonsare  printed  in  folio,  and  formerly  were  )n  the  black  letter, 
till  this  was  changed  to  the  Roman  type  in  34  Geo«  III.  for  the  Yake  of 
diminiOuiig. their  bulk,  which  it  does  by  about  one  third.     They  contain 
%\\  the  a<its  of  a  public  nature,  or  ^hich  art  made  fo  by  fpecial  clauTe ; 
iz*  ai^^£ar«oadsy  navigatioiis,  drainage,  und  fomctimcamcloAlres,    *' 
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£%  years*.  Tliat  without  ^fuming  to  queftion  the  policy  of  the  ftatnte^ 
law  in  any  of  its  branches,  your  Committee  cannot  but  obferve  the  matter 
of  it  to  be  Sn  many  places  difcordanrf ;  in  other  places  obfolete  t;  in  other 
perplexed  by  its  miicellaneous  compofition  of  incongruities  §;  and  that " 


Hawkitii 
Ruffhcad 


Runnington 


Pickering 


Volumes' 
FoHo. 
XIL 
Quarto. 
XIX. 

Quarto. 

xii. 

0£bivo. 
XL. 


•  The  following  lift  of  editions,  and*  their  re fpec^Ive  contents^ 
bits  a  view  of  the  progreflivre  ixicreafe  of  the  ftatutes  : 
Edition  s»     near 

500  Years  —  1225  to  1734  — 
40  Years  —  1734  to  1733  — 
500  Years  —  1225  to  1699  — 
60  Years  —  1699  to  1762  — 
30  Years  —  1762  to  1796  — 
500  Years  —  1225  to  173^  — 
60  Years  —  1735  to  1795  "^ 

and  Index  — 
500  Years  —  1225  to  1701  — 
60  Years  —  1701  to  1763  —  XIV. 
30  Years  —  1763  to  1795  —  XIV. 

Indexes  —        ll.j 
The  King's  Printer  annually  publifhes  two  thick  folio  volumes ;  the 
Hatutes  33  Geo.  III.  occupied  3,936  folio  pages. 
+  Inftancesof  difcordant  ftatutcs: 

Thefe  are  what  Jac.  I.  in  his  (beech  upon  his  acceflion  calls,  **  divers 
crofs  and  cuffing  ftatutes  :"  and  fee  Harleian  MSS.  n.  244.  in  the  report 
of  fdch  ftatutes  as  are  fit  to  be  repealed,  and  a  new  law  to  Redrawn  in 
their  place. 

1  Obfolete  f^atutes  as  far  as  fuch  a  denomination  is  known  to  the  law 
of  England,  mean  fuch  only  as  are  fuperfeded,  and  indire^ly  repealed 
bv  fubfeciuent  (tatut'es ;  no  iktixte  lofing  its  validity  by  mere  defuetudc  : 
obfolete  in  this  fenfe  are,  all  thofe  relating  to  religious  houfes,  which 
were  aboliftied  by  31  H.  VIII.;  and  all  thofe  relating  to  the  tenures, 
which  were  aboliflied  by  la  Car.  II.  c.  24;  thofe  which  regard  Wales 
or  Scotland  prior  to  their  refpe£live  unions  with  England  ;  and  thole ' 
which  regard  our  former  dominions  beyond  fea,  &c. 

Obfolete  in  the  popular  fenfe,  viz.  by  the  non-exidence  of  the  fubje<^ 
matter  of  the  law;  are  fuch  as  regard: — i^.  ExtinA  ftates ;  viz.  the 
Duchy  of  Burgundy — 4  Ed.  IV.  c.  5. — 2®.  Coins  no  longer  known  : 
viz.  Scottidi coins— 47  Ed.  III.  c.  2.  14  Ric.  II.  c.  i.  Gally-halfpence, 
pollards,  and  crochets — 27  Ed.  I.  c.  ^.  u  H«n.  IV.  c.  5.  Suikms  and 

Dodkins — 13  Hen.  IV.  c.  6.  3  Hen.  V.  c.  i. 3*^.  Pecuniary  prices 

of  trades  and  manufa^urcs,  long  fince  changed:  viz.  waxchandlers— 
II  H.  VI.  c.  12.  Sweet  wines— 6  Ric.  II.  c.  7.  Poultry — 37  Ed. 
III.  c.  3.  Hats  and  caps— 21  H.  VIII.  c.  9.  Pattcn-makcr8-^4  Ed.  IV. 

4  Hen.  V.  c.  3.  Girdlcrs— 15  Ric.  II.  c.  ix. 4^.  Arms  long  iince 

Iflidaiide;  viz.  bows,  handguns,  crofs  bows — 7  Ric.  II.  c.  13.  12 
Ed.  IV.  c.  2.  1  Ric.  III.  c.  II.  3  Hen.  VII.  c.  13.  jHen.VIII.c. 
3.     8  Eliz.  c.  10.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

5  Hodge  Podge  AAs.  Thefe  have  been  difcontinued  of  late  years ; 
but  the  ftatute  book  abounds  with  them.  The  following  arc  rcma^l^ablc 
—10  Ann,  e.  14;  8  Geo.  II.  c.  24.  10  Geo.  II.  c.  32.  15  Geo.  II.  c. 
33*  22  Geo.1I.  C.46.  27  Geo.  II.  c.  16.  28  Geo.  II. c.  15.  4Geo.IlI. 
X.  1 2  :  and  two  may  be  feledted  as  patterns ;  viz. 
VoL.XLV.  5  N 
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(lyle  is  for  the  naoft  part  verbofe,  tautologoas,  and  obfcnre*;  all  of  which 
circumftances  feem  to  have  engaged  die  attention  of  Pairliament  at  fuccef- 
five  periods,  bat  not  to  have  produced  any  improvement,  in  the  degree 
which  their  importanpe  demands. 

2 .  A  general  reviiion  of  the  ftatute  law  appears  to  have  been  often  le- 
commended  from  the  throne ;  to  have  been  petitioned  for  by  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  ^  to^have  engaged  the  bbours  of  fuccc(five  Committees,  and 
to  have  been  undertaken  by  individuals  under  the  fandion  of  royal  and 
parliamentary  authority  ;  but  never  to  have  been  carried  forward  to  any 
degree  of  maturity.  In  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  Lord  Keeper  Bacon 
drew  up  a  plan  for  reducing,  ordering,  and  printing  the  ftatutes  of  the 
realm;  tliis  was  in  1577;  and  the  Queen  afterwards  recommended  to 
Parliament  a  general  revifion  of  the  ftatute  law  in  1593  f.  King  James 
the  Firft,  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  Throne  of  England^  and  in  fubfeqaent 
periods  of  hb  reign,  recommended  alfo  to  Parliament  a  reform  of  all  th« 
ilatute  law,  and  of  the  penal  laws  in  particBlar  ^  -,  and  a  Committee  of  tht 


20  Geo.  TL  c.  42,  for  explaining  the  window  tax  a^,  there  is  to  be 
found  a  claufe,  viz.  §  3.  That  all  exiting,  and  all  future  ^tutes  which 
mention  England,  fliall  alfo  extend  to  Wales  and  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
though  not  particularly  named  ; — after  which  §  4.  reverts  to  the  win- 
dow tax  again. 

1 7  Geo.  c.  40.  is  entitled  thus : 

**  An  Aft  to  continue  the  (everal  laws  therein  .mentioned,  for  prcven- 
**  ting  theft  and  rapine  on  the  northern  botders  of  England  ;  for 
'^  the  more  effeftual  puniAiing  wicked  and  evil-difpofed  perfons  go* 
**  ing  armed  in  diguifcy  and  doing  injuries  and  violences  to  the  per- 
*'  fons  and  properties  of  His  Majeily's  fubje^s,  and  for  the  more 
*^  fpcedy  bringing  the  offenders  to  jujlice ;  for  continuing  two  claufes 
"  to  prevent  the  cutting  or  breaking  down  the  bank  of  any  rivrr 
**•  orfeabank,  and  to  prevent  the  malicious  cutting  of  hop-binds ; 
**•  and  for  the  more  effcftual  punifliment  of  perfons  roaliciouOy  fet> 
**  ting  on  fire  any  mine,  pit,  or  dclph  of  coal,  or  cannel  coal;  and 
*'  of  pcrfoa^  unlawfully  hunting  or  taking  any  red  or  fallow  dceria 
••  fore  (Is  or  chafes,  or  beating  or  wounding  the  keepers  or  other 
''  oflicers  in  foreds,  chafes,  or  parks ;  and  for  granting  a  Ubeny  to 
'*  carry  fojifarsof  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadure  of  any  of  His 
"  Majefty 's  fugar  colonies  in  America,  from  the  faid  colonies  directly 
to  foreign  parts  in  (liips  built  in  Great  Britain,  and  navigated 
according  tp  law ;  and  to  explain  two  a<5^s  relating  to  the  pro(c- 
"  cution  ofoffendcrs  for  embezzling  naval  (lores  or  ilores  of  war ; 
**  and  to  prevent  the  retailing  of  wine  within  eixherofthe  Univer- 
''  fities  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  without 
*'  licence." 
*  Prolixity  and  tautology  begin  in  the  reign  of  Hen,  VIL  Inftances  of 
prolixity : 

28  H.  VIII.  c.7.  §  28 — a(ingulari|illanceofa  fuperfluous  provifo. 
1  Ed.  VI.  c.   I.  and  c.  12.     5  and  6  Ed.  VI.c.  3.  anJ'c.  12— prolix 
and  metaphorical  ftyle  of  preambles. 
In  (lances  of  tautolois^y  paj[!im. 

+  1577.  Harklan  MSS*  249.  fo,\i*j^  118;  and Ld.  Br,coH*s  fThrlL, 
^to*  2.  nfol.fo.  326. 

f  tq'\,     Deive*!  Jownali  473.  /^,  Pat}.  Hijh  345.  372. 
Ci».  Ref.  in  pref.    Z',  FarL  Hi/}.  30.  J9J. 
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Houfc  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  i597>  to  confider  of  a  bill  for  the 
abridging  and  reforming  theexceifive  number  of  fuperilaous  and  burden- 
Tome  penal  laws*.  In  the  year  1610,  a  digefting  and  repealing  of  the 
penal  law  was  exprefsly  (lipulatcd  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  acced- 
ed to  by  the  Houfe  gf  Lords  in  their  joint  traufaftion  of  the  great  contract 
with  the  Crown  + ;  and  in  the  faipe  reign  Lord  Bacon »  Lord  C.  J. 
Hobart,  Serjeant  Finch,  Mr.  Noy,  and  others,  by  the  King's  command, 
made  confidcrablc  progrcfs  in  the  general  work  01  reforming  and  re-com- 
piling  the  ftatute  law  J,  which  Lord  *'  Bacon  dcfcribcs  §  as  an  excellent 
undertaking,  of  honour  to  His  Majefty's  times,  and  of  good  to  all  times;" 
and  recommends  in  imitation  of  the  ftatutes  27  Hen.  VIII.  c«  15.  and 
3,  4  Edw.  VI.  c.  II.  for  appointing  Commi(rioncrs  to  examine  .nnd 
eftablifh  ecclefiaftical  laws,  that  Commiflionfrs  be  named  by  both  Houfes 
for  this  parpofe  alfo,  with  power  not  to  conclude,  but  only  to  prepare  and 
propound  the  matter  to  Parliament. 

Daring  the  Commonwealth,  the  fame  undertaking  was  refumed  with 
ardour.  In  1650  a  Committee  was  named,  with  Lord  Commiflloncr 
Whitplock  at  the  head  of  it,  "  to  revive  all  former  ftatutes  and  ordin- 
ances now  in  force,  and  confider,  as  well  which  ar<i  fit  to  be  continued, 
altered,  or  repealed,  as  how  the  fame  may  be  reduced  into  a  compendi- 
ous way  and  exa6t  method,  for  the  more  eafe  and  clearer  undcrilanding  of 
the  people  j"  and  the  Committee  were  empowered  "  to  advife  with  the 
Judges,  and  to  fend  for  and  to  employ,  and  call  to  their  afliftance  therein  any 
other  perfon  whom  they  (hould  think  lit  for  the  better  effefting  thereof, 
and  to  prepare  the  fame  for  the  farther  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  to 
make  a  report  thereof f."  In  1652  Matthew  Hale,  Efq.  {afterwards 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale)  Sir  Anthony  Alhley  Cowper  (afterwards  Lord 
Chancellor  Shaftelbury)  and  Rufhvfrorth,  the  hiftorian,  with  other  perfons 
out  of  the  I^oufe,  were  appointed  to  report  to  the  Committee  their  opinions 
upon  the  inconveniences  of  the  law  ;  and  a  revifed  fyftem  of  the  law  was 
reported  to  the  Houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  *•.  The  lame  labour 
was  afterwards  transferred  to  other  hands ;  but  the  work  was  not  aban- 
doned ;  and  in  165:3  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of  a  new 
model  or  body  of  the  law  ++. 

After  the  redoration.  Finch,  Solicitor  .  General  (afterwards  E^rl  of 
Nottingham  and  Lord  Chancellor)  Serjeant  Maynard,  Sir  Robert  Atkins, 
Mr.  Prynne,  and  others,  v/ere  appointed,  in  1666,  to  be  a  Committee, 
*''to  confer  with  fuch  of  the  Lords,  the  Judges,  and  other  perfons  of  ihe 
long  robe,  who  have  already  taken  pains  and  made  progrefs  in  perufing 


*  Deive*s  Journal^   553.     V,  FarLHift.  259. 
+  Lordi  Journ,!!.  661.  ^f  Z'".  Pari.  Hi/f.  259. 

t  An  elaborate  report  of  all  the  ftatutes,  from'  the  ftat.  of  Weftminfter, 
3  Ed,  I.  to  7  Jac.  I.  which  were  actually  repealed,  or  expired,  or  then  fit 
to  be  repealed,  and  in  what  inftances  requiring  new  laws  to  be  made  in 
their  place,  is  to  be  found  in  the  BHtiOi  Mufeum.  Probably  it  may  be 
the  very  work  ij^ken  of  by  Lord  Bacon,  2  vcd.  546.  It  is  drawn  up  as 
by  authority,  with  detailed  reafons  for  every  propofed  meafure  ;  noting 
alfo  fuch  ftatutes  as  were  not  then  printed  in  Raftell ;  and  diftinguiib- 
jng  what  were  properly  proclamations,  and  not  ftatutes  :  a  table  is  fub- 
joined  to  it,  exhibiting  tnifi  refult  of  the  Report.  Harleian  MSS.  n.  244. 
§.  2^.  voK  4/tf.  547,  ^  f  L  Comm,  Journ.  427. 

•  *  VIL  Comni.  Journ.  58,  74.  249.  2  50. 

+•+  fY/.  Comm.  Jouirn*  304.  tS*  -X^^.P^r/. ////>•  213^232.  236. 
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the  (lata  te  laws ;  and  to  confider  of  rq>caliDg  fuch  former  ftatote  laws  as  thcj 
(liall  find  neceiTary  to  be  repealed ;  and  of  expedients  of  reducing  all  ftamte 
laws  of  one  nature  under  uich  a  method  and  head  as  mav  conduce  to  the 
more  ready  underflanding  and  better  execution  of  fuch  laws  *  •"  This 
feems  to  be  the  lad  recorded  inflance  of  the  fon.  And  thus  it  is  that 
Parliament  has  hitherto  failed  to  accomplilh  this  general  revifion,  and  has 
now  fuflfered  it  to  fleep  for  more  than  a  century,  although  the  delay  of  it 
has  annually  augmented  its  neceflity.  The  attention  of  modem  times  has 
perh.ips  been  the  left  direded  to  this  national  work,  as  upon  this  fubjcct 
our  general  hillories,  with  too  great  an  attention  to  maters  of  Icgiflativc 
or  jurir'.lcal  importance,  are  wholly  filent. 

3*  Your  Committee  cannot,  in  this  place,  abilain  from  fubmitting  to 
the  Houfe,  as  the  refult  of  their  obfervations  upon  this  ihveHigation,  the 
extreme  importance  of  obtaining  a  complete  and  authentic  publication  of 
the  ftatutes ;  and  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fureft  method  of  proceeding 
at  prefent  to  obtain  it,  wOuld  be '  by  extradling  them  from  the  Parliament 
rolls  (printed  a  few  years  ago  in  fix  volumes  folio,  by  order  of  the  King, 
tjpon  the  addrefs  of  both  Houf<rs  of  Parliament,  and  to  which  an  index 
andglofTary  remain  to  be  aided)  completing  them  alfo  from  the  (latute 
rolls  at  the  Tower,  the  Chapter  Houfe,  and  the  Parliament  Office ;  fofar 
as  thefe  two  didinfl  fets  of  records  continue  to  run  in  a  parallel  fcries. 
From  thence  the  ilatute  rolls  in  the  Parliament  Office  are  the  only  records 
wiitch  are  flridlly  original,  and  they  fliould  be  tranfcribed  or  collated 
throughout.  This  portion  of  the  work  would,  however,  be  the  lefs  diffi- 
cult, the  public  afts  having  already  been  printed  from  the  ilatute  roll,  by 
the  King's  Primer,  in  modern  times,  and  a  regular  feries  of  them  from  x 
Will.  III.  being  prefcrved  in  thccuftotly  of  your  officers. 

With  fuch  a  complete  publication  of  the  Ilatute  law,  when  provided, 
the  plan  for  a  rcvifion  m'ght  not  be  difficult  to  devife,  however  laborious 
in  its  execution.  Adopting  the  i.  ea  of  the  Commiffioners  employed  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  FirlH,  but  executiDg  it  more  comprehenfively,  an 
examination  might  be  inlHtutcd»  and  a  Report  made  of  all  the  laws ;  enu* 
merating  them  chroi.elogically,  and  noting  a^ainft  each  individually ; 
either,  i.  An  cxilling  perpetual  law ;  and  whether  fit  to  Hand,  or  to  be 
repealed  fiiiipllcitcr,  or  to  be  rcpcaicd  and  replaced  by  a  new  law  :  or,  2. 
^n  exilUng,  but  expiring  law,  and  whether  fit  to  expire,  or  to  be  con- 
tinurd,  or  to  be  made  perpetual :  or,  3.  Repealed,  and  whether  fie  to  be 
jc-cna6ted  :  or,  4,  Expired,  and  whether  fit  to  be  revived. 

The  detail  of  fuch  a  work  might  be  diftributed,  as  Lord  Keeper  Bacon 
propofed  to  Qneen  Elizabeth  J,  by  divifions  between  different  fets  of  pcr- 
fcns  ;  whofr*  labours  might  proceed  concurrently,  and  be  afterwards  fub- 
mitted  to  the  judgment  of  a  fuperior.commiffion,  as  Lord  Chancellor 
Bacon  propofcJ  to  James  the  Firll,  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  pie- 
paring  a  digeded  refult  of  the  wl^ole  inatter  for  parliamentary  cqniidera- 
tion.  ,  '  _ 

In  the  re-compiling  of  pail  Iaw$,  or  the  ena6tment  of  future  laws,  it  be* 
comes  indifpeniaDly  neceflary  to  introduce  a  methodical  order  of  didribu- 
tion,  and  a  precifion  and  concifenefs  of  dyle,  to  which  it  would  be  often 
of  Angular  utility  to  add  the  prefcribed  forms  of  proceeding  by  way  of 
fchedule ;  (fuch  for  inflance,  as  are  fubjoined  to  the  general  highway  a^ 


♦  VIJL  Camm.  Journ.  63 1 .  ,  +  Harhian  MS^  n.  ^44. 

X  HariaoM  3fSS,  n.  24;.    i. 
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z  3  Geo.  III.  c.  789  84.  and  the.a£t  for  rebuilding  parfonaresi  17  Geo. 
Ill,  c.  53) ;  whcrcTcr  fummary  jurirdi^ioa  is  given  to  in&rior  Magif- 
tratcsy  in  the  difcharge  of  their  multifarious  and  difficult  duties,  it  it 
equally  expedient  to  provide  thefe  means  of  facilitating  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  for  the  ea{c  of  the  Magiflrate,  and  in  many  cafes  alfo  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  revenue,  and  in  all  inftances,  for  the  fafety  or  con* 
venience  of  individuals.  '  , 

4.  Although  fuch  has  hitherto  been  the  fruitlefs  labour  of  former  ages 
in  attempting;!  general  revifion  of  the  flatutes,  it  neverthelefs  appears  to 
Your  Committee,  that  panial  amendments  ha\(e  ta)(en  place  from  time  . 
to  time,  and  de/ultory  expedients  have  been  applied,  with  different  de« 
grees  of  efficacy,  at  different  periods.  Cpnfolidation,  or  repeal,  have 
been  principally  applied  to  the  improvement  of  our  perpetual  laws;  and 
the  fame  defultory  and  occafional  meafures  have  been  fometimes  applied 
to  our  temporary  ftatutes,  which  have  alio,  from  the  peculiarity  of  their 
duration,  actrafled  the  more  frequent  attention  of  Parliament  to  their  re* 
yival  or  continuance. 

Some  of  the  mod  didinguilhed  and  meritorious  laboun  of  Parliament 
in  the  confolidation  of  flatutes,  arc  to  be  feen  in  the  general  ^€t  for  the 
regulation  of  artificers,  5  Eliz.  c.  4;  thegeneral  adt  for  regulation  of  the 
navy,    22  Geo.  II.  c.  33  ;    the  general  gunpowder  a6t,  la  Geo.  Ill, 
c.  61 ;  the  general  highway  acSts,  13  Geo.  III.c.  74,  84;  the  general 
militia  :id,  26  Geo.  III.  c.  107;  the  general  cuflom  boufe  a£V,  for  du* 
tics  and  drawbacks ;  the  general  a6t  for  iheep  and  wool,  a 8  Geo,  ^f « 
c.  28 ;  the  general  corn  a£l,  31  Geo.  III.  c.  30;  and  the  genesaf  k6t 
for  feamen's  wages,  32  Geo.  III.  c.  28,  &c.  &c«    The  declaration  cotU 
tained  in  the  pieamble  to  ftatute  5  Eliz.  c.  4.  may  ferve  as  the  befl  no* 
ticc  of  the  utility  of  confolidationj  and  as  a  ilandmg  document  for  pro* 
ilioting  the  future  profecution  of  firoilar  labours.     As  an  auxiliary  to  thiff 
plan  of  confolidation,  or  even  as  an  intermediate  fubftitute  for  it,  the 
parliamentary  abflradt  of  the  law,  refpedling  feamen's  wages,  infertcd  firft 
in  thedatute^i  Geo*.  II.  c.  10,  and  fmce  repeated,  with  improvements, 
in  the  (latute  32  Geo.  III.  c.  67,  may  ferve  as  a  model  for  the  indru^Viou 
of  the  lower  clalTes  of  men  in  their  refpcdtive  municipal  rights  ^and 
duties. 

With  regard  to  the  repeal,  revival,  and  continuance  of  fbtutes,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee,  that  this  procefs  has  beenentruAed  to  the  ez- 
prefs  care  of  a  Committee,  fpecialiy  named  for  this  purpofe,  at  lead  as 
fir  back  as  the  reign  of  James  the  Id;  and  that  their  attention  was  for« 
merly  directed  alio  to  the  condderation  of  lleeping  bills,  and  of  bills 
brought  into  Parliament  in  former  feflions,  and  not  paifed ;  the  Houfe 
requiring  the  opinion  of  thefe  Committees  upon  the  necelfity  or  utility 
of  renewing;  them*.  The  effc^s  of  this  vigilance  arc  evident,,  when  we 
obfcVve,  that  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  nine  general  fhtutes  of  repeal 
and  continuance  were  ena^ed;  that  ilatute  39  Eliz.  c.  18.  difpofes  of  no 
Icis  than  fifty-three  different  a£ls  of  Parliament ;  that  by  i  Jac.  L  c.  25. 
fifteen  are  repealed,  and  forty -five  revived  or  continued  ;  and  that  by 
21  Jac.  I.  c.  a8.  there  were  no  lefs  than  dxty-four  revived  or  continued^ 
and  feventy-one  repealed. 


:«■ 


•  J604.    Cammn  Joum*  /.  152.         1673.    Comm.  Joum.  IX.  296. 
i6i4«    C^mm.  Joum^  /•  4^7. 
x667»    Comm.  Jomrn.  IX.  %,  1673.    Comm*  Jowrn^  IX.  296.^ 
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According  to  modern  uiage,  it  it  only  from  this  Committee^  nnnuslly 
appointed  to  inquire  whut  laws  are  immediately  fie  to  be  revived  or  con- 
tinued, that  any  regular  correction  or  improvement  whatever  is  bellowed 
upon  the  ilatute  Xaw  of  Great  Britain. 

But  the  limited  province  of  that  Committee,  or  perhaps  the  limitation 
rather,  with  which  irs  powers  have  been  exercifcd  fmcc  the  reiloratior, 
has  prevented  its  producing  the  fame  beneHcial  confequenccsas  in  earlier 
ages*  Add  to  this,  tliat  the  maltiplicity  and  irregularir^  with  wbkh, 
in  modern  times,  our  temporary  laws  have  been  made  or  cotitiiYued,  has 
greatly  enhanced  thediiliculty.  In  fomc  inilanccs,  we  may  linda  tem- 
porary law  ena^Tccd,  by  the  infertion  of  a  claufe  in  the  body  of  a  perpe- 
tual a£l,  viz.  27  Geo.  Ill,  c.  13.  §  22.  and  in  other  laws,  which  are 
wholly  temporary,  there  is  no  fettled  form  or  certain  place  alTigned  10 
the  operative  words,  which  denote  its  continuance.  We  find  its  dura- 
lion  fometimes  exprefled  in  the  preamble  ;  as  in  the  adbs  provided  for  the 
coutiouance  of  any  particular  war;  fometimes  in  the  firil  fedion,  fome- 
times in  the  middle  of  the  aft;  4  Geo.  III.  c.  27.  §  4.  6.  Geo.  III. 
c.  aS.  $  II.  but  generally  at  the  clofe;  fometimes  it  is  to  be  coUeded 
only  by  in6sreni:e,  34  Geo.  III.  c.  9.  34  Geo.  ill.  c.  79,  and  35  Geo. 
III.  c.  1$.  and  c.  So.  The  eflicacy  given  to  thefc  laws  is  fometimes  rc- 
trofpeftivc,  as  well  as  profpc61ive;  16  Car.  I.  c.  4.  Sometimes  the  ex- 
igence of  the  law  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  legidaiion  of  other  coun- 
tries; 24  Geo.  III.  St.  2.  c.  14.  .  Ana  in  other  cafes,  it  is  declared,  that 
nfter  the  principal  provifions  fhall  have  ccafed  10  operate,  the  aift  (hall 
neverthelefs  remain  in  force  for  the  punifhmenc  of  ofiences  committed  in 
Tiotaeion  of  it  during  its  continuance ;  29  Geo.  III.  c.  64. — ^34  Geo.  HI. 
c.  80.  §  24. — ^Thc  variety  of  periods  prefcribed  for  the  duration  o£  each 
Ilntiite,  is  fuch,  thai  caprice  herfclf  feems  to  have  exercifed  her  full  do- 
^ntnion,  and  difplayed  her  uncontroled  powers  over  different  cUufes  of 
the  fame  law :  a  pregnant  inflance  of  this  is  exhibited  in  St.  36.  Geo.  III. 
c.  4<^  And  the  numberlefs  continuances  of  flatutes  dill  remaining  tem- 
porary in  form,  though  permanent  in  their  principle,  ilrongly  claims 
the  attention  of  Parliament,'  as  contributing  to  a3d  complication  to  a  la- 
byrinth already  too  incricatc*.  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  alfb,  thit 
laws  confined  to  caTcs  of  a  limited  dcfcription,  but  depending  on  fonie 
general  principle,  h;t\*€  nor,  by  the  means  of  fuch  Committees,  been  ex- 
tended to  all  the  cafes  which  fall  within  the  ran^c  ot  the  principle.+ — 
But  your  Committee  forbear  to  fiate  any  farther  detail  of  their  nbfcrva- 
tions  on  thefe  points,  apprcheniive  that  they  muy  have  already  expatiated 
upon  them  too  largely. 


♦  In  the  fecond  part  of  the  appendix  to  this  Report,  in  the  folio  edi- 
tion, •  all  the  inftances  may  be  feefi  of  thefc  fubfidiary  ftatutes.  Some 
ilill  temporary  have  been  kept  alive  by  no  Icfs  than  thirteen  fucccfEve 
fiatutes  in  the  prefent  century. 

+  Thus,  by  4  Geo.  IT.  c.  18.  to  forjj^e  Mediterranean  palics,  is  made 
a  capital  felony.  But  the  oScnce  is  defcribed  in  terms  which  feem  to 
supply  only  to  the  forging  of  palTes  iiTucd  in  purfuance  of  treaties  cxilVmtr 
at  the  particular  dare  of  that  Itatute  i  Whereas,  if  the  principle  be  right 
ar  all,  thc.ilatntc  n)ould  have  been  extended  alfo to  I'uch  iimilar  c^(rt 
v\hich  might  arife  out  of  fubfcquent  treaties. 
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5«  Impr^edy  however,  with  the  xviulc  of  their  refearch,  ^od  armed^ 
upon  the  prefentoccafioD,  with  more  exteniive  powers  of  inquir}s  your 
Committee  have  proceeded  with  the  more  earoefl  defire  to  render  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  work  entraHed  to  their  hands  as  ferviceable  to  the  public 
'  as  its  fcope  will  allow;  ini^oddderingthe  temporary  laws  of  a  public  na- 
ture,  with  a  view,  in  the  firft  place,  to  report,  as  corredily  as  poilible, 
^hat  clafs  of  expired  laws  which  experience  has  (hewn  to  he  of  a  recurring 
or  periodical  nature  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  to  report,  as  completely  at 
poilible,  all  the  expiring  laws  whatever.  The  firfl  partof  this  labour  ad- 
mits, as  your  Committee  are  well  aware,  of  a  coniiderable  latitude  of 
diicretion  ;  the  fccond  requires  only  diligence  and  accuracy.  ^ 

Law's  may  be  faid  to  be  expired,  the  duration  of  which  has  ceafed  ei^ 
ther  by  the  termination  of  the  exprefs  time  for  which  they  w<rre  limited, 
or  by  the  extin^on  of  the  fubje6l-matter  of  their  operation. 

An  enumeration  of  all  the  expired  laws  of  a  public  natufe,  made  upon 
all  individual  and  eccaiional  fubje^s,  would  be  endlefs  and  fruitleis ;  and 
from  this  fort  of  detail  your  Committee  profefs  wholly  to  abftain.  The 
laws  which  they  have  conceived  proper  to  omit,  relate  moftly  to  matters 
ofobfoletecuilom*  or  local  regulation +,  or  perfonal  concei^ns  J,  or  they 
arc  fuch  as  have  been  fupcrfedcd  ||,  though  not  formally  repealed,  by 
fubfcqucBt  mutations  in  our  jurifprudence. 

To  afcertain  conclufivcly  all  the  expired  laws,  which  belong  even  to 
fuch  matters  as  the  general  revolutions  of  time  arc  likely  to  bring  again 
before  us,  is  perhaps  impofUble ;  all  that  we  can  do  is  to  approxinrate  to 
this  enumeration.  So  far  as  the  work  is  completed  k  will  be  ufcful ;  and 
any  omiflions  of  this  fort  will  probably  be  more  cafily  fupplied,  if  the  ne- 
ceiuty  of  recurring  to  them  fliould  anfc.  '  It  will  be  a  principal  ufc  of 
the  collection  of  thcfe  expired  laws,  to  exhibit  to  Parliament  an  inftant 
view  of  the  legiflativc  mcafurcs  adopted  by  our  arceftors  upon  the  events 
of  their  days,  whenever  fimilar  occurrences  happen  to  us ;  enabling  us 
to  profit  by  the  experience  of  former  ages ;  and  either  to  preferve  a  ton- 
liftcnt  policy  in  our  laws,  or  to  improve  upon  the  ^iven  precedents  of 
other  times ;  or  departing  from  them,  to  do  it  advifctlly^  if  prudence 
fiuill  dictate  fuch  a  departure. 

The  heads  of  arrangement  under  which  thefc  expired  laws  may  be  moft 
conveniently  didributed,  fcem  to  be ;  fird^  fuch  as  accord  with  the  eilab-* 
liflied  order  of  the  Conftitution  in  its  regular  ftate  of  operation ;  and  af- 
terwards fuch  as  belong  to  thofe  cafualties  and  calamities  which  have  oc- 
cafionally  diiturbed  or.contravened  the  general  tranquillity  or  happinefs 
of  the  nation.  Their  fpecification  will  at  once  demonflrate  their  impor- 
tance. Amongft  the  firft  clafs  arc,  all  the  events  which  affedl  the  Crown, 
the  Parliament,  Courts  of  J  uftice,  Army,  Navy,  Revenue,  Commerce 
and  Agriculture,  &c.  Amongd  the  latter,  are  the  contingent  events  of 
War,  Rebellion,  Sedition,  Dearth  of  Provifions,  Conflagration,  and 
Contagious  Didempers,   &z.     Each  of  which  occalional  incidents  has 


•  Mummers  and  Vifors,  3  Hen.  VIII.  c,  9.  Bowyers,  S  Eliz.  q  10.  Uc,  * 

+  Calais,  Gafcony,  &c.  &c.  ' 

t  Grants^  pardons,  &c. 

I  Pilgrims,  liveries,  fan<5tuai  icj,  purveyors,  &c. 
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been  prorided  for  b}*  the  Parliament  of  tbe  dav,  and  may  again  require 
an  inftant  proTifion  at  any  indefinite  moment  ^. 

AmongU  the  expiring  laws  of  a  public  nature,  all  of  every  dcfcripriott 
muft  be  comprehended;  and  there  is  an  obTipus  neceifity  as  well  as  utility 
for  making  this  regifter  correct :  left,  by  the  undefigned  expiration  of 
any  flatute,  fome  important  public  benefit  fhould  be  loft ;  or  ibroe  illegal, 
or  even  fatal  a6\,  fhould  be  committed  by  Magiflrates  cntnifted  with  tbe 
execution  of  the  laws.-f-  Upon  this  fubje6>  your  Committee  are  alfo  of 
opinion*  that  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  Houfc  hereafter  to  give  an  an- 
nual inftru6lion  to  the  Committee  for  expired  and  expiring  laws,  dired- 
ing  it  to  infpe^  all  the  ihitutjes  of  fuch  preceding  fefiion*  and  to  infer  in 
the  regifter  of  expiring  laws,  thofc  which  arc  temporary ;  with  fimilar 
diftin^tions  as  to  their  matter,  date,  chapter,  and  duration:  transferricg 


•  With  a  view  to  fuch  a  knowledge  of  prad^ical  politico,  as  may  be 
derived  from  the  hiitory  of  our  experimental  legifiation,  the  train  of  in- 

2uiry  might  be  ufefully  purfued  by  the  invedigation  of  other  claflb  of 
atutes, 'which,  although  ena^ed  upon  particular  occafions  and  for  li- 
mited purpofcs,  do  not  properly  fall  within  the  fcopc  of  the  prefent  re- 
ference; namely — occafional  flaiutes,  but  fuch  as,  whether  temporary 
or  perpetual  in  their  original  form,  have  been  fince  repealed ;  or  fuch  as, 
being  perpetual  in  their  form,  though  adapted' to  a  tranfient  purpofe,, 
are  mil  to  be  confidered  as  fubfiding.  Inflances  of  occafional  l^wt,  af- 
terwards repealed,  may  be  found  in  the  fumptuary  laws  of  3  Ed.  IV. c.  5. 
and  I  Hen.  Vlll.  c.  14.  and  7  Hen.  VlII.  c.  6.  repealed  by  ai  Ed. 
IV.  c.  I.  and  i  Jac.  I.,  c.  ac.  And  inflances  of  occafional  but  perpe- 
tual laws,  may  be  feen  by  referring  to  the  datutes  confirmatory  of  parti- 
cular parliamentary  or  judiciattranfa^ions,  i  Hen.  IV.  c.  4.  1  Ed.  1V% 
c.  I.  1 2  Car.  II.  c.  12 — the  flatutes  refpeding  Royal  grants  and  rcfurop- 
tlons — I  Ed.  IV.  c.  4*  4.  5.  P.  andM.  c.  i.  18  Eliz.c.  2. — xi  Ric.  IJ. 
c.  8.  32  li.  VIII.  c.  27.  5  W.  and  M.  c.  5.  ^  6.  The  ftatutes  giving 
Validity  to  unflamped  deeds  executed  in  the  American  colonics,  at  a  cer- 
tain period,  6.  G.  III.  c.  51.  and  the  confirmation  of  marnages  folem- 
ni^ed  in  churches  or  chapels  creded  after  the  general  marriage  ad,  by 
II  G.  III.  c.  53. 

+  4  Ann.  c.  17.  was  fuffered  by  midake  to  expire.    See  Degols  «• 
Ward.  lira,  P.  C.  5 1 7. — So  was  St.  29  Geo.  II.  c.  28.    Sec  J?«rr.  799, 

foi.     So  was  4  W.  and  M.  c.  24.  §  19.  giving  fix  days  notice  to  Jurors. 
t  was  continued  by  feveral  flatutes,  I'/as.  7  8  W.  and  M.  c  33.  §  10. 
-t  Ann.  St.  2.  c.  i^.  §  2.     to  Ann.  c.  14.  §  4.  and  a  Geo.  I.  c.  8.  §  2. 
after  which  it  was  never  continued.     But  St.  3  Geo.  II.  c.  2  5.  was  paiTcd 
for  the  general  regulation  of  jurors,  without  any  fuch  provifion;  and 
this  latter  fliitute,  by  6  Geo.  IL  c.  17.  §  i.  was  made  perpetual.    Yet 
tbe  tiial  of  Crofsfield  for  high  treafon,  April  1796,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
was  pofiponed  upon  a  fuppofed  continuance  of  7  8  W.  and  M*  c«  33.  ^  10. 
In  like  manner  16  Geo.  III.  c.  3.  empowerine  the  Kin^  to  call  oat  tbe 
militia  and  fummon  Parliament  on  14  days  notice,  in  cafe  of  rebellion  or 
•  invafioUi  was  fuftred  to  expire.   It  had  been  ena^ed  to  continue  7  years ; 
and  it  was  not  till  26  Geo.  III.  c.  107.  that  this  law  was  revived  in  the 
general  militia  a£l,  $  9^,  96,  07.    So  that  tne  nation  was  deprived  cf 
this  important  confiitutional  fafeguard  for  three -f  oars,  by  the  exptratioa 
and  nou-continuance  of  16  Geo.  III.  c.  3. 
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kC  tM  fkftitf  time  Any  lUir  thtt  mty  have  become  eztindi  into  tbe  other  re- 
nfl^  of  expired  laws^  if  its  objea  be  of  a  nature  Hkely  to  recur  in  fub-^ 
lequent  tim69. 

6* Your  Committee  baye  aeeordi&gly  proceeded  to  diflribute  tbe  flatutet 
referred  to  tbeir  confidemtion  into  two  tables ;  and  thW  conceiTe  it  pro- 
per in  this  place  to  remark^  with  refpe^  to  flatutes  of  all  forts,  tktt  in 
the  pragrefs  of  tbeir  work,  they  find  that  the  number  marked  upon  each 
ftatute  roll  is  indorfed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Parliament  according  to  itt 
order  of  pafBng ;  one  continued  ieries  of  numbers  running  through  the 
whole  catalogue  of  adls,  public  and  pritate,  belonging  to  each  ieffion  } 
bttt  that  the  numerical  marks  prefixed  by -the  King's  printer  in  the  print- 
ed copies,  by  way  ^  chapter,  to  each  public  ftatute,  do  not  correfpond 
with  the  numbers  on  the  ihttute  rolk ;  there  being  one  diAindl  feries 
ufed  in  printing  for  the  public  adh,    and  another  for  the  private  a£ts  : 
and  •farther,  that  thefe  numerical  marks  prefixed  in  print  to  each  chap- 
ter, and  the  flgures.alfo  prefixed  to  each  claufe  by  way  of  fedtion,  as 
well  as  the  marginal  abfiradt  of  each  claufe,   and  the  punctuation,  aro 
wholly  the  work  of  the  King's  printer,  and  reft  on  his  private  authoritv*. 
Some  mode,  howeter,  of  numeration,  divifion,  and  diftiu<5tion,  bemg 
found  indifpeniably  neceflary  to  thepublic  convenience,  for  the  purpofed 
af  citation  and  reference,   ought  for  that  reafon,   as  your  Committee 
humbly  conceive,  to  be  fanfhoned  by  Parliament  itfelf,  and  executed 
hereafter  under  its  own  authority,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  proper 
parliamentary  officer  has  been  recently  dired^ed,  by  ftatute  33  Geo.  Ill* 
c»  i^i  upon  funibir  reafons  of  convenience,  to  indorfe  upon  each  roll 
the  day  on  which  each  a6t  receives  the  Royal  afTent :  and  in  addition  to 
this,  it  might  be  fanher  ufeful,  that  the  titles  of  all  fuch  laws  as  are  tem- 
porary fhould  alfo  exprefs  the  term  of  their  duration* 

Tonr  Committee,  impelled  by  an  ardent  defire  to  render  their  labours 
of  permanent  fervice  to  the  Public,  having  entered  upon  fo  large  a  view 
of  the  matters  referred  to  their  confideration,  beg  leave  now  to  clofe  their 
Report  with  a  fuggeftion  which  they  cannot  forbear  to  ftatef  as  its  gene*, 
nl  importance  feems  to  merit  an  immediate  attention.  Promulgation  of 
the  ftatutes  hu  been  in  all  times  conceived  to  be  abfolately  necefTary  for 

fiving  efficacy  to  the  law,  and  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the  fubjed.^-^ 
^hilft  the  ancient  ufage  prevailed,  of  annexing  the  tenor  of  every  ordi-- 
nance  and  (bitute  to  the  proclamation  writ  w^ich  was  dtre£ted  to  each 
Sheriff  in  his  county,  this  purpofe  was  accomplifhed  in  a  manner  adapted 
to  the  circumftances  of  thofe  times  to  which  the  ufage  belonged  t.— • 
Since  this  courfe  has  been  fuperfedcd  by  the  more  convenient  and  popu- 
lar ufe  of  printing,  although  the  expediency  of  promulgation  cannot    • 


*  The  origin,  fucccffion,  and  extent  of  the  patents  granted  to  the 
King's  printers,  is  fully  fbted  and  difcufTed  in  i  £i^::i/ione*s  Reports, 
105*  &c,  and  3  Burrow's  Reports,  661,  &c. 

+  Lord  Ccki,  2  inft,  526,  fays  this  obtained  before  printing,  and 
till  Hen.  VII.  and  2  /»//•  639,  the  tenor  of  fuch  a  writ  is  fct  forth. 
Lord  Coke^  in  iiAother  place,  dtftinguifhes  the  degrees  in  which  the  ope* 
ration  of  ftanite  i  Hen.  V.  c.  $•  commenced,  'z;ix.  that  as  to  the  King, 
it  commenced  from  the  time  of  its  receiving  the  Royal  aifent,  but  as  to 
the  fubjeft,  only  from  the  time  of  itt  being  proclaimed.    Ibid.  676. 
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hare  b'een  dlmi^ifhed,  and  although  the  means  of  it  have  been  fo 
greatly  facilitated,  and  the  occafions  of  it  have  multiplied  fo  rapidly, 
yet  the  meafure  itfelf  has  been  whoDy  difcontinued,  to  the  great 
nrejudice  of  juilice,  tlie  eitibarraifment 'of  magiftracy,  and  the  peril  of 
individuals.  What  your  Committee  would  therefore,  humbly  propoie, 
as  a  remedy  for  this  grievance,  would  be,  that  the  King's  printer  (hould 
annually  (or  oftener,  if  necelEiry)  tranfmit  to  the  Sheriff*,  or  Cuftos 
Rotulorum,  or  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  each  county,  a  printed  copy  of  all 
public  ad^s ;  laying  afide  the  prefent  incommodious  and  expennve  form 
of  printing  them/  and  adopting  the  more  ferviceable  and  compadl  form, 
which  experience  has  pronounced  to  be  the  moft  preferable  for  general 
nfc.  It  may  deferve  lome  confideration  alfo,  whether  a  limited  number 
of  copies  {hould  not  be  printed  of  all  the  private  a£ts  of  each  year,  to  be 
deponted  in  the  Royal  and  public  librariics,  and  the  fup)erior  Courts  of 
Judice.  So  that  all  the  ilatutes,  of  every  denomination,  enaded  in  each 
felfion,  may  be  rendered  more  eaiily  acceffible  to  all  the  fubjeds  of  the 
lealm.* 

.  In  concluiiony  your  Committee  have  fubjoined,  by  way  of  appendix  to 
thb  their  Report*,  one  table;  or  regiftrr,  comprehending  the  expired 
laws,  whereof  the  confideration  was  referred  to  them ;  and  another  table, 
or  regifter,  of  the  laws  w)iich  are  expiring.  Of  the  former  deicnption 
your  Committee  have  judged  proper  to  fele^  between  four  and  five  hun- 
dred ftatutes,  and  thefe  they  have  clafled  under  the  diftindl  heads  to 
which  they  feem  -rcfpeftively  to  belong.  Of  the  latter  defcription  there 
appear  to  be  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  original  ftatutcs,  conti- 
nued from  time  to  time  by  near  three  hundred  fubfidiary  ftatutes. 

With  regard,  however,  to  both  thefe  tables,  your  Committee  are  dc- 
firous  of  reprefenting  to  the  Houfe,  that  on  account  of  the  advanced  fiate 
of  the  prefent  feflion  of  Parliament,  the^  have  been  unable  to  complete 
them  in  a  manner  wholly  adequate  to  the  importance  of  the  object,  or  even 
to  the  extent  of  their  own  expedlations ;  but  they  prefume  nevertlKlcfs  to 
hope,  that  they  have  coUefled  materials  in  fuiBcient  quantity,  and  traced 
the  outline  of  their  arrangement  with  fufficient  diflin^efs,  to  render  the 
completion  of  thefe  labours  not  very  difficult,  whenever  Parliament  may 
be  difpofed  to  refunie  the  fubjed  hereafter. 


*  F«r  the  appendix  to  th.s  Report^  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  folic  e£tkn^ 
printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
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Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  year   1796. 

NAVY. 

November  6ih,  1795. 

For  1 10,000  men,  iDcludiDgn 8,000  marines  5,720,000    o    o 

December  7, 
Ordinary  of  the  navy  —  — —  624.,  152     i     8 

Extra  navy  _  — : —  .  —        708,400    o    o 

Ma^v  10,  1796. 
Towards  difcliarging  the  navy  debt  ■        —      500,000     o    o 

Note,  Maya,  1796. — It  was  rcfolvcd,  that  pro- 

vifion-be  madcto  faiisfy*  certain  navy,  vi^ualling, 

an4  tranfport  oith,  made  out  on  or  before  30th. 

September,  .179^,  amounting  104,331,141!.  14s* 


lod. 


LAND  SERVICE- 

December  2,  1795. 

For  49,219  men^  as  guards  and  garrifons            —  1,3^8,624  2  9 

Forces  in  the  plantations             _—                 —  1,666,900  3  6 

DiiFerence  between  the  Britifli  and Irifh  efbblifhments  40,195  4  9 

Additionals  to  troops  in  Eail  India                 —  8,345  16  2 

Recruiting  and  contingences  for  land  forces         —  360,000  o  o 

Subfidence  paid  to  innkeepers,  &c,              i      1  1 20,000  o  o 

General  and  ftaflf  officers,  &c.                 —             —  103,642  i  3 

Staff  officers.  Sec.  on  General  Clarke's  expedition  9,259  18  6 

Full  pay  to   fupernumerary  officers              ^27,779  i-f  ii 

Allowances  to  the  PaymaQcr  General,  &c.  Sec.  143,490  13  c 

Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines        —  118,873  18  O 

Reduced  horfe  guards                .                 —  1 26  i  6 

Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  General  1,000  o  o 

Reduced  officers  of  Briiifh  American  forces        —  52,^00  o  o 

Allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  ditto  7»5oo  o  o 

Embodied  militia  and  fencible  infantry             ■  917,294  14  i 

Contingencies,  Sec,  for  ditto         —                 —  a  10,000  o  o 

Cloathing  for  the  embodied  militia            108,538  17  i 

Fcnciblc  cavalry                 — —                    —  470,636  19  8 

Allowances,  &c.  for  ditto                     ■             i—  115,000  o  o 

December  4. 
Extraordinaries,  from   25  December    1794,  to    14 

November  1795            ""— "  .                     2,646,990  19  10 

April  26,  1796. 
Extraordinaries,  from  15  November,  to  24  Decem- 
ber 1795            —  885,^673  19  10 

May  2, 

Scotch  roads  and  bridges        ■                            4,500  9  o 

May  3. 

To  make  good  engagements  with  the  K'ng  of  Sardinia  200,000  o  o 

May  7. 

Chelfea  pcnfioners                ■                       —  146,057  4  2 

"Widows  pcnCoxis            ■                       —            —  iOj933  *^  9 

5  o  2 
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Towards  defraying  extraordinary  expcnccs  of  the 

army  for  1796  _  _    Mro.000 

Foreigft  corpt         .       ^^  _        III  at 

Complcating  the  building  of  barracks  —  aoo'olo 

Il'T^l'^''^""''"'  "^  ^^^  '  "^  of  February  and  ' 

aOth  Apni  1706,  provifion  was  to  be  mttde  for 
the  pay  and  cloatbing  of  the  militia  for  the  year 
1 796  .end  for  making' allowances  in  certain  cafes, 
to  the  fubalcern  ofli>cw,  in  tiroes  of  peace. 


o    • 

3     * 

o    o 


£'  ii,9ii,«99    9  10 

ORDNANCE. 
_   ,*            ,     ,                 December  2,  ijqc. 
Ordnance,  land  fenrice  for  1 706  fi.,^  .00  * 

Ditto         previous  to.jift  Dumber  1783  not  pix>.       "'*        *    ' 
Tided  for  ~  '  ^        ^^ 

Ktto         not.proiridedforini70A  a  Alt    t    t 

Ditto  fea  fervice,  ditto      ^^^—  t\'^J^    %    5 

Ditto  laud  fenrice,  not  provided  for  in  1 795  7621046  1 1    t 

.  ^  ,.  .  ^  April  26,  1796. 

Ordnance  previous  to  31ft  December  179c,  not  pro- 

vided  for  ..  . '  ^^'       *^ 

'  210,194  15     II 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVlfes!^^^^^^  '^  "" 
^~     *      .  .                        December  2,  i7gc. 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canadi,^       _        *  7,,oo    o  o 

Ditto  -  of  Nova  Scotia     '_  JVfJ    o  o 

Ditto  -  of  New  Bfunfwick  it  J    t  I 


f,l^^               •-      /      of  St  John's  Ifland  T^    o 

^^J«^       '        -.    ;       ofCape^Breton           -  J  |!^    Z 

Bjtto               w.          of  Newfoundland         ^  J  i?^  ,0    o 

S;?  fV  (>•       r.    ^       of  the  Bahama  Iflands  4.^  'I    I 

Ch^caufticeof^e  Bermuda  Iflands               %lS    o    o 

Civil  eftablimment  of  New  SourWdes          "Zl  jjj?    ^    ^ 

His  Majcfty's  fervice  abroad,      *^  ^'  lILl  ^27.81- 

Refugee  clergy  and  laity  of  France,                "^^'^  * 

Allowances  for  American  fuffercr?,  , 

Extraordinary  cxpences  of  profccutions  relaiinr  to 
the  coin  —  _  * 

Printing  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers            j!f^  -f 

Making  up  and  publidiing  weekly  returns  of  tlie  aver- 

age  price  of  lugar                -  ^ 

Attendance  on  a  Committee  and  other  ftrvices      —  all    I 

Attendance  on  a  Committee  _  .        ^^*-    ' 

Money  iffued  purfuant  to  addrefTcs                an  nil  A    2 

Con vias  on  the  Thames        ~  _    f'^q 

Ditto        in  Langftone  and  Portfmouth  harboUrs  ilfoVz  '  i     6 

Expcucesonaccountof  New  South  Wales    -    -^  ,r«ftft     ! 

ExpencesofMr.Haftin^s'sprofecution  ^'*^*     ^  '^ 
Pttrchafc  of  the  Parliatncnt  Office 


4  10 

i«9»3S0    o    o 

28,500    o    o 

—  a^}66    4    6 

5 


o 


SfOoo    •    o 
a>74i  16    o{ 
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«3I 


Expcnces  in  the  f  uperintendancc  of  the  tBcn  aft 
Stationary  (hipped  for  Upper  Canada  — 

To  the  Bank,  tor  rcduAion  of  national  debt 
American  and  Eaft  Florida  fuffer^w,  purfuant  to  ^ 

aa  28  Geo,  III.  — - 

Ditto— purfuant  to  aft  30  Qeo.  Ill 

African  Fort* 
Turkey  Company 
Board  of  Agriculture 
Britifli  Mufeum 

May  io« 

Veterinary  College  — 


LOANS  DISCHARGED, 

December  2,  xygj* 

For  piying  gff  Eifchequcr  bilU  r-*— 

Ditto  ~  — " 

February  ii,  1796. 

For  paying  off  Exchequer  bilU  — 


DEFICIENCY, 

May  a,  i796« 
Deficiency  of  grants  for  1795 


Vote  of  Credit  — 

Navy  — 

Land  Service  -7- 

Ordnance  — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices 
Loans  difcharged 
Deficiency 
Vote  of  credit 


February  11,  179^. 


306  19 

.i 

200,OpO     0 

0 

197%      5 

Si 

53i3«7    7 

6 

209OO0    0 

0 

5,000    0 

0 

5,000    0 

0 

3t00o    0 

0 

«.  s,s<io    •    a 


990,288    6    4i 


1,000,000^  o    o 

X,JOO,«QO     o     o 


a,  $00,000    0 

0 

6,000,000    0 

0 

«»347.9S4  10 

9t 

2»J00,00O     0 

0 

s 

Q   10 


—  7.5SMS*    « 

—  ix»9"i899    9 

—  i»9S4,66i  17    o 

^                    -«  990,280    o    4( 

A.                   iw.  6,ooo,oo«    o    o 

—  a,347i9S4  »«>    9l 

«-i  2,590,000    o    o 

Total  of  fuppiies                  —                   —  33i^S7t3^    5    H 

WAYS  and  MEANS  for  raifing  the  Supplies  granted  to  Hk  Majefty, 

for  the  year  1796.. 

November  10,  179s* 


Malt  duty  — 

Land  tax 

Loan 

Exchequer  bills 
Ditto 


December  8. 
February  ii,  1796. 


7SOr 

2,000,003 

18,000,000 

2,000,000 
I,500,9«O 
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February  xj. 
ETchtqutT  hWls  fvoU  if/' credit)  —  2,500,000 

April  19. 
Farther  loan  •  ■  ■  7, 500,000 

^  May  2- 

Lottery  (/0  con/t/t  0/60^000  tickets)  •—  780,000 

May  7, 
Ont  of  furplus  of  confolidated  fund  '  —  3,500^000 

Note— By  refolutions  of  the  3d  of  May  1796,  an- 
nuities were  granted  lo  fatisfy  nary,  v1<5tualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  made  out  on  or  before  30th 
September  1795  .  , 
On  the  ijtli  of  February,  and  19th  of  April,  it  was 
alfo  relblvcdy  That  the  charge  of  pay  and  cloath- 
iDg  of  the  militia,  and  of  allowances  to  certain  of 
the  fubaltern  officers  in  time  of  peace,  be  defrayed 
eutof  the  land  tax. 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means  —  38,53o,«oo    9    o 

Total  of  Supplies  —  33»*57f3^     5    H 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means  —         51272,639  14    3I 

TAXES. 
Decembers,  1795* 

Farmer  duties  on  receipts  for  legacies^  orjbares  efperfinal  e/tates  difcM* 

ttuued^  and 
Proportional  duties  of 'al.  3I.  4I.  and  6h  per  cent,  charged  upon  legacies 

or  fhares  of  perfonal  cfbtes. 
Ditto— upon  real  eftates  defcending  to  the  kindred  of  the  deceafed,  or  to 

Grangers. 
Additional  duty  of  lol.  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  alTefled  taxe*. 
Additional  excife  duty  of  is.  per  lb.  on  tobacco,  of  the  growth  of  the 

dominions  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  imported. 
Ditto— of  id.  per  lb.  on  ditto,  delivered  out  for  exportation. 
Ditto— of  4d.  per  lb.  on  ditto,  of  the  growth  of  Ireland  or  America,  im- 

ported. 
Ditto— of  IS.  per  lb.  onfnuflr,  imported  by  the  Eafl-India  Compauy. 
Ditto— of  6d.  per  lb.  on  ditto,  imported  from  any  Britiih  plantation  in 

America,  or  from  the  Spanifh  Weil  Indies. 
Ditto— of  7d  per  lb.  on  ditto,  imported  from  any  other  place* 
Additional  annual  duties  on  fuch  horfes  as  were  before  chargeable,  riz. 
Perfons  keeping  one  horfe,  los. 
Two— -cs.  for  one 
Three,  four,  or  .five,  7s.  6d.  for  each  exceeding  the  number 

of  one 
Six,  I  OS.  for  each  exceeding  ditto 
Annual  duty  of  2s.  on  horfes  not  before  chargeable 
Former  duties  on  licences  to  horfe  dialers  difcontinued  \  and 
Duty  of  20I.  charged  on  licences  to  horfe  dealers  within  London^  Weft- 
minder,  and  parts  adjacent 
Ditto  of  lol.  on  ditto,  without  ditto 
Additional  excife  duty  of  i|d.  per  fquarc  yard  on  fiained  paper. 


Note^— By  other  refolutions  of  the  fame  day,  the  allowance  4ot  wafle 
on  fait  carried  coaftwife,  was  difcontinued— the  time  allowed  for 
payment  of  the  duties  on  fait,  reduced — and  part  of  the  drawbacki 
aHpwed  on  the  exportation  of  fugar,  difcontinued*    '  ' 

The  Houfe  alfo  refolved,  that  certain  additional  excife  duties  ihould 
be  laid  upon  foreign  calicoes  and  muilins ;  Britifh  linens  and  cotton 
fhiffs ;  and  Britifli  muflins ;  hut  thefe  refolutions  were  not  after- 
wards proceeded  upon. 

February  15,   1796, 

Part  of  the  duties  on  receipts  for  legacies^  orjbares  ofperfonal  e/tates^  V9er§ 

dijcontinued. 

Additional  duty  of  20U  per  ton,  charged  on  Portugal,  Madeira,  and 

SpaniCh  wine  imported ;  <  and  alfo,  upon  fuch  as  may  be  cither  in 

warehoufe  or  ftock. 
Ditto  of  30I.  per  ton  on  all  other  foreign  wine,  and 
l^ravohacks  of  thefe  duties  allowed  on  exportation* 
Additional  duty  of  1 2S,  per  barrel  on  made  wines,  for  fale* 

April  28. 
Annual  duties  charged  on  perfons  keeping  dogs,  viz. 

Greyhound,    hound,  pointer,  fetting  dog,  fpaniel,  lurcher,  artar^ 
rier,  5$.  each. 

Each  dog,  where  two  or  more  (hall  be  kept,  cs. 

Perfons  living  in  houfes  which  are  aiTeiTed,  and  keeping  one  doj^^  3s. 

May  2. 
Additional  excife  duty  of  30I.  per  ton,  charged  on  French  wine  ^x^  bj 

au£tion,  for  which  the  duties  impofed  lafl  feflion  have  not  been  paid. 
Ditto  on  ditto,  for  which  the  duties  impofed  this  feflion  have  not  Decn 

paid.  * 

Ditto  of  2ol.*per  ton  on  wine  of  all  other  forts  for  which  the  dadeaiiiH 

pofed  lafl  feiHon  have  not  been  paid.   ~ 
Ditto  on  ditto,  for  which  the  duties  impofed  this  fefTion  hare  not  beeai 

paid. 


END    OF    THE    FORTY-FOURTH    VOLUME. 
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